
~·~. Sample of "Fe de Bautim~~.o" 

(~,i of the pereon ,tor whom ie the 
- certlli'icate) · ~ 

- -~.#i,~;:u,:-'f:fi'i"f"' ~~~<Y: 

. ·f?~;\~~;.#i. 

'··Igleeia Evangelica.M..uterBia de _:..(.;;.Ci::;.;t~yi..,...;;:o::::,r_t~own::.:.:.::::.!.)___;;;;.;;;.J=~==~:.;:;_=o&..;;:.,;~_..;.==· 
America del Sur. 

A loe ( agu:l ee pone la fecha del d:la en que ,;Be escriba:''este certifi
caddlon) d{as del mes de mil novecientos {19__..:_), expido la 
l!liguiente copi~ de un eparte del Libro Oficial de· Aetas de la Iglesia Evang~lica 

·Luterana de (luger) que ala letra dice:~ . 

"E,lla Casa Evangel~:e~:na ·• {jur1sd~~16n del Munici-
pio de ~. Departamento de(Boy~cal Colombia, a fflos'(Fecha) d{as del~s . 
de (_} de 19_, yo, (nombre) , Pastor de..la Iglesia:Evangeliea ::y> 
Luterana de , bautiee un (una) nino (nina) nacido (nacida) el (fecha) . 
de {~).de 19~ con el nombre , hijo {hija) ligitimo (a} de __ 

(padre) y (madre), en el nombre del Padre,y del Hijo, y del Espiritu 
Sa11to, dwspties de haber prometido eolemnemente sus padre que sera instru:ldo en 
toda ).a ,Palabra de Dios y de ayudarle vivir. conforme el Santo.E-vangelio de las 
Sagradas Escritura:!l. · 

· Fuerml testigos ell el acto de este ceremimia, -------------:-..-... 

y -----------· Doy Fe, 
(Firma do 

-=---:-~~---:-~~~~~~ 

Pastor de la Igle:!lia Ev. Luthrana de ---" 
Es l'iel · copia tomada del libro de Aetas ya mencionada, en e el .. 
. dia · de de 19_. 

(Firma del que de la copia) 

Selle de la Iglesia) 



Copy of a letter written by Gerhard Ostrem to Pastor Gisselquist~ The carbon copy 
is on very thin paper with writing on both sides, making it impossible to obtain a 
legible photocopy. Typewritten copy made by Hildur Morek, June 26, 1993. 

Dear Brother Gisselquist, 

Luther Seminary 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 
Jan. 2, 1945 

A Blessed New Year to you and yours in the Precious Name of Jesus. 

Well, here I am in Saskatoon. Arrived here this morning and plan to study here 
two or three months as I mentioned to you before. I pray that my stay here this 
while may be beneficial both to me and to the work in Colombia. 

Thank you for your letter and the reclassification report and card. I am 
glad the(y) placed me in that place as that should take away the difficulties 
which otherwise might arise in connection with getting papers later on for going 
out again. 

There is another matter too I wish to write you about, which .I am sorry I didn't 
think quick enough to bring up at the meeting when the Board members were together. 
It is that of the baptism of children in Colombia. I wrote to Benjamin also yester
day, but will be mailing that when I mail this. I shall write here the same as I 
did to him about it: 

Which children shall we baptize out on the field? Of course, the baptized 
members' children. But when some want to recognize the R.C. baptism then when, 
what, which and whom? Some may come to ask us to baptize merely to avoid the fee 
the priest charges. Others might do so for some differences they rna¥ have with the 
priest or R.C., or it may be an ilegitimate child. Others have been attending the 
meetings but have not come to a definite acceptance of Christ as their Savior. They 
may appear sincere towards the Gospel as far as they. have come. They approve of it -
speak for it- may be active inviting people to the meetings~ may beactive selling 
Bibles and giving out tracts, but not have had the New Birth themselves. It may 
appear that they will be saved and seem most probable that they.will follow the 
Gospel. Others have manifested openly and publicly that they have experienced 
salvation in Christ. Some of these latter ones are baptized. Others are not al
though some have asked for baptism. 

I wish you, yes and the Board, to study those matters so. as to help us solve 
the problem. I have been thinking as to what we should do, but Iwish to hear your 
thoughts about it. In all cases there should be hopes that the child be instructed 
in the \vord afterward if he is to be baptized. 

\Vhat about children who appear to be sick and apt to die any time? Some have 
come and the child has seemed at the point almost of death - one did die shortly 
after,and asked us to baptize the child. We out there decided to baptize in such 
cases. I baptized two such children. 

What can we do that there might be a greater response in support .. to the work? 
I mean for instance.(at least it appears thus to me) we should have some buildings 
in the Mission out on the Field. If we had mission owned main stations, it would 
seem better for the work for various reasons. 
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Might it not be helpful and beneficial to use the envelope. syst.em as for 
instance, the L.B.I. uses? I shall enclose one herewith. We could write on or 
print on the envelope the various phases of the work that they could give to. 

If we decide on that I would like to have the envelopes when I.again begin 
travelling after my stay here. I would like you to study this some too and let me 
know. I believe it is necessary to let the needs be known in a definite way 
so that people might better know how to both pray and to give. 

Thanks for the invitation to come to the Hid-lVinter Conference. I would have 
enjoyed to be there, but it will be impossible the way it appears for this time. 

In closing I greet you all in Jesus Name. 

Yours in Him, 

Is/ GERHARD OSTREM 
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REV. J. A. AASGAARD, D.D., Th.D. 
Chairman Minneapolis. Minnesota 

REV.K.B.VAALER 
Vicc<luzirman Colton, South Dakota 

REV. L. STAVIG . 
'l{ecording Secretary 1304 St. Olaf Avenue 

• Northfield, Minnesota_ 

REV. E. M. HEGGE, D.D • 
.Assistant Recording 419 Greenfield 
Secrt:ttWy Oak Park, Illinois 

REV. J. R. LAVIK, D.D. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 
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+ 
REV. J. E. GRONLI, D.D. 

,Mission Secretary 

REV. H. 0. SHURSON, D.D., LL.D. 
'lreasurer of the Clund 

My dear Pastor Morek: 

Thank you for that letter written fromMiami November 25th. I appre
ciated your p:iving me the. slides and shall use th~m in the new lec
tures which I am just preparing. I know that you will take more pic
tures of the same quality and they are going to be of tremendous help 
to us. Interest pictures like you took·in Mexico will suit the lec
ture very well. 

Now you are with our dear friends in Colombia. I knew that you re
joice to know that the Lord has brought you thus far. It is all very 
new to you, but I remember with what keen anticipation CI looked into 
the faces of the people apd the vill~es where I traveled. May the 
Lord help you in every way and --p:uide you men as you enter into this 
new service for Eim. I want to assure you that we will d~ all in our 
power to rouse up interest amongst our people to give and to pray;.for 
the work you are doing. I believe that God has His hand in all of 
this. We need to keep close to Him so that He can speak to us. 

Kindly greet all the friends there, the Quanruds, Mrs. Salta, Miss 
Danielson, and others. God grant you many joys as you 'serve Him. 

May the Lord grant you and your loved ones the richest blessings that 
earth and heaven can bestow. With kindest greetings. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Q,S.~ 

--V----J ..s ., 



CIRCULAR 

To the Missionaries of the 
N. L. C. A. 

Feb./) !f'l7t 

425 s. Fourth Street 
Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 

On February l, 1945 the f'ollowing salary scale became 
effective: 

(A IH'\ ~.o~..o..i) 
Basic Salary 

Married Missionaries 
Single Men 
Single Women 

:j?l600.00 
1000.00 

900.00 

After 
1st term 

~1900.00 
.. 1200.00 
1050.00 

.After 
2nd term 

$2200.00 
1400.00 
1200.00 

In accordance witn the rules governing the increase in salary, 
the furlough allowances of $100.00 for the furlough period 
for married missionaries, $50.00 for single missionaries and 
child allowances of $?5.00 per year per child are discontinued. 

Up until February 1, 1945, our Board paid the full ten per 
cent of the missionary's salary to the Pension Fund of our 
Church. However, the new rules provide thet the missionaries 
are on the same basis as pastors in the homeland - that is -
the Hoard will pay the equivalent ot six per cent of the 
salaries to the Pension Fund, and four per cent will be de
ducted by the office. 

John E. Gronli 

Mission Secretary 

jeg:h 
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· THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 

The Sixth Annual C~nference of the Colombia E•.Lutheran Mission of 
So • .Americ;a was _held ill Duitama, August 6th-llth,l945. we· were indeed 
}lappy for the safe return of Rev. and Irs. Gerhard Ostre~ and family, and 
that they too, could be with us at the coDference, as well as Rev. and 
lrrs. Harold Olsen and their family; and Rev. Hans Thoresen, all of the 
Norwegian Luth. Ch •. and Rev. Morek of the Danish Luth. Church. 

-- .- ... .... 

The conference was duly opened Wed. Aug. 8th., by the elected chair-. 
man, Missionary Olger Quanrud. After spelling some tine in silent prayer 
in memory of cur_beloved former president Nev. Trygve Salte, (who passed 
away Sept.30th.l944) we sang , J"esus Priceless Treafiure. 

,_. - . .. 

· A devotional message was given by ~ssionary Olger ~uanrud, using the 
theme, Short PrayerS that were Heard. After a blessed season of prayer Rev. 
Harold Qlsen,_:gave a Bible study'in I Peter. Pointing out especially tbat 
the suff.erings of Ghrist should be our __ testimony to the lost and dying 
worl·d. Our faith i,s tryed and our hope is strengthened, in our suffer
ings for_Christ. But if we by our misconduct or harsh words bring about 
suffering~, in this we cannot find consolation, for it is not of Christ, 
nor is it honoring to His Name. 

Business: 
·1. Til~ secretary's reports were read and accepted. 
2. The treasurer!s reports were read and the following were chosen as 

auditors. Rev. Andrew Larson and Jfiss Elizabeth Heerde. 
3. Greetings from the Scandinavian Alliance Mission were read • 
4. A general discussion was held concerning our territory and that,if 

~-e do not occupy Casanare soon others will. 

Afternoon Session: 
Mrs._Harold.Olsen, led the devotional hour using as her text, The 

Longsufferings of Qhrist. God is Longsuffering with His people and we 
should be a patter:q to others of His Longsufferings. . 

Mrs. Andrew Larson, than gave a Bible study in I Peter I. La.y~ng 
stress on t~e truth that we have a living hope to give to these people be
cause of the resurrection of J"esus Christ· and as begotten children of God 
we should be becoming children- of prayer: of knowledge, and of purity._ 

Business: 
A gen~ral discussion was held on the following points: 
1. Giving time to Rev. Allan, our guest speaker. 
2. The possibility of conducting Daily Vacation Bible School. 
3. Keeping Aracely Leal, as one of our teachers in the day school. 
4. Our need~.for more National workers. 

Thursd~ Morning: . . 
_s. Olger Q.uanrud led the devotional hour us~ng as her text Ph~l.3: 

7-14. The ~rails of Paul's life were a means of strengthing his faith to. 
press on to the high Qalling of God. . . 

Rev. Allan, of Bucaramanga our honored guest brought us an ~nterest~n 
and edifying message,.relative to his experiences, during his thirty-five 
years of Missionary service here in Golomhia. He also gave us some father
ly advise for carrying on our work. He stressed the importance of finding 

• • # ;:;.._ 
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out what each ~ssionary is able to do; so that one ~ssionary will not 
be too impd'"tant and that Christ will be ALL important •. We should not be 
satisfied to settle only in one place and-water just a few trees, but 
"rather be mindful of the many trees still out yonder that also ~ be 
cared for. Many problems are solved as ~ walk, therefore, ~ need only 
to ke€p going, having ever before us as our ch~ concern-the salvation 
of the lost and dying souls. (A letter which Rev. Allan, wrote to the con
ference, containing his message_as given to us, has been typed and sent to 
all of our stations, and to the Home Boards; a copy also has been put on 
file) 

Rev. and Mrs. Gerhard Ostrem brought us greetings from HOME and also 
expresaed their __ joy in. being_ back in Colombia after a year's furlo in the 
States and Clanada. 

~ursday Afternoon: 
Aft~r the si~ging, of, Father again in Jesus Name we meet, Rev. Allan 

led an_open forum hour which proved to be very helpful and inspiring. The 
following is a resume of the advise he gave in response to our questions: 

1. Missionar1e•ork was first started in 1856. In 1910 there ~re el~ve~ 
~ssionaries in Colombia. In 1920 a letter of appeal'for ~ore Miss
ionaries, was sent to other big Church bodies. It vas the smaller 
Missions that responded to the appeal and the most progress has been 
made within the last fifteen years. 

2. Schools are always a great stimulent to the work and provides for 
opportunities of contact. 

3. Advancement is made more rapidly were there is a center for meetings 
4. A Colombian teacher should teach one year for every year she has 

attended the Institute. 
5. Normal Schools and Bible Institutes should be for those who have 

possibilities. It is necessary to .eed out those who are not prom
ising students. -If one third become workers it is a good average. 

Business Session: 
Rev. Qerhard.Ostrem, took possesion of the chair. 
~otic~ was ma4e seconded and carried to contact the teachers who are 

now ~thus teaching in our territory, on the matter-of continuing to work 
with us instead of accepting another offer. Advising them of the short 
course and also a raise of salary. 

Tentative placement of the teachers resulted as follows: 
Vicenta Diaz 
Aracely Leal 
Silveria_Diaz ---
Isabel Diaz 
Dolores.Graz 
Fideligna Ayala -
Gustavo Fe~andez· 

La.Aguda. 
Mousa, or one of the Cocuy schools. - , 
Soata. 
§anta Ana. 
1a Chapa. 
One_of the Gocuy schools. 
~- Parpa. 

The·following are motions that were made and carried: 
1. To consider with the director of the Bible Institute the placing of 

~ausanias ~ilches and Proceso Mora during vacation. 
2. To approach Juan Montoya on the matter of working with us during the 

vacation months, and also encourage him to consider 86~n the enter-
ing of our Institute. 

. .. , 3 



3. That we retain Trinidad instead of turning it over to the El MOrra 
~ssion, who have asked us for it. 

4. The session wa~ adjourned with prayer. 

Thursday evening, our regular Bible study, open to the public. Rev. 
Allan, gave the message. 

Friday Morning: 
The devotiQnal hour was led by Rev. Harold Olsen. He used as his 

meditation the following three expressions. which are indeed helpful to us 
in our Christian life: 1) It is finished. 2) It is ~Titten. 3) It is I. 

Rev. Hans Therese~ then gave the Bible study in I Peter 2. If men do 
not long for the spiritual milk of the gospel it is because we fail in our 
presentation of the sweetness of Christ. Chris~he living stone can be 
to us a stumbling block- in this that He wants us to be nothing and Christ 
everything. The main sacrifice in the. 014 Testament ~ a lamb without 
spot or blemish. My body, is the temple of.God. My heart, is the altar; 
and the sac:rifice, is myself. We need to thus, be emifY vessels through 
which God can work. 

Business: 
Motion was made seconded and carried to uphold the motion made in Bo

gota Dec~27-28, 1944; concerning the .Joint Gonference of the Celmosa 1tission 
and that bf the Cb.nrch Bodies. 

A motion was adopted to grant a voice and a vote to the Missionaries 
of the two Church Bodies, concerning matters effecting them and their work. 

-
Friday Afternoon: · 

Rev. Ostrem, .led in scripture reading and prayer; after which we sang, 
. l~earer, My God, to Thee. 

Business: 
A fi~ancial report of the Boy's Institute was given by the director, 

Rev. _Arnfelt Morek. 
The following are motions that ~~re made and carried: 
1. That the auditors of the eelmosa Jllssion audit the Institute Books~ 
2. That the expenses which are over and above that which has been allot

ted to both Institutes for the board of the students for this year be 
met with either special gifts or the Mission. 

3. That the expenses of the students, during vacation, who are placed 
at the various stations, be left to the decision of the director 
and the committee~ 

·4. That the propositons of the Bible Institute and the Colegio be left 
in the hands of a resolution committeee. 

Missionary Olger quanrud, Rev. Harold Olsen and Mrs. -~drew tarson, 
were elected as_the resolution committee, to study the propos1t1ons of the 
Bible Institute and the Colegio as presented by Rev. Morek and Rev. Thore
sen, respectively. 

It was suggested that the maid at the Soata station should be kept. 
Discussion: That the possibility of Pascal Salva's two children enter

ing our Instit¥tes be considered; and that they be sent further information 
with regard to the requirements of our Institutes. This information is to 
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sent by the directors. 
The following are motions that ~re made and carried: 
1. That a ~itten statement concerning the return of.Geraldo Wilehes 

and Babriel Manrique of the Bible Inst., be given to Rev. ~horesen. 
2. That:-Mission~ry o_lger Q,uanrud. send.a reply to Vitalina Manri«lue in 

regard to the Mi~sion's stand on giTing a scholarship. (Eeca) 
3. In view of the fact that there are·certain omissions in the Consti

tution and the Articles of the ~ Leas it ~ thought best to at 
this time decl~e the present constitution invalid; and to over 
rule the motion of its acceptance made in 1943; also the motion re
garding the election of officers made in 1944. Tb4e executive 
committee to study the constitution again and include that which 
has been omitted. 

4. ~eting adjourned. Rev. MOrek close4 ~th prayer. 

Saturday Morning: . 
. Miss Heer~e gave the Bible study in I Peter 3. 'Likemindedness' was 

her central thought. If we all possessed the lowliness of mind-the mind 
of Christ, we would esteem others better than ourselves, and then there 
-would be no disharmony~ among God's children, but rather unity and love4 
God has promised to keep us in perfect peace when our minds are stayed on 
Him. A season of prayer followed this message, and the singing of, 'Oh 
Master let. me walk with Thee.' 

Business: 
R~v. Allan read aletter to the Conference. (It is this letter that 

contain~ his _message as given to us Thurs. Aug. 9th. in regard to the amal
gamation of the Celmosa Mission with the Church Eobies.) 

. . 

The following are motions that were made and carried: 
1. That Miss Heerde, teach Daily Vacation ~ible Scho9l in all places 

possiQle were other teachers are not available. 
2. To continue using our present catechism until the other one is 

available, which will be ordered for use by our Home Board. 
3. Rev. Gerhard Os~rem, to be used in evangelistic and itinerary work 

until_the l'fission shoUld decide other wise. 
4. That Rev. Allan's, letter· be s~n~_to each Mission station as well 

as to the Celmosa BoarA and theA~oard of the N.L.C. & U.D.L.C. 
5. Tha~ ~he CQnstitution be adopted again with the revision.and the 

add1t1ons made by the ezecutive committee, in the constitution and 
the articles of the By-Laws. 

6. That ~h~ ~onference held in Duitama Aug. 8th-11th, go on record as 
reaff1r1m1ng and upholding the historical positon of the Lutheran 
Church as ascribed to in the Celmosa constitution. That is, in re
gard. to br:tptis~ and rebaptism. This means we will teach, that any 
bapt~sm g1ven 1n the Name of the.Triume God, using water, is valid 
and 1s not to i be repeated. 

7. We adjourned, with the singing of-Jesus, Lover of My Soul • 

SaturdairAfternoon· 
ter trre singing of 'My H t i Lo . . 

in prayer again pleading God' 7~ s. ngu~ to Pr~use My Saviour' and 
went into our business se~si~~ g.U1 ance 1n all matters, we i~ediately 

The following are m t · •h. 
1 That t b o 1ons w 1ch were made and carried· 

• wo mem ers constitute the J t C Ul • 
son and Rev • Ostrem who un a . ons ti va, l;lamely Mrs. La.r-
ttee, both for the Instit~!soB~el_to aLct as an educational commd
terano. 0 1 1c0 uterano and the Colegio Lu-

I' J 6 
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2. The resolution committee presented the propositions made by the Inst• 
and the Colegio, in the form of a motion, each one w.as acted upon 
separately. They are the following: 

I. The Institute in Duitama • 
.. 1. That it be called 'Insti t uto Biblico Luterano' 
2. That its purpose and aim be to train Chrisu ans to be more effective 

witnesses for Christ in their own communities; grounding them in 
the Word and p~inciples of Christian Doctrine (Lutheran Doctrine) 
To r~_crui t and train workers for more specialized or full time ser
vice, and to prepare the student for Theological study until higher 
standards for seminary .entrance can be set up. (Even llhen this is 
attained we might receive directly into the seminary the most cap
able and consecrated of the Institute graduates, as for example the 
Presbyterians do from their Institute at Ibague.) 

3. That the course of studies be planned by the director of the Insti
tute together with the faculty and the Junta Gonsultiva. 

4. That the students, who in the judgment of the director, are cap
able- be employed in Ghristian work during vacation months, under 
the direction of a ~ssionary, as a part of their training. That 
requests for such student workers be submitted to the director at 
least a month before the close of the school year and that he place 
the students in consideration of these requests and the advise of 
the Mission comndtteei 

) 

Note: The chief reason for suggesting that the placing of the 
studentSpe.left largely in the hands of the director is tbat he 
has the bes:t opportunity to know their abilities and spiritual con
dition, and it is his duty to watch over their sbiJ.lstana thEiir:: spit-it
ual and mental development While at achool. This practical train
ing should also be considered as a part of their schooling. This 
does not mean that the desires of a Christian community, or congre
gation or Missionaries· to have a certain student as their worker; 
would be disregarded; provided such a request could be granted with 
out danger to the spiritual well-being of the student or the group 
which desires his service. (It would only be a means of safe guard
ing the well being of both student and group) 

That were a congregation or group can do so they are to pay 
his expenses, where not possible, the Mission will pay. This to be 
left to the discretion of the director and the executive committee. 

5. That a preparatory course of a year be established as soon as 
possible, for the benefit of those who enter with little secular 
eduaation. (~e are seriously handicapped in our teaching because 
of the inequality of the students.) 

6. Finances: "What should be done about the cost of board.? Who shall . 
pay, stu~egt or Jassion or both? , 

. Suggestions_: That students contribute $15.00 pesos. a month to 
the1r_bo~d.and ~h~t the amount still lacking to cover the actual 
cost of l1v1ng (wh1ch at present can probably be kept down to 
$25.00 ~esos a month} be ~et.by gifts from the Ghristian community 
(Colomb1an) or from the Miss1on treasury, as may be practicable or 
advisable. 

I • # t 
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Note: Each student, and the ~id eat from $4.00 to ts.oo pesos 
in potato~s a month. Could friends in the Cocuy territory.sent pota
toes? Most of our potatoes that we have to buy come from Cocuy. 
Could others contribute other items or money? 
_ These matters were left to the discretion of the director and 
the Junta Consultiva. 

-
7. Some ~uestions: 

_ a) From w~at source shall the personal text and reference books 
of the.students be provided; from their own pockets, from the Mission 
or elsewhere? 

b) How &hall the money, $5.00 pesos a month per student, be used 
which the Institute receives for English classes to the public? 
Could this. be the solution to question •a•? · 
_ c) Is the Insti~ute obligated to provi4e board for students who 

may stay.on during the short July va8tion? It will usually be very 
inconvenient (and provide no relaxa"C.i.on) t-o keep the Institute kth
chen open during this time. But of tw .evils this would seem more 
advisable than paying their fare home and back to the Institute, as ~ 
been done in some cases.) Could not such students 'batch it' in 
their o~n living quarters? . 

d) What shall be done. to provide physical recreation for the 
students1 (We have not a square foot of play ground) A humble . 
suggestion, {or part of the solution; That 'Don Andres' lend the 
Institute his horse shoes. We may find a place in the street to set 
up a game. 

e) ~hat shall be done about supplying kitchen utencils, dishes, 
etc., fo~ the Institute? Where shall the boys wash their cloths? 

These matters were ·left to the discretion of the director and 
the Junta Consultiva. · 

II. A'Refresher Course' or Vacation School. 
That the ~ssion provide a free course for a month for teachers 

and Christian workers, where specialized instruction be given in 
doctrine, a Bible study course, teaching methods, music, practical 
problems, and other subjects that may be deemed necessary. And that 
the staff for this course be provided by combined forces of school 
staff on the field and other Missionaries. That this be equally a 
spiritual retreat for the up-building and reconsecration of workers. 
The material to be presented to be left to the teaching staff. 

Nov.20-Dec.l5,1945, have. been set aside as tentative dates for 
such a course this year. Rev. Morek and Mrs. Larson are to /.Yt be 
the instructors. 

III. That a book agency be established on the field, under the di-
rection of a Missionary, elected at this present conference, whose 
duty it shall. _be, immediately to proceed with the necessary steps to 
set up a book store. That he receive recognition as an agency from 
other stores and publisning houses in eolombia and abroad. That he 
be ready at the earliest possible date to go into business and order 
our books for us. 

Suggestions for a name for the book store could be submitted to 
this individual. Here are some: 'Libreria Luterana' 'Libreria 

/I. 7 
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Boyaca' 'El Faro' 'El Testigo' (already taken by Luther House in 
·Puerto~Rico.). _ .. _. 
. A recomendation :was made that this agency be in Duita.ina with 
N[ssionary Olger ~uanrud as the book agent. This recomendation was 
made a motion and so moved and carried. 

Soata Station request to the Gelmosa Conference the following: 
1. ~hat, due to circumstances as outlined in a letter to the secretary 

of the Mission, La Senorita Fideligna ~aN., the day school te~ 
cher, ~ granted .. a ~pecial pe·rmit ta enter El Colegio Luterano as a 
special student to prepare herself ta teach grades four and five. 
That her full board and half of her salary or $7.50 per month be give~ 
her until the normal end of the school year in.November and that 
special arrangements be sought for the remainder of the term of El 
Colegio. This matter 'as left, to be taken care of by the director 
and the Junta Gonsultiva. 

2. That in regard to the day school the following items go into effect: 
~) That plans be made for the teaching of grades four and five and _ 

that. they be thus taught, if there proves to be four or more stu-
dents who will promise to attend. . 

b) That in view of the shortage of teachers, La Senorita Fideligna 
teach all five grades in Soata-if other schools now functioning 
have teachers. If not she is to teach where needed most. 

c) That the fees of the school shall be as follo~: 
1. One peso matriculation per child regardless of the number of 

ghildren from each family. 
2. That the monthly fees shall be as follows: 

$1.00 for ~ child from a family. 
$2.00 for children from the same family. 
$2.50 for three or more children from the same family over 

three to be left to the discretion of the station head. 
d) Thet each child must furnish his o~ paper and books • 

.. 
e) That a high standard of discipline be maintained at all times. 

That classes shall begin each day at 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. but 
. that a child shall not be counted tardy until ten mi:r:tutes after 
· eight or ten minutes after one at which time the door shall be 
closed and not one who comes after that time shall be allowed to . 
enter and shall be counted as absent. That three times absent ~~~ 
each month shall be counted as sufficient reason for the child to 
be expelled from school unless it can be proved with a medical 
statement that the child ~as sick any one or all of those three 
times. That thus expelled a child shall not be allowed to re
enter without re-matriulation which shall constitute the paying 
of an additional fifty centavos and; that no child shall be allo~ 
ed to matriculate more than three times during any one year. 
These standards were left to the discretion of the station head. 

f) That Rev. Thoresen, be given a student to work with him after the 
Colegio is.closed and until the Institute opens agian, said stu-
4ent to stay in Soata, under Rev. Thoresen's direct supervision. 

-
I. Educational Investigation: 

In as much as we are a_growing Missio~hich hopes and purposes to do 
all possible for the extension of God's Kingdom and which recognizes 

, , , ~ 
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the fact that a well-balanced and a well-directed program of educa
tion· is an essential for both¢ the life and the growth of any Miss
ion wishing to extend the Kingdom of God; ~,therefore, take tAe 
following steps to bring such a program of eduaation into effect: 

A. The creation of an office (to be filled by one man) entitled -- ~-
Educational Investigator. . . 

B. That the duties of his office shall be to investigate the education
al systems of Colombia, ,as well as 11f other countries, and the possi
bilities of ed~~tion on our ow.n field. 

c. That the scope of this investigation shall be all the years inclu
~ively from the primary departments Gp through the higher eduaational 
departments including a seminary for the training of pastors. This 
scope shall also include any specialized schools such as Normal. or 
Bible Institutes~ In other words, the scope of this investigation 
shall be anything that pertains to education,_ secular or religious 
(exclusive of Sunday Schools) paet, present, and future on the field 
of the Colombi~ Ev. L~theran.Mi.ssion.. 

J • - - -D. That this offi~ shall be created and become active as of this con-
f~rence date ~the regular yearly conference 1945 of the Celmosa 
Mission and shall continue in effect for a period of appro~imately 
one year and be terminated at the next regular yearly conference rf 
the Celmosa Mission in k946. 

E. That at said conference in 1946 or 1947 shall be submitted for dis
cussion and approval a draft of an educational plan suitable to the 
needs of the extension of God's Kingdom through the Celmosa Mission. 

F. That the Educational Investigator be authorized to follow any course 
he may deem necessary to gain the information needed to formulate 
such a plan such as: Travel throughout any part of Colombia; the 
witing of letters of inquiry; the consultation with anyone from the 
Celmosa Missionaries; the authority to request the aid of any of the 
~ssionaries of Celmosa to investigate and travel inhis.stead and 
to make reports to him. 

G. That he be giv_en the necessary funds for such investigation. 
Rev. Harold Olsen, was elected to be the Educational Investigator. 

II. El Colegio Luterano: 
Be it resolved as f9llows: 
A. That the governing pri~ciples shall be the follo~ing: 

1. That El Colegio Luterano, in all ~tters pertaining to its plan 
of educatio~ and its standards of conduct, shall be founded upon and 
guided by the teachings and practices of Jesus Ghrist and shall al
ways have as its heart and soul a living vital and personal salvation 
through Christ our Lord. That the means through which it shall set 
forth and seek to know Christ shall be the Holy Scriptures of tb£ 6ld 
and New Testaments as interpreted by the official symbols of the . 
Lutheran. Church and tb.at Luther's Small Catechism shall be the funda
mental basis for religious training within the classes of the Colegio 
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2. a) That the purpose of El Colegio Luterano shall be to offer a 
well~rounded, general educ~tiQn with a Christian foundation and di
rective that the youth of the land may be better prepared to live a 
Christ-centered life; may be better prepared to lead and guide their 
nation by taking an active, intelligent and Christian part in its 
activities as carried on in both the local communityand in the nation 
as a whole, and that they may be better prepared to be of service in 
the building of the Kingdom of God. That for the present this gen
eral course of education ahall consist of three years of study, each 
year ~ ehich shall be approximately six months, but that this term 
shall be lengthened to eight months or longer as soon as possible and 
that this lengthening of the time &- the school year shall be left to 
the discretimn of the director and the Junta eonsultiva. 

b) That one of the immediate purposes shall be to offer a course of 
study inthe training of young women to be evangelical teachers in the 
regular· day schools of the land. That, for the time being, the three 
years of general education plus one additional year for more special
ized study shall be required to obtain a teacher~ certificate recog
nizable in all the territory of the Oe1mosa Mission. That it shall 
be left up to the director together with his faculty and the Junta 
Consultiva as to grades f~ which said certificate has value. It 
shall also be left to the director and his faculty and the Junta Con
sultiva to plan courses of study for the purpose of preparing young 
women to teach higher grades than those permissible by the original 
teacher's certificate. 

c) Because it is recognized, however, that due to tlE present edu
cational conditions on the field as well as the infancy of education 
generally in all parts of Golombia there are many different grades 
of need in many different localities and that there ~11 naturally be 
differences in the training of young women wishing to enter the teach
ing profession, we wish to give the director together with his facul
ty and the Junta Consultiva the right to make exceptions to the pre
ceedi~g rule of requirements for a teacher's certificate and that be 
granted far a specific time or place. 

B. Entrance Requirements: 
1. That the entrance requirements shall correspond to the general ed
ucational level prevalant on our field. That is to say, that the 
standard for entrance into the Colegio shall be raised from time to 
time as our general educational standard progresses. That for the 
present, beginning with the school ter.m of 1946, the educational re
quirements shall be as follows: 

a) Three years of primary e~ucation. 
b) Each student shall'have filled 14 years of age or above at en-

" trance. 
c) Each student shall present two letters of recomendation, one 

_ from her pastor as to her faith and character, ability. If she 
has no pastor the letter shall be from a believer or some.re
liable person. And one of which shall be from the person who 
is supporting the student, or in case of complet: sel~-suppor~ 
the proper testimonial shall be required as to f1nanc1al cond1-
tion. 

,,, /l> 
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a. That the requirements for each student be the same as for the boys 
in the Bible Institute. 

3. Student aid; As a rule no student aid shall be given in any from by 
the . Colegio. However, in needy cases which shall be considered indi
vidually by the director and the faculty, some form of aid may be given 
to those students who have proved themselves to have ability throughout 
three years of study and who are desirous of continuing the fourth year 
with tne purpose in mind of serving the Mission as teachers in our 
schools. That the director determine how such aid be repaid after gra
duation. 

4. Vacations; That each student is responsible for her ow.n keep dur
ing _all vacations and that no one ~11 be allowed to remain at the 
school during such periods without special permission from the direc
tor who, if permission is granted, shall arrange all details of cost 
etc., with the student. That the Mission does not promise to give work 
to any student during vacations or on termination of study,but that it 
may do so to qualified students, if there. is such a need; such to be de 
termined by the director and the Junta Gonsultiva. 

c. It is considered that all the above points shall be used only as a 
temporary charter for the school and that it shall serve as a govern
ing basis only until a ful~~lan of education can be submitted by the 
Educational Investigator ft.f,/t'/l#/J!lUJlt/ivYif.iWTM.i/;§ll/1 and approved -; 
by the Mission Conference. It is recammeded, however, that El Colegio 

,' Luterano be considerd by the Educational Investigator as that school 
which may serve as the regular school of higher education in continua
tion of the public schools that are maintained on our field and that it 
be thought of as a school for both boys and girls in which they may 
obtain the government-required subjects for a •bachillerato." 

The meeting adjourned with the singing of the doxology. 

Saturday Evening: 
Several hymns_were sung preceding a season of prayer. 

Business: 
1. It.was sug~ested in connection with the house in Cocuy that the 

necessary amount of money needed now to meet the Sept. payment, be 
taken out of the general fund; this is to be replaced when more dona-· 
tiona come in. 

2. Discussion about a house in Capatemejo and Chisca: These t~o places. 
must be worked and ~e should aim to do so. 

The following are motions that were made and carried: 
1. To leave the possibility of obtaining a house in Capatenejo in the 

hands of the executive committee. 

2. That the proposal concerning the adult instruction class, in order 
to make them illigable for aommunicate membership of the church be 
left to the executive committee, and Rev. Olsen. That the committee 
and Rev. ?lsen have the authority to further investigate all nece
~ary_req~rements for membership and all necessary steps for organ-
1zat1on of a congregation, end that the results of their investaga-

I , , II 
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tion be submitted to the other Missionaries to be met with their 
approvel or disapprove!. If approved unanimously it will become the 
method for membership and organization. 

The minutes ofthe conference were read and accepted. 
The auditing committee reported that the treasurer's and the Bible Inst· 

books were O.K •• This report was accepted. 

The election of 
Bres. 
Y. Pres. 
Treas. · 
Sec 'y. 

officers resulted asf~llows: 
Missionary Olger Q.uanrud, tQ serve far one year. 
Rev. C~rhard Ostrem, to serve for two years. 
Rev. Andrew Larson, to serve fort one year. 
Miss Elizabeth Heerde, to serve for two years. 

. -

An informal installation of all the officers was held after which our 
new president took possesion of the chair. 

Rev. Andrew Larson, closed the conference with a short message from I 
P.eter 5. _ G.od spoke to us in words of conviction, exhortation and conso., 
lation, through our devotional hour and in the studies of I Peter. We ao 
thank and praise God for these important days spent together and for_His 
abiding presence. __ 

Respectfully submitted/ 

~.:5~ 
El "abethE. E:ee:r:de. 



I K140~ THAT 
UY REJF..:.:;h:ii:R LIVETH 

Duit.ama. Boyaca 
Colombia, So. Am. 
Feb. 23, 1945·. 

'~8JI/ Elizabeth, Ragnihild and I have just 

~\... '\ :.::·:~· f/;/%/ / returned to our station afteT being gone 
'~ D//~~ three weeks. we· first went to La Donua
~ '/l ~ na '\'Vhere the J.Ussionary Fellowship Con-

-.... <c... u_l · / ference for various departments of Col om-
~ ... : .. : · 0 ···. "·: .· bia was held this year. ~e were ~G mis-
\.· ·' ·· · sionaries present. These yearly confer-
~ .. ~ ences have been such a blessing, and this 
~~· · ~one to me ~as a very special blessing. . I 
. //r.- .\ · ~ had always loved and appreciate~ my fellow 

, r ~ ( ~"-" missionaries but I have t. hese la. st months 
,· \""learned to love them more then ever. God 

I only c-an reward them for what they have 
done for me in this time of deep sorrow. 
Only.a couple months before Trygve passed 
~way he attended a conference at this very 
same pl~e. It was really a Bible course 
for the natives. He came back so enthused 
over the blessed time he had had, also 

tellin8 of the.prosperous work arid the fine group of belie~ers 
there. ~e already then planned that we were soing there to the 
Fellowship Conference together. Little did either one of us real- , 
~...Y that God had such diffez:ent plans and that I had to go '-ilene 
Ra:Bnhild. I can only say God is love and He doeth all tb,ings Y.ell 
for me. . -

After six days at La .Donjuana we got an early morning ·buss 
thn.tbrought us to Soata where Trygve and I had '\'Vorked the greater 
part pf o1;1r short life together. :ll.iy stay there broug.ht so many 
blessed memories back to me. I praise God for them. I do not try 
to understand 1\ihy God took Trygve a-way from ine after such a very 
short blessed life together in Hi.s vineyard. Vthile in Soata -we 
shared many a tr&•l together but God gave us grace not to be shak
en in our confidence in Him who always proves faithful. Every
time we saw that God thru it all desi6 ned blessings for us. Our 
assur&nce of His unchanging love grew stronger day by day. Early 
last spring when God spoke to us about Duitama ~e could hardly be
lieve it for ~e thoueht ~e ~ere to stay on in Soat&. It ~as later 
made very clear that ~e ~ere to leave Soata and come here. Now as 
I look back I see God's hand in it all even tho Try~ve was to 
work here at our new station only four months. ,~hen I realized 
that Trygve could not be -well again I rebelled at God's -way for it 
seemed I could not live without him. I had had him such. a very 
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s~ort time <:illd God had blessed l.lS v'iith such .;1 h[lP.PY life toe.et..-
-ther. It could not be that God would really take 11im a•u1.y. But 
the d2.y crune when God gave me grace to s:-:.y and reu.lly. see th0.t t.. J 

His way is best, 3-nd I could s::w, 'hB.ve Thy will Lord.' He gs- -
sured me again of His unchanging love n.nd faithfulness n.nd I v,as 
led into <:. deeper experience of His love and grace. 1{ow I ~llll 
left with only memories of my dear husbn.nd. ::ly' life is much en
riched because of them. And so V(.hile God has given me more du.ys 
to serve Him here below Trygve is rendering better se-rvice up 
there to our Lord ~md King. !!ore then evqr do I long for the dn.y 
\\'hen Jesus shn.ll return for His ovm. Then I shn.ll underst._;.nd that 
which is so veiled here. 

From Soatf.:. v .. e went to El Cocuy to spend a w~ek with Alma <>.nd 
Andrew L.-·.rson. It \iv::~s so nice to h..·we n good visit v;ith someone 
that hD.s just come from the St~tes < .. nd home. we h:-:.d a very bleat;-

Aed visit ¥ith them. On Sund:-..y ;-;e went to visit sorrc believ~::rs in 
t~e. country. A couple hours v:~lk up the mountain. To me this 
v1s1t ~~s one of the high spots of our trip. One of the boys v.e 
h::~d in our Institute here <l.t Duit::.m..~ lives there Md it v.as to his 
home 'IJ',e v.ere invited to hav-e ..-.~ meetil18• ~e startt.:d from El Cocuy 
en.rly morn so ~s to t::sc:.-~pe the very hot midcL'"l.y sun. .By the after
noon quite o. number of folks v.ere gnthered <md the service v.::.s 
held in <'- d<.~rk mUd floor room. Proceso led the meeting and .//,od 

. gave us n. Vt;;fy good time together., I -\'!~S so touched to be there 
in the midst of those souls, _httt'l{$ry for the truth. There w~ one 
old grrmdro& there thE.t hn.d climbt;;d tnn.t ste~p stony mountain path 
so she could - hear God's ~ord. There v .. ere st::veral young people, 
Colombia's future. It wns so uplifting to testify of Jesus n.nd so 
good to listen to some of them testify tru\t they bad found the ~ay 
to Jesus. I sh~ll never for~et th~t m~etiDb. It ~~s ~ith teurs 
Vte h;'.d to sn.y good bye. The sun 'f1. s fast dis~ppett.ring behind the 
mountuin and v.e v;ere supposed to be b,:.ck ill Cocuy for the even
ing. service. God only knov.s the mn.ny huts up these 1llountains that 
~~ve souls longing for the Gospel. There must be n~y in the home 
l~nd thn.t s~y no to God's c;:.ll for He sur~ly vould th~t these be
nighted souls should be re:~ched \'.ith the Gospel. 

· ~e CC'cXil.e b;:.ck by the v;~y of Soa.t!!, the L-:rsons .-:Iso c • .me ¥.i th 
us, for ~.11 our >1is::don:-'.ries l':ere to meet there f.or a d:,.ys con
f,::r~nce. Our nevi raission.~ries the Morcks ~;.nd the .Thorsens v-.ere 
there lso. Tht:: Thor:=Jt:ns f'..r~ no" st.,::.ti,.)ned at So;.:.tr-... .·,nd the ilrlorcks 
v.ill be here in Dui tma:; the first .iJr~rt of J.ii. rch to be:; in lih ... r::;.~ of 
the boys Institute. The Q,u. _nruds c. roe here to Dui tmna the first \. 
p.-.rt of Feb. to be in ch .rt>t:. of t,he st~--~tion v.ork. . 

I spent ?~ fev, d ~s -.lso in Bogot!,. ~rrtC.ngi% :!:'or my t:ip to 
the 3t::-~ktil> in A~1ri~. ::i;x.,~::ct to le~·v-= B~got~{~ b~ pln.ne A;r11.6th. 
so :->ameP't&e fol.t..o' 1ng da--y v e should b~:: 1n Mi.r• .. n11. I .!lll so ~--P.PY 
th t lass D nielson is ,~lso ~Oirlt$ h-Jme .~t this timt;;. lfte Vt.ill be 
t>Oing together C'.S f;~.r i~S Minner.polis. My ::-:.dress :-..t home \\ill be, 
R."SJOU, liTN'NZSOTA. I v.ill be looking fo:rv.~~rd to he .. ring from you 

g;::.in. God h. s brought me mucb. bles::~ing e:md comfort thru your 
let ·~ers.. }i'u.'J..Y God c;.tund nt.ly reV~arci :::..nd bles0 you. Tho I ~oo~ for
v,ord to be united v-ith my dear ones and frienda ba'¢k ho~e 1t 1s 
going to be hard to lec.ve Colombia this tim.e, but I :KNO~ THAT ~y 
rtEDE::tB.H. LIVETH and· even as he has proved so faithful here, I Know 
He shall never f~il. 
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Mn,.staT• Sept. 25· 3:30 :P•m• 

fhe aeetir.g waa oalled to ol"der by Jbo. (;-wmrud With Soriptu:re Nadi!'B a~ pra,.er. 

Harold Olcon noal~t~d ~~d elacted Oha1~~ pro-tem. Bane ~horeaen nominated 
qd elected SeeretaJ7 pro-tem. 

Jlot1o1u All the mitta10'a&l'1ee uow prese"t ov Oel~ t-iel« have a right to YOic;:\ 
Yote and ot!lee untll the '!ext repla.rl7 called 0011fereu. whaft 1t aball be_____.) 
d.etermined by tlie 8Garct. Carried.. · 

llotioa: that there will be two cot'ltttrel'!eee 7841'17- o-ne 1!1 Jaml~U'J tor 'business 8114 
one b.: ml~tllrn;Jl(ItJn, Y~le&ti013} t"or ~1ritu1 retreat. '1'he bu~i•es• N1ltel"et!oe 
•ball 1Je held~~~ ta 5 and 15 ot Ja!fJ1af7 •We tha da.t" ot the aph·ltAl 
conter6'Jict eball be determined by t)!e: Slzpt. ea.rrted. · 

Jrotion: flte euelltiVe eflntmitte6 shall EGrTe u u 84•1•0!7 IN)ard to tllft nper11tte6dnt 
al'ld aball lHD OOBY61184 at his d.lscretiotJ, S&i4 coeu ttee sbs.lJ lt.aT~ no ;power et YOte 
cmtr the .et:perlntfmdevt unQpt 1?:1 those qecit'io h~•• menti~·· 1a tbe pueral rates 

., as g1Ye11 b7 the. Joard or whtm to ecmf.,..,ce shall give such pen!" tpr speo1t1o 
prc~loma and for a stipulated length ot t1••· file cOlallittee alllll H coapoaed. of 

•• 

auoh :mesbera aa 812all be approvecl oy ~he c011f•~e UfiOtl the adv1ee ot the auperintetJdent 
Said !lSembera ahf.\ll serve as t.hG vorkirg ccamtttee o£ tha mias1Cil'l ltftder tba 41reot1on 
ot the n.per1mefnt to study. fonmlate •4 eucute the n.rlws depar\mhta of the 
m1ea1on pl"C!fr8lt l\8 laid ue-.m by the cetei'W'Ce aar1 approveci 0,. fihe .BOard. u4 eball 
lte reeporsaible tircoU7 .to tlw euperU.teclent: b these 4ut1ea as wll as all other 
matt (Ira BOt lSde att em&{,t ion bj the eor..rere»ee or the .Bc&H. Ca:rr1114. 

Rxpraason vraa·· aak•ld ro:- trm Cel~ao. ntiadonaries; 
~- a.~epted call. 
0 str~ue - t!':lt Jrolow, but \91th the 1'1el4 u zaeetted. 
Larson - Mt a' Uberty to aecept. wa:r.t• to be releaaecl. wi thl11 two montha. 
neerde - not l!.:n0t1 1 t haTe ll place - OJ:.a• 

!he trial plans read. 

Kot.1on: A cou_ple be set aah'e tor the plat&&• Carried. 

llotlon; ~J;::£t ~t.;,f!';ftc: atl.W'6te4 by the trial pJA.l.~• k co1'1£1dered. »O!Ihtated wi.th &'ftY 
ad<lt t101'lal tl&Dle& BU£fb"61itod. from the tloor. Carried • 

.Plac:t81!181lta b.f •ote ot group: 
l.1ynJa: ~nrud 
Duitemaz !berea~ 
Director ot In~t.: ~k 

lU Co<my! O!son 
.Plai118t Ostrem 

Jlotion~ ~hat 1fu koep bo~h the sing-le workers. Miss llal"'lehCII a.ttd iU.sf! Heerd.e bt 
the lnatitu... Oarrled. 



· •otlOIU ftlat Jlrs. !horesn ad ar. Qua1"!1"1Jd. be 'I'UUied u teael!lers. Ol.rrift • 

.. ,_ Ele.ctl01'1 ot of'tioers resulted ns ~ollowe: 
Suz•t.- Olson 
v. ~pt.- Thoresen 
Seo.- Morek 
t'reaa .-~l.l&rrud. 

Election ot the Exec. o~~nm.- .lkre-Jt. Oatzoem. t'horesen. 

llotion: to aclJoun until ftuarad.e.;r #it 2 p.m.. Oan1e4. 

flmrA"il· t?eu. &6, lW 
' 

Upon oODaultatiO!l with the •JorU.J o-r the group lt ._. 4eo14e4 to .,.., 1D the aon.illg. 
tor t.be first •easicm • 

.A creeti~ fl"om ·tbe Chi!ll! Mht>i~ as 1'1Nl«. Toted~ thst tbia peU"Dg 'be aolmowleclged 
bJ & ereet:t ng tram thi• 00nt•re:He• 

Votod; fhs~_ a l:tarcoai.sram be Hml to. At1•• Bergh W&lor:-mlnc ·l!n to Oolmnia. 

fotecl: ,fta; .tile. &tauon Be:ad, i,lveatJ;(~te and. report to t~ .Ena. cot~~t. the 1110ttt 
sal table time tort~ opening taM. cloalttB or Uie schoo-l year. 

Yote4: fta&' the decit!i<m _w1tb respect t~ the faea-tl()ft .Sible S.hoola IH3 lett itt tbe 
huda ot t.he .ke'C. ea.. aJJ4 the Sllper1~tft4nt. 

' ' /?:./ {~~ ..... } ' 
fotedt fhat Geru4o -ftlohea serore the 1n l'arpa teJTUDe7 tlur1ng the lNt. Ta.e&tiOJS. 
the t1111e of sanice·tc ee 4~ae4 b7 the JtiasiOPr)' 1!1 oharse of U18 te:rrito17 
and the Super1ntet')4ent. 

fott:di flw.t Wilchee be -offlil'NK! ~.oo a mottth for service &1!4 tt:a.t the llisdnt! pa7 
-- ~ P&J--·~~,~-expe~ea~J~:~IDQe arr&rJ8•~'-·.br -aaicl-: .... ea. - - - ·- -- - ·-

Voted by thoae aiadonariu present fJ"om the E..l..O. and the 0'. E. L. c. tlmt the 
follOWing rMolutiO!l be 11JOluded. in the miautea a:n4 aent to the .Board: 

UJIOl'l tJle oceas1cm of the tre.nater of the admin1atn.t10tJ of the Cel~sa 
t1•14. we who have served 012 the aai<l field UDder the !:.t.o. ·ar:a the U.!t • .L·C· 
express our sineere &ntituae tor the hospitallt7• advice .u4 &1GZJ;lG recehed 
troa the m18d~a1na of -the Cel1t!Oaa as well u· Ol1r pi-ct'cnm<l resJ:-eot for tM1r 
aenorit~ in (;:lrp6ritmee !&.l:d tt.a f.DU!ldaUor. &hie!~ th6Y have l&iti ifl -Ohriat for. the 
Lutbera:tJ work in Colombia. 'l'nday " t't"Mcl a~ it were em holy grouad. groun<l 
which baa 'beet\ Slulctlfied by tl::.e labcra. k~era. ttsera. s.r:4 .sacrifice of our 
brethre~a who !lave put their ba.!Jd to the pla ot the IDri anci be:u opuned the 
tirat furrows. Therefore ... trM£4 trith Hftrhee &r:d with tballk8g1~1nc to Goa. 
the \1reat lArd of the lial"Test, &tJ " nOf'! go forth tQg&th&r beat"irg tbe Preei t'ua 
Seed. 

Placement of tQ&chera was disous&&d. 

V' ot 64: rhat. ~us taYo l{odriguez be a:pproaehecl in regard tc· hin. t~king a sohool 
if hEl does teot co'!'ltinuf'> hi~ flt.udlsw !"e:l't ve:r.o 



fotecl: !Jiat heclea81Jt4a CzoiatL&ao be approache4 tor the sohool at Jlausa. 

f'ctecla fla&t " im-eatipte the possi'bilit:; of a friend of F&t!DJ Jimettes te&eld.'ftg 
on y 6laJ". 

Yote4..; fhat pl&06-&i&nts fer th~ rew.e1!rlng ec:boola 'toG left to tu .Ex. 0o-m1. ll'!;d the 
Slilperin,amettt. 

Vote4a fllat the l'Aracma be apgroache.l wi_t.h an otfet> t.o w&rk. with. ue one year. 
~- in the So~ territory t!.l'ld lir11. J£:1'&011 1" the lnatituh durlrg the aohool 
7e&r an4 both of tbea 1ft the pbdma 411r1D£ tb& Y&elltion. bebtg reapons1ble to tha 
M!! ift CiW;~ge Of tl& plains WO!"k• ftat tliey l;O tt' the pb.l1'1.C bef.t\:re tbe Mrl 
te~ ot tha lmat. it poaei5le. 

Yoteclt !hat GerhaH. Oatre. 111'f(~tlt1pt• tl'la matter o£ .Pecil"' Est~· apParat 
clea1re to YfQi .. k ~i th ua. ·writing both to him &!ttl to th0 5ean41111n'l~ Al11aee. 

'feted: l'M.t J•lut :&omte7a •• offered ..-ork With uo 4W"'1JtC tm vaoation IIIOJltu 
em the c01l4U1a that he ftter m twt. nert 'Jf'ar• 

fote4: !hat JloateJC. 1Ht placecl in the Coot!J C.iatrict uncler tM dil"'ection tiif' 

Olson and oe, o!ffi:rH i·30.00 -. ~th 4t:d~ ~JI6!Hs~s. 

foted: that PaaUZ~ia6 iUlehea be oftera4 lPOrk in the plaina on the same 
coaditi~a &5 the 0~ b~l=• 
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She Want:ed t:o Sing 
IN MEMORY OF IRENE MORCK 

By Irene Thoresen 

Irene Morek loved to sing, and before her illness used 
to raise her lovely voice often in song-songs and hymns 
of praise and love about her Saviour, songs that came out 
of a happy heart because Jesus dwelled there. 

Mrs. Morek and daughter Agnes 

When she came, a bride of a few months, to Colombia, it 
was a happy discovery to me that she could sing so nicely. 
I think of occasions when we were together and enjoyed 
blending our voices in the singing of gospel songs. I remem
ber in particular, today, a couple of occasions: we sang a 
favorite Spanish duet at one of the services of our Reforma
tion Day celebration when the students and teachers of the 
Bible Institute from Duitama were the guest£ of our Girls' 
School at Soata; at Christmas the Morcks visited us, and on 
Christmas Eve, with the maid to help us celebrate The 
Birthday, we gathered in the "sala" and sang carols, both 
English and Spanish. 

When it became necessary for the three men to make 
plans to travel through the continent in the interest of fu
iure mission work, they took their families in here to the 
city and helped us get settled for a temporary stay. We 
three, Irene, Opal (Mrs. Olson) and I with our little ones 
would live together until our husbands' return. We would 
be busy caring for the children, studying our Spanish and 

somethnes <there would be time out for singing. But, no, 

we (some of us) had been here hut a few days when "Irene-

been able to sing, as formerly. Patient in her suffering, I 

believe that Irene's greatest trial was <the ifact that she has 
been unable to sing. I asked her one day, "Have you 

prayed about it?" And she said, "Oh, yes, about every day!' 

And then she added, «But I know that if I can never sing 

again, the Lord has a purpose in it." 

How she wanted to sing! She could not know that the 
Lord in His infinite wisdom and love had decided, "My 

child, you shall soon sing-more gloriously and beautifully 
than you have dreamed of doing." For He gathered her 

into His heavenly presence the other day, and we believe 

she awoke singing. This thought came to the troubled 
hearts of both Opal and myself after Irene had so laiely 

left us, "Why, she's singing now!" 

Yes, now she can sing! Our youngest missionary has 

already "finished the course." ,We who miss her are con
fused and earth-bound in our understanding, faltering in 

our praise. But Irene? She is free and inexpressibly 

happy as she sings with hosts of angels and the Redeemed, 

the praises of the King of Life! 
Irene Thoresen 

(Mrs. Hans V. Thoresen) 

* * * 
Irene Norre Morek was born October 3, 1921, in Basano, 

Alberta, Canada. She was baptized and con!fir:ffied in Dick

son, Alberta, where she also received her education. 

On September 10, 1944, she was united in marriage with 

Pastor Arnfeld Morek whom she accompanied to Colombia 

in December of the same year, and together with whom she 

served in the Lutheran Bible Institute at Duitama the past 
year. 

On May 15, 1946, she passed away after a brief illness. 
She leaves to mourn her departure her husband and little 
daughter Agnes of nine months, as well as her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jens No:rre, and two sisters, Anna and Selma, all 
of Dickson, Alberta, Canada. 

Blessed be her memory! 

To the many friends who in <this trying hour of bereave-
-Arnt", as the children called her, fell ill from diptheria. ment have prayed for us and in so many other ways have 

She rallied after some weeks and her husband rather re- shown their understanding kindness I wish to express my 

luctantly left on his trip. She hasn't been her former sincerest gratitude and thanks. "We sorrow not as they 
strong self these months, but seemed quHe well, although who have no hope." 
her throat has not been perfectly normal and so she has not Arnfeld C. Morek 
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The Rev. Harold L. Olson 
Duitama, Boyaca 
Colombia 
South America 

Dear Rev. Olson: 

October 9, 1946. 

VIA AIR MAIL 

Many thanks for letters of September 28th and October 2nd. I want to 
congratulate you upon your election as Superintendent. May God guide 
you in that work and give you grace and strength for each task. 

Before referring to recent Board Minutes, copies of which are enclosed, 
I wish to state generally what the practice is re. official corres
pondence when a field has been organized such as our field in Colombia 
now is. Up till now we have, as you know~ sent the salary checks to 
~be individual missionaries. We will continue to do that as far as you, 
Thoresen and Miss Bergh are concerned until the end of this year, as 
there may be some adjustment in accountswhich can best be taken care of 
in that way. From the first of next year the paylist will be sent to 
the Treasurer on the field, and a copy sent to the Superintendent. The 
treasurer will then pay the salaries accord.ing to the paylist. This 
will also be the procedure for IV Quarter 1946 as far as the former Cel
mosa missionaries are concerned. We take over their salaries from 
October 1st, as long as they are working on our field. If in the future 
they want to leave, well, then, of course, we do not pay their salaries 
from the time they leave. So far only the Quanruds have stated defi
nitely that they want to join our Joint Board. 

Now as to questions contained in your letter of September 28th: 
--· \>lives of missionaries do not have votes in the Missionary Conference, .. 

as they are not missionaries in charge of certain work apart from their ' 
homes. If a married woman, due to lack of workers, should be placed in 
charge of a certain work by the Conference and the approval of the Board, 
and be salaried accordingly, she would have vote as a single worker. 
The wives are members of the Conference and. have the right to spes.k. 

Ti
s long as the Celmo.sa Missionaries-are serving on our field and salaried 

by us, they w~~te_in_Q9E~erence, unless Conference itself 
hould decide otherwise. ---- ---~ 

-~ 

With regard to expansion, as for insxance starting work in Trinidad, 
the regular procedure is that such questions be decided by Conference 
and referred to the Home Boardffor approval before the new work can 
begin, but in your case we have waited so long to get a start, so that 
if Conference feels mhat it is important to get the work started in 
Trinidad at once, you had better go ahead. Our next Board meeting will 
be November 4-6. We have had to make decisions here which ordinarily 
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Rev. Olson -2-

should be made on the field, so we must grant the SP~e privilege to the 
field. 

)( 

fl you will see from enclosed Minutes, we have paid to Celmosa $2,500.00 -
n lieu of $3,700.00 - sent out by them for the purchasing of property, 
nd if such property can be bought we, of course, abide by the decision 
ade before the transfer. 

I note what you say about questioning advisability of sending more mis
sionaries out on student visas. The Maldes are the next in line. They 
have been advised to get Student Visa, as they have been hoping to leave 
since in August. We first decided that they should go to Mexico, but 
when they did not get off before the transfer, I felt that it would be 
best that they now go to Medellin. From here there seems little hope of 
getting missionaries in on a permanent reaident (immigrant) visa. What 
can be done from your end? 

We have sent the money to Calvert School as per your request. 

As to expenses, I suggest that you charge the difference in cost of living 
between staying at a Station and staying 1n Bogota to your travel expen
ses. We are aware of the fact that when you men left on the trip, it 
meant extra expenses for the families, and you are justified in charging 
the extra expenses as part of the cost of travel. 

I note what you say about single workers. We have called two more: 
Belva Nerlien and Valborg Thorkelson. Miss Nerlien (teacher) has accepted 
and expects to leave in January. Miss Thorkelaon has not accepted as yet. 
We also have an application from a nurse and probably would call her at 
the meeting in November, but if you think we should wait, we will do so. 

A few words about Conference Minutes: 

It is the practice that a copy of the~l~inutes be sent to the Mission Sec
retary by the Conference secretary as soon as possible. The Superinten
dent then sends the official copy home with hie follow-letter commenting 
upon or explaining d.ecisions which need such comments. The Conference 
(or Executive Committee) also decides upon the budget for the year. This 
is usually divided into two parts: Regular Budget which includes the 
annual expenses such as house rent, salaries of national workers, ordinary 
travel in the districts, upkeep, etc., and Special Budget which includes 
items not on the annual budget such as cost of buying property at a given 
place, cost of building a particular building, etc. 

In the Regular Budget should also be inclu.ded an annual grant for Litera
ture, cost of running schools, and an amount voted for the Emergency Fund, 
which is used to defray unforeseen expenses, such as doctor or hospital 
expenses for missionaries, etc. 
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Rev. Olson -3-

The Conference Minutes are then referred to the Home Board by the Mission 
Secretary who sends copies of the Board Minutes to the Superintendent 
with a follow-letter explaining items which need explanation. We send 
a copy for each member of the Executive Committee, and the Superintendent 
sends the copies on to the other members. These Minutes are usually read 
in Conference, so that all the members will get the information, but we 
~not send copies to more than the members of the Executive Committee. 

I am glad that you have decided to have a special Conference for Spiritual 
fellowship. 

This will be all for this letter. The follow-letter deals more "formally" 
with items in the Board Minutes. 

With cordial greetings and best wishes to yourself and family, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

jeg:h 

t:5. rr~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r 
/?;~/~~ o~ ~~ 
/~~ -
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The Rev. Harold L. Olson 
The Rev. Hans V. Thoresen 
Boyaca, Colombia 
South America 

Dear Friends: 

October 23, 1946 

Please excuse this joint letter, but as I have to write about various 
items I save time by writing you jointly. 

Enclosed please find checks as per statements. 

From the beginning of next year our Latin America field Will be o~ the 
same basis as the other fields - that is, the paylist and checks will 
be sent to the Treasurer, who will pay out salaries, etc. according to 
the paylist. This means that beginning with next January all the items 
for the field. except the salaries for the missionaries should be 
budgetted. The budgetting is usually done by the Executive Committee 
on the field and should be in the hands of the Board preferably before 
the end of the previous year. In yo~r case this can not be, but please 
try to have the budgetting for 194? here by February let. What should 
the budget contain? Well, the following items are the most common: 
Traveling expenses on the field. This may be budgetted for under 
each station. In that case the travel for the station district will 
be an integral part of the budget for that district. 
House rent. 
Salaries for Colombian workers. 

--~~ning expenses for the schools. 
o1.~1'4"~ 

Those are the most common items on the budget. The salari~sAare, of 
course, determined here and need not be counted as part of tne budget 
for the field.. 

The cost of purchasing property or cost of building operations should 
be budgetted for as a special budget and not be a part of the annual 
budget for the field. Then, in addition to the items suggested above. 
you will have an amount budgetted annually for an emergency fund. 
This will be used to defray unforeseen expenses, such as special 
travel outside the regular districts, emergency medical expenses, etc. 

Personal contributions. Up until now we have sent you these contri
butions individually, but from now on they will go on the payli~t. 
If the contributions are directed to individual missionaries the 
Treasurer will be instructed to pay them out accordingly. If they 
are given to the mission as such without designation as to what they 
are to be used for, the Executive Committee or Conference will decide 
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as to how the money is to be used. It is important that the 
Treasurer acknowledges the receipts of such gifts and states how 
the gifts are being used. Usually the names of the donors are sent 
with the gifts. In the case of anonymous gifts, such acknowledgments 
of course can not be made, but the Executive Committee decisions ·or 
Conference decisions will be a record for our~fice so that we have 
a list of how the gifts are being dispensed. I Gifts given to the 
missionary without any designation as to how they are to be used 
will be sent to the missionary for whom they are given. It will 
be up to him to decide how to use them and no record need be sent 
to the office as these have to be considered persinal. Of course. 
if it is stated that the gifts are to be used for the work, then 
the missionary should decide where to use the gift and report to 

___ c_~nference accordingly. 

I do hope that you and your families are well. Please remember me 
to all the friends on the field. May God richly bless you and bless 
His work through you! 

With kind greetings, I am 

JEG:EL 
Encls. 

Very sincerely yours. 

· . 
.. 
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(Letter in part) 

Office of Miss ion Secretary 
October 23, 1946 

"From the beginning of next year our Latin America field will be on the 
same basis as the other fields - that is, the paylist and checks will 
be sent to. the Treasurer, 1'lho will ~ay out salaries, etc. according to 
the paylist. This means that beginning with next January all the items 
for the field except the salaries for the missionaries should be 
budgetted. The bb.dgetting is usually done by the Executive Committee 
on the field and should be in the hands of the Board preferably before 
the end of the previous year. In your case this cannot be, but please 
try to have the budgetting for 194'7 here by February lst. What should 
the budget contain? Well, the following items are the most com_rnon: 
Traveling expenses on the field. This may be budgetted for under 
an integral part of the budget for that district. 
Rouse rent. 
Salaries for Colombian workers. 
Running expenses for the schools. 

Those are the most com.."'lon iterJ.s on the budget. The salaries of mis
sionaries are, of course, determined here and need not be counted as 
part of the budget for the field. 

rrhe cost of purchasing property or cost of building operations should 
be budgetted for e. s a special budget end not be a part of the annual 
budget for the field. Then, in addition to the :i_tems suggested above, 
you will have an amount budget ted annually for an emergency fund. 
This will be used to defray unforeseen expenses, such as s"t)ecial 
travel outside the regular districts, emergency Y:ledical expenses, etc. 

:Personal contributions. Up until now we heve sent you these contri
butions individually, but from now on they ·will go on the paylist. 
If the contributions are directed to individual missionaries the 
Treasurer will be instructed to pay them out accordingly. If they 
are given to the mission as such without designation as to what they 
are to be used for, the Executive Committee or Conference will decide 
as to how the money is to be used. It is important that the Treasurer 
acknowledges the receipts of such gifts a1~ states how the gifts are 
being used. Usually the names of the donors are sent with the gifts. 
In the case of anonymous gifts, such acknot.''ledgments of course cannot 
be made, but the Execut.ive Committee decisions or Conference decisions 
will be a record for our office so the t we lwve a list of how the gifts 
are being dispensed. Gifts given to the missionary without any designa
tion as to how they are to be used will be sent to the missionary for 
whom they are given. It will be up to him to decide how to use them and 
no record need be sent to the office as these have to be considered 
personal. Of course, if it is stated tr:JBt the gifts e.re to be usec1_ for 
the v·rork, then the missionary should decide where to use the gift and 
report to Conference ace oro ingly • 11 
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Jeep Aids-Missionary-and Inspires Community Project 
By Arnfeld C. Morek · 

Not long after arriving in Colom
bia I wrote an article on the work 
of our mission in the plains of Casa
nare, which I had recently visited, 
mentioning casually the advantage 
of having a jeep to traverse those 
trackless plains with the Good 
News. Today I am more convinced 
than ever that it will prove a great 
asset to the work there, during the 
dry season and here in the interior 
during the rainy season or at any 
time. 

First of all let me thank those who, by their gifts (after 
having caught the vision), made a concrete reality out of 
what was on my part, a dream and a casual remark.· Aware 
of present difficulties in importing vehicles and seeing a 
good buy on a 1946 model Willys Jeep, in Bogota, as good as 
brand new, we acted even though the fund for that purpose 
still lacked some in completing the price. The vehicle is 
now registered in the state of Boyaca and has already made 
its first trip in the service of the mission. 

Services were announced in Parpa for Friday and Satur
aday night and Sunday. To meet this appointment oy bus 
~nd truck and mule I should have left Duitama Thursdav 

noon. With the Jeep Friday noon is early enough. Re;. 
Ostrem, who had business to do in Socha accompanied me 
as far as that town and we took turns at the wheel. Ar
riving at Pinos I somewhat reluctantly left the jeep in the 
open yard of a friend whose house faces the highway and 
walked the forty-five minutes distance over the rugged 
mountain path to Parpa. He would guard it as best he 
could till I should return on Wednesday. 

Not many attended services Friday night in Parpa, partly 
due, perhaps to the rain, which makes the mountain paths 
not only disagreeable but dangerous and the atmosphere 
cold and penetrating, but perhaps also due to the indiffer
ence of those good people who enjoy the honor of being 
the first evangelical congregation in Boyaca and of having 
the oldest evangelical chapel in that state. Saturday night 
many more came out for the social evening with games and 
taify pull. We believe that the healthy fun of such an eve
ning can help to bring them together and to forget and for
give past jealousies and bickerings and that the parting 
hymns and words of devotion fall upon open hearts. The 
Sunday school session as usual was marked by the lack of 
adult attendance, thanks to the Sunday market in Socota. 
However quite a number turned out for the evening ser-

awce, at the close of which Mr. Leal, pioneer evangelist in 
~oyaca, appealed for more unity of spirit and for volunteers 

to accompany the missionary on an inspection trip over the 
mountains to investigate the possibility of improving the 
mule trail sufficiently to bring the jeep right down to Par
pa, where it could be kept in safety. This, he also pointed 
out, would be a great psychological victory for the com
munity, towards more highway facility. It was decided that 

those interested should meet us on the paramo when we·· 
returned lrom Mausa on Wednesday. A picnic dinner 
would be served and we would proceed to examine the 
road. . . 

' .... 

Mr. Leal eagerly accepted my invitation ·to accompany me 
to Mausa, having heard that an old schoolmate of. his there 
and his family were showing great interest in the gospel and 
were attending all the services. · He would like to spe~ 
to them personally. The four hour march to Mausa passed 
rapidly and easily as we were absorbed in conversation 
about problems and possibilties of the work. Juan Mon
toya had also come over from Mausa to meet us. He is the 
humble owner of a little farm, a water mill (with big stones) 
and a loom on which he does very nice work. His house, 
which is as open to visitors as his heart,· is the home of the 
day school and its teacher as well as the visiting mission
aries. Services are also held in the class room. Several 
who were formerly fanatically opposed to the Gospel now 
attend and listen with interest. The way of salvation was 
clearly presented both Monday and Tuesday night and we 
know that the Word was heard with eagerness; on the part 
of some for the first time. 

It was still dark when Mr. Leal awakened me to start our 
treck back to Parpa through the grey mist of the chilly 
morning. Enthusiasm was not lacking among the little 
group that had gathered on the paramo for the road inspec
tion and it grew as we made our way along the mountain 
toward the highway. Half way we met a couple of influen
cialnon-evangelicals, to whom Mr. Leal also explained the 
proposed project, with the result that they joined us. "This 
bank will have to be cut down with pick and shovel.
"This rock will need a shot of dynamite but this one can 
be moved by hand. Here the trail will have to be widened 
or the· thing will roll off into the abyss below." "We could 
do this work in a week if we got enough guys interested." 
"How shall we organize?"-

Though rumors had circulated about a strange, unknown 
vehicle which had come to the community, supposedly be
longing to kidnappers, we found the Jeep in good shape 
when we returned to the highway. True, it had been plas
tered with potatoes and old cottage cheese, by some rascals 
passing .in a truck but had suffered only very slight damage. 
The section superintendent of the highway has now offered 
us garage space on government property at any time or un
til the road can ·be opened to Parpa. 

At 3:30 we (a couple of believers and I) sped off around 
the jacknife curves with pendant rocks above and yawning 
depths below, thankful to God for protection and guidance 
in all and grateful to the cheerful givers in the North who 
have placed this useful little machine in our hands. It was 
noW6:30 when we rolled into Duitama. We had done in 
less than three hours what has before taken us part of two 
days. Thank you! ! 

Arnfeld C. Morek 
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Rev. HArold r,. Olson, the Superintendent, orened the Oonfereno£S, oon
~uot tng the devotion. · He a poke on ""A Sus 0%'11enes" (At Tour o:Mars) 1 
streeotng tbet like the GoloL"tbian students respo!X! to roll cell with 
.. A ls arden", a,., we should pleoe oursel ve~ t,o be taught ot nor.! 1 es the 
baggage oar:·ters sey that, we ehnuld pleoe oursel v~s to serve r"« enf' 
our fellOW!.'!ent es e Colombian places his house "A sua ordenes", so we 
ehoulr.1 place our h:':'>use en1 home et Ood'e service on! the Oolo!:b!ena: and 
as a parent eeys, arter e oompltm~nttU"7 rermrk ebout bi.o ~h1ld 1 ""A ous 
orl!enes"• so ~ ~re bl~tu~ed in -pleoing our ohill!ren et God •a orders. 

A:f'ter this a description of the field in aolOt"'.tbia ne stven fO't" the sake 
of the new m1as1oner1e-s en1 visitors. The super1ntenl!ent then geve his 
re;,ort, ef'ter. which r';1aouna1!..ln followed. 

Greetings VIE'<!'~ then brought. by M1S~ Virginia Antonsen ot Medell1n 1 nt-. (';• 
Guldseth• nnd ~ev. Roy ~lde, ,__!l'i tho !"10rninf: session olonM with r~ 1s-
cues1on. · 

A tternoon Sese ion: 

r!isa1')nt~ry Olger (tunm•ut! rypenf!tl thP Rees1.nn, giving us ~ ~ditet!on on 
the ffmtfem~ntel Bttributf"~ of the gr~t !'l!Rsif)Mt"y1 the A_pe>etle ~·nul. 
He ~~n 11v1nely cell~, Acts 26:161 a ~ebtor to the ~~nt!l~e, Rom. 1:14: 
S@rVF!nt of' Pll, ! Cor. \l:9; uneshemed n! h1a tesk 1 .. .Hom. 1:16t 'for be wee 

a e st~~r.e of the '!tf!!teri~s of ~..o{:, I Cor. 4:1; eager to r~oh out to 
~ those '·mo bed not boorl!t Ron. 15:20; being impelled by the l()Ve "'f ,....od 

end Chr1.st to' do and b~ whet oo ~c, II Cor. 5:14. All thf-'ae ere found 
t,. the Co:m1isalon, ~!rrk 16:15. · 

The "'i"eaourer•s r€';:ort Wf\n :~1vcn r:·nl' ~ 1smmsed by th~ gt"()UIJ• Then the 
surer-intf:l'nr'!ent rend ~!n•~ r.ntplednet1 +;h.., !rtter 'f:roo the H::>..~e or~·tce es t, 

e1"nonsl contribut!-ms f'H~ th~· hen~ilinf; ;i' ether contribut1'1nn: ~lso, a 
l~tt~r,es~:1nS": t~t ~ 11nt ~r basic furniture b' provtt!ed by the ~~~1s
s1:')n!'ll,..1.-a on th(' f~...,lr~, v~s res(! A!l''' th"1rou;?,hly discussed. 

f41os1one.ry A. 'Morek conduct~ devotions end moo.1tat1on on Erhesiann ~ :1-12, 
•oe~tiv~s of ~hr1st•. 

Busin~ss: 

Uovr:-(1 that the Gcl-:nooo ~if'miorwr1rB bt> ·. '!.vf'n 'r'1t:ht of vo':~ 1n the confer
ence. Oerried. 

Vote~': that t,!:!.of',1ooory V'1rgtnif' Antonsen em t,d8s1onery H11dur Thor~::ilt'!son 
b4? r:ivf:"n voice 1n confnr'"'noe. 

~~eO!'t!tn,..y•s report reed P.nr~ nprcrovod. 

J..etter trn!'n •~1ns Tennis r('tH'. ~f!'cretfl .. ~y !.r;.St,ruotee t.o ~ oknotvle<"ge l~tter. 
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M1sstonar1~s ontrom end MOrek electfX1 for aucUt!ng oouaittee. 

Yote4 t 'rhat plao~nts ot Septenber 25-26 be epprovecl. 

llot1on toot we nominate ell four orrtcere on tb'at ballot. Oerr1ed. 

Motion thet all persona bev1D! vote mey ~leo hold ..,ft!oe. oarrtett. 

Bleot1on of Offlcere: 8uper1ntet'ldent - olson, V1oe-super1nteDtent -
ostrea (by .aoclamat1on), secretary • !!()rok, lf!&PP?tt- Quanrut. 

Motion that .we interpret pera&reph A ot atateaent or policies tor tretlD 
Jmertoa, Board ~~eet1!28 April 19-80, lMS, aa perm1tt1os vottas women to 
hold otnoe. O&rrted. 

Bleotian ot xxeoutive ttamalttee: 'l'hore~ten, Morek and Heer4e. 

lira. 'f'b.oreaen elected ea oontrtb!rttng ed !tor of -The U1ss1~narr" • . 
f.t ~'\ 

Voted t '1'h&t we tnv1te Dr. eyrd~l to v1sJt the ttel.tl. \..Y__1144 ~ · ) 

!,ft*'l:MPJ1J!!!1qg: 

lites seerde lett tbe devotional perloo us1D« II Cor. 5:14.151 atreaatDc 
eBl*JiallJ the beautiful aD! eaaentlel thoushti •not I but Ohrtat who 
ltvetb in ae•. · 

Bus1neaa: 
{ 

Voted: !'bat the plaoe~J'Jt ot Morek in the Socha territory by the Jmeut1ve 
Coralttee be approved by the conference. 

supertnt.endent Olson rerorted on decisions ~de by the EXecutive Oo~1ttee 
. since septenber. 

Voted t That the Quenruds be re11tWe4 for furlough by the firat of August. 

Voted t 'rbet PAise Heerde be gNntoo tu'rlOURh at end ot> the school y-Mr • 

. Voted: That e month of vecmt1on br:> e~ven aisa1.oner1ea each year, en! thnt 
1\.~ lt be lengthen&(! to sbt weel~ \.>ben service runs over ~ year w·:~hout e 
~ veoet1on. 

Voted: '!'bst the t1~e ot ftoettons be l!etermined by the Executive Corn1ttee. 

~ Voted: Tlmt. $150.00 (peaoe) be allO\Yed eeob atngle worker for wost1on 
~ expense ell! t300.oo (pesos) 1n t.he oe.se ot e couple. · 

Miss 1omry Thoresen :present~ report on school plttn. 

V.,ted t That t!.l€< f-?llowtn": reo~en1ttt1ona of sa1'1 repDrt be aoce~ted by 
Oonferenoe: · 

1. That the tSterit11 t-;'b1cb is nu~t "~mended for the four grede.s of 
primer},. be broat'lened into ei~ ve•n·s nrl~ 't.~.at tho JtAuoat1onsl Direotor 
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be given the· authority to, step by step ee the altuatlon wtll e llow, 
map cut end tntttate such a change ln all our eohoole. · 

e. '!•bet we etr1ve to meke the a&me !!eye etreot.tve 1n GBOh school ror 
bes1nntna am clos1J18; thftt we begin the rtrat of Jaroh am oloae 
the leat of November, veoetton be 1ng from about July 80 to August 12; 
school deys, Wonday through Friday: hours, 8:00 • llt00 1 1r00 • 4:00. 

3. 'Phet the mlealon buy (or the oonsresatton ee a 'lrtlole) all tbt bookS 
ent'! material m the teacher. 

4. That the Dt1sa1on or the ooD{P'ept!oc :tu:mtsh th .. readers for the 
aoboola, but all other tt'8ter1a1 (boolat, paper, pencila, etc.) shall 
be boucht by the: ch1l~ren. 'fhe m1sston ebell eot ee the aupf'lY1DS 
agency. 

e. In o·raer that the teachers may receive a mntbly wage, t.be mtes!on 
ehflll eaRUile the respone1b111ty of peytns t.be teacher end ablll then 
in turn reoelve trom the OODf:INS8tion 1n the aeaaons tn 11h1cb it 
oan pey. 

·e. ttbat, as soon ea possible in each tndividuel oese • tbe oo~tion 
as such ea!IUJ.!le the reeponstb1l1ty of ttte aobool1 t.bet. !a, I'IODey shell 
be taken out of the ool'lgrep.tlon tunda tor ~ohool purpotu!e tbUa e11m1-
nat1ng the 1011viduel payments to the school. 

c.· omm. 1ttee of rour elected. to' erra. nge ror Spirituel conf'er•noe ln JulJ 
eett1ng t.ne date &nd arre1'161ns prosrem. ~he eleotecl were: AJl'toDeen, 
Ouldseth, Melde end Jtorek •. 

Mrs. La'l'son let! tile i!Ievot1onel per1o:! empbos1z1ng the conaoiousntHJS or 
God's presenoe, e rorward-looktng te.ith, em e spirit or supretne 88or1fioe. 

Bue1neso: 

Votf'd: That the cate of the buai.ness conference b~ l&tt as it is (between 
lemJiiry 5 an·~ 15). 

Motion thet bef'ore eny recom..~ndatton rt:rr the N!l'in& of' proP<trtr OJ" ror 
buildtnc N~ sent to tne Board, euob plena bt:~ epproVGa by t.he ueoutive 
Committee. Oerr1e4. 

Motion t.tmt the property 1uld build ins budsets for nu1tame, El cocuy arxl 
the Institute be given preeminence. O•rrted. 

~ Voted: Tl>at .the hudgets es -present~ ~or the ~ielt~ be approved. 

Voted: That tne action or too september Conference 1n ~ep1ng Miss Heerde 
aoo pleo1ng Hiss Danielson in the Institute be approved. 

Voted: Thet Miss Antonsen be added to the Tnet1tute stlltf'. 



Voted: That the tectohera ot the Institute who are only teaobera be plaoec1 
1n other ViOrk durit'lg the woetton montba &nd tl'l&t the pleo-.nt be done by 
the aeouti-ve Ootmltttee. 

Motion tbet the list es appro'fed by the oonrerenoe be preaented to the 
Boal't! ea basic furniture. ·canted. 

Voted: · That etn,sle workers be provided with the aeme insofar as atsht be 
neoee•ry• 

AfterJtoosp .ses~lcn: 

Rev. 08'trtnra lee! the devotions uatns es h18 text the •rds ".ADd the d1ee1ples 
•re 81&4 wben tbey saw the tot'd•. 

Buatneeas 

Motion. tbat we strongly Meoaena to the !Soard that all srr1ed ..,_n 
11lteatorar1fl's ~e ~tven a rtabt to vow. oarrtett. ~~ 

rvotect t 'l'bat the tra1n1q aohool be called •rnatttuto Bibl100.0ulturel• 
(4e ·la tslest.e. EftnseltO* Luterena en Colombia). 

Vote4 t 'l'bat our paper be called -voa Luterana•. 
. 

Voted: 'ftlet our book store bo celled •t.tbrerSa Real•. 

Col'IIDf.ttee elected to stucy am recommend es to what type and What pr!oe of 
station furniture. . 

uot1oo· that eererete livtnc quarters w111 be provided tor single workers 
wber('} ther\"" ar(' two or ~re at_ a etation a~ where such errangrnnenta can 
be setlsteotor!ly made.· carr ted. 

Health Hints wer~ g!v~n by Dr. Oultleeth •. 

~'!.'he A12dit!.ns Committee reported that the Treesurer•a boo}:s wet:"t" towd ot?rrect. 

!'be 0'1nter~nce as elosed by • seoaton or prayer in wh!eh severel perto6k. 

Respeottully submitted, 

• •• 



Mr. Olger Quanrud 
Apartado 25 
'l'unja, Boyaca 
Colombia, South America 

Dear Mr. Quanrud: 

February 6, 1947. 

VIA AIR IOOL 

I am enclosing Paylist w1 th a check to the amount of !5,,83'7.15 
which is the amount that should cover the X Quarter 194'7 pa)'Jilent• 
on the field. You will note that the regular budget and station 
expenses are marked pending Board action. The Board has now taken 
action and has approved that budget. 'l'he extra budget for capi
tal investments and construction work is not included here. Work 
of this nature should be submitted in detail to receive the appro
val of the Board before money is sent.to the field. The next Board 
meeting w111 be the second week 1n Ma7. If there is by that ttme 
any definite construction work that 1s needed, it can be considered 
at that meeting. Any emergenny fund needed for the special budget 
which would include capital investments or oonstruct1on·worlt could 
be described in letter and we may take action direct.here from the 
office, pending future favorable action by the Board. 

Please note the salary schedule on the third page. Miss Virginia 
Antonson is included 1n the list. !he Board decided at ita meet
ing yesterday to call her as a regular miss~onary. We have deduo
ted pension fund. dues for her beginning with February let (the 
beginning of the fiscal year of our Ohurch). 

Mrs. Andrew Lnrson. Mrs. Larson is listed for $1,400.00 a year. 
Since then I have talked to ReT. Andrew Larson and he indicates 
that the second term salnr~ ·for s1ngl.e l.ady 1v"Orkers 'tfOUld be sut
~icient. That amounts to 31,050.00. I think that you ehould·pay 
her on that basis until you can ha.ve a meeting of the Executive 
Committee to settle what you think would be a fair sa.le.ry. Perhaps 
something lik$ $1,200.00 would be more equit~ble in comparison 
with other sa~1es. I.put $1,400.00.dow~~~ an indication ot what 
you should pa ~t to be sure you would have enough. Please in
dicate in ear y letter what you decide eo that we may make adjust
ments on the next paylist. 

G. J. Guldseth. ·Dr. Guldseth wUl need some money for his own sup
port in Colombia. His salary 1s now being sent to Mrs. Guldseth. 
Please refer this matter to the Executive Committee. They should 
send suggestion as to what he should receive whlle he is there 
alone. In China the practice that has been in vogue is that the 
family in America receives the salary. T.he man who is alone on 
the field receives mere subsistence pay, not considered salary and 
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Mr. Quanrud -2-

therefore not taking into considera~ion length or service, eto. 

The Board has decided to call Rev. Andrew Larson to become a mis
sionary on our field in Colombia. Further details will be wr1 tten 
you on this 1f and when he accepts. the call. 

House Rent and 'rui t1on at Medellin. You will note on the first 
page that 1 have included house rent and tuition tor the students 
at Medellin. fo keep the accounts straight, 1-t is bast that every
t~ing. go. es to one. ~easury on\ the. fie1d~ I aml therefore,. request
~ that Mr. La Porte send bills tor house ren~ and tuition d1reet-
1T to Quanrud. Before the next quarter is sent out, we should have 
an estimate ror the needs tor the balance of the year. Missionaries 
trom our Church coming out between now and fall are the folloWing: 
Misses Belva. Nerlien and Viola Sheldahl, Rev. and Mrs. !heodore 
Mendenhall and rWLily end Rev. and Mrs. Otis l..ee. A call is being 
sent to Rev. Lee rollow1ng action of the Board at yesterday's ses
sion. 

Last week Rev. Be{\Jamin Ostrem 't?as in my ottice. He stated that 
at the time thst complete settlement between the American Associa
tion or Celmosa and the Churches was mede, there was a sum ot 
$3,700.00 on the field. As this money hne been given tor mission 
work in Colombia, it was felt that it should remain there. Some 
of the members of the Oelmosa Association telt that this money should. 
be returned to America so that it could be utilized in any new pro
ject the Celmosa Association wishes to take up. It was, therefore, 
decided that the Church pay $2,500.00. This sum was ~aid to the 
Celmosa Association on October 1, 1946. This sum ot ,2,500.00 is 
given in consideration ot the transfer ot property and ot the field 
in Colombia, and the agreement was that Celmos& would •transfer to 
the parties ot the second part its t1eld and mission interest in 
Colombia, South America together with all property, real and personal, 
held there, Rnd particularly books, furniture, money_or other proper
ty owned by the party ot the first part and now situated in Colom
bia, South America to the parties ot the second part. 6 The parties 
ot the second part refer to the Lutheran Bodies now conducting the 
work 1n ~olombia. !his agreement had in mind the sum of $3,700.00 
that had been sent down by the Oelmosa organization tor construction 
purposes. Rev. Ostrem has told me that an additional t2,00o.oo 1n 
cash has been discovered in Colombia as belonging to Celmosa. l 
would like to have you investigate to see it this 82,000.00 is avail
able. It it is, it is the agreement ot our Joint Boards that thia 
shall be available tor the Celmosa Assot1at~on in America, it the7 
desire the money, when the $3,700.00 already mentioned 1s turned 
over to our present mission treasury according to the agreement, and 
with the understanding (suggested by Rev. Ostrem) that the Celmosa 
Association take care of the traveling expenses ot Rev. Larson trom. 
the field to America and return. It is very much hoped that when 
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Rev. Larson returns that he will be a member or our Mission. 

The Board has consented to the rectuest ot the Mission that I should 
take a trip to Colombia next summer. !he date has not been dert
nitely set. I think it would be well that all special plans and 
policies might be prepared in a preliminary state before that ttae 
so that they may be talked over in detail. I will find it rather 
dif'ticul t to pull auay at 8Jl7 time 1tf'ter such a short time 1n tak
ing over the ~ork in the office. but 1f' it is found advisable. I 
shall be glad to come. · 

liitlutee o't the Board meeting with following letter will come short
ly. 'rhey are still in the hands of the secretary of the Board. 
Whatever I have given you ot the Board's decisions in this lett~ 
is trom memory and, therefore, not to be'quoted ae the exact decision. 
I think, ho~ever, that I have at least given the sense of the de
o1eionr. made. 

May God continue to bless your work in Colombia. I feel that now . 
when we have a definite budget and are planning the work ahead that 
we have eome_ot age and that we are ready to make big strides ahead. 
May God guide every step along the way that all l'rork might be done 
to Hie'glory. 

Sincerely yours 1n Christ, 

P.. A. Syrdal 
m. h. 

ras:h Mission Secretary 

(CO to Rev. Harold Olson) 



/3enjallli11 f.J. PearSOit, Sec' IJ - Ureas.' a 1947 
fJpdo .JVai. 364, ;-:Jpdo Here; 1/41.February 1 ' 

jlledclhn. Colombia{.. J' .,..,I j. u"' I So~) 
Dear Uissionary Friend~ 11'-• v o. 

You are here in Colombia as a' missionary because you have 
felt the divine call of God, and have responded .to that call 

Calvary Holiness Church with the dedicat'ion of your life to His service~ · 
Mission · 

Agencias Biblicas 
Unidas 

. . . . . Every one of us who are missionaries, working in any one. of 
Ch~Istlan and MissiOnary the twenty-six missions now ~recognized as h<tving evangel~cal 
Alliance work in Colombia, are interested in the maintaining ot those 

Colombia Evangelical 
Lutheran Mission 

religious liberties which made our coming to Colombia . 
possible, and insuring the.entran~e to Colombia in the futuPe 
of those who will be our successors or our·helpers as th~y 

Cumberland Presbyterian come ·to augment the .number of evangelical workers in this 
Mission land. · 

/ 

Int~ramerican Missionarywith feeling that you would be interested to know a little 
Society more definitely concerning the voluntary association of 
Latin American Mission mission representatives, whose primary org{Ulizational 

objective is maintaining and increasing ·those religious 
l'iberties that make evangelical work for every one of us 
possible, the Evangelical Missions Officers' Council is send
ing to you herewith a brief report of our recent January 1947 
meeting, a copy of oor articles of faith, and the constitu
tion under which we operate. 

l\'Iennonite Mission 

Presbyterian Mission 

Open Bible Standard 
Mission 

Scandinavian Alliance 
Mission 

South American Indian 
Mission 

Wesleyan Methodist 
Mission 

The Evangelical Missions Officers' Council, through its 
Executive Co~ttee and its Legal Affairs Committee is ready 
to assist every .l!li.ssionary and every mission in any way that 
!'!laY be possible, whether that mission is a member or not 
of the Evangelical Missions Officers t Council. We all nrus t 
recognize, of course, ttrls fact that the· greater ~he united 
front which we can present befO!'e the Government the greater 
the prospects are of being able to serve eac~ miesiaf and 
meet the needs of the missionaries in the legal .problems 
which may present themselves. · 

In addition to this primary organizational objective, this group of the represen-
- tatives of member missions has known in our recent meeting a veritable mount of 

transfiguration and spiritual vision. Our prayer service from 5:00 to 7:00 on 
Wednesday m:>rning, January 29 is sqmething that oone of us will ever forget, and we 
feel certain that revival impulses were set in motion which will effect the future 
of oor evangelical work in Colombia. Very distinctl~, part of our objective 
spiritually is that we shall pray for one anot·her that sin my be put out of every 
life, worldliness and faithlessness to the Lord ~anished, and Christ reign alone in 
yielded lives through the indwelling and fullness of His Holy Spirit. 

We extend to QVery mission a warm ~nvitation to become associated with the 
Evangelical Missions Officers• Council as an active member of same, free to write 
to our president, Rev. o. E. Langeloh, Apdo6 79; Popayan, Colombia; who will be glad 
to answer 811¥ of your questions. . ~-. 

(9 :~:~ ~C?'~~-in~im .· '~ 
-·-.- ,..., -·'- .. - ·--~ .\t.~..v'~·::aLL 
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STORY OF THE MEETIID 
of the 

EVANGELICAL MISSIONS OFFI.C~ 1 C'OU.tCIL 
ai the 

INI'ERAMERICAN BI8~ SElUW.~
ltedellfn 

January 28-2C), 1947 

As the sessions of this meeting of representatives of the member missions of. 
the Evangelical Missions Officers• Council came tb a close1 one ~issionary 
leader was heard te remark, "The keynotes of this meeting have been prayer 
and revival." Another statement made was, "As each of us retu:::-ns to h:1.:3 o>1n 
field of labor, it will be feeling that the first duty is prayer. tl Such 
was the lasting impression made upon each of us who had the privilege of 
attending this missionary gathering. 

Outstanding in the thought of each one present will undoubtedly remain always 
the inspiration of two messages on revival given on Tuesday afternoon, -
January 28. 

In the first message Rev. Robert Lytle~ superintendent of the Wesleyan Metho~ 
dist Mission, spoke· on the source and leaders of great rev:tvals. He stated 
thattffR~ source had always been the Holy Spirit. He drew attention to the e 
fact;a study of revivals could be sub-divided into: ~~uL~os~ of rBvivals, 
the prayer basis in revivals, the pow~r essential to re-ri·lal:3~ ~he pu~ity 
needed for revivals. 'Ihe purpose of revivals as given in Acts 2:1 is that 
men might fulfill the will of God •. Revivals are born in prayer and come 
through prayer. Mr. Nash was the man who upheld Mr. Finney in prayer. Re• 
vival can be expected when christians have the spirit of prayer. The spirit 
of prayer 'is evident when christians have a continual desire for the conver
sion of sinners. Jesus told the disciples that they were to receive power. 
(Aots 1:8) Revivals come when men and churches are filled with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Revival leaders have given much emphasis to the need of 
power. We need not just one filling of the Holy Sp~ritj but rather we need 
a continual day by day filling. Then a revival also grows out of the pure 
life of men·and churches. This life of purity, the presenc~ of the Holy 
Spirit makes a reality. It is not enough to have good theology, but we muPt 
also haTe gocd practice. People must be able to feel and see the power of 
the Spirit of God in us. (II Cor. 2:14-16) 

Following this~ Rev. o. E. Langeloh, superintendent of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance, spe~king on the possibilities of revival in Colombia, 
stated that there is no price too great to pay to make Christ known in 
Colombia. It has been saidt he continued, that South America has never yet 
had a revival. We can have a revival• however, by having a living, genuine 
contact with Christ and by giving ourselves to Him. Prayer~ toe, can be the 
means of bringing a revival and can win whole territories t0 Chris:;. Colom
bi" is a trust given to us by God. There are many obsta~les, but ais~ many 
opportunities. To make p•ssibilities bear fruit, we must have a cc•!I'~:.ttal 
of ourselves to Christ. You cannot live on spiritual reserves, bui; mu~t 1-o , 

daily partake of Christ, His sacrifice, His Spirit, His power, His vi~tory. 

In the discussion which followed these messages, the question was a~ked, What 
hinders a revival in Colombia? Va~us answers were given, among whict were 
(a) qurselvesJ (b) not enough prayer, perhaps we do not pray beca~se we are 
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afraid of what God may require of USJ (c) national workers do not have 
vision nor much conviction, but this may be due to the fact that they do 
not have a very good example in us 9 and we cannot expect more from them 
than what we are ourselves; (d) a lack_ of conviction about sin9 we fail to . 
come to grips with issues, we need a deep convic·cion against sin and posi
tive moral convictions; (e) we need the overflowing life of the Holy Spirit, 
who convicts of and saves from sin; (f) we may have sins that the nationals 
see and that to them are worse than the sins we may see in them. 

Following these two soul-searching messages by men who came to us under the 
anointing of the Spirit, ever-Y heart felt driven to an immediate prayer 
session in which deep confession of sin and plea·ding for the manifel'lta.tion 
of the Spirit of God was most evident. The Spirit of God descended upon the 
meeting, and we felt that here we were at the very center of those purpo~8s fo~ 
which Christ has brought us, as missionaries, to Colombia. As a result of 
this afternoon's session, and as our only possible response to the truth 
which had been laid upon our hearts, it was unanimously decided that we should 
meet together at S a.m. the following morning for a. two-hour prayer Fervice. 

As we walked through the darkness of the morning hours to the chapel, we felt 
still upon us the inspiration, the challenge, the dyn~mic of the service of 
the previous afternoon, and without any leader other than the blessed Holy 
Spirit Himself, one after another, hearts were opened in prayer and supplica
tion for God's Spirit to be poured out upon us and upon the nascient church 
of Colombia. As one and another felt led· of the Spirit, the Word of God 
came in power to search our hearts. The promises, flashed to us from the 
living word of Revelation, were as the voice of God speaking to us of the 
new, glorious day of revival that awaits the evangelical miFsionary cause 
and the evangelical churches of Colombia, as under the guidance of the Spirit, 
we follow our blessed Lord and Master in these days·and this great battle of 
the ages which is upon us now, and for which our glorious Christ has provid_ed 
an ample dynamic to insure victory. 

While these hours were indeed outsta~ding, it would be unfair to indicate that 
the spiritual emphasis was limited to them. In the very first eight o'clock 
session on January 28, in the devotional message, brought by Rev. Gerald Stucky 
it was evident that God in an unusual way was speaking to our hearts. 
Mr. Stucky~s mess~ge was a challenge to every missionary to put first thingF 
first, to refuse to let the busy drive of "things" to do crowd out the only 
GREAT DO-ER., We were led to feel the absolute necessity of first keeping a 
watch upon our own soul ~n~ our own relationship with Chrid es a spiritual 
foundation for.all that out Lord would do through us. At 2 p.m. Rev. Gordon 
Houser stirred our hearts with a.spiritual message in the devotional period. 
On Wednesday morning we were greatly refreshed by a devotional message by 
Rev. Fred Bryson. Throughout even the business sessions and the meetings of 
committees on Tuesday night, everyone was aware of the overshadowing preFence 
of God. 

The following member missions were represented by official delegates aR 
follows& Colombian Evangelical Lutheran Mission by Rev. Roy Malde; 
2. Christian and Missionary Alliance by Rev. o. E. Langeloh; 3. 'Cumberland 
Presbyterian Hission, Rev. Fred Bryson; 4. Interamerican Mif;sion, Rev. B. H. 
Pearson; S. Latin American Mission, Rev. Gordon Houser; 6. Mennonite Mission, 
Rev. Gerald Stucky; 7. Presbyterian Mission, Rev. T~ B. Raifsnyder; 8. Scan
danavian Alliance Mission, Rev. Elof Anderson; 9. Wesleyan Methodist Mission, 
Rev. Robert Lytle. The following missions were absent or only repreFented 
by a lettert Ageneia B!blicas Unidas• Calvary HolineRs Church, Open Bible 
Standard, South American Indian Mission. 
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It was a joy to weleome·into the fellowship of the E.M.o,c. a8 a member or
ganization the GP.neral Conference of Mennonites of North America repreFen
ted by Mr. Gerald Stucky. Mr. John Dyck was present with usr unofficially 
representing the Mennonite Brethren Church, and we greatly appreciatec his 
presence as a welcome visitor to the meetings of the E.M.o.c~ and look for
ward to the time when his mission will have un opportunity for considering 
members.hip in the E.U.o.c, and san become part of our united front before 
the Government of Colombia. 

G;eat interest was shown in the written report and recommendations brought 
from the Christian and Missionary Alliance by their superintendent~ )~. o. 
E. Langeloh. The report which was ordered incorporated into our minutes was 
as followsa "In view of the great need for united action on the part of all 
evangelical missions in Colombia, and whereas the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance is heartily in favor of fomenting a united front and cooperati~ .. 
with other missions in all matters relating to our common interests, we here
by recommend that this conference appoint our chairman, V.r. Langeloh, to 
represent our Mission at the Evangelical Missions Officers' Council to be 
held in Medellin, January 28-29. 

"It is further recommended that Mr. Langetbh present to the E.M.o.c. the 
matter of Roman Catholic monopoly in territories nacionales, with a view of 
maklng a new approach to the Colombian Govermnent and asking for a modifica• 
tion of the present laws." 

The results of the work of our Committees will be found in the Constitution 
enclc;.sed herewith. One addition is a pre~ble to the Constitution setting 
forth our purposes and which is as followsa 

"It ahall be the purpose of the Evangelical Missions Officers~ Council: 

"1, To cultivate the spirit of prayer and fellowship among the various 
mission bodies working in ColombiaJ 

fl2. To promote comity arrangements between said mission bodies; 

"3. And to present a united front before the authorities of the land. 

To that end, the following by·laws have been adoptea by the Council." 

Ancther addition of interest to all is Article VIII on Comity, which read~ as 
followsa -

"It is expected that all member missions will exercise Christian 
charity in the expansion of their work by being careful not to 
ancnoach on one another's territory, that no mission will enter 
territory recognized as belonging to another mission without duly 
eonsulting the leaders of said mission, and that in cases where 
an understanding cannot be reached, the question will be sub~itted 
to the Executive Committee of the E.M.o.c. If a misslon represen• 
ta:Uve of those involved is a member of the Executive Cormni ttee1 
his place shall be filled for the consideration of this matter by 
a neutral member of the Council," 

----------
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The following were elected members of the Legal Affairs Committees l!r. T. 
Bancroft Reifsnyder, Mr. Robert Lytle, and Mr.· Fred Bryson, Mr. Reifsnyder 
was elected chairman, 

In response to a letter from Dr, Forrest L. Knapp, of the World Sunday School 
Association, ltr, John Harbison, a member of the Interamerican Mission, who 
will be in Great Britain next August was asked to represent the E.M.o.c. of 
Colombia at this enlarged meeting of the World Council of the World Sunday 
School Association to be held in Great Britain during the week of Auguet 17, 
1947, It is also hoped that a Colombian can be present at this gathering, 
and the Executive Cotmnittee is investigating the possibility of securing 
such Colombian representative of the Colombian Evangelical Christian Church, 
providing there will be no-financial obligation on the part of the E.M.o.c. 

Some facts relative to the great National Crusade of.Mexico in which all 
denominations and missions of that land are cooperating in a Scripture• 
distribution Campaign to reach, if possible, every home and every person, 
were presented to the E.U.o,c. The Statement of Rev. Marroqu{n, secretary of 
the Bible House in Mexico City, was brough~ to thP group, and which.is as 
followss "I consider th9 national crusadefor Scripture distribution the 
greatest single thing that has ever happened ib the history of the evangelical 
mission to Mexico," Mr. Pearson, on bebalt of the Interamerican 'Mission, 
offered, witnout cost for free dhtribution, gospels in any number, as they 
may be available, to the missions in Colombia who desire to cooperate in 
such a National Crusade, Any who desire to become responsible for certain 
towns or areas, please write to Rev John T lmer Crusade Director, 
Apartado Nacional 364, Apartado a reo 1141, Medell1n, Colombia, stating how 
many gospels you wish to have sent to you for beginning this work. Any in
foroation which is desired by missionaries or their fellow-workers will be 
gladly given, 

The need for daily prayer for revival by missionaries and Colombian christians 
was discussed, and the group felt that each one must make himself responsible 
to promote interest in this great cause, It was voted that the Executive 
Committee be requested to set a day of prayer for revival in which all 
missions in Colombia might cooperate, 

It was decided to hold the next meeting of the E,M.o.c, in Bogot~, Janua[l 
2o-21,1946, subject to change by the Executive Committee~ if necessary. 

It was voted that the secretary be instructed to send a cordial invitation 
to non-member missions to join the E.M.O.C, If a special letter may not 
have been sent to you, and you are the person to bring this before your 
mission, would you kindly consider this report that cordial invitation to 
join with us and endeavor to secure the action of your mission requesting 
mec~ership. If there are any questions· whi.ch you desire to have answered, 
be free to address Rev. o. E, Langeloh, president, apartado 79, Popay~n, or 
any member of the Executive Committee of the E.M.o.c. 

It was with a great sense of thanksgiving to God for the wonderful spirit of 
prayer, revival and ha~o~ and cooperation which was evident throughout the 
meetings of this year's gathering of the EIIOC that the sessions closed by 
the singing of the doxology. 

o. E. I.angeloh president , B. H. Pearson Sec 'v-Trea.s'. 
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APPENDIX A 

EV ANGl4l.ICAL '•:fiSSION OFFICERS' COUNCIL 

Doctrinal Statement: 

.1. The TJJord of God, as contained in the 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 of 
the New Testament, is inspired by God, and constitutes the only rule of faith 
and conduct for the Christian, wltose right and duty it is to study the Vlord and 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit far its interpretation, in all things 
endeavoring to obey its teachings, remembering that the Old Testament should be 
studied in the light of the New, which fulfills and completes the Old. 

2. There is one God, a spirit, infinite eternal, unchangeable in his b~ing wisdom, 
power, holiness,· justice, love and truth. There are three p;rsons in the God
head, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the same in substance, and·one 
in pOWtir and glory. 

3. Jesus Christ is true God arxl true man; He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin 'lary; He bore our sins in His body on the cross, shedding His · . 
blood for our redemption; He bodily rose from the dead and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, where He intercedes for us, being 
the only mediator between God and man; and He shall come again to judge the 
living and the dead_ 

4. The Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity whd glorifies Christ, is the 
age~t of the Godhead in app).ying the salvation wrought by Jesus Christ to 
sirmers in this present world, convicting them of sin, and of righteousness 
and of judgment. The Holy Spirit moves men to accept redemption in Christ, 
comforts and edifies believers, working in them the fruits of sanctification, 
and endues with power for His service. 

5. Man was created in the image and likeness of God, with moral freedom. He was 
tempted, and disobeying the expressed will of God, sinned; so that throu~ 
one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death 
passed unto all men, for all have sinned. Yet God, being rich in mercy, 
offers IIEn eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. 

6. Salvation from sin and from eternal judgment is mt obtained by human works, 
nor by the observance of the law; it is tre gi.ft of God, which the repentant 
sirmer re~eives by faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ; and in none 
other is there salvation; for neither is there any other name under heaven, 
that is given among men, wherein we must be saved. 

7. The true church of Christ is invisible, consisting of all believers who, in 
all ages and among all races, tongues and nations, are united to Christ by 
faith- We recognize as visible churches all those bodies of believers which, 
submitting to a certain farm of (ecclesiastical) government, voluntarily 
associate themselves together to proclaim Christl s Gospel, to worship Him in 
spirit and in trut~, and orovoke one another to godly living, in accordance 
with the Scriptures. Of-these churches our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is 
the true and only Head. • 

• 



APPENDIX B -
BY-LATHS OF THE COUNCIL 

I. Name, This organization shall be called the "Evangelical Missions Officerst 
- Council". 

II. ~~embershiE• This Council shall be composed of all missions subscribing to 
the doctrinal statement and desiring to cooperate. Each missi.o.P...._. 

shall send its official representative, through whom all members of that 
mission should clear all matters to be presented to this Council. Upon 
written application new missions may be received into membership by a 
two-thirds vote of the Council. 

III. Meetings. 

A. Ueetings of the Council shall be held every two years. 

B. t special meeting of the Council may be called by the Executive Committee 
or upon petition of two-thirds of the mission executives of the cooperatin 
bodies. 

C. Attendance of official representatives of all member missions is expected 
at all biennial meetings. 

D. Place and date of meeting shall be determined in advance either by the 
Council or the Executive Committee, and notice of same shall be mailed 
by the secretary to the missions' representatives sixty dqys in advance 
of the meeting, except in cases of extreme emergency, when this time 
limit shall not be enforced. 

E. A majority of voting members eligible to a seat on the Council shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

IV. Officers. 

A. The officers of the Council shall be three: president, secretary
treasurer, and recording secretary. 

B. These officers shall be electl:jld by ballot at the last session of each 
biennial meeting and shall s~rve until their respective successors have 
been elected at the next biennial meeting. 

C. In case of a vacancy occurring among the officers of members of the 
committees, the Executive Committee shall appoint- someone to fill the 
unexpired term. When an officer or member of a standing committee 
ceases to be the official representative of his mission, his place 
is considered vacant and the Executive ·committee will oroceed to fill 
the vacancy. 

•. 
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D. Duties. 

1. President: shall preside at all meetings of the Council aad 
Executive Committee and shall serve as ex-oficio member of all 
committees except such as might concern the pr~sidency. 

2. Secretary-treasurer: shall keep a permanent record of all meetings 
of the Council and Executive Committee and send a digest of such 
records to each mission representative. He shall keep a file of 
all records and communications of either body and preserve a 
roster of membership and attend~nce at meetings. He shall send 
official notice of all meetings. He shall receive all r.1.on~.es of 
the Council, keep same in a recognized bank, issue receipt.s f:)r all 
money received, and keep vouchers of expenses. 

3~ Recording secretary: shall prepare the minutes of each session 
of the Council. He shall also compile aud keep up to date a 
·statistical chart of all evangelical work in Colombi~ 

V • Committees. The committees of the Council shall be of two classes, namely 
standing and special. 

A. Standing committees shall serve continuously and shall be elec-ted by 
ballot. Mo member can serve on two standing committees~ The follmving 
shall be the standing committees: (a) Executive Committee, (b) Legal 
Affairs Committee\ 

1. Membership and Composition. 

(a) The Executive Committee shall consist of the three officers 
of the Council. 

(b) The Legal Affairs Committee shall consist of three members 
preferably resident in Bogota~ 

2. Duties. 

(a) Executive Committee. This c~ttee shall represent the 
Council between sessions in all urgent matters which may come 
up; shall counsel new missions coming into the countr.y; and 
shall convoke the Council iu regular or special meetin~s. It 
shall also promote inter-mission regional gatherings, 1ncluding 
Colombian workers, in all part;> c.f Culonbia_, and genera~1-
conferences or congresses of such nature for the entiJ:e 
republic when deemed advisable~ 

(b) Legal Affairs Committee~ This committee shall represent as 
many cooperating (or mn-co.:)persting) Il'issions as .rm.;y a·· ... thorize 
it to do so before the c.)lomti£..r, gc.vernment a'1d/cr ~.b~) 
diplomatic and consular represer.ta.tives of foreign ·;Clunt.rles, 
in matters related to: 

(1) the legal problems connected with the entrance of 
missionaries into the co1mtry; 

(2) requests for justice in cases of persecution of either 
Colombians or missionaries; and 

(3) any other matters which may arise and have to be dealt 
wit.b 'throujl the afor~mentioned authoritias. 
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B. Special Committees shall be elected or appointed for special duties, 
They shall serve until those duties are fulfilled, and shall then be 
discharged. Such committees shall include the following and whatever 
others the Council may require from time to time: (a) Findings 
Committee, (b) Committee on Credentials and Nominations, and (c) 
Auditing Corrunittee. · 

VIo Right to Vote. 

A. Each member mission shall have one vote on Council matters - that of 
the executive who officially represents that mission. 

B. Two or mor!=J-Ali~?sions, if they find it expedient, may appoint a joint 
representative; but in that:case said representative shall still have 
only one vote. 

VII. Amendments. · Th~se by-laws my be amended at any Council meeting by a two-
thirds vote of the members present. · 

VIII. Comity. It is expected that all member missions will exercise Christian 
cha~ity in the expansion of their work by being careful not to 
encroach on one another's territory, that no mission will enter 
territory recognized as belonging to another mission without duly 
consulting the leaders of said mission, and that in cases where 
an understanding oannot be reached the q.1estion will be submitted 
to the Executive Committee of the E.~,r.o.c. If a mission representative 
of those involved is a member of the Executive Committee his place 
shall be filled for the consideration of this matter by a neutral 
member of the Council. 

-----.--------



MINU1'ES - EXECU'i1IVE COMMITTEE - APRIL 14, 194?. 

Meeting OpenP.d with praye~ by Thoresen. 

Sunt. rea1 letter from Dr. Syrdal re. visa application for 
M~ru'lenhalle and Sh~ltlanl .. 

Discussion or lette~s f~om Dr. Guldseth and medical program: 

Voted: that recommendation bn me.{'!.e that Dr. Guld.seth apply 
for a viea as a medical man (not as a mlesionary) and that 
the scope or hie medical 1orork be d.ecided after Dr. Syrdal 
and Rev. Jensen have visited the field. 

Vot~1~ that we protest against the action or. the Boa~~ in 
:t·efusing the vote to ma.rried. ~.romen A.nd that we aRk the Board. 
to reconAider aa1d action of the January Conference and that 
vote be g1Yen to all active workerA, men or womPn, whioh shall 
includP. the wives of those aotive workers. 

Voted: that we recommend to the Conference that financial 
arrangements l~th students nAed1ng help be ma1e through a 
committee chosen by the facuJ.ty of tha Institute. 

Meeting ad.,iourneii~ Morek oloeed w1 t.h prayer c 

\ • ( ;2_ 



MEDICAL SUHVEY IN GOLO£~BIA 
1:1~ IJr: G-t.L5-/-av Gt.ddterlt 

!?.!::rver of Investigati~n. 

Soon aftPr arriving 1n }.~edellin, Miss Tennis. who her=f, taken 
one year's training in the large Catholic hosnital thPre. 
1ntro1uce~ me to A~veral M.D.·~. One of them suggeEtPi I 
work 1-ri th him. They "rerP- cor0.ial an1 helpful. 

In Bogota, the Presbyter1a.nR introduced me to their frif'ndly 
M.D., Dr. Cortez. He was sympathetic to my aims. anti. fir~t 
trie~ to·get a license to ulace me as a "public Health" assis
tant to himself. The authorities insi~;te-1 that one must take 
SpaniRh Me1. Ex. to procurP a licenfH>.. Then he sug$?~esten. that 
I could. ,.,ork w1 th him on the Presbyterian Barranouilla Ho~rci
tal project - and that we unite with this work. This wouln be 
auite removed from our fieln and miaA1onar1es howevtr. 

I spent about 10 days visiting various offices in Bq~ota to 
find a loophole for entrance. Finally the office of Med. Titles 
{Mea.. License) sairt that if I work~d on the plainsp they would 
not interf'e>re, unless local a.ction was filed. against me" then 
they would be obligat~O. to con Bider 1 t. 

A 11 Practica.nte" (nractical Dr.) license iR obtainable locally. 
A possib111 ty i~ to begin t.;i th this anr'l. go up !or e:;,:ams when 
language is sufficient., Mediral terminology is similar to 
English tet•ms, both being taken from the Latin. 

La Aguada seems to be the place most aui table at prE, sent, due 
to the many Evangf'lical friena.s there. But 1 t is orly a vil
lage. All say th<1.t 'OfH>-ole a:rP ;.rilling to travel fm"' for meB.i
cal treatment, ho,·rever. It is at the foot of the mcuntains, 
altitude 1~00 feet. 

A 11 Dract1cal" license -r;.rould not --oermit of major surgery ~ and 
we are still seeking for the nearest Colombian M.D. to enonsor 
me as his assistant. I found such a man~ M.D •• who is '"-rorking 
south of our field (Pentecostal M.) but he has no jvr>is"liction 
over our area. 

~ am willing to act as the Lord lea~so If sent to South America. 

I
I ,_rould keep my family in Med.ellin until a sui table brick an"i 
tile roof house or cottage ~·ras ready for th~m on the plains. 
Land is much cheaDer here an1 further out on ulains~ is free. 

If people arP. instructed. an!'!. guid_ed aright here. thsl'e are great 
nossibilitlee., The Colombian government -ioP.s nothing for them -
not even bull(]_ roa0.s. In dry ReaRon. a jeen coul(i_ get aroun1 
O.K •• hOiiTever" !<1any here have chronic tropical lnffctious ~ciseaserL 

Hos-cj.talB j_n South Ame:r>ica aT'e usually built in senerate un:tts 
callei'J. navillions ~ A possi bill ty is that 1 or t,-,rc> pavillions 
coulcl firRt b~ built. A local man burn~ brick &"11 tile. If 
the 1\rork gro1·rs\ addi tiona.l pavilltons could be addea - accol"'0.ing 
to a suitable pattern. 



Medical Survey in Colombia. - oont' 1. -?. 

Recommendations: 

1) Medical Work 

It is the concerisus of or:>inion of the following members (and 
friend) of Mission, that thie centAr be established at La 
Aguada. Rev. Ostrem~ Hork (and father,) and myself. Rev. 
Thoreson and Olson have not visited the plaine and are non-
comm1 ttal as yet~ -

Points 
1) 
2) 
3) 

4) 
5) 

Points 
1) 

in favor: 
There are no M.Doq here an1 the need 1s greatest. 
Abund.ant spring "t.;atP.r. No mosqu1 toes. 
Fewer and lukewarm Catholics. Many of Nationals 
friendly to our church. We have a good school here. 
Could serve both mountains and plains. 
One of our strongest and most progressive stations 
at present. 

against: 
No roads. (There are 2 projeoted.roade) 
Plain lands 8 miles away at Moreno. 
Freight is 10 centavos (6 1/2d) a lb. in large lots. 

2) Missionarl Rest Cottage~ 

Near Agueda, we feel alae ths.t these cottages (1 or 2 to begin 
with) could be set u~~ as most miss1onar1~s will reouire yearly 
medical attention, anQ Typho11 shotst etc. 

The altitude would b~ sufficiently low to be b~neficialo Nights 
ar~ cool~ comnarativP.ly. Baranqullla (on sP.acoast) where Pres
byterians go, is much more muggy an~ onure6sive. There is olean 
spring water; and comodities (except flour) are reasonable. 
There is Psychological freedom: a minority of Catholics* and 
these auite indifferent. This free~om of tension would be most 
welcome to the missionary. 

I understand Mr~ Stads~lev (who is on his own) is looking at 
the land here. He is wi!.ling to cooperate with the Church., 

3) The Medellin School 

The Medellin School 1s running indepenaently at present, with 3 
Christian and excellent teachers. They have chapel every A.M. 
:11 punil~. 

It has been anf!_ I bP.lieve it ·Hill be ari.vantageous for this 
school to remain independent - and rather receive yearly grants 
Of Cao~500 Or AO from each Of the 4 OI' 5 missionA interested. 
There is too little income fo'T' salaries (they bRrely have enough 
for fooa.~} or improvements~ which are neceRsary. 

4) Lutheran Center at Bogota 

Our missionaries often come hP-re in re~ard to visas, passports, 
dental work an1 general su~plios, etco Only ~1rty "nengion" 

I. 

l I I Jf 



Medical Survey 1n Colombia - cont'~. -~. 

hostels or exoens1ve hotels are availableo We shoul~ have a 
small home here. Many German Lutherans are said to have come 
here and mission work could. be carried on with thesP., as well 
as with Jewe. if ~oss1ble. A suitable plaee could be rented 
for this work .. 

G. J. Gul~seth, ~.Do 



Dr. Rolf Syrdal, 
425 South 4th Street, 
. .MinneajK> 1 is, Minn. 

Dear Dr. Syrdala 
~ · Just a ~'iote t.o tell you how much we are looking :forward t.o 

having you and hev. Jensen with us in July. We are only sorry you cannot stay 
longer. 

Rev. and Mrs. Mal de were here last week. So the comnd ttee aeigned the 
task o:f planning the July Conference got together and worked out the program. 
Due to 8 ome coni"u9 ion of dates in the planning o:f your itinerary., which I underr 
stand is being corrected I cannot give you the exact date or the copy of the 
program which we hope to have in mimeogr·aghed form. But you would undoubtedly 
like to know as soon as posible what we expect of' you in resptct to the pro
gram. SO I shall just mention the theme and the topics in the order in which 
the,y will come if you will be.ao kind as to co~ribute in our inspiration and 
edification in this way. · 

The conference theme is 1 THY ~INGDOM COME 1
• 'l'opics are: 

Its Purpoee (Syrdal), Its Power (Jensen), Its People (those ealled to evangelize 
and those to be evangelized, signs lnd trends of the times hopeful and ot lerwisee, 
ect.) (Syrdal),Its Program (serving the one sole purpose --practical application, 
methods etc.){Jensen), ----- Communion addreee.syrdal -----,Its Promise,eLo I am 
with yot~ a.lwa.ys--n,the A.1ngdom in glory,) (Jensen). 

Spanish services a Sunday J:..,_ly 27, moning :JENsen evening Syrdal. No topics. 
they are the regular :~panish services. Also \'leda night, both Syrclal and Jensen 
speaking briefly with interpreter( if'necea sary). 

It .<ay be well tv get the yellow fever injection before leaving the States 
so ae not to be bothered by the effects of it if taken in Bogoti and having to 
leave directly for the Plains. There is supposed to be some yellow :feyer 1n the 
Plains. Olson also asks me ae to any special clothes or equipment you should 
bring.There ie nothing special except a light suit such as one would wear anywhere 
in hot countr.y. And you may be glad to have an army rain cape or •poncho• as you 
~ill strike the Plains in the Wet eeaeon. I have asked ~ev. Jensen to bring one 
if possible, which I will buy from him when he leaves. I don •t doubt but what you 
could easily sell yours if you did no1 wish to carry it back to the States. Here 
in the altitude you will Wt>.nt a dark suit e.nd a top-coat. 

Thanks for the kine letter receiv~d quite some time ago regarding the mission
aries who passed a\~ay during the year. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Arn:feld C.Morck. 



I. &Tangeliaa 

MINUTES OF BUSINESS SESSIONS DORIIG CONFERENCE 
at Du.itama 

Juq 2,_29, 194r-" 

(All sessions were opened with devotions) 

A. Voted that the plan of occupation presented by the Superintendent be accepted 
as a tentative guide for the wangelistic occupation of the field. 

B. Dr. fJn'dal spoke on ecOUODIT of foreign missioaary penonnal, poi.Dting out 
that the Institute in Dtai tama is overstaffed in comparison vi th the personnel 
oo.upied in 41rect sYangelistic work. BeT. Jeasen also stressed this facti., 
which is recognized. by -all missionaries on the field u a :te-Porar;y situation 
which will be,gin to be correctjtd durip& the next dhool year and in part even 
in the coming semester. It should~ ho,..er, also -be born in mind that the 
Institute school year is only about 7 and. lf2 Entha and. that staf'f members 
have done evangelistic work during vacations. 

o. Voted that .K1aa Bergh be placed in Tunja, Miss Thorkildson in El Coc'LQ', and 
JU.aa Danielson in INit.ama, the latter to be released f'roa her duties in the 
Institute as soon as possible, and. that they also be available for evangelistic 
vork at other stations as may be arranged by the station head involved and the 
Superintendent. 

D. Voted that a Bible short course of a week be arrangecl for 1n La A.guada. 

E. Voted that JU.ss Thorkildaon and Pastor Morek be in charge of this course 
together vi th ·Pastor Ostrem. 

. i I r" Voted that arrangements for call, placement and salary of the boys to graduate 
be decided by the Executive Oormdttee. 

G. Voted that the Executive Comaittee study and formulate plana for an •uamblea• 
and Bible Camp for the coming year. 

II. Education 

A. Educational program presented by Rev. Thoresen. 

B. Voted that the Inatitute provide a· course 1n methode for the advanced girls so 
aa to prepare them to ~each in caae that should be needecl. 

c. Votecl that future action in thia matter be left to the Executive ColiDli ttee and. 
Educational Dir~ctor. 

D. Voted that the situation as to a school in Duitama be left to the Executive 
Committee to study and arrange for it if that be feasible. 

E. Voted that Pastor Morek be in charge of the short course for teachers. 

r. Voted. that the raise in salar;r scale for teachers .. t?or the coming year as suggested 
by Thoresen be accepted., and it is expected that the congregations asswae at 
least 50% of the raiee. 

• •• ;2,_ 
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U. Eduee:tion ( Oontd..) 

G. Voted that 'the additional raise in the salary as suggeste4 by 'lhoresen be 
applied in the case ot Gustavo Rodriguez. 

III. Li ters,ture 

A. Report given on translation and literature program by Pastor Morek. 

B. JotCMi that Mrs. Larson, Mrs. Thoresen, Kiss Bergh, and Kiss lferllen stud7 
the Graded System ot Slmda,y School lessons and recollliJI.8nd to 4f~X~Jl.8r1 Ooaterenoe 
lfhich should be t-ranslated. 

0. Joted that Morek be giYen authority to go ahead with translation, hiring 
capable Colombians tor this work. 

D. Joted that Morek be our representative 0!1 an 1nterdeDOai¥tional literature 
and publication committee and that B1W coJBBt.itaente be ratified by the Conference. 

IV. Agriculture 

1.. Jot.ed that the agriculture prograa be studied and. be drawn up in complete 
fotm for the January Conference to be preaent.ecl to the Board. 

v. Medical 

A. Voted that we request two nurses and that a clinic and. visitation prograa 
be aet up. 

VI. Finance and Property 

A. Vetred that we reeoJDlllend to the Board the purchase of the house for the 
Institute at Duitama at $16,000.00 (pesoa). 

B. Voted that we request the permission for the spending of approximately 
ilo,ooo.oo (pesos) for a station house in Duitama. 

c. Voted that we request permission to spend approximately $151 000.00 (pesos) 
for property 1n 'funja. 

D. Joted that Malde, Thoresen and Morek be authorized to transact the purchase 
of these properties. 

E. Voted that up to 11,000.00 (pesos) be requested for property 1n La Aguada, 
arrange;ments for the buying of property to be made by the station head 
together with someone appointed by the SUperintendent. 

F. Voted that we accept with thanks the house at La Aguada. 
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e VII. Miscellaneous 

A. Letter of greeting from the Quanruds read, aud Secretary instructed. to 
acknowledge same. 

B. Voted that Dr. Syrdal and Rev. Jensen be cordially welcomed and given voice 
1n conf'erence. 

3, 

0. Dr. Syrdal explained the matter of vote 1D cORf'er.-e by aarried women - not 
granted becauae 1 t is the pastor and not hie wife who 1s called. ami salaried 
by the Board, and, therefore, the one reeponaible. It is not a ma.tter of 
woman '• suffrage. Approval was given of preYious action by collf'erenee givi.Dg 
vote to Celmosa missionaries ~le awaitiag their acceptance of call. 
Clarification was also given of reason tor vlthholdtng vote from miseieaariea 
who have not been on the field . one year. 

D. VoteS that we exten4 vote in thie conference to Oelaoaa miesionariee who are 
regularly ealled and salaried., and to .Miss Antonson Who is also called and 
sal.ari.ed.. · 

E. Voted that we authorize the SUperintendent to eign a letter by which Rev. 
Reifsnyder, president of Legal Affaire ao-ittee, is empowered to represent. 
our mission before the government. 

r. Dr. Syrdal reported on and cla.rif'ied negotiations between Oelmosa and the 
churches nov in charge of' the Celaosa field in Colombia. The function and 
responsibility of the Conference was also explained. Dr. Syrdal presented and 
explained list of' basic furniture. 

G. Voted that we recommend that the term of service on field be five years with 
one year of furlough. 

H. Voted that turns be taken for the responsibility of conference meals and that 
the Executive Committee have the authority to place the responsibility for each 
Cont'erence. 

1. Voted unanimously that we express our gratitude to Dr. Syrdal and Rev. Jensen 
and the Board (Joint) for their visit with ua on the field. 
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II El coouy, Boyaoa 
September 26, 1947 

Dear Co-workers in Christ; 

From the land ot snowoapa, potatoes and sunshiny mornings we greet you in the .,rds 
of Paul praying for the Philippians, Phil. 1:3--11. 

Enclosed you will find a co.py of the Board Meeting Report of August 2'7 .. 30. Pleaae 
check the itEms with the cow Of the conference miuutes to see what was approved or 
left for further study (ad nctam). 1 think most ot the items are self-explanatory. 
All of us are happy OTer the unsolicited grant of extra allowance for our living. It 
ia going to help a bit coming now before Christmas. 

I might explain that the Exeaative Oolllllittee meetiDgB referred to were the following, 
June 3, at which it was decided that, due to the necessity of Quanruds' leaving on 
furlough inmediatelJ, Jlaldes be asked to take over the worlt in ~Ja 11ien ~1 leave, 
to continue their study of Spaniah in 'funJa and to be helped in tbe meetings bJ 
workers in Duitama. July 2: •Voted that llOrok arrange tor the placement of the 
boys during the mid-term vacations (Pauaania.s - El Cocuy, Oliverio - Tunja., .Tohmly ... 
Pa.rpa and llauaa)." .lull' 22: (Syrdal and Jensen present) "Voted that wo. 1 of the 
Third Quarter budget remittance be kept on hand tar use when national workers baTe been 
selected" (It baa reference to a gift from some putore for a national 1lDrlmr). 

A copy of our ExecutiYe CODIIlittee meeti:ng for J.uguat '7 is also enclosed. I mlsht add 
that the payment to Leticia Corso is to be made by don Ruben Go!UI&les of Pela J;egra 
since he requested the school and promised to support it. 

Since the Executive COIIID1.ttee has been delegate4 the responsibility of arranging the 
vacations for the missionaries. would you please seJld or hand to the SUperintendent 
the approximate date tbat you want for y011r vacation. According to Conference decision 
apprOTed by the Board. the single workers are allowed 150 pesos for v-.oation, the 
couplee, 300 pesos. Could we have thia before the next Executive Cc!!lll.ittee meeting 
the third or fourth week of October? It would be well for all to try to be gone when 
the load would be the least for the others or at a t1JD9 w:ten a national worker could 
fill in. (If air mail doesn't reach me by October 16 please send wire). 

Several ba.ve asked me aboat medioal expenses, so I would like to quote from Dr. Syrdal •s 
recoumend.ation to the Board which is the basis for the time being of the payment o'f 
medical expenses: 

"1. M.edical bene:f'i te on the Field. On field a where medical missionaries are 
located they are considered pbysicians of the missionaries and will render tree 
professional service. Other necessary costs for medicine and hospitalization 
as prescribed by the missionary p~sioian will be detr~ed by tbe mission. 

"If no medical missionary is located on the field, the mission will pay for 
professional services received from the nearest competent physician approved. 
tor service to missionaries by the llission Conference. other medical service 
prescribed by the regularly 'USed physician will also be defrayed by the mission. 
· "If the missionary desires medical service other tbsn that prOTided abOYe. 
it shall be at the personal e2pense o:r the missionary. 

"!he JUssion will pay one-half the cost of confine!DEiit cases when missionary . 
doctors or doctors approved by the JUsa1on Conference :f'cr medical care are usacl.. 
Dental work is not paid bJ the mission. Oculist's fees for examination are paid, 
but the Mission does not share 1n paying tor necessary glaseea. 

"2• Ved1cal bepefitt op Farlough. 
"A married missionary 1s to pay the first $25.00 of the bill :tor medical and 

surgical care prescribed by a pbyaioian for the family ht any one Jear, and 2~ 
ot the balance. A single missionary will pay the first $16.00 of such coat in any 
one year, and 26% ·of the balame. 



"fhe .Board Will pay O!le-half' the coat of ont1MIIl8Dt cues over and above 
the $26.00 llin~ medical costa tor the fam11J. 

"All exsmi.B&tions ordered by the .Board will be paid. Examinations desired 
beyond those requested by the .Board shall be paid tor by the missionary. 

"A missionary is responsible tor all dental billa &nd coat ot glasses. 
".A.!11 benefits reoeived trom hospital insurance kept in force by the .Board 

Shall be considered a part of' ita share in detrqiDg phJaiclan'a a!ld hospital 
expqae••" 

If any missionary haa travel or upense money lett over m!ch should 'be retunded to 
the ·Board, it 1a according to Board decision tbat 1 t be put into a special travel 
f1mcl (tor turlough travel, etc.). Please give the .Board a statement of the balance 
J'OU have, telliJJg them that you ~· tur!ling it over to the tield treasurer. 

Also, according to Syrdal' s instructions, the balances of the budget llhieh each sta
tio!l baa, or Iutitute Director baa, on hand at the end of the year is to be turned. 
back to the field treasurer tor the coming yf!SZ. fhat will me&rl a financial statement 
from eaoh receiver aul disburser of station or Institute budgets, and it 1a neoessa17 
that each head or director also give to the treasurer an itemized list ot thEf things 
on ha!ld,aa.~ot December 31, 1947. that belong to the missiOB; such as, turni~ure, 
books, etc. 

Alao, it 18 necessary for each head to prepare a report of the work dona in each sta
tiO!l and Institute during the past year. to be presented to the CO!lf'erence. It would 
be well if attached to it could be reconmendations to the Conference of 8!!7 items 
which should be acted upon that influence the aot1Yi,.tJ of that station or Inati tute. 
I think the practice ot the Presbyterians in r~d. to stations is worth oopJing. 
!hey have a meeting iJJ each station of all the 10r1ters invol•ed tbsre and tbey 
present recc!!IIIEindat ions to the CO!lference as a group. 

This is getting to be a long list ot things to do, ~t the end of the )18ar 2s not so 
tar ott, am lest it catch us unprepared for tbese tll!ngs,- I would also add that 
each head and director has to report to the Execut he CoJDnittee before the Conference 
a proposed budget for the coming year. Copies,.Of tlle proposed budget to be filled in 
will be mailed to each one needing them so as to make our budgets uniform. 

As to bllsiness tor our coming ConfererJce I bave the following 1temsa 1) RecoDJnend&tion 
of Executive Comnittee that financial arrangements with studeuta be handled by a 
faculty cc:ma1ttee of the Institute. 2) !fhe lll8tter of participation in other a88.11Wleas. 
3) Furloughs, placements, -and appointments. 4.) constitutions for congregations ad 
requirements for membership. 5} Our Jaly Conference (Syrdal questions that tbe Board 
will &H>rove paying travel for two conferences). And ·111hat have yoa? Please tell 
me or some member of the Exe011t ive C011111ittee if you have something else to disot1Bs and 
to be acted upon. 

Jlay I also ask OfOU to be praying about, pond~r ing over, and II" opoaing to the Conmi ttee 
before the October meeting any reoomend&t!O!l to help guide us as we deliberate m 4 
plan for, 1) Aaa.mblea; 2) Bible camp; 8) The aall, salary, etc., of' the boys gradua.-
t ing; 4) The Conference progra.Dl. -

Greetings to all, and God's blessings. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

(o~) 



From .Board JUnutea - A.uga.st 2'1-30, 19·U. 

OOLOgiA. 

!!he .Board ot ForeiiJ! Jl1as1o!la ot the E.L.o. cliaaolved to JDeet together with 
the .Board mellbers ot the U.E.J;.O, aa a Joi!S Joarcl on Colombia, 

Jl&abers present, E.L.o., Stavig, Aaagaard, r.avik, JAuta, Ol!ata4, BaDaOD; 
U.E.L.O,, Carlson, Jensen, Paulsen. Advisory members ot the B.J,.O. present~ 
Syrd&l, .Burgess, 

1. Bepo£t on Trip to Oolgmb1a. 
Briet report on trip to Colombia wae mac1e by Rev. Jenen &Dd Dr. syr4&1 
to nppleaent dupl1oatsd report handed to the board members, 

2. Beporte 
Reports were JIBde by Dr, SJrdal em the situation in reterence to entrance 
pel"'lits, aDd the following atatua ot calla extended, 

1. Bev. Gerhard Ostrem. Qall Acoepted. 
2. JU.aa Hild:Qr Thorld.lcl80!!t 0&11 Accepted. 
3. Rev. Andrew IArsoB. Call not accepted. 

3, Conferepce Iiepor$ J't Jull 23-29, l9t'l. 
The Oonterence report waa read with following action tab!!, 

I, Eyangelig • 
.&.," Approved, 
B. Ad Wotu. 
c,, l),, B,, F., G. ~oved. 

I I. B4uca ti ou • 
.t.· j4 trotam 
B., c., D., E,, F., G. ~roved. 

III. LiteraturJ• 
.l, Ad Botam. 
B. Approved. 
c. Approved,, with the un4erst&Dd1ng that 1t be Within the budgeted 

allotment. 

IV, Agricult!£!• 
A.pproTecl. 

v. Medioal· 
Approved tor calling at s130h tiM as tbe budget will permit. 

VI. lipapoe apd Propertl, 
A., B, , C. , l),, • • ApproTecl 

Voteda That the oooperat1DB Boaru be aalted to oot~trlbute their 
proportionate aharea for the above purchases. 

F, ApproTed, 

VII. ~soellaneoua, 
.l, A.pprovecl., 
B., O., D., E., F. Ad Wotam. 
G. ApproTed tentat1Tely, pending revision ot m1ss1on ra.lee. 
B,, I., Ad Notam. 

4. Executive Oonmlttee J4inutea ot JUDe 8, .Tul.z 2, .ntb 22. 
Ad Notam. 
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6. Reqgest (or ~000 pesos tor Qelmoaa 

Voted• !hat the action ot the laat .Board meeting relative to 2000 Pesoa 
be rescil1ded s1noe there has beet! l!O otticial request :fl"CII Oelmoea. 

6. Doctor tor Colombia. 
Votad.a !flat we reconsider actio!! relative to calling Dr. Guldaeth to 

Colombia. 

1. Baaiq J'urnUun. 
Toted, fl:la- the l1et ot basic turnlture submitted by tba BOard be 
conaidered a maxtmQm amount to be realised gre4Rally. 

2. Qpat o( L1V1pg4llowanoe,. 
Voteda !bat a cost-ot-livil!g allowance ot $120 a year tor a single 
worbr, and $200 tor a mrried couple be made tor the second l:lalt of 
19~? and tor 1948. 

z. Uni(ormitJ ot Account•. 
Voted.a that the !reasur81'1 B Office be aslmcl to .assist in setting up 
a uniform accounting -.ratem with preacribed form~ tor usa on all fields 
tor use in report11'1g the at•tus ot various tunds handled on tbe field; 
alae report1J2g all reoeiptat•hoa aU sources and disbursements therefrom. 

4. Travel A.coogts. 
Toted; !hat re:tUDls to Jliaaioary Conference treasuries on advances to 
missicmartea tor travel be credited to a special travel :tund. 

cr 
l·~-i~ ·(All things already purchased and refund now desired.) 

1 Ci ;17 ; ~ t 
Basic Furniture Account 

'\ ' . - .... 
·.\! 2 Living room chairs and Davanport •••••••••• $11S.OO · 

Buffet... • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 100 .oo · .., ... 
Chest of Drawers (due fr~ last year) ••••••• 15.00--- ~~ 
Study Chair •••• ~···························• 75.00-
Baby Bed •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 80.00-
Cedar Chest ( in place of second chest of 

drawers.) ••••••••••••••••••••• 60.00---
$44S.OO 
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Voted: !hat the tollow1ng be adopted ae regula tiona tor •C:Ba'ft1e Forni tllr$11 

to be aup'!)lied by the miaaion on ell our fields. 

A. ai turni e~ 
l Kitchen: Stove, Table. 
2) Dining llooml 
j) Living Boom: Couch and 2 Chairs 
4) :Bed Boom: :3 Double :Beds. Wardrobe, 2 Cheat of Drawers 
5) Office: Deslt or '.ra.ble, 3 Chairs, and :Bookoa.se. 

B., ;Bas'q furn1~rt tpr aipg).~wgrken. 
l K1 tohen: Sto•e, Table, 2 Chairs. 
2) Dining Boom: Table, 4 Chairs, :Bu!tet 
j) Living Room: Couch ai:ld 2 Chairs. 
4) :Bed Boom: 1 Single Bed, Wardrobe, Cheat o.r Drawers. 
5) Guest Boom: 1 Double :Bed, Chest of Drawers. 
6) O!fice: Deskrar Table, 2 Chairs. Bookcase. 

I 

c. Stoves shall be optional aceordiD« to the decision of the Con!e1• 
ence on the !1eld~ 

D .. Stoves are to fit the rteede of individual stations on the field, 
according to Conference decision. 

E.. \ibereTer postJ1ble all turni ture shall b~ purehasec1 or made in the 
country where 1 t is to be usedc 

F. 'lhe Basic ful'ni ture shall be standardizec! for eaeh field. 

G. Each Oonl'e:rence shall establish a maximum 8UlD !or nurchaeing or 
Pl8k1ng thia basic fuJ'Ili tu.re. above ~ch the mission accepts no 
obligation~ 

B. All Conferenoe actions on basic tUrn1 ture shall be referred 'back 
to the :Board tor final aotiono Detailed !et of rules will be 
vorked out lat.erc 

I. !he Miae1ou Conterenoe m~ ~ furniiUre which indi'Yiduals have 
al:read.v placed 1n a home and which !1 ta the del1n1 tion of Basic 
furn1 tun, providiog th1 s baa nat p:renou.sl)r been paid !or 'bT the 
Mission. ~e pr1oe lor such turnitu:re is to be deteJ'mined b¥ the 
M1se1on Conference. and mq not e~ceed the baaie amount alloYed 
by the Oon!erence. 

J. The Conte:renae ahall have lull authorit¥ to decide Wlere turn1~\H 
lhall be placed. and ehall keep invoiee ot 1 \ems belonging under 
lle.sic fUmi t.ure in each place. All baste ~1\'0.J'e 8hall be marked 
ae mission property. 

Voted.~: !hat the liat of basic .fu:rrd. ture eu.bmi tted b7 the :Bo~ 'be considered 
a maximum amount to be reali2ed gredu.all7 o 



V. COLOMBIA 

1. Reauests for Entrance Permits. 

Report was made by Dr. Syrdal that the latest requests for entrance 
permits for Miss Arnesen and Miss Torkelson had been denied. The 
suggestion that an attorney in Bogota be contacted in the matter of 
entrance permits was ap~roved by common consent. 

2. Executive Committee Meeting 8-?-47. 

The report of this Committee Meeting was read and accepted Ad Notam. 

3. Purchase of Property. 

It was reported that one building for the Institute in Duitama had 
been purchased at the cost of 16,000 pesos and that investigation 
is now being made for suitable residence for missionaries. 

4. Engagement of Rev. Morek and Miss Hildur Thorkildson. 

Dr. Syrdal was requested to write a letter expressing our joy and best 
wishes to Rev. Morek and Miss Hildur T.horkildson on the occasion of 
their engagement. 

5. Report by Rev. Jensen. 

Rev. Jensen reported that the Board of the U.E.L.C. will contribute 
20% of the cost of the building recently purchased in Duitama. 

VARIA. 

8. Circulating Library For Missionaries. 
Voted: That we authorize the mission secretary to set this suggestion 
up as a special project. 

14. Next Board Meeting 
Vote~: Tnat the Board meet for its next meeting Feb. 2-4, 1948. 
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O&LMOSA ANNUAL CONP'EftiHOF; 
lAd.taa, Boyac~ 
Oolorabia, a. A• 

JanuaJ7 6-12, 1948 

Cont'erence w.a opened. in the name ot the Holy Trlnit.y by Supt. Harold L. Olson. 

I. All aessiana were opened. wit.h devot1ona. 

A. Mornings t 1 The Race Which is Set Detore Ua • 

1. Introduction, The Race, by Arnf'eld Morek 
2. The Wit.neaaes 
,. Ru.nnin& vi t.h Pat.1enca 
4. The Sin Which Doth eo 

Euil.y Beaet Us 
,. liOold.n& Unto Jesue 

B. Aft.ernoone t M1ecellaneoue 

1. Selma Malde 
2. Hildur Morek 
'.· Belva Nerl1en 
4 Hana 'lboreaen 

by Gerhard Ostrea 
by Irene 'lhoreaen 

by Roy Malde 
by V1rg1.n1a Antonaen 

c. Saturday evening fellowship ... Joyce Berp and Helen Ostrem. 

II. Reports 

A. Report·by Superintendent. 

B. Secretar.y 1a report read and approved. 

o. Treaeurer 1e report read, diecueeed and approved. 

D. Report by auditing comatittee heard and approved by vote. 

I II. E.'vange l18Ul 

I 

A. Voted that the Quanru.de be placed on the .Plaine, the exact lo.cation to be 
decided upon by the Executive Committee after an investigation hae been wade. 

B. Diecuaeion of Constitution for Congregationa. 

c. Voted to approve Article IV, No. 1, with the following stipulations to guide 
the miae1onariea a 
1. A personal, public manifestation of faith 1n Christ u Saviour, the pastor 

to uee hie discretion 1n individual cases ae to the sanner of the testimony. 
2. That the act of' contirmation be ueed. with the vow excepting that the pastor 

repeat& the Articles of Faith. 
,. The laying on of hande used thereafter • 
. 

D. Voted that we approYe the proposed constitution t'or congregations aa presented 
and read. 
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III. bangeli8111 (Oont 'd) 

E. Voted that we require acceptance of Art.iclea II. III and X of' the Constitu
tion 1n order to orJanize aa a Lutheran congregation, and also Articles IV, 
VII, an4 IX of the Constitution .nd Seoti0118 I and III ot the 87-Z..wa tor 
aemberahip 1n the orpnization of' congreptiona. 

r. Voted t.hat the apprcwal of the lawyer 1 a corrections of' the proposed 
Constitution be left to the Jd.aaionariea bl Dui.tama ancl '1\mja who are 
p,reaent at the .t.t. the manuacript llight be read71 a minimum being Thoreaen, 
Ma.lde and Morek. 

G. Vote4 that Morek be 1n charge of the Duit.a.. etation when Thoresen leaTea 
on furlough. 

H. Voted that plannin& for a general meeting of' our people, to be held during 
the llhort vacation, be left to the Executive Committee. 

IV. EducaU.on 

A. Voted that recommendation of' Executive Ooamittee regarding etudent help be 
tabled for further study at thia Oonf'erence. 

B. Voted that Morek be appointed Director of' the Bible Institute tor a two
year term. 

o. Voted that Miee Bergh and Kies .Nerlien be placed in the Institute. 

D. Oolllllents on Educational Program by !horeaen. 

E. Voted. that Gustavo Rodrigue* be given $80.00 (peeoe) a month if' he presents 
proof' that he must support hie mother. 

F. Voted. that we accept the Colombian marking system as the standard for all 
of our schools and that Educational Director place the value of the ayatem 
on the new cards. 

G. Voted that Juanita Vilohee ,be uked to teach in Parpa should we be in need. 
of a teacher for that school. 

H. Voted that the planning of a abort couree for teachers and the Bible Oouree 
on the Plains be lett to the Executive Collmittee. 

I. Voted that all student aid given by miaeion or miaaionary tunda4be handled 
t.l:lrough the Institute tacul ty. 

J. Vot2d that student aid tor first-year studente be offered to the respective 
congregations in alphabetical order insofar aa funds are available and that 
the ccngrega.tione, 1n order to receiTe this opportunity, recommend their 
candidates tor 1 beoa8 and back up said reCOW!If)ndation with the payment Of 
the •matr!•ula 1 tee. · 
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V • IJ;terattu=e 

A. Votacl that we tranalate the Slmday Scbool Seriee beginning wi't.h Nos. -' and 4, 
No. 4 to be translated izamediately and No. ' to be accoaa:>dated or reworked 
meanwhile as to the necessary ebangce ot aaterial and pictures, and later 
submitted to the tranalator. 

B. Belva Nerlien, Mrs. Thoresen and Roy Malde eleoted tor Literature Committee. 

c. Vo1(ed that we accept for general uee the text ot the Catechiea published by 
1El Teat1&o 11 , Puerto Rico. 

D. Voted. that we translate and print t.he following books 1n the order 1n which 
th~r~ an nuaberecla 1) stump '• •cateehi•'• 2) •Intant BaPtism • Adult 
~·, ') 1Under Hie Winge•, 4) 8Jta.rch of Faith 11 , ;) •ten Studies 

in Pereonal Evangelism•, 6) 118ible Teachings•; 11 From Death Unto Lite• 
(already being tra.nalatecl). 

VI. Agriculture 

Voted that the Executive Committee be reeponaible tor presenting an 
agricultural progra;m not later than tht. next reg:1lar conference. 

VII. Med ica.l 

-- . 
VIII. Finanoe and Property 

A. Voted. that the budgets ae preeentecl for the present year be approved. 

B. Voted t.ha t the money be t ranaterred from the e111ergency fund to cover t.he 
overdraft in the other fu.nds. 

c. Voted that the ~cutive Committee be empo~ered to 0isburae tht gift money 
on hand in ~1 Cocuy and Tunja. 

D. Voted that we reoOIUlend to the Board a loa.'1 of i250Q.OO (pesos) to t.he 
congregati<?n in Duita:na for the purchase of cemetery ground• said loan 
to be paid back in payments of i;oO.OO minimum. annually, beginning vi:t.h 
January, 1949 • -

E. Voted that inveetigation of and arranging for 11 pereoner!a. jurld1ca1 

(incorporation for holding prope-rty) be left to the Executive Committee. 

F. Voted. that we requeat $2000.00 (peaoa) fo1· tilt buying of a house arlid land, 
and iaprovement of same, at ParpaJ this to be the home. of the Colombian 
evangelist. 

G. Voted that· we pay the deficits in the budget tunds as presented by the 
station heads and the Inetitt~te Director. 

IX. Miacellaneoue 

A. Greetings received trom Quanrw!e, Mendenhalls, Rev. K.R. Jensen, and the 
China Mission. Secretary instructed to acknowledge them. 

I I I 



-4-

-~ ~iaeellaneoua (Oont'd) 

B. Voted that the 'lhoreaene be il'anted furlough in Jun.e ani M1aa Antoneen at 
t.he eoll of the eobool 1 ear. 

o. Vote4 that Thoresen be rec01111ended tor advanced at.udy during hia turloqh. 

D. Voted that we accept Thoreaen•a reai&n&tion trom the &xeoutive oo..ittee. 

E. Vot.ed that Virp.nia .Antonaen fill the office of Elizabeth Heercle 011 the 
ixeoutbe Ooav:aittee while Miea Heerde ie on furlough. 

r. voted that begianin& tbia year we eeek to stagger the offices of members 
of the Executive Oomaittee eo as to provicie more conUmd.ty in the 
eOllldttee. 

G. !oted. t.hat Pastor Ma.ld.e till the of'f1ce of Rev. 'l'horeHn on t.he Executive 
OoDIIIitt.ee. 

H. Voted that ve request four wardrobes at approxiaa.tely 6100.00 (peeoa) each, 
three desk tables, approd.~~atelJ $40.00 to f50•00 (pesos) each, ar.u1 nine 
dinin& room chairs at approxhlat.elr 110.00 (peeoe) •oh, in the Btylt<a 
approved by the Oonterenoe. 

I. Voted that we propose to Mr. Stadaklev t.he personal otter of t,OO.OO (dollars) 
prev1oualr aade by Thoresen tor th~ piano. 

J. Voted that Rev. & Mra. Reif~der 1 e expenses be covered by the Conference. 

(we profited much by t.he rich and varied aieeionary experiences of Rev. and 
Mra •. Reifsnyder (of the Prtcebyterian mieaion) during special seaeione Saturdq 
and Sunday a.a they, with unusual interest and wit, spoke of th'-ir recent trip 
to l~:noo and their fonaer eervice ae miuionarite 1n that country and in 
Venezuela. Rev. Reifsnyder alao preached the Word at the Spanish service 
Sunday evening and brought ue a tine devotional meeaage at the openlng ot our 
laet buaineee seaaion.) 



!!INUTES OF. TI-lE F.VAN~LICAL :!I33IO.NS' OFF!OERS COUNCTI. !·mETINGS 

HEI~D IN BOGOTA, JAU. 19-21, 1948 

Th.,e mee\ings were .. officially 'Opened in the evening of Jan. 20, 1948, by the 
President, o. E. Langeloh. In this meeting the delegates assembled for a. period of 
meditation .and prayor. 

The morning session of January 21 .convened at 8:30 and was opened by a. period 
of devotions led by Rev. John Dyck~· · · . .. · . ·· ... , 

. Dr. B. !•. 'Pearson was then called upon to give the trea.~er•s report: The 
repQrt was accept~d subj~ct to th~ ,~P.p~oyp.L of the audi~ors •. (App. 'lll :. , ' · 

Rev •. T •. Bancroft Reifsnyder, cha.~r!!18.n 9f the Legal, Afl'a1.rs ¢.orriniittee", was 
called upon to give the report or his corMrl.ttee. He stated that"'tiis work had 
!..a:~gel?' consistecl of~ at!-empt.s-~o ~{!~ vis~s fo~ missi~nary canqida.tes. He stated 
·l'.hat w1th the. except1on or two visas recently grantea,., that no ;yisas had been 
F;ra.ated by the Foreigri Office to missionaries.,' Those Who have re,ceived entrance 
;.;ermits received them only when cori~uls .~ the States .granted ··the'm.Without · 
c-onsulting the Foreign· Office in BogOta. · Rev. Reifsnyder gave a. summary .. of his_ 
attempts to get visas for missionaries in which he indicated that there·8eems·to be 
pressure from high government offices to not permit the foreign minister to issue 
visas to ~ssionaries. · · 

Rev. John Dyck and Rev. Harold Olson were appointed as auditors to audit.. 
financial reports. . 

The ·President, Mr. Langeloh, gave a financial report. The report was appro'Ved. 
(App. #2) · . 

The report of the specially called meeting of the ID~OC Executive committee in 
A')ril was made. The report was approved. 

It was moved that the ~terns for special consideration in.the report of the 
Special 'feeting of the Executive committee, be arnnged in the form of recommen
dations by the Executive Cormnittee and be pre5ented to the OOC. The motion was 
carried. This was followed by a short recess. 

The second half of the morning session was opened by prayer by the president. 
This was followed by a roll call. The foll~1ing member missions responded: 
1. The ''resleya.n :.Iethodist Mission, Rev. Robert Crosby; 2. The Scandinavian Alliance 
'-{ission, Rev. Olav Ei~lan9; 3. The Cumberland Presbyterian lli.s~on,, Rey. Henry Newman.: 
4. The Colombian Evangelical Lutheran ~(ission of South Am~rica, Rev. Harold Olson; 
5. The Interamerican 'tl.ssion, Dr. B. n. Pearson: 6. The· General Conference Hennonite 
Mission, Rev. Gerald Stucky; 7. The Christian and Hissionary Alliance, Rev. o. E. 
Langeloh; 8. The ,...,resbyterian Vission, Rev. T. B. Reifsnyder. The following member 
missions had no reDresentative present: 9. The 'Latin American '~ission; 10. The 
~alvary Holiness '.{ission, ll. Agencias Biblic as Unidas; 12. O:'en Bible Standard; 
13,. South Anerican Indian 1Iission. 

Also present were the followi~g representatives or non-member missions: Rev~ 
John Dyck, :·.fennonite Brethren '{ission, :'~rs. Harriet Guevara, Mission of the Andes; 
Rev. Paul Epler, Assemblies of God, Rev. Ira 'Jashburn, Indeoendent; Rev. and '.{rs. 
Paul Anderson,. Four Square Gospel ~.~ission. Also ot"esent as visitors were Rev. George 
Constance, and '~iss Marjorie ',l:cGawn. 

After a brief discussion on statistical information, it was re!olved that we 
seek to compile statistics which shall be made from the answers to d. set of questions 
compiled by Dr. B. H. Pearson. · · 

Rev. Emery Newman led a round table discussion on co'!li.ty as to schools, students, 
districts, national workers, missionaries, etc. It was oointed out that there existed 
a great dearth of teaching personel, and that we must try to solve the problems. 
The oroblems involved when one mission sends students to the schools of another 
mission were discussed. It was the eoneensus of opinion that the mission that sends 

.. . . ;;_ 
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SUCH STUDENTS SHOULD NOT ONLY DAY FOR. THE ~rrrrrnrf ~X,..,El\SES IN . 
such students should not only nay for the minimum expenses involved in the educat~on 
of that student but should also pay for the pro·-rated overhead expenses involved. 
B~sides if any

1
number of students are sent, the sending mission should also feel 

oblige/ to help the mission that is doi~"'-5 the educating, with teachers. It was 
oointed out that the Bible J.n.5tltt.tta or the Christian, & 'fissionary Alliance was at 
the ~resent in great need of· help in staffing its sch_ool• The Inter-American ;fission 
is still in a oositiem to offer its- facilities to st~dents of other missions, and 
welcome such ~lldcrnt.s. The matter of national 'liOrke-rs of one mission seeking· 
employmcaG or being offered employment by a seoond mission was also discussed. · 
rn!-_, .~resident then aopointed a committee consisting of Rev .. Olson, Rev. Eikland, 
Dr. nearson, and Rev. Reifsnyder, to serve as a corrmittee. on Comity to make a study 
of the matter and to make definite recommendations to the EMOC in reference to 
future policy. · 

It was moved that the meeting adjourn. Approved. 

Afternoon Session, January 20, 1948 

The meeting was opened by a period of devotion led by Rev. Robert Crosby, The 
minutes of the morning session were then read and aoproved. 

Rev. Ira ·•r1 .. hburn then led a discussion on the "Evangelical Schools under the 
Concordat." The basis of the discussion was the fact that under the new conservative 
government a nQmber of _schools in Boyaea and·elsewhere of evangelical sponsorship 
had been closed by the ·~inister of Education, said ~~inister using the Concordat as 
the basis of his authority for his actions. ~s ~ result of tremendous ooposition 
by the Colombians to the actions of the ~anister of education, the Attorney General 
ruled, or gave his opinion in an onen letter to the '!inister of Education that the 
Concordat does not forbid the existance of private schools by other than catholics 
in the intendencias, and th~t the constitution guar~ntees freedom of education. 
It was pointed out that the uoshot of the whole af~air see~ to be a decided victory 
for the ~angelical cause es~cially in the light of the fact that the nationals 
themselves have taken upon t'luemselvea the· resnonsibility to see to it that there be 
freedom of education. Since many schools, however, are still closed the question 
was raised whether we should hire a Colombian lawyer to work out the matter for 
the EHOC and the ~-~issions of Colombia thereby securing once and for all freedom 
to operate schools in all parts of Colombia. 

As a result of the above discussion the president appointed the following 
committee to study the above question and to make recommendations to tlhe ~~OC: 
Rev. Ira Tlfashburn, Chm., Rev. C'reorge Constance, '{rs. Harriet Guevara, and Rev. John 
~~. ~ 

As a result of the question as to whether the 'F1!0C would be interested in 
helping to soonsor a school for missionary children, it was pointed out that '·Hss 
Adeline Tennis is now conducting a school for American Children in :·!edellin, and 
that the 'iennonite Brethren Mission also has a missionary who13e sole task is to 
educate missionary children, but that the orogram is but in its beginning. 

Rev. Siciliani of the Agencias Biblicas Unidas was oresented to the group and 
have a short but interesting discussion on the oresent conditions relative to the 
securing, orinting, and distribution of Bibles. · 

The meeting was adjotirned by a prayer led b'Y Rev, Siciliani, 

Morning Session, January 21, 1948 

The meeting of the morning opened by a period of devotions led by Rev. A. E. 
Kreider, President of the 'Iennonite '(iss ion Board.. This was followed by a reoort 
by Rev. Alfonso Lloreda, Colombian delegate to the meeting of the '•Jorld Council of 
the ''lorld s. S. Association held in Birmingham, England. . 

Rev. Lloreda reported that the convention was orimarily interested !n discussing 
Ecumenicity, and that Sunday School work and a nrogram for children of the Sun~ay 

I ' • 



• 

~ 3-

.3chool was incident."ll, This strong :nove in the convention brought about a change in 
·~he name of the conve~rt.ion from 111orld S. S. Convention to uror.!.d Council of Christian 
Education. All effcr+-,.s seemed to be made to leave the s. J. :.Ldeas aside, and t) chang' 
them to Christian Education. It was reoorted that the intense interest in Yo~~t.d work 
completely overshadowed the interest in children's work. 

R.ev. Lloreda also stated that there was a complicated and raoid d ~si:re fer 
Ecumenicity in which every effort was made to coordinate the work o~ tl'l€ ··~. ::: · :)f 
Christian ,;:ducation w;ith the '!lorld Council of Churches. 

Rev. Lloreda recomnended that the ~roc anooint a Sunday School st1.:t'f --rJ wc .. ·k 
for curriculum materials and to advance the progra of child evangelism i£l_ :o~_oi!lbia. 
It was oointed out that we desoerately need visual aids and standardized .!llC.- teric.'llS • 
That Children are the key to our church here in ~olombia and that we need children 
workers to actually evangelize the children. 

The second half of the morning meeting was occunied with the discussion of 
:iegicnal Conferences led by Rev. Harold Olson. Among the Regional conferences now 
:.Ln cp;ration in Colombia were nentioned the one in Palmira conducted by the joint 
c_;f.;'or\. of the follow~ missions, C&·JA., GMU, ~;{enn. Brethren, Brethren of '~"asto,. and 
'~he Cumb. Peesby.; The Victorious Life .Conference conducted by the Interamerican 
'fission, and those in Tolima, Bucaramanga, and 'Pidacuesta. These were discussed with 
-:mch interest. The following resolution brought by Mr. Langeloh from the C~:,.~A 
national conference was then oresented: 

"Procurese con todos los esfuerzos necesarios desarrollar una campana en ')ro 
de un Congreso Nacional de I~le sias Evang~licas, en que tomen parte reoresen
taciones de todas las iglesias, todas denomina.ciones y todas las r.rl.siones 
e~angelicas de Colombia: lo cual se procurara llevar a cabo en el ano que 
comienza o a mas tardar'en el 3-no 1949, yen e1 lug.<~.r que se estime mas 
conveniente. F. de P. Ord6nez." 

This matter was discussed at length and then the following motion was made by Dr, B. H. 
Pearson, 

"!·foved that we endorse the plan for a national congress of ~angelical churches 
as oresented by the national conference of the C-~'t'fA Convention, 'lnd that it 
include nationals and missionaries." ·~otion ~s 1donted. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

The Afternoon 3(;.:1-.;ion, Jan. 21, 1948 

The ofterno-:m session was opened by a devotioml oeriod led by llev. A. E. Kreider. 
This was followed by a discussion of the indigenous church by Rev. Olw Eiklmd. 
The value of thE indigenous move~nt was pointed out as ~lso the d:lnger. He stated 
that there were d!ingers in making the national church indenendent too soon, and that 
a cooperative work between missionaries and mtionals is better. In regard to 
finances, there should also be cooperation, but that from the beginning the church 
should be required to take responsibilities. It was suggested that a· national can 
be oer:nitted to be treasurer if he is cap13.ble, but tmt it is indispensable that 
he be a business man--not a poor man. In regard to the o~ment of national worke~s 
it was stated th3.t the 9ay should vary according to location of worker and his civil 
status~ 

The minutes of the meetine of the afternoon session of Jan. 20 were then read 
qs also those of the' meeting of the morning session of J9.n. 21. Both were apOl'oved. 

The auditors reported that they had checked the financial reports of the Legal 
Affairs Commit tee and tri€ TreA.sqrer of the E',{OC am that they were found to be con-ect 
The reoort w~s spproved. 1 

The following report of the Executive Co~ttee W3.S reRd and accented, after 
which it was moved that the items be discussed ad seritum: 

·~he executive committee reco~ends the acce~ting of the following ~ssions as 
members of the 'S'10C: 

1. Church of th~ Foursquare Gospel, renresented by Rev. Paul '1' •• \nderson. 

··~ '-1 
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:.: :\J~-;~Hsion~~ cf ··:,h{t Andes:-. 1~:-~r::l·e::::-~.~Y~-~d ··):: Es-r._j ~-3-te?t1..xj:. F_~ ~~r~a:rt~~.>~t-3 
i~., T.h~1 t;.f~~t-Cil'':,·iv·,e ::nrr.rtlt~~{~.e fu_r-~.: .. er ;·:~.a~~~;:; i~h~:: .f ~~l~.C-t.:·ing '.t'f::C'J~1lt~r.~dnt-i(;.r;~: i~ 

a... A..rr:f l4erui:ler :r;ission aft~.r· p;;•,;per in11-estir1,ation r:tay if requee:t.ed b~;
an ir:.dependent missionary O:t' mission act as their l"epresentati ve 
before the El/.0':~.,, 

b,, It stsall be the r•rovince . of the E.liOC in each case to deter min~. 
whether or not the Ind~pendtent mission or missionary is entitled to 
such representation, ~ · 

c ,_ The liervicee of. the Legal .. ~ff13.i:..-s ~orr.11i'ttee shall be available to 
lndepei1dent ?~is.sions or. missionarie."l only folloWing E'~'OC apnroval 
of thei:- representation by a mel'liber mission., 

5,, The Executive Comruittee also recommends that the representation of lr~ 
··1ashburn by the Interamerican ~.U.ssicm be approved" 

After brief consideration, points 1, 2) I~> and 5 were approved. In regard 
to recommendation nu~her 3~ it was moved "thet the application of the ~ission of 
the Andes for rrenilership in the ~ouncil be lay~d on the table until thei!" 
superintendent return to the field,. and that in the neantime we offer them our 
services., 

The appH.cat ion of the United nos pel T::tberil~~le, Ince.,, by Mrs o Hannah Lowe 
was considered and apnrovedo The report as a whole was then approved, 

'!'he meeting W-:ts adjourned. 

Evening Session, January 21~ 1948 

The meet1.ur; wa~ opened with prayer by Rev .. 0., E., Langeloh<. This was followed 
by a report o:t' the Chai:rtnan of' too L~!eal Aff'alrs Corr.mittee., This committee mad~ 
the following recommendation as a reeult of the fact that the ForeiR;n Minister was 
now r-;ranting ~ntrance to five missionaries: 

"That the LeP,al Affairs ~omrdttee continue regotiating the entrance of 
missionaries direc'tly with the ~Jinister of r'oreign Relation.s as long as that 
door remains open.," 

It was further s~ep,estt?d that missions cont:'! .. nue to apoly to consuh favorable to· 
the gr:mtine of vis?.s without consulting 9o~ota~ It ns. also urged ttts t aJ 1 
ar.plicaticns fo:r· ~ftmd of deposits be made :3i:x ~eeks bef{,tre> anticipated dat.e ot 
departure from Cclci!lbia~ The above m:lntioned rect"m~C.errlation was adopted., 

In a report of the Comity committee, it was ~eccmrnended tt~t the comity agree
ments in regaro to students and workers needs further- 3tu:ly and that: a continuing 
comity conmittee be formed to study the question thoroul'J')ly and bring recor.nnenda.tions 
to the next meeting. It was then mov·ed and approved 

11that the comity committee be continued and that it cease to function only 
after it has drawn up a set of !"eP,ulatione for inter mission coruit..y '!lfit.h 
resr.ect to students, scho'J'ls!< na'c.iona.l workers.t m.isaionaries.; etc.,t and copies 
hav'ing been sent to all member !nissj_ons," 
'fhe raport. by the Committee on Schools W<Hi then read and the recommendations 

accepted were the foll~ing: 
1. 11lt is recommended that a oermanent s~hool commlttee be created) or as an 

alterr.ative> that the legal affairs oommtt€e be delegated> but in either 
casey so tha.t the follolting ml.~1t ~ accomplished; said rol!l'ltittee t.o a~t 
ae clear-ing house for infornr-ttior, regarding d-o.v€Jopm~nts tx,rts.ining to th~ 
school prcblem. This c~n be a(!~omolished by !t!oni" .. hly or hi-'tlOnthly news 
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l<:1:!:.e:r~.. 1~·:.1!-ma·;~:wn Cl,'ft~Jd .. ng Q;~v·e'i.ot•In!·nt",$• ·:ii:::·~c:!~t.Ui:s) a·tta.L'..'il'Hnts> c.na 
!Jl'Cbl·::m."l! to tw sent in h~r t. riOt-if.< ~i~ .l~ .. oz;s, '1 'lhi:> rec . .xt.'!"<t·rdaticn wa3 ar .. ·.'!!>t.~d ~'!:nd 
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R\.;\1' ... Ira "vashhu:ra. ~1a2 appn:nt,~d a.r <->. r;O!Ilmi 0 
•• ts2: of c:,e to ca~·ry o1i.. ·the int.t·r:.t 

of thi8 ree:· .lut.icn. 
''It. is ~-·~Jc.cust!€'l1ded. -:~tat the permaiN:ll.i. cclwn.·d.tae im eS'~igaie the :m-:.; ibllltia!i 
of' ~mploying a l.awyer c:-:: 1a.wy.;·r-~ ca!)a.ble dl bring:l.! g pr'('ssur.e t·~ hear for- a 
m.od.ific&tion of p•eaent :r;..;:f:tr1cticn.~ against 1';"-:-mg;:lieal echool:; " lt was 
mov~d and a.pprCV"::id ;.hat. ··~tit: .:--;;:::rA'Jta-e:'l·~ticn bot· ..-effrr·ed k· the l ;gal Affai.:rt.
CC>mrrutt.¢~ with noner t.c act. 
It is reccntrnended that. i I~ Coni'er<mc~ c<>nsi :ier a. ur.ited prayer ..; ':'fort for th.;;
sak& cf th€ ,_chc>t-lf•, and 7 .. hat .!h:t ch 11igl:.t b~ incortx,rated in 'i,he ~1e-.v::; 1 -ette!·.! 
S>Snt ou¥: ~r·icx..'-l.cal~t,.~· hy •:.h~: o:.rr.wnE!:lt r-c;rn5.tt.:i!,H Aporoved. 

h" "'l'h?.t. th~: matt~1' of a sch:ml ::-r.'!: "'~isBi0nariest ch:Ldr~n ~ d.a.fer:-~d t.'.-: a .tater· 
date) P'.::rtding devei<mruents nf schools that tn~e orr):;,osed or fun~·t1.on.tng a.t the 
pr~~;:,~nt 'c. j~'lli: ~ " ,q ppro-:; ad .. 

5. ' 1 T(~ is. rec.omment.=ed L1at steps b~ taken for tiiE: p::.io~_ishing of th• _E~~~:,l!'~_;Q:f:!:L~l~..:1 
J)ar_~_£s~uf::-las Pri.maria~_, and e:·:1.ggest.ed tiv:!t nerhap:-, a 1000 be o:: int.ed, the 
prtnting .of which be financed by the '£'\f.OC or 5J>ter!~st.ed mission;'. 'l'hat. Mr~ 
Cr-c>~by be a:sked to ;nal(-.:; a.:1 ::.nvesl:.::.gat.io!l and .v.:·.:.t -.~st.im.at,e for .'<.i.!D.e .• " .!ts a 
r-e.::lult. ~I' th:s r-ecommenda ::,ion it. •ms m.ow,d ltthat t ::e Executiv•?. :omm:'lc:..G2 b.~~ 
authoriz-ed· to pnbli:si1 this Pensuitt a~ r~lco~nd~:d b:r the Committ• e on :1;::h.cahl 
w~vm same. can rw: a-c:'::Offit"lisht:dw·i'b.cut .:it1debterl.n.ess tc th~ 1'.1·\CC. Apox·r111~:d, 

Tlm n.poM:. as a whcl~ wa.s ther~ ad'.lpi.ed .. 
On notio.i.1 duly ·oocondeci t~e E:x~,cutWe committe~ of the ~ex~ wa~. ~1~tho:·_-:::zt;d to 

P1''1!pc-.r-e fol:- an-:i Drcmc,te a naV.onaJ. ccngr-t:e.:; of Iiv<mr•~U.c~l$ i...>1 Gc•lan:t .. ~, it oo~.ng 
u.n:h:l''ii't0oti th'it. t.he n.'iticr.al chu:t..::hss ;;:;.1!. be ~tr{'t'.l{,'t!'i:Z !:fl by a camrc..itt.~~;;;. of the 
naticnal church of' t.h~' C:?c~~A, e.r;d ·tht' mis:d.Ts b~ ci!"en1a ric;ud b;r t.he f;~():"', .• -9.nd tb-e;r 
C.r·.:t Ut!t.h~.JI~i~~·e:j t-J cr.Jer!' ~.rJ~h a CO!'lf~lt'"S5 i.;"' ~:; :1:1~ B.n;:'0.S.r~ rttd£fibl~ fl ~r..~:ic.in .~·.)jJ:'r.C'J'fJd ·· 

Cn no+,io::1 u uly -~e:.;cnd,:d t: he F:x·~cu.; .Lv;e,- c0n1.,·.',tt.-~- w~~~ : .. nstTu·:;t.ed L"l ;o.ku:(r th'' 
:fea.sibil i ~~~r (•f Go~rn'n.bian part =~.c:i p.:tt:1.on iJ\ t ~.:e I .. at in n.roterl r;.:;:n F'•1a ::-i;~l?.l.ic:.: l Can:L\-:1-~r!:;~ 
):T'inni:!d to be hJ;]d :l.n Buemos Ai::-a~ ir; .hl~.v. t9;:,_c;. 'lfitn auchority t.;:-. .tc~ .• -;_r; <!.n,y wa.y 
df'I ?JJ\'!G a d'Y'.L~. ab l~ ~do'~ i:m :ttrorcv-e•.L ~ · . ' • 

Cn moU.o::1. du}J :1-~c:.;rC:.:d tb~ r:tiC•C annrcrte::i and v·nicrsno ?.h:;, fc:il.l·:diLg r-egn1fit,i~.m 
··?ar:~n by th." . .! Gt~\~i\. C"Ofl~.;-·enti,:}n! A 1:o.r:.tancibs rle't. h.s·r-:nr·J',.G ~~nctH!,. U~··le~.:~.;_:,., pn~ l::1. 
C:'(>DO'}"Q.~·a:-·1.0•.., d"' Deilar-:f'ol r·r-·<·,..,.,~\) '!<> C0'1" .... , •.•. ~;;,-,r~·::~,·, .. ;;:, f-t-'; ... ,·r·· ("'"'r:·.~ .. \'~~··· -t:-,· ... -a;l•· .:=- 0 _.. .... "'" .l ····'"'-- •• ; ___ .,.;a _; .~t:;; t- 't''Ci·~L-"1:. ...,._ • .,..}_"f'_.,. . -.;a. . ........ ~ . ..._ 1. - ...... u.l. . , ..... t ... '"1 .. 

2'~cs pr:;r-sori-71-:~ qtx-!; fi:(:~;~n e-c:n~_taft:r- tn..E .. ·k.~~i~!.1ic. .. n~n de- :"tGcE-~4 toOo.s 1c~s ~s-.. ---!J·~~rzr_:;;_~ ; .. .s:,.~ 

s.lca?l.·:;~- .~find\~ qtle tel act~) r;e ree.Jic-e Ctni.e Las ~)ltf~!"·idtld~':! , __ ,f_';. ... ~5_;;i~~r::! s~gi..-;:!l l.o 
d:isom:cto €:~1 .iBa ley~;.s tk-.l natri1ll'.mio c.ivJl, Jn.ica'l)~zltt ~a ios {~!:·rit.·:)·r.i.us rra~:: o>:1.a1A~~~"' 
mr dond~> por- Ja .falta de ju~c?c·S, se present'in !1tUJ.t.i\)1_c::. d i ficuh.3.d€S, c:;t; r:.:,;r;:de c'e jar 
{,1. S.3\mto a.l. dir.:tat'o de 1a contj_ei1Ci.:, pg,rt"icu]JJY de>.··" interesadn::.- P'.:·~;c{ ou'::: 
'!"'€5·ue!...,~·an el t;aS'...i t...;[·:nr. ~.tej .r estimJl~'1 c:G ... !.\:r:r:i~:::.--rtt-.> '-'B~·.r~fc~ s.~"'.am~r~~ t.t.,.ra ·>"IP' •=-~:l 11cJ.d6. 

se m'.!HK-sc:ahe el tasLbt:m.i.c ni }.? c:::mvic~i..:1r: d~<.· li·. fe ::,..angB.f.ic;?. 
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~&?eting for JaiL 19~·0, 

The }J~~ting was adjourned by the sJ.ng3.nP.: of ''Blest be the rl'i•:: •rota t •;;inds" ~ 
which was ft)llowed by a. closing r r!iy·O!r by '?t:v. )J?'. r,'ikland, 

C~;z·ra.ld Stucky~ 

~ecording Secretaryc 

'IR!!:ASUHER; ~~ ru::'CR'I' 

" 'B~l~nce on Hand January 25
1 

1947 • 
Re~H? iot.:: 

Yeat' 1947 

-------· 
l.far. 5 c~h:.~.is1 :La.n & l,fiss~ ·~mary A:~l.:.i::nc~'; 

Apr 29 
'fuy 10 
l{ay 31 

· Ang .. ll 
!X3C, 1') 

'~·.asJ~:yt~""l l-!_~ssi.Jri _-. Du::~,, 
l.atin A1&3ri(!an !-Lssic-n 
Inl:..#:r···A.Jierican ~-t.ssy. 5cc .. · 
Scandlna."Jian All.•,_ante 
Legal Affairs Com.< Funds f:cc.-m 
VJ/lry "l'hom.:? 
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'.{ar .. 27 }.{aii:l.ng ?,finutas a_nd 
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Dflc •. 30 

0 .. E. Lang~loh·~Expen~t:s 
Letterhead•" f~:. J<:nv·elooeb 
Pcstege 

Balance \i-n Harid De: cernber 31, 1.94 7 
'----

40,00 
20.0{~ 

40,,00 
20.,00 
19 .. 00 

·Recehed from.B< H Pearson7 Xay17> l94? .. ,,~ ... c ••.••••.••• ,, .• ,, •. ,. 
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Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocuy, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S.America 

Dear Harold: 

Board of Foreign Missions 
425 s. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, 15,Minn. 
June 2, 1948 

_We were very sorry to hear that you had been mistreated on the)way 
\ home ;;.f<rQJI!., ,_~i.~tama. - .. We would: li~~~f$~::c muehff~,~~~~pav~;;·~o:t;t, wri~~~~~,Ee'-"{;~'§.? _ 

l thing ... about.your experi.ences,J:_:_:,~!.t "1fe·eould put"'in tlie.·;; .. Chur·. cll.~P.B .... ~.er··· s.-~·_.,.. 
I think it does our people gqp,~~fto know that our missi~o.naries are · 
not only having easy days. rrwill also stimulate mo~~ pfayer4or ~ :. 
our work there. We are thankful:-to God that you were .not?:serio;l}.s:J;y .. :::. 

i injured. ~ the Lord continue,~to hold His protecti~haiid over 811: ~: 
~ our missionaries in Colombia :e~irig thes~, unsettled times~~: ~e ~~peS.:::~ 
; also that these times may so~~~:be over ~~ that an open opport~±_l~-'' · 

with good will and friendship -~ be exp~J:1.e~ced by a11, ot yQu, in~·;a, · 
your 'Work. We do not know the _.rjmsons fo:r:;;tJ:ie events -nor . .._1fh,.v God · 
permits them. We can only tr.uil~and be ~ss\Lred that these too will 
work for the extension oJ";",:Hi~jiilgdom as~·We'l yield to Him and con tin-. 
ue in courage and proclaim t~~:-Vord of Christ~ May -the Lord con-
tinue to bless you all.:~ ~ 

7 

· ~~: ·~~ ~~-
·' 

I have recently made inquiry ,ce{:J'~rning ~. ~tation wagon that was de-. 
sired by one of our missionartes in China-.:·: :t. have received informa-· 
tion. that I can purchase: 'Et Che-vrolet, Model 3112, 116 in. Wheelbase,· 
Chevrolet with station wagon 'bo§17. with the following equipment • 

. Five 6-ply tires, Double acti~rfront and rear shock: absorbers, 4-
speed transmission, for>~l,66.5~#>. Estimated .weight and dimensions 
unboxed, 3,535 pounds, 616 cubtc feet. 

,;- ' :;;""'' 
<~..,.. 

From the Export Division of the. General Motors we are able'~to get 
the cars cheaper than the dealers get them at wholesale cost in 
Minneapolis. There is of coUrse the Import Duty to Colom~ia and •..: 
transportation, to be considered, outside of the purchase'pric~ ;,, ~~-

Would you be interested in ha~~ this car sent out as a kissi6b. :~ ,, 
car? We have some l!}oney on hS:b.d.)for a jeep and some for a· car:. l . 
Neither one of these sums is .sUfficient to cover either vehicl~: n 
completely. We have more thali enough to purchase the station 
wagon but not enough for transportation, etc. We will be glad to 
sen4 JJ R:<>."f~;ver, and take care o£;:th,Et ext~~ f"r,om <>~-t~~reas1ll"Y• 

••• ·- ~· • ·-·.. c . : ::..:?.;·::.j-_:.~::~, < .. :.-:' :/_.. ....~<-::;.;-~~ ·'-

I hav~ al~~ -~e -~ b~ief note conce;~i~ thrs':P~ssibili ty in--a let
ter to Morek. I would like to have word from you as soon as possi
ble. I will be leaving the country on June 17th. I would like to 
take care of this matter before I leave. 

Sincerely yours, 

BAS:hh 



BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 L F A. s y R D A L • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

e 425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA ~TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 ~ CABLE ADDRESS, MAOAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocuy, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S.America 

My dear Harold: 

October 19, 1948 

I wish to thank you for your most recent letter in whi~~ you mention items 
brought up before row trip to Madagascar and Africa. I checked back on 
some of the questions and find that I am not much more qualified to give the 
necessary information than I was earlier. I will nevertheless give sugg~s
tions with the hope that your Conference can check them over more concrete
ly and that some suggestions to the Home Board might result. 

1) Mission Work and Center in Bogota. I believe that there should eventually 
be such contact in the city of Bogota and that there should be a center of 
our mission as well as a hostel for missionaries and possibly missionary chil• 
dren. I hesitate in urging such development before our present field has been 
adequately staffed. I do of course realize that Bogota maybe Should take pre
cedence over the development of some areas on our o~~ field. I wish you would 
discuss this and come with your conclusions. 

2) The ma~ter of a school for missionary children will be a problem in a 
couple of years as you mention. I still hope that some arrangement can be 
made whereby existing schools in the English language can be utilized for 
our mission. The public schools in South Africa are used b,y our mission
aries. They send the children to the closest English school and make their 
own arrangements for housing their cl1ildren during the week. We do not have 
a hostel for them because then one school would have to serve all children 
and some would be so far a"ray that they could not get home over the week-end. 
This is of course a special circumstance. The schools that they attend are 
not Christian schools but the home influence is considered to be of such value 
that they have to date even disposed with the idea of a hostel. If a hostel 
were built a government school would be used instead of having a separate 
school for our own children. We realize that the schools are not ideal. On 
the other hand they are not ideal in America either. Dancing is taught in the 
elementary grades. The spirit that is develo~ed is not wholesome. We have 
often questioned the desirability of keeping our children in a public school 
but feel that the Christian influence of home should be strong eno1~h to keeu 
them and to teach them to meet the things that they face in school and nrenare 
them to face the same things in future life. I wish therefore that you could 
make a serious study of this question. Develoning our own school is simple 
in the first few years when only one teacher is needed. 

' , • ;,t 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, ?resident of E.L.C. 
Dr. L M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Honson, Recordin9 Secretary 

Dr. J. R. Lavik 
Or. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P.M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representotive 
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Later when a full staff has to be developed it eventually subtracts from 
the number of missionaries that are active in the mission work. If such 
a step is necessary to save our own missionaries' children we of course do 
not think that that is too expensive a proposition. On the other hand, if 
some satisfactory solution can be reached on the hostel scheme we fP.P.l that 
it would be adviseable. 

In reference to an agricultural mission, I might say that I am very much 
interested. I have always been interested in this phase of mission work. 
On the other hand there should be some fairly clear-cut proposition for a 
man of this nature to work on when he comes. Such propositions would also 
mean a great deal to the Board. They should not be so definite that all 
the work of such a man is laid down in black and white but the general princi-
ples and the ideas of procedure might be developed beforehand. 

In reference to the agricultural man again, we must consider the relationship 
between this project and the entire picture of the field and weigh its imoor
tance in reference to the need of evangelistic workers. 

Concerning questions mentioned in your letter of October 8th, I might mention 
that I will check through the Board Minutes of 1946 to see what action if any 
has been taken on your first meeting in the field. Our Minutes for that date 
are out to be bound so it may be a few d~vs before I can reply. They have not 
been taken up for action. 

I will present them to our Board at its next meeting if the minutes are avail
able. 

In reference to Committee work. I would sugg~st that you should have a small 
committee to work with the Educational Director who might be a member of this 
committee. I think for the time being it ,.,ould be wise to keen the matter of 
finances and buildings in the hands of the Executive Committee. There are sev
eral reasons for this that you might readily see~nd this suggestion follows a 
rather general procedure on other mission fields. 

I hope that some of the matters that we have discussed may be developed fur
ther on the field. M~v the Lord continue to bless you and nrotect you all. 

We are very much concerned about the hostility manifested in Duitama. I 
have written calling for special prayer on behalf of our mission and mission
aries in Colombia. 

Please send us an article that can be used for our church paners. 

Sincere greetings in Christ, 

RAS:hh 



-
_____ Sociedad l\1isioriera Interan'!et·ical1a----------

l\1edellin, ... Colombia 

------···-------
October 26, 1948 

Rev. Harold L. Olson 
Mision-Evangelica Luterana 
El Cocuy, Boya ca 
Dear Brother Olson : 

It was a pleasure to find yrur letter of September 1st awaiting 2, 

as yet unanswered, due w my absence !>ron the country an::i Brother 
Palmer's sudden going to Australia. We trust that God has beftll 
gracirusly continu:ing to bless yrur work. 

As regards the suggested addition~ to the E.ll.O.C. statemente on 
comity. I do not have at hand th~ first statement. It nay appear 
later, but I will make the following statements. 

B 4 an::i 5 seems to assume a definite ohilosoohv of Missions that the 
Mission and the Missionary Board should pay th~ workers' salary and 
see that it is IIBintained at a certain sta.l'l:iard. This is in direct 
opposition ro much mission work which is being done in the world 
today, and perhaps the f!Dst successful, i.e., the plan whereby no 
mission .rooney ever is n3.id to any mtional v10rking as a teamer or 
a preacher. This not only prevails throughout great sections of 
Africa, where sane of the greatest things in missiors are nav taking 
place, b.tt Rev. C. J. Cassel in Guatel!Bla, the other day raised this 
same questioo arrl thought that we were naking a mistake here if we 
began paying our preadlers from mission funds, for it is so difficult 
to nake the change. 

I realize the need of eliminating the danger of workers being taKen 
from one mission to ar.ot he.r through the offer of a higher remuneration, 
but I believe that we s.~ould make ro statement that puts in the harrl s 
of our beloved nati ooal workers a club to use to dermnd a certain standard 
of income if they are going to go en preaclli.ng the Go~el. I bel:ie ve 
tie should protect th ooe missions where the workers' income is all arranged 
by the local ccngregation, or the conmunity of churches, as I understarrl 
is the case in the Gaspe 1 Union. I gre:~tly admire their work, and mile 
we have not begun this 'Nay, the cmtinual presstn'~ of my statements and 
attitudes is towards the local congregations so on takig o-ffer the support 
of their preachers, ax the students we are pre paring are coms tantly 
reminde.d :that they must be rea¢ to go out arrl raise up churches that 
will haYe to support tr,em. Unless the~{ have faith for this, there is 
no use for them to €§J forward. What the missions can <b in su pnorting 
pastors is a very limited m.l!Iber in comparison to the total needs of ';olombia. 

B5 - this as in other norms that we :m.y wri~ .. in _probably eff.-~t ever;:ror.e 
except those fa- -...tw m they are prepared. In other words, those who are not 
working in E).t.o. 8. wi il still propagate their doctrina 1 particularism 

I I I ;;_ 
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many times, it would seem, for the purpose of obta:ining proselytes to 
their own denomina.ti on. Ap3.r t fran this, I am sure that we want 
everyone to give a straight-forward, sill cere testimony of their 
convictions and what God has wrought in their lives. I appreciate 
this fran a Christian br<±her even w~ n at the tine I Ill3Y not be 
able to fully understand, or have mt been led in the s:tme path. We 
certainly wart nothing that wi 11 lessen our convictions or cool OIV\. 
hearts, but may we each one be able to stir the other's heart, as we 
cry rut for Jll)re of God arrl greater intensity of revival in ColoHbia. 

With very kindest perscn-~,1 greetings, and assuring yru of my joy in 
being mce more in Colanbia. 

Sincerely ;yours in His Galvary 'ldcto:ry, 

BHP::ng :a. !1. Pearson 



BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 l F A. s y R D A l • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

e 425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA ~TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 s CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. and Mrs. A. C. Morek 
Lis ta. de Ca.rta.s 
Correo Aereo 
Bogota., Colombia, S.Ameriea 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

lfovember 12, 1948 

The Joint Foreign Mission Boards of the United Evangelical Lutheran ChurCh 
and the Evangelical Lutheran ChurCh met recently in Minneapolis, Minnesota.. 
At that time a rather full report was given concerning the situation that 
developed in Duita.ma. 

The Joint Board was very sympathetic toward you a.s you had gone throngh 
these conditions and were thankful for God's protection during all those 
weeks of crisis. The Boards were also thankful for the decisions that 
you had taken and commissioned us to write you a. message of encouragement 
and of appreciation for your faithful service and courage during these 
trying times. They wished to assure you that they are giving you prayer
ful support at all times a.s you continue your ministry in other sections 
of Colombia. · 

May the Lord richly bless you in your ministry and ~ even the experiences 
you have gone through be of service in building God's Kingdom in Colombia. 
a.s the people who have opposed you have seen your witness in the face of 
danger. 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Or. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary 

On behalf of the Joint Mission Boards, 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Or. J. R. lavik 
Dr. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P. M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
ReY. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 



VI. <h.:..01tiib 
Jnnn l(}A2tDS E.LC Al'r.J uz:,.c 

.Preae'l"tt EI.O .aoard and .Rev. c. Paulson and Rev. K. s. Jenaen. 

l . .Paulson moved ~n..i Bev. Je1Jsfm seeol'tded that meetings proceed •• hitherto, namely that· 
E.LC Chlittman and SecrtJtary act f·')r tht~ Joint .SOard. 

A. 0Dndit1gna on tbe Field. 
1. Dr. Syrdal repo•t~d visa condition still difficult. 
2. Dr. Syrdal reported that Rev. and Urs. Johan .Bergh and Kiss falborg '!orkelao!l 

have g"ln~ ,.,ut. !he Berghs traTelled on Yisitors Visas, IUas !orkeleoiJ aa 
an i.mmigrant. 

3. Be also reportOO. go :d conditions on tho plains and also at !unJa a"d El Ooouy. 
Quanrud will proOa.bly be stationed at .u-auca. Oondi Uons in Dulta.a are 
dist1albed. Our missionaries ami properties lave been atoned repeatecll)' and 
our people have been t'oroed to leave the oi t7. 

4. Voteci, !hat Jenson and Syrdal prepare letters from the Boards with a message 
ot encouragement and ot' appreciation tor their faithfUl service and 
courage d.uri11g these tryil'!g times, &tid also assure them of our 
prayerful support. 

B. 4rs. Moro£ L!Jtguage §chool. 
Voted: That we reconmend to the E;:.o .Board that the azaount il'l'Yolved i!l »ra. Morak•a 

language school expe11sea g1v6J'l as a loan and repaid .b~ her be returned to 
her. a.Tid. the cost or this be borne by the E.£.0 Jklard. U 

c. pee. gomn. loport, June 30, 1948 
1. Apprr1ved. 
2. Ad lf0 tam. 
3. Ad P.otam. 

D. Exec, O?llr.l. ~!!tins. Julz ~6. 1948 
1. Ad W'otrun 
z. l-5 appr;:,ved - V;ted: 'lhat arrangement 'be approved tntatiYely (48 tc amounts 

t0 be paid) an,i that the conmittee be ooaznended f·1r tlB 
carefullY thought out pla!l. 

3. Ad Y.'1t&m 
4. iipproved 
5 .. Voted: Th3t we appr~'ve the purobase ()f tm atation 

provided the do!lora of the gift are agreed. 
QolO!!Ibia. 

wagon in place ot a jeep. 
~his to 'be pur~haaed in 

6. Approved 
7. Ad ~;; tam 
8. Approved 
9. Ad 11·>taro 
10 • .li.pproved 

E • .Pay~nt of 89hange 7ees. 

11. Ad ¥::.tam 
12. A-pproved 

Voted: l'ha.t we approve aa a temporary measure that the treaa. of the Conference 
take tl1e omnmisdona on exobange out of the mission emergency tanda. 

F. New C;a.ndidutgs. 
Voted: fh:.lt if the E:OC &lard approYes any candidates appeari ... g before ita 

later 1~ this Board Meeting, the D<>ard ot the E.:.O be authorised on 
behalf ot the Joint OO!Jmi :.tee t' 1asuJ;'e letters of call t"' suoh 
candidates. 

Board 



Rev. A. C. i-1orck 
Carerra 22, No. 63-84 
Bogota, Colombi2. 
South America 

Dear Rev. }forck: 

425 s. Fourth St. 
Minne~polis 15, Minn. 
November 12, 1948. 

AIR 1-LAIL 

\'le are very happy to hear that you have bP-en able to locate 
a house in Bogota. May the Lord richly bless ,your activity 
in that city in behalf of His Kingdom. 

', "· 

We will be looking for the cabled $100.00 to be returned to us. 
This WRS cabled at the request of Rev. Jensen 'who saidthat 
they had a previous letter from the field stating that such an 
amount 'Nould q~ necessary for the ticket from >Bogota to .Miami. . 
To date we hav-e' not· heard anything concerning ·the return of this 
money. It will most likely.come in dUe time. -

We sent $150.00 by Air Mail to Ella in Miami. She was able to 
pick it up Rnd so hcd no difficulty from that point and on. 
This 1-.ras also done at the request of Jensen. He finds it diffi
cult to handle some of those items from his residen~e and we 
are, of course, always happy to be of service. 

We are locking foruard to the article :tl"..a t you nen tion you are 
sending for use in THE l1ISSION1JtY. I have had an opportunity 
to talk lJith E:'...2s Antonsen so I think··!- have gotten most of 
the details. S~e mentioneft that vou had talked with several 
people after the Sunday '\"'hen the people came in greet numbers 
to give the fine.l '\-IRrning, but that you had not told the ladies 
whP.t you found out in this investigation. It night be bf in
terest to the Bor.>rd to have sorae of those added bits of informa
tion. I have had l:is s An tons en write out e. report on tlle evHcua
tion which will be duplicate~ and sent to all Board me~bers. 

With sincere greetings t~ you, Hil~ur Ana Agnes. 

Since~ely yours in Christ, 

ras:mh 
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BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 l F A. s y R D A l • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA ~TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 ~ CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

·--· 

Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocu.y, :Boyaca, 
Colombia, s.America 

Dear Rev. Olson: 

November 18, 1948 

We have received a $25.00 gift from Miss Cbarstan Ostrem to be sent 
to you for the purchase of Gospel records. Miss Ostrem is inter
ested in the idea of purchasing phonographs for each station. SHe 
would like to know what price you have to pay for phonographs pur
chased in Colombia. We would be very hap!J7. to hear from you in this 
matter. We will then forward this information to Miss Ostrem. 

There is a new development in visual education that has caught 1lW 
interest. The Visual Education Movement bas now produced a projec
tor for showing 2 x 2 slides that has a Coleman Lamp built into the 
unit. This lamp can use either kerosene or gasoline. We figure 
that this lamp together with the small beaded screen 22 x 30 inches 
can be purchased and shipped for about $125.00 to our mission fields. 
I have been wondering what you think of such a project. I have re
cently purchased some slides at a great discount that I am also hop
ing might be used on our mission fields. If you can find use for 
such slides and such equipment we will do what we can to get ahold 
of them for you. In one way I have the feeling that such equipment 
should be of great value in areas where no electricity is available. 

We have heard no reports concerning Rev. Qlanrud. We note that he 
is to be stationed at Arauca. Any added bits of information will 
be of value to us. We would also like to hava his address. 

:Bookings have been secured for Miss Elizabeth Heerde to leave Miami 
on December 2nd. She will arrive in :Bogota that same evening. No 
further developments in reference to entrance permit for Otis Lee. 
I have written to him to get ahold of the papers that were submitted 
through the local consul. If these can be procured I will send them 
directly to Reifsnyder so that he may try again. . 

Sincere greetings to you and yours, 

RAS:hh 
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Or. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
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Dr. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P. M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secreta:y 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Educatioo 
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Rev. Harold Olson 
El Coeuy. :Boyaca. 
Colombia, S.America 

Dear Harold: 

November 24, 1948 

Your cable has been received. We have sent 500 feet of film to Miss Heerde 
with the request that she take them with her to South America. 

In reference to the other questions, I have brought them before our Execu
tive Committee that met recently. 

The Executive Committee Members that I contacted expressed the following 
general opinion: 

It is agreeable to let Miss Heerde manage the Presbyterian Convalescent 
Home in Bogota for a year if this is agreeable to her and if this is in 
no wise a step towards cooperative work with the Presbyterians in regular 
mission work. There was a great deal of reluctance on this point for fear 
that the step might be misunderstood in this country and raise serious 
questionings and also beeause of the Reformed attitude towards union work 
with other missions. So often a service of the nature requested by Miss 
H~e would be considered the beginning of a cooperation in missions that we 
as Lutherans are not ready to begin. If another solution satisfactory to 
both of you is possible the Board might be happier if that be carried out. 
However the Executive Committee of the Board has granted permission for 
this move. 

In reference to the use of Cornelia Jenson. Again a rather vital question 
was brought up. Would such an arrangement with Miss Jensen carry any obli
gations with it either towards her or the mission that she represents? With 
the uncertain support that they have received for that grou~ in Medellin, the 
Executive Committee was afraid that paying salary for her for one year might 
obligate us to continue s11pport when the year is over. There is of course 
the possibility that her own support by that time would have been discontin
ued from the original source. 

The other aspect is that Rev. Sand has suggested on several occasions that 
he is happy to select missionaries and send them to Colombia with the under
standing that they can later enter into our mission. The Mission Board 
feels definitely that it is not ready to have Sand select its missionaries. 
We have been very fortunate in those that we have taken over. The Board 
however feels that it wishes to select the missionaries that it calls. 

The question is raised as to the necessity of having Kiss Jens8n during this 
year. If other arrangements could be made during the year when the Insti-
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tute is apt to be rather small in its new temporary location, it might be 
the better wa:y. 

I am sorry that this letter ~ seem rather involved and that it does not 
as readily grant the requests of your Executive Committee meeting of October 
18. Permission to both is granted but is granted rather hesitatingly and 
granted with the explanations given so that you~ use all precaution in 
your judgment before proceeding in these matters. 

The rest of the Executive Committee report will be taken up at the February 
meeting of the Board. 

I am very happy to know that you have begun work in Bogota. May the Lord 
open up a fine work for us in that city. I am sure that this is a strategic 
move that has been made and should be of great value in further exten&ion of 
our work and influence in Colombia. 

Sincere greetings in Ch~st, 

RAS:hh 



~~-. Rol:t" A· 5yrdal ·, 
425 South i"ourth Street 
Minneapolis 15,-'Jrn.n'hesota 

,_ .~ - - • :1. 

Car:r~~§._,. 2~~ No_. 65-84 
;Bogota, colombia 
necember 4 J 1948 

~#s.-~ for io# '19-nd"let,~er,s>_~or enooittagem~:nt wMcll' ~ere:·.~w!Ut~-tl~-)1~-- U,IJP~ ?.U! -
;r~turn f'J:-'om- oul'. ~i,P tJl;.ough Boy~c~; ~~~- }he··:o:z_le_ written to z.::a.~de '6ar~i'er. f~ease 
fo~gi v.e ~a forT our_ neg;eet .,in -~!Jwer~ng promptly· t~ _s~. ,, lfe)lad. ~_oped to __ ~ttend 
~-o-them i~edi~t~~y UJl'()h:~r 1'_et~il ~!_ltlt. seems }he d~'s. o!l ~.elif~bt without 
a?~,onip_l~~hi~g.,_~Y~~~,bu.r.~ttin~: s~tt~~(l •.. tas~_J•lond~ I had_ t() ~e ~nother, _t.ri~ 
t~ ~tarn~ !s. th,e,. nmn_c;pali t;r is or~~rwg everyo~e to pu1;. ln ~ic.\~w(\tks !ID\i you -
p'e!ha.p~ l'~;ne~~ef' ~.iJa:t )he «;lld :mud ~a.l~-- -~oun~ ~~-).o.~~-~~,_--a1.inos:t- enli:rely~ yn :~ 
rublic' street,s··~here the 'sidewa1k'should be.· This rneans'that the wall m£st oe' torn 
ab~.· tL1l~~f~bth_r(.".lt . ..ibtiid_ 'P~rpaj·s~ be:be,s,t o(bflck_ •. ; ~~-l!uhl~iptlity·' d~es'not 
~:~r~~ ~?hstru~tipg ,~ mi.td _wal'~: 13'?-.cllrSf~ th·e: old one;·~afld, ir we -~e-, t?: keet the · · 
property I sttppose tlle' woold want a' br~ok wall anyway. "'t may cost a thousand pesos 
or more to have thls done. Our renter is ~oin~ to send na an estimate of costs 
andi l a.m:g~tn~t ~b'-'s~e Mr.' ~i~h, ~Dani~h ~9n~act~·i- h~·t.~ ~L-so.;otE., £'or his 
~:at1~ate~. 9.p~1_1e,~ _S§J.iah~~-_'i!fO\i'ld be' willlht;: t,Q help· 'us.· ()Ut •.. The, renter S~id.1 he ~OJld 
p~,_wplin_:s to ~u};ervise··~he wer_k if, done :py local· w._ork,e:rs and this'woo!dv~rY:,_l~kely 
pe chearer' than' rr done· by' a compa..'jy ·r.rom' !lere, if:· on.fy''we cw-<de_p'end ori.' re}j.able 
work. . c.• . . J 

~ve· are very gr~t~f'ul to'.Y.o~i !li_~d the' Boar~ f'br the en~oorage~ent of' ybur' le·tter?· 
lt is';'~~--: .sourcE3. o_~ h}.esy.~ng' and ._strength to us :that we·ha~e you;r at--r·r~l 'U~-on our 
e.v~cua~~?n, of' i)tll._ttillla~ be<?ause even· tho~1.gh we ha~e not "rn,C'l.lat~ one -ml.nute· J.n 
believing that we' did the prudent and' wine thinl!; that ie, the \rlll o:f' God, yet i ~ 
w.as: a -~~2.;tend.i'ri'g ?~ois~on'' to mS.ke, !in_~ one ie~of'ten torlne~~e?~wit~- the· thought . 
of -£'ruetrat1on and that our work"has .f'at'led to make· the nu~~el.ent i~a.ct on the city 
'tQ be able to~ 1::o1d its' groufid in· timen of.' persecution. Yet~- wher::' orre ? onBitiers 
the;· p-olitical situation; it::is-not-altogether a. failure on the f;art of-t"e Ev'itn~;el.i..cal 
work• 'rhe Liberals themse-l~s li"ve !~"'fear~ ~.r-.d thou..;h J.:len'ty dia~usted with the 
procedur"'e agains-t us' remain almost in alienee- ~6r' l:.he'ilr -owr. j;ood t 

- ~ -~ - _, ..,_ ' J I • 

'!ha.:Jks t"or ar::l-6ving 'the Us'O.'OO' :f'or nt·s ~ t:or-ck 'tr langua'ge nt,_lU.y·. It \-!i!l :mich 
'8.F:'Teciate-d :~tr~d Tt helpM u.'s out in extra exren!!e' incurred by-mbvinr;'• 
"·-- ___ ,.-. :--rs::-r:r "::"l:'""·~ ....... ~·.., ·-

You mention-'i-n one. of' your·: letters that 1 had seer{ certain in4i v'i'd.uale an'd had in
f'o!"na.Uon or: PO!'..;e i ~.:veati~ation not reported to the 11i'a'ie!J of' the mi~~ion as 'lndi
cated to you by i7irr$ AntOnnen.- I s.!t ~omewl-:at a·t.· a loto3 to know' just what'i·5 l!!eant 
by this, but r erha,;y. she· has rei'er-enee ·t,o H9.rold 1 n and my talk with the' Nay-or and 
the Li.eute~iLYrt _ tr~' cha::rge in· Dui tatl8.. after we hl'.ld dec-ided: to evacua-te,~ the d-et-ails 
0~ whlc!t may" not ti"l.ve· been kt,own to everyone.- lt GO.haprened t,hat'When We C~!Tl6 -
into t.'n"" orrice of' the r::ayor, he \·rag coni:'errie; w'ctb the Joverr:or of Ro.vaca on t!ie 
tele~:hone a.nd expressed serio'1S concern s'Jo'-t ":lei(]-' a:Jle to ::rotect us ':;ecauce o ~ 
tbe it<tnif~sta~.ion the )'recedir;:o: Sunday. -The Arrq fie·:t.-?i"<R.Pt or; V··e otht·.r· ba.ndt in 
WC·•oJT· '·'e \..,,,_; rotir,c-,... ~on"l'ded r·.a··'e li , ...... of' +'•· ,· ~1= -1-],;·.·,Cf' .1.'r· ';l_i<.• cc·--v·--~.'J,j,i~on o.r t .1. ...~-. "~ I L:;;..l.., ~ J .1- .... l. v J.. ' , U - .:J. 1 u .. v ~c- , · • u ~;:; v J. '- •• ~ .;_) ~ ·- ' .... '"'- fRr. .-



Dr. Rolf "'-• Syrdal 2- Decemrrer 4, 1948 
.i. 

r~;:ort to the Jovernor .sayin.,. ·that nothinc; serious had; 'happened eXcert the mani-festa
tion 'on Sun<iay and that'tnat ~ha,f iifvolve-d: ~niQ vloleride :m;ther .ii ~Thfa-·, 'o~ OOllr!Je, :rie 
tru.e and it,le to-the ·ereaYt of' -tt:e .~417 tlllat .ot:1e:r weY.e"ffble::-fo'\.f.it'thJraw th&f; 
tireriieindoos no:, without· ervencf'i"rirb· :a shot. ·Arter tntit,-· t;h'e '?A,;;..r-nr,-laiain 't·ook over 

' Q • ~- u 
the felephor..e 'l.r.d told :-t'<ie 'J.a.fernbl- or tfre·re~£ea.1i:ett at&iinge :an'd.'~Hreat&'-in tria 
&,Jy!feno-e ,:or the ~0ldi?ern ~- ·I ~3hot't1-d ~erha.ps a8ij :1~r-e ~it-the ·vayor nad ;!revi-(Yiisly 
gone to the ~riestn in an ef.:'ort to :r.ave tl1ew deslst from their violent denunciat~one 
or the ·Prdteib:n b in iiritereet: 'of .rnafiitah£-ri~ ·irid'-er t:n'!.f:~ ei-ty; ,'.;'!_thE!y ·:mswered 
hini that .;thlit wan :·their -:n&da:l.On -an<F·stanciin~ '-or~ fi ·to fu"-eaeb e-..rery 3unda•_, ari!ib st 

-J ~ • •J <..:. 

the frotentants, and if he in;:;risoned Of"e :Jat:-,olic f'or Fersect<ting in any \"'ay 
th§·:;F:r.ot-e~tarrts, '\hey, r~:~· f'rrest·ej ltO'.<ldif'nllSeni.e.'t:eJi':.Xzmt:lft\te a 1c_a.m[.Jaign to have 
him rel&8.1:led_- -• ~kr!d, of :coiir~e,· tb:~-ha.yor %-oiiri~; t'he ·rer!fd.;;f 'Of! bhe'-Ro1'iia.n' -~riesthood 
wen und~t'fta:"d·s·WhS.t:;tiu_'_cfi·a:eamSaiirl:;mi..YAt'meg:: ·toJhi-rn fersori:all""i The l.a.ffl 

~ ... :::. ~ & 'J .. 

l'iiso'~Ot~~'rue in l-.1. earlisz~:;donverea:Ei'Oll that ··t:e 'wcrufd' ·be :iifllin:f irr dur defense 
~~-8J~e~i,{'dot to' ou+ rrotiseiand cSlee1l tWeref. torpt.oi'eo.£-:-us~' ~He· sifd', '&yo\a 
f;~ve ~ih~~r· :ra'-vcir: H11~ :11.9for iD.thi"f~ws an.r"tne o6b«"tit.uB·brt~'+btit:\4~at are' ~tre.ae·: 
~drtrt 15~ o<'o eflraied' "~~t·e~:fnoa. {countri ;i~oj:ler'tf 'dt ee\.h·se; :u;re friu nav'e
w '"~ff6~. cr ~~,'1:#~:Arlix:.A:~~¥;r~u{~(;Y, ,~a.~· J1i~;.f!,aJ.di:: ~<r:.~B;l:f~~~t<&ho€¥£1· .~~e' t!rt:f-1 · .. ·or 
f. t!a?rtt~ ~J ~·r~w:·~ EZ" :·~ ·rc~_tta:~ll -«_oh£'9~rtY- _;t~tn :,~rr~. r: ~~~~l~~:;or~ : f':cl~~~~ --~~ . 
t'hou'Sn ne'1nm2elf''-'is \<fe1l.l-~1:'or-Ked-of-"the !!Na..Ttehca.! ea'.lse, has at end:ed serv1.ces 
in ~l-le I slur: d. o-: 3a:• Andres, an.d lO'J€6 :.; e libe~ty t:;.at· _exists tic-ere.• The >::'ttde;.-,te 

~f."~i~~,s ,.Ji~, Z}o.~ .. s::9..~~. ~~??d~-c~.S~i,~ ~~1? in ._\4e ~AriS{~;,ar;,i ~\)~~~"~T::~t~y;r --~~~ .~r+~~ir 
reasons" oe.ca; ~€ -~,.;. Pi1est8 were 'ev-~-:7 able to int'erf'ere wi t:h tneJ.r ~u:f:Les .. J ·One 
rif:.·[ft~-i~e ·z6td.f~rs~·fctlfed i'oiA~-iow\t·, -I~nd w'!1ert 0~~jil:V~~~tiat~ fh~&cb;·qotaf~to'ld UB 
tfrt. d6 ~-or-ier.-Ract 2b~eri:-~l~~rt~ ::th~'~ri·e~t dai~ ifowa;cir;:tte L-i~~t~;~~ t;Jii.~~ t:ilat 
~~· 1h;;:~.:~~~~e~::~~J~rl~Gj~~~brl~{~<t:t&w ·;;~~;~e ~~k·;~f~,c~;+:~~"fi~~ •. ·~ :~~·~ ··~·:".) _. 

::te ;:~-~;~1:,fu;f? f ~J :P~ ;:~;,i~ .Sif~ i:~~t~-~ii i~ ,~i~:-=~~~~;~ .),\~~i ·: ;~:;f~l~~a· !lo .~\~iei·~~ 
;-erseo· .. dS~or· s:>:n~e ov.r withefrawale:Xcert'for !1-:f. Jorr..ea'W'nO' :ts -?he-.BestJcnown and 
-'.. -~~_.: ~ ••• > - • ."" .. ' T '. 'l" ,., •:· •-,, -...:·· ' ~- ~.r::r· ~: -~~C ,- -.~- 0 '""":- .~ .. ~ ..... --r. -:"'f~.- .·~~·;'!' ........... c 7''_, "r.~·- ·"" ."': .-~ -,r:~~ -. ,..... ' 
wae: -the leane-r :a:wonf·!ut~ti~ : ne 1l.id ·u 'ask'"·~:he· '3ivaita ttf·"traf,sS.er 'hlu: "to'''li'r'a:h:lot 

oe~)Jil._fe ~it~~?):r~ -~~~ ~(,J ~6~r~F·~~!>ii~~~-~ -~-lt~ ~~ ~b~~i::~i~]Z Jltf~li,·~~~~~Ji}ffen 
l~~. ·w.~r:t!. _t~ ~r:a'ctJ:6~}~<:.~~ ~~~~),:~s lneyel. ~~r;d~w~~i: ::?E: 0~1e '.s\fti~:t~: ... T1~~ti.(ie·~f~~.4 
~}!:iA;·:~-~~t '~~~~ )t~~- ~t!-~~- ,a~ <tafll.e_r;,~ua,;; -i:f '·,?.o.I _rdJtJC~~o ;- .. Jli~ ·~h~_··~r·~~f?,!i#;:t~~~~t,f;:us~lver 
aJfd11t~d _7ivc·n· 5M"are toii!t :PIIm:o,it"aecid'·or al'rve.• l:!"1ei:" iz" 5:1.tt¥:lasJ }:';~ziJ~·· 
tl!e~:Z.~i..t~~s:-t.;f.:fili t.i·Ct-·h§' h~eJ.iir6Ji, Q~ .r£iatica:f ~6.iti1l 0artfi1T JfJJe t11e}'~roiinir~· 
~~:t~~t -~~·~ t1t~: }~i·~~:,d , __ ~;:~;t~~},&·l~:~:~~~.ii~:~b~R.)1t~~ :~¥5id, 'fF~~ 'f!lf~l& ~~t{~!~f r~·::·r 
tron:t of' 6ne ot ttH~ ;·:6~::;es ttiald?n:- t'loLe la~t arrac:,re:"e:lts th t.;.'i. dfi~~enter, :thc~e 
.t'ani!:tic3·c6a:ri i;yi-;h·tiy1:8.:t,. ii; ··t,1?&:\J 'J<fi~/ >iia.y ·ior • ptotc}~1foif'\if+c6totThYii' £i1:d '-it;:; 
h~m~c- '?-:1'-ip~i;: -~tfc n,enace of l:cote:;tar.ti:nt., for ~.;;eir conversion of tte ; rots::ts.r:-:·J 
~10. ·th%ir :~-1·-otectors. We ho~>e th!i+, o.;r Freeer.ce tLere ti;at n~;ht will not ren•.Ilt 
in di:'.::'ic•.;ltie!? tor :::r. !arads. .. (3·,:- the ;-.;ay, he ;;a:-J t,~:c. nx: .. w·c.o ,Totec'.ed 3er";h, 
Nerlfe'n·.:~id· -.~,;iets.'~~}fJ.; greater. \riolei!c.e the da.y they wer£ stoned L, tte c+.ree-:~.) 

- • , • T .:, -;,· '• '. ~- "').-

&ie n{,~ht-so.oei>Jl=·or se ... eral v;ere a~3.r£!.atly tryin~ to force ~::r .. C.cl·ada":· Joor o1 er• 
an.d he !:'ired a :: oL:le o:' :,:ots a;.d ~cat-!-,ered t:,em. 

Af't.er l;,;aviro~ ~'aya::<a 1 r:: hou3e (~i~~e"t~-~~ '""~;)11 lived), I >-fa',+,ed to v::.;:;it .:-:x. Jomez, 
> :·(' r_·:;•·:·• '-:""'~.--· ··T'T 

a 1·ecer:t co1.vcrt ( tl::·ou;:;h ·Jon'ea ind t·::~ -n,oreE!ena L but E'ear~cn:· tLat th _ 0 r.-oo o<> 
~:.r~ .... ;;~.·~':"" . -~ ·c. ·· .. -... · ~ w • ,. .L ..1. '"l'\_ • 

wo::-:e•l W)lllJ follOi·I us a,-,d cau"''e nu.:J to oe r-ersec:.itcd W;: drove stral,;n '- or, ..,o iU.nJa• 
I called 011 1•ir"· ihliz, a Li ieral sy<r::··athizer Nho re;:Jlarly attended ser'J.iccn, and 
f-1e told me t·:a-L he an:l f:~ve or r-~x ~r~e- ,Js h:d. >.ga:. .. 3fent a couple o" da·T in 
;:r·ison 'Jeca.=e or poL.t.ical rev<_,,.,~e. ~··,e rol:ce, 1-1hicL h~1:: ~~ec~!,le not:·in{; .ore 
t.'.!a!: 8 tool o' +,_;o 'l'LC ,,-~;., arrested tr.cm while }'b.yi:1; billiarJs or: a. f-rt't,ext ' :at 
t~lcy· ]'!.ad viola~_,ed_ t.:e ~.;_r ~C\i. 1-~-,~'!te·:t.~. 0 ..... l2:tdi:.;.·; -!:_~---.c:._ &Wa:_t to r-ison t:1e.:r ::.i_s~rc-~-;..~:,C· 

t (;:. ·,;~ t 1 jlo~i:: o ~ ?~c ~.,::: .~'1~--:: Glil · ~ ~i-;""t.~ l ~~.~-e:.r ;.;~r€· 'Jle~;.din~; :'ro·.-: r;OSE aH.1 .or41~)-~. 

~\t;.·t':eJ: ... areJ ~~' ~t. :.:t.l re··.illy ~1c.:e; y ... cl_1.~_,~o:-!. o'' :_, e -/~..l"'€lr.,i, 1~.;2 c;-.~~-st..~- 0:_ ~-" r 15.l~Li_,."'-1 
·-'J.ll ;.:···l ~·:·'- ~.r:.:·:·.t "'.t1~cy_.J_~ -j:·-· .J.:.r-::·~-~~1 1~~-· o~, :~E.. 
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There are, o:' course, other details, bu.t these are r:erha, s ;;:ost signif"icant, aud I 
must now close but let us thank ./ou again for ;our interest in t!1e case oi' HiE.ur 1s 
ba~;;a"'e• :te are encloain"" recent cor res; ondenoe from the Judson-Sheldon Jiv lBion •. ::>.::J a . '-~ .. -

regarding this matter. You will :r.ote ~,he su:;gestion of the New Orleans Oi'fice of 
Grace Line to the effect t .at we JUt in a claim a.gair1st t(;e C'J.~toms o:'fic-ials at 
B.le:aaventura. In October ife put ir: a clailh w:._ t:~ the C:hief' of' Gustoms il" ·:::olo!Dbia 
a.r:d he rLoti :'ied us t.}-at he had referred the matter to aue:n'lVeL t:.l..ra. We believe that 
there i~ little hope that u,e people wLo are ree:>on8:;.ble l-.rill ta.k.e aDy action a5ainst 
themselvesJo We believe, however, that Jrace Line arejjust as much to blame f'or th s 
loss, as they did not notif'<.r Hildur of t::e arrival of' her baggage, and tl-1ey have not 
r:anif'ested a very coopera-':,iv:e' sririt in· a:ny o:' t:.eir o:'fices 'here• Mr.-. Jaco.bson 
(missions.r~r in Buenaventura 1-iho has tried to r·telp us locate 7Jle ;oods) also laments 
a veqr indi£.' .r.er::lrlt at..ti tude or" the ;.art o~ J.raee Line. A young Colombian pr.of'eHsor 
wLo attends the Eva.,.,-;::~1 ical S;ervices ir' 1'Un'1a told UR that :Jrace Lin.e is owne<l by 
the Jesui 'ts. Do you know whethE'r thie is t~e or not? I:' so, I be'lieve w~ s!1ould 
oh i.p -wit~ another comrany, or at least leave off notationl3 such as: nFor mi?sions.ry 
1:urposee t! which were .in bold type en almost all of the shi1:?in5 papers Rilau.r r~eeived. 
It may be wlse :to ship U:n~ou.:Sh 3arranqitllla if' possi~le since Buena.v.ent.ura i~ noted 
for sueh cases ae ti··at·o~ Hildur. Of' c0'-J.r.se, it is ~cru·d to .lcow whieh :s hetter 
as thE- bede \;ere sent to Barrar,qullla B.i.id i1ave r.ot arrived yet~ You. will ncte from 
the ·Jrs.ce J.ir~e corresi)ondence t.hat, o~icially, a Gonsular Invoice i~ not. need-ed; 
:ret, in both the case of Hildur·ts ba.ga.~e ar.d t;d.t of' tLe ;Jeds they were 'deruanded 
by the :::Uet;rr;s au:t.hori tieG ar,rl there:'ore h€ ld u • Also, tJ:1e Viee·<.!onsul he!'e in 
3o~ota told us that every shipJJGnt., pt::.-Gonal or" oth~rwise, shouJ~d. tuve t.ha Jor.sular 
Invoice to avoid. difficulties with the Ju.storus of::'icials. With reference to Hildur 1s 
baggase we are _willins; to do wl:iat.evcr you thin.i{. best.. ·~'h re d.ces1: 't see:z to be ;::uch 
;:·ore we can do here. 

t.td.ee H~erde ar:dved 2af'ely' last.. IUePd:;_y ru.d we ld.d a nice 't,l.sit ~:ith her -:,c:at evmlln:;. 
She and .i:.iJ.es !ho:!la.s are $ta.;{-;_n,; '3.t the ~resbyteei:x-2 Jlinic unt.:.l def•i:h:'..te word :z 
received frorr, tcJe cresbyt~r lG.i! ·3oarJ. ~egard.i:;,'; fu:-thE:r f-lail~) "or th:J.t rest 1:;::;::e. 

Hilclu1· oe1;d::- greetin-,o a:·,rl. \'r:..s'qes to ex:rGsf; l:cr r;.:.rwere ti1a;:C~s iar yoc..:.l· 
and actio·,: in these varioua ma.t..ters. 

Yo;;.r" ir; tLe Laster's .:ervice, 

Arnf'eld 0. l-'orck 

K:clo:?ures - :;.' 
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Rev. Harold Olson 
e/o Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado 25 
Tu.nja, :Boya.ea, 
Colombia, s. America 

Dear Harold: 

December 1?, 1948 

I wish to thank you for your letter of December 17th enclosing an article 
called "Our Second Institute Graduation." We shall be glad to use it 
either in the Missionary or in our church papers. I note also that you 
have sent a movie film. You had better send those directly to me as I have 
to make arrangements for editing and producing the films from here now that 
:Burgess is full-time at the Seminary. The recent films we have received 
from you are excellent. The making of shoes that we have in one film and 
continued on another, is exceptionally good. When we get some more we will 
cheek over them with our film man at Augsburg and get $Uggestions from him 
to send on. 

The next :Board Meetings will be held Februar;r 14-16 and May 2-4, 1949. 

With reference to the Institute I would have very little to s~ concerning 
the selection of a man for the Institute to take Morek's place. If it is 
temporary for only one year I think Walla would fit in well. Normally we 
feel that it is advisable for a man to have some years of experience on the 
field before beginning to train students to become evangelists and teachers. 
On our other mission fields the normal practice is to demand at least one 
full term of a missionary before he is stationed at a Seminar,y. Although 
a full term is not demanded for other inwtitutions at least two to four 
years in active missionary work is usually required. The reason for these 
stipulations are: 1) No one can properly train workers unless he knows the 
baCkground from Which they come and the situation into which they are going. 
The only way to learn this is to work among them in general evangelistic 
work for some time. 2) It is rather important to have a. good language 
foundation for student work. 3) It is necessary to have a. fairly good 
knowledge of the psychology of 1he people before entering school work. 
This can come only through actual experience w1 th them. Theoretical know
ledge does not seem to suffice. 

~s to location of the Institute, I am sure I can add little to what has a.l-
/ ~eady entered your own mind. I do not believe that Coeuy would be the proper 

place for the Institute on a permanent plan. Temporarily it might serve if 
you have the necessary housing facilities. Tanja would most likely be able to 
serve both as a temporary or a permanent location for the Institute. I feel 
rather favorably inclined towards :Bogota as a permanent location of the Insti
tute but realize that there are some objections which are as follows: 1) The 
expenses of renting or building facilities. 2) More expensive living eondi-
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tions. 3) The difficulty of moving from Bogota back to one of our other 
stations after once being located there. 4) The possibility of finding it 
hard to get our students baCk into a rural area once they have tasted the 
exhilaration of a city situation. If some of these difficulties could be 
overcome it seems to me that Bogota would be a strategic city if we could 

alopt it as part of our field. Otherwise I would say that one of our other 
stations could be used t~mporarily for the purpose of watChing conditions 
~ coming to a definite decision later. 

In reference to gown and liturgy for your services. The authority, until 
congregations are organized and well established, rests with the Mission 
Conference. In those matters however, great care must be exercised so that 
offense will not be given to the people among whom you serve. A decision 
should be made only after full consultation with the people that you pave 
confidence in and that you know will reflect the balanced judgment of a 
large section of your Protestant groups. 

In reference to the matter of Communion Service , we are in a sense work
ing. on a double standard of judgment on the mission field. Under the 
regulations of our own churCh in America we work on the basis of closed 
Communion or very careful modification of a closed Communion. This si tua
tion is unique in Lutheran circles among the American groups. The Dutheran 
churches in Europe do not practice closed Communion, therefore wherever we 
have formed national churches on the mission field together with the other 
Lutheran groups working in those areas, the position of the National church 
formed has usually set its own course in this matter. Their policy has of 
course been under the guidance of the missionaries. The Articles calling 
for a closed Communion are really articles for preserving the true nature 
of our belief concerning the Lord's Supper. We should at all times be 
certain that our testimony is clear and that our teaching on the Lord's 
Supper will not be confused with the reformed teaching. The poli ey that 
might be necessary for preserving this purity of teaching may differ in 
each country. According to the situation that is met. 

In China and Madagascar Christians of other denominations coming to our 
section of the country are welcomed to Communion Services. Usually an 
explanation is given of our teachings on Communion but realizing that they 
are then in the Lutheran area no great question is involved. In other words, 
the question is open to a certain exten~when we are building a new church 
in a foreign land. On the other hand we have our traditions that should at 
least serve as a guide to us even though not all aspects of that tradition 
may be necessarily applied. 

We note that Miss Jenson has turned down the offer of working in our 
mission and that there is also some question as to Miss Heerde 1 s appoint
ment in the Presbyterian Mission in Bogota. 

We note the suggostions you make concerning phonographs. We will make this 
a project for people that ask for special things they might do for the 
mission and see if we can't get more phonographs for you. Is it better 
to buy them there or should they be purchased here and sent out with 
missionaries? We are also writing to the Spanish Gospel Recordings in 
LosAngeles. 



. was happy- to hear something about the Q.uanruds. I have not heard either 
from or about them for a long time and vas wondering where they were. May 
God give you wisdom in deciding as to his stationing. 

Sincerely yours, 

BAS:hh 
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Looking back over the troubled year, Phil. 4tl9, seems to have been 
well proved in our experience, ·~ God shall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory in Ohrist Jesus•. This year persecution reached a new peak 
on our field, with constant molesting of people and property in Duitama, with 
two workers being imprisoned, and with the temporary closing of the doDrs o£ our 
work in Duitama) and political, social ar~ economic unrest in ~he country 
caused much disturbance to our work. At the same time we cannot but marvel at the 
grace of God that no life has been destroyed a.bd that while ])Ui tama has cm.used 
a heartache to all of us, some of the stations have been much blessed. TUnja 
has a new mission home, a beaatiful chapel and many new people attending, 
El Cocuy also has increased attendance and open doors for the work, Parpa and 
Mausa have developed under a national worker, and La Aguada has grown with more 
intensive work by the missionary and his helper. Surely, we would declare, "Our 
God has supplied our need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus•. 

Occupation of the field 
In Tunja the Maldes have served through the year with Belva Nerlien 

working as parish worker after the closing of the Inst. ~len Danielson went 
to El Cocuy to work with the Olsons there at the same time. In La Aguada 
the Ostrems have nobly carried on being assisted the last £our ~ months 
by one of our students f'rom the Inst. Oliverio Mora. The responsibility for 
the Socota area has been the Morcks ' with Gerardo WilChes there/ the most o£ 
the year as evangelist, his wife, Isabei being the teacher. In Duitama, Rev. 
Morek directed the inst. until the closing with Joyce Bergh, Belva Nerlien 
and Virginia Antonsen teaching. Af'tet the Thoresens le:f't for furlough in June, 
Morek also had tkxtXXRR~ww•iWil~ the difficult and trying responsibility o£ 
the station, with Helen Danielson working as parish worker. Since the closing 
o£ the work there, 14orcks have been located in Bogo~, makin~ contacts and 
working on the literature program. The Qlanruds were placedJ in Arauca by the 
Exec. Oomm. but have found difficulty in finding liv ing JtK quarters and now 
that the Scand. Alliance claim it £or their work that occupation will have to 
be reconsidered. 

As we think of the large number of placements and replacements that 
we must make this year and the challenge of that responsibility we need to remind 
ourselves again of the promise, ·~ God shall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Je~us". Looking to Him, our need shall be supplied 
for wisdom to determine the best location for the Inst., to appoint a director 
or acting director to :f'ill Morcks place as he should leave this midyear for 
fUrlough, to fill Olson's place as he is also due £or furlough, and to locate 
Hans Thoresen who returns f'rom furlough in June, Ted Mendenhall, who has now 
finished his year of study, Joseph Walla, who will finish in April, Johan Bergh, 
who will also. finish about that time and whom we trust the Lord will permit to 
st~ with us and labor among us, Valborg Torkelson, who should finish at midyear, 
and Helen Danielson, who should be more permanently located by this Conference. 

In view of the present conditions an our field and the still open 
door that presents itself £or occupation, I would much recommend that Chiscas 
be occupied at the present time if possible. Having asked ·that someone come, 
and being ~et without a priest in the town, there is an opportunity to occupy, 
to evangel~za that locality, and to do more effective work in Santa Ana than 
has been done before. 

The Institute 

For the Institute the year has been far f'rom smooth. Opening the 
11th of April with students missing, strict martial law hindering travel, it 
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it kept on trrr oug;h the yea:r, tuntil stones breakL--,g the dining room windol'is, 
landing on the tables, *"'·E+n pz ayers and public~ manifestations threat!ilning 
more serious happen.ings caused us to decide to close our. training school. The 
two girl graduates and Joyce Bergh vrere trB:ns:ferred to El Cocuy where bro >·reeks 
1-rere spent in study, observing .and practice_ tea,dur1g in the day school there. 
All who itrere. at tl;;e gna.d~ati'on of' Leticia Oor;o a.'rld Ana i'/ilihhes wiU say that 
it Was .ir:uap·,i,r-ing to e.e-~<these youn~ l~d).es_ take their places as graduates and 
\iorker.e on .eUr-- field~ · I,t is. evident that lfe canAot r-eturn this yee;r to Dui ta.rua 
with the-Iii~t*::; But is ~is also ,questionable if the location elee\\rhere should 
be- other tr..an tempora:ry~- Ag Horpk- le-aves f.:er. <E\trlouglv'we thank G-od and bim 
f'or faithf'ul-·service· durin£ storwJ an& tried yea:rs as: t.he director. Also to 
his: C~\'iorker..s .. in f)ui:taJna. our thar.Jrs and a;dtill:ration f0r~ faith'Ulness under 
fire a 

. 
-'E'1e~Short Cours~ on t1J:e"f'lains 

Another suc0essful short course was conducted. t!1is yea:r at La A(;uada 
vri th Rev. 1-:'alde teaching,cl ,JQhn_.and preS:chiliz,' HC?len> ~aJ"iidson 13ixing studies on 
"Adela...Dile ~uventud11 ; and Rev• Ostrem teac'b.i:rrg 11Abrar'i:am11" _ Ti-:e ;r.espen~e proves the 
usefulness_ofthie course.£-pr:s.atisi'y'in~ the d:esire~:of~tli~ people.tor mC>re 
intensive study and reCI1ttit.ing -yot:mg :£'-elks fer the'- Insh .I 'ltellld ren-oinmend 
that if the peoy.-le tliere Sf-prove;. and that if' _found ppss;i;}jle, '4-'l}a:ff,:rather than 
lengthen the course to t.wo weeks, 'that tvro such courges of one week be held 
yearly, one in April er 'l{ay and the other in Septemher ,or October • . ·· That t11e 
'Planning; for the co~ be left in the l'1ands of the Exec• ·collin:,._: 

- Dav Schools 

,. T'tleSe. hav~· ha,d another suceesful.ye~;\ arid all of tl'l~Hli t~s 
-yea:r l:IS.ve p~:regist~red -with the Birec.tor of' Education in 'l'unja,.: La' Aguada 
with Vicenta~Diaz as ·te'8.eher has had son;,e _-40 -pupils.; Pm;.p~ }~ s. aer·a:rdo 
Wi_lch~-!3,, }'fi th tJ·3 pupil.s 1 !•ia.usa., ·Fanny Jimemez-,. ieabber, "!»o pupils, -
El Cocuy,_Gustavo flodrigue.z; teacher, 25 puf"ils, Oa:rrizal., Ji.i.anito l{on"toya, 
teacher, 25 pu,pils, and Santa Ana ";i th Fideligrla A;)rala and Pausa.nias 'tlllc!-les 
as teachers had 14 pupils.- Again, hoi'lever, tl1e probleEt faces us of' having 
sufficient teachers f'or· j:,be schools \>Te have, since FB.nny Ji:rrenez wiJ,lstudy 
the collling yea:t", Fi'deligna Ayala .has left the field,: a.nd the yoiing wen ere 
holding out for much. higher \tag~s. It becolii.-es necesna:ry for us to· study and 
pre};are a n-e\·t scale of wag-es that''ltiF properly -recoJnrense t~:e. \iGrkers· and · 
be fair to all concerned. -

-~ 

"• ,-
,• Vaoa'tio:n Bible Sq}·wols 

This year's vacation Bible schools have<been adefini-t.~ en ... 
coura:;eiLent tQ all" cor±cerned • Joyce;_BeT<?;h had t:--".e respoR.eibil,i ty ·o:f 'e~lectir<G 
aEd preparin~ the :oat.erials for all of our-s(Hl0£>18' a.?id _their success is a 
proof of her consec~B.tad and able guidah:ca. She taught in La Aguada io'ith 47 
p:..<pils, Vicenta Diaz in Santa Helena,. near La Aguada \"lith 11 pupils, Belva 
Nerlien in Tunja rli t:h 28, Leticia Corzo and Ernest:i_na lcior.a. in Fa:rpa \'lith 37, 
Fanny Jh;enez _in El Oocliy · vli th 211 and. in Qanrizal Hi th 21, ai1d Ana \'filches 
in Santa Ana. -..ri th 16. It is especiallv encouragin; to note the success of 
our Colombiari girls ir; this venture and -vre a.ilticipate tha day v;hen this vrork 
can be almost totally ln their :hands. 

Voz Luterar-:a 

Under tl-w able leadership of Rev. Lorek this has deveiboped 
L-,to an able expressio::: of our fai tl: and nission to such aL extent that otl:.er 
\'Tor::ers in Oolmr.bia a.re- desirous of: usina- it as a mediu:::.-1 of ev3..ngelism, but 
find it ir.J!'OS~;ible because of' t1-1e n"''··= '·,'e~ ""e 0 fT1l 0 

,... - - o..""' • -...... us:u:g o J."!lS ;.,on::'erence, should 



therefor~, give serious consic~eration to the n;;ced and advisability of changing 
the name of our paper that it may be able to serve its full purpose in 
evangelism and in expressing our Christie;-. faith in Colombia. 

ColoDbian Conf'erence 

All of us \iho attended the Conference last J'-<ly \•rill declare that 
He supplied our need much more than we had anticipated. In spite of political 
tension at the tiu.e He had 75 registered attendants and the spirit of Ule group 
vias very receptive and responsive tp the messa::;es. Several of tJ.-:.e Oolo:sbians 
contributed very \'fell uith their Iueditati0!1S on tLe theme, 11La Luz del l':u.ndo

11
• 

Nm.; that there is Lttle possibility of having such a Oonf'erence this yeBJ..~ 
in Dui tawa it v10uld seem best to arra."lge for a Conference vri th limited attendance 
say in El Cocuy· vrhere it could be held as a tenth anniversary co:rznemoration of 
the be('J'innin::r of the evan,.elical \'lOrk there. The Exec. Col11L should be at.<thorized 

a ~ :..:> 

to plan for such if it is feas:\.ble this year. 

'dorker 1s Course or Conference 

aad It is evident that \ie lack an on·cortuni ty for t:.e nissionaries 
native vwrkers to jointly have a spiritual retreat \'lith an oprortunit:;; 13tJr 
study and discussion of cornuon problems. Our short course before somev.r:-:.at 
that need, but it ;tas d.rop;,ed for lack of sufficient teachers who required 
It is recor:cr:ended t!·iat plans be :wade for sue~~ a com·se or Horker 1s retreat 
during tbe coning yem·. 

filled 

Ledical f'roq;rau 

:~oH ti:.::. t Elizabet!1 Heerde l:.as returned to tLe field ·,;it:" :rwre 
nurses training, with Valborg Torkelson having come as our first full tiJ.Je 
re;istered nurse, it becomes evident tlHt om· llied.ical rrograr.: should be,;;in 
to t~~e more concrete s!1al'e• It is reco:...mended. tl1at vlhile Elizabeth is 
in Bozota she investi::;ate. all ar1?;les of such a progra::., and that i·/rlen Valborg 
has vacation fro~ t?:e lar;.:;uage school or ur:on terr::inating her s1b.llldies t!wre 
ti:1at she be allovJed time and. mo .ey to vis::.t tl1e ILtedical v:ork done by t:ie 
Fresbyterim1s in tile Sinu, but the l·:ennoni tes in tte Choco ru;,d that afte1· 
spending soLe tirue in La Aguada, sl:e, Eli":abeth ~-:d. the Exec. Co:tr:l:lo prepare 
sug:;estions for t:<e next Confere;.:ce. 

In closin; I wa:rrt, to ~.ay a tribuJ.:,e to all of you vtho l1ave been 
my cmrorkers on the field.. I :mu.st say that it has been a constant ins·::iration 

v aft -
to see t:_e 'day you have assumed res1~onsibili ties and done theDfunto the Lord. 
Such :eesponce ah:ays makes tl-.. e load of' directin7 t:1e ;-wrk so nruch easier 
and :makes the \'fork go forward so much faster. And should you grant our furlough 
this year I twuld ask that you give 3-erhard, vrho \'/ill h: April or May become 
Actinr~ Superinten.'ent the same glad cooperation and \tilling response to 
his direction. lvlay the Lord grant us much grace to prove during the col.Ling 
year that He suprlies all our needj to :so forviard. Hi th Hio in Colo:.:1bia. 

Respectfully, 



CELMOSA ANNUAL COljFEREJ.'mE 
Santa Ana, Cundinamarca 
Colombia, south America • ' 

Januar,y 1-7, 1949 

I. All sessions were opened with devotions! 

A. Devotional and fellowship meetings on Saturday and Sunday. 

1. Saturday evening - Song & prayer fellowship, Ostrem. 
2. Sunday morning -.Communion service, Malde (Sermon- Olson). 
~· Sunday afternoon ~ Fellowship hour, Phoebe and Delores. 
4-. S""und ay evening - Sermon by Morek. 

B. Morning study hour; theme; "The Christian Combat", Eph. 6,10-20. 

1. Monday - Introduction to theme, ~anrud. 
2. Tuesday - The Enemy (vs. 11-12), l4end(mhall.-
~· Wednesday - The ·Armour (vs. 1~-17), Johan Bergh. 
4. Thursday - The Vleapon (v. 17) 1 Helen Danielson. 
5· Friday - How to Wage the Battle (v. 18-20), Joe Walla. 

C. Afternoon Devotions. 

~. Monday - Belva Nerlicn. 
2. Tuesday - Valborg Torkelson. 
3·. W~dnesday - Alice Walla. 
4 Thursday - Elizabeth H~erde. 
5• Friday - Anita Bergh • • II. Reports 

A. Reports on stations, Institute and Literature given by Superintendent Olson; 
station head~ and Institute Director. 

B~ Secretary's report approved. 

III. Evangelism 

A. Voted that we rescind the former action of placing th~ Quanruds in ~rauca 
because.of not being able at present to secure.a house there end also beccuse 
of the attitude of the Scanrlinav1a~ Alliance Mission. 

B. Voted that Ostrem and Morek be authorized to cede Arauca to the Scandinavian 
Alliance Mission in view of their claim upon the city, if that claim still 
exists after. the men have explaineli to the Alliance represfmtative in Sognmoso 
our claim or responsibility ~s established by previous comity meeting (19'8 
and 1945)• 

c. Paper on nopen or Closed Communion?" given by Morek. 

D. Liturgy Committee elected consisting of Ostre.i11 Quanrud, i•iald e and Walla • 
Committee presented order of service for use and study by tht pastors, and 
was authorized to etudy by m.xt Conference the questions of use of gown and 
open and closed communion. 

E. Voted (~imously) to place the Mendenhalla in Chiscae. 
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III. Evangelism (Conttd) 

F. Voted (unanimously) to place the Thoresens in. Socota (Pu·pa). 

G. Voted (unanim!=>Usly) to place the Quanruds in El Cocuy. 

H. Voted (unanimously) to place the Berghs in Bogota until next Conference, 
provided they can obtain their visa. 

I. Voted that Helen Danielson be placed as pariah worker in Soc~ta (?arpa) until 
the Thoreeens arrive and then to be placed in Tunja, and that she be avail~ble 
for occasional visitation campaigns in Socota as· arranged by the pastors of the 
two stations and Danielson.herself. 

J. Voted that Gerardo Wilches be placed in the ?lains to \vork \ofith the Ostrems, 
the exact location of the Wilches to be arranged by Ostrem and Wilch£s where 
feasible and best for the \-lork. 

K. Voted that the Executive Cqmmittec plan the Bible Short Course on the Pla.ine 
and th&t if agreeable with the pcople there, two such short courses be held 
in the year. 

L. Voted that a regional conference be held in El Cocuy commemorating ~e tenth 
anniversary of the· work there and that the pl'?.nning for such a conf(;rence be 
left to the Executive Committee together with the missionaries ,.,orking that 
region. 

~. F~llowing committee appointed by the Superintendent to draw up suggestions for 
\'!Omen's meetings t Helen Danielson (chairman). ,•~rs. Quanrud, l·Irs, Ostrem, L-irs. 
01 son and .Mrs. Fiald e. 

• 
N. Voted that the missi:maries stationed in Bogota be authorized to refer final 

decision to 'Executive Committee before finally choosing the location of station 
in Bogota.· 

IV. Education 

A. Voted that the Institute be located on a temporary basiel 

B. Voted that the Institute be located temporarily in Bogota, . 
c. Voted that Vv'alla serve as Dirc.ctor.of the Institute. 

D. Voted that Joyce Bergh, Joe 'Vhlla, c.nd Olger Quanrud serve ns Educo.tiono.l COltl.
mittee to work together with the Educational Director to sesign te~chers to 
schools, pr"pe.re pl::>ns for educc.tion end Jlssist in any we.y to better our 
sc· ools ~n~ the educational program in our sch~ols. -

E. Voted tnat bec!:.UGe the existing English-spe:::.king schools are not so.tisfs.ctocy, 
we recoi!llllend to the Board the establishment of a school for missionnry children 
in Bogota by _Jul~r or Au&_u&t, 1950; tb"J.t' a t~acher be called for 8 three- ec 
term Dncl hat t, the SC 100 be studied and preseEted to the 

F. Voted tLe.t we recoG:LiJeild. Fanny Jiw~~ez c.s a worthy candidate for the echolarship 
extended by the LSA and that she be oft'erE:d the opportunity of finishing her 
"bachillerato" degree in Tunja. ' 
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IV. Education (Cont 1d) 

G. Voted that the Institute faculty be authorized to place the age of entrance 
into the Institute at 14 but to require four years of primar,y school for 
entrance. 

V. Literature 

A. Voted that the- present Literature Committee continue. 

B. Voted that Johan Bergh, if granted permanent visa (Walla, if visa is not 
granted), serve,~s business maneger for the mission paper. . -

c. Voted that we take up_for consideration the recommendation of the Literature 
Committee as to the Voz Luterana. 

D. Voted that the Literature Committee be authorized to conduct a voting campaign 
for change: of name of the pn.per according. to the folloWio.g procedure 1 Thct 
first choices of Confer~nce: be submitted to nationals whose judgments we respect, 
then in·turn compiled ~nd sent to the congregations for their opinions nnd ad
ditions, returned to the Committee for retabulation, and submitted to mission 
voters for final voting. 

E. Voted that the Literature Committee be authorized to print a booklet of hymns 
to be introduced to our people, this to include the order of service. 

F. Voted that we go ahead with the: preparation and printing of Ostr~o's translation 
of Sverdrup 1s Catechism due to the fact that ·Stump 1s Catechism is already 
translated and that we believe there is need also ~f the question and answer 
type of Catechism. · 

VI. Agriculture 

VII. Medical 

A. Voted that Heerde study the angle of 4 health visitation program; that Valborg 
Torkelson be given opportunity to travel and study the clinics in the Sin~ and 
Choco, and that then together with Mrs. Walla and the Executive Committee 
formulate a possible medical program to be presented at the next Conference. 

V~II. Finance and Property 

A. Voted to authorize the Executive Committee to pay bills presented and disburse 
gift funds on hand. 

B. Voted that in light of the discussion presented below, the Executive Committee 
work out an equalization plan, but which can also include the notional workers 
on the Plains in such e. way thd they can attend. (Discussion r That all travel 
expenses of the missionaries and their family from the Plains to Sogamoso or 
Bogota be paid by the mission, but that the expenses from there to the Conference 
be equalized together With the travel. of the missionar.y and his wife and the 
single worker.) 

0- Voted to approve budgets of stations and Institute as prestnted by Exec. Comm. 
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~ VIII. Finance ang Property (Cont 1d) 

. / 

D. Voted that Ostrem inveetigate the poseibility of buying property in·La Aguada 
and present his recommendations to the Executive Committee. 

E. Voted that Ostrem present to the Executive. Committee as soon as possible a 
plan for travel expense of colporteurs after acquiring all possibl~ information 
and advice from the Bible Society and other missions. 

F. Voted that the following wage scale as preaentkd by the Executive Committee 
be approved : 

Teachers 
'l rlt year 2:n~~ 

Country·· $!.0 & B/R e50 & B/R 

Town or $80; no 
~cs :rd/R 

~90; no 
Board/R 

3rd year 
e66 & B/R 

~100; no 
Board/n 

National Workers 
Single 

Country- $90; no B/R 

Town or 
Plains 

~120; no B/R 

Married 
$1~; no B/R 

~160: no B/R 

I 
Teachen and ·,torkers i:.c:> p_g:£ txa.ul,.ex..cept those on Plains who will receive their 

·t:ravt:l rro~~-SuRautoso or Bogota to La A~uaaa:~ a·iia-v1ce-·versa, twice a yea~; 
baggage ps.:.d from home to Plains and v ~ce versa. 

G. Voted that Morek be authorized to proceed with a contract for the building of 
t~~-wall in Duitama with Parada and to make a stove in the Institute building~ 
the cos~ to be taken out of the rent of the two buildings and funds on hand. 

H. Voted that Qu£.nrud and Olson be nuthorizcd to spend up to $1500 for lawyer's 
fees and to determine whether to keep the property purchased in El Cocuy or 
dispose of it. 

I. Voted to authorize the treasurer to pay the deficits in the budget items. 

J. Voted that Malde and Morek be authorized to-buy the station wagon. 

K. Voted· that Ostrem retain the $200 (pesos) in the furniture fund and ~e it for 
furniture on the Plains. 

L. Voted that we buy an adding machine and/or calculator and that if there are no 
funds to be us.ed for that., it be a project for someone at home. 

M. Voted that we purchase ~he following furniture for three places (1 in Chiecas 
and 2 in Bogota), Chest of drawers• dining room set of tab~e and six chairs; 
study desk. Dining room :furniture io value $150-175 (pesos), chest of drawers, · 
$75-85 (pesos); desk, up to $90 (pesos). - -t-a l'u.rcJI,e~.st:. 741<~ u,6l,.c/,_., /.e&" Ci~el . 
..2 c,_J,;;,eis ~ ... M.o~<lt -kr 'S'3. 65'. · 

IX. Miscellaneous 

A. Voted that Secretary acknowledge letter from China mission (read at Conference) 
with a greeting. Letter from A.P. Symes read. Secretary instructed to 
acknowledge said letter, reBssuring l~. Symes thnt we do not intend to occupy 
Villavicencio and that we wish that missi0n God 1s blessing in occupation of 
that city. 

B. Voted th~t Belva Nerlien replace Virginia Antonsen on the Executive Committee. 
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e IX. Miacellaneojla (Cont 1d) 

c. Voted that furlough be granted to the Olsons and Marcks at mid-year. 

D. ~ that the Morcke be recommended to study journalism and printing, or 
endeavor to prepare themeelv6a as much as possible for the li tt:rature program. 

E. Voted that the Ostrems be granted freight expenses and $200.00 (dollars) a 
year for food. 

F. Voted that the station wagon be placed in Bogota for the present in care of· 
the station head. 

G. Vote~ that we request the contlnuation of 'subsidy for high cost of living, 
and 1f the rate of exchang~ b~comes disadvantageous, that the Board consider a raise in subsidy. 

H. Voted thot the Conference be adjourned. 

Post Conference:· 

Conference authorized Mend;;;nhall and Olsen to audit the books and prove them 
after the Conference. This h:::s been done and the books found to be in order. 

/' 
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1
_!.~leph. l)ost. ~ t~~iscr 

1
Totals per 

'\. ::,up. · ---,.: 'l'e1e • Stet. stPt ion 

socota 150o.oo · 1170.00. 100:00 10.o.o.o ·i-iOO.JOot\ ~"!i:S"D ¢"'; trOI l_~'o \ ~ /ol.. $?J 
:f~ ~ l. ;J.q.:z..so, .,.l},rl ~!J-. ". ~11S_~:oo 2o.oo 5o.oo 365o.oo 

runja 850.00 l I I 1 25.00 200.00\1 J": ~ .\ ID·.., l /J.S• /' .:>9 t . .2-.!./ 
50',..<> I 20.00 1 40.00 ! 50.00 I 11['15 ·'-;0 

R1 Cocuy I 950.00! 600.00 l16~0 .. '{) 100.00 60.00 i 360.00 /f, 'f5 /.)"'. rtJ 1 ..1~-. LH)l ;· f:j-6r;;..!:/' 
· i 2-J1,5ol Jj~O.M; , 'ifid, n;.J,J :J.:[, 6-0 1.s; n; ' b, ~ 75.00 60.00 l 100.00 i ;l.: 4-j'!'~ 

! "') \ ! --- ! i -- . ( i ! f. . • I . I • I 
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Bogota (j ~~oo.oo 1 
.. : I I 

1

11;o.ool. 1oo.oo s. c-o ~"- fHJ l p ... s-ol fot;'.!/·, (1-f) 

/1. Db ~D-C: f \ J 'f-.) a; 20.00 20.00 i 50.00 ! 2740.QO 
·r- ' -- l I 

6 0 e 00 250 e 00 , ~.J.~ 
0 

s, o-c .).$, p-tll • > r •• '-! {, /, ;)._.!;,/ Chisces ;: _ . . ·.b , ... _25:00 2~.00 t 100.00 I . rr; • •· ',~ I 1845.00 __ 
. 2';2.~ btDO I \ ~".Cf I~~ !;, I H I I~.~~ 0 ,:(, ~50.00-Bo~d. ~·~ . ..,. ,. 

Institute 1 gqoo.eo: : i 100 •00 2o.~)o" I 2o.oo 50 •00 ! 4o.oo-coo~ · I ~ 9.J ~,..!> 0 

Total '· l.:~oo.op )288o.oo 
1 

3170 . • 09 .. ; 130o.oo ! 5so.oo ~l~";ooq : ~ r f'.GO,"J , ?@O~'O ~ ~hJ:etic • 11Bb9.oo .. -~-· 
Bal. -~ · ·· ' JM~ ! ' · 1 ' ~]i:;/;.v-o~plies • ]2:r,Y0 
on hand ~·~ : io/6~'.18 i ------- 124.97 -------1 54 62 I 2 :1 D. o \ ~~- 'fcl. <j'-t; 
Am 't ~~9~ ·~ i13oo.oo 455.03 ·. 241o.oo ·35 .• 38 Pf9:sr 1502 .6?'· -- 21682 n- . ota1 · , ... " ... 1 d --, :: '- ~ · ~ : .. ~3. 8'-~~~ !/:.~!() /~tic J,f . • +' ..• Ul. ~-eoos neoc e .·· ~9.111stsf"3~~~0'0 /13,fb, ~6d..SZ>l ,7:;: ... : ~ .77.. . _ .'P:J!I ... •t .. J&c-..'14 ,-"'"' ........... __ .,,_,_, __ , -- ...... ! 

. . ~ . _, . · • __ · • .,..~~ T • .. T ...!!.-- ' · for .S.t..nt i.ons & Inst it vi·f, from home -1 · 1 . JJ"' c.-~0 - ..il.f~ ~o :rP-· •,""W,t ~· · 

' d~ets:~outs1de of Stations and Institute: _ ., .----.,--;:-;,---,-:-·----,--·,;..,-'<"'"· . ...-"--'· ''~, 
Modi cal ;i . ·~. " f, . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . 1000:00- ;;. fOIItK' fl-J .:.M'.dl t /3 r. rr .!1.. ~Sb..:f I .. ' ... 

~ 

Emerge~cY~:t-<·•··~:····:···:························ 200o ... oo-50D,~ -~--f · .,~?~·?,?- Iotal other Buagets ex-
Trave1·-(T~~nsportatlon 1n moving, etc.) •••••••• 2000.00-S"tH>· · .. • . ..L cept for property. 
Vacat~~51 a~d ]'url?ugh ••••••. • ••••••.•.•••••••••• 2000.00- 5o-c:· 11-'0 ~ ~ _ .3 
Supt. T;ravel outs1de of DistJ::ict ••••••••••••••• 300.00- -:f!J, frO v~ ? 
Literat-?rel): Voz Lu·ferana ••••••••••••••••••••• 1000.00- .;2,..-D-trl 16800,00-.-ProJl~rty for Chiscns 

":~; ·~;: Translation, Printing, etc •••••••• ~ooo.oo -i.s'a..c-0 --?-- "\ 
~· ;: ~oo.oo J :tl ;t~ ~ l!. .. .l..tJ ~ _ ;2.. 0 0 • tH) ( U.S v 

-~ying of Jiroperty in Chiscas • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 16800.00 
1 ~ ..--d- · · 

I 
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OFEE 0?. :JLO.SED JOU<1Jl\!IOH 
(Paper ~)resented to Lissionar;;r Jonference, Sa.nta Ana, CUnd.., January, 1949) 

by the Superintendent at our Conference a yea:· ag;o as a renult o:' the leDgthy but 

unfinished discussion of the problem we face as Lutheran cissionaries in respect to 

the ' 1,Jalesbur~ Hule ",or :wore specifically to a rigid adherence to it, especially in 

reference to the Lord 1s Supper, a.r::ong our unorga...nized coDmUnities o::::' unbelievers 

(ma.YJ.y of wholr: are L'Uch influenced by reformed doctrine) and their relation to other 

denominatim'-s. 

':;:'he q_uestio:tl at issue is not whether \'le should firmly u::hold or compror.1ise 

the l~recious scriptural doctrine of the ":~eal Fresence 11 in the Lord 1s SuDper, no :!I!Ol·e 

or not \"ie shoe' :;_a uphold or co::rroiJi se 

not kill "• 0Ltr stan:l ca.YJ. be but one' Obed.ieEce to tlle word of ·J.od. J Our ~roblem is 

a practical one. Eou shall I·Te IGaintain \·Ji tL :'erver.:.t zeal :atie:r:t love .L, • 
Lt[J.l.S rtreat 

··' 

truth ir-: ~t.e adci11istration. of tl-::.e Lord 1s 3v.rper iJ:: ou:r s:.ill unorgar1ized cot1gre[£ations 

e and hOH shall ·rre safeguard its sacredness GVell afte1· OUT believel'S Li;ht be better 

sacredness. S}:all ue l:ractice "oren 11 or "closed." co;u"union'? 

Obviousl~r, "tl-..e easiest coul~se o£' action :'or tile ~-s.s-=.or ·.;o;..l2.d. Je that ;rhich 

I believe is used by the Frdsbyterioms in tl:is country, that of oxten:::.ing t:C.e 

ir.vi tatior. only to r:embers o:' tl1e c on-r,regation, or closed c orclL!union. 3ut to co2e to 

......... ;:~{..-- "· ~· 

the · ractical asr>ect o£' our rroble=, I r;i;ht ask you how, and on •·I!Ja_ t ~-J as;j. s 9,hall I , 
-·1.;.5-L-<.. ~..af/ I 

a ... dz:ti~:ister co:nm..tn.ion in a forr:erly Presbyterian congregation ·<'ihere"~e had 

little or no op_l:.;ortunity to give clear and thoro'..l~h instructio!~ i:t" ·}:is or e.:oy other 

'Jhristi~ G.octrine, and where the prevailing conce:r;t o:' the Lord 1s Sur.pe::- is not 

Lut:,hera....'1 a.YJ.d \'lorse still, where the l'i ves o:' many of the pro:f'essin; evangelicals are 

not a credit to the ~osrel'? ~;~:r:ot 
/' ti ·' ;, ,t ·~ • ·.;:/~1 i~~C~·~ ~~-rJ..;,l.{··',, 
--n.O~t~eEm' a~J.e t6 orga:ni ze the 

include so::::,e uni'lorthy ca~1didates and exclude so:::.e ;·:orthy ones. -il!~·~~said:;;.;{:and 



o~Jen or Closed JoiJ:r;.union 2 

T'c:oresen and I O.iscussed so!Je1·r!1at thorou:;hly the ~)roblem in question and 

fo1J .. nd. t~o.:t \~e ~·!ere botl'l rat11er inclii:ed to try- a ~or::.... o~ ope11 cor:JlLur:.iorl ~.-l}lich 1Iou.ld 

ins-':.ruction. o" the raster, a.J:J.d in tl:e heart and. coLscience of t::-,e cOJ;,}:cunic82-"t. Tb.is 

rut into pr9.ctice i11 a:" Jui t?2.:a by Fast or 

Thoresen and continued by :ue in his absence. Invita~ion ,:las exter:cled to all -.1~10 

recog;n:zed t!-:er;;selves as sirmers and ~'.ckno-:ledc:ed tl1eL· need o: :JiE·::.s: as their 

Saviour a11.d 11ho believed t:2-t unJei bread ~'ld the 

received -.~1'=" Lord Jesus Jln·ist in His :;lorified Body ~>Ld 3lood. 

administe:?:"ed rJontr1ly sx,d undoubtedly ;::roved a 'JlessilJ.:; ever .. thou;;h some of the 

stude11.ts tl:e ::irst ~re.~ is a k::10':m. 

cor:s..uned a":, ou1· altar. 

fa·.th so rav.ci1 e..s tlDOll sir;cere re1~e~:tar:.ce humble 

obedience ;1it~l ~ .. r?-~icll li.e a~~-·- roa~l~es 

cou:r-se, ~~i verl only after ve1·~r clear 

::.cent an.:::. t~1e se:cio.tsness o:" l arta>~ing um:orthily. 

requested to si,;n a carci at tLe entrance cf the c1ca; el. 

(I say, ii:" r:.y o:;inion, 

b6C3.UGe of' be in:; u:1a~ le to :Linci rr;uch di!'ect "'cr·• ' .. ·A··r"") ,..) ....!.... ,_. <.:..J. '-" • 



0'-en or r;losed Corr.rnunion 

Lutheran pastors only and Lutheran altars for lutheran co:m.uunicants onl~"r- is not 

o;-:.ly in f'ull accord vrith, "Jut noces::arily implied in the teachin_:;s o:' the d.ivir.e 

Lut1"1erar.!. 3y savin)" t!1i s v1e do no-t. minimize 
v _J 

-':.he importance and prudence o.:' -':.i1is rule. But the cort:e to this: ~i!ho 

is tr1e best 11Lu-~heran 11 - the reC'ormeO. or Jat1wlic Jeliever or '~eeker ·..::-!0 in hu.Llble 

Luthe:-an 11in good standill<'; 11 Hhom everyone exy;ec"~.s to see at the table? G11.ly God 

can -':le ti1s in::'alible jud;e here. ':'llerefor e Ocl.r pro bleD is Dare coo; lex tl1an at 

t}:J.OU::,.lJ.ta 
-' 

3Ut let us briefly surunarize the advru1ta::;es and d::. sadvanta;es o': either :::'orrn 

o:' adlliittance to the Lore, 1s table. 

~:-,_e ris}r tl~a--- so:::ie hir;ocri te 1·1ho has sLed lilce a :·oose all 
-' 

It l:.2.s ":.,he ds.n;e~r or '. :.lJ..S-

list Qe ti:e 

eve o;:" ;Jod, consts..nt incentives to true repentance and bunger :'or the ;race of God.. 

Tl:1e advantac;es a::-1d t:::1e dangers o~ the o".en comrJUnioYJ a1·e just t:~s reverse 

?or it is 8J1 incen.tive to let tl1e 

~~reaching o:' the :·Jord lra\'1" the lines a:1C. <>or tl':e corllliUY1icar1t to judge h::.s mn1 heart 

to !r,_;,.;an ?rail ty o!· c;in:UL.ess 

I b lieve it }L.: .. s ievc lo~~il-:: 

ec;.:=_r.t ~ Jc~t~-- ~ ~:..r,;_J 

;)/-) 11 



Oren o:c Glosed :Jor:.:Eil.tni on 

holiness G.nd ic~i.Ei te value o:::' 

I ,, 
'T 



:Bogota, 
January 19, 1949 

To the Joint Boards of the UELC and the ELC: 

In the Name~·of Christ, Greetingl 

We have terminated another Conference, full of cooperation on the 
part of' my co .. workers to receive the Word of God, to fellowship in 
Christ, to ponder over .and pray f'or the weighty matters that were 
before us. As this is the last Conference that I shall direct under 
~term, I want to pay tribute to these fellow-workers who'have 
made the transition period in the mission so much easier. Permit 
me also to ei:press my appreciation to you as _a :Board for the good 
spirit of cooperation, the pr~erful interest and backing during 
these almost two and a half years that I have served.! Will continue 
as superlntefldent until the March or APril ~eting of the Exec. 
Comm• and from then on unti1 the next Conference Rev. Ostrem 
will serve as Ac~ing superintendent. I have the confidence that 
he will ~xperience ~he same hearty cooperation as he takes over. 

Let me comment as follows on the minutes of' ·the Conference & Comm: 

III. A· In July I made a trip with Q.uanrua. 1;9 .Arauca and ~inidad 
to determine which of these tvo placesSbould:have consideration in 
the placing·of them, but no B•Qi•t:M investigation of renting or 
buying of' _pr}Jerty being made. When Quanrud went in October he 
discovered that there were no houses to rent, and to buy wO:uld mean 
perhaps 30,000 pesos and more. _On his return,. I suggested that 
he write to~ev. Elof Anderson of the scand; Alliance, in Cucuta, 
to see if .til~ would object to our missionaries liviDg there while 
working Ar11U9& until a house could be obtained. In his answer 
Rev. Ander~n stated that they considered Arauca their field, 
and they had possibilities of occupying it later. We were sur
pri~ed at that because in the comity meetings of the .E. M· o. c. 
in 1:938 and,J.945 which dealt with territory in the Plains, that 
had been .sranted to us and recognized as belonging to us. However, 
since we had· no copy of the one in 1938 at hand and the one in 
1945 listed no representative of their mdssion preEent we realized 
that there might be some possibility of.richt to their claim. 
Rather thun fight over a far off field we took the action of IB· 
And with th&'t in mind and the difficul~ of housing together with 
needs elsewhere on the field, we felt it necessary to take also 
the action of #A. Since the Conference we l".ta.Te discovered that 
he spoke only personally without any authority from their Comm. 
The latter t.s whole heartedly opposed to his view and concedes our 
right to ~auca if we want it, but that if we find it impossible 
to work it they may lJater consi4er doing so~ With the pl~cing 
of a couple on the Plains, Gerardo ~ilches and wife, we are 
considering working Arauca with regular visits to begin with, and 
later locating a missionary there should the visits and the 
posei bili ty '"'Of obtaining property there warrant it. 

III. H. Johan Bergh has been refused a permanent visa, but has a 
month exten~ion on his permit from the police department. In tha~ 
month he may try again in Bogota. or, subject to your approval, 
do as the bee. Comm. unanimously recommends in their January 12th 
meeting. (This case demonstrates the uselessness of accepting 
tourist visas and that the missionaries should be given every 
opportunity of contacting different cGnsuls in the States to try 

.:; ..... -:~r 
-~ 
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to get permanent visas from one of them. 
be cheaper and. easier on the missionary. 

That, in the end, would 

IV. B. In the discussion the dacieion narrowed down to Bogota and 
El Cocuy, as most felt that the putting of the Inst. in Tunja nov 
would mea~ a second •nuitama•. In favor of the El Cocuy placing, 
the station head presented the following factors: 

1. Renting a large house which had been offered us 
there would be considerable cheaper than Bog. 

2. Congregational life is there for the students. 
3. some of the believers there ha.<i asked for it in 

El Cocuy and therefore could be appealed to tc 
support it with their prayers and interest. 

4. Danger of losing them for the farm. 
In favor of Bogota the following thoughts were presented: 

1. Though rent is higher, living costs are about the 
same. 

2. El Cocuy woUld provide little contact with outside 
elil ture. 

3. City young people would aot like to go to El Cocuy. 
4. Much more secure. With the danger of the si tu&&ion 

becoming worse in 1950 wi.th new elections, it ~ 
would be safer for the i~mrediate future to locate 
in El Cocuy. 1\ 

As the minut's reveal the majority vote was for Bogota. 

IV. E· The English-speaking schools in .Bogota are too expensive 
and for the misnionaries have an environment and discipline that 
is not wholesome. We recommend that the teacher be called rather 
than hired as then she will be apt to be more consecrated to her 
Lord and to her task. In 1950 there will be 6 children ready 
for the school, and in 1951 perhaps four or five more. 

IV. F. The LSA has offered to the UELC a scholarship for their 
s. Am. field, so Fanny J"imenez of Tunja, who has been our faith
ful day school teacher for three years, is recommended for that 
in order to complete/ her two years of secondary •bachillerato• 
education. 

IV. G. T}1ere is now a change in our prospective students ... before 
they were older with little education, now they are a younger 
group.with 4 years in our day schools. (\ie need in our planning 
to give se~ious consideration to a secondary school to fill the 
gap in theeducation of our Colombian ehildren, some now finishing 
the primary at 16 - 12 years, and must therefore wait until 14 
to go into the Inet. Thus we loose maqy c~pable children). 

v. c. M&Jiy·have objected to the name "Voz Luterana.• as limiting 
us in our;evar..gelism among the Catholics and among other evangel
ical groupe who would like to use it as a medium of evangelism. 

J 

V. E. Th;s will include some 40 .. 50 hymns, thus introducing tLem 
to our(:eople and making it an experiment for a larger hymnal. 
There 5s a dearth of sacrament & festival hymns in other books. 

V • F. i ince we will not have tc print stump's and since the 
Celm':/s)a. had once decided to print Ostrem's transbt.ion and since 
it h,1is\ been used with success in the dc:.~v school on the Plains, 
the:iefore, the decision. , · ~ 
~~/,~ ~ ~ ~A•M-~-1~-~-- .... ~-
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gram for the mission and we did not diseuse one for the 
following reasons: 

1. The change of Inst. location makes planning difficult. 
2. It is too much to take on at the same time as trying 

to start a medical program. 
s. It needs more observation on the part of our rural 

missionaries to see what is :most needed and beneficial. 

VII. A· Since Heerde had express-ed her interest in a heaJ.th vlsi ta
t ion program, that is. with Bible Studies iDd HYgiene in the home 
and in groups, she will study the possibilities of such a program. 
Torkelson will observe during vacations and after finishing school 
the work of the Pres. in the Sinu and ~he Mennonites in the Choco, 
both of them much like our ~lains area, then will visit the La 
AgUada area and with the others plan some type of program. 

VIII. A· Billei are listed in the Exec. Comm. minutes &!•d. the 
gifts in the Station financial reports. 

B. This is for the. JulY regional Conference. 
c. The large increase in the budget, due to: 

1. Change· of the Inst., may mean 9,000 pesos a year 
in rent alone, although present indications are 
a bit less. 1,000 of that will be cut of~ by 
the rent received from the Inst. building in Duitama. 

2. Opening Chiecas, possible opening of Bogota, and 
the stationing of a family in Parpa. The house 
there will need considerable improvement if' it 
is to be used. 

a. lDncreased salaries of teachers and Nat• Workers. 
see VIII/ F. we have lagged behind. anci lost 
workers. we have also to allow,according to 
law, for Cesantia, that is,a worker can claim 
one month's salary for each year of work. 

4. Budgetted items, medical, etc., which before were 
net on the budget as we had to have some know
ledge first of what such would cost us in a 
normal year. 

VIII. G. This ~all is on the open lot and whjch the city has 
declared must be set in and a sidewalk built. 

H. The law suits against the buying of that property in 
El Cocuy by the.forrner owner have both been completed 
vi th him losing both. The lawyer now has the property 
in hie name and since no set sum was agreed upon for 
hie E.erv1ces, other tha.n a piece of the property which 
he now does not want, he can ask ~uch or little. we 
can do tkD~~ things: 

1. P~ his fee and keep the property, or trade. 
2. Let him sell it, returning%± to us that which 

we have invested in it. 
The house is mostly roof and will need to be built all 
over again. The place is emall, but the site is ideal. 
If it could be taaded for a larger place it would be 
better. 

J. When the station wagon was priced the other day, the Ford 
was nO:w found to coet 10,000 pesos, 1,~00 dollars more 
than what was sent out to us. There is a missionary 
that may sell their station wagon so we may take that 

L. With the llealia.che that the treasarer now has with changes 



li4 
tvfjl. 

r~er constant in the exchange andAthe increase in budget, etc., 
we feel that it would save days of his time if an adding machine 
with calculator were furniShed him. We had to work into vacation 
days to get the books balanced this time. They should be bought her~~-

IX. B. This election is for s three yeer term. 
D. I ha:ve noted that Merck has shown much interest in Literature 

work. At his request, and ~ recommendation, he vas 
recimmen~ed for such :sblJ'.while also studying for his 
B. A. This ie with the understanding, of course, that 
the Job of JI'Qr«Jd"t Director of Literature will not be 
a full-time job, but vi th a pastorate or other work. 

E. During the pa.st year the Ostrems have suffered f'Dom lack 
of a varied diet. To buy canned vegetables to make up 
that lack is mere than they can afford. Therefore, we 
must subsidize the missionaries on the Plains somewhat. 
The amount is only a trial sum to see if it is sufficient, 
or should be more or !!hould be less. 

G.· It will be impossible for any of us to make both ends meet 
without the subsidy. Colombian foods and clothes are 
risil'lg and with rigicl control of imports and such_, things 
are_becomir~ very costly. Crea.'!l of Wheat, so necessary 
for small children, was 1.65 '- n!onthsago, and now with 
no rice in exchange,it costs 2.20. 

Exec. Comm., Jan. 4,5. 
The gift of $130 pesos for a child has been kept for a time 

for such a child. However, conscious of the danger ve 
are in here of favcritUnn and jealousy, we felt that it 
was better to use it for such things if the donors approve. 

Ostrem's mule • there are some 450 pesos on hand yet for a 
~ule. the balarlce can ~e gotten in a special gift if 
pecessw-·y. 
! 

With sincere greetings to all, 

l 
ij 

I i 
I I 

I 

I 
I 

In Christ, 

tJ ~./. If ".:;A• j !if, ,.__ I_/'-· . 

superintendent 
/ 



Aparta do 16~, 
Bogota, Colo~ia, 
November 25, 1948. 

• The Missions Working in Bo7c1c~ and Cundilla.I!Brca: 

Qln June s, 1946 a meeting vas held between the missions especially working in Bo7c1cl! and 
Casanre to arrange territorial boundaries vii th the object of working on cooperation. Resolu
tions were lll3.de and the minutes sent to each mission. According to the minutes, it stated 
that I should call a meeting for the roonth of June of the year 1946. I vrrote to tm Secretary 
on the 5>th of July 1946 and suggested tbat he· call a rooeting. He answered stating tbat he, 
was leaving the country the following roonth and referred the !IB.tter to me. We are now in 
November of 1948 and no meting has been held nor have I called the said meeting as I have 
not seen any necessity for the S3.Il1Bo Should any of you feel that we should have another get
togethe r in fugotl! I 1.\i.ll be glad to hear from you and I v1ill seek to comply ttith your ·wishes. 

There is one lll3.tter I wi1\h to bring before you, as I have heard some rlli!lOurs that some of you 
have been talking about opening work in Villavicencio, the capitol of The Iv:reta. Before doing 
such I would ask you to please consider our claim to Villavicencio and seek to cooperate with 
us sa we seek to 1~rk that region. We do not think that the only way a to1m is occupied is 
by having a resident ·worker there, and we believe that we are occupying Villavicencio and 
world ng it. On the carretera that goes from Begot~ to Villavicencio an hour arui a half this 
side, we have three congregations and people from these congregations continually visit 
Villavicencio and work there • In t~ region of Acae!as we have a congregation in Gualll3.1, a 
group in Arenal vlhich is close to the penal settlement, a ~roup in Cane Hondo close to 
Acacias, and interested people in San lvfu.rt!n. We have an ordained elder who does evangelistic 
work resident close to Acacias, and we have an open door in Puerto Lopez where we direct 
meetings. Many people choose a central tol'm and v.ork out to a region around about it. We are 
working the opposite in relation to Villavicencio and we are working from the region around 
about into it, and w·ith the interest we have in Villavicencio ·with families and visits, we 

A>ld that we are occupying it just as nnch as if we had a resident worker there. We e:z;pect 
~s soon as possible to put a resident worker there and would ask you to please recognize our 

claim to that city, because you vJill realize that if one of you started a work in Villavicencio 
you would go right into the center of a region we are working very well, as Villavicencio 
itself is not a very large town. 

Vli th sincere greetings to you and seeking alv;ays to cooperate in fellowship and cooperation, 

Yours since rely, 

.A. P. Symes. 

• 



l<U-. A.P. :1ymes 
Ape.rtado 164 3 
Bo~ota, Colombia 

Dear Mr. Symes: 

Carrera 22, No. 6,_84 
Bo.~ota, GoloDflie. 
January 22, 1949 

Jra.ce an4 peace in Christ Jesuel 

I wish he!"eby to acknowledge your kind letter of l\ovember 25, 1948, 
direoted to the missions working in 3oyaea ~d Oundinamarca. Said 
let ~er was read at our annual business conference the beginning 
of' this month. ·,;e noted its contente and your re.ference to Villa
vicencio. I, as secretary, was instructed to answer your letter 
reassuriilg you that we had no intentions of opening work in 
Villav~cencio, and to express the desire of our Conference tiat 
'}od may richly bless your work in that section to the salvation 
of many precious souls. 

3incerely, your co-worker in jhriat 

Arnf'eld c. i·~orck, 
Secret.ary 



Dear Johan, 

Garrera 22, No. 6,;-84 
Bosota,- colombia 
Februar,y 5, 1949 

So glad to receive you:r telegram last night even if it threw me into a quandry 
ae to what I sh:>uld do. ?i.rst, because I do not have a thousand pesos in the 
bank here, and Roy had already gone to Tunja; second, it is di~ficult and I 
think impogsible under the new arrangement to aend money out of' the country, 
and even if' yoo. could, you would have to take a tremendous loss on the exchange 
and ray the charges, eo I sent you the telegram as f'ollowss 

IF VISA SURE illiTI :AUTH(JRITI.ES~ E'ERMLT~.JWW.TG....DEPOSlf:-HERE 
I.NS1'RUOT OELl•IOSA TUNJ~ OT:r!ER:'iiSE R:!:QUEST ::ruNOO 
MIN:~ EAPOLIS. 

I gather from ywr telegram that the Consul nust be will:i,ng to issue your 
visa without consulting Bo5ota but that your deposit must be secured before 
you can ~oard the -rlane. This was the case with the man whom the fentecoetals 
brought in to direct their school in Sogamoso. Epler had to make a deposit 
here in care of' Grace Lines before he could get on their boat in the States. 
Therefore, I believe you can arran;e with the Jonsul, or whoever is making 
the den::and, t.~at the deposit be made right here in Jolombia (I don't know 
if' it would be Avi~ca handling yours, or who). It will mean a trip to Bogota 
for Hoy and a day or two more delay for you, but I do not see any other way 
out. If' the money has to be had in fanama., then I su~gest getting it f'rom 
}IJ.nneapolis f'or the reason explained al:love. 

We continue in prayer that you may soon be with us again. Greetings in Him 
to you both from us all. 

Yours in Christ 

.Arnf'eld 



BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL. EXECUTIVESECRETARY 

.425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA ~TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 ~ CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocuy 
.Bogota 

Dear Harold, 

Feb. 19, 1949 

This is just a preliminary letter. More will be coming ~er when we have a 
chance to edit and go over the minutes so we can give full report of the 
actions of the Joint .Board that had its meeting on Feb. 16. These have been 
busy days. Much work on China, as you ma;r well imagine. Annual reports and 
surveys of finances and work. Many other snecial items. The .Board worked 
hard, which meant that I had long days. .Began as early as ?:30 in the 
morning and closed as la*e as 11:45 at night. 

Am glad that work is to be started in Chiscas. I cabled you today as follows: 
"Mendenhall purchase anproved". The rules of the board are that no purchase 
is auproved except detailed information can be suuolied both as to building , 
a survey of conditions and need, cost. etc. Realizing that such information 
might cause delay that would hamper your actions in securing property the 
figure included in the budget for purchase of property in Chiscas was auproved. 
This is with the hopes that detailed information can be sent home so that it 
can be presented at least to a few of the board members that are in the vicinity 
of the Twin Cities. The purchase with price indicated is generally anproved, 
so that much is left to your judgment. On the othAr hand, it is much better for 
all concerned that the regulations concerning nurchase of pro~erty can be 
fulfilled • as much as possible if the delay entailed will not cause undue 
inconvenience, even if generally approved in advance. 

The .Board has raised the salaries of the missionaries some for the coming year. 
This new schedule--which is a cost-of-living provision on account of the high 
prices, will be sent you when the survey letter of board action is sent. I 
will try to get that off to you on Monday or one of the first days next week. 

In reference to Lee, I have sent all the necessary paners to Reifs~vder. We 
can do nothing from this end as long as the napers are with him, but we will 
just have to wait till we hear from him, either concerning results to his 
efforts, or a recommendation that we try a new method. 

Am sorry that Juanita Montoya is leaving our mission. I hone that we will soon 
have another fine young man to take his place as a worker for our mission. 

Sincere greetings, 

Please continue to send articles for our Church perio 
All articles are to be sent to me--as also the films 

MISSimf.ARY. 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recordinc;~ Secretari' 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Dr. J. R. lavik Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 

Dr. E. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
Mr. p, M. Onstad Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 



Colombia 

The Rev. and Mrs. Johan Bergh are back in Medel
lin, in Colombia, to resume their language study 
after a brief trip to Panama. Their trip to Panama 
was made necessary for securing visa for perma
nent residence in the country of Colombia. This visa 
has been received and Pastor Bergh writes as fol
lows in a recent letter: 

"Both Anita and I are very happy and thankful 
that we have been granted a visa to stay and carry 
out the work for which we have been called. It 
seemed so uncertain and discouraging for a while 
that it is hard to believe that the visa came as easily 
as it did in Panama. It is just another evidence that 
our Lord works in mysterious and wonderful ways 
even when met by the barriers of men and nations 
which seem so formidable to us. 

"While in Pmama I had an opportunity to· sp~ak 
to a Lutheran congregation and found to my sur
prise that they, although living right down here, 
were very much interested in the little things we 

· told them." 

In a letter from the Rev. Harold Olson dated 
February 11 we received . the information that he 
and the Rev. Theodore Mendenhall had just com
pleted the second Bible camp in the Carrizal chapel. 
They reported a packed chapel for the three ses
sions on Sunday and a good group remaining for 
the two following days of Bible study. 

273 



____ Ev,~~·gelical l\!lissions Officers' Council __ _ 
\ A d A. l14l filedellin, Colombia. ~jamin H. fe~mn. Sec. - Ireas., Apdo. Nal. 364, p o. ew; • 

\l.~. ···---

Rev. Harold L. Olson 
El Cucuy, Boyaca 

Dear Revetend ~lson: 

AJ)rll 19, 1949 

Followinc ., ftttaa hem tbe Ua1te4 St,at.u at tile Hill ot ~~ 191.8, ln. 
o ••• J.caa~... ~ ot. , ..... Uc&l Mlatcma otftoatcl• C.UCU, bepa 
a ~.,_.-•1d.tll •.a4 tae otrleen or the a.w.o.o. YJa!a tlaallr reell.te4 
ill ida ~\iac • writ1q the 1'oUmdq ot. Felmla17 ) 1 194.9, •Ilaarewitll teader 
• nupat.t• •• ,.,._e16mt ot t.be Ltt.o.c. &4 appoild. BNtller B. a. PearMa \o 
..,...t4le u\11 t.he •Ria& ot t.ae l.lf.o.c. ill 19SQ. I • ·~~ to leave oa 
hrloqh the latter pan ot 1ae .- with •• t-ripe to aa1r.e ek. • T» -.t.Juta 
ot t.M beaative 11M te&al Atta.tr.• Cometttee nnally acceded \o t.ld.a. 

lrotber Lucelota &lao wrote, "Siac• the rea!&net»A ot lrot• hlteay4er we 
Ita• had •· Lecal. Affairs Cba:rimaa an4 it llu beea 11')8\ dUttctll.t ter • to 
.appoi.Jt. a.t..a.r ill bia at...t, alre~ clue to 117 .bab1Ut.tr te a• te JoPt.i 
to t.tt..ncl tile ••• ... ~taay, I •• aitN, will npoet tide Wlll.-etH reaipatia 
11idcll left the ·work of' Ute I.M.o.c. aer.l.oul7 llan&appecl. 1 do mt kAow tile 
tate of tile accept.ance er his recipat iCIIl. 

IUleh ooa•ideration ••• gtv.,n to those who ld.pt be aruUble to flll thils 
vacaao;y. 0a Feb. 16th, 1949 1a recant to a possible aucoenar ot Mr. Beitll\11kr, 
Brother I..ar&pl.o!t wrote to me, "hcardinc llra.r..c.e I laave ttaat te 1• to appoiftt 
aar (u cllaiftltUl ot the Legal Attairat.Ooadttee}". lly' repl.T oa .Feb. 2l. wu, 
"I• uoord ri.t.b ,.our letter of Fobruar.r 16th, I hue wrltt• t.o4q appo1at1rc 
JQos. U.e aa ehalra• of ~· Le&al AtlaJra Collllitte-4. This apre-aaea the deaire 
ot BN'Ut.er 11aab\lra and Brot.ller Ilobert Crosby as they •t wfill • bere. Also 
year wri.ttea su"eation, au I ila.Ye been Wor.med that. JJvthtr Gem.ld Stucky 
1a also of the ._. opWon." 

!Irs. Lowe will be flt.td to aene at:ey' llll!llbers or your lldaaiOR 1A seeur!..Ag re-eetry 
p.-.1~ 01' iA other lecal attdl"B,J preHI& t.blt a&t.ter or aect11"1D,; el'&!'lllletl perdta 
tor MW Jd.uioaari.ea, or cl.:n Wor•t1oa eeaeen.illc theee aatten. h fi'H to 
write cU.reotJ.,. to her a.a yol.l ay deere aer aerdcea. 

4• ·vrs. Lone does not. ha'fe a J)l"ivate 1.naoate upon lllhicdt to depead it has be• 
aqgeste4 that 1ft •tt+ra or impol"taaee, we could eoaai d8r ,.._.,.auoa to her 
an the baaa of •at our rounti-trip &irpl.ane f'!re t.o no,.ct.l ww.lA be or •-thin& 

. . . , -' ,:;,.,....._. 

Asse:d.iies of God Mission 
Calvary .P.oliness Churdl !V'J.ission 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Churth of the Foursquare Gcspcl 

Colombia Evangelical Luther<n Latin An:ericau v:issior. 
I<iission biccnonit~ Missioc 

Curnb;:riaLd Presbyterian Il1ission Oren Bib:e St;u;dard illission 
lLteramnican f.~is;ionary Sccit:ty fresbyterian 1\iissicn 

i!:dted I:ibie Agencies 

Scandina\•ian Alliance fllissicn 
Sc·uth Amerioan Indian l'll!ssion 
United Go:.pel Tabernacies 
Wcs!eyan Mdl:cdist l'llis;kn 



or t!Ua sort. We are tbu saved ov lose of U• tor tile t.rlp _Uti all 
iMUutal a;peuea, hotels, etc. plu the poaalbllit1 ot l11D1e we wutt 
t.o ••• are wq a4 ov tiae ancl liOUT .... beea .lost.. A• rep!'de Mn. Lne, 
etten aoasi4erable ti• ..t. be gS.ftil tor uld.q aa4 k"Pin& oataota, aa4 
t.epinc w ... ct &a w lltlw beat \o eerw 1a UU.. oapacit.7. I • eve that 
tv alaor, IIIDJ"e rOutine 1t..a, eao .. ot - will " cla~ to naurate 
Jlra~ Z...e t.- time apeat, aali •• u.espreaaiM .r ov appredatiea et haYillc 
_... t.re availabl• to aen. the cdSe ot a1niou 1n tl\!a wq. Periaapa 7ft 
w1U ._.,....Uoaa, either to ~r or to u, _. we will be &1M to af.w .os-e 
apl.ic!.t. iatOJaticm •• .M7 be "qu8t;e4 b7 ,... · 

Jfq we F&7' to.,.- •• .,...,_~"' t.ltat Gocl'a protecUaa care fftiiT w preri.4a\Wl7 
aait•ned tovar4a e&U JliaaiOD aad eaoa m1ss1GD&l7, u4 tllat. t.iuoualt t.lae 
J.ea&t.~a· and ·b:rea& ot Colcahia real revival •7 prerul. 

1fitk lda4eat peracmal &t"eet.inp. 

B. H. P'earaoa 



Jhe Colombia 5vange/ica/ .fuferan cJ'({fssion of South, c/{merica 

l _ .. . : ,, 0 "· ;-- .. DIR~f:C10t:fJE~EG!fAF(CA~ ·_CELA19SA".rJ ~ 't l ~ ,. ._ 
1 

·' - Copy ofMr. Mcn~·dk's r~lj'to M'r~ 1!Ullerfs letter'in l'lhich Muller''asks ·re 
accepta.riee irito ~ ~bl-'the Luthel'"8I_1 Missleri. "''rh:fs 'letter watf :Written afte'r .. the~-· 
--EXec~ 'Ccim:n'ittee meeting :til April: ~· · · ·· - ·Y , 

-~ ~' ~ C"': :··.' ~- r-r (;~· :·· .-·. ~ :' ., .. , \" .. • ~ 

; -7, 
-i .: . 

. -; ,< ·• 

ear-rera c22, 'cttQ•·· 63~4 
, ::-BogotA;- . ColOl:llb.ia-, -
~ 4; ol949")-• ··: · 

._,. . . 

·•, • .. ';' 

Thank you for ;pur kind letter of April 25 which reachad us while the Executive Con:md.ttee 
was in. sess!on:11tit ~ a pleasure(" to Iaake your acqua.intaz1ce lliie1nyw' W6re ~re durin;; 
1-ioly Et!ek~ ]:!..on-l,.y:·regret that ·1 was· absent so milch and t-here ll<iS7S:o ~.;tt+~ _ti.Ius :!or 
fellowsr.dp and exchange of ic!eas. , . ::o 

Your letter liaS giv~ d.ue consideration by, t,4~, C~.r:d.t~ee a.'l.d 
~ -~- ~ -·"··~.--'-"·''·-··.:.,·_ . taken: 

~ quote he~e the actiou 

nvoted that official cont4G,t be raaC.e wi.th.th;:; Cu=.berl;:;nd. Ircsbyteria..-:s £()r th~ reL:ass 
of H9i-mann ]',l·uller Yiho has requested er:.ti:"2rtce into oc:r ctssion by letter of the ''2)· of 
April, 1949; that we take him on as a worker, also to study part-time, and then if ths 
3oard apprcves, that he be given ::m opportunity tc study in the u. ::,. 1:dtr: the possi
bility of returning with the status of a missionarJ to v.-ork <iillang the Ger:ru.CJ.'. Luthel'a.,'1S 
and Colombi.?..ns. n 

You 'Will realize t~1at from understa..·1dings of comity between missions, this cannot b3 
considered <m of'.fer to you until yc:ir re:i.ease r..as been arranged with the GumLerla.TJ.d 
Fresbyterian 1:ission. :i am, therefore, enclcsing a. copy oi' my lettE!r to ;;j;'. lJew:na.'1 
which the Comrnittee instn1cte.i me to -,,rite, 'ioa ¥.il::.. also :1ot.e o·Jr suggest::..on that ws 
are unable to offer you a dai'ini t,e pl'om:ise of fm";:.~1er study at a seminary :mtil th,3ot 
has been approved. oy ou.r Joard, hut t~lat preliwcr::'~"'Y stuvi3S such as, pe·,:.::-...aps, l:c:rth<Jra:l 
dogmatics 1 and other ot.he:r subjc::ct.s tl.iat ·w-e. mg!d: .. arrang.:::, could '.Jc taken U.'1der on~S oi' 
o;.lr men iL 5ogot.a while you wcj_-k here. ·::e also felt that if the Board sh,:uld approv·:> 
your going ·(.o the 3tates soon to study, it would pBrhaps not be thiS most advisable tc 
to start too strong ~ progrc>JT, ·~J(t tr:t~ :.Jer"lal.i. :fl<:::O~•l-2 ;:cw, ouL r·s.tr"''"r Wait -~nti:i. your 
:r~turne four first. assignment. 'C'ou.l-.1 then be nelping v;ith t:'e ::=.pnntsh wcrh nh:Lle you 
la.id the foundations for later .:J.nd mere large-scale work cill1or.g the Ge.,.:nans. 

The Commi ttce was of the ~mani;nous opi::1.ion that it w~u.ld be more fort1.mate for yoc; t.o 
be affiliated '7'li th o·c1r ms3ion rather than. vd. th -;:,Lc; d<\.lrch ci' ::.rc~·many, si:1ce that 
would w"1ify the work as a whole so rr:uch more. :;:.: , fer exam.plE, a pastor sh:;uld i'oll.ow 
yo~1 in the charge Ibn iiogoM. afterd~~~~:r¥fiiirs who did. not h::~ve the r:;issionary mnpL~sis 
or vieY;point, an appearance of two· ~.uthsran churches could reSi..tlt. 

~> ct -.5 ~:.nr; po2s~_~)]_y· r:-~.:.__.--._jr·.:.~-~1- o~~ "t.Lc :3t:._;_cus c.'!· ~""i_'::sj_c;:-t;_3.r=.:r·, ~.~~~;·; r:-~·;_:~tt.. st.-~ll ._ .. 
4?-x:pr.-~ctt"=;c: t,_: d ~: :~~panlsh -.~.tc·rk as ·sc; 1.:. !:,;-!:_·! ·~-:: _f·l ·)rts c-: ·::i1;:"' ,~:~ .. n~r-c: _ ir~ 1 ... ~3. t,il: 1~~~.--~~t ~:.1 
'"ic:_v(:.; ~--·:~us :L·a--- en d·i·rr::ctl,.:c~ <:-nt·~_Y·Gl:~=- ~--~ rn·ir:_ist-~:T'i·~~~ ~.c. ~> .. ~ ~1J.t-:_.:;r~als, :.:.r:J.~. : ?2L r.:.ct 
e~ti r.- ~~:v- s~.l ~"e t ,;~ ~. t}-1-2"'"' a··----- -..··r~;-:_._·:=I to s ;J(..·!1So---- Ci ~T.i s s -~_,J:laf'}7'" "'NLo \vould ,Nork fi~lJ ..... ~.:L;Ee 
a...:iOllf-~ ct i'orei.~ colo11y. '1'--.is, !-,o1~e·\--·"Y", is ray .. o-w~ ·:-pi11ion, :~Ln.cl i~ reraai::-18 1>~: ··e E-:~l:jL 
,.,~ia~ tJ:r~ ~-=-Joa--... ci f'loulci sc:.y~ t0 ;_: ~c:: a_ :~~·Y·~pos·i.tion.'@ 
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I again repeat thAt ·j~~·'-'c~h\?ot.··J~6·ri~'1i\f'J\§:fij?<6r this as a promise 
or an affer until;you~.rele8se has been eecure&.f,r,.om the Cumberland 
Presbyterians. :.Perh~ps you ,hRVe .alre~a.Y· written .. §h~1n-~-r.egfl,r~1~.:YPur 
approach to us. I do not remember ex,ctly :'.1hen ,y:o,~-. :Qa~a Y<HJ.r.-carr~nge
ment with them would terminate. I think I hqve m"de it clear th~t we 
a.s a missionary 'conference ~n the field hqve the authority only to 
offer you the empl'Oymeqt on the stRtum at a worker ~mill that the stuiy 
in the north and recegl'lit1ori as a missionary are metters of the home 
Bo9r&. N~tur~.lly, 1f our pr 1ib1rn1n~ry arr~mgeme nt 2 here w.hlle you wor\t 
and study with us 1s s~.tisfactory, our recomrnen4ations ~.ill '!j.B.r-cr-lf/_ 
weight with the Boara and our time together here woul0 'also· gtvtt' us··. 
an opportunity to be coma acquainteu. 'lie mis~ionsr1e s in Bog·o~··h~ve 
been authoril.ec by the Conrnittee to mAke finr>nciql qrr~nge~ents<-w1..th 
you if and when your a.rr~ngernent with the Cumberl~nd i!ll term-inated. 

'i~~ ~ :.. - ,:::; ~ - -- ;._ !::""-: ~ -· --~ .. ..-.,. .-...::-: ··~ 

"11e hope to· he!lfr;~.tru~ you • .so~n ·nnd would l-i.k~ >'li~o :t-o:- tlgke. ;·tl!~.:.F::: 
-~~cqu8.1otRnce --or- your. ,w·ire. ::_:Could you· not bring heT :on y.o.ur ne-x-t 
visit to Bogota? . . . . __ . :-

S1ncet;ely yours in Christ~ 

Enclosure_ 
,_ .' 
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Dt!ar' Brot1"~el" Lal1f~i!loh; 

Ns.tion~.ll3nt in thi3 c~niAu•y fl;J~ l"t!'ache4i sue h '1n intemd.ty :that H, t~ s chan~eti : . . 
< ' •• ·,, -··.t';·"t: :· 

lives, instit.utions, anc thr~11t~en~ft t.o rt.!>lmil;a ctll" l'iorl•o >om.eone ha~ ~ai.t,· ·\ 
the only int~rnatjonali~ms that li"'in'! at.r·or,_~:ly t.Ot1.t!y are t.h~ewhich can make'' 
natiauuism serve ua s t>wr( purpos~~~.. ;·:;'~", .. 

"Je.who ar~ r.rl.s8ionarll".l undoubtedly b.ave oa.ny tim.es mtl!ci thla .. pheno~na. ot i~ r~~::· 
our .<J.~t;e., ~e chr~n~ir.~ po:sition of the _mi!lsionary si.m-l' tht: clmsr. of th~ 19th ;. "':'~~ 
century to our d~w ln i~hina ill11st-ratea what. T am rei'erri.n~ to¢. Closet' heme>. 
we fin&. Mexico s.fter 75 year3 or misl!liorlF"t!"Y effort, -~xd~inr, all nrl.as.1.Ql11,lrl_e~.: 
fr()mher terr:i.to::-y., Hto:re and thert! 3 i.t is trae .~- a missionttry h"is continue«;'.::;) .. ; •< • 
but'the lll"is~iona:ry ~nt?rrrize ~s a part of tht• life of Mexico Ct":-"l,sed -me!_ the c 

church took over. ·'rhi3 was done !lC.t b~c!!lu::se mi.s:siomries d~sire'ii lt, but > 
bf"caUse nationalism in it 9 S parti ct4,ar fO':.'m, in a partiCUlar. cr.i.1iS ~ brou~ht._;. ,; : 
.:tbout L.'lr~ely, 11~ understand; by tht- pr~t.~ntion3 of th~ c~:tholic .clergy_;'r~&iltea[ 
in expelli~ and ke~pi~ the missiomry enterprize to c~ l.!iJ:'~e exteo . .nt., out o_f r:i~xi.e~, 

Hf'!r~ in Colombia w~ neee not. be su1pris·~cl if nationalism, in it's own neC\ui.ar 
for.'D, should express jtselft e.nti lf not now, ultimately, impi.n!;e upon the ·missionary 
.. nterprizf! ne carriec on here., A l'H!~k t..o ten days :uro, I rf!'cP.ilfcd a nDst urt,;ent. 
letter callinf; ~ttention to t~ fact thlt P.pp~ls which some mi.sa-i.om~ ami mission-· 
aries h<ici mst- tc J.~:ci. C!";n auUwrlU ~ s s-eek in.~. pro U,cdon in this trrubled ti.rne, 
throur,h which ~v~ryonf" :is l:lvinr, in Golombi!l.1 ·had rt-sulted mo.:;t ~uiive:r~ly, in th~ 
!.iini stry of ~,..lacion~s -::;-.xtetio!"t"$!' ~nd t:·.~ Colorabian authorlt:l~ s in r.eneral., ! 
was w~trr,ec tiwt the iian~f'!' to. the missiornry cau~ W-'ls v~ry ";r"t'<Jt, that t.lt~re were 
ttlnemi.e3 who w~r~ seC'lkin .. ~ to ut.P" it to e:xc1n<ie t.h~ ~ntranc~ of any n~ mi~sionarif!s> 
and would u.se it ir! {':V.-:ry wg_y f'Of-SibJ.e t.:) h.<{I"!T! the t~ll~eionarv caum>~ 

Today I h:tv~ rec:~hr~~ ~ lett~r from rt~Vo t'h"!l'Old 1tucky, h1own and ~·sp~cted 0'' 
all in the mJ.ssic!1~ of ~0lc.mbi'-1. R.t-ferl.~::iog to 0\ ct'!r-ta:in ~dtu.;.tion which I l~ve 
.omonymO<.>.~) he!' wr:i~e:~ 13s follows: 11It is tr~9c th~t th"' !lf'f.=dr wmt 
throu~ the Fni>;;.ssy .'Htd thus to th~ for~i~n !t5.nist:r:y ,, l b;;.j_T~;· th."it it was th::~ 
wr.cn.~ thir~ to do. I think that we ~honJ.::i 1!)pt-.al to t.h~ 'ldssi<.,"'ls in Gol(mbia to 
~ willi1~ to surf~r· fof" the c.H.i.::'~ of '":hri3t H n~ cl be 1 and nr.;t to app~:U to tht~ 
"F.mln:ssy or to the t...:olombi an aut liD!" Ui~~ fo~ .· ai.d~ Our i'aith ~1n~ conf:l~enee must 
b~ in O'Jr Go~. '!h~ !~olcmbi:m f'..ow·r:nm~nt doesn't mn.t us snyw:"iy ~ an::! tre ~mb&ss;r 
isnft v~ry sure tm~-. it does eith.r·r- ar.ci by cur :-evt"'~lin~ to thflm t..l-at we are . 
the- cause cf incr-e::\s~d un~.~:<.:int!.!!IS in thi'J. country, i.t ~ obv:iou~ t.'Htt. trey wlll 
conclude th-1.t the be.'ilt fQl' <ill cotr::Ernf,t<J is t.hat -..~e ~~.11 leave.," 

All t.h~t I M\'e bc-a:1 e hle to l•:!arn comomittg the pl·e~ent. ~5.ttat :ion hear-d out 
in fnll Brother ~tucky~ s feel:in,~s <en cernin~ this ill"!J. tt.er.. He ad !'is later in his 
l•1ttel", ~rEven frcm G·'l~hipa:r;, i1, is etuty to ;g~ that t.hc 3~tus:t~ion in :!:k·",Oti fu:r
missiomr:..e~ at pr~e<;n~, i~ not ~ooti - hnm'irily :>DffikinP:"d 

Brothf!r '~tL'Cky al~.o b-;:·:\nr;:.s: the folh•wi.nr to rur attentim ~~t-at:. ia trr~ c;::.:!'e of a 
mi::m:lcnr.u--;.r nur-se (es:i:~:t)l!_. tc:> retu:tn to the )t,~te::s, 3he w.3·; r.eTmi-:.teq to ta~ l~sc}: 



,. 

i ··-··,"·",.' 
only if she eame nbt a~ a missi.om'lr;V', but as :} nur~e. "!'he 1nform::ttion seht to 
the Chica,;o Consul w~s, · expres3ly thnt :if shE! chruH:eti h~r occup~tion from t.hot of 
a nurse,- she ¥~as not to he s,.iven a vi Ms '\nd th,t) jf 3he rnade such a ch:1.n~ after 
cmmin~ here, she must leave the country im'lF;ditltely. In other .words, sne h"ls to 
do m•ofessional nurain~ OP~Y, and keep out of rn.i.ss:i OMl'V ·wor}; or leave '":Qlombia. 

Brother Jtucky RQds, "I am quiw sure th;,t h~ft soo been only a missionary her·. 
return oettmit wcul• h.~ve been deilieti .. 11 I will be ~laill to h.ea:r from any others 
that :ray have been denied a return permit, or concernin~ retlirn pe:-mits that 
havin~ been -~ranteti have later been 1;ancelleci~ I have no other inrormat~on 
concerninP, this~ hxt in the case ~lltldes to by Brother <:)tucJ<y .. 

ln viEW of the fore~oin.~, I am won~€dn~; if it would rot be wise far us a.s 
missionarl.es: 

1) To nnke the m!'itter of missions nna the evm~e lical ehurch"of ~olcmbia a 
matter of daily prayer. Perhaps w~ could all ;join i.n prayer folloni~ the evening 
rreal, o~ at any other t1 me that may. be r.nre con w.n ien t for your part ioul ar miss ion o 

2) "i'o keep each other :lnformetl of any psrsecut.lon which arises and nmke th:lt 
particular place a rr.atter of speCial; prev~iliru•; prayer. I can mentim the fol101:in.g. 
at this present thE. Jiev. Ira ·~qshturn ana family were att.achefi in El 'll.~orro, 
Yopal, ~asanare,. T?.ev. and ~Irs. Outhouse were :tttacked 5n t<a ':Ject-eto, ~byacao 
'I'here was a demonstr:Jt:ion and thre~t of att'lck unon t.he ~~issi on or tm Andes d, 
Q.!lra~oa. 4 very tense 3nd thre8tenin~ situation developed /in a ~o~pel distribution 
cnm.pah;n o:trried on by t.he ''fesleym1. mission in .,.nvi,::.eo, .\ntlcpia .. J;et. u.!J l'Mke 
these f'our nlaces IT-atters of sreciAl prayer before t iF- Lord.. "!e ••dll be .~lad to 
pave vou keen u:s informed Mti ·.•1e wlil at:te·!i!}t to sencl out::\ re3lt'11e of wh·it is 
hnppenin~ on the mission3ry front in '":olanb:i a to mssim~ries only, and to stimula~e 
us to intelli~ent$ beUevj:;_~ prayerc 

3) To let T"epresent~tion~ to the C:olombhn !!;OVernment conr!emin,- =uw violence 
which may occur be Il'.ade only by ·';olonibil:m fellovr.vorlrers whose r.i~ht. it i~ to 
seek '~he r.r.otect'ion of r.heir ~~~rermaent f'tlr themselves and thEir :lntereats. 

4) Um~er rn circul11Strmcl~8 rr.ake ren1"~SE:rtt'ltion3 to our r~rneric1m H"nbassy- which for 
the "'fJ.ithful7isch~lr~;e-o.t~ thei:::- duties to !.merl cnn citizens IIA l<:es it obl ir,atory 
for thent to tRke u.p the, matter with ':i(\lcmb:i.a 1 thereb~· drt1winr, uoon us the nO~l'Sil"lle 
ill-will of represent.~tbres of both ~ov~rn·110nts. 

5) ·Seek to keep one another infonned 3lld to ~oMult with one ;onother that ~hat 
we do Hay be done within the fra.·ue-J.vork of m1 a.~!"'eed upon misaionary poli•:y. 

' ''Je· will welc:Y:lE.' any ~'U.~.!!;Csticm,. inforr,mt5 on; or f~cts that c~1n help us :i.n this 
when a certain reli'!io-political jntern~tionali~m ia seekinr. to use ~clombian 
na ti on:tl:ism to hinder or destro;.r us. 

Let us reJOl.Ce that we are count(:!~ worthy to suffer for ChriJt at thi3 t.ii.ll:!, · an•i 
let us be "in mthinl',; terrified by our ~dv::o:-saries 11 o Phile 1:28. 

e .,,ith all kjr.dest ~r~t:!tin~s, 

• 



l>ear Fello~mbera of the E. Me o. o.s 

Grace a"'ld Peace in Christ I 

El oocuy, Bo~Bo! 
)(ay u. 1949 

A\ the last blamtua.l conference of the E • .u:. o. c. tbe OODli ty 
Oo!mllittee of which I was named ollairman was instructed to prepare a 
statement of comity_that could be acted on by tbe member m1ss1o.aa before 
the next conference. Such a statement was prepared and passed around 
to the members of the oomsblttee and all of them approved it• One 
added some recoumendations which when passed around to the other member& were 
objected to by two of the~ 

The slow motion of the chail'IZI3.n of the collll11 ttee and the time 
loat in writing and waiting for answers to hie letters trom the other 
members haa brought us to this date without having put the matter 
to the vote of the member missions. Therefore, and since we are leavi~ 
in June for our fU.rl~I am auggesting tbat each representative ot 
the member missions keeps the copies of the suggested statements, 
give tbem muah thought, present them to his mislio1l oomnlttee if 
possible, and then at the coming E. ~. c. o. meeting they be given 
thorough debate and acted upon. For a complete understanding of 
the meaning of the atatemer.t and the future well being of the Be M· 0• c. 
that is necessary I believe. 

At the same time permit me to thank you far the oppo'tunity r:£ 
fellowship in Christ &bat I have had in the brief time I have represtn tal 
our mission in the E. M· o. o. That Christ may be glorified through 
us and thus Oolanbians find Him, is my prayer ror eaoh or us. 

Sinoerely in P~m, 

I~ 



We, the. Kember Missions of the E. M. o. o. agree: 
A. As to students, 

1. That no mission shall solicit students for their s~ola trom 
another mission without the p~ssion of the latter mission. 

•a, !hat no student be received in an Inaitute unless he brings 
a letter of recommendation from the school in which he has pre
viouajy been enrolled. If a student comes from the territory of 
another mission for training, it should be fou~d out Whether 
he comes with the good will of the cbarch or mission to which 
he belongs. 

3. T~t students who come trom another mission at their reco~endation 
-2 shall pay the actual casta of tut$ion, board and roo111 in the a~JK»ol. 

4. That a mission sending more than five students_ to another mission's 
school shall help in the teaching, providing part•time or tull-
•ime teachers. 

B. £s to workara(evangeliats, paat~rs, teachers, oolporteurs,eto.,) 
1. That no mission shall solicit workers tram another -asian unless 

said solicitation be done througb the otfic1al channels ff the 
missions."- - -

•2. That no worker be received unless he brings a letter of recODIIlendation 
tram the society with which he has been working, or atil 
oorre~enoe ::.. ~ oarriod on betwae~ the two. orga.nisatioae. 

3. That whenever poasib asionaries of uother miss6o11 than that 
in which the wo is working shall encourage his respect and 
loyalty to the DU.ssioll in which he llappena to be working. 

c. As to missionaries; 
1. That individual missionaries shall seek to ataya PQt the best 

construction on all that another says and does within the 
bounds of Christian honesty and decency: that gon1p1ng about 
the fellow missionary shall be avoided lest it ruin the bond 
of brotherhood: that in all we shall seek to understand, 
consider and love one another in the ~1rit of Ohriat. 

D. As to rnemberas 
l. That ftO mission shall aol1o1t members of uother miaaia.. 
2. That when a member of one mission _,ves to the terri tory of 

another a ·letter of dismissal or t1"8nsfer shall be required 
when f.PPlying tor memberabip. 

•3. That there be a uniform standa~of discipline between all the 
missions working in Colombia which should be adOpted by the 
~erning bodies of the different churches - "oonvencionea 
anuales, presbiterios, etc.,) 

•4. That no church member who is under dieoipline be received into 
membership ot any other ohuroh, and no person be received 
into fellowship from another congregation without a letter 
of transfer, until caretul investigation has been made of 
~· lffe and relation to his former church. 

Items marked• are quoted from the 1944 Recon:mendationa of the Finding 
Committee (approved and adopted) 



.a. 

/ to 

4. !bat member mise1ons ot the x.x..n.o. ooop.rate 
iD an ettort to establish a more unito~ etandard 
ot aala!'lea to the workers 11'.1 their e~~plo7, 112 
aocorcla!!ce wUh the living ata!!dard ot the !1&t1ve 
populaticm where they be working ard. the oost o£ 
11v1ng. lr:t order to etteot this, &<1118 miaelona are 
requested to oona14er a raise 11' aalaJ7 ot thelr 
workers, ~d other' llisslo1!& to reduce it. 

6. As tar as 1 t be possible the miasiO!Is ahould encourage 
the oburohee aDd congregat1cms on their respective 
fields to ettd•our, in the pa.1JH!lt ot aa.lar1es to 
their pastors, a remaneratlo1! acoorda!!t with their 
tteed and the startdazod of 11 ving in the oosnm1 t1 
where they are laboring. !hie payment should be as 
uniform aa possible aa a oonapicuoue d1tterenoe 
in the salary amomgst 1r0rkera, e11gettder disco,.,tent 
and evy, tem;pU!!g aome of them to aeek secular 
work: it they be ,ot tral'l&ferred to a Klasi on or 
church paying higher &&~1· 

5. That m1sa1oaar1ea ot the E.u.o.o. abstain tram 
,propag&nda ot their 4enominaUcmal panicularism 
in contact with workers and members ot other mies1ons, 
such u particular dootr inal conoe.pte in regard t.o 
the age and form ot baptism, attaimnenta or peracmal 
aanoti tt, or spiritual gina, •here there may be 
divergence of opiniona on biblical grOUt!da, etc. 

' 
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~ r~ ,Iff'~"'. 

,_, . 

• Apelliio Nombre Fe~lla it Recepc16• ~~i:!~~.p~rcarta 
' ' ]._ SUva Pa,qnna1 ,~..; .. _ . · ;iC t ; ;.'"\ 19 tebrero lg35 Protesi6• 
----~-- --- . - . -- ----- ·-·- - -- ··--· ·--- --------

2 eurc:ao: Felipe .bto:t.io 9 marzo 1~6 " " ---- . I --------------

3 Curc:ao: Joseta Estraia ie 9 marzo 1936 " " --·------· ----- -·-
' 

4 Patifi.o Sa:t.tos: Jacb.to 9 marzo '1936 " " --·····-

5 Patiiio: Jua•a :1. Sa•t os it 9 marzo 1936 " " -------. 

6 Lozaia: Victor 15 marzo 1936 " " ----- ------ -----·------

' 
7 D{az: Toribia ie 15 marzo 1936 " " --------

8 Kurco: Tiburcia Cibo ie 15 marzo 1936 " " ·-------

9 Tar.Anlta: Isiiora ie 15 marzo 1936 " " 
10 Gar~{a: Ve».tura 15 marzo 1936 " " 
11 Garc!a: Apoli.ar SUva ie 15 marzo 1936 " " 
12 Silva: Jua• 15 marzo 1936 " " 

Silva: Ce•obia D{az ie 15 marzo 1936 " " 
14 C6rioba: ~el Mar{a 15 marzo 1936 " " ---

15 D.{az: Silveria 2 •••ro 1938 " " -------------------- ------------------- -- --- -------- -------

16 Jer6:t.imo: 14ar{a Luisa Romero ie 2 euro 1938 " " -- --------- --------

17 Silva: Cam.Ua Ruc6a ie 2 euro 1938 " " . ------ -------------------------- ----------

18 Tuai: Paula 2 e-ura 1938 " " 
' ------ ---------------"'-

19 Camar!O: RuW:t. 2 euro 1938 " " 
20 Olmos: Jos4 La6:1. 2 euro 1938 " " 
21 H{bica: Cipriu.o 5 euro 1938 " " ------- -------

22 Ol.JI.os: Petro•U• ie 7 earo 1940 " " I -- --------------------------- ---- ---- . ---·-- ------
#"', 

23 Roir{!uez: Mar{a A1to•1a Curc:ao ie 11 earo 1940 " " 
24 GcSmez: Cleotilie 22 tebrero 1941 " " 
25 PatU1o: Jue•a Stwemo8n ie " " -- ----. ReiDU:uez: 'DlCIMJ:-. " " --------~---~------·--- -

Bur!OS: Gre!orio 22 t'ebrero 1941 " " 
------~---

28 ...... . \b.a S()!amoso ie 22 tebrero 1941 " " • ------- -~-- __ , _____ -- --- --.- --.. ~---- -~- .. -~---

29 Tuay: Peiro 22 tebrero 1941 " " 
~0. T-... ... .;~: ~ Ram.b. 4 euro 1942. " " "{, 

31 T•,. .. ~;..: ~'.:JUaiia Alvares de 4 de eero 1942 " " 
· ":;.:L" ' 

32 Tuay: Burgos de 17 enero 1942 " " 
0>·---~-------... 

35 Ve~••t\i•: F idelillJu!t I 16 euro 1944 " " -----

.. liA'I'.f'Wl.: Ci1a•4D v. da 16 euro 1944 n n 

Certitclco que lo escrito •• estas ~iju;t~s t_ie ~oJ!~t~·~l·1~~ or1gaa.L .a.e Tiata~~------
u.tes teaiamos para Socota y Casa:aare os. No. 1.ue;roa apuatados por el do AJ4 
Allaa. Dic:&o libro origi:aal qued.S para el uso e:a Socot'·· desde nora en ade1a:ate • 
Duitama, Boyac,, 4 de marzo, 1947. Doy te. FdeiGerardo Ostrem s. 

--'"·---· ~ .. , ........ - -~·-
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• No. Apellido Nanbre 

56 SUva R. Silveria 

: Flori~a v. de 

39 Juetb.a 

40 Meta: Just b.a de 

e deede No. 

4 de marzo de 1947. 
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-no.a.e viwe: Pastor que otici6: ObservacioMs: 

La ~uada Gerllard Ostrem 

" " " " 
La Mo:atafia, llore1o 
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Ea ~isi6n 6vangelica Euferana en Colombia 
:Jhe Oo!om6ia 6vangelical Euteran rJilission of South cllmerica ---

D/RECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

To the Joint Boards of the ELC and UEI£, 

Apartado 25-25 
Bogot!, Colombia, 
August 1, 1949 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Sav.t or: 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. 

It was not w:Lthout some fear that we saw the Olsons end Jlorck s leave for their 
furlo. They ha"fe been along in the work these years and have shouldered heavy loads 
and we thank God ror them. Though others of \18 endeavor to carry 011 in our weakness 
and lack of experience, 1l'e know that the Lord will lead on. Thererore we press on 
trusting Him fer llha.t He wm ts to work out tlm ugh us. 

We had a .Meeting of the Executive Committee last week and am sendt.ng the 
repot;t. I shall add a few cODDilfm.ts on the 11:inutes. 

In reference to Mueller's travel and sala.r,y, I wish to ref'Jar to Olson's 
letter of June- 17. He 'was to be in the seri. ce of t lB 1m', but word has not come 
from Arbough as to their arrangements. Therefore,seeing that he was ready to caae 
it was i"ound neceasBlT ror us to advance that amount. We are looking also for the 
word- f'rom our Board in ~·-his coming to work here. The Vuellera appear to be 
sincere fine pe:>ple and we pt"ay God's blessings upon his work in Colaabia. As seen 
in another matter voted on, the treasurer lli.ll be writing you e ncend.ng him. 

As to llalde1s furniture bill, that refers to same they bad of their 01lll 
"'lbich is basic furniture and we realize that it is better that that remain at the 
station. 

Pausanias Wilches is one of the men llho spent several ,a ars at our Bible 
Institute. He llillli'Ork llith us in the Parpa territory. May God bless him and his 
lli.fe, the former Emestina Mora llho has also been a studmt at our Bible Institute. 

Regarding the decision ~or the Hission to help 111. th the ezpences of the 
La Agua.da. si tu&.tion this is as to the cost in the presenting before the higher 
authorities the matier of the shameful violation of the Const.i tutian 11hich was done 
'When the local authorities in L.A. closed our school and chapel forbidding classes 
and services. This envolves some travelling costs, for someone from Casanare to 
bring the signed petitions to BogotA to present them and we may need to engage a 
lawyer according to the advise of the Procurador Wbich is the Chief Attorney or 
would it be called Attorney General. If it caaes to carrying our his advise we 
m.a:y obtain more security avoiding the opposition molesting that way. 

The lot offered to the tission at 86 pesos in La Aguada is offered by one 
of the members there. This lot will serve on which to erect a school building for the 
day-school and bas sufficient ground for play-ground. and is just in the next block 
east of Where the present property is located. 

The repair of the Institute building which Roy m.d I are to attend to is 
in the building in Du1 ~· 

The reason for authorizing the treasurer to pa:y the lH.ssion' s share of 
the maternity expence for the Bergh's is that the caning event 11i.11 or is e~q>ected 
to take place beiore the next Exec. Committee meeting and they will be in need of it 
to pay the doctor. 

As to that of a c::hurch building for BogotA, all the missionaries are of 
the opinion that for the work here some building suitable for it 111.11· be indispen-
sable. We hope to have a growing work here both for the present population and also 
for the many people who cane in here from other parts of our field. to take up residEnce. 
Tle n too, a large number of German Lutheran people are found in Bogot! and we woul:l 
desire to do something for them. A definite chapel or church serves better for tm 
purpose. The group of our missionaries living in Bogot! had a meeting about the 
matter and presented the suggestion of the 1000 sq. meters for ground. We believe we 
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would do wisely to purchase at least that amount to have space on which to erect 
llha.t the future woul.d. require. 

They expressed also their view that a large bhurch building be erected 
at once to avoid expenees in the remodelling later on. The Committee looks at it 
that a building of the size recommended would be more adTisable at present and that 
it be built in a manner that later it could serve for Sunday Sc8ool rooms or llbat 
ever might be fo'Ulld most valuable for the Cause. And that then when that tlmB come 
the larger building be erected beside it. 

I spoke to the Danish archi teet and contractor on Saturdq asking him 
if he could give l1S some approximate figures of a cost of sucha a chapel. He said 
that he 1IDU1d and.ld.ll have it rea.d7 by next Thursday the 4th. As soon as he 
gives me the figures l ~ send it on. 

We sincerely' hope that you ldll find it recommendable to erect a 
building for the work in BogotA • .And we would Wish to ask you for diagrams or 
models to choose from. 

Possibil1.'t7 of property purchase in Cocuy is brought forth. We see 
more clearly as time passes by that we need to have a definite chapel or ch'ardl 
building theee too. It seems advisable to endeavor to collect the JllOil87 envolved 
in that lot which is in that deal there and then purchase other ground on llbich to 
erect or purchase something llbicb can be remodelled to suit the need. I trust that 
something might be presented at· our next Committee meeting, but we would appre
ciate that the ne~ there be given consideration even now • 

. The 8lDI1 recommended for improvement of the Cbiscas property envolves 
fixing up two rooms into one for chapel, putting in floors either of cement., boards 
.or floor tile. Al.§.9 .. ~ general repair of the hOUJJe to make it suitable for all its 
purposes in~r a school when a teacher would be available. It also incl.udes 
a cistem 'With the required fixtures as there is no water works in Cbracas. · 

In case you would be meeting soon I shall send this on zd when Mr. Cluck 
has the estimates for the building in BogotA ready I shall send that then. 

We llish for you and pray far God's blessing as you labor on .<HJrect~ 
the Missionary work in the vario'Uil fiUda. The missi. onaries here greet you all. 

Sincere~ Christ, 

J/i£; 
/Cft_/': 
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Colombia. South America 
Recent letter from Pastor Malde written from 
Tunja informs us that the recent Lutheran Confer
ence held on our field took up an offering for Lu
theran / W odd Action. The offering, in pesos, 
amounted to $37.50 in U.S. currency. · 

Concerning the work 'at Tunja, ,he writes as fol
lows: "We are happy to be back again at our work 
in Tunja after our conference and our vacation. 
The work continues to show definite signs of en
couragement. Yesterday we had thirty-three people 
present at our Communion service in the afternoon. 
Eighteen persons too~ part in Communion; a very 
fine spirit throughout .the whole service. 

"The carpenter was.'here again today, so we got 
him started to work on the new pulpit for the 
chapel. We are hoping we can have the chapel dedi
cation before Pastor Olson leaves for the States on 
his furlough in June or July. We may not have all 
the furniture by that time, but in that case we will 
have to have the dedication anyway." 

In a letter from the Rev. Ted Mendenhall dated 
February 14 in El Cocuy, we have the following 
news: "We a~e now within a short distance of the 
place where we will be doing our bit to serve our 
Savior here in Boyaca. It is really a joy to know 
where we will be stationed. The past two years have 
been quite indefinite times for us, so we are looking 
forward to getting settled and beginning work. 

"We are planning to go to Santa Ana on Satur
day and then to Chiscas on Monday to look for a 
house." 

September 13, 1949 

Colombia 
From Colombia, South America, we have received 
no further reports concerning the political conditions 
that have caused difficulty for our missionaries. We 
do rejoice in hearing from the city of Chiscas where 
the Rev. Theodore Mendenhall is working that 
there is much interest among the people there in the 
Gospel. We have the following encouraging report 
from him: · 

"Then there is the need of the children. Almost 
every service we have from 25 to 40 children pres
ent, and how they are learning to sing! We have 
arranged practices with them during the week from 
time to time, and they are faithful and really seem 
to enjoy singing the choruses and hymns. It gives 
us a great deal of joy to tel.l you that now after 
two months of having services the attendance con
tinues to be very good. The average attendance is 
around one hundred. This is perhaps the only place 
on our field where there is such manifest interest, 
and we praise our Lord for the great opportunity in 
this open door. 

"It is now time for the e~~~ing service, and I can 
hear the children down in the street practicing the 
words of the chorus they are going to sing tonight. 
It is quite a thrill to hear the children humming, 
whistling, or singing the chorus, 'Que marvilla que 
Cristo' when they pass by during the day or even 
at night if they happen by. Singing of hymns is en
tirely new to them so we are happy to see them 
take such interest." 

871 
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Colombia 
• .<\. recent letter from Miss Helen Danielson of the 
U.E.L.C. with which we are jointly doing missior,1 
work in Colombia, has written about encouragemdn 
in. ·meir work in Parpa, one of the towns in the 
highland area of our mission field. She writes i as 
follows: ' 

"Parpa is windy and cold, at a very high altitude. 
My fur jacket felt very good there, every day. With 
no stoves to keep us warm, we just put _pn more 
clothes: We did, however, have a little cook stO\ie to 
do our baking in. But with the houses so open, that 
did nothing to heat our homes. And with our many 
duties, we could waste no time in the kitchen. We 
had a maid to do our cooking. Our stove was the 
first of its kind in Parpa, so we boast of the first 
chimney. We smiled when some of our country 
people wanted to see our 'modern' kitchen, which 
consisted of a little old cook stove, a gas stove, a 
pressure cooker, a few pots and pans, a homemade 
table, etc. To the poor women who sit and cook on 
a couple of stones, in their open kitchens where the 
smoke disappears wherever it can, with .their few 
wooden spoons, earthen jars and a few soup plates, 
of course, ours seems pretty modern . 

"Last January Miss Bergh and I were given the 
opportunity to go to Parpa. However, Miss Bergh 
couldn't stay long as she is one of the Institute 
teachers. But some one was always with me. In June, 
or the last days of May, Miss Heerde was assigned 
Mission News (Continued on page '10') 

(Continued from page 896) 

work in Parpa. In many ways we stepped in at an 
appropriate time; and have been happy to see God 
working in the hearts of the people there. Our young 
people's group grew so large that we had to, divide 
it. Our young people under fifteen, the Junior group, 
averaged between 30-40. Our Senior group anywhere 
from 50 to 100. With a record crowd one night of 
125. At our last women's meeting we had 53. Eliza
beth's health class was always well attended, and 
manifested much interest. 'Better to prevent than 
to cure,' was their slogan. Miss Heerde is a nurse 
and will serve in that capacity in Parpa also. With 
no doctors for miles around, this will be a real bless
ing to Parpa. Our Sunday night services were o~r 
record nights. We were indeed encouraged at th1s 
service. Our hearts leaped for joy as we saw the 
souls giving their hearts to Christ." 
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BOARD 0~ \FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 l F A. s y R D A l • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA J TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 J CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. J.L. Walla 
Carrera 13, #73-71 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Rev. Walla: 

October 20, 1949 

Your cable arrived last night and I sent you a reply this morning aft:er 
contacting Miss Antonsen. According to present ~lans she will be leaving 
for Colombia some time in Mar~~. The doctor was unwilling to give her a 
good health certificate so that she could not comnlete ~~ers for her re
turn satisfactorily. The Consul in Chicago was very encouraging about 
extension of her re-entry permit. The process for this re-entry nermit 
has alre&lv begun. The doctor has felt that three to six months may be 
needed for treatment. vle are in hones that March will be the a:_onroxi
mate thne when she ":ill be able to leave. 

We are sorry that this delay has occurred. Miss Antonsen is as sorry as 
any of us. She had a sudden flare-un of soTie allergy that is affecting 
her feet. It is not felt by the doctor to be safe for her to return with
out corrective treatment. 

I have been a little concerned about Miss Heerde being alone in Parna at 
the ~resent time. The attitude of the ~eonle in Socota has not been en
couraging. Will you please take this under advisement as to whether it 
'"'ould be adviseable for her to be called out until after the crisis has 
~assed or else have some one staying with her so she is not entirely alone. 
This is just a suggestion for your consideration, or the consideration of 
your committee. We are looking fon~rd to the day when things will be more 
settled in Colombia. Our Board is meeting during these days and has deeided 
to give a call to one man who is now a senior at the Seminary. He is ~lanning 
a year of study at Biblical Seminary in New York before nroceeding to the 
field. 

We hope that by the time he is ready that entrance nermits can be secured 
for him. 

Sincere greetings to you and your co-workers. 

RAS:hh 

Dr. J. A. A~sg~~rd, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. L. M. St~vig. Ch~irm~n 
Rev. C. M. H~ns::>n, RecordinQ Secretary 

Yours in Christ, 

SOARD OF fOREIGN MISSIONS Of THE EVANGEliCAl LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Or. J. R. L~vik 
Or. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P.M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secret~ry 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 



F!NANCirAiJ STATEMENT OF THE COLOMBIA EVANGELICAL UJTHER.AN MISSION OF 
SOUTH AMERICA 

Income--January 1 -December 31, 1949 

Expenditures -January 1-December 31,1949 

Balance on hand --December 31, 1949 

SEec ial Ledger 

Funds Receipts 

Med~cal---------------- 1,275.00 
Emerge.ncy ------------- 45,346.23 
Salary --------~------- 51,688.21 
Rent and UpkeeP-------- 15,900.00 
Institute ------------- 4,172.57 
Schools, Day, s.s.----- 1,300.00 
Teacher --------------- · 3,3~3 
Evangelist --------·---- 4~2 
Literature & Supplies-- 4;0!2.85 
Travel----------------- 5,250.30 
Trave 1 Equipment------ 11,267.24 
Vacation & Furlough/--- 9,327.82 
Stat. & Office Equbp~-- 28,042.81 
Postage & Stationery--- 203.24 
Telegraph & Telephone-- 195.2J 
Language School ------- .2~;-~ 
Miscellaneous --------- 700.01 
Memorial -------------- 220.26 
Short Course ---------- 153.25 
Property--------------- 10,300.00 

Totals--- 200,173.41 
171,915 .t2 

Bal. on hand---- 28,257. 9 

Disbursements 

4,186.75 
39,392.63 
51,731.09 
16,535.02 
3,610.94 
1,332.00 
3,431.60 
4,061. 96 
3,233.00 
5,247.71 
5,545.00 
7,828.39 

21,738.75 
203.25 
195.25. 

2,574.15 
700.00 

--------
368.23 

171,915.72 

Pesos 

199,556.91 

171,299.22 

28,257.69 

Balance 

5,953.60 -----------------
561.63 

:-----------------
241.46 

1,449.85 
2.59 

5,722.24 
1,499.43 
6,304.06 

-------.----------
.01 

220.26 
153.25 

9,~.77 
32,6 .15 
3,782.46 

28,257.69 

Deficit 

2,911.75 

42.88 
635.02 

32.00 
91.77 

---------
.01 
.02 

69.01 
--------

--------
3,782.46 



superintendent' s Report, 1949. 

Hitherto the Lord has helped t 
Let not your heart be troubled, believe in God, believe also in me. J'n. 14:1 
So shall my Word be that goeth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 

but it shall accomplish that wliich I please, and it shall prosper in the th~ whereto 
I sent it. Is. 55:11 

In trying to write a report of the work for the past year I almost feel like 
placing a period at the end of those passages and leave it with that. I think that 
throughout the whole field that is the way we would feel about it. We realize that the 
Lord's blessings and protect ion have been ·upon us, and therefore, even though we have 
had some hard experiences, yet will we not be troubled but look unto the Lord, believ
ing and trusting inrHim. We are trusting the Lord for that the Word we were able to sow 
shall not return void. 

At our Conference in J'anuary of 1949 we endeavored to make plans Bor the work as 
best we could to our limi:lfea ~foresight or foreknowledge. We enjoyed the capable leader
ship and coilllcil of Olson and Morek as together we all considered the various problems. 
But a~ time marched on we found that we were obliged t~e SOl'1ll8IIY of those plans fail 
to be put into. effect due to the prevailing complicated situation thDuughout the 
country. 

However, we first give thanks to God who untU today has kept His :protecting Hand 
upon us. We thank Him. for all that He has been able to do through us in the various 
places where we have had a part in His gr&at Cause, and we pray for His fo~ivness fo:i:' 
our failures end that He will over-rule them. We were able to·:extend the stakes" some 
and reach our farther , to work more extensively '!or ay while in some of the older parts 
of the field, and to reach into new areas in other psrts. God knows our sincerety and 
desire to do somethill6 f'or Him, and we 'tre confident that He will bless every effort 
sincerely put forth. 

We have been ha:ppy f'or the possibilities for three more JC.lts.sionery couples to cane 
into active work during the yeEJr, and also another single worker. Hence we have been 
seventAen on the field and five on furlo this year. That brings to mind again what we 
prayed for years ago: that we might haTe at least twenty five by 1950. Together with 
those who have been here on the field we havt~ reached the number of twenty e~ht. We 
wish that that whole group were here and that all stet ions and more yet could b& 
worked full up. 

IndiTidual reports will be given by the var1mts Station directors so ! shall not 
go into detailed matters. In referring to the individual sections of the Field I wish 
to refer to them perhaps in order of their ~e as f'ar as our working them is concer
ned. 

El Cocuy which is the oldest in th•t{aense of eur present work was worked by the 
Olsons the first five and one half months and by the Q.uanruds since. J. Tenth Anniver
sary celebration \WS planned for at our Conference to be held in August as that marks~ 
the tenth year since Pastor and Mrs. Andrew .1. Lerson opened the work in that region. · 
This Festival was cancelled because of the difficult situet1on existing 1n Boyacl:1:. S 
series of s:pe'liel me~tings, howeTer, were held in Cocuy end Csrizal a little later than 
the date pl~nned for the .AnniTersary, at which Mr. Herman Mueller brought forth st irr~ 
messages. I enjoyed the opportunity to be present at some of those meetings to bring 
messages also. It gave me joy to see the christians with whom we had worked in past 
years pressing on with the Lord. A wedding {the eiTU ceremony f'ollowed by the evan
gelical) was celebrflted in tfie early part of the year when one of' our native workers 
was married. 

Parpa and Mauss, or the Socota field ns it is often called, comes next in age of 
our occupation. It is however, the oldest eTangelical center in Boyaca as it was worltlat 
in part by the Presbyterians before they asked us to take it over. At our January Con
ference plans were made; for the Thoresons to establish here upon their return from 
furlo, but as Thoreson felt led of the Lord ta a~:cept a call in the homeland other 
solutions had to be f'ound for this field. The Conference also plAnned for Miss Helen 
Danielson to serve in PArpa until the Thoresen's return 8nd then to go to Tunja to v.or-K 
with the l1aldes. These plAns rlso had to be reconsidered. Miss Danielson ddld go to 
Kaa~ £nd ~~a.esstst~d e while bv Miss Joyce Bergh 8 while by Miss Fanny Jirunenez 

n a er uy M:Lss lla1zaoe-cn:~eerne Wlien sne vres re!eP-sed fxom he-r obliga1.ons: ss thtt 
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directress of the Clinic in Bogata when the Presbyterians decided to close it • These 
young ladies also did a splendid work in those mountainous parts, both in the eTangel

A istic phase as also in the First Aid Nursing program directed by Miss Heerde. We haTe 
W been thrilled by the reports they have given. 

In August Ilr. & Mrs. Pausanias \filches , students or our Bible Institute, entered 
into our employment and were eble to go to Par:pa to help. By the 1r arriTal thus we 
found it :pos~ible for .Miss Danielson to be ree.leased "from there to take up the parish 
woDk plaane~i"for her at Tunja. From that time on Miss Heerde was in charge or Pe.r:pa with 
the e.ssist~nca of the Wilcbes, who carried on the good work Danielson and Heerde had 
been doing. 

Pastor Morek Tisited Par:pa a few ti:laes during the first part of the year. He made 
arrangements tor and :purchased the house and lots there which our workers have had for 
residence. 

Next in line comes Casanare. This field is next to Parpa in haTing had the gospel 
seeing the Presbyteriens wormd there also end turned this oTer to us at the same time 
as Parpa. We (the Ostrems) heTo continued the work here and can inform that the year ar 

~. 1949 was off to a good start. Services wett carried on regularly 1n Le. .Aguada on 
- Sundays) Midweek Bible study and prayer meeting, YP meetings on Tuesday eTenings, Ladies 

meetings every: other Thursday, with good Attendance at all these meetings. lhen a " 
"choir" was formed which sang frequeJrtly at several services. 

We were happy to be able to do a good amount of itineratiltg when Mr. 011Ter Mora 
a student of the Bible Inst&tute was with us the first three moLths or they year. This 
was continued to the extent :possible artCJr the s.rrtT~~ of two graduates of our Bible 
Institute, Mr. &. l!rs. Gerardo Wilcbes, who cmne in March and haTe been with us since. 
Thestyoung people have been n reel inspiration to the peeple in the Plains as well as 
to us also. God bles£1 them. 

We t.l!en go to Tunja where 'lie find the l!aldes stationed end havin~ been hard at it. 
They were able to arrar;ge the front :part or the house for a chapel which Wt:~B dedicated e in June 'b<J Pt~stor Olson the SUperintendent of the IUssion. _We have been eneouragftd by 
their reports of the progress in t~ work at this Stetion. Tunja is an educational 
center haTing sejveral lerge schools of the Departmt'.lnt and lir. Ual.de hai had macy good 
opportunities to contact students from some of these 1nst itutions. I had a few opportun
ities to Tisit Tunja and it gaTe me joy to see .Mr. Malde making his contacts and at 
times he &ould be seen standing on the street tallir.g to :people about their great 
spiritual needs.. On those Tisits I also had thb privilege to share the Word of God 
with our dear people in that stet ion. 

We were indeed happy tp0~e Chiscas finally haTe a resident missionary, a thing 
which Pastor Larson pleaded so oi"ten and which that twwn also has wanted. The Mendenhall! 
established there in the last :part of April. They have re:port.ed good. menifestations on 
the pert of the people for the e;os~l whereof we are glad. 

r enjoyed imrl.ensely roy Tisit tlYire in August. I ntade S~Teral visits th~re in past 
years when we -were in charge of the Cocuy station which Larson also did, but it waf'l 

different goin.:; there novr when we. had F, work definitflly flstnbliahed. The house which tm 
Mission bought vms und.e:r remodelling and promised well as e ce~er for our work th~re. 
Mendenhall nnso served Santana and together with him I wa~ :pri~U<!IgeCI to TiAit there 
also in August. There too I e:x:per ienced great joy to meet the chr 1st ians with whom we 
had had such blessed fellovrsh tp tn the :past. 

Bogato is the latest stat ion to be established in our Mission. As the Bible Inst itu
te is temporarily located here the stat ion work and that of the Institute had been 
closely inter-linked. Pastor Morek as director of the Institute also opened serTiees "for 
the public on SUndays and Jllid-week. Upon the erriTal of »hstor and Mrs. J"ohan Bergh 
in J"une they took OTer the Stat ion work end haTe labored on since. A place like Bogotlf 
also calls for much prayer on the :part of all of us. As here are seTeral other Mi.asione e estsblishhd Of longer Or Sbort~r durAtioz:tve fi::ld thet it iS not. easy to be@; in a lleW WOrk, 
but we are conTinced that here is a place for our Mission and want to :prees on in 
J"esus name. Beside the work among the Colombians we find that here is place for work 
among foreigners of vihom hen~ are many Lutherans, especially among the Germans. 
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OUr Bible Institute had a blessed year a.nd was carried on under the leadership of 
Pastor Morek until July am by Pastor Walla since. "i'hey were assisted by the Misses 
BelTs Nerlien and ;royce Bergh as full time teachers and Mrs. Walla as part-t :lme teach
er. We are happy to look back upon a truitful year carried on by these co-laborers. 
We had the joy of visiting the Institute aeTeral times and enjoyed the fellowship of 
both the Faculty and the student body. The Institute is a Tery important part of our 
Mission work. We look forward to seTeral Ot the yoUDg men :!'rom it to enter our 
Bemine,ry which we hope to establish in 1950. 

The Work this year has met with definite opposition in drastic ways. The first 
appearance of it was in La Aguada. '!'hen later in the Socota regions. a.nd then on 
in the Cocuy, _Chisces and Tunja fields. Same of us were taken into custody by the 
police, end others sut'fered attacks on our houses and property by the same authorities. 
We lament :Immensely these rejections of the gospel by such and maey other persons. It 
is hard to see one's sincere efforts despised and rejected thus. Duitama has been 
dormtitnt. The situation throughout the land has been the cause of this afflict ion and 
persecution. 

This makes it appear to be almost a hopeless caa&, but though the difficulties 
are so tremendously great yet our Lord is greater. 'l!hJN8h it appears to be hopeless 
yet we do not want to consider the Lord's power as beiDg smaller then the situation. 
We do not want to limit end hinder Him by .bur un.,liet ·as to His abUity to do that 
which to us may appear absolutely impossi,leat present. HI!: is the ~R and we 
trust and wane to belieTe that in His time He c~n do now like He did in olden days, 
do away with the opposition so that His Cause could go forward. We look to Him tor 
thatt 

We thank G0 d for whateTer He has been able to do through us and pray for His 
forgiveness for all in which we haTe offended Him and sinned against Him, and that 
He will o"Ter-rule all our failures. 

We are grateful to our Board in the Homeland for all the adTiee end couned.l 
wht.th we haTe received and for the prayers brought to the Throne of God both by them 
and by all the other christians. We are thanktul to each one who has in one way or 
another holped with the furtherance of the work out here. 

I am thankful to all the missionaries aal to all the lll!lmbers of the E:mcutiTe 
Committee and all the other CCIIU!littees for ell cooperation end eTery effort put 
forth tor the progress of the Lord's cause. May God bless each one ri-ehly in the 
New Year whereeTer we may ~. 

Respectfully subnitted, 

Gerhard Ostrem 



CEUIOSA Al'IJ:::UAL CONFEREFCE 
Bogota, Oundinamarca 

Colombia, s. A. 

January 6-17, 1950 

I. All sessions were opened ui th d.:lvotions. 

A. 

B. 

Horning prayer sessions: 

1. Gerhard Ostrem 
2. Theo. Mehdenhall 
3. Phoebe Quanrud 
4. Selma Malde 
5. Olger Quanrud 
6. Alice Walla 
7·. Elizabeth Heerde 
a. Valborg Torkelson 

Horning study hour : theme, "Have 

1. Introduction 1 ~lhat is Faith? -
2. The Faith that Saves - - - - -
:3. Faith, the Word and Prayer-
4. Faith in So~1ico - -
5. Faith and Praise - - - - - -
6e F~ith and Patience - - - - - -
7. Victorious Faith- - -
a. Faith Till Jesus Comes - - - -

Afternoon devotions: 

l. Anita Bergh 
2. Selma Xalde 
:3. Olger Quanrud 
4·. Helene Ostrem 
5. Deloris Mendenhall 
6. Helen Danielson 
7. Roy Malde 
a. Jojrce ~ergh 

Faith in God•, Mark 11:22 

Roy !-!al.do 
Elizabeth Hcarde 
Joseph !ialla 
Holen De.niclson 
Belva !~crlien 
Johan Borg.l-t 
Valborg Torkelson 
Theo. Mendenhall 

,.,. 

C. Thursday evening the 5th - Song and prayer fellowship - Joseph Walla 

D. Sund~y tho 8th, 7::30 p.m.- Confaroncc service with Communion-
Johan Bergh in charge, Gerhard Ostrem, sermon. 

E. F~.rst Saturday p.m. and following Thursday p.m. - Outings -
Anita Bergh and Valborg Torkelson. 

A. Report by Superintendent. 

B. Reports by sto.tion heads and Institute Director. 

G. R-Jports from committees on education, literature, liturgy and women's work. 

D. Secretary's report read and approved. 

E. Treasurer's report read and approved. 

F. Reports by auditing committees heard and approved. 

A~ V.:>ted to continuo tho \"lOrk of tho Bogota sto.tion. 

B. Voted that '1/0 \"fOrk the Tunja station to the extent th!lt we co.n. 

\ C. Hotion mnde that we continuo to \"fork tho Po.rpa sto.tio11 if thoro are two 
volunteers to carry it on, said work to be subject to conditions laid down 
by tho Conference. Hotion not carried. 
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Voted that two of tho volunteer single missioraries be sent to Parpa to 
offer thoir services if tho believers there \-Jant. them to stay after being 
completely informed of tho possible danger to that region and its people 
through such a program; that they stay on as long as deemed advisable by the 
congregation and/or themselves and/or the Mission; and that they be subject 
to such further conditions as may be laid down by the Conference. 

E. Voted that weekly communication at 111ission expense be maintained between tho 
workers sent to Parpa and Bogota, and that a limited program be carried on 
there (Parpa) so as to avoid unnecessary agitation. 

J F. Voted that Proceao Mora be offered work in the Plains under a conditional 
contract. 

G. Voted (unanimously) that Johan Bergh be placed in Bogota as station head. 

H. Voted (unanimously) that Elizabeth Hecrde and Valborg Torkclso·n (of those 
'ltho volunteered to go) be the two l'IOrkors of tho Parpa station. 

J I. Voted (unanimously) that Holen Danielson be placed in tho Tunja station. 

J. Voted {unanimously) that quanrud be placed in Bogota to collaborate with the 
Bogota station head, and serve as head of the 1\L~ja station. 

K. Voted (unanimously) that Mendenhall serve as head of the Socota station. 

~ L. Voted that a national lady worker be hired to accompany Helen Danielson in 
the Tunja station. 

!vi. Voted that Ostrem keep up the contacts and do the '.1ork in the Plains that 
seems advisable~ and that the Ostrems' furlough and further work on the 
Plains be considered at a special Conference. 

J N. Voted that we recommend that the i.rorclcs and Olsons begin \·rork on extension of 
their re-entrance permits, and that none of the missionaries no'll on furlough 
m3.ke plans to return until advised othenlise from tho field. 

0. Voted that the following recommendations presented by the committee on 
i-;omen 1 s ,..rork in Colombia be adopted by tho Conference: 

L 'I'he,t 1.<1c educate our women in stewardship. 
2. That bazaars and similar projects for the rais~ng of money be discouraged 

in our societies. 
3. That where sewing at the meetings is practiced, it be continued, but not 

\~i th the intention of' sponsoring sa:t.es. 
4. That free-v,rill offerings be lifted at the meetings. 
5. Thnt lunches be served at the meetings but that they be simple. 
6. Tr.a.t 1;,re try to educate our people to \'lorld-t>~ide giving and not just 

confine their giving to Colombia. 

P. yot~~ that \'lalla serve as chairman of the Liturgy Commi ttoe. 

\ 0,. Voted that vrc as a Conference express approval of the original list of 
recommendations as prepared by the Comity Comaittoo, and that we withhold 
approval of' tho additional recommendations pending further discussion and 
possible modification of same. 
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4 R. Voted that Ostrom be delegated to go to Medoll!n for tho E.M.o.c. Conferoneo 
and tho National Congress of Evang. Churches, especially in tho interest of 
the work in tho Plains;. his oxpenaoa to bo paid by the Mission. 

IV. Education 

~ A. Voted that a seminary be established as soon as possib~e this year. 

J B. Voted to have a limited Institute for the year of 1950, offering the 2nd, 
3rd and 4th years to a select group of undergraduates chosen by the faculty, 
holding open the possibility of additional courses for our national teachers 
as decided by the Conference. 

J 

c. Voted that if our national teachers do not teach we offer them additional 
studies in the Institute this year, said studies to be arranged by the 
faculty. 

D. Voted to approve tho recommendation made by the Executive Committee that 
the salaries of our country teachers in the interior be raised $25 (pesos) 
per month, they then to make their own arrangements for board and room. 

E. Voted that Joseph Walla, Joyce Bergh and Belva Nerlion constitute tho 
Institute faculty, Walla to be tho Institute Director. 

F. Voted that Roy Malde be president of the Seminary. 

G. Voted that another teacher in addition to Maldc be placed in the Seminary. 

H. Voted that Mendenhall be placed in the Seminary as the additioru:i.l tea.cher. 

r. Voted that tho monthly aid to tho seminary students be $40 {pesos) 
person, $80 (pesos) per married person, and $15 (pesos) per child, 
furnished housing, light and uater; these figures to be subject to 
by the Executive Committee if found necessary. 

J. VoteJ that Walla serve as Director of Education • 

per single 
plus 
change 

...( :c. Vot.ed that Johan Bergh replace 'i/alla as member of the Education Committee. 

L. yoted that the matter of granting scholarships to Institute students this 
y0ar be left to the discretion of the faculty. 

V. Li tere.ture 

A. Voted that the following recommendations of the Literature Committee be 
adopted: 

1. That 'tlO continuo translation work and preparation of manuscripts but that 
~ctual publication be postponed in light of present conditions. 

'26 ihc'.t -the publication of the "Vozn be suspended for this year unless con
Jt~ions open up so that distribution among our people again becomes 
I")ssible. 

3. That .,.te secure 50 gift subscriptions to 11El Tostigo 11 f'or tho believers on 
our field, prima.rily in Bogota and Tunja but also for discreet distribution 
olscv1hero; that those be paid for from ave.ilc.ble gif't money. 

4. Thc.t wissionaries bo encouraged to do hymn translation o.nd submit their 
v1ork to tho Li tcraturo Col11I::li ttec. 
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5. In accordance with tho Executive Committee's decision of October thct 
Gustavo Rodr!guoz spend part of hie vacation doing translation work, that 
ho now work oh "Ton Studios in Personal Evangelism". 

6. That a new member for tho Literature Committee bo elected by tho Conference. 

B. Voted that J.iorek replace 2-!ra. Thoreson as mombor of the Literature Committee. 

c. Voted that Quanrud serve as member of tho Lit.ernturo Committee until Morek 
returns from his furlough. 

D. Vot.od tho.t Horck serve as chairman of the Litoraturo Committee and that 
Belva Nerlion servo in that capacity until he returns from furlough. 

VI. Agricul turo 

VII. l·1edical 

A. Voted (unanimously) that Elizabot.h Hoerde serve as Medical Director. 

B. Voted 'that Valborg Torkelson, Alice Walla and Johan Bergh constitute the 
Medical Committee. 

c. Voted that Valborg Torkelson and Elizabeth Hoerdo, if they are unable to 
carry on their work in Parpa, be given the opportunity to make a survey trip 
to study the medical 11 sot-ups" of other missions in Colombia. 

~ VIII. Finance and Property 

A. Voted that the Conforcnco go on record as approving the banking plan out
lined in corroapondence between Dr. Syrdal and Pastor Haldo, and that first 
quarter salaries and as much of tho current expenses a·s deemed advisable be 
drawn from tho su~lus on hand in tho mission treasury. 

B. Vote<! that Quanrud, Maldo, Bergh and Hendenhall constitute a committee to 
secure the necessary housing and fUrniture for those now boing placed in 
Bogota. 

C. Voted that tho Conference deoircs to go on record as roco~cnding to the 
Board tho consideration of ro-omburacmcnt for such things as arc lost by 
missionaries due to tho need of abandoning their atations. 

D. Vote~ tho.t the piano be brought from Tunja to Bogota and placed in tho 
.I~1sti tutc. 

1 E. Voted that the Hission refund to Johnn Bergh f'or the following furniture 
purchased: 2 living-room chairs and davenport- $115 (posos), 1 buffet
$100 (pesos), and tho bnlnnco on a cheat of drawers- $15 (pesos); that we 
rncommond refUnd to him for: 1 swivol etudy chair- $75 (pesos), 1 baby bod 
- ~80 (pesos), and possibly a codar chest- $60 (pesos) which was purchased 
i~ place of another chest of drawers. 

~ F. Voted that tho Mission refund to Holen Danielson for: 1 cheat of drawers, 
l desk and 1 'I"ID..rdrobo - $290 {poaos); to Belva nor lien for: 1 wardrobe -
$J.45 (pesos); to \'lalla for: 1 chest of drawers and 1 bookcase - $205 (pesos); 
the total value of these items being $640 (pesos). 
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J G. Voted that we recommend that the 1-!isaion purchase a transformer or volt,a.ge 
regulator for the missionary homes where found necessary. 

~ j H. Voted that the findings of the committee on housing and furniture be accepted 
and that the dining-ro~~ sot and study tables found necessary be purchased. 

I. Voted that proposed building plans for the field be tabled fo~ the present. 

• J. Voted that we rocol!ll.llemd tho sale or' the t~1o houses in Duitama, but that 
temporarily at least, we retain possession of tho vacant lot. 

K. Voted to approve the Executive Committee's recommendation tl~t deficits in 
the salary, telegraph & telephone, language school and teacher funds be paid 
out of the emergency fund. 

L. Voted to approve tho budgets presented for the year 1950. 

1I. Voted that Johan Bergh and Olger Quanrud bo authorized to take care of the 
sale of tho two houses in Duitama. 

IX. Hiscellaneous 

A. Voted that a permanent record book be secured for the secretary's minutes • 

.\ B. Voted that ~lalla be given a vote in tho Conference oven though he has not 
spent a full calendar year on the field. 

c. Voted that the closing date of the Conference be postponed in order to 
complete tho business on hand. 

D. Voted that Ostrem and Walla be delegated to speak to Huller and bring back 
to tho Cor~orence more information about his case. 

E. Vote<!_ that we recommend that Hcr.nann Huller be encouraged to develop an 
Flc:i.cpondcnt German work in Bogota, and that further decision or action be 
postponed until a special conference. 

F. Voted that during tho intervening period we give diligent consideration to 
the progress of and prospects for the. work, as advised by the Board, and to 
the possibility, advisabilitJr and necessity of subsidizing it after Lutheran 
':lorld Federation support is withdrawn in whole or in part. 

G. Voted that the seminary faculty be delegated to confer with the Board as to 
the possibility of providing some theological studios for !ciuller here in 
Colombia. 

H. Voted that '<lC o.cknO\'lledge the report on the Missionary Aviation Fello"lship, 
bu~ due ~o present conditions action on the matter be delayed until a later 
date. 

I. Nominated for tho office of superintendent: Olson, Ostrom and Q.u.a.nrud. 
{Numerous b~llots takon·without resulting in required 2/3 majority voto) 
Action rescinded. Sec J 

J. Voted t~ut action taken on the election thus far be rescinded and that a slat£' 
of canC.id:::. tcs for all the offices be dra"t-m up. 
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K. Tho following officers wore elected: 

1. Superintendent - Roy Maldo 
2. Vice-superintendent - Joe. Walla 
3. Secretary - - - Johan Bergh 
4. Treasurer - - - Theo. l!ondonhall 

L. Voted that Quanrud serve on tho Executive Committee for a 3 your tonn. 

l-1. Voted that Ostrem servo on tho Executive Committee for a 1 year term. 

N. Motion made to elect someone to complete Ostrem's year of office on tho 
Executive Committee if he goes on furlough. Motion lost. 

0. Voted that Quanrud and \1alla audit tho treasurer's books. 

P. Voted that Mendenhall and Johan Bergh audit tho Institute accounts. 

~. Voted that tho Jeep be placed in the Bogota station. 

R. Groeti!'..gs and suggestions from }!orck and Olson road. Secretary instruc~~ed 
to acknowledge them and send greetings to tho Board and our missionaries 
on furlough. 

s. Voted that tho Conference be adjourned. 
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COLEGIO AMERICANO PARA SEI"JORITAS 
DIRECC10N TE:LEGRAFICA: ~'ESPERANCITA" 

A.PAATAOO NACIONAL NO. 200 

APAATADO AEREO NO. t 5 8 

BARRANQUrLLA, COLOMBIA 

Jan. 13, 1950 

Miss Elizabeth He~rde, 
I 'H J v· -,-, c o" .. ev. • ~.a .... ~a, 

Apartado 2525, 
Bogota 

Dear ~ass Heerde: 

At a recent meeting of ouT executive committee, 
we heard some reports of the situation in different parts of 
the country and in different mission groups. VIe understand that 
quite a group of your workers have had to go to Bogota recently, 
and it occurred to us here in the Colegio Americano para Srtas. 
that there might be a possibility of someone coming to help us 
here on a temporary basis. 

Ruth Davis R.N. who did live with us in the school 
ioup has had to leave in order b give her full time to nurses' 
training and our new clinic v;hich we hope -.id ll be opening before 
long. She was teaching four hours a week ,two of elements of 
nursing and t·wo of child care to the girls in fourth and fifth 
years secondary (tenth and eleventh grade). We expect to have 
nearly fifty boarding pupils 1 iving in the buildmg, as ·rell as 
severa: teachers and someone -vd tl: nursing experience is a very 
valuable member of the staff. 

Would you or anyone 'Ni th sor1e nursing ex·:erience 
be at all interested in coming here for a fev.' months or a year? 
We would be glad to pay travel down nere, board and room, and if 
you wou.ld not be contin1;.ing on regular salar~-, v.e coui.d pay some
thing, say fifty pesos a month beyond boc rd and room, or v:ha tever 
arrangement would seem adequate. ?:r. ~azear said you ·were havinf: 
your general conference early this month, so of course v;e realize 
other plans made by this time. 

If the;re is anyone ',.ho would like to teach Englis 
and Bible, even if she has no nursing experience, v;,~ should also 
be interested, as one of our regular woriee-:..~s is due to leave on 
furlough April ~~. ':'e expect to open school Feb. G, so that VJe 
shal:i. be interested in y ur reaction as soon a:.. ossible. 

Gloria Saavedra and Evalina Cald\\'ell are here 
now, and send you greetings. 

Sincerely yonrs, 

f0~0.1f~ 
~ ... iriam B. ;:-:ictason 



Ea ~ision 5vangelica Euferana en Oolom6ia 
Jhe Oo!omoia 6vange!ica! Euteran JYlission of South cllmerica 

___, __ 
DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

Ap!irtado .Aareo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, S.A. 
F~b. 6, 1950 

Dr. R. A. Syrdal 
4?5 South Fourth Street 
Minne~~lis, 15, 
Minnesota 
U. S. A. 

Dear Dr. Syrdal: 

I am herew1 th enclosing 9 chsrt shewing the proposed budget for our Missicn 
here in rolombia for the ye&r 1950. There ma~ be need for some expl~naticn at least en some 
of the items listed in the chart. I 8ha11 begin by taking the itemos or stations in order 
beginning at the_. top lnd going qown. 

Soeot8 
1. IJ'eacher: 

2. Tr1>vel: 

In spite of the uncertain condition~ existing in this region we hope to 
h, ve school :<lt least ns long ae vte cHn. InsteR.d of making a year ccn
tract with th~ teachers as before we plan tc hire them so to spealk by 
the day on the b:- sis of our regu.lp,r sr:la.ry scale so that they will be 
"J&id fer r,s long as they teach without an~ further bbligE"•tion to them 
on our pert. We plan tc use this system for all our teachers this year. 

The relcn fer the l~rge amaunt budgPted here for this st~;t1on is ex
plainPd by cch:ference E,cticn with regr:rd to wcrk P..nd ccnditicns fer work 
in this st<· ticn. \-.'e thc 11ght 1 t best tc have somecne preferrably a 
Cclcmbia~, bring news from the station rnce a week, either to Tunja or to 
Begot~, sc thet we Cf'n be 1nfcrmed of existi·,g conditions at all times; 
this ~-ccounts for the big share o:f this budget. 

3· The other items under this st<:-ticn I lihink are sufficiently clear withcut furtt.er 
ex-nlanaticn. 

J. "!i'vl"lngP-11st: According to ccnference decision Helen DPnie1scn is to be stationEd in 
'!'Un.18 '-':!i:th 1'i !,T~th,nRJ ?ir1 tc f't~:v with her ~nrl hel1:1 hertf in the \<'ork. 
This budget therefore 1~ fer thi~ pur~s~. 

2. Tr~vel: This budget 11" rFiserl scmF- this ye:ir bPfause Paster Q;uanrud is really 
the st,ticn he1'\d cf the 'Iunja ststicn RnO will plr'n to travel cut 
there qu:te often. 

V Af;u1'tda: 
1. ~ent & UpkeffP: This amr:unt h sc lerge tecRUf'e thf" Ostrems r-len tc flnd a house 

here in Bogota to 1ivE in 2t lenst temporarily. The way dcnditions 
-re dcwn there new it is i:nucssible fer him to live there with his 
family. So if he cPn mP~e ~em~ trips dcw~here he has tc leBve hi 
fP.miJy hPre inl<.cgct6 F-nrl tr:Pt m<kPs it n~=;cessP.ry for them tc hf.!ve 
a house cr apertm~nt cf $Ome kind to live in here. They budgetPd 
fer abcut 7 rocnths for house rent h~re, having in mind their ~ossib1 
fnrlcugh in .Julv C·r A'~st. (Being this is written1ater I ern add 
thf't the Ostrems h~ve secured 'n ~partment fc·r 6 mon~hs at 2?5 nesos 

P. •. me nth.) 

Due to the fact thnt it is !'!O rlifficul t fer a ~issionary to work 
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La AguadR (cont'd) : 

--- we are aiJ.lowi·g for Uattnnal worke_rs down in the Plt.iins, at least one full time 
and T~PrhR:pS two others -part time. This wil1 depend somewhat also on vT. ethere or net we get 
two of the men vorking in the Plains now in to study in the Seminary this year. 

3· Freight: The budget for this item was 400.00 but there was a deficit of 116.?0 so 
we raised the budget to include this ocunt to cover the deficit. A good 
share of this is intended for moving some cf Ostrems' things out of 
La Aguada 1f necessary or if conditions permit more work and even living 

down there they will need this amount to get food do\1fn there, etc. 

:Bogot'; l.Rent and Upke"p: This fund includes budget for rent for tl-10 ho,;ses, one for :Bergh 
(at present the rent on this house is 30C' peeos per mcnth, but 
now it seems they may get another house more suitable for their 
work at )20 pesos per mcnth), and one for the Qnanruds whc &re to 
help :Bergh in the work in ~gota. (The Q;u.anruds now ha.ve secured 
a house at 350 pesos a monthf this house is also unfurnished but 
it is a new modern hou!'\e.). 

2. 'EVP-ngelist: Tn case things work emf thAt way they ulan to have a narish ~rorker 
( a National) to help in the work Bogota also. 

3· Telephone! This budget as in the gudgets of the Institute and Seminary incl
udes n~rt of teleuhone rental. We figure for the station pastor 
in .bo€;ota the !·~issicn pays half of the monthly rental or bil1 

Institute: 

anci for Institute and Seminary one third, l-re pr-;y the rest out or 
our o"rn;>; pockets. 

1. Rent: On same ba~is AS last year. 
2. Furnnttlre rPplacemente: for breakAge by the students, etc. 
3· Other items self-explan~tory. 

Sem,.na.ry:l. RPnt: This large amo1mt includes rent for three he uses• one for the !·~alO.es at 
300 pesos uer month or 3600 pesos a year( onP for the Mendenhalls 
(furnished) at 350 nesos per me. or 4200 pesos per ~ yearf and one for 
the students { we nlan on at least three of them: one singJe and two 
married) r,_t 200 pe~os per mo. or 2800 pesos for the yea.r allowing H sme.ll 
margin fer extras in connection ~ with rent or upkeep. 

2. Literature! This budget is ma.ily for obtaining some rreteria.l as bocks, etc. for 
the use in the Sem. ~~ such as Library,etc. 

3· Miscellaneous: This al1ow~ for extra suppcrt for the students in case their 
b~.sic a11o"mnce does not reach. 

4. Various or student support: According to cxnference decision single studentt a.re 
to get 4C pesos per me. towards their board and clothes besides 
the Y:issi(n supplying them with hous~, paying the light and water 
~nd furnishing scme furnitunF, dishes, etc. fer them. The 
m~J'!'rled couules are to get 4(, pesos eAch f<O!i&, that is, 40 pesos 
uer T,~erson, n"'r ~>.dult And 15 pesos is ~'l 1 owed for f>P.Ch child. 
This will mefln r-l total c:,f ?5 uP~os for P.ach of the T!ll:lr~ied student 
Besides this, one of them accord_ing tc his co~1trArt of Jast veA.r 
for verkin in ?ar-p:>. is 't~P-id his salP.rV on thet basis until the 

~ • J :3 
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first of .August at which tim~ he too will receive the regulRr allc'-mnce for students. 

5· Furniture and 

Special :Budgets: 
1. Jeep: OverhRul: 

r.icense: 
2. Medical: 

3-Emergency: 

4. TrHvel: 

replacements: '!'his sm..'llJ amount is for the purpose of buying 
some small study t0bles Bnd chairs for the students if 
fcund. necessary, that is. if not sufficient can be found 
among those already on hand for the Institute, etc •• if 
there cannot ned;- be fcund any extras any -plta.ce. 

This wil' be the first ~ork of this kind done on the Jeep. It 
is badly in need of it noY. 
Licenwe plates are very expensive here in Bogota. 
Youwil' notive b::v the Financial statflment for the Mission that 
there is a deficit of nearly 3000 pesos in this flxnd; therefor' 
we are including su··ficient in the budget to cover this de
ficiency and a.lsc to allow a little more for medical Pxpenses 
for the coming ypar; we find that even just phYsical checkups 
really count up. say ncthing about operations. Another thing 
we wculd Jike to i<now is 1 hew much is really alJowed the Mission 
towards operations such as the Quanruds had lhis last year. 
'lt!e would appreciate if ycu cculd giv.- us some infcr~tion en 
that. 

A gocd share of the amount on band in this fund is for gifts, 
therefore we need to budget ~re for this fund. In these days 
there are sc many unforese~n tr.ings that come up so it is well 
tc be prepared if possible. 

This incluoes fun<is outside th€ rt;glllnr sta.tion travel 
budgets, including r.~st o7 the moving expen2es for these who 

have to move, etc. ,..,. 

5· Vacationand Furj:ough; 
A big shr:re of this fer vact:ticns Pnd nArt of it is fer 
Ostrems' furlo,lgh trP-ve~tc Miami. '!=l1HnP fares hHve gene un 
tremendo·nsly tee • 

6. Supt. trnvel outside of District: 
Self-explanatDry • I think. 

7. Literarure, Translation and Printing: 
According to conference decisicn the Publication of the Voz 
will be d iscontin~too or suspended, depPnding upon apprcval 
of the Home Ecard. for the ;:-resent at least due to the ex
isti~ conditi(ns thrcughout the field and throughtout the 
country. But we budgeted so mP so that we can cc ntinue to f"P. t 
sorne transl::ction d{lne and &1~ g:Pt mBnuscrints insh2pe for 
publication¢;and if things open up later on to resume 1mb
lication or printing of the 11 Vozli. 

8. Furniture: On hA.nd but scld to thP. ~ission: 
Acc-ord"ing tc the list from the Home Office of Jiasic furni
ture all owed missionaries. severA-l of the missicnarie£; decided 
to sell furniture vhich ttey had P..lready bought to the >1i ssior 
to become !!iss ic n pro-pe:rty. 

• • I Ll 
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9. Ftlrniture: New to be bought now: We need a dining room set being we are moving 

into Eogo~ and the one we had before stays in the Tunja station. 
Qwanruds need some kind of a living room set as they have nothing 
for this purpose. I think according the deftsion of the conference 

from 150 to 1?0 pesos was to be allowed for our dining room set; I 
have only 150 pesos on the budge~. (We have bought the set now and 
it cost 165 pesos. 

I trust that the total figupes are clear without wa 8n7 further expla•ation. Eecause of 
the unsettled conditions economicall~ toopow in this country we deem it best to suggest 
that you figure the amount at the rate of exchange of 1.95, the official rate at the banks. 
The bolsa is still considerabl~ higher but the government is working on cutting out the 
bolsa entirely and putting all the exchange at the rate of 1.95, so it is better to be 
prepared for such a move. 

However we will be paY!ng out salaries and as much of the budgets as possible or advisable 
this first quarter out of surplus funds on hand. ( The tifts listed on the statemente 
for the first ~~rter of this year also will be patd out of the surplus funds). 

We 
Here's hoping that the Budget chart an4 the explanations reach you O.K. this time. 

Mendehhall says that he has sent in the cards for the opening of the account in the bant 
in Chicago. I might mention that we have our Mission account down here in the name of 
the •corporacion Evangelica Andina", but this should not make a~v difference as far as 
the account for the Mission in the States is concerned. 

Sincerely, 

a"""" ~!/) ub-Roy X. Malde 
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Dr. R. A. Syrtdal 

Ea cJYCision 6vangelica Euterana en Golomhia 
Jhe Oo!om6ia 6vangelical Euteran rJtllission of South dlmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

425 South Fourth Street 
!Jinne~polis,15, 
Minnesota 
u. s. } .. 

ne~r nr. SyrdP-1: 
I tru~t th.at· rou have rec--"ived. the r~port cf the Exee. Com. Metting by thiS 

time ,..i th the ~nclo~~»d ~XPlP.naticn. Perh~'PS you hAT~ elsC> by th1 s time rfl!("eiv~d the 
lett~r frem Tfl'd e:rp1aining the "'Crk her!" in.l1cgct~ P-nd scmething mor~ with regard tc the 
f'i tuPtir:nhPrf> in Colombia nov. 

Keeping tht'!~e things in mind therefore you will be eome~Jh~?t -pre'Pared for what is coming 
now. SoJM of us heve been thinki~ along this line fer some time. evf"n b·efore yc>u made 
the trip down here but much more ~ince then in the light of developments. Oonditicns 
have b!"en gro~ing ~teBdily so much wors~ thr:t we all felt that ve should C''11 a S;)eci~>l 
r~nfP,TPn~~ ~nd t~ke ~me definite act!on cno ¥$Y or the other at this ti~e. Especially 
in the 1 ight cf th.- fP..ct thnt the Ik~rd is ~con ml"eting too we "'~nted tc have scmf>thing 
definite if ~~~ible tc -pr-esent tc them t'.t this time. So the reenlt ~~ls a meeti'ng held 
yMterd~y of the whole Cctif€r~nce with the exception c- f O~trem of whcm cr of whose 
"'hPreabcuts ve know nc thing tc d~ te. 

After sc·me oiscu!'lsicn it YN! v( t~ thF't two fnm111es shculd return tc the Sta.te;; as pf'r 
moticn. i'-'1 t~ the CclcmbiRn hf.'h · w('! h~ve and th€ Senoritns who cc.n banele the Ladies' 
¥crk: nnrl the S.S, 'l.<~crk it va~ decid~ th'"t t\trC men. tbf!.t is, missionaries. b~sides the m,').n 
in the In~titu.te ecnld easily handle the wcrk w~ h~ve et pr~s .. nt and even more in c~se cf 
!'<C'mf" eTp:•nsicn here in :Bct!f)t~L I mieht mf!nti<n f;t tl">is pc,int ttl'l.t ccTYH ticns for ¥c,rk even 
here in :EogotR ::;r(!' tightf"ning up ccn~iderl'lbly e~ptocifllly dnce <'>-1 · thb ·~:mblicity Rbou.t us 
!'v''U#'~1icr-1s. Tber~ surely S€"'1!1!>' tn be nc: indicl'ltion oi" ~.ny q)d.ck or rf.<dieal change c-r any 
ether idoo of <>h7::.nge fer the b~tter. One can Sf'nse th~'t ":'V.-.n by tBlldng tc, the Cclcmbi' ns 
oow. Things seem to be jnst te:~ vell in b::..nd by the grcnp in pe;wer ht the pr~sdtt time. Th 
Rol:v Ye1"r hl'ls ne-t hf'lped tc les~en tht pressure <'{':foinst u~ either aeccr<'ir.g to lf,test 
:in"crmr.ticn. Sc in vie,·· cf ~11 the!>e thing$ an{! mcre which I Cf'nnct t:1enti<:n lH're '<-'e felt 
ther€' ~.fMl nc :11 t~rnr-:tivta but tc t;;.;ke this ~ction to hr,ve scme rF.turn to the States at this 
time • 

..:.cccrding to C. ycu w111 nctice thf.t we :::.nd :Eerghs wer~ chcsen to return to thf St~"tes ;'.nd 
tlF·t ccneequently Te<\ "-'OUld bE<come St· tion hMd in Jicgot~. end Cl~er St-c'y of th~ r·'issicn 
tc t~ke J~k's 1-~la.ce. t.rith reg!>rd. tc us I might m~ntic.n thfit cut of a !'CHible 8 votes 
which could be CPl"t ;;t thE": C{ nfer;:;nce 7 vc tf!S c st their vote~ Fnd we rec~ived e.ll 7 votes 
in f~vcr of our gcing he~~ et this time. And pPrh~p$ one deciding f~ctcr in voting fer 
,T.'1('k: f:C' i 11€': hom~ ¥t.lS th' t he de ""S D(> t ht>Vfll hiF f:~111P :O!ld in thl" 1i'gbt of wh...-,t has hr-pnen~d 
it if~ Vf'J"Y, V"'TY dc,ibtJ;r if he -..r11J :r"!"(!eivP it, :>ltho·:r-h the ~11tboritif"S ·;~~111 net ::;t thi~ tj 

te11 him 11}1C.,. 

Tven 1:efcr~ voting en Cfrtain pl"o~le op:ocrtunit.y '"'1'1S giv~n for ;,11 tr:e men tc ex-press ti-.€il 
<roinic ns anc d F.r-i re~. Sc, tll:- t -?s f< r ; s .Ta.ck l'md I ere cc ncern~'·d the d e-cisic·n fc.r us to 
r-;;t,1rn tc th" st~tes , .. a~ P.nd i.t; ccnr:;ll'!t.e1:r • .. ·ith cur crnsent And our F!pnrovHl. 

We t,.Tu]d 11kE> tc r,et hcrr.e in .rune cr t.ho:: firet ;)<-rt cf July if pcs£:ible. Cne T!"t::.f!cn, fer 
curseo1ves,pPr~cn~.l1~. is thnt ,.,e '~-'t''l}(! likt> tc hr:ve r' little time tc Vi!>it our f0lks c-.. nd th• 
f"~t r;orc lyn in schoci this f;ll. She hf's m1£<E<>d c,n~· YF' r of schcol alre:mv. 

I • I 



-?-

A !..nether thil:ng th• t cc;·nes t< m'nd ilt this t':ne iF this, th< t :-·, f'>n EArghr ''nd "'_'e l~:Fve thPre 
-~d.J1 le 58f .,.,l:'!~c~ )P~~ ;-pr <xr.tr cf hcuse r~nt t.c ~-l'ly. 'l'he qnF-~ticn C'ff"e~ up .>tgf'\ir: cf trv:ing 

tr T"'lnt P J.;.;rpt" hcnst'l ;--.c.:re ··entJ·.•cll:v Jccrt"'d fc;:r !"t-·rvic-es l~""!'E' in l'c.:·ctf.. ~"hen'''"'· le·v,c 
thi~ Ct'1ll~ bf' -done. rt;4/ T~d 1<1culd be ~tt: ticn h-:~-d hPr"' th"n t:m1 t'·~:v ccmld lf'>t th("ir 
pl"l'!l?r?Tlt hCUS€ gc, n:· ,,•}•1ch t:~ev t!:·e r<••:1nf:: j)C H';!'('S mc:nth1v; this j~)f CC1~E Cf ···id tc~:rr~'s 
t}·p, :r~>nt of P. l!':rt;e r-·nd 1>ttE•r $:\.turte<5 hcn~e i'nd ~-Prh"r~ 15C' c:r ;:>('C rr•·e, t.hts th"'r~ ,.rcuJc1. sti: 
be ? !lrving en hcuse r'·nt cf' ::,:round Ll{'(' pe!'CS. ;)er , .. c,~th ··nr F·i. the tF m!l tim!" f'E<rvicE>s ccu}d 
b~ he1r 1"'11Ch l"'('r.., pr<'fit:-:'bJ.~r [,Fre h :.:,•eta. ,t.<; ::tit, th"'· <t~l'ticn ir· {,rir:g frc:r: 1s.d tr 
1•rcrf:'e .. having l"~rvite"'S in th~ :rn~tih1.t.e. .Tt1~t ir: thl" ~f<"t fE>'~-' '·'P~>k~ rr.r<~"· '?ecrl~ hcve ccme in 
frc!"! ~·r-ca, Ceruv ... tc:- •• tT·f''' hP--ve ccr.1P k ~>E>rvirt-'S in thfl' I:r:st. c nc~ c:r t1··ice rtnc tLen hPVP 

drc-rmf"d c1tt, W(:> :t:ev"' f'n1n~ c11t "l~t·'r, tc ~·f:"pnr1 t"b.., 1 r-:ree .i~r..,sbvtf'ri·'n c!Fn·ch 1:<-•re in tP·-·n • 
. A:ny nnmllf"r cf c,,r p<>o-nle :~r., ;:tt endint; tL· t church hrre new. .It b b~d PflC~tgh or h.c..ro E>'!1t11gh 

tc tr:r to rePch n~·' on"'f' nc;.,· t but ~·hen we se!': c:r cwn r/r..P/ people 1efving 'ls Jike u,:..:t it 
~et=:llv hurts. So I thin< it "-'c-uld. be~ fine ice'": if 'It:d cou.J.d get a ::.c~re~ hc':se l"\Cre cf'ntr<'l';t 
Jcc>"tl"<1 P.nn suitP'h1e fer cb;pel. Vf' bcVF: :r·r:scns tc 1:.-elievP. th· t •:Je ccnld r~medy tr.~ 
ri tu"':ticn ~<',,..~,h::,t : t j ~est. 

E'T'hf'ps 1 shculd FJ ec t~Fnticn th'<t th"' Semin: ry- is C"c·mpletely cut fC'r tlis Yf'l'lr, the <"tu<iE>:nts 
!rc"'l the PlF.in~ h· e net cc::-:e up '"'nd nc wrrd frcm them. 'Ihere is ;o r•.<tl '''<-'r e;c ing en dotn ther" 
nc~·'· l'r:~ide~ \Jf' !'1'~ -.uttine rf.'l1U"'t'I:.ic;~ tc '"crk. 1·'e LC'C~ tc give Up tl,E hC1lSF in ;..rrich he i~ 
~iving new. en ,,.,tjch w~ ~r€ r) Yi:ng ?(( :;JP-SCS mcnthly and will try tc ""'cure one out i·'· the 
t!•rrios scmeplt>ce which '!Jill ccst ccnsidPrrobJv less. 

':::,y I ~Uf.:?"~>t tee thrt. if th~ :Burci sc sef'~ fit ~_.,_,.hflps th.;,y ~culd ju~t seen apdv the ')(C' 
dc1 1.,crs gift "·t> rer:'"ive~ f-c.rn ;rt. Vernr11 on cnr t:·r,VF1 heme, ~~-thr-·;gt. I !'lu··''O>'t": it "'t':1c1 CC'H'' 

C''}t t'i:t- ~rm~ if ~"C'1 f";w'1~r" it h the r;eonP!"'J C'dc,.,bi·n ?ucp•t r-r.f 'l?r>!' rtr"''!" f11!!01" tr- t.r-"L:-r-> 
ec·:r"" ('.f" C'HT t!'P.V~l. 



;BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 l F A. s y R D A l • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA# TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 #CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado Aereo 49-80 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Rev. Malde: 

March 6, 1950 

I have received two letters from you dated March 1st and one dated Marc."'' 2nd .• 
The letters have caused me a great deal of sorro, . ..r and it is vri th a heavy heart 
that I am l\Titing to you. I am writing to you however with hope. 1-!y ho1)e is 
that some solution may be faun~ so that the work ca~ continue, this solution 
to be made jointly by the Board and by the Mission. 

1-fu.tters as serious as uresented in your letters can..~ot be handled by me per
sonally but can be handled onl:' at a regular nE>eting of the Board of Foreign 
Missions. The next meeting Nill be held in the middle of ?.fay. I am however 
hoping to call a few of the Board members toge~~er that I may consult with 
them, hesitating to take any steps myself because of my lack of authority 
in these matters. 

There is one thing that stands out before me very clearly, and that is the 
mission need and mission resnonsibility for Colombia. The Mission Board has 
recognized this responsibility b:,• accenting thE> r1ission field. The mission
aries have also recognized this oy acce-oting a call to serve on that field. 
This res':lonsibili ty cannot be abrogated by either party sharing the res-oon
sibili t;.r without serious consequence. I trust therefore that some solution 
may be reached so that the present crisis in our mission in Colombia may be 
overcome and that a solution may be reached for going a"''ead. 

I hone that the results of any drastic action at the uresent time may be re
consi~ere<i and carefully '"i thdrawn before definite action is taken. I have 
therefore today sent you the follo,,ing cable: 

11 POSTPON'~ ALL CONSIDEBATIOU CURTAIIJ-!ENT MISSIO}I PROGRAM 
UNTIL COVERilm LETTER ARRIVES." 

If the wrong action is taken at this time it ~; ver.: well mean a serious 
blo\'! to the nission vrork, from "'~'"ici1 it will be slow to recover. Meanwhile 
it may ::1ean that many peo:Ple that may -be won for Chril:t will not have the o::o-
1)ortunity of hearing the Word of salvation. I an the:refore rec:.uesting th~t 
you dela:r all action on your nart or on the ryart of other missionaries either 
in reference to the nission as a \'Thole or c_uties vli thin the mission U..'1til this 
matter ca11 be thoroughly investigated and tho-ught through in ho:Pes of finding 
a suitable solution. 

Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Or. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recordin<;~ Secretary 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Or. J. R. Lavik 
Or. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P. M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Hau<;~an. Field Representative 



,. 2. 

In- reference to fii¥ing up homes alreaf~ rented in Bogota, I request defin
itely that this be7~one at this time. I think that the a~uroach to the 
ouestion of curtailment of exuenses on the field ~trould_ be that the mission
~ries study the "~<Thole matter ~arefully and then submit a report. T'nis report 
can show the conseouences of curtailment \tnth a definite ~lea that the Board 
assume responsibility for the larger budget t~an original-ly suggested in order 
to keep the necessary work going. As I have assured you in previous letters, 
some additional money \1ill be available because i terns budgeted for Stenberg 
will not be used this year. We also pledge ourselves to go the limit in at
tempting to secure full financial aid for all needs on the mission field. 
It is therefore very possible that throughout the year we will be able to 
raise the a~ount necessary for the full program. Naturally however, the 
Board felt that it could not guarantee the full amount a~d asked for the 
reduction. If this reduction is unreasonable in light of our responsibil-
ity I can assure you that not only I but the Board as well, will do every
thing possible to make alterations of budgets for 1950. 

As to possibilities of service, we have tried in every case to back up the 
mission conference in its decisions. I believe we have given you suuport 
in every step you have taken along the way. ~~is suuport is of course de
pendent upon the gifts that are received from our suuporting groups. I 
hO})e therefore that you \rlll not consider it to be a lack of support on the 
uart of your Mission Office or the part of your Board in case of financial 
difficulties that may suggest a curtailment of program in some directions. 

Again concerning possibilities of wor~. I would like to suggest a possibil
ity again that has prov::m sui table in many countries and has also been tried 
vri th sone success in Medellin. T:J.at is a concerted atter.rot to make contact 
with the student groups at universities and other higher s~~ools in order 
to bring them together for Bible study classes. I believe that it is im
portant at this time in Colombia for the building of the Kingdom of God to 
hold on as lo:1g as God gives us an open door. I believe that if ,.,re use the 
opportunities that "'e have in these da;rs there vill be a rich blessing. I 
do ho,.,rever thi!U: that we '-rill possibl? need to be nliable and seek for nevr 
a-:Jproaches and avenues of missionary service. I am sure that you are find
ing nossibili ties even in this day and hope that all of you r::a:r find it nos
sible to remain in service in the Kingdom of God anci t:!lat your stay will be 
fruitful for the building of His church. 

Please consider this a.'1 o.,..,Bn letter that may be shared Hi th the other mission
aries. I ima . .-;ine they are alreacly a\orare of the crisis. 

My sincere greetings to all of you. 
ombia ,.;1 th mu~lJ. prayer in these days 
Name might be glorified. 

RAS:hh 

Let us co1::.sider the ;JOssibili ties in Col
that we :::ight do His ;.rill and that His 

Sincerel:r ::ours, 



-BOARD OF\ ~REIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANG~LIGALLUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYROAL. EXECUTIVESECRETARY e ; 1 

425 SOUTH FOURTH~IM,ET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA s TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 s CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Roy K. Malde 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia 
South America 

Dear Rev. Malde: 

March 14, 19.50. 

AIR MAIL 

I wish to thank you for your letter of March 9th. By this time you have re
ceived my tele~ram statin~ that I am planning on coming to :Bo~ota to meet 
with you at the earliest possibility. At present I am hopin~ to leave here 

on Wednesday mornin~, March 22nd, arrivin~ in :Bogota on the 23rd. I am 
booking return passage from :Bogota on March 31st, arriving back here in 
Minneapolis on the first. This is according to decision by the Emergency 
Committee of the :Board that met recently. The money for this trip is being 
taken from our general emergency fund for Foreign Missions and, therefore, 
is not touching any funds allocated for South American Missions. 

Because of my proposed trip I do not think I need at this time to try to 
answer the many questions in your recent letter received. There is one item, 
however, that I would like to mention. You ask how things might be chan~ed 
so suddenly as far as possibility for more money is concerned right after 
the Board meeting had decided on $15,000.00. We have just received $4,000.00 
as a gift for the running of the Institute in Bogota. For that reason when 
I cabled money out to Mendenhall according to his cabled request,We are basing 
the budget for $19,000.00 instead of $15,000.00. This, of course, is tem
porarily arranged in this way until we can see other developments. Any 
additional gift of that nature will naturally make it possible for us to ex
tend the work and extend our support for that work. As indicated in letters 
already sent we are doing our best to bring up the contributions for South 
American Missions and naturally will allocate to you all that comes in until 
the necessary budgetary expenses are met. 

My trip to Colombia is, of course, dependent on getting a visa. I will, there
fore, cable you as soon as definite word has been received from the Colombian 
Consul. I would suggest that if I arrive on the 23rd, that a conference might 
be called for the 25th. It might be good to have one day to check with American 
consular authorities and with other missionaries as to possibilities for the 
future. My purpose would be to think together with you through the many possi
bilities of carryi~ on the work in the light of present conditions in Colombia. 
Please pray that God may guide us in all things that His will may be done and 
that His Spirit may give us fellowship to~ether that shall be of blessing to 
each one of us 

ras:mh 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary 

Sincere greetings in Christ, 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS Of THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHU H 

Dr. J. R. lavik 
Or. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P.M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 



Rt~!v. Roy K. Mal de 
Apdo. 25 
Tunja, Boyac a 

Dear Brethren: 

/Vfissionary Sociellj _ 
Apanado Nacional 164 

Apartado Ac!reo 1141 

_111edef!i,, Co/0111bia 
~(arch 24, 1950 

Greetings in the wonderful name of our lord ~fesus ~hri st. 

It will no doubt surprise you to learn th-':lt I received a communication last 
Tuesday from the Ministry of. Gorreos and 'J'elegrafos reR;arding the license for 
tarifa reducida dfor our Awora :mgazine. Hc.e·J'?!', this did not come tous 
directly, but through a minor off:icial, or rather, an employee in the post 
office here in Medellin. It was an order that came from the Minister himself 
ordering the cancellation of thjs J icense, due to the fa~t, I quote~ "'Jue la 
revista no tiene ningun caractf~r publico ni interes general''. 

As you can all see, of course, this is a very flimsy excuse, and ms no basi1s in 
the actual truth of the rmtter since we have been enjoying the privileges of this 
license every since 1945, and the license was conceded to Aurora under the· same 
conditions that it is now operating. In other words, our :!Bgazine has not changed 
general complexion, but of course, this is just another one of those ef.forts to 
squeeze us out. 

In fact, we were told by competent nersons at the post office that this was net 
based upon facts and reason, and that it was unnecessary, so that we know tmt it 
is a rm tter of discrimination. 

We have decided to place this in the Rtands of the Executive Committee, and I pave 
sent the communication of. this to~ther with the official conmunique fran the MinisteJ 
to Brother Washburn and .Mrs. Lowe. I do not know how much Brother Washburn is going 
to be able to do with it, since he is le11ving next week, but perhaps 'Jrs. Lowe will 
be able to put this in the hands of a lawyer since that was advised us by neop le 
in the Administration here in 'J~t~!dellin. So we will see what will ha qlen. 

I krow that you brethren would be s-reatlv intere3ted in this since, it seems to us, 
to btl! one of th cse steps towal'ds the suppression of the evangeli-cal press, or at 
least,· pu}:>lications. We feel th3t it is of gre'lt tieed for pra~r and althrughtitr 
could have disastrous results for cur oublication and ministry, yet we !.:"now that all 
things work together for good to them who love the Lord, w h:> are called according to 
His mrpose. 

"I might say that in a v~ry r!"!narl~able and singularwa,v, the very day th;'}t. the magazine 
was affectwd by this canaellation we started re~eiving letters of at:'oreciation and new 
subscriptions which seemed to be a si~ from the Lord thay He w:mts the magazine to 
go on an::l have it's rnjnistry. 



)age 2 

Recently our Field Executive Committee decided to make an offer to the E.M.O.C. 
regarding the creation of the Aurora as a natimal evangelical magazine. We have 
drawn up a complete draft of a plan, and this has passed through Brot.her Waahbum• s 
hands, as well aa Yrs. Lowe's, with tll!ir subsequEilt approbation, b~ dte to this 
recent difficulty, we have felt it best to carry on the magazine as a Kiasion wntil 
we get these difficulties ironed out.. Later, if the Lord so leads, we will place 
before you the draft of the plan we had in mind. At any rate, you mi&ht be thinking 
of the general idea, and by that time we might have something ccnstruct.ive. 

Now, another issue that> seems to have real potential value in it. We here in the 
Intetamerican BiblekSeminaey have seen the need through these few short years in 
which we have been established of a mre standardized accrediting systeia among 
our evangelical Bible and Theological Schools in Colombia. To that e.xtaat I ha-. 
just written a letter to all ot the Directors of' the various institutes asking them 
it they are interested in getting together to see what can be done about. standarizatioz 
which muld in effect facilitate the transfer o t credits of the students from one 
.institution to another without causing the loss of time or unnecessary duplication. 

There might be amthe:r value in such a meeting, and that would be that w might 
effect a closer cooperation which would eliminate unnecessary duplication. 

Thank you thus for your prayers and interest in the matters that I have mert.ioo.ed, 
and may God• s abundant blessing be upon each one of your iDrks. 

WAG:~ 



e, 

AU se~.i.Sio:ia were opened with devotions o 

,· •.. :1r~ R. ~~yrd:.~J r:av·J a meditation on the morninr; of the 27th., 

'!'he af'~''''1'l.<:•on clcv<'tLms \'fo ... q conducted by Theo, !Jcndcmhall- and Johan :kret 

l;" '.lbc c·_,:J.'(n·unc, Co;~.r.union :~o.,.·vico wa.:; hold on L~ar·ch 30th ·,.ith Joium borGh in dtFn•t::o 
~mu Dr. 1L Cyrdal brin~;ing the messow.e,, 

~~ ., <:'.:1gelism 
~·-~,,_,..,.,..-~ 

A Vc.too Uw: T. !!endantu1ll bP. r-aspon!1ihla for evaru:r,eHt.tic wor in ~>oeor.s.r. k ' II 

;3 ,. Vot-ad t.hat. lf seminn~y ls not norrl~cted Ro Walde join in th& evangelistic ¥iO'!'k of Bo1:,ot;;. ~-

C ; ·'v\1hd that tha personnel occupied in evnngttlistic work in Bogota conJtitut8 a 
C:~tt-ee for co-omi.natinl!. and plannine that work,, 

.·L Vott'd t.hnt R. ltald~ be reaponsibl" for the Seminary if it is fowld advizaU.-9 to 
coii<.luct. thn ser::ina.ry~ advisability to be det,ermined by th:< Ex:l)cut.ive Co;:J:I~ittoe, 

'f~" Vot<ed thnt th·~ 'Sducation COl:linittee investip,ate the possibilities fur '·' scLool fCir, 
orirre education of the rdssionary' childrt".n .;md report to Co.rtf,!rence" 

Lit,or~-tt.-.lre ......, ___ .. ___ ~~'(:lw 

h- Vr.>ted that J,, · ~-.ll;; .a..'ld JoA" Beryh be ar-pointed as a co:-u.rl.Liee to :~nve.;t!t;~tu t..hc 
re;~istl'~l.tion of the 11 ;/oz" un<l that if p~blicatio:1 :lS neceu3~W/ tc maintain tile 
regi.<Jt.ration a mimew;'raphed etli t:i on bt) ptblisrwd 1.i' fo:tnd advit~able, 

;L. Voted that tht;l itt".ms 11 E" and 11 F11 (un<lf:'~'' r'inruw~ and }ropt:!rty in th~ Utim~t··1d of t.ho 
I/50'-a. .. m'.tul confTP'encn) be a.pr:rovoo bv th~! eanfernnce and that they be rt~riored b 
t.tH-" Board·> 

Jj" Voted that a furniture <:ormnittee b:::: e.r-!·>>int.ed by th&~ chaimanou ~,., . r. The follo~H~g .;nra ./ 
appoi:1ted t Johan :J0.r~;h~ chrtinnan; fl ... hn Danielson; .P.nd l'hoebo Gt•am~Jd-

~iotod that the act:Lon takt::n to approve the item!' nB~' and 11 (' 11 (sc~··• a~ovc} .md r·efr;t• 
Uieill1t.o th11 :1o<:~.rd br, rescinded •J 

!': · Voted t· ·at the· same personnel which cc·.~wtitut,MJ the D;:,~;ota E:vurtG•:! :~ ::r,ic C .:,.,.,ILi.' t~;i 
cons't'itutus a cnr..rnit.tec to invest:! [.~ate t!:e buildin~ and property n··~®d~> in. BO(~O~fl. 
auJ rorot~t on tho best possible Mlut5.onan 

A, '•'otad thc.t. Hvrman ~uellor's salary be ~-ll$ 000 UoSo Monthly a..'"ld a wm~king .allowance· 
U}~ ~50 peeos lllOnthJ.y t.1th his hou::1e r•<:nt paid directly by the mi~HdOL,, 

:.!cnclenhall that tho- sale of mission furniture in Chiscas brmJ.elit. 

C ·. Voted tl!nt the r•:.li'Ol"t ou sale of fu"'niture in Chiscas be accepted and the money be 
iliu.O:e' availahll'l to the l'umituro Comrnitteeo 

IL Di'o f,)"Y'(lal conveyed ~r.reetinrrs from thfl Board of P'oreign Misaiansa 

E. ~~uperlntendent 'toy t:alde expre~sed the gratitude of the Conference for Or.) Syrdal'.s 
p-rear.nct:J and advice and asked him to convey Conference greetinP,s to the hoow: l~ard, 

f' ., \';,:~ted that~ the Conference be adjuruedo 
~-~ 

-
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AU .A'l'T~:F'l'. To str.wARIZ8 m PROBL~s AND ·IJe ...... ,· 1 / a e-n? SOLUTIONS 'I".'HICH ARE BB:F<.ft& US. , . 1 :; v ~ 

------------------------------------------------------------~~-----------
PllOBLDI II 1 · 

Not so aauch a pt'Oblem of how llUCh we caa do as how IIIUCb we ought to doo 

REASOIS 
";,'hereas we might be able to do quite a bit, that which we do might be just the activit)r which wil1 
b~ing down upon th~e .maa we contact the expected severe persecutiCD 11'1.thill perhaps a year'o 

IVIDOCIS 
l. J.:o~'t people believe the Gov• t Will clallp down 8Dd Catholic tanaticiam will mem •hard11 o 
2. Attlocitiea and pel"aecut.iOD al.l'88dy kDOWAo · 

•· )o Letter we have 1Dd1catiug their 1Dtent1cmso . 
4o· Sane ·have felt 1i be~t.<tp· that they are ~ •ainglecl out" as being aY&Dgelicals DOWo 

Ckl The Darke.,- Side 
CCIOIBill'S 

1. !Hnce t.be activity cameo f-rom us towal"d t._., 
:t;e ~uld be 'rflSponaibla fo.T" bringing upoo th• 
bcliev·.·rs or contacts that. lr'hich ca.ea. 

:!9 1lany of th~ people do not know as well u we 
· i:!•at the consccru'3ncos might be. 

·. ho That woud, howcve.,., necessa-rily mean we wollld 
. · be r·~lievetl of the problem and responsibility 

only towa'l"d t~I'Jrl'! "'ho consent afte,.. knowledge 
and 'Y>OUld ~t1.ll leaye us responsi~le ove,.. 
&.:!airl.tlt · 9'! 11 othe~"~ ~<O contact o e··· 

<k1 The Brighter Side 

). If they were made to underst~ tho 
possible consequences and st.Ul ¥~lsh lllb.ldcm 
activit)" that would relieve ur.- of: the 
responsibilityo · 

So If our continued work could l'wlng sorw to 
Christhbefore the expe~ted perse~~tioA IT. 
IS B.;;TT·~~ THA.'r Tf-ltrr :;r:OULD K'lvo·· . CP.~IfiT AND 
':UFT~~ "rfl AN LIVE F"'f!::~ •.· ITHOUT fli~ ~ ~ •. Ou-r f.'ission histo'7 indicates that conversi.ona 

do not c~e rapidly and just now the times teem 
to prosent. a f,1l!'"th')T' n tnde,..ance w.,i.ch might mean 
OUl" sctlvitr wOtild ~esult only in the care of 
tho prosont Christians and b,..1.!w do-..n trouble 
U}·O'l thr~ others. 

7 .There iB a possibllit)" thttt, the times L~i~hi, 
drive men ~o .Ch"rist, howl'lver, thus making 
for us a ve~ fruitful ministry through 
continut¥1 WOJ'"ko . ' 

Bo'l'he-re ia also th' J.10r:sibllit7 thBt o :ly tha 
true Christians \\OUld suHar while those 

9o Then the question remains, is it f&ir to the 
Chl"istians to caM')" on with t- such activity 

·as ., ~ght make thoir future· moJOe sevel'e 
1 

whereas 
we kno\,. that, whlle it wOQ.).d undoubtecUy bo a 

otho~ contacts ~bicb we endangeT' by continued 
action cart slip back ~to sa!et)" b)" "protest111g:n 

help to their Ch'l"'iGtianity if we coUld continue 
to ~tre~then ·thea, God is able to sustain them 
without us, Fnd ,r,er-haps thei,.. quiet life 'llithout 
.our a~tivity would.enable ·th~m to.live peacefullyo 

' .. ~ 

1 lOo If 't4e consideT'ed it bette"" to leav'l the 
p~esent cr..,.tstians to live peacefully~ we 
might still ca~~ on anoth~r activity toward 
th, saving- ot others,. o'-'nBi·!oria~~ t,h;.;t t~Jis 
"e~clq~~vew actton W~Jld not ~rict&nr,~,.. the 
Chri.sti$.11& 11 but would possibly E{i ve to others 
a savinR Christ tor' Whom it is \'.Ol"t!t 
sufferingo As fo,.. those whom such act.ivity 
~m1ld cor.t~et Who d~ not e~cept .Christ, 
perhaps thet~ -~:Uffe~lnr, hero should not be 
so much our conceT'Do 

.POSSinLE SOLUTIONS TO T"IS 
P!fORL1!:11 

( s'ee paqe 2) 



par:e 2 

PO .SI llZ SOLUTIOUS TO 
f~lJDL~ fl 1.·. 

PLA.N I 1 
( 10t :;o~~3 ·a,..ilY in pY"~fH ... •mca) 

:.': ;;·;·: ··::.~ ' ,l.::·:r:l'l'L> r~ ; CtJTL r:'l'~LY LAID ASIDE 
. a~· · ... :- r: :" ·,· ·;•,rt ··~r A · ''UCH AS TH~ CONTACT 
:.': 11' : .FV\-. .~·:n 'Y'··fA!l'I~.:.,,· IN O~D'f.!"'l Tf!/.T 

; :<ll' :1-:··; ·;:\U :; . \P n:"'S!::CUriONo 

':'~:·!1~' · l'l.r~ 8~ ·uiD A::IDE? 
l u :~ O""'i tens o 
'2. c..,L.l.in~, n:<.cept 'inas'llUch as it can be 

Jl'i&cl,, to apl,O&'l"' soc~alo 
).., /lny ;:mil t:onta.ct e1thot• th'I"'Ugh the 

"Vov" or othorwi"oo 
4~'~ All or~::<n1~at1onal act.ivities such as 

)"''"J.tlt! pe ·)ple' s 1. <..'t"k or ladin6 e work. 
5. Tho L"lr• ti tue 

tw.;· :·r~:rr .. ~. ~~.,~ on? 
1 o J,. · !' ";Idriil"'1 (fUiotii • 
~ ~ :.i U)rature work 
3., :·chool fo" r.~t·.:·ion children 
l~o ?*i '• •. '~: ?1,'1,77~/? 

co· ~~:::r.rs 
1. 'l'i·is •:01tltMntii:; moun that sr:me should 
a f'() home on 1'urlough nov. 
W V.liile t.'·h 1I'J ()ont;rary to mission teal and 

tho desire for activity ana fruit in the 
.Loro' s sorvice, it 'lioulrf be none in consid
eration fo,.. U:ose whom r<e ~ight bl"'ing 
111.rr•:.,...,.,ution .upon. It \, 'uld be r.lone in tho 
mo.,..:• cont~a"'"Vative int.,..,..p ... ~tation of the 
various oooment& on t-nv.a l, ~onsidering 
·th '1 peret>cv.t ion qni to ce.,..tain end &oon, 
trL<i i.hn roosibilities fo ... eonv':'!rsion in 
t:H:. r.tOanti.J:le slighto 

) • It . .1,.tld aot neconsaY"ily be time •aetad Rncl 
t'i :ht Ovon b<J t·1r.r.inatcd bv tho dooyos 
or-n~in:-; fo" woY"k tW:tin, altl,oueh the· very 
accn~'tz:o.l'lCe of :ucl: t• rlan ••:>nld ~>~ on 
adt:''t:s 1 vra of tl"lc• m1l1kelyhood of t.· d.nr,s 
cl:•:m ·in_... fo.,. +,h~ botteT' soono 

fW I 2 

THAT otr ACTiv~TY. CONTINUE BUT B~ LI~TKD 
l:-1 LIOHT OI• Tin f'l70:U.i~· ADVA~lC'2Do 

:s:HAT l!:OfTLD B'e lll.'l'l'ED? 

lo O:'lly tho more pY"omising contacts ifould 
be the objects of OUT" activityo 

·2 0 Se"'Vioea be held, but upon the (iesire of 
the people aftoT" they have been infonasd 
or the poseibl9 persecutiono 

) 0 All other con"'l"egational activities on 
the same basis but not."ling to be dono 
in ~ over~ obvious roq o 

4., TbA "Voz" fo,.. the time bein~ snspendod., 

V.rV. T ; ·rm:r 1~ CA ".1U~D ON !J!YOifoJ 
THAT Li!;!rl'IONED M>OVE? 

1. The Se!!!'i'iBJ'7 • ..,quictlf -
2., FocsiblY th9 Inntitute ••• quiotly 

u .. Tbat might mem sel~~cting only ;~ fEJWc 
b. If not it ·.,ould hr,ve t,o he JUad.o a:; 

incon;:;picuow; as l'o::::oiblco 
)o• Lite~ar.y ~ork 
4 School fO-r' L.i· :-:tona'!"'Y child~ooo 

CO::l':El~TS 

lo !his might b'~ a more satisfactory plan 
f'inC!l it noes not Y":>.strain us f,..om 
b!"ir.jing the messa.;e of Christ to other3, 
nor f,..om stT'engthAning Ytith G<Xl' 8 "ord 
and our fellO'Mship thm>e t-ho nrn GhristiW'l~ ,, 

2 • .lt lL·?. Sf'.r..~ t.iJDe it uO')G mak~ us so:r,awhat 
nnnotico'1ln nnd inactive so as to 
minimi&G th·~ ~ot;sibility of our clra\'lii)g 
do~n persecution both upon our believers 
and u~: on the larP,e number of contaat:; ',\c 
not~ hav-: who likely \'~ould uot ucc ·JIDe 
Ch,.i5tian in .the near future. 

) • It is based on the "b,..i:~hter aide" commont~> 
on par,e 1., 

Mot so II:Udl a .problem of how much W'! ·oug-ht. to do as hOVI much ·v;e can doo 

'ltF.ASOUS 

-h0 El Cocuy and Chi$cat~ regio.u has been t&kon ,·rv:er by Consenatives through extreme 
per~Jeoution of the Liberals nnd Evcngelicala making it i.Jnpossible .to 'Y\Ol'k or live thet•e, 

2o The Socota region11 ll'hile .cala just n<nr, 1s BUM"!!unded ~ that sme tn>e of ·C.on~er.vativi~l~;, 
and has in the past b."en subject to ant.i-protnstant "attentions"". 

J" La Aguada ie aimilarq in dan~erou::1 ~t017o · · . 
4o The rest of tht.' Plainl are now .h&T"bol"i.il,g "rebel" a~ies and our preaence ther~ migM, cause 

us to be tioo up with ret>el activities and result in the expuloion of us all: i'rOUJ th~ cowtt'l· 
;:., The ••voz11 has lo:st most of its reac:Jers throuth th~ migration to, oth~r t=arls ancl the. 

b• o:;sihilit·.· o! send~ it th,..our,h to t!to::e 'l"'emainina in Boyaca 
Go Tlp Iru.:tituto bas. like~ lout moot. of it::'st.udents for tinRAcial ~&t1Sons on t~ni.r part 

sine·< so llallT have lost· evP-ryt"·.in!l through the por::;ncutiono . · 
7 (' The In~ti tute would havP. a problem of. rosponsibili t7 for all stud on~ that did corae 

1n the CUll Of a rovolutiOD or atrf Othi')J" ·cil"CUJISt&JlC·' which v;ould CaUS~l US to leav~~ ... 
"' Thi:.~ .. ould hn tl'Uo even if the· parents W011ld say that theT v.ould ~aK·" all r~:3potibibilityo 
ur. 'runja has bo4Nl a qu(\:>tion mark and it. has lll!!'m Mdd that no m.en or fami.lion should' ~-:turn t-heco . 

I' Ill <ttl 3 



p&.e~ J,, 

PO.S3I•1LE SOLUTIONS TO 
Pl?Oi.3L~ II 2 

PLAN fi l 

l'tt.;t. ·. :: A '1~ f"ttZ!JAtrl'!OUS IN RBENTE~I!IJ 
~- Y!:~ri or· ooUBT (> 

I;; ·. !!J.'l' .,cULD 'l'H:;:::;r: p·~ECAUTIONS 
GO~~~;IST? 

1 ... - !l. C!>cu,y anu Chisca.s not rec12Pied 
;z.., •]4 A:-;ua.da not- -r-eoceupiedo 
.3 c Tho plains reoccupied only where 

ti:t~ ~t.rcbc1:;" are not looatoo, or 
£K~r·:tapa wot-kad l;7y n:1tionals ,..athor 
tb~ mis~ionarieso 

lo Tho Institute be limited in sf)Ua8 

"Uc.J' .n to roduco tho responsibility 
5" S~<>t.a not reoooupiod as long au the 

ttitu,ttion politic;ally spoald.ng at least 
relltai.fw the Sc.imeo u othnt ic, Wait -for 
pore securit7~ · . 

G, Tunja reoccupied bT Sei4orl tuo 

1 .. Th<ls,:; placoe ·,;h:h:b a--r.:t --reoccupied 
lle .•'orked to the .f'ulltt.st eatent 

-..;.ossibl•J vithout endanr,ering the 
_..ives of' tho~e carrying on th,:! ~vorko 
;;: o The Ins t! tute ca "TY on a full p'r"Og~am 

for r.uch as can cameo Perhaps full . 
becu will .be ne~oB~!u7 .. 

J , Th~ tieuti.u. ry ~ 
:.t Literaey ·o.ork.; 
:J,J ~gota ~orko 
6._. Bo~ota bnn·io -,.orko 

PLAN I 2 

THAT WE CA~RY ON A FULL P!OG1f.All AS 
BOLDLY AS POSSIBLE,) 

IN WHAT WOULD TTTIS CONSIST? . 

lo lioat l1keq not returning to eithe,. In Cocu;y 
or Chiaoaa since that appears more 
"foolba1'"d7" than 11bold" o 

2 o .Returning to Sooota 
) o lteturning to Tuoja 
4o Returning to tho Ple.in& 
So Continuing in .Uogoti. And BalTioeu 
6o OpeniDg ·Iust1tute and Semir:aa17 

Caa.ENTS . 
lo Socota woUld most likoq have· to be reoccupied 

1:17 Seiloritas and -without ~tiona.l hclpo · 
To seQd nationals there now would be very 
risky business and would place a big· 
Y"esponsib111t7 upon the misslono 
To soud· men there would be similal"l)" ..-f. sky,._, 

2 o We might be so bold as to send a family to 
'1,\mja" alth_ough t}-1s is very quest,ionable<.l 

3o 'Returning to th•,) Flains would not neca~&3 .. ily 
mean t~ La Agu.ada o 

llo ~eoccupation of these areas. would also 
mean, mor.t likely, thn reppening of th~ 
day schools nG~t y~aro (ferhaps thi~ in 
possible in th " "oeuy region also) 

/}ufhor- z? . . 

I 

• 
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CEUiOSA SPECIAL co·:rrn~~NCE 
Bogota, Cundinama~ca 

Colombia, s. A • 

May 8, 1950 

I. The se~sions we~ opened with devotions lead by 'ftev. ~. l.ialde and 
Rev. J •. :·alla. 

II. Two letters refering to the present situation of t::-.e evangolical missions 
in ColcT""bia we,.."' read. One was from 'Rev. Lazear in explanation of the 
P,.eshyt,.,rian action taken in the States recently in reportin& the 
condit~.ons 1n Colombia a~n the oth~r was f,..OII Clyde Taylor in V•'ashington 
D. c. also in l"Pfe,..ence to th~ conditions as a r~sult of the P.,.esbyte·M.an 

action. 

III. Rev. IJendenha11. re)'.orted, as chairman of the Evan:N3lism Cormni ttee in 
Bogota, on the present activities anct the possibilities here. 

IV. Miscellaneous 

A. Voted that Johan A. lj<>rP,h he i.ncluded in tho. voting me};lbership of 
the mission. 

B. Voted that two ! amilies return to th.o States in light of the 
----- conditions in Colombia and the b~rplus manpower for the present 

work or the :-..ikcly future work on the field. 

c. Voted that \>e vote on two members to return to the States. 

:?.esults (the i'ollov1ing •·•ere c::osen to return to the States) 
1. Rev. Roy Malcle and fai·nily 
2. ~ev. Johan ~"T"I?h and family 

D. Voted that, !!"3v. Theo. Mendnnhal become th~ Bor:ota ~tati.on hea<l ••tlen 
Rev •. Ber!!h leaves. 

E. Voted (unanil!lously) thnt -q,w. Olger Qumrud become thP. Uission 
Sec,..eta"'Y when ~Pv. Be'r'gh leaves. 

F. ~;oted t.ha.t tll<:' Executive Co:r.rnittee be aut.· orl~ed in; thr> Confe.,..ence to 
act upon furloughs if necessa7 fo- tlE~ balance of this year. 

G. ':oted thnt the mission Superintendent p:;) as an obseY've- to the meetin~ 
or the Confede-:--acion Evanrelica de Colotr.bia in June. 

H. Voted tr1c-.t we recor.;menci to the i oregin I.:iss·~on ~oard tl:at -recOtom~ndation 
he, ma'le to the Lut)~er-an . orld Federat~on t';c:t i-l-;'l"'!:lan 1.iuelle-r be 
tr'ansfe...,..ed to Venezuela. 

I. 7 oted tlt<. t th-": CrmfP.rence OR a<ijurned. 



BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 l F A. s y R D A l • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA ~TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 ~CABLE ADDRESS, MAOAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Rev. Malde: 

May 18, 1950 

We have received your recent letter as well as the reuorts of the Execu
tive Coi!lllli ttee of May lst and the ~ecial conference o-f May 8. Your last 
letter dated ~~Y lJth was received after the Board decisions were taken 
in reference to Colombia. I showed it to the Board members that were 
available but there was no indication that it t•rould make a change in the 
decision of the Board. 

I will send you the official report later but wish to eive as much informa
tion as I can immediately as I knmi it "'ould be of interest to you all. 

'me Minutes o.f the Executive Committee of J.fay lst \-rere all taken ad 
nota,11 except the follo,,-!ng items: 

I I. Fu.rni ture • 
A. & E. Ap~roved. 

III. Gifts. 
I. Approved. 

VI. This item was previously aunroved, power to act given to your 
Executive Committee. We therefore will fo~~rd the money the 
next time remittance is made. 

The Special Conference of May 8th. 

I., II., III- Ad Notaro. 

IV. 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaord, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Honson, Recording Secretory 

A. Approved. 

E. Voted that unless conditions become such that it demands i~ed
iate ~nthdrawal, we urge all missionaries to remain on the 
field for the time being; and that they confer with ho~e 
board before final action is tru{en on coming home. 

Voted that Board members write letters of encouragement to the 
various :<issionaries. 

I 11 I ?., 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Dr. J. R. Lavik 
Dr. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P. M. Onsta·:! 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 



2. 

Voted that the Executive Secretary write a letter to the 
pastors of the ELC urgently requesting that special 
intercession be made for the mission in Colombia at 
their Sunday·worship, v~y 28th. 

Voted that we ask Dr. Syrdal and Rev. Jensen to confer 'dth 
Pastors Olson and Morek with a view to making arrange
ments for them to return to the field at the earliest 
possible date. 

C. Provided for in above motions. 

D. - G. Ad Notam. 

H. - Voted to defer action pending further information. 

I. - Ad Notam. 

The decisions of the Board concerning possible return of missionaries from 
Colombia may come as a surprise to you. The Board has however felt that it 
iR urgent to keep a full staff of missionaries on the field if at all possi
ble. There is not much that can be done by either you or Bergh if you come 
home at this time as the summer months are inactive as far as deputation "'ork 
for missions is concerned. It is felt that if you stay on you may be of 
some rich blessing to the work in Colombia even though there are limitations 
and obstacles to be overcome. ~1e Board is in hopes that oyportunities of 
service may be increased so that all of you can be active in preaching and 
teaching God 1 s Word in Bogota. 

~ne Board is of the further opinion that it may be advisable for Olson and 
Morek to return to Colombia \vi thin the period of time wl..1en their return permit 
is valic. rather than risking staying on and losing t:he possibility of return. 
Rev. K. R. Jenson and I have been appointed to confer with Olson and ~~rck 
on this matter. If other activity should be limited too severely there 
should be possibility of increased activity in :nreparing Christian litera
ture in the Spanish language. Missio!laries on furlough in this co,mtry 
have very littie possibilityaf getting adequate native help in order to 
produce literature. One foreigner "t-;'Orking with one to three qualified 
natives can produce a great deal of good literature in translation form 
or in ori5inal form. This may possibly be stored up for publication at 
a later date. 

The Board members felt that they would desire to have the personal contact 
with you that letters written individually by them may provide. They have 
therefore asked that I supply them with names and addresses of all of you so 
that they can write to you either as a group or to individuals from time 
to time. They want you in this way to knovr that they are behind you in 
their daily prayers and ,.,ish to give you any encouragement they can. 

A special effort is being made to stir up a concerted prayer effort on 
behalf of you as missionaries and on behalf of God's Kingdom in Colombia. 
Letters are being sent to every pastor this week requesting that Pentecost 
Sunday be considered the special prayer day for Colonbia. 

/ ' I 
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The above decision of the Board concerning your continued stay in Colombia 
does not mean that you are to cease the careful watching of the situation 
that was suggested when I was out there. The Board will be meeting again 
in June very briefly dUring the time of the Convention. It will also be 
meeting again the first week in A~1st for a one day meetir~. We will wel
come comMents from you for those meetings. The Board is however in its 
decision expressing itself as to the importance that it feels in ~~e con
tinued '~rk in Colombia, if that is at all possible. In making the deci
sions it has made it realizes that more expenses will possibly be called 
for. It is willing to face this even though it would go beyond our ex
pected income and is pledging itself to do everything it can to get any 
extra money that is needed so that the work can go on in this manner. 

The budget has been received from Ted Mendenhall. It arrived just before 
our Board meeting and was approved. This budget is I think the same one 
that was worked out at the Special Conference that was called during my 
brief visit with you. 

May God continue to be with you in His strength and mercy. He is able to 
batter down closed doors and open hearts that have been sealed against 
Him by prejudice. May He work on your behalf and give you courage and 
wisdom to meet each opportunity so that it ~~11 be of rich blessing to 
you and to many people. 

Sincere greetings in Christ, 

RAS:hh 



BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGEliCAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL • EXECUTIVESECRETARY 

IRWIN M. LERBERG • .ASST. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 1 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 1 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

A CALL TO PRAYER! 

Dear Pastor: 

There is a crisis in Colombia. :Briefly the :picture is as follo11rs: 

The Roman Church is deeply intrenched. It has resented ~v advance 
of the Protestant Church and has met this advance "'i th destruction 
of our mission ~ro:perty, persecution of the native Prot~stants and 
ousting of our missionaries from most of our field. Priests have 
stirred up and personally directed attac~s on missions, c~urches and 
members of our concrebations. 

The Conservative Party is in control uolitically. It is seeking to 
eradicate all liberals by violence and bloodshed, if other means fail. 
It is building u:p a totalitarian system of government under tutelage 
of Falangists im,orted from Spain. Its control is ruthless. 

The Roman Church and the Political Conservatives are a coalition 
force directed a(;ainst Protestantism and democratic groups ,.,ithin 
the country. Their colaboration is evidenced in many ~~s. If the 
present tendency develous it may mean the gradual elimination ef 
Protestant mission ,,rork in Colombia. 

All Missions are having a difficult time. Missionaries of some 
missions have left the country. Our missionaries are in ~gota 
(,.ri th the exception of Miss Eeerde in Tunja and Rev. Ostrem on the 
plains.) They are conducting "The Institute" 1··here native teachers 
and evangelists are trained. They are doing all the evangelistic 
'"ork that is possible. 

Snecial nraver for Colombia is requested. The Board of Foreign 
Missions has just met, and is earnestly reouesting every uast~r to 
use May 28, Pentecost Sunday, as a snecial day of nrayer for Colombia, 
for our missionaries and for the persecuted Protestant believers. 
It is also requested that you ,.rill urge your ~eo'Ole to pray constantly 
till God anst·rers our prayers, for the protection and blessing of our 
,.,.orkers and for o~en doors for the steady extension of the Kingdom of 
God in that country. 

11 Pray 'vi thou t ceasing. 11 

RAS:hh. 
Dr. J. A. Aosgoard, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. l. M. Stovig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretory 

On behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions, 

=IC~tf.4}/~ 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCl. .. (! 

Rev. M. T. Jenson Dr. E. M. Hegge liAr. Arthur 0. Louis, Assistant Recording Secretory 
Mr. A.M. Larson Rev. M.S. Knutson Rev. T. H. Rossing 

Dr. J. R. Lavik Rev. R. A. Harrisville Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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0fom6ia, Souft America 

L\Tl:\ .\\li·J~IC:\ IS C<>illJ><>scd <>f twc11ty l'<>lllltrics. Three times the 

arc:1 <>f the L'llitnl States it h:" a collsidn:lhly \IlLli in I'"Jlllbti<>n S<> sho1dd 

h:l\T pmsihdities f<>r great dl'Vci"J"llelll. illslc;lll we litlll .111 t'JltlTill'hcd 

feudalism d<>minated hy a prt-Rdonn:ltion type of Cath<>licism stilling 

rdorm and ach·ance. There arc in the main two classes, the extremely rich 

and the extremely poor. The middle cbss is small. frustrated hy stran

gubtion of thought and ach·ance. The working classes arc seething in un

rest under oppressive control. Outwardly suppressed, new ideas arc spread

ing as an inner ferment breaking forth in frequent political revolutions 

and rcligt<>US strife. 

COL0.\1BL\ h:ts been slow to open her doors t" the Ev:tngclicals. 

There arc only about three hundred missionaries ministering to her ten 

and a half million people, and a total Protestant group of about twcnty

hvc thousand. Cnder the "Conservatis'C" government the Catholic hier

:lrchy ,.<>lltrols the politicd party, the j><.lin·, the llliliti:l :tnd loc:tl govnn

ments. One who confesses Luth in the sitnplc evangelical mc;sagc of the 

Protestant Church meets the resistance and ire of all these forces. In spite 

of this, the number of "Evangelicals" is growing. 

OUR MISSION tn Colombia is a speci:d venture of om Church out

side the regular budget. It is carried o11 hy freewill gifts of our people 

who desire t" bring the Cospcl of Lilll'r:lti<>n t" this gre:tt pe,plc. 
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HERE are difficulties to be overcome in all mission work. 
There are special difficulties in Colombia. These are faced 
with courage by the missionaries and Colombian believers, 
not as insurmountable obstacles, but as hindrances to be 
overcome with patience, prayer and faithful witness. 

The natural difficulties of rough terrain and high altitudes 
of Boyaca and tliehumid heat of Arauca are encountered as a matter of ~ourse. The mis
sionary becomes acclimated to these, or can seek short respite in change of altitude and 
climate. 

The greater difficulty is man-created. Political conservatism uses violence against the "lib
eral" and Protestant alike to entrench itself among the people. The ecclesiastical hierarchy 

dominating the masses has stirred up unfounded suspicion and hatred against the Protestants. 
There are centers entirely closed to evangelical witness. Our missionaries and believers have 
been violently driven out of other areas with danger to life and loss of property. 

In spite of opposition, the work goes on. 

0 y 

.Santi'tjo 

A 

R A u 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

capital of Colombia, forms the natural 

center for our mission activity. From there our mission 

field spreads out fan-like into mountainous 13oyaca Prov

ince, and into the lowland plains of Arauca. A great field 

with a million souls. We have won footholds in some cen

ters. Others remain a challenge to future activity. 

We look for results in mission work. There are also blessed results from our work as a 
mission in Colombia. When viewed in the face of much opposition we have special reason 
to be thankful to God for the fruits of labor witnessed in this country God has given to us 
as our responsibility. 

Many people have found a new liberating freedom from the bondage of sin as they have 

heard the message of the living and victorious Christ in our churches and chapels. Many of 
the new believers have manifested a courageous faith in the face of opposition. Souls have been 
won for Christ. 

Congregations and an active Christian program have been established in Tunja, Duitama, 
El Cocuy, Soata, Santa Ana, Carizal, Mausa, Chiscas, Parpa, La Aguada and Bogota. Schools 
for the children of our believers have flourished between times of persecution in several cen
ters. An "Institute" for training teachers and evangelists has sent out many young Colom

bian believers as faithful workers in the Kingdom. Theological training is given to prepare 
Colombian pastors. 

The work shows gratifying progress. 
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R 0 l F A. s y R D A l • EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA s TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 s CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Roy Malde 
Anartado Aereo 4980 
~gota, Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Roy: .. 

June 2, 1950 

I am sorry that we have not to date been able to have a Conference 
with Morek and Olson togethPr in order to talk over the nossibilit~ 
of their return to Color.~bia. It may on the surface seem strange 
that the Board would take this decision. On the other hand the ~oard 
is looking to God in faith that the prayer that has been specially 
requested for Colombia 'rill be heard. It has al,~ys been our pur
pose to hang on as lone as we can in ~v particular mission field. 
The decision of remaining or closing as well as the personnel to 
be sent to the field has always been left as the responsibility of 
the ~oard so that the missio~aries themselves did not have to 
shoulder the responsibility alone. It is in this same snirit of de
siring to carry on as l®ng as God gives us a possibility that has 
prompted the ~oard decision that we should request Morek and Olson 
to consider the possibility of return. Our main consideration is 
that their re-entrJ permits are still valid. 

If they remain beyond that particular date it may be impossible to 
get them back into Colombia for a considerable ueriod of time. 
That delay may cause a longer period of idleness in the work of 
the Kingdor.1 than cor.1plete idleness on the field for a few months 
while we watch the situation. Please know that I am sympathetic 
with your difficulties and your discouragements and so is the entire 
~oard. Some of us have gone through t."le difficulty of being nar
tially idle when vre kne,.,. there was so r.ro.c.."l that must be done to 
build God's Kingdon. The ~ardis therefore as~ing a little more 
than formerly of you and the, tv10 men at home and that is that you 
are willing to bear a little longer of the nresent frustration in 
order to fully tPst the possibilities of today and the possibilities 
that shall develon as a result of the earnest nrayer of your church 
given on your behalf and on behalf of the peonle of Colombia. 

Please encourage your fellow-workers. Please spur them on to use 
the possibilities that they are already utilizing. God grant you 
wisdom and the snirit of courage and leadershin from day to day. 
to meet any situation that comes before you in a spirit of the 
Lord and in P.is courage. Pleaseknow ~t the ~oard is entirely 
behind you, and that the J3oard me!!lbers are nra:ring daily for you . 
and the ,.,ark. 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaord, President of E.l.C. 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recordin<;J Secretary 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Or. J. R. Lavik 
Dr. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P.M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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I am enclosing a copy of the letter sent to all the pastors of our 
church on Friday, May 19th. We have had an unusual response from 
our pastors that will give us assurance ~~at this day was utilized 
and that there will be a continuing barrage of prayer going up to 
God 1 s throne of mercy each day. 

Sincere gree ti:ngs in Christ, 

RAS:hh 



SPSCIAL CEL~OSA 
G OJ:-,TfEf1J!:NCE 

-:.r;,::::o·c.a, Cundinamarc~ 
Colombia, S.~4.. 

June 9, 1950 

~. The Confere~cs was ppened with a devotion9l 
period with RF.v. :..:;:e~denhall reading Eph. L•-; l-16. 

II. The Super: :_tsw'er:t read from Dr. SyrcD-_L; s letter 
requesting s·-l:~v-F;~·s to certain questior.:o ·.r:.~ 0h 'tro:-·t-: 
then ccns:i.C.s~o:J'_l l:: r the Confere!1CE'. 

III. Miscella~~Ju~-

A. VOTED (:_~~;,u;-:..lmO")aly) thet ,_.~t r"-'a:r:i':-_r-:r_ +.:12. action 
take~ at the last Confere~cs of ~ay 8, 
:sso &s ~o the reduction of thG field 
~t.aff and the returning home •)-:' tte 
Maldes and Berghs 

B. VOTED that we approve the return to the field 
of the two men now on furlough if the 
Board considers it advisable, but that 
an equal number of men now on the field 
in addition to Malde end Bergh be allowed 
to return home if they so desire and if 
the conditions in Colombia do not improve. 

C. VOTED that the Conference be adjourned. 

• 
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BOAI\)) OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE,~ANGEUCALLUTHERAN CHURCH ROlf A. SYR DAl. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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~ 
425 SOUTH FOUR'TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA ~TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 s CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Roy K. Malde 
Apartado Aereo 49-80 
Bogota, Colombia 
South America 

Dear Rev. Malde: 

June 9, 1950. 

AIR MAIL 

I have received vote by mail on the proposition of return of missionaries 
appointed for return by your last conference. This vote by mail reverses 
the decision of our last Board meeting and approves the motionr,Passed by 
your Conference IV B and C, namely; 

"B. Voted that two families return to the States in light of 
the conditions in Colombia and the surplus manpower for the 
present work or the likely future work on the field. 

c. Voted that we vote on two members to re~ to the States. 

Results: (the following were chosen to return to the States) 
1. Rev. Roy Malde and family 
2. Rev. Johan Bergh and family" 

This means that you and family and Rev. Johan Bergh and family may proceed 
with plans for return to this country at the earliest opportunity. I would 
request that you notify me as to possible time that we may expect you home 
so that we can make plans for your residence upon your arrival here. I am 
in hopes that we may have mission cottages for each of your families, and 
that you can serve in deputation work for some time as we watch development 
of the situation in Colombia. 

Please know that you are both welcome and that we are looking forward to 
meeting you. May God give you a good journey. 

I would advise checking on possibility of receiving re-entry permit before 
leaging Colombia. This may be harder to receive? from this end if nothing 
is done in Colombia before your departure. 

We would like to have some word on the question mentioned in my last letter 
concerning the opinion of our missionaries in Colombia as to the return of 
Morek and Olson. Please feel free to voice your opinions in this matter. 

Sincere greetings to all coworkers. 

Yours in Christ, 

ras:mh 
CC; J ohan Bergh 

=tct{. 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.l.C. 
Or. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretacy 

Or. J. R. Lavik 
Dr. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P.M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretacy 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAl'lUTHERAN CHURCH R 0 l F A. s y R D A l . EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA #TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 #CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Roy K. Malde 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Boy: 

June 14, 1950 

Your letter of June lOth enclosing Conference :mnutes of the S?.'ecial Confer
ence called for June 9th has been received. I trust that by this time you 
have had a letter from me indicating the vote taken on the return of you 
and the Berghs by the Board. That will therefore take care of the Board 
reaction to the first motion uassed by the Conference. 

In reference to the amount mentioned, I >-rould suggest that if Olson comes 
out to the field that any action would be dependent on a full ne¥.' considera
tion of the situation on the field and the attitude of the missionaries. 
I believe it ,.,ould be unwise to let a notion uassed at this time before the 
arrival of Olson or Morek predetermine the case or even influence the case 
one way or the other, that should be considered irnuartially and in light of 
develouments at the time, if and when he arrives. 

We are investigating the possibility of F~rold coming to Colombia alone 
and leaving his family here. He is in Chicago today to see the ColoMbian 
Consul. What reaction he will get fro:'l that source ,.,e have no means of 
knowing. His present permit expires on June 21st. It is in an attempt 
to save the eX!)iration that "'e are na!:iTIF; tentative plans for him to se
cure the regular visas at this time anrl leave from Hinneapolis on June 
20th arriving in Bogota. on June 21st. 

We realize full well that Olson ma;i not be uermitted entrance at this time. 
We also realize t}m t if he is uemitted to re-enter Colombia his re-entry 
may be of short duration, de;:>ending on conditions that develou. It ma..y 
therefore seem to be ri s!:ins an expenditure of both mannov1er and mone;r that 
might have been saved if he had remained in this countrJ. On the other hand 
we feel that there is also a. risk of failing to utilize op'Jortunities if they 
should present themselves to us, ,,•hich ,.!Ould in some way linit tl:e building 
of the Kingdom of God. :?or that reason ,.,e feel that it is inadvisable to 
risk losing the re-entry -oermi t for Olson and take the lesser risk of the 
extra eX9enditure. 

I am sure thB.t all of yo'.l \.:ill be ha.'JU"J on the rebrn of Olson. Even though 
other avenues oi activi t:r \·:ill be li1:1i ted or !lartiall:r closed I houe that 
there ,,Jill be sone ver;;• definite :,ryossibili ties in the line of translation 
of Cnristia.n literature into the Spanish language. 

Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recordinc;J Secreta:':' 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Or. J. R. Lavik 
Dr. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P.M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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I am\. writing to you as superintendent \·lith the understanding that this informa
t'ion will be relayed to other members of the Conference. 

Sincere greetings in Christ, 

RAS:hh. 



011 america Cabb and Radio-
American Cab/~ & Radio System 

.. Via au america .. 

INDIOUESE CON UNA "X" LA CLASE 
,.--..;...DE;;;...SERVICIO DESEADO 

OROINARIO A ORDINARIO EN 

TARifA INTEG;,:;;RA;.:,..._+--f--C:7.LA~V~E-==(C:;,:DE:::-:-I -+--f 
URGENTE g~srr~~~ 

OlfERIOO ~~'<!tu:~L_!GRAMA 

SIN INDICACION AL CONTRARIO 
ESTE MENSAJE SE TRANSMITIRA 

COMO MENSAJE ORDINARIO 
....._ ___ _ 

··via Commerciar 

NO. 

MM 
HORA 

PALABRAS 

TASA 

ENLAZAOA CON LA WESTERN UNION PARA lAS OESTINACIONES EN lOS ESTAOOS UNIDOS MAS AllA DE NUESTRAS ORCINAS 

SIRVASE TRANSMITIR et SIGUIENT{ TELEGRAMA, DE CONFORMIDAD CON LAS CONDICIONES At OORSO 00 fORMULARIO ORDINARIO A LAS CUALES ·coNSIENTO SOMETERME 

Vir~inia Antonsen 
225-Sfjuth Fifth Street 
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 
U •. s; A • 

.>'-· ;n~~~d you await word from me. Decision is yours may Lord 

give wisdom. Your coming welcome but not imperative. 

Letter follows. 

:t REMITENTE ----T~5-=~=--4£..--__;_;f....:......_~___.:-=.::...==------- DOMICiuo Carrera 13, #731;., 1 I 
ACM ,.W·CC CL l!!50M 

WARREN LEE PIERSON 
· Prealdente 

Recibido de_··--·····-· 

Para cablegrama a: ... 

FORMA AOS 11·8 

; \~ .. , 
~~ ' 

ALL AMERICA CABLES AND RADIO, INC.~ 

No. __ ~~;p__q_:_:~:~~==~----194._ 
co 
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Oil Omerita GJbkH. and Radio 
e American Cab/~ & Radio System ~~:>, 

.. Via au america.. ..Via Commerciar "Via tnacltay 1tadio .. 

INDIQUESE CON UNA "X" LA CLASE 
DE SERVICIO DESEADO 

ORDtNARIO A ORDtNARJO EN 
TARIFA INTEGRA CLAVE ICDEl 

URGENTE URGENT£ EN 
CLAVE ICDEl 

DIFERIDO CARTA TELEGRAMA 
NOCTURNA 

SIN INDICACION Al CONTRARIO 
ESTE MENSAJE SE TRANSMITIRA 

COMO MENSAJE ORDINARIO 

IX 

NO. 

MM 
HOR.A 

PALABRAS 

TASA 

ENLAZADA CON LA WESTERN UNION PARA LAS DESTINACIONES EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS MAS AltA DE NUfSTRAS OACINAS 

SlRVASE TRANSMITIR El SIGUIENTE-TELEGRAMA: DE CONFORMIDAD CON lAS CONDICIONES Al DORSODEL FOIIMUlARIO ORDtNARJO A LAS CUALES CONSIENTO SOMETERME 

~1i'.DAKINA 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
U. S. A. 

Agree with Nerlien letter to institute 

desirable but not essential. Possible substitutes. 

WALLA 

FIRMA DEL REMITENTE -------------------------
Carrera 13, #73-71 

DOMICIIIO --------A~CM~lO::-·::-CC::-::C:-L -::2::-l:I::-0;:-M-

WARREN LEE PIERSON 
Preddente 

ALL AMERICA CABLES AND RADIO, INC. 
AMERICAN CABLE a RADIO SYSTEM 

~~\~2:~:-..... .l_~---·-. ·-·----~194_ 
\~> . 

Recibido de.;:, r;,(}. '/ · .... ·. 
r·:-;)·...; ---...................... _ ......... ,~~~ 

.< ·~ 

Para cablegrama a ............... '-. .. 7 .. ···-q--······················---··-··--·-·---···---···-···---

Palabras ... ________________________________________ {_____ T asa ........ !_?.: ..... ~_(_ __________ ~------

PORMA AOS 11·8 ·-········-··················-~··················-·--····································-···-
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Dear Joe, 

Greetings in Jesus' Name. 

62ll N.E. Alberta 
~ortland 1,, Oregon 
October 28, 1950 

Thanks for your kind letter of October 16. We certainly appreciate your 
thorough explanation of the whole problem regarding our return to the field. 
We have also been much in prayer about it, both in respect to the reco~ 
mendations you folks would be called upon to make, and also with reference 
to the Board Meeting. Frankly, the decision of the Board to have me return 
to Colombia alone is somewhat hard for us to take, partly because of the 
human element involved, and equally because Hildur is 11ha.lf the machinery" for 
the literature work. Yet, we want to believe and do believe that God guided 
also in this decision and we are proceeding accordingly. 

I note that the Board changed your recommendation to read, 1'maihly for 
literary work", and with that understanding I :return; thus, .it seems that 
the matter of being overstaffed in Bogota should not affect us too directly. 

Then, we have been thinking about this: Since we have just recently gotten 
time to work on the manuscripts that we have, there is considerable work to 
be done yet, especially if we are to correct also the World l~ssion Prayer 
League l<lS of Hallesby •s "Prayer 11 which we have on hand. Would it make a lot 
of difference to you if I worked on these here since I am very much dependent 
on Hildur for proof-reading and typing, and the work is now at the stage when 
that type of work is involved to the greatest extent. Then, I could be in 
Colombia just in time for the field conference. 

I.note your suggestion of looking into the possibilities of starting work in 
other places and, therefore, you desire to have me on the field about the 
first of December, and certainly that has its good reasons. Nevertheless, it 
seems to me that those of you now on the field have been in so much closer 
contact with the present political and religious atmosphere of the country 
that you are in a better position to make this surve.y of possibilities in other 
cities, and I would be willing to accept your recommendations regarding such. 

Could you enlighten me at all as to whether the committee feels that ~ 
return to Colombia at this time is for a normal term, or only temporarily 
due to circumstances since you recommend not bringing the family. I ask this 
simply because some guidance here would help us in our planning, packing, etc. 

The news of La Aguada being destroyed makes us sick at heart. Do you know 
by now to what extent the destruction has been, and how work there and else
where on the Plains is being affected? 

Greetings to the rest of the gang. 
Fraternally yours, 

~ 
P.s. Would you please tell Belva right away that I am using the 1926, Second 

Edition1 ~~!e~_ijf.!~~Infant Baptism and Adult Conversion", just in 
case ~--ape-t~(!ition4 and the page notatioru;' should~~· 

'0:r~:Y-~Wc2~ ~~ ~· Jj I . ~ 
..4Z---~ 



Dear .Arnt: 

Greetings in Christ. 

Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Col~mbia 
1\ov. 8, 1950 

It is now almost a week since your letter came, but I have been under 
the weather with the "gripa'' for about that long so haven't felt like 
doing anything. Xow that I am better, Alice has it. I know you will 
have been waiting for a reply but hope you will excuse the delay. 

I shall try to'answer your questions and in so doing hope I may clarify 
the whole matter somewhat. Your first question is when you should 
come. The Executive Committee's primary reason for suggesting Dec. 1st 
was not that of your investigating other cities, but rather so that 
you would have at least a month in which t~ orientate yourself again 
and get a "feel" of the present situation here before we have our 
conference. Consideration of work in other cities will perhaps not be 
taken too seriously, but it was an added stggestion made in the 
c.ommittee. The reason for your doing the investigation, rather than 
someone else, is that it would be quickest way for one to get in touch 
with actual conditions in Colombia, and should make one better preparec 
to participate in the conference. Exc ;se me for writing to you as 
th·)ugh you don't know much about thinfE here at present, but to me it 
isn't strange that those who have been at home during the past year 
havn't been able to keep up with the changes. The general opinion here 
is that you would defeat your purpose in coming for the conference if 
you didn't come at least a month before, and to be very frank I believe 
that unless you come at the suggested time you would be wiser in ~aking 
further use of your extension and continue to watch developments here. 

The question ab~ut the length of your term is hard to answer. For one 
thihg you know our whole work is quite uncertain. It would not be 
surcr1sing when Institute has opened again if we were told we couldn't 
have it. The Baptists not long ago had their schools closed in Cali 
and Cartae-ena. ·~ur plain's work is looking more uncertain now in some 
respects. I think that we wili want to reconsider our whole position 
in Colombia at the conference. I see some possible conclusions we 
might reach. 1. \·!e might decide to continue just as atpresent, which 
doesn't seem very advisable. 2. ;-:e mLcht decide that tie should close 
up entirely and consider work elsewhere. 3. \e :uit;ht reduce the staff 
to what is absolutely necessary for the present work, sending the rest 
horne or to begin v:ork elsewhere. 4. ,'")r we might decide on an all-out 
effort on work here in Bogota (a samble), with a building program for 
a church as a umust". These are just a few thoughts that I have 
gleanea from our :;-any discussions together. Personally I am not very 
opti:nistic ab·~ut a normal term beginning now being completed, but one 
cannot lrno\\' of course. If we should adopt, for instance, a holding-out. 
plan with ~nly a token force here, then the question would be who 
should stay on. In any event I hope that some of these questions will 
be resolvea at this conference. In the 11ean time I would think it 
unwise to :nake extensive plans yet for buying and packing. 



Belva has long wanted to make a trip to the plains before her furlough 
comes, so now when the girls from there went home she decided to make 
a short trip down there. ·she left the 2nd and expects to return the 
17th. Consequently I don't know what edition she has of i"#liai#'tinfant 
Baptism and Adult Conversion". I ha~e one but it is a 1947 edition. 

Yes, La Aguada is pretty desolate. The Catholic church, the municipal 
building and a short row of houses is all that remains of the town. 
There wasn't a person living in town according to lat~est reports. 
Moreno too is gone and some other small places. 

So much for now. No doubt there are other things I should have 
mentioned but they do not come to mind now, and I must hasten to get 
this in the mail. If you have further questions I shall do my best 
to answer them. 

Greetings to the family. Alice sends greetings. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

//Toe w~Jia. 



Bogota, October 30, 1950 

The American Consulate, 

Bogota, Colombia 

This is to certify that ~'1 iss Joyce Bergh is a member 
of the Colombia Evangelical Lutheran 'liseion of South 
America, and that as such she is employed by the Foard of 
·Foreign "'issions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
425 South 4th ~'"·treat, 'inneapolis 15, /1nnesota. 

!'.fter four years or service in Colombia .. she is now 
retlJrn1ng on furloup;h to her home at Bowden, P.lberta, 
Canada. To facilitate the travel to her home ano to 'nake 
1 t possible for her to visit our home office in ::1nneapolis, 
it is very desirable that she be ·Jer::;1tted to spend a few 
daye in the ~Jn1 ted States. 

ny courtesy extended to "iss 3er£h in ::2at{ing this 
possible will be ~reatly appreciated. 

~espectfully yours, 

..ioseph t. ';;alla, 
Vlce-superi ntendent 



FUNDS ON HAND IN TEE Ul Sl R)R i'IRICH 
PESOS RAVE :BEID-1 USED ON 

Station Wagon 
Property 

TEE FIELD! 

Inst. Equipment -WMF 
Institute 

2~500.00 
3,503.69 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 

? • -;._' 

Gifts -
1st Q,t. No. 8-Re1ief 
II II 

II 
~11 7-Chlldren' s Home 

23-Nati ve wor~cer 
l! 1-Roy Malde 

5~g:gg ~.C) ~ .. r!·:~~;· 
63.25 ~-~ .. ~· 

500.00 ;/ 
161.50 / - -
190.00 __.;..- '" : .·, 

II -
2nd II 

II II 

3rd II 

II II 

II II 

It II 

~th II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II 2-Inst.Student 
II 1-Native worker 
11 3-Testaments 
II 5-Inst. Student 
11 6 ... vacation:B. u 
11 3-Native worker 
II 4-Col. Mission 

5.00 i:!·-- ' 
137.20 v' ~ r , . , , ,( • r: 
1},4:;§0-.- v. e ':.:. · ,., .. '; · . _ . J 

20 .00 -&-:- ~ .. ' . . ~ , .. 
5 0 00 t .J. [ < • ~ ' --~ • • ~ -' I 

7-13_) i . -·: '• " 
70.59 (~or·-~ 

.· . 

II II 

II 6-S. A:m. 
11 8-::Bibles 
11 9-:Bible Student 20.00 v 

10,707.86 

Nov. 1. 
Balance in Continetal Ill. 

National :Bank 
Due from UELC 
Shortages on :Budg. rem. 

3rd and 4th qta. 

9,157-86 

1,500.00 

50.00 



Dear Joe, 

520 N. Graham 
Portland 12, Oregon 
November 7, 1950 

In view of what I wrote to you and Harold about the possibility 
of not going out until about time of Conference, let me add the 
followin_ss 

vle have now finished Hallesby 1e "Infant Baptism and Adult Conversion" 
and will not go ahead with the other MSS anyway until we get a more 
definite answer from the World Hission Prayer League. I am, therefore, 
preparin.s to leave for Colombia as soan as I get the f~ly settled 
and my papers in order. I hope to make it by about the first of 
December. \ 

Greetings to you and ths rest of the s~n~s,.. iil~~gota. 

Yours in Christ, 

/~~/J{ 
" Arnfelo/ 



St. o .PAul , 1,: inn., 
DeceNber 28, 1950 

.. ,--; '' o /' ~~ .- T .·.;- ~ o • 

,, r . . • D6B;r ·.TO&, . · . 
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-

:- · r j -. ; ~ ] · shEill:· add .,a f~w ~q;r_e '""'o~>S -t-<,1: _the, .. more ge~:ral letter vlh ich I 
-~ ;r~l.sos~nd;"t~~r With thi$ :onEt.; · · · ,_• r.t:>t. "·'· -." 

-~,. ,,_· ,· • .· : In·rny: :l-ast cle.ttr:1~ •.to Ha:ro-1Q..·:1:~1~i.Qned: t:het,.,:3eJioxita Dolores 
Grass vvrote me "'bout her brother and. l:'W~§ t_p 'hear :.th&Jt·,~ see-ln&· to .be out ~ 
for Christ .. and desires to get into the ·Nord of God. "/lhAt he haw gone thro\lf11 

'-""t,.}ee$e ·.1f's~ffer8~s,-hft~.1e4; l:t~ ::t;~ see_ his s~il'itual ~.ed<ft!ld brought him to e 
4ecisi(}.I!~:fAA ~~hJ:1Rt =I.:unde·~st-_an~ 1 :f:r.n.TTI ~:r,~et,:tt:~r:.··) ; .:J ·- , .. c.:·:~ _ ,,) 

.) . 

• i' ~ 

t ·~ ·-:: :·~ ,she :-s%1;-d, th~i! -~ 8wou1d :·l~k-e .to .act-_ten.d:;-the: Bible ·JI.TJ.sti:.itute and es 
Asked if I could in some . Wfi"lf. _'81;~ in !tis. -~ing· t•.re,o; I WJ:Ot-e her ,-:but did 
not promise. Now to mention so~ething which has come to rnj mind for your 

. .thinking over or. considerat.i~ •. She would ,be w:y:ing .. soii_le_ money cominp: from 
. : . . . -· . - '' . ' ~ . - ' .... ·. .: - . ( . ·' . . '"' : . . ... -

t.be -..m1$s.i,on- .tol'l&rd~ he,r tea!!hipg thts ·yeP.r .. e~e;n . .t.ho)Jgh ~it. was. not: s.o muct ~ 
, trhc;t; ~P-e: ·~ ~q:le. t-p Q.O ;f~ ·r~.ilSon;,;whicr~ YOU ,lCilOW ~ ::r, aA;wonde:r:~ng _how it 

, _wOY.l.d,be ·tp .IJ;€!D,t,ion t~ b.&l' -the tl;l~ught of 'let;tiJag t¥-t .~o~y) ;be ,used for 
•. his.:e:x:pe!j~~t t:he t~J.-tut_e .·_l·k.QOW that.; she will.-n~sit. -hersel{ ,_ put 
'p-.re-.sent.ing.}it ,trl~,et VJfJY· to·-1l_eir will· sb_ow h~r J;ha~,.wac;wqul1},:both.-1.1~ thAt 

? ; ..-.l:!<e ~ul:Q,- ~-t.,c~B:i:\)l_e ckm,Ovdedge. ~~ *.lJ: -.e S· _t,hEt:, tHe WO\{J.d.. tmy, ~tQ .help- t·hem solve 
, 't.~ p~l;em.-~d it..;WQ~d, avp~ ~he_prqQ.l;eJil;of l;ie;lp_;to~.a ~trst· ye~r person. 

< "··'··: '_ • ..J' f!.m.:nQtri~rt~in:of . .bust~how oM be .. 1:~, :::11-ut.·ll&-Js; T•t-hink, just 
sollle younger thPn she is. He had expressed himsel.( -~hFt.·,;;he '\'fGUlq ,::bike to 
serve the Lord. I cPnnot. sPy to whf't extent he would te CFpable to do thPt 

, but,~(}od·:csu;r?:lY -has ~ ~al cgoQ{\-·worke-ra of enude m~ter-tel mpny a time. If 
he cF.me fpr the purpose of gett ine a foundation in the 'Nord of God And dur i!f!: 
the yeer ~tN-:Sh9u.l~ see. qj;n as ;:a:~Wf!Sibility you could mF.ke futhe5 resolu
tions F.bout it for latero His name is Art!enio. You cE·n tAke tt U1' -.vtth the 
ref.lt, Bnd mPybe you would 'NF.nt to tel<:e it up at the Conference. I could 
reco~nend him as one whom I would like to see get an oprortunity to get at 
chcnce to study God • s ',\·ord c;s it would help him better serve the Lord whe:;:-e
ever he might be whether it oo that he cant inue further study or continue 
in his work as P fFrmer or cattlemen. 

You will then soon be eat.hPring for tl-J.e tmnual conference of the 
mission. 'ile shAll be preying for you right r-;long from now on f'.f' well as we 
hFve donE.> in the p8st. t,.1fly God lead you in Bll end tless you As you fellow
ship toeether. We have had mP.ny a blesRed tillle together at t!lose meetiUF:S in 
the pest and I am certE in the God hes further blessings in store for you 
this year elso. 

We ere lool<:inr; forWRrd to our return to the field ege in at the 
end of our forlo which will be at the end of next July. The I"lore I think of 
them out in thet part of the field where we have been these lAst yeArs the 
more I long to t:et beck soon and shall be lwppy when again I ~en go there to 
help alorl£. I feel and believe that God hes work for me to do out thPre Rnd 
I pray thet that might be the I'!P-Y you fellow-workers will also if you tflke 
us up for considerrot ion at the conference. 

Nhen I met with the Bot-rd in October on their request as ·.vell as 
thPt it Wf'S my desire FlS I mentioned. to the Exo Com. the l:=st time I met with 
you before we cflme home, I trt~d to ~xpls i::l whfit :;: presented to the Co:nr".ittee 
regBrdiiJ€ river bo?t work And they voted to Flfprove it Hnd Eutherize the _ 
rresent ii'-t! o:' it to t'-le peo:t'le here 2t home for SU)'T'Ort. w:t.urR} ly the F:·OPI'Q 

es welles you folks 2r.d I :rePlize ttrt that worl< will nee'1 to ·nr:it unt1l 



'. Lr- r r 
' ' 

things Ere more favornble for it. Wet know thet just flt present •.ve could not 
go ahef'd with the work, but we can p1resent it to the ~o'Ple ,tfrclt';tl'le bep:in 
to pr11y definitely about it and to five then an opportunity to help material

-j ly··if'.GOd JJl.:tlOO"S ft:r'Up6ri'thetn~'~to odo·so; In :present'irig'·it jt will also be 
with explAD.auion to the effect that. ilf.-'t me· ~shoUld· re.vee[ Jthflit"'W"'si."nply 

' ,._cwould; 5Iieve:r:-:. be'' 'pdssilblti :~~Jllore ':that- t'hen {(if't's given t'oi' it might be used 
'"· '-. fo:r ~tne:.r ~ose:s-·ort· the~ff-eld. 1 • ·; • :c.rci ·::'•. ;. i · ::.: ~ •. J:·;· .. '· ·:. 

:'·;:-: a-~ ... :·.:: ,;·:~·-_·, r .... , -o ~.f:~) -•. - ~ -~. ~ -- :-·.- =--t."'t - -.• : ,--, ~ ~:-;J·-,·:~·- ... / ... · 

· .,.-:--~ : "-t u0 ··r10t I..svffl'>~~ th~t.' yoo will.ft'Bk:e· :up >the' ·:matte'!' "Jr ·"ef'eEied 
corr .. ·nunion or that of'~t'he''\is6•tif ~o-wns fn"'our· Tield'··in'Gol!:6llibfidr:tr 'it 

::sih6ul'd ·come :Up I' wi~l"\}~s't ~rrt ion -~·-poS'it i01{ -~he~··t: ~ ·avo~d, ~a~er incon-
•venhmee"S;.":'•: l d6' 'ht}t." approve: eithe:r- of 'tne'm.. ·:: :": 1 · __ : =') - _J ·"' 

r 1·-;, i .. f"~; ("-:- ,--.,"';~\~.,..., .. ·:: .-~::.[ ·., .. ]- ; . • .,. . .-,- .... ·,; ....1. • ..-c;··· 0' ,.,(....., _rf .c. f.;;.~·:_ ~f~"':··:· 

~,,., :j '"'O':• ··c.. . Ai:Vmeriffdri~;d "8b6~';)'we· :ere ·Fr~iine" ':f&'')vou ~:itd'''Shsfi c6nt1i!1U8 to 
cf~ ·.,:,- d;6 str·c.c't.n fJr·thtY.-nreet;fnt'.S: ~nc:16r th~·wark bi'.Afl':ft~?lp&?~:slrig1lt' along 

:: ' ~e:a t~:troo :~i=l'se:s~ on;'iWe ~re 'I:)rajt~ f&- 'GOlonilii@i~dt'n ail' ii~ &~as.''d'od 
·: : krt¥iWs 't:ibo\}t' .it ,!81l(l: t&:working f-or trie SAl\r#t'iofi ~of sd~lJ:s:. Ws·::c&tise ·'is 

-'' :goi'rig'-ahe<'l<r~ev-enct!l~h ?to us·· iJt·~rpJ)enrs .Q.'i#e':re-1\t at1 zy'frrte:J§~>:It'--is4Hs Cause 
·.- c.mLShe:ltl :not.•.'f·t~~·n···en'y·.iJID1'Etcthe'1'a~He Jtimsel::f··Shal'J: f'a·ii. -lte ~-s·neoo and 

'. r,. •<Yiant·s·our :fa:1t-1.11'u.ltn~ms-''t6 '1-k>rk 'tlii6ugh~\ Ailfi;~H&-iiat..s -~ :setnto. 'liS -'&Ut t'o be 
sucoo.-ss1'u1; b'ut>Jt.o-~1'>& fB'ith'ful'·'a:n<lt~ne·k:ne: -#flTta-"lte :'ceTero'lf·:tlfie r-ei-it. 

,Pra t.se :"H u tml'i'je Strife ,nam& ~trl:st; Ke "is''G6d --~n€1' 'rs tlffii.Iill :on1·'ti\e Throne o Nobody 
c·' ··slialf,:d~t.rone1 'Hfin::"'"' ·! '-;·.:~-·-~ -:·" ~":: ,- .C'l "''' ,-,.:. '"'',,-:_r ,.,_.r, 
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'-ue ·'#fish '1"dl'''yot.r a:nr~)y'e:ry~Bls~sed 'NeW Y~r ·fn·~sus:·Nelile'. 
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Deer Joe. and the rest, 

St. Paul 8, lvlinn., 
December 29, 1950 

There was another matter which I think I forgot to mention to the Ex. Com. 
when we met the last ti.'!le I was with you before we cnme away on furlo. It 
was in connection with Trinidad. 

i Don Rosalino Corredor, the believer wbo lives in Trinidad, has a house 
i which some who have been down there know by sight, which he has a la 
I ordt'm de le mision if we establish there. He has had it rented and still 

II

J had it rented when I wee there, but he went.ed to with-hold it from ranting 
when the present contract is up so as to fix it up in hopes that someone 
would come there. 

! 

I 

I told him that I would bring it (the matter of the rental - not ·the house! 
before the compai'ieros in la obre end that we would let him know afterwards. 
I am not certain what his price of rent is, but it seems to me that he WSA 

getting, was it eighty pesos a month. He might wish to reserve one room for 
himself and he might have a little dry goods store end others similar 
things there as well as a place for himself to sleep. 

Would you therefore take it up at the conference? Personally I think that 
it would be well to have it in mind for renting it with the condition that 
that be when ,lthe situation permits or is such that someone can establish 
in Trinidad, which -we ell hope end pray might be soon. I would favor some decis 
decision¢~ something like that. If you then would let me know what you 
decide I could write him about it also. I just had a letter from him today 
in which he mentions about Belva's visit there and how it was appreciate4. 
I wos glad to hear that. He did not ask about what we would do about the II 
house. 

We had a letter from Proceso too and have had from several down there. My, 
, when we hear from them and think about them and the work we surely get still 

/ more longing to get back there to help along sooner the better. 
I 
I 
! 

In his letter Proceso mentions about what he has coming for the first part 
of February. I am glad his letter came just at this t 1me and not later.. As 
I mentioned in Harold's letter, Proceso would have about eighteen pesos 
coming for the second week in February. Or would it be more? I paid him for 
the last half end for march, April and May. And I told him that I would 
tell the ones in Bogot~ about this so as to give him the rest that he should 
have for the time that would coBrespond to the Plains stat.lon. Therefore, 
and I em sure that Harold will take care of that. 

Now if he did not get from the Bogot~ station for the first week or whatever 
part of it thet he worked that will fall upon the ones ir.. charge of Bogot~ 
to take cere of o He left Bogot~ for the Plains the 7th or 8th of Feb. I 
think it was. By the way, would it not be llllifll.iilfli twenty eight peees he 
should have more for thet week instead of eighteen?. Please mention that to 
Heroldo 

Then in closing I wish to express ag~i.tl our desire for you to have a blessed 

conference. Greetir.gs /Jfto all and to the conference. Yo~r, 



EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
JAPAN MISSION 

21- MARUYAMA CHO, BUNKYO-KU, TOKYO 

TELEPHONE-86-0835 

CABLE ADORESS-EVANLUTH, TOKYO 

Rev. Joseph Walla 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Columbia 
South America 

Dear Pastor Walla: 

!It 
A;!; 
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December ,0, 1950 

We greet you with the words o~ our Conference verse: 

El 

* ft. 
l1[ 

~ 

"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died ~or all, then were all dead: And that he died 
~or all, that they which live should not henceforth live u.'l'lto 
themselves, but unto him which died for ~~em, and rose again" 
(II Cor. 5:14-15)o 

fi&i -!"! ft.. 
l 

7" 
ft.. 

~ 
tt 

As we have met from day to day we have been challenged by the ~allowing 
thoughts based on our Conference theme, 11 Ambassadors of God 11 : 11 The Motive -
Constraining Love"; 11 The Message - Reqonciling Power"; "The Mandate -
Sanctifying Relationships." 

~·rnile this is our ~irst Con~erence our mission work in Tokyo is almost one 
year old. It has been evident that God's blessing has been upon us and we 
have seen the ~rui t of our labors in sustaining interest in Sunday School 
and a steady growth in church attendance. Like the Sower vre sow the seed 
o~ the \>lord of God in the hope that in time a rich harvest shall come forth. 
At t\is Con~erence we have laid plans for the establishment o~ ~our ne'" 

jL 

If' 

Plf 

stations in addition to the one already in Tokyo, extending thro~gh our _ 
selected field to Nar:oya. We ta..l{e this tremendous step conscious 1;-hat exceut 
as the Lord shall undergird, our e~forts shall be of little avaii, but as 
Hie '"romi ees are real a.>1d Hie presence precio•J_s, we move forward in ~ai th. 

'de are mind~u} t.~at ~mlike other mission fields He e:-;joy relative :JOlitical 
and econocic stability. HoVT long this will co:1tim1e is difficuJt tc nreC.ict, 
but '"e solicit your intercession for t.hi s neve at :I.i esion enterprise c:': O'J.r 
Church even as th~ '.J,,t·~-:: C:.'li ··el·""al·e of' yCJ;__<r ..Gssi::>n:o,ries has been on our 
n:ind <:L."1d hen.rt. 

~.li t~1 fraternal greeti nc;s, 

Si~cerely yours, 

cQloj ,~ 
(( 

* Jj( 

;ffil 

3t 
Jj( 

~ 



EST~ DE CUENTA DE LA OORFORACIOW ;FAWOELICA ANl>U!A 

FINANCIAL STATEME!T OF THE COU>M:BIA EV,A.NGELIC#Jt LU'fHERAN MISSION OF SQU'l'B »@RICA 

Diqio ( Ge»nBl Ledge£) 

lngresos (Income) enero 1 - d1ciembre 31, 1950 
- ~. 

Gastoa (EXpenditures) enero 1 - d1ciembre J1, 1950 

leeoe 

187,782 •• 7 

146,494.63 

Saldo diciembre 31, 1950 - - - - --- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -41,287.84 
(l3alance) 

lpndp a Eepec1a.let ( Specie.l J.ecigq) 

l2n% Iwega 
bteceipta) 

Servicio MMico 7 Mecl.icinas-------fi,057·75 
(Medical) · ·q;··· 

Emergeneia (Jmergena,r)------------14,525·10 
Gastoe Legales (Legal Expenaea)---444.87 
SUeldos (Salariea)---------36,~.06 
.Arrendamientoa (llent)-------26,163 .31 
.Arreg1o de '.Uojamientos------1,",'81.91 

(Property Upkeep) 
. Inatituto (Inati\ute)~---------12,574·?5 

Utilee lsco1area (SChool Supplies)----181,~5 
Maestros (Teachera)--.. - -------1,291.?? 
Evangelista.s ( Jmmge11sts )-------8,752 .46 
Literatura (Utvature)-. --------4,1)9.93 
ViaJea 7 !'rasteoe {TraYel, Mcvtng)-5.~3 
!1enea Semcv1entee (Veh1clee}-------7,2)9.03 
Vacac1onea {Vacation &Filrlougb.)-8,499.4.3 
Mne'b1ea 7 Jnaeree (JUrn1 ture)----8,534•82 

. Correo (restage)---· ·•• -------------196.45 
Cables, t.relegramu, 'l'el,fono------283t00 
Eacu.ela de Idiomaa (Language School )---$to1 
Gaatos Varies (Misc. )----------1,378~73 
Donacionea Peraonalee--------- · -733·29 

(Personal Gifts) 
. Dona.eionea P&ra la Obra-------3,076.19 

(Gifts for the Work) 
Bienes Raices {Property) 37el21•63 

15,08).44 
.824.11 

.}6.,40.06 
22~812.01 
1,552·71 

12,410.00 
J2.00 

291.77 
7,499.00 

L!00.04 
2,81.3·35 
7,311,70 
8,804.98 
8,5J4.82 

91.09 
263.00 
69.01 

255·00 
733·29 

602.90 

1),626.Q9 

'l'otal 18?. 782 .4? 146~494.6.3 
- 146,494.63 

Saldo 41,287.84 
(llalanee) 

------
3.351.24 

229.-20 

164.75 
llf9.05 

1,000.00 
1,253·46 
3.739.89 

. 2,8)4.58 

-·--·----
- -------
2,473·29 

23,!!95·51± 

4),25.3·64 
1,965.00 

41,28?.84 

~ficit 

558-34 
379.24 
65(t.OO 
-·- -----

·---------

--..... --------.. -
-------
-------



Bogota, Jan. 9, 1951 

Superintendent's Report for the year 1950 

.). 
!""'· :j 

"Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us." I Sam. 7:12 
''He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for sowin~, shall 

doubtless come again with joy, bringing hie sheaves with him. Ps. 126:6 

It is rather difficult to write and present a report of our work in 
Colo~b1a for this past year. In the first place the over-all picture 
even to the most opt1m1st1c has not been encouraging; and secondly, for 
the one who writes such a report it is impossible to entirely exclude 
the personal att~tude and impression that he may have. 

Nevertheless we have reason to rejoice and be thankful to the Lord 
for the blessings and the opportunities of the past year. He has kept 
rUe guarding hand over us, and to date even though some have faced 
dangers and real threats, the lives of all our missionaries and national 
workers have been spared. Not all on our field have fared as well, for 
we have learned with sorrow of the death through violence of some from 
a:nong the believers and sympathizers. ~!:oat all have suffered persecution, 
danger and loss of property. It is our prayer, however, that all·theee 
sufferings shall not have been in vain but rather might prove a blessing 
in disguise and will serve to ~~raw souls unto the Saviour. Some doors 
of oppo~tunity have closed to us while a few others have opened to new 
service. ~ther doors heve been tried but to no avail. But where we 
have been per~itted to enter in, where we in faith have availed ourselves 
of our God-given opp~rtunities, we can rest assured that the seed has 
not been sown in vain. God Himself will give the increase and the faith
ful serva.nt shall not be e:npty handec when he stands before his : ... ord. 

:f the places that we were forced to leave in the fall of 1949, 
Santa Ana, Chiscas, El Carizal and El Cocuy have not been reentered. 
Recent news of the events of last Dec. 30th which resulted in the death 
of one believer in Carizal and the imprisonment of two o~ his brothers, 
one a national worker of our mission, indicates that possibilities of 
again tak1n~ up that work are ~ore remote than previously thought. 

· !.fter the conference in January the work of the Socota station was 
carried on by ''iss :-1eerde and ··'iss Torkelson. 0esides the various ser
vices and the children's classes, they conducted a first-aid program 
thus :1inistering to bodies as well as souls. f. few days after their 

~ arrival in Bopota for a special conference which was called in .-.r.arch 
news. arrived of the destruction by burning of the missionary home and 
the chapel in Parpa. ;.ro missionary work has since been done in that 
region. Inter~ittent if not constant persecution and threats against 
the believers there indicate that it would be unwise to consider reope~ 
1.n~ that '-"~ark at the preeent time. 

Casanare, or the plains area, while presenting a very delicate 
situation due to revolutionary and military activity, perhaps aleo 
offered the r;-ree.test opportunities of anJ part of the field. Under the 
leadership of Pastor ~stre~ evangelization has been carried on and even 
extended ~espite the risks and hardships. A blow to that work was the 
CY'1plete c1estruct1on ~f our ui£:sion etation in :.,a /;guada when that town 
was burned in '~epte·nber. It ha.d prevl -:;>Jcly served as the center for our 
cla1 ns' lnrk. ··uch credit for \<:hat \:las accomplished in Cesanare tl1is 
yenr r~es to 0ur nati~nal wJr~ers whn served there. -liverio ~ora, , .• ~ 



Superintendent ' s report -- p. 2 

Proceso :vrora and Gerardo Wilches were employed there for six, ten and 
eleven months respectively. Pastor Ostrem personally itinerated in 
that region for about five months until his return in July to leave 
for furlough. During November Y'iss Nerlien made a, trip to the plains 
as she accompanied two Institute girls to their ho~es, and while there 
was able to visit a number of places conducting services. The proposed 
school to be taught by Dolores Grass did not materialize because of the 
unfavorable s1 tuat1on. Later in the year ~rs. viilches was able to con
duct a school for four months in the vicinity of La Chapa. During the 
month of December two of the girls fro~ the Institute taught vacation 
Bible school in various places and will continue doing so in January 
and February. 

Pastor Quanrud has served as head of the Tunja station while Miss 
Danielson has been the resident missionary. Besides the various services 
which she has conducted, her English classes have made and maintained 
.numerous contacts. Fanny Jimenez, a national worker, has been her com
panion and assistant throughout the year. Workers from the Bogota sta
tion have made frequent week-end trips there to speak at the Sunday 
services. During the month of December Xiss Nerlien was also in Tunja 
assisting in the work. 

The work of the Bogota station was under the direction of Pa~tor 
Bergh the first six months, and has been directed by Pastor i..:endenhall 
during the past six months. Pastor Q,uanrud has collaborated in the 
Bogota work, conducting services and Bible classes in various homes in 
the suburbs. Since April 1st ::~iss Heerde and ~;:iss Torkelson have ser
ved as parish workers doing house visitation and conducting Sunday 
Schools and vacation Bible schools in various homes. Pausanias Wilches, 
another of our national workers, has served in the Bogota station 
besides making frequent trips to Tunja. 

The Bible Institute was conducted 1n Bogota again this year. ~11ss 
Bergh, Xiss Nerlien and Pastor Walla were full-time teachers; Vicenta 
D!az, :.~rs. \<lalla and Pastor Clson taught par~time. 

There have been several.changes in the missionary staff during the 
year. The ~"alde, Bergh and Ostrem families left the field for furlough 
in July, and i·1iss Bergh left 1n November. Two missionaries, Pastor 
'""'leon and Pastor ;.~orck, returned to the field in June and Decer:1ber 
respectively. 

As a conference we are grateful to the members of the Joint 
Foreign 'r1ssion Board, to Dr. Syrdal the executive secretary, and to all 
other officers and members of our supporting church bodies for their 
prayers and support during the past year. We are thankful to each one 
who has in any way aided in the furtherance of the gospel work in 
Colo:nbia. 

To all my fellow-missionaries I wish to express :ny appreciation 
and thanks for their faithfulness and devotion to the work and to their 
respective tasks. ?f:ay the Lord reward and richly bless each one. 

r::espectfully submitted, 

P.S. The Bogota station has also carried on womens work in two places 
in the city, the two groups meeting alternately every other week. 
Mrs. Quanrus has been in charge o~ this work.· 



THJ') X:r: I /llfNU.A7 .• G:.tl'DJ··tvGA OO:ti'F:G.~FJ~CJil 

Jan" 9·· 14, 1951 

The following schedule ,,•as observed • 

. :G. All sessions were _.opened "'i th devotions. 

A- M'"'rning Prayer and Bible Study ( Colossia.ns) 
Tuesday - Free Topic 
WcC!.nesdav - Ch. 1 
Thursday - Ch. 2, 
Frida:v - Ch. 3 
SaturdAy - Ch. 4 

Miller 
Quanrud 
Morek 
Olson 
Danielson 

Afternoon Devotions 
Tuesda.y - Nerlien 
Wednesday - Wmdenhall 
Thursday - Alice Walla 
Friday - Deloris M8ndenhall 

B. Saturday afternoon outing in charge of Elizabeth Heerde and Alice Walla 

C. Sundfl.y ev;ening - Communnion Service, Mendenhall in chPrge 

I~ Conference o~lled to order by SUperintendent Walla 
A. GrePting from JFipan mission fielt'l. rel'.d by Superintendent and SecretFJ.ry WAS 

instructed to A.ekno1r'ledge this gre~ting and to send greetings frorr this Con
ference to all Foreign Fields of U.E.L.C. ancl E.L.C •. 

:S. RPnorts 
1. R.eport b~r SupE>rintew ent. 
2. Reports by station heros and Institute Director. 
3· Secretflr7 1 S report read and approved. 
1-1, Trensurer•s report read and approved pe>nd;!.ng report of a·,l<ii~ing commi.tt3e. 
5, Voted that Rev. Morek and Elizabeth Heerde serve f'S audi tor3. 
~. Auditors report heard and approved. 
7. Report of Literature Committee heard and approved "'i.th recommendP.tions. 

III. EC!.ucAtion 

1. Voted that an investigntion be made of the possibility of sending students to 
the Missouri S~rnod Seminnry in :Sti.eno s Aires, find that Rev. l~orck make the nee es
sery investigation. 

?. • Voted thflt ,,,e offp,r PausPniRs Wilches and Gerflrd.o Wilches the opportunity of 
Theological training at thP Concordi~. Semin~rv (~issouri Svnod) Bu~nos Aire>s, 
ArgPntinA, if said institution ,,rill rACPive thPm, and if found practicA.l(this 
to be determined by Executive CommittP.P. upon rPceipt of information from 
Buenos Aires) and if th~ Board A-pproves. 

3· Voted that in the event 'pausanias Wilches and Ger~r~.o Wnches 'rrill be permitted 
to stud" in .Argentina, funds for said training be lllfl.de a special project at 
home, . 

~. The follo,.ring l>rere nominated to the tnsti tute ta.oul ty: 
HArold L. Olson - Director 
Bel vn. lTerlien Ter-1cher 
Elizabeth Heerde TeachP.r 

5. Superintendent instructed secretHry to cnst a unnnimous bFI.llot for Institute. 
fpcultv. 

6. Voted. thnt the Institute fnculty be delegated to A.ct on scholP..rships for the 
coming school ye~r. · 

?. Vote~. thF~t the Prr~ngernents for schools in the Plains be made by Executive Cor.1-
rni ttee in consul tF~tion ,,,i th ChA.i:cmail of EducAtion Committee and pending re.:-port 
of J. L. Wfl.lla. R.f'Ger trlp to yla:!ns. 

8. VotPd thA.t thP Conference go on record as being in fRvor of a primaz·~r school ir: 
Bogota, investigRtion to be made ,by 0. Q;ua!lr".ld. . . 

9. Voted that in light of the letter from Dr. S:vrdal of Nov. 9, 1950 and due to t}:.e 
problem that Mr.-, :Herman MiUle:r faces in his .,.,ork among the Germans, we give hL.: 
in3truction in Lutheran Doctrive and ask hl1e bonrd•s permission to license ~im 
to P..d.Minister the SA.cr·.ame:ntE. 

,,., ;)..._ 



IV. Finance 

1. Voted that the balances in the :Sng,)~;a ·t;ravEJl and. Jeep funds be trnnsferred to 
the vehicle fund. 

2. Voted thAt the deficit in the Legt=tl E:;~penses Fund be covered by n trt'lnsfer 
from Miscellaneous Fund. 

3· Voted th~t the deficit in the Emergency Fund be covE>red b:v the.trronsfer of the 
b11l~nces in Bogotii. nncl Tunjfl. station accounts. 

4. Vote(!. thAt the (I efici t in the VaqHon Rnd Furlough Fund be covered by a trans
fer from the Trt-wel Fund. 

5. 'l'he Executive Cornmi ttee bring recommendt!l.tions to Conferenc ne to use of gifts 
on hfl.nd for the "'ork (in dollRrs and pesos). 

6. RecommendPtions submitted A.nd A.pproved. 
7. Voted thPt All Pccount books, Treasurer, Institute, and stAtion be Audited 

Pnnufl.lly. 
8. Voted th~t the funds of the former Duitana congregntion to the amount of 

$870.41 (pesos) be plFI.oed in a SEwings Account in the BA.nk of Colombia either 
by the Corporation, if possible, or by fl.n individual member or members of the 
mission. 

9. Voted. that MPrried Evfl.ngelists be paid $185.00 (pesos) monthly i! \ororking in 
.Begot~. 

10. Voted to approve the Proposed Budget for 1951 of $62,260:00 (pesos). 
11. Voted that the Conference request the Board to figure the budget at a rrte 

of exchange of not More than $2.95 pesos to the dollar. 

~ V. Evangelism 

1. Voted tha.t in view of the limited opportunities of expansion and the diffim.:.lt:f 
of getting ne\'r :nissionaries into Colombia and the resultant danger of dL'rlin·· 
~"hing interest in the Latin American cause, we recommend that an in.vestigP.~io:.. 
~e mnd.e Ft.S to the possibility of sending missionaries to ano·Gher or other Luti:it 
Al':3rican countries directly under the auspices of :>ur Board or RffiliRted "'i th 
other Lutheran organizations. 

2.Voted that Proceso Mora be placed as an Evangelist in the Plains for the year 
1951. 

3· Voted that Oliverio Mora be pll'l.ced. in Tunja t=~.s Evangelist for 1951 but if he 
does not t=~ccept, further A.rrangements for his placement be left to the Elcecu
tive Committee. 

4. Voted that J. 1ofAlla flnd T. Mendenhall makE~ n. trip to the pl~ins and after their 
return prepl'l.re to leave on f'1l.rlough. 

5· Voted thRt subject to BoP.rd a:pprovf-1.1 A. Morek go to Medell:!n to carry on Liter
flture program Rnd lf•ork with University Students. 

6. The follo,..ring slate of Nominations for StaUon Heads ll•as mRde and the Secretary 
'\ora.s instructed to cfl.st P unanimous ba.llot. 
Bogot~ - Olger Q.uanrud StAtion Head 

VAlborg 'rorl<;elson Parish Worker 
Tunja - Har.old Olson Stfl.tion Hefl.d 

Helen Danielson Parish ~~rker 
P1Pins - l}e:eha:rd Ostrem Station Head 

7. Voted thA.t 0. Quanrud serve as counsellor for the people of the abandoned sta. 
tions and send n letter of encouragement to them monthly if possible. 

Vl. Property 

1. Voted that a eommi ttP.e of three be elected to e·tud.y the best location for a 
church in :Bogota n.nd investigate cost of lot and building and bring specific 
recommendations to the Superintendent. 

2. Voted that we go on record as being in favor of buying a missionary residence 
in BogotA., euch as a duples or two.,.family residence. 

3· Voted that the secretA.ry cl'l.st n unanimous ballot for Ol'l.on, Morek, and ~anrud 
to constitute the committee £or invest18aticn of loon.tion El.nd cost of l'ot and. 

I 
building a church. 

, • , .3 



• •• 

j. 

4. Voten thnt. the snme building commt t'Gne toge!iher \-'i th Eli:uobeth Heerde rtnd 
Mrs. 0. ~anrud makE' recommendPtions to superintend.ent reg~rding pu1!chr-~.se of 
mission~ry residence. 

VII. Miscellaneous 

1. Voted th~t J. Walla and T. Mendenhall be given the privelege of going home on 
furlough, ~nd thP.t the length of their furlough be in accordance with time of 
service on the field. 

2. Vote<'!. thflt the necessar~r furloughs and temporA-rY replacements for 1951 be 
Arranged by the Executive Conmittee. 

3· Voted thA.t the Mission officers constitute the members of the Corporfltion and 
thA.t they hold the sPme offices in the Corporfl.tion as they do in the Mission. 

4. Voted thP.t Dolores Grflss be paid $160.00 (pesos) .,,ith the suggestion that she 
use thAt fl.mount to.,rard her brothers first yefl.r at the Institute. 

5· Voted that Wnlla and Mendenhall inquire into conditions for renting Roseline 
Correnor l's house in TrinidAd A.nd report fincUngs to EXecutive Committee for 
finAl decision. 

6. Vote(! tha.t the secretfl.ry be instructed to send condolences to Mrs. Harold 
Olson Pnd children on behalf of the Conference. 

? • Voted thflt the secreta.ry be instructed to send greAtings to Ostrem in repl:r 
to letter from him and also to the other ~issionaries on furlough. 

8. Voted that the IISpeoial Cornmitteesll be COJII!lOSed of a chairman nnd two members 
and that thev be elected by the Conference. ' 

q, Voted that the •ecretary cast a. unanimous ballot for the following slate of 
'Special Cornmitteell members. 
Gitura.ture. - Chairman - Morek Members- :Belva Nerlien, Valborg TorkelsoY1 
Educl'l.tion: - Chairman - Joyce :Bergh Menibers- Hnrold Olson, OJ ger Q,t,.an:r-,.1d 

Liturgy 
Medical 
Furniture 

·nn. llaetions 

Alternate - :Bleva Nerlien 
- Chairtnrul - Quonrud Members- 0 s trem, Morek 
- Chairman - Torkelson Members- Heerde, Ostrem 
-Chairman - Olson Members- Danielson, Phoebe ~lb.nrY.d 

Elizabeth Heerde -.Alternt=~te 

1. Voted thPt "'e ~ina.te nnd vote by bF~llot. 
?.. Morek and Olson nominnted for Vice-Superintendent. Morek elected. 
3· Olson nominated for TrM.surer Nld secretary instructed to cnst a unl'l.nimous 

bl'lllot. 
4. Olson ond Ostrem no~inatPd for three year term on Executive Committee. Olson 

elected. 
5. Morek WA.s elected chairman p~ tern due to illness of Superintendent. who ve.cnt t\C', 

the chair 7Hdw p.m. .. · 
IX. Vot~d to adjourn • 
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BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL. EXECUTIVESECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS IS, MINNESOTA s TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 s CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOliS 

Rev. Joseuh Walla 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota. Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Rev. Walla: 

January 2, 1951 

I am enclosing a list and cards that I would like to have the unordained 
missionaries on our mission fields who are citizens of the United States, 
sign and return to us at the earliest possibility. According to my list 
the following should be the ones to sign: 

Elizabeth Heerde. Belva Nerlien, Valborg Torkelson. 

The Social Security Program of our government has just been opened u~ to 
unordained missionaries. Members of our church Who have studied into the 
matter very seriously have urged that we use this opportunity of entering 
into this program. Cost to be borne by the employee will be deducted 
from payments already made to the Pension Fund of our church so that the 
expense to the individual employee will not be increased especially at 
this time. Kindly have the few missionaries concerned sign the paper 
and cards and have them returned to me by return mail if possible. 

We are continuing to think of you and your work and to pray for you daily. 
Realizing the difficulties that you are all facing we know that you need 
special grace and strength from God constantly. We know also that He is 
able to give those and trust that He will continue to bless you all in 
your labor for His Kingdom. 

Wishing you all a blessed year in 1951. 

RAS:hh. 

Dr. J. A. Aasgaard. President of E.L.C. 
Or. l. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, RecordinQ Secretary 

Sincerely yours, 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Dr. J. R. Lavik 
Or. E. M. Hegge 
Mr. P. M. Onstad 

Mr. Arthur Louis, Assist~nt Recording Secreta-v 
Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Educatioo 

Rev. A. W. Haugon, Field Repres•ntative 



Dear Fellow-workers, 

No. ? Seminary Campus, 
Como&. Luther Place, 
St. l'eul 8, Minn. 
January 8, 1951 

In nothing be anxious; but in every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made knOWJl unto God. And the- peace of God 
which passeth ell understanding, shall keep your hearts aoi minds through Christ 
Jesus. Phil. 4:6-7. 

Those verses are very challenging ones to me and at the seme t ill'le 
so very precious in so many ways that I wish to pass them on to you now as you 
will be meeting at the Confer&nce wmre you will have many vital matters to 
take up ahd to d4cide '\lpon. We greet you all with those two verses. As I 
have mentioned in earlier letters, we would have liked to be with you at the 
Conference, but as we cannot this year in person we shall be with you in 
:prayer right along. 

Though the situation is difficult anrl the conditions are as they ere 
let us look forward in Jesus name constantly. Tle cause is Christ's. He has worked 
in seriously difficult times before in different parts of the world at dif'ferent 
times and ages. He is the same now as then end ever is (He b. 13: 8). Though His 
cause has suffered so greatly through all ages, yet HE is on the Throne end shall 
stay there. Therefore as long as He gives us SOlie kind of opportunity to do some
thing for Him out there in some way some1Vhere in Jesus n.emej we trust lind believe 
Him 'for the posstbility to do it. It may not show up so greatly to us or in our 
presence, end yet it might also do that, but eternity will show it. Thanks be to 
our God ldlo is greater then the apparent impossibilities. I say apparent because 
some times our impossibilities are not iJnilossibfiities to God. 

We were happy to receive Belva's letter telling of her trip to the 
Plains end also for letters from the Wilches and others from down there where we 
could see how God was 'WOrking inspite of the dif1"1culties. It made us or gave us 
added longing to get out there sooner. We seell be happy when July comes when we again 
can God willing set sa.il for our land of labor. We feel greatly the. need of the 
Plains and are willing to go beck there, so you can feel completely free and at 
liberty to place us down there upon our return. As I mentioned in a previous letter 
we have the possibility at renting Don Rosalino's house in Trinidad for the work. 

I was happy too to hear Joyce say that in e. letter she had re-ceived 
from Hilma she had seid that she was willing to go to the Plains to teach. Thanks to 
God that there are those willing to go there for that work. May you also in this 
see what God would want. We pray with yru about it. It appears to me that it would 
be good seeing that she indicates her willingness herSelf first before we talk to 
her a bout it. It will be important that we try to do what wa can with schools there. 
I shell be glad to help with it in whatever "#18Y I can as soon as we get out tffire 
again. 

Another thing which was mentioned in one of the letters we received 
from the Plains was concerning another young lAdy or should I say girl, who has 
indicated for same time that she would like to eome to the Institute. It ia Rosa 
Mer{n. I belie·v& definitely that we should do something about it to make it possi
ble for her to come this year. Gerardo says that she is pr~essing well end is 
consagrade. I know that we have sometll.ing about not giving help from the Institute 
to first year~ students. But would there be anything out of tb3 way if we mention 
her to interested people here that they could help h~r fina~cielly'?1tdlhink th~ it 
would be pleasing to God. She needs it, the work needs it .... sfiai g Y prese • 
Let us press on for Colallbia as long as there is a possibility to stay in the land· 
If we should be forced out later well we will. not cross that bridge u~il then. 
God bless you all in Jesus name.' Again' greetings to all. Your~ 



-BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL. EXECUTIVESECRETARY 

425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA J. TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583'" CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 

Rev. Theod.ore Mendenhall 
Apartado .4980 
Jogota, Colombia 
South America 

Dear Rev. Mendenhal 1: 

Janual'7 18, 1951. 

AIR MAIL 

We are enclostng the 1 ~er Paylist for 1951. Please note that w' 
are basing thl• budget on the presentation of your Conference placed 
before the »oard at its October meeting and approved at that meeting. 
Included in this budget is the tnstitute wh1ch will most likelJ' be car
ried this year also b7 the L:n.:a. ot our Church. ~ther than vaitillg 
for the Bonq !rom the L.D.B.., ve are ad"18ncing funds nov to be repaid 
to us at auch time as the L.D.R. makes i~a ~~t. 

We are 'baaing pqmenta on :3 pesos to u.s. $l.oo. We h&ye not been in
formed that there has been 8.D"3' change in exchange rate. Please keep 
ua informecl if there is azq change one vq or. the other. 

Please note deduction for books sent to Morek. These should be sulJtracted 
from the regular budget allowance for literature or frOlll the special. gift 
ot $1500.00 remitted by the lf.M.J'. tor the purpose of ttanalatian and 
publication ·Of the Lite of Martin Luther. 

Please. note that Printe Contributions Bo. 1, 2, ), 4, U and l5 are 
deducted as being a duplicate of it!lJls already contained in the station 
budget. We, therefore, consider that these gifts were ~eluded in the 
~ent made for the Station »adget. We are, hoveTer, mentioning them 
aeparatelT so that due credit can be giVtm to the donora. 
:S • 
lte haTe had inquiry from missionaries concerning tuition for their chil-
dren. No money is beinG sent out separatel7 for this purpose as we note 
,-ou have 'bu.d&etted for it in the budget proposal presented to our :Soard 
and accepted in October. Please note furt~er that missionaries children 
should be educated and that expense of tuition be paid bY the Mission 
beginning when the child is 1 years of age. 

Ye are still va.iting for Minutes of the Conference recently held in 
Colombia. I have had a couple of iettera since the Conference closed 
refe~ring to certain aCtions taken. Such letters rather tease ua along 
and stir our curiosity. I imagine ve will haTe a full report in a few 
days. 

\fishing you God1s continued blessin& 

ras:mh 

Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Or. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. C. M. Ha:1son, RecordinQ Secretary 

Sincere greetings 

•om 0' ''""GN MO,OONS 0' '"' <VANGRO<O..C C~ £:Q-1~~~~ 
Or. J. R. lavik CH7H Mr. Arthur is, Assistant Recording Secretary 

Or. E. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
Mr. P.M. Onstad Rev./\. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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Salaries • • • . . . . . . . l/4 of $12,125.00 • • • • • . . . . . . $3,031.25 

Plus: 

Joyce Jergb. - 1 month sal&17 1n IV Q,tr. paid em field 
$3,1)1.2$ 

100.00 

Lea a a 

JUla Paid a\ Home • O • O • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • 0 . I J51:79·b, 
$2,7'79.46 Jalance Salaries • , • • • 

Station Jud&et for 1951 - Peeoa 6,5,620,00, 01'. u.s. $21,87).00 

SU.tioa :Budge\ ~or I Q;uarler- 1/4 of $21,8?3.00, or $5.~.25 

.x.. •• , 

Arnfelt C. Morek· 
Au&aburg Pa.bl. Eou.se 

(Waat kpti• A A4nl.t Conversion) 
!he OOJJI'rl.Pi Law 

"'or follo!!'in#; ltooka sent '' So• America 
•.ru. 1• ktheiJi . 
"Life A ftaea of Martin I.u~ 

Pius PriTAte Oontributiou: . 

$1.50 

. .s • .so 

Jalanoe statiens ••• • • 

1, Suppotl of eti'Ye worker b)" lleT. Orrllle &. l!iepler, ~tte4 
"'tt,oo by ReT, "1, H. Andersen, lta.thton,.JU.Jm. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • £Y 

2. Support 91 natiTe worker lJ7 Willing Workers Society, remitted 
by Oscar llOTlazl4, lllppiJlc, . B. Dak. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 90,00 

'' Support of nati'Ye worker" La41es At4, remitted by Oscar 
Hovland, llpp1Bg, Jf, ·Dak. • • • • • _ • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • •. • • 90t 00 

4, 'lor su:pport of teacher 1D. South America )7 Gre~t J'all.s Circu1t 
W,M,J', 1 rcitt .. b7 Mrs. hancia ». Leary, Stm~t, Mont •• , • • • • ll.S,OO 

.s. Ohriat.aa gift forma lleerde '1t7 lal.ft1"7 Luth. Ladies AS.d, 
remitted~ lira. Harold Jllcdahl, 1615 - 26th ATe,, Mol!P,, ru. . . . . . 15,00 

6. Chriataaa gift for missionaries in South America. remitted la7 
Rev. H, A., Oerke, '212 v. Lapham St., Milwaukee 15, Wis. 1t7 Mission 
Soclet7. . . • . • • . . . . • • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . 20,00 

7 ~ franalaticm. and publication of Life of Martin La.ther, J'eJilitted 
b7 Woman 1 s Misaicmart J'e4era.tion, 51 s. 4th ft. , Minneapoli•, Miml, . _1,,00, 00 

8, H1ssian Circle No, 6 for Colombia Mission Schol.atehip • remi":- · 
ted b7 Vance !orgerson, Mama, MinD., ••.•••••••••••••• , • ?.S.OO 

9. J'or ,Bgy. and Mrs • .Arnteld Morek $5.00: for Helen Danielap $5.00 
from ~th Sampson, remitted b)" Miss Caroline Laugman, SOS College A.ve, , 
Ottawa., Ill. • • . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 10.00 

10. Christmas gift tor ~lva Nerlien b7Missian Society, lst Luth. 
Oong., remitted by R. M. Olson, 91:3 Grand ATe, lll., Eau Claire, Wis. l,S,OO 
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11. Sundq S¢lool.tor IUPPort o:t na.tin wopr in South Aaerica , . 
former~ Gerardo WP,chea, remitted '117 Mra. AriaU BaaacJNl.e, .Boz $:3), 
»ereai'ord, ~. Dak. •• , • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $222,96 

12, Circle llo, 6, Little Oeda.r Oong., rsd.ited 117 Ta:ace !orgeraon, 
A4ama, Minn. tor Schowthiu • • . • • • • • :30. oo 

13. r South .Amer ca. or e e 
hea4, Wh., remitted 19' lleT. Ge;-hard ~stra. 
Ave. & Luther Place, ast. Paul 8, Minn. •••• , • • • • • • • • • • • • • $. 75 

14, Chriatmaa gitt :tor lt!!. ·Harold Olson 1'fta Q., Qa'briel.aen, 1)12 -
7th St. ,s. , Moorhead., Minn. , • • •.•. , , • • • , • • • • • • • , • • • • • 10,90 

15, J'or eupport 91 patt.Te paatoz: by X. J. & Ol.arence Lind, remi~ted. 
'b7 Mrs. x. J. ldnd, · Dealuon, Mina. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 125, oo 

16. Maaas g1t) tor Jelva .llerlien )rT laMq School, 1st Luth. 
Ccmg., remittee!. '\7 M1aa Arline Bwle, 1005 Odo1'4 Ave., ku Ol.ab'e, Via. 15,00 

Lesa: Private Coptribut101'1! as i'ollons 

K1~eapolls, iu.nn. 
Jan. 18, 1951. 

Rev, Mendenhall 

lfo. 1 
2 

' It 
11 
15 
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$25~00 
90,00 
90,00 

115,00 
222.96 
125.00 

F.s. Depodt o1' this paylist will be made al'out the lOth o:t Jebru.al'7, 

R,A,S. 

667.96 



SOU'f11 AMlmi CA. 
I Q,U.A.ij'lii - 1931 

JILtS PAJD A! H<lll 

Heerde, ::llisa'beth . 
Pension l'und Duet I Q;oartel' 
Mra. llonald. :liachoft - I (ltr. 

_Kenda)ual.l, · fheo, 
l'enaioa J'ond. Dwte 
Luth, Jrohrhood Paid i~19-.50 

Jrerlien, ~~.,.,-
Pension J'und Dwte 

Olson, Harold 
Lu~ Kv.hal LS.te Ina. Oo. 

JU.rlaa 
ialll 

9;aaprad. Olger 
Peneioa J'und Due 

!orkelton, Val bore 
Pen•ism J'1m4 Due - I (ltr. 

Walla, Joe, 
PenaiaD. hnd Dwta 

$.31.50 
29.1, 

Kiniatera Lite & Oana.lt,' "Union Paid 12-1)-50 
Lu~. Jrotherhoo4 • 1!-1)-50 

$1.5~5) 
100,00 

2).00 
21.42 

13.80 

60.$ 

23.00 
4.00 

50.10 





rr. R. A. Syrdal 
425 South 5th Street 
Yinneapolis 15, Yinnesota 

Dear Dr. Syrdal: 

Apartado Aereo 4980 
BoEota, Colombia 
Jan. 26, 1951 

Greetings in Jesus' Name. 

After two weeks in bed with the mumps I am finally back 

on my feet. I seem to have escaped any complications so 

within a few days I should be back to normal. The material 

from the conference has of course been delayed because of 

1 t. '·;-endenhall has mai 1.ed you a copy of the rdnute s and 

of the revised budget at :ny request, \'i thin the very next 

few days I hope to have mailed to you the variJus reports 

fro~ the conference and some explanations of the minutes 

and the revised ;roposed bucget. 

:::nclosed you will find the paper and cards filled 

out as requested for the three girls w~o will be under 

the Social Security ?rogra~. They all three ask that 

you fill in their ~ailing addresses according to your 

judp-:1ent. 

Sincerest Ereetings, 



The Joint Boards of the ELC and the UELC 
425 South 4th Street 
1-1inneap6lis 15, Minnesota 

Dear Board Members: 

Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia 
Jan. 27, 1951 

Greetings in Jesus' Name from all the members of our mission here in 
Colombia. 

The Twelfth Annual Conference of CELMOSA was held from Jan. 9-14 here 
in Bogota. Besides handling the necessary items of business and laying 
plans for the work for this new year we made it a time of spiritual 
fellowship and feasting. We dedicated each morning to a Bible study 
and prayer service, using the book of Colossians as a basis for our 
studies. The Lord was gracious and blessed us richly, and gave us 
oneness of mind in otJr conference deliberations. 

'ftany of the i terns in the minutes will need no comment but others I 
shall try to clarify with some explanations. 

III. Education: 

1. We are still facing the problem that we tried to solve last year, 
that of training for some of our young men. The conference defin
itely believes, and I don't think anyone else would deny it, that 
if we are to carry on at all in Colombia and if we are going to use 
national workers at all, we must prepare national pastors. And even 
if we were to withdraw, of which there is no intention at the present, 
we ought to leave some well trained workers qualified to carry on. 

We see only three possible ways of providing such n€eded training: . 
a) Establlbsh here a seminary of our own. b) Provide some part-time 
theological study. c) Send the men to a good established Lutheran 
seminary. The first possibility, our proposal last year,.was pretty 
well eli~inated by such objections as the cost and the questionable 
wisdom of employing one or two missionaries full-time for the training 
of three or four men; and the lack of a qualified missionary among 
us to head up such a work. I believe these objections still stand 
and we now face othereproblems that make such a proposal practically 
impossible. Because some have gone into other work we now have only 
two men to consider as candidates for theol. training. Because of 
the reduction in the missionary staff there will be no one that can 
devote full-time to such work. 

The second possibility is one of these 11 here a little, there a 
little" propositions that never satisfactorily meets the need. The 
poorly qualified teacher would be less qualified because of having to 
divide time and attention on several assignments. To provide an 
adequate theol. training by such a means would take from four to six 
years. During that length of time the students would be of little 
service to the mission except on a part-time basis here in Bogota 
while studying, and during vacations when they could go to other 
parts of the field. At the end of that time would we feel satisfied 
that they had been given a 700d t~ealogical training? , .• ~ 
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The third p6ssibility is the one which we unanimously feel would 
best meet the need. In the shortest possible time, and with~ut tying 
up missionary personnel in such work, the men would be given a complete 
seminary course in an established and thoroughly Lutheran school under 
competent professors. The cost may be considerable, the tra~el for 
the two families and their support while down there, but it should not 
be insurmountable and should be worth being made a special project 
at home. I know there aae objections here also. There is the danger 
of spoiling tha boys by sending them abroad, but there ie considerably 
less danger in sending them to_ one of the other Latin American 
countries than in sending them to the States. It should have a whole
some and broadening effect upon them to study in a progressive and 
enlightened country like Argentina while still being Spanish. There 
is also the possibility of an unfavorable reaction on the part of the 
boys to the more liturgical or high churchly emphasis in a l'-1issouri 
Synod school. I think that problem would have to be faced in any 
established Lutheran seminary to a greater or lesser degree, because 
of the reformed and unli turgical influence which is the background of 
our field. If the boys could take it, and I think they could with 
the proper'help and counsel, they would come back thoroughly Lutheran 
with a much needed influence and emphasis for our field. 

There is apother Lutheran seminary in Argentina, the U.L.C. I think, 
but Olson and Morek recommended the Missouri Synod school from the 
impressions they received on their trip, at which time they visited 
both schools. We are now waiting for information as to the cost, 
entrance requirements, time of registration, school year, courses, etc. 
They should be here any day now, and we will then try to get it into 
your hands before the board meets. 

2. Both these men have worked in the mission between two and three years 
and have proved themselves. They are cousins. Both have studmed in 
our institute. Gerardo has worked in the plains the past two years 
and I believe Ostrem would recommend him highly. Pausanias worked 
in Parpa a few months, and in Bogota since the fall of 1949. He is 
scholarly and spiritual and always brings a good message. He has 
expressed interest in teaching and we consider him as a good prospect 
for a future teacher in the institute. Though he does not have the 
''bachillerato'' (secondary school) we feel he is self-taught to at 
least that extent. Gerardo is not as much of a student but has good 
possibilities as a pastor. His sermons are good, vofi th 11 meat" on them, 
and he has a good delivery.th 1 3. There is no provision forAecr8~it1on in the budget, so it would 
necessarily have to be extra-budget, and should make an appealing 
and successful project. 

4.' 5. . 
6. Ideally this should be handled by a committee of station heads, but 

under the present situation with no resident missionary ip the places 
from where the students come who would know the economic status of 
each student, it has seemed wisest to delegate that authority to 
the faculty. 

7. We have requests from our people there to give them schools, but we 
are faced with a situation that is still unsettled and delicate, in 
addition to the fact that we cannot lawfully have schools there 
because of the Concordat which defines it as exclusive Catholic 
mission territory. 

8. This will be an attempt to open another avenue of service here in 
Bogota, but with the prospects not very good for approval from the 
authorities. 

9. Because of ·the many questions and uncertainties relative to :.r;r. 
~.~uller • s case past proposals to give hi:n some inetrtction have not 
materialized. The slightest hint of such a proposal has immediately 
suggested to him ordination and the full status of a foreic:n :nissionar~ 
Since we have not known from one six-~onth period to the next when •.. 3 
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our relations with him might terminate we have almost deliberately 
tried to avoid any encouragement to his thinking along that line -
since the first blunder was made in our negotiations with h1m. But 
of course it has not solved his problem. He 1s trying to establish 
and conduct a Lutheran work because that is what both he and his 
people want. They accept and consider him as Lutheran, but of course 
his training and ordination is Presbyterian. Serving and being 
considered Lutheran but not having auth~rization from any Lutheran 
body is a personal problem to him, and I think understandably so. 
Our giving him instruction would be good but would not alone ~olve 
his problem. Would it be possible on the part of the church at home 
or that of the conference to license him after having given him 
some instruction? That would give him approval and recognition in 
his administration of the sacraments, and ~till would not.obligate 
us to him in the sense that ordination would, at least until such a 
time as we might be ready to assume further obligations in our rela
tionship with him. 

IV. Finance: 
1., 2., 3., 4. These involve transfers from funds which had balances 

to certain funds in which there were small deficits, as you will 
see from the financial report as submitted by Mendenhall. 

5., 6. These refer to the actions taken with regard to gifts, in the 
Exec. Comm. meeting of Jan. 9th, the minutes of which ar~ enclosed. 

7. In previous years the station books have not been audited, but we 
feel that they should be just as well as those of the treasurer and 
the institute. 

8. These are funds raised by the congregation in Duitama while it was 
active, and were designated for the purchase of an evangelical 
cemetery. As yet we do not feel that we have the right to divert 
these funds to any other use than that for which the congregation 
designated them. 

9. This we feel necessary because of the riding cost of living here in 
the city. The raise is from the previous scale of $160 pesos, but 
will require that they pay their own water and light, that may vary 
from $5 to $8 pesos per month. We have paid their water and light 
previously. It will therefore ~ean a net increase of from $17 to 
$20 pesos per month. 

10. Some changes have been made in the proposed budget which we submitted 
in Oc~ober. Aside from some slight reductions or increases in certain 
funds, the large reductions were made in the Plains' evangelist fund, 
the Begot' rent fund, the medical fund and the literature translation 
fund of which none was used last year. The TunJa evangelist fund was 
raised considerably and house rent for ~orck in Medellin was added as 
a special budget. Subtracting funds on hand it leaves a total amount 
needed of $62,260.00 pesos, which is t3,360.00 pesos less than the 
proposed budget which was approved in October. 

11. The dollar market opened for the year at about 3.00 pesos to the 
dollar, but our January salary check brought only 2.95. Since then 
the market has been hovering between 2.80 and 2.85. The conference 
requested 2.95 at the time it met, but in view of the trend since that 
time I believe that it would be safer and more realistic to set the 
rate at 2.80 pesos to the dollar. There will also need to be made 
some compensation madehis next quarter's remittance since the budget 
for this first quarter was deposited at the rate of 3.00 pesos to 
the dollar which we are not able to realize whwn we sell it. 

V. Evangelism: 
1. It is the decided opinion of the conference that a serious investi

gation should be made in an attempt to find another or other openings 
in Latin America for our mission in addition to the present work in 
Colombia. In addition to the almost impossibility of getting new 
missionaries into ColoT,bia now~ our work is hardly a challenge to , 1 , ¥ 
new candidates. Neither 9oen the present v.~ork continue to sti11ulate 
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sufficient interest among the supporting friends at home. In view 
of this we believe it would be wise to seek other openings. We are 
not in a pJsition at present to kn~w what openings there may be, but 
it was suggested that there may be a possibility of coopera~ing in 
the proposed National Lutheran Council venture in Venezuela. Someone 
also said there is a Lutheran work among Germans in Chile that might 
offer an opening to mission work among the Spanish speaking people. 
Then there is also the American Lutheran work in Texas. 

If only one opening were found having real opportunities, our 
Latin Americam program could be pushed. It would make it possible 
to shift personnel and emmphaeis as the need or situation would 
dictate without the prolblem of language barrier or even of much expensa 
It is no doubt too early to think in terms of dropping our work here 
in view of the responsibility that we have assumed and s.ince we have 
still not been forced out of the country, but our efforts are pretty 
much limited and will perhaps be more limited as time goes on. Exten
ding to some other field in Latin America would take up the lag that 
there may be in the interest for Colombia at present and would avoid 
the inevitable let-down that would occur if the work were dropped 
entirely. 

2., 3. --
4. As Mendenhall has already explained to you in his letter of a few 

days ago, and as you see by conference decision #1 under ~Usc6llaneous, 
it was voted that the Mendenhalls and the Wallas be permitted to go 
home shortly as they requested. Although we both have expressed that 
we feel that this is the terminatiop of our relations with the mission, 
and that was frankly atated to the conference, it was voted that we 
be granted furloughs in accordance with the time of our service on 
the field. It was gracious on the part of the conference and is 
deeply appreciated on our part, because it will still give us the 
opportunity to reconsider our personal decisions if the Lord should 
so lead. Since neither of us has seen the Plains and that very inter
esting part of our work it was suggested that we make a trip there 
together with one of the national workers before we prepare to leave 
for the States. Yesterday we were denied a safe conduct from the 
army here in Bogota to make the trip but to~day we are going to an
other city to try. We were frankly told that as Protestant workers 
we are not wanted down there and that the situation there at present 
is very delicate so that no one is being granted safe conducts. 
Without such we are subject to arrest and are risking our lives. If 
we can go we hope to spend from four to eight weeks traveling. 

5. :,!orck: has already written about the trip which he and I made to 
~~edell!n in December and the interest which he has personally felt in 
going there to carry on his literature work. If he is to devote his 
time entirely to literature work there seems to be no particular reason 
why he should be here in Bogota. The boys with whom Knutson has been 
working present a challenge. He is not able to lead them very far 
because of knowing very little Spanish, and they are not finding a 
church home it seems. Yorck would nat make an effort to start a 
church work in Medell!n, but he would conduct a Bible study and have 
dtscusEions with the boys. They also present possibilities as help in 
translation and criticism of literature. 

6.' 7. --
VI. Property: 

1. We are back to this need also, that if we are to continue in Bogota 
and if we hope to see the work grow, a church building is a must. 
We are all convinced of that. our own people that have come in to 
Bogota from our outlying districts are going to the Presbyterians 
or the Baptists. There are various contributing factors, such as the 
r:efor11ed inf ~ uence a'Tlong 0ur people, but more than that, a church 
building has an appeal to th&se people and I feel that they are a 

little dubious about a mission that doesn't build and take on a 
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more permanent aspect. They half expect us to pick up and leave any 
day since we are not willin~o establish ourselves. The first move 
would be to investigate well~location, cost and possibility of 
building. 

2. This is somewhat related to the previous action, but it is more a 
measure of econmmy. In a relatively short time we are paying out in 
rental more than the cost of purchasing a house. We have quite a lot 
of money on hand from the sale of property and it would seem wise to 
invest it in the purchase of residences for about two families. We 
have in mind something like a duplex or twin houses. 

3., 4. ---
VII. Miscellaneous: 

1. If we are able to make our proposed trip to the Plains we would expect 
to be ready to leave Colombia soTe time in April. If we cannot make 
the trip we would be ready to leave by the first of March or shortly 
after. 

2. ---
3. The Corporation has been almost self-propagating up until now in 

that there has been no designated term of office, and vacancies that 
have arisen have been filled by election of the Corporation. Thus 
it has really not been subject to the conference. In this way each 
three years when there is election of conference officers; the same 
will automatically constitute the corporation officers. 

4. She.was asked to stay out of the Institute this past year in order 
to teach a school in the Plains. Time went on but the situation there 
would not permit establishing the proposed school, and consequently 
the yearvwas wasted as far as she was concerned. There was no contract 
so she has no claim to salary, but it was felt that she should have 
some remuneration for the time lost. Her brother wants to come to the 
Institute but lacks the ~eans, so the suggestion was made that in 
receiving the money she use it for her brother's study at the Instituta 

5. If a missionary can establish in the Flains again, Trinidad would 
be the logical center. Yr. Corredor has a desirable house and has 
informed #l·~ Ostrem that he would like to rent it to the mission. 

6.l 7., 8., 9. 
VIII. Elections: 

1.,2.,3.,4.,5. ---

Exec. Comm. J'1eeting of Jan. 9, 1951 

I believe all these items are self-explanatory. 

In a separate letter I am mailing copies of the various 
financial and station reports given at the conference. 

Sincere_ly yours in Christ, 

J. L. Walla 



CORSORACION EVANGELICA A~IDINA 

January 29. 1951 

T~e 0orporacion meeting was called to order by the president, Harold L. Olson. 

The following members 'ttere present: Theodore L. Mendenhall, Olger Quanrud. 

Olger Quanrud was named secretary of the meeting in the absence of Belva 

Nerlien, secretary of the Corpora~ion. 

" Arnfeld C. Morek wo.s elected member of he Corporaciam. 

The resignation of Theodore L. Mendenhall as member of tho Corporacion 1r1e.s 

accepted. 

It 1rra.a voted to approve the sale of roof tile from the house in Po.rpa as 

arranged previously by the President. 

Harold L. Olson was named to act as treasurer of the Corporacion. 
Tho meeting wo.s adjourned. 

February 5, 1951, A.M. 

The Corporacion was called to order bytho president, Harold L. Olson. 

The following members ~rwrc present: l-forck, Olson, Quanrud. 

Olger Q.uanrud \'las named secretary of the mooting since Belva Nerlion was absent • 
. 

Harold Olson was authorized to draw checks against the account in The Roy~l 

Bank of Canada.. 

• The mooting ':TO.s adjourned. 

February 5, 1951, P.M, 

Tho Corporacion wo.s called to order by the president, Herold L. Olson. 

Present woro the following membcrsr Olson, Quo.nrud, Morek, Ncrlien. 

Tho resignation of Harold L. Olson as president was accepted. 

Arnfcld c. Morek \vas elected president of the Corooracion. 

Harold L. Olson wo.s elected treasurer of the Corporacion. 

The resignation of Belva Norlien as secrcto.ry \'IUS o.ccopted. 

Olger Quo.nrud · wo.s elected secretary of the Corporacion. 

Tho president, Arnfcld c. Morek, was authorized to sign checks cgainst tho 

account in The Rooyal Bank of Canada. 

Arnfeld c. Horck was oleo authorized to rent the land, "Los Cimc.rroncs" in 

the municipality of Socotn. 

Arnfeld C. Morek wo.s nuthorized to arro.ngc with Theodore L. Mendenhall the 

matters relo.tivo to tho Mendenhall house in Chiscas. 
Th0 mc8ti.ng wo.s a}ljournod. 



Execut~ve C~mmit~es Meetins 
i-1arch I9r- I9~l 

Mee~irg called t~ ~rder by a~t1ng SuptoM~rck 

; r.E-•.ro.ngellsm -
I~V~ted that if the Missi~n Board has n3 plans of taking on Herma~ 

Muller as full time w~rker that in light ::>f o~r conversati::>n 
with Past~r Arbaugh and the present plans :Jf the Nati::>nal 
Lutheran O'Juncil in S'Juth America we .!'ecommend that Mr~Muller 
be released for work under said Council~and at the same time 
we stress the importance of his continuing the fine work he is 
doing among Germans in Bogota and Cali~ 

2.Voted that in response to Pastor Arbaugh's desire for our good 
will in th~~matter and his expression of need for pastors 
versed in Spanish we suggest that pastors whose return to the 
field may·be unlikely because of present conditions;be con
sidered fer service under the National Lutheran Council for 
a-term or more depending on developments in Colombia. 

::r .. Finance-
r.voted that we appropriate $IC0.,00 U.,S .. per f:::J.mily for furniture 

and household equipment to P~usanias and Gerardo Wilches for 
their use while studying ~n Argentina,that they be allowed . 
a monthly minimum of $40.00 U.es. per family;these funds togethEr 
with the IOOO Argentine pesos(ab~ut.$70.00 U~&~)a month for 
house rent be administered by Prof .. Lange of C:Jnc::>rdia Seminary 

A in whose .li.\ame the house is rented. 
• 2-~voted that in view of the present low exchange that pes:JS on 

hand in the Bifferent funds be used instead "Jf changing dollarsQ 
33V'Jted that- · 

Ist.quarter gift N'J.,4 be designated as support f::>r 
Letioia Corz'J in Tunja.. . 
Ist. quarter gift No.I&II be designated for supp:Jrt of 
Pausanias and Gerard'J V'Jilches ~ 
Ist. quartaf'i.~: gift N::> .2,3, I5 f~r supp~rt ::>f Pr::>oes::> M~ra 
as evangelist. 

4.V'Jted that the f'Jllowing amounts be all::>wsd fJr furniture f::>r 
the Morek family :\.n Medellini

Buffet-----...:----------------~~ ... ..;.:::;::')G)a~es::>s 
2 Dining room chairs---------4---~H3spcsos 
I Wardrobe ::>r chest of drawers 100 pes'Js 
I Study chair------------:--------20 pes:::~s 
I c~uch,2 chairs to match------I75 pes~s 

TJtal--485 pes:>s 
5. VJted that since at least 50 Lutheran H::>u~ Spanish BDoadcast 

Rec'Jrdings are available fJruse in Tunja 1 we buy with funds 
available a reoJrd player f:>r said Stati)n. ' 

6.V~ted that Berta. Higuera be paid 40 pes~s for teaching soh-::>:>1 
in the Plains. 

J1ee'ting. adj:).urned •. 
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CELNOBA SPECIAL CQNFEREHCE 
Bogotl,Aug.23-25ri95I 

Meeting called to order by acti~g bupt.A.C.Morck. 
All members present. · 
Devotions and comments by Dr.Syrdal~ · 
A request was made by Dr .Syrdal for an annual report 
by each individually called missionary to be sent to 
the Home Board. 

I .Evangelism 
(a)Voted.that the Executive Committee decision on the 

Wilches boys going to Boliv-ia to work stand. 
(b )Voted that a thorough i.nvestigation be made as to 

Barrio work in BGgota to determine where the gre~t
est need and oportunity,this investigation ~o be 
made by Ostrem in conference with the Bogota staff. 

(c)Voted that whereas the Board has taken no action 
on assuming responsibility forsu~prc Lf··:Gho!·wor:'k'c 
within the Scandinavian Colony in Boguta and wheJeas 
th~ ConferanQ~ is convinced of the need of add1t~ 
ional personal that Walla be placed in La Pepita 
or other Darrio work in Boe;ota wlth the possibil~.ty 
of part time worlc in the Scandinavian Colony. 

(ctfroted thatVirginia Antonsen be placed as matron 
( and teacher in the Bible Institute for the coming 

year. 
(e)Voted that Joyce Bergh be placed in the Institute 

as teacher for the corning year::· anu ttutt hGr work 
up to the opening of the Institute be arrRnged .Dy 
the Ex.Com • 

. ·-1:.,.- -·· 

I I. F-i11anc e 
(a)Voted-~ha.t we temporarily suspend thP!!istrlction 

on the first year scholarshit=:s in tho 'l'lble Inst+t-ute 
due to the present impossibility of adhering to h 
the rotation plan and that. the Ex.Com. together 
with the Institute Faculty administer such 
scholarships. 

(~)Voted that we endeavor to lo~ate a lot between 
Ca1le 40 and 60,and Carreras 7 and I4 for the 
huilJing of a church in Bogota. 

(c)Voted that we request the Board for the sum of 
25 to 35 thouaan~ dollars for the purchase of the 
lot under consid~?ration,for the building of a 
church in Boe;o:.tL 

(d )Voted that the Hiss ion provide one-half of tl1.e ,. . 
rent of a building for a Youth Center in I,J.ed ell :ln 
and the utilities incidental to the Youth Center, 
also make available up to $IOOO.OO(pesos) for 
e qu iprnent. 

(e )Voted that Val borg Torkelson and Ostrem serve ,"lB 

a committee to investigate the costs and possi
bilities of a Clinic in Bogota. 

III .Miso. 
(a)Voted that Morek and ~~uanrud serve as a ~ommitte 

to get the basic facts to present to the NatioaA 
Lutheran Council as to the Co-ordination of all 
Lutheran work in Colombia. 

Meeting adjourned 
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La Corpora.c1on Evang~11ca .Andina 1"'.1e convocada en 
ees1~n el 5 de Die .de I95I pot el pres1denta . 
Arnfeld CeMorck,estando presente los siguentest
Harold L • Olson,Olger Qua.nrud:-Arnfeld C eMorok. 

Se acor~ autor1zar el pres1dente Arnfeld C.Morck de 
tirmar el oontrato por m~J1o del oual la Corporao~n 
Evang~11ca And1na promete com}2ra.r la tinea. en Carrera I3 
entre Calles 55 1 56 en Bogota 1 tamb1en para f1rma.r el 
contrato de la compra de d1cha f1nca (numero de la 'finoa 
55 -56). . 

Fue aceptada la renunc1a de la Sefiorita Belva Ner11en. 
Fue nombrado m1embro de la Corp:>raciOn el Sefior Gerhard 

Ostrem y acept~ el nombram1ento. 

La ses10n se d~ por term1nada. 



Dollar Account 
Nov. ,1. 1950 - Jan. 7. L952 

Balance on hand, Nov. '1 
Deposita 

Receipts Disbursements 

Muller 29,0•85 
Salariee 10155·49 
Budget 14,62.51 
Gitte '88.09 
Travel (Kerlien) 50.00 
Wilchea 3511.16 

Totals 76586.90 ,1~8.10 
Balance on Hand. Jan. 7 ____ --=-:ll'::nl:~~--------:4::-!i51.:1~88:r•:.:80~· 

76§86.90 7~86.90 

SUIIIma!'f or Balances 

Balance on hand. Jan. 7 
1\mda r 

Por propert7 
Station Wagon 
Property (pesos reverted) 
Innit.u:t.e equipment. 
Institute {pesos reverted} 
Unused gifts a 

All on list.. report for 

1950. minas 'rd "'· 
4th 1/8 

1951-
let qt.. 17 
2nd /Jl 
}rd ft2 

#} 
II? 

4th II? 

Kisce laneoas 

16 
IJ9 

,,ooo.oo 
25()0.00 ,,o,.69 
2000.00 
1000.00 

1}55·'' 

1;oo.oo 
65-00 ,,.4o 
60.00 
60.,2 
5·00 

42.68 
25·00 --gg.ss 

45188.80 
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I I 
Herman Muller Accouut 

Due f'roul M1aa1on Board tor halt support Sept.. 1. 1950 
t.o Karch 1, 1951 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1'!56-" 

halt March 1, 1951 t.o Sept. 1, 1951 -- - - - - - - - - - fkl5·91 

Draft eent. trom lN't to our office, April 1951, 
not. clepodted t.o our account. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1000.00 

Dwt troa the •· L. Council, 
eal.ar7 and. rent.. Sept. 1, 1951 to Jan. ~1, 1952 - - - - - 1266.00 
Medical expeue~~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5~·~ 41 • 

However, e1zsee there are 8, 18).07 lMadpt. tuade tmuae4 tor 1951 
the tint two 1teu can be ...... up troa that. tuM· 1\rt. the 
d.ratt. tros t.he UIF ehoul4 be clepodW t.o ..a aecomlt., &lUI 
the ll0fte7A d.ue trOll t.be II1D when thq are received eo that. ve 
can have t.hat. aoney for other purpoeetl. 

travel 
iqttip. A1lovancee 
other t.rave1 
8ol1Y1a t.raYe1 
Pumiture 
Relit 
Support 
Tu1t.1on 
Paid tor 1952t 

Rent. 
Salaries 

1,0.00 
100.00 
81.16 

220.00 
,o.oo 

550.00 
720·00 
5().00 

150.00 
240.00 

Since there 1e the ,_...., bwtpt. ot 8,180.07 th1e sua oan be 
aae1•1lat.ed b7 that.- aaount. and there will be no deficit 
on this project. 



Ct:LMOSA BUOO.l:.'T ),952 

Fund Bogota Institute 
Rent & 
Uokeeo 8~400.00 10,000.00 
Evang.& &2,']00.00 
~acher Tl_, Z,OO,.OQ 
Lit. & 200.00 LiblOO.OO 
SUpplies Proe.lO.OO 

'!'ravel ~roo J•l. 75.00 

Tel & Tel .. l~C.OO 100.00 

Post. & sta. :oo.or. 1o .. m1 

Mtecel. 100.00 100.00 

Freight 

P'urn. Re.p 1. 200.00 
Bd. 1,500.00 

Miec. Soeeie Cook ~c.oo 
Misc. 5pf·~b At.hl.lOO.OO 

,~ALS. :L.~J&:c .oo l2,i{J;.5.00 
~v ·"" 

S_g_eciel Budget 1 

Elli.ergency J,ooo.oo 
Vacation & V 2,~00.00 

I./ Supt. '!'ravel 400.00 
Miss. Gh. ~14,000.00 
Jeep ~).QO 

stud~.:rt 1)e.1.ter 

.-- i!ent ;,ooo.oo 
Utllitiea 6oo.oo 
i;.;quipm. 

Tunja Rem. 
11ooo.oo 

1,,,70.00 
17,570.00 

! 
r 
.i 
' 

Medellin Plaine 

4.800loo 1).000.00 
: Tl,OOO.OO 

11.ooo.oo 
v'SS 15 00 ss ,o.oo 
/Lit50 00 Llt 5£).00 

v' 50 00 700-00 

,._/100 00 3().00 

/ 1"":0 00 20.00 

v-'100 00 1"}0.00 

! C)OO.OO 

~~~·.00 a.~oo.oo 

!.'ilctee 
Rl\nt. 
Support 
Tuition 
'Irsvel 
Emergency 

700-~'AJ 
960.00 

60.00 
100.00 
130.00 

2()00.00 

Hogu.le.r iluc!get. 
Spec1al.B\ld~ 

··-
'l'urde Tot•. h . ._ 

soo.oo 28_.1QQ.OO 
E2,000.00 

L1t.22_.00 

30Q_.OO 

20.00 

~,.oo 

"50.00 

;:,coo.oo 

01 i veri o M<Or& 

24o.oo 
;;o.co 

tp·oo 
20.00 

42.970·00 
17,570·00 
9Q,54Q.OO 

a.ooo.oo 
56o.oo 

2.025.00 

4oo.oo 

235.00 

5()0.00 

')00.00 

200.00 

1. 750.00 
100.00 

4ZJ970.00 \ 



CELMOSA SPECIAL CONFErtENCE 
Bogota, Colombia, January ;o, 1952 

The Conference was called to order by Supt. A.O. 14orck 
Devotions led by Pastors Qu~ud and Ostrem. 
Greeting read from }iadagascar 1-dssion and Secretary instructed to acknowledge same • 

ol• Reports. Report heard from the Jeep Committee. 

II. Finance 
A. Voted that the Executive Committee be authorized to purchase a panel truck to be 

converted into a carry-all, provided the remodeled job is satisfactory. 

B. Voted that the gift money available from the WMF for a station wagon, plus the 
sales price of the Jeep, be used for the purchase of the panel truck. 

0. Voted that tre adopt Dr. Langebeck 1s Froject l~o. 1, which includes the building 
or a two-story residence, also the repairing and remodelirg of the present 
buildings on lot, all at the estimated cost of' 18 to 1~ thousand pesos. 

D. Voted that the approximate sum of' $10,000 pesos from the sale of the small house 
in Duitama, plus the dollars on_ hand in building fund, be used for Project No.1. 

, E. Voted that we adopt floor plan II of church with possible minor changes. 

F. Voted that we adopt elevation plan A of' church l'rith doucle stain1ay from street. 

G. Voted that we approve the basement pla11 with possi'Jle cl:anges, t·Uch as putting 
kitchen and extra stairl'tay in the back rather than in the fronto 

H. Voted that we present to the 3oard Dr. Langebeck 1s estimate of' building costs 
L. of church (approximately 90 thousand pesos}. 

I. Voted that the furnishings or church, incl. organ, be ~ade a special project. 

J. Voted that we recommend to the Board the purchase of present Institute property 
1-- provided the price does not exceed 60,000 pesos. 

K. Voted that we authorize improvements in the house in Tunja according to speci
fications presented to Conference, including installation or hot water and 
another bathroom, improving the kitchen and the three other rooms mentioned 
{estimated cost, 5100 peaoo) • . 

L. Voted that the $500 dollars gift, Item I, II Q.., 1950.., be used towo.rd the 
improvements in Tunja. 

1-i. Voted that in a.nawcr to the request of the Glaogow Circuit, Roc.k-J i·~t. Dist., . 
for some project to support, 'riC suggest the sponoorin3; of the printing of ::ur. 
Hallcsby 1s "'nfant Baptism and Adult Jonvarsion 11 (a.pprox. coat ~400 dolbrs). 

N. Voted that the mon6y needed for a refrigerator and chapel furniture in r·.cdclll:n 
be taken out of unused budget for 1951• 

O. ~ that Hugo !·art!nez of 'I\mja be given a h<:avicr teaching load in the 
Institute and that his remuneration be $160 pt::sos a month. 

III. Educo.tion 
A. ~that we give one-half rc~istration f'ce and one-half tuition at the 

Colcgio Americano for Lanucl hrez for the current yc<J.r (o.pproximatcly 160 pcsoc j 
and that this be code a project at home. 

B. Voted tho.t if l·aximo ;Jilchco doco not accept the one-half scholarship offered 
him in the Institute, it be given to his sister Berta for this year. 

Voted i£ adjourn. 



A~'a!'tO>.dc A!.r::.c lhS2 
M:>d.e}l{ n, Cc lo:Jl) in 
Fe ln•1w. !''" :> , 1 S')'> 

Pastc:r!' R • .A. Syr:1.nl n.nrl K.R •. .Jen!':~?n 
Jdnt :B"oard d' Fcrcd.gri }fissir-ns 
4'?5 Sc'!)th F(mrth. S~r<'let 
Minn-"~?<'lH'! 5, tlinnP.~da 

Encl.i.Sed . .ara.Zngineer. r;aneeb~kt s Mtia'3.tess ~~ thf' Minute\" < :' C~"ol!nOsa S?ec:'.~..l Ccn
f'~r~mc~, Jro'ro..:-u;r J0, wHb. 4:h.e :fc.l)O"'rine CC'!:U!l,::.nk: 

II PiriP.il.ce, A,~ :B :; The :')t"'.ne1 trncl:: is mncli chf!~r"'r than t1:.0 :;'tS"F:ng~-r rac~1 els b'oCa~~~e 
c£ l~ss.duty a.n1 ir.roor~~ttcn r.-..~tr1etic.ns (~s ~uch as f'cur thc~.1san'! ;Je!Oca cr- ~ome 
!!"#l.tt~$):' lccc.l 'b<"d•r-'b'tdl<ters nre ""'!tti"V" vtnd.,.··s ant1 ~e"l..t" in mn:r c'i' them. 

I! F1nMee, · C & -n··- Qne.nrud wi:l airlllll.11 tc Dr. SyrC.P-1 the fleer .,:,_a'1s cf this ccn
stl"l.lc't1on antt rf!mo~~line, AS .... ,11 n.s th:- ar~hft~~t' g :floc,r :~"'.ns -s:·cr church, an:t 
drawing. of. S:::J!'le. · '~<>. h~vP d~'id.ed i Tl :<>mr cf P-rr j"'ct Nr. ~ ; '1:-')Cn 1Jr. Langeb~c\::: 1 s 

a.-ivice A.J"l:!" b"'ea'tl~~: it {':iV~S US ·l"OCinS Of' ){\ !i E'{';ree :tn:~1 ~"!., ftS ~'Pl!- [' S '•1. ndr:c~ 0!! bC'th 
"'Fe~. A~ -:!r. !..an,.~eb"ck sta.tec • it ~<<as t!:~ cri;::ina,_ int"'Ethr· tc b'li1rt cr;ly t:-e 
:trst fleer ~::f th~ nC'.,. ~truetnre at ~.M~ tii~e. Hn'c:vc,-, the .?.G"_:.t:c ->BJ. ccst c: 
arlr'ing +.ht> sP.Ccn~ nr:cr tf dcne nt th~> SX":iP time 1~ net c;reat. A~sc, in the"":'I'Cba.
li~itv c: nc b~~s~m~n+. in "'hP ch,trch, ~n~ seccnd stcr:.r cf t!'J··· rc"s.i-;~ncE': r .. ~r-·t~/ ~b

n-e"e~' Sf.\ ~s tn ; PriVP +h!" r<:'Cl'IIS c.f hMl~F! 11Ajl fc':r S1LnOJ!.Y' Schcc 1 rccrr a-r;A .-· "'·Y schc-cJ. 
The 1'•.mds- m~ntic!'!e~. in "»" should bF: mU"fident tc erY>""' n~>'·' ccnstr_lcticT' and re
:<cdeling of. the. t""' c·ld bni~c!ngs, "')!"(" viflet'l t};~:re i" net i'l g,vlden ~i ~e in ':'rice d' 
r"1"r.strn('ticn m:\t,or-f<-~1~. 

II Finance, E, l', G- Th~ cC'I!l!Jl~ted p~ans "hich q,-,MruS. ·-•ill senrl .:rc-u inc:nde ~':e 
cb:ute~" m~I'jtic.nPct in thAo~"' item~! W!:i~-~ ~-·P. a.cc"'nt t'-'r->s~ -:'.'1a.rt"' r-f church i!'lc-:_,vling 
br,seD"'nt, ··'P 1eJ!!.'r"' ~}:;> 'natt.e'T' nf t"ho "ba;::e~;>nt _t,.. t~,; discretic?: r"" t}:"' '-~issicn 

J30?.rd. Th~ c<'~t ('"; builr11ng ~-:1 th ''h1.sement rbvirus~;r excee·:~ tb:: 35 thc11sc.nt1 :.:cl" tl.:!·s 
1'.ll<'tted fc~ cf'nstru:ction. "hile jt ··<"·,'}i! bo :tigh1:<" de~1reable tc }:r7~ th..,. basr~~1ent, 
~~"eciD}J.Y •·rith fntur~ i!evPicpl!!ent C'f •·•crk in mint!, it i~ :;::cssP::P tc gr-t a1cr:g 
-...:ithout it. -A 1-:itcnen cr,i""'~ 1'>= insb'1.1~- in Rf'nse ''!" ~· thnt t}·,i!: co,::d S"'r.Ve :1.s 
rt1ni!'lf': hF.,_.,, fer r•t!"' nt',ti('n;:t., crnf.,-:-rnce~ C"" <'tl;cr ,7.-- th..,ri "1f':'i'·, '\CO •·· "1 ""' "(',. "Ja-i ~h 
haJ'l. It i~ (·hvic1:~lv :--r1ch ~MH~!.::r 1hp-: t'.e bnsc:ment '·T~;~i! b"·· ""''w "''tirc~.t,~ ~'"'n

'::irned ).n 11H" inclur:sr. cn1y 'h"' rn:teh s+::-ttcturt> a:1c! r_\'es. :Kt i'or:lwlP. •-!i!'ing, 1n
s-t?Jll'\ti<'"1 of "k,th rc<''~s. ~:'tinting an,-t f·n-ni;;hi!\:~~. J'}Y!':e, •·e 'l~erstr""'""lri, •.dll 
incr8~sc ccst b:r lr to 12 per c~t. · I.3J'.g~b~c·-•~ ~'"ti!!ln.te ~c~" n<'t ~pecify th~ 
:•est ,.- church ''i ~hc•1t bas~>mP.nt. :But '-'~ h~"ri! understoo0~ from preYicus CC'nversaticn 
vi th hi::: thn't 1 f "'C't1d. 1w !'C'1t:h1_y ~less. 

The architect's mlti~.l.te~ are T:lU<".Jc hlt:hf"r t~an thrse r:: Dr. Ln.ng~beck: 
%e churcb . . • . • $ ?h, 258. ('I(' 
T'h~ b:1se'Mr.>nt. 33 •. $88.\'C' 

'T'cta1 hc·?,6l~.cr 
LRng~?beci.:, h0'•'"V'T, :regssnrf'S ~.ls that,_.,. t~?-!1 ccnfi·'P.;:t'Y accp·,-,t 1·i'; c•·•n estin1-tes at 
-n-·o~~~t ~~t cf ·mntcri~1<t.' trT~.:> arcl:it·~ct 11 , ':(' <;a:rs, •'h"S ber.n in Cc1c~1;ia cn"'.v "'1X 
!!X"nths (frr:TI H''!l:?;!lT'ia) P..nr~ n('<"~ nc·t :.7\(•'' t:i:" N?t c: crr,structic'!" l'-JT'P". 



• 
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'?~tn} ~ P !iinutAI'! i rr~~iC"tP. nc~·~':'ta:r1Cf~ C'f _,_~}.,:tn~ fCT' C}lll''rc:: ":~"1 t!-1 On~~:--t~nt, ~,~.":) P .. r~ ~_t. thr1 
~v'~)c ti.~~ rPnli,tic in r"'<"!<'Pni ::ine th~t ~n.l~r $35,0\'0 (lollru·.:; hn.e "hP.Pn a"lJ c ~··tAd :'or 
~('11~ t1'"11Ct1rh. !-r CCnSt!"'nctir'i i" ••i tnrUt bnSBm~nt t}'.~-r-c• '-'("'~_, ,:r n<" ~~ :-'l,"l.7'p;in tc "l"lPt 
11nfc·~·~s~~n r;c~tt; nP"~ ~-.~rh~·-~"'n a b:-:-.. l~.nce_ tc ~-:~~~1:r C?-1 t}l .. '".:l f'1r: .. ·'i~hin:~~. Sh('"!lin thP }ir·al"'lf1 ~ 

hr·••·.·c;r, feel that it is the ~;a'rt c-f "'"isdor1 tc ~cnstruct ···ith b.·'.~P.:-:cnt, ··ith fm·ther 
r1evc-}opm<>nt cf r'1!' ·-~r;-k i'h !"lim:, tp'"~ ::-_,,,.,1 Ucna1 t·1nt~ s ':'f't](! be r:B'ce"'sa.:r,r an i:'.:lic"'t""d. 
>:tbcvf'. Conf'Pr"'nce gladly .'\.Ccepts your declSicn, •.·•hich8v<>r ''rtY it 'A"'.,"! be, on th"' matter. 
<:'he ch,rrch, ·A.Ccor-1 ing tc ·-:Jb.n~, ~;·1 1_l h~'7e ~' t,Pnti::c": c~rr.ci ty 0! 300 en ::r.;:;.in :"leer ."'tnr: 
g!1.~1 f'!"Y- abcnt 22~~ en m.o.:.n f1C'oi"-, !:nc.,_wHne ehc1r. 

!I 'Fln~nce. J- ~Jp bJOJif~,.·e thi!: ~ro-oert•r •,ri"!.~ r~l!!rv~ r-s In~titute fC'r :-c r,cc-d r.nmber 
- 41- ., .. • ... 

cf yeP.r"1, ~··i th S(r1e m1no!' ir.t::'rbv~::t~nts. D,... I"ang"b~c·: g..,.y~ '·'" f':,nnct r;c ~·rene-: en 
~,~~ne it nt 6(',('('(' ~'escs. nvt:ifl ~:-it z'h<"!~f1 he -:;o:'..r' Y,<'in '-'hen h:l'i."';:; <>pace ;'light be 
nf'ler1~1 ·i:l.s r.nr !'!Chocl c1ew,}r:;'s. It 1~ lccn.tFld. on Call.; ~- .-,n(l CA.r:-eri ~. nc:-th~ast 
rf fc:rr1~r In~titutP site. !t is a t":CCr1 "'!.cc."'!ticn. 'T'i:e b'li1<lin~ ~--:-~ cld bnt still 
:n gcor'! Shr-!pe. !..ot ccnhin-o· abC'lt ~4<:'C'· tq. ~;a.rn~. The! (l_efl.l 1>0'1'·:'1 b"' fi{~tl!"<O>C~ on t:-:e 
sq. va.ra.,. not .. valuing th<> H.uld1ne.;~ at +cc :nach. ~:e hll'Tf' $19'.6l5.C'C' N·:sos c!'! ha.n:t 
tc·~rr'l thb ~ureh,...,e, 1'1"(\"t d. it frc-:':1 s;,J"l cf'buili!.in,s in Th~n.-·,r'l!' .. 

1J Finnnce, K li L - we' itt- net lw.v"' sui'ficie:1t fnn~ 1 : en 1-.. ~"1:' fl'r tb~'"' ":TT.lcb-neecled. 
tnprcv~mPnt" en thf" N11~P in Tltnj~. T:cf:'r~ 1!\ :cncthn'!' cift r-f' $5fC' (1C''., r>..r~ ~ fer 
H,_.,.,., ie:f" ~+.ich cc.u1r1. ~ nso~ f'o,- tM.JJ '!.'~UTOf;<" ···itr: :)e~iMiC>n C'f J3crLrii. ;m? -·conC'r::. 

("j ~on '"'n~ ~..r-:-1 te ynu '":ore in d~tr->_iJ. "'!brnt thif;. 

!I Fin>"l.nCe, M- Ccqt cf r~:)e!" P .. a~ :x~ .. nt~Q <~inco tMs <>!'t.i~•.t" '·'r;,!' c:lven. T'rintin[:, '·'i;~ 
cc:t hbr1it Sl~ ~cll~r-":t fer 3,N''f' eopi~!l. 

}"1Tk-'1.nce,. 1T - Pnrchr.s~ cf r~f-:-iel"l"<'ltor '-"nfl ~.p:;;rcv~ f>.t Ctni"'rur.ce of' J>51. "hut it 
ha.s not been bot).€ht ;ret ~inee ... ~ hn\"P r.~.o th~'> u~" !'f 'l-ti<1s .Ten!'r;n' ~' ·r,'f'rie;e~i-~-c1·, 
She. wi11. n.eett.1 t ~ocn in the ~'-"V~mt cf t,~~dng an u.."tfurni r~.h.l>d ht'ltrlr, cr t.h•" o·-•n(lr 

rf .,..rP-sent h<'n!!e ta.kine rnt th<> ;·~f~t~>-r:<>.tcr. · 

II Finance .. o·- Martfne-z Sf\~ his ~thor :!.i~ ')~~:rt17 [~,:.'.~Pntent npon hi:-; ::.'cr S1.'t01:'Crt a.nr'! 
thus. ha,~~net Hb)e tr a.Ccf!?t ttlr c-'ffe:r (II'F!na~ce, R, of Cnu€r·'nce H1mttes); 
hPnc~' thi~ (;f'fpr Of ht:o2.Vi!"r tPaCh~!li~ "~(';>..d ~nd ~ntl"P S~)azy. 

!II 'FI!.tl.cat16n, A ..;;. Hanuel is a ·l!"cmi~irig ln.d · c-·f "" '·'ortily =~<:111~~. :;:cr!1e::- :1er:ib,ors fron 
Tun,1a, rib,,r in.1kgc-tfi. 'T'nitic•n 1~·h1lsh P.t Cc!oric, .!...•rll::•"ic,n.nc. !inr'~. h"l •.•!C~t12. be com
TJC:lled to attend ~:\,"1.S~ if he c-n:-o1.=.~:! in cthr~r "'Chccls. 

I wish to· thnnk nr. S;rr~"l :·c-·r his e-n.crttrngint: '1 ~tter 0f ,Tam111.r-• ?1st rcen.l1·Un;~: cur 
':'l"Oj~cted mtblicatic:ns. In co11nection •,rith this, I t:ln.clo·:~ cn~'1~T cf "~1::" ~::.::.·~12::.::- to 
~th~r r.~·· ssion~ on cocpern~i<;-n in this fio.l'i.. 

Ycu:n i:'. r.hr:l.st, 
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Conference called t0 order by Supt~Morck. 
Davotions-Past.J:c 0 .l ;or:., 

I. Miscellaneous 
A. Voted that --any 0ont:--<n.ution received by missionaries for 

ministerial ac~s from mern~ers of foreign colonies be 
placed in the lo~el r:or.gregational funds. 

B.Voted that ~he Supt. attend the annaul meeting of the 
"Co ndederac io'n Evar1ge::Lica de Colombia" to be held in Cali. 

C.Voted that the Conference express their sincere thanks 
to the Foreign M1ssion Board for the generoue raise in 
salaries. 

D.Voted that the Con~erence express its thanks to the 
Lawrence Knutsons for the*'" splendi<J work done by them in 
Medellin which the Mission will now be continuing.We wish 
them God's blessings and guidance in their future labors 
for Him. 

II.Finance 
J~.voted that Proceso Mora be given a raise of J30.00(pesos) 

a m~nth in salary. 

B.MQd~oal 

f:olson: 
De> c tor ....... • .. ' .. "! ~ ~ •• : t' e ~ ...... 3 0 . 00 
Medicine····~····,- .,.- .•..... I6.25 

2.Morck: 
Dc>c·Cor., 6.-., ~ .............. (> ••••••• 36.00 
~1edicine,.-, •••..••.. - .... ~ ..•••• • 64.35 

3 .Ostrem~ 
Doctor . ....... .:) .... Q •••••••••••• I5 .00 
~1edic ine .......... .............. 94.30 

4. 'i,uanrud: 
Dc>ctor ••••••.••......•..•••• ••• . 20.00 
Jv1edic ine ••.•••••.•.••..••••..•.. I9 .. 80 

Total •••• ~295.70 

III .~vangelism 
A.Voted that Senor Correa of Medellin be 4mployed for 

literary and student work in that city~nd his salary 
be ;f250.00 (pesos) a monthJ providing hP. coeR not accept 
the sobolarship at the Filology Sd .. oo::L :n T1.m~a. 



IV.Property 
ri.Voted to answer Dr4Syrdal 1 s questions aa follows:-

I.Measurements of lot purchased, 
Front---67 feet,3 inches 
Back ---79.feet,8 inches 
~epth South side,I6I feet,6 inches 
Depth Nortp side,I65 feet 

2.Space left behind church building,leaving no room for 
possible extension e.I eait\...:botl(}1ing.,e.bQut 48 by 70 feet. 

3.Pastor's residence,and Sunday-school rooms if church 
does not have basement. 

_4.As a general principle we see nothing undesirable in 
having a Bible Institute building on same property as 
church 1~ut on the property purchased)there is not suffi
cient space o 

5-6.bs far as we have been able to investigate it would 
cost about 70 thousand pesos to build an Institute 
buildin3 on property purchased for church which would 
suffice for the present needs only,furthermore we ~ 
believe that if the Institute building should be constr
uctedthis should be done on a sufficiently large scale 
to meet the needs of future expansion. 

?.The pr~sent buildings on church lot are entirely 
inadsquate for Institue facilities even at present. 

B.Votedthat in view of the above statements and that there 
will be no financial savings in so doing we do not con
sider putting the Institute building on the church 
property • 

C.Voted that since there can be a s~bstancial saving in 
repairing the p:'esent bui:dings en :.he lot for a tempo
rary residence ~nd chapel we request that Dr.Syrdal con
tact the Board members :~~ immediate approval on C and D 
under Finance,Celmosa Special Cor~erence,Jan.30,I952. 



::r U.Yl i 0 '3 l ( 1 "J -;4. 

La Corporac1on Evang~lica Ab11na tue convodada en aes1~n 
el 3 de Jvn1o.I952,por el presiiente,Arnfeld C~orck, 
estando pi'esentes los miembros s1guentes;-Harold L.Oleon, 
Gerhard Ostrem~Olger Quanrud,ya.nfeld c~v~rck. 

Se aproM la venta del Jeep ,maroa Wtllya,Modelo I946, 
Motor# C J.2a25690 con P1aoas #I432,y comprar W1Llys 
Station Wagon ,Modelo rt49,Motor #V%335tY ponerlo nuevo 
motor. 

Se aprobO la venta del macho en Casanare por 200 pesos. 
Se &p717llc5 la compra del lote con casa en Calle 79 #9-77 

par 60 mil ~soa. 
Se aprb6.6 vender al municipio de Bogot' los 2 metros y 

medio del lote en Carrera I3 entre Calles 55 1 56(Marcado 
con numero 55-56)3 

Se acor~ ~oceder con la construc16n en e.l lot.a .Carrera 
I3 # 55-56 segUn los planos aprobados.,. 

La see16n se diO por terminada. 

Qua.nrud 

Secreta.r1o 



Le oorporao1~n Evang$11ca And1na rue 
convocada en sesitn el 4 de Agosto,I952, 
por el pres1dente Arnfeld C.MOrck.est~n&P 
pnesentes los dem~s m1embros ;Harold L. 
Olson.Gerhard Ostrem1 y elger ~uanrud. 

A .Se aoord$ camb1ar los planos de la ~ 
construc1on en el lote de la Carrera 
I3 #55-56,eonforme los requisites del 
mdn1c1p1o,oamb1oa que aperecen en los 
ult1mos d1bujos del arquitecto y del 
1ngen:!~ 

B .sa acord6 suprimir la. gale ria que 
f1guraba en los pla~os anter1ores,yaijji 
este eamb1o reduo1ra cons1derablemente 
el cos to de le cons truce i~no 

La sea 10n ee die! por ~erminada. 
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Joint Doards of the OEID and the :!LOa 

Greetings in Christ Jesuel 

Apartado Aereo 4980, 
Bogota, Colombia 
Sept. 27, 1952 

Wi t.h t.he Oelmoea Proposed .Budget for 1~' perhaps e. :tew 
w~de of explanation are 1n order. We have ealled the fund that 
ue&d to be designated for the Plains, •Expansion•, for th~ reason 
that in the annual incoae tax report made to the government f'unde 
appear to be used for the Plains when in realit.y they are used 
for Ostrem 1a rent and travel in the city, and other f.teme related 
t.o his 'WOrk. So that, since the Plains are restricted now and 
dift'icult for civilian travel, it is to avoid the impression that 
money is spent for down there when in reality is spent here 1n 
Bogota. Also Expansion can inclwie expenses cormected with the 
Youtm ~nter which Ost.em has in hie boule. 

~because of 
Bogota still baa a sizable rent account fKE the fact that 

the tard ins sa that w;le have encountered with the city • a apprOYal 
of the church plana it ia questionable jut'lt when the house will 
be finished for living and tht- besoment of the church for services. 
Also there is a s_?ecial funQ :£or a dar school for Bogota which 
I imagine that Morek is coverir~ in hie explanations to you. This 
school is also intended for children of believers from other .,arts. 
Rent· will be the principal it.em 1n tho achool since we have no 
buildinga that now can serve for that purpo~e. 

'lhe rent item for the Institute is aleo a little large since 
the Directors house and rool!l. tor tb:e boyo (which we must hs.ve 
separate trom the Inst. property until other buildings are put up 
there) 1111st. etill come separately. It eleo includes r~nt for 
Let!.cia Corzo and Quintero, the ixt;Mx former a tull time teacher 
for next year and the other a. student. and teacher. l'!e have aleo 
budgetted tor Mia~ Corzo 1e salary separately. 

F.;r Medellin we do not have the Student Center as a s:>ecia.l 
itemJ since it is now in the same house thet the t-torcks occupy. 
lf' ll.rp. Corea docs not go back to studying languages in Tunja the 
caning year Morek would like to use h~ for contact man among 
students (he was very effective as a helper for Knutson) and for 
translation work. Hie salary ie included in the Evang. item. 

'i'he rent in Expansion as mentioned bef ::re includes the 
rent for Ostrc~s which also incluaea the extra rent for a student 
center. 

The rest of the i t.eme I think are self-explanatory except 
for those cf.1lnected with the Wilches and Mora irhom we wanted to 
send last year but. he was prevented :f'roa going. Now it seems 
very likely that he will be able to get away for study. 'l'he 
Wilches travel item is large because that in Decetllbcr they 
should be ready to return to Colombia. We have not b~ted 
rent for Mora as we do not know Whether he will stay with ~ 
others in the same house or if he will atay in the dorm.itlft"y. 

May the Lord richly bless you as you meet together for 
the cause of Chriet in Colombia. 



Ea cMisi6n 6vangefica Euferana en Go!om6ia 
Jhe Oo!om6ia 6vange!ica! Euferan c7V'ti88io1l of South c/lmerica 

--*--~ 

DIRECOON TELEGRAFICA "C.ElMOSA" 

Apftr~.o ~ 1482 
•t!t1lll!rt. Colo -.b1a 
D~ember "1.'7 • 1?,).'-! 

tlJ'ow *- tltese th1Jtp begiA ~ take place. look "P 3D4 niM ~ur h..a.. 
~ 7D1D" .,.esyatloa is ~ neal"." take 21t28 

J.Dother :rear hu el1P,P41d pq- we are that 1llt1d'l eloMr to the ueat dq when ve aha:ll 
•taat ~~n·e J.T.1a - -

Jotq tre 'be wch ifl. pl"aJ'ttr a w look foJ'VAftl k\ .,...,.,. 12 to 18 Yith fellowehtp ill the 
Wol"\l fU\4 Ulportant busiaeaa. Wq God gin us gJ"tW!e 8114 wi&Gelll to ~ t.~ 
clearly ana UMelfiflhly t..hCI -.tters 'Which alleuld •• up teT so~tea or ti1•CWJs1on. 

Pleue ~~ the iMJ.Tich1al PtlpOrlS all ..,_11 M sbttoft. Otftoen, iM\1\nU.-.1 
ad card.\,.. repons, ~~e that thq C~m ~ r~ p~eJIP\lY at the a!*d"' ...sen u4 
Mt jrag 01\ thJoouch the Oollfer._. as tM1' ttid. last year. · !hNlk ,eu. 

Please lla\ all •tten tlut.t 7&11 woUld lllcle to brtng up • th1t£. \fe can ha~ u eo• 
plete. an·~ as poui\lt; right from tl>.e start. lfp.y l I)YAint JielYJl apd §Fhed at 
M!J!!a m!'!Utu m ree!i vn ?011£ ~tJtiou. f.'f:.Dl. srmy;; ths~ tgr u, l§rtng mM! 
ttr JM1t1ow ita. & mi~ n. «w :ro,. -m !d!&eDm"J. !' llm ~ nf!.!krn 
sf G!!tsmr&· ft'A.'7J:S! 

~ ar• !!DMe o.f tn. '\hings tbat have oome 1~ ntY l'and or r~Ye been 'bro\\C'ht t.o ay 
attention lly otherliu 

1. R~t•, correwpoa!enee. bills, ~t~. tJtc. 

2. StM.y •.an.s c.t ~ion. 

J. 1ia.,.vs of •er'Vbg !!Ore effmi Te3.7 e\U" count.ry a1"t!!ftff., ~lN~~mting th~ prestmt flOod 
l!'OTk of eorr•apondmcm, pc:uible u.«e t4 ~.hf!l J!I)UthlT. ete. 

4. G«neral :Bible ve«k cr fellovsh1p cent~ (&paftish) bt :SCptl. ~· in COD
neetion Yith tlMimttion cf (!hluoeh, or eoner. 

5· ~JSD~lon N'1d crgp.nimt1()n ef ~ttth '\!!t)ztk. 

6. Pr1~ tlohool in llogoU.. 

1· l"d~Ation of JatasioMl"'Y children. 

8. Stud3" ~P1b111 ties ct Vd.niag \'IOl'kera -.on thftir own .. , Y1 t.'u)ut or "' n. m:l.Jd.JR~D~ of 
ld.atd.an ~tut, am tltlls aw..ld1D£ teeline or obligatictn 0ch part ot e~nd.idatu. 

9. Denne etfttua fl! theolog!.ef\1 ~tftfll When to 'b~ ordmnRt; what relation tc 
lllitudonmoy ~nf'erenae: what r•syons1bil1 ty, ~ttt ~ ~ice in Coftference or other 
organization until indie;emus church e~n b~ ert:,.!Ji:2ed.; plane for thttir possible 
pla.ceJ~~t~~D.ts or cN.la. 
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10. Restudy of slllarles, allOY&nce (incurance?) for Col&libian workers. 

11. M1saioNU'7 pl.Mementa. 

12. Election of o:f'fioers and COJIImitteea. 

1.3. Mt.t~,.ionu:v furloughs am vacations. 

14. Discussion and possible recoJillllfmiattona to pastors and ccngrt~&gations ~inc 
1t88 of robes (pulpit am choir) in our churcht~ta. 

15. MIT buaineaa reg~U'"ding construction progrRM. 

16. Other business. 

l!:llclosed are llinutea of lfoV&mber Board Meeting and OOYfl.ring letter tro• :Pr. Syrdal. 

Yours 1D. llie Service, 

~k 
Enclosure 
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The large part of utv y2ar at home was spent in trweling t.hrough our churchP.s 
of the U.E.L.C. A most recnntive and ~elcmme spirit 'vas manifest all over. 
And many ~ere the onen doors to present the ~ause of Colo;~bia. It 1lfaS a joy 
to see how quickly our people responded to the cause as soon as they were in
formed. It was a t~rill many a time to see hOJr they ~aveof their means, :md 
too, how they pranised to stand by us in prayer. There was no sn'irit of 
giving up, rather God speed to go ahe;}d. 

After a year at home, last Sunday found me back in Colombia. How good it was 
to be backl Immeadiately it was 11 home sweet h<Jll.e 11 • And especi,Uly h~Virlf; 
the -:Jriveledge of seeing our mission fam":_ly right away. I :rrrived in time for 
the conference. 

The conference this week has been such a joy and inspiration. Especially to hear 
the reports, to knov that the year of 1952 \vas a yea:r of going ahead in spite 
of all the obstacles. "All thinv,s work to;;:e~her for go·.xi11 , has been heard mallY 
a time since the conference began. And it has "?!'~en tru.e. 

Great opportunities are still1bef'ore us. And the tL"TTe :i..s sh.Jrt. It is our 
prayer that 1955 may 'be even a grea:- er year for Christ than ever before in 
Col001bia. May God 1 s 'PO'''er be manifest in our midst. 

Helen Danielson 



Report of Counselor for the Unoccupied Stations--1952 

·"He that overcometh,I will give to Him to sit down with me in ~ throme, 
as I also overcame ,and sat down with mJ Father in His throne. Rev.3s2I~ 

Truly it is a joy to see and hear about the many of our believers who have 
remained staadf&st 1n the Faith,through threats and persecutions. 
Letters of encouragement have been sent to most of the places by way of 

messenger.One trip was made to Carriza.l,Salinas,and Rionegro in Boyac~ 
shortly aftor the first of the year by Proceso Mora. 

It has been the desire of many of the believers as well as the missionaries 
that visits coul4d be made tb the unoccupied stations but the feeling has 
been that such would have brought mora persecution. 

Besides the work of encouragement amongst tbe believers,espec1ally in 
Carrizal,Oliver1o Mora,a graduate of our Bibl6 Institute has tried to carry 
on a ministry of mercy by administering to them 1n a medical way thru inje
ctions, and etc. 

Hilma Bello also as a teacher tried to have a Primary School 1n Carr1zal 
but after a few months of trying to hold school even in the shade of trees 
the effort had to be aba.ndened because of persecution. 

May God grant that the day may come when again we can go amongst these p 
people spreading the Word of Life. 



OOU>MBIA 
SUPJ:RIN:l.1EIIDENT 'S RIPOR! li'Oll 1952 

c : 

"So I prophesied as I vas commanded" (Ezek. 37:7). When Wt- hav~ done this our efforts 
~va not been in vain, even tf ~he -risible results JDaY' not bt" as spectacular as those 
which followed thE' dramatic ~eey of Bzekiel in the vallq of vision. We cannot 
feel satisfied and pat ourselves on the back, for really v• have done so very little. 
Yet we have had opportun1 ty to renew our faith in the unfailing fa1 thfulness of God 

' and to observe the power of His Word at ~ork as we "prophesied". 

Again we give thanks to God, who has spared the lives of our peraecu.tecl brethren in 
Boyaca, protected and sustainecl them in the faith throughout the sufferings and 
horrors Jllan1' of them have experienced. We are glad that it has been possible to have 
some contact w1 th them through the correspondence carried on, especially by Ostrem 
and. Q.uanrud, and through the occasional visits of brethren from th• various parts. 
Our prayer is that we ma;r soon be able to serve them ~t>re directly. 

!he year closed with the situation in the country seemingly calmer than it has been 
for some time. :But there are still skirmishes, unrest and hnsion in 111an7 places. 
Commnn.ications have not been reestablished in Caaanare even though it is reported 
that the A:rrq has near!T wiped. out the 14band.oleros". 

Subtle action by the Boman Church continues to threaten Evs.ngelical work. A greater 
attack on Evangelical schools may be expected., while demand for these increases. 
Many non-eva.rigelicals are inquiring about Evangelical schoolR. That is the reason 
for the action of the Executive Committee at ita September meeting: 

"IV. Fducation 
A. Voted that in view of the need for a primary $chool 'for believers • 

children in :Bogota we take steps to open sneh a school the coming 
year, that this school operate wi tbout boarding 'facilities if at 
a11 possible." 

We give thanks to God and to those whose gifts made possible the purchase of the new 
hom~ f'or our :Bible Institute. Progress has also been made to~ard more Colombian staff' 
in the Institute. !he teaching of Vdss Corzo and Mr. Quintero {part-time) is reported 
as being very Ratisfactory. 

Likewise, wtt give thanks because the building of the church and parso~fl is so well 
under vny in t=!pi te of so many difficulties and rlelays. Gratitud is I!Xpressed to 
Doctors La.ngebeck And Jbreno who were instrumental in securing for us the permit 
to build a Lutheran Church in Colombia at a time like this. fhe :Bogot{ staff is 
Al.so to b• commen<1ed for the spiri tua1 progress in that congregation. 

i'he \o!Ork in 'funja has been able to go forward, for Yhich we are thankful, it being 
our only statiCin open in Boyac{. Elizabeth Heerde and Valborg 'J.Iorklelson report an 
encourAging torOrk Yi th students, a.nd. we appreciatt'! the work that they and the Montoya.s. 
, as well as Ostrem. are doing there. 

We rejoice at the progre~s made in the work of the LWJ' among the Germsn-t~peald.ng 
and Scandinavien colonies, so ably directed by Pastor Ak:e Xastlund. It has been a 
rei.IJ pleasure to welcome the Xastlund family in our midst. 

We are 1 ikewi se happy ~or the opportunity that Pastor HermM Muller h:uJ had for 
theological study in Germany and in the United States, Rnd we look forv~rd to renewing 
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our fellowship and cooperation with the Mullers who, we understand, will be serving 
Cali and Medell!n. 

Xno~ng Dr. Steward HerJRan and fellovshipping With him 1m8 also a pleasure and an 
1nBp1ra.tion, His keen insight into our problems and those of the L\G' in Latin America 
is 1Dileh appreciated. 

Again we exprAss our tha.nlat to the Knutsons for their fine work in Meclellh, au4 
prq that thq may haTe a tl:'Uittul ministry in San Antonio, Texas. 

We were happy to welcome :Selva Nerlien back from furlough and look forward to 
velco'llling Helen Dal'lielaon at our Conference ot 195j. 

In conclusion, a hearty •thank 10u" to each co-worker for your, splendid and unsel:fish 
~orts in 10ur respective ta.ala, for advice, patienee and UDAerst.eaU ... 

. . 
Gratitud 1s eXpressed to S~retariee Jeneen and s,rdal, to the J'oint .Board of the 
liLC and. the um.c, and to each member of our r .. apect1v& church bodies for remembering 
us in ~ ~ material support. It hBJA been a graat enco~t to realize the 
confidenee which has beffn placed in us ::tnd abov.e all the faith in God ~ieh has 
dared to launch int.c ,the purehaee of -propt~l"t7 and a. hea'\7 building program in the 
face of the present situation in Colombia.. To Rim be glory and praise ae His K1ngdo111 
marches on. Mt>.,- Ye be fs.ith:f'nl. ·•til Jla oo:mul 

Respectf'ull.7 submitted, 
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Joint Boenia of the ELO and the UEI.Dt 

Greetings in Ohriet J~susl 

Apartado •*reo 498o, 
Bo~, Colombia 
January 28, 195' 

Saw& explanationa arein order relative to the enclosed financial 
etat.menta~ I regret that the problea of finding a house tor the !net. 
Director and the boya becauaaethe owner Where we have been for alaoet ~ 
years needed hie houae, hae made the work on the booke~ since Conference 
a difficult one. And as I noted 1n the preliminary repon on the dollar 
account I have had difficulty with *' be~ee of transfers eo it will 
have to be only a tentative one with the permanent one sent in when I 
have been able to untengle some of the kncte. But it should give you 
a teneral impreeeion of the situation. 

As you notice from tho financial statement there ie a ehortage 
in tho t.ea.cher account of' 109.90 which v111 be assumed by the balance 
in the evangelist fund. The shoil»agej in Tel and Tel• much of it due 
to Calle and telegrams neceesary with the building program and the 

# one in Property due to t.azea on the Bogota i)roperties that vere not 
budgetted for, are aseumed by the balances in emergency and miecelaneous. 
The construction shortage will be assumed as money is transferred for 
building. 

Rev. Morek has explained in some of his letters the reason why we 
are running ehort on the building. !iot. having hao much building 
experience any of us on the committee ve have to conf'eas that lllallf items 
were not taken into cone!.deration when we originally gave th@ eetimate. 
Bece.uee of the ground being not as firm as it appeared on the eurface 
and which we found out only a.fter excave.t!ng. the enginee:re eetimate 
that it cost us about $201 000.00 peeoa more for the foundation and the 
columns. etc. Another factor are the constructor's commission - lQ% 
and the arquitect 1e - §,ooo.oo pesos. some feee charged by the municipality 
and extra expenses in getting our plans e.pprovfJd which in all wolll.d add 
up to 20 or 25. 000 pesos to the original estimate. The third factor \itich 
we cannot eecap• u• is the rising conata:ltly of building coete. Bricks 
alone - and that 18 one of the principal items have risen f'rom 10 to 20 
pesos a thousand depending on the qu&lit1 - and vhen acme 1~.0,000 are involved 
it becomes a considerable increase. Then add to that the steel used for 
reinforcing the cement which at one time rose about 100 peeoe on the ton. 
Because of these conditions very few contractors here will take a job on 
an exact contract - if they do they will have to atop before finishing the 
job or put in 1f'erior materials. \te ritalize, of ccurse, thet we could have 
built much emaller. without basement and aaved that '~~y, but when Dr• Quiroga 
spoke to ue the other day in our cont'erene.e on his trip to Europef and 
commenting on t.he situation in Oolombia he edd that those who had built 
originally in Colombia had built too 811811• .Now the Pree~.ohurch tln 24th 
atreet 1e too small. And since you gave u ihe go sign on the size of the 
church as well as the basement we felt 'Ul&t. it would be better use of the 
property t\» build as we have. Some thinga can be cut down on - a couple 
of' toilets may be cut out without trotllle and we may go without wood floor 
in the bas~~nt - costs about 2,000.00 but if services are held there before 
the church is finished it will be a bit cold. We should soon be able to 
make out the deed with the city for the meters in front which will bring 
about 10,000•00 in bonds (whoee interest would pay the taxes) or about 
5,000 pesos in cash. 

I I I 



Relative to the b~dget there are some items that perhape need 
clarification. We had hoped to decrease the rent much more than we 
have but *1th two sefioritae working aa pariah workers, namely Helen 
Danielson and Belva Nerlien it makes apartments necessary. However, 
when Quanrud 1e move to the lot or to the ~araonage thet eho~ld bring 
it down SOUle• Station School under Bogot8 retera to the primary 
school or schools that we may have if we can rent houses for it. 
This itemJ inolW.es the rent. :\lso we are budgett1.ng for taxes and 
inaarance since now that we have property here w will have to pay 
out. for it. '!'here will be need of buying aa. furniture this year, 
some tor the parsonage, sou tor Oetreme it they move out of the 
fW"niahed house t.h.ey have rented an4 aOUie ttw the aef1oritu or 
lady workers who have returned to the field. Since all workers in the 
mission are now on the field this year. there will be some extra 
furniture necessary. 

May tht~ Lord Wichly bleae your coming meeting that His cause 
may go forward in Colombia ae well as in the other perts of the 
World. 

In Christ, 

' ' 



Preliminary Summary of 
Dollar Account 

Bal on hand, ~an. 7, 1952 
Salary 
PropertJ 
Budget 
Movie Projector Y Equip. 
Mueller 
Belen Danielson, Travel 
Belva Nerlien, 'l're.1n Travel, 

paid ill 19.51 
Walla Check returned 
Belva Nerlien, Travel over 

Gift received for ch. 
furnishings 

Church gifts 
Gi:f'ts not spent, 1952 
W1lohee 
Personal Gifts 
Pereonel gifts, 1951 

Dec. ,1, 195, 

40.00 
1,m.,7 

826.16 
1,628.84 
~-96 

Disbursements 

17,224.11 
6;,000.00 
2,,828.64 

'74.00 
1,569.62 

250.00 

1,470.00 
,90.96 
42.68 

!net. property 1,000.00 
Property ~,50,.69 
Equip. Inst. 528.57 
Jeep or Willye 1,57,.24 
Gi:f'te from before, used -----~~=-=-:.,.-----":"":"".,..-:::::4:":1~~·-==40~ 

124,79o.o6 116,798.91 

Balance 
116,]98.91 

7,905.15 - which is made ap of 
g1 rt.e unused and fund e on hand 
for Inst. and Church. 

I This doee not include the 20,000.00 dollars sent out fnp{ 
building which was not deducted fro~ the Chicago account. 

p. s. ~1s is onlr a preliminary report ae I have not yet been able 
to get the accountat.raigbtened out vi th eo many transfers 
in::::volved and house hunting since Conference hae hindered me 
from doing justice to the books. But this should give you so&e 
general idea of the situation in the dollar account. 



Institute 

Property and Building Account 
Dec. ;1,. 1951' 

On hand from house in Duita-. - 16,000.00 peaoa 
Special fund - - - - - - - - 1, 615.00 ! 1 

., (on JdaiW on the field, 
Inatltute dollar fund - - - - - 2,m.oo " ·,~·,(•xt.ra accl;lmulation on 

IP, .5•00- peaoa exchange) 

Bu1ld1n; - house and church-
Sent. out by Board -$24,000.00 - - - - 60,000.00 pe ... 
Leae paid by Board on lnet.. 

building; - - -- ~- ~----- -
Available for building 

Allowed by Board tor building - J44,ooo.oo 
Jl'rom property f'und on hand in dollars 

designated by Conference tor the house 
$:!),;o,.69 

Fros ole of small houee in Du1tama. alio 
deaigna~ed by conference fOr the house 

20,"+15.00 pesos 
- - - - 12,,200.00 pesos 

Eati~aAed cost of the bouse - 24,801.70 pesos 
£st.1mated coat of the church -lif 158.02 pesos 

· l ,959•72 pesos 
Lese funds available and 

designated 

9,Sl0.,;5 peaoe 
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Estado e qyenta 4• la Ootporaoion ivtB&elica ~iga 

Financial §!.e.teraent ot the- Colombia Evangelical Lut.heran Mieeion of s. Ju 

Diario - (General Ledger} 

Ingresoa ( Receipts) enero 1 - dicieahre '1• 1951 
Gaet.q ( BxpeDd 1 turea) 

Salclo (Balance) diciembre .51, l95J 

Ga.atoe Saldo Deficit 

, 
Servic1o Medico 1 medicinas 

(Medical) 
Emergenoia (Emergency 
Gast.os Legales (Legal Exp.) 
Suelcloa (Salaries) 
Arrendamientoa (Rent & Upk.) 
Arregloa de alojaa. (Prop.upk.) 
Inst.i tuto (In.t.i tut.e) 
Utiles koOlares (School eUpp.) 
Maeetroa (teachers) 
Evan&eliataa (EvangeUats) 
Literatura (LU.erature) 
Viajes J trasteos (travel & 

Moving) ~74.70 
Bienea Semovientea (Vehicles) 2804•.5.5 
Vacacionea (Vacations)& P'Urlough( ,a78.50 
Muebles J Enaerea (Furniture) 5618.20 
Oorreo 7 Papel (Postage & Paper) 286.5, 
'l'el. z. Tel. 61,.6.5 
Escuela de llnos de Missionaros 

(Miss1onariea 1 Ohlldrens 1Sch. 4"7•.5.5 
Ga.stoa Vartoe (Miacellaneoua) ~1.22 
Donac iones Persona las (Personal 

Gift.a) 
Donac tones para la obra (Gifts 

for the work) 
Bienea Ja{cea (Property) 
Ccnwtrucionea (Oonatruction) 

Saldo (Balance 

rr~ .. ~. l'f, /9!>-._ 

o,K 
hlj/~4L 

VI(}" /l~ 

(Diebureemental (Bal.) 

,061., 
12165.12 
2,56·95 

46,o,.62 
.5.5650·50 
7225·09 
14,.41 
,a.oo 

,276·90 
6188.02 
Y+,S.88 

2787-0S 
2674.o8 
2117·25 
54-,.20 

277.18 
780-45 

,5102.11 
2657·95 

876.58 

144,.,a 
1989~·69 
94~.02 

!57·25 
652.82 

,0.5·65 
7216.84 
'72·25 
88.29 

111.05 

1448.2, 
657·45 
887.62 
1,0.25 

1161.25 
145.00 

9·" 
12,5.22 
96,.27 

55·81 

1849.90 

166.82 



Oelmoaa Propoaecl Judpt 195, 

.. l'tmd. 8or:ota Inat1ut.e Medellia Euanai 01'1 Ttm.1a 'total• 
Reat & 
Qlakeel) 7.100.00 6.000.00 6.600.00 5.760.00 5()0.00 _25. 2_60 .oo 
bang. & E2.ooo.oo 
teacher '1'1.300.00 Tl~.oo 1£3.000.00 E2,400.oo 10.000.00 
Lit.. & L1b.100.00 
~liee 100.00 ?roa.lo.oo 5Q.OO so.oo 2').00 335·00 
frav~l 

_2!)0.00 100.00 5().00 3lQ.OO 300·00 1.150.00 
Tel ~ 
Tel. 200.00 100.00 150.00 3().00 ~ .• oo "-1').00 
Post. & 
stat.. *F).UO 10.00 15().00 20.00 2(1.00 -~--00 
MiK. 

1~-o.oc 100.00 laJ.OO 15().00 :'iD.O'v •.,55().00 
Purnit~rt. 
RetJl• 200.00 200.00 
Misc. St.a.:~i ·::n Jd.l~)C~.£.1.!) 

Special Sch'.Jo1 Cook ;)00.0*:) 
3.ooo.oo Ath. lOO.CO 4.900.00 

14f525-00 9,B20.00 1010000 ~10.00 :h530·00 4t..-2S,.oo 
.fet.ale I • , 

--
SHCis.l Budg; t Wilch~s (1:>. llarc '• Hera( L'ollar n) 

Medical 2,000. Gi: ~4f.;1 .. ;:,. TY).OO 
Emerg6ncy <,CC<l.VO .:;.;.;)!pvrt> 9&J.OO 240.(\') 

\'ac. &aw· .;.,occ.w ·r u ·.d:.. i.Wl 6:J.CO ;c.~:;o 

Supt. Ira . 4(/J.OC 1'}"!1'\rt'il 1.,;::..\~,.(itJ ;,o.ao 
Mise. Oh. ~"•-=rl;e>r~; lilO.~~ 

Scho::l ~,~cc • ..;c -;':; .-ult. ;;,.;t:JG.VJ .@J.C'-0 

Jeep l.Jpk. UlO.OO 
Totals - u.2c-c.00 .>t&t. ica :-31 ~~te - L.~ ~9).Qt~ .. , 

' 
~P~1.al BUdgete - ll. ~J.;,j{) 

'Iotc.l "· 
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A~tadO Aueo-~ 
~ell{n, ·Colombia 
FebrtW7 2, 1953 

TO the .!oint Foreign' Hif4s1on J',oard. 
. (Jf ~ ~'" ~ .. ID:LC: -

• ' :>- _,- • ·, ' ' ' I 

ar•·t~.-~n ~iat,~·sus.t '-· ·,' .. 
. l "'-···· - ·• 

~~t rae 't.o_,~-: tlu~.r~11~1ng co~ni~.¢p _ths· enelos«t ~~~-of~~ M!nlal 
Confe~r_~,~,eb}tgve. ,Jtwt ~ived .tmm :Bo~~ I--~ so:rry that; .• th.. wor<l.i.nc.of, the 
minutes is' not too ClUJ" 'in ~~ver3J. ulacef\ but t~t t.hnt the COI!ll'llanh Will r)arlfy 
po_inte ~~~ -~~lpd~rstanding COtlld othentisct result. Enclosed :ll.RO are C0})i8S of 
all ~rts ~tt.a·~- ._ .. : . .··· ,, . , ., 

li. newrt~s·I;ei:!!".Juan ~ntoira was int-.:"~wE!d. liY' the ~cutive 'r.o~ttae. It vas 
f~lt ~t,th~.,: viS !nvorable prOgress 1n his pcsitionr~ing the Lord's Supper. 
Boweyftr9 ~e':t-~ decided. :to tlltlvo to rogo~ 1(her~ l;.e '!~!"ill. resume hi~ vork as t,ocili;.. 
oinil•r ~ ~~:offered to help in the \110!"\:: Of thta CoDqRgation 1ri any Wa",! be COO 
t>.r! thcut. r•~"at1on. · · ·. ' · · · · .· .· 

'-· .. : _; . . ' . . : 

C11ver1o !-\)~_.is p;ft11c:U.1.ne 'to leave· 'for: tl1e~. ~·~ in,li~nc·s .Aires wl'tere ha_ will 
b-egin ·hi·s ·the1otict>~ ~tudies this yw. Thi ~ard will remer.ab~r th~t acticn w..s 
tak:@n on thi's t4t' the t.oni~!'Ance in 19:9- but that t-~r. rkT::-, ~,7<-S rr·t al;Je tc J t'!ave 
ebi.n,y b~111e -en ~-ortant 'lc,cument had,_ been ccnfi soatoo. ·-·h~n h&_ was i0'l'i MMd. 

l,tl• 1in.tUlCf (b) .... ~e ~ticn is bufJ.y ~:orde4, but the T.ul"pOSa cf tM action 
r~t'!~ tel~ne is to equaliz• the cost. Soma of the t•Japl'IOrut: billa do not 
.xeed ·live~ 'but o~ers !'l)r.e t.han tripl.e that ~unt. Formerly, th.e Mit;sicn 
paid n nat 1/3 of hlephcne.. Thf! l"td,f!rttnee tc >ll~trtcity h cnly in CF-S!~S 
vt .. a:re thtt work.is .c~:.:rril'd. on in th~ .m1ss1onar:r's hom~~ where all come~ C'n the 
·tUll,!!le·lidt··~.er •. The city's e'\-aluation Of the house nsuaJly d.tel"Trnnes the minii!llm 

!11. Finance (C) - The Thrl.loJng (',omitte.e vill lit> (~h-in{~ full ~~:>.nation cf the 
additional cost in cx:nstruction. l'l~ase r~f•r rugc to roy tcrmf"r corr~~nnerw.e ,,ri th 
Dr~- Syrcl~ en ihlt matt~r of tncreased coat of ~orstruction and reaQOna for the a~. 
Ol&on' will 'siec:i' be .&endJ.n(: cop1e-$; of the ~ldine pl.-tll9 :md a. tranelRtion cr. the . 
itemize<l est..1iD9.te of. cost$. ~:8 si~aly r•£1"•t that it is neceas.ary t~ Poak for 
this adell tJow\1 :~unt, bttt l.re ar• P:ura t.hnt the ~ard viJ 1_. 1U¥1 eratand. that the 
largqt part of, 1t could,- not b~ i'oJ."euen. It Rhould also be borne ip mim that it 
'"'~ clero-ly ~tahd.. li yen- ae;o t.ha.t U·.• 1n1 tial "tirlrite d.id net .inclt~-• su~h. items 
as the arch1f1ct's fees, wir1ne. pl\Ult)1n& ~to. 

Ill. ?ioonc4' (d) - Sor:~erot',.. t""'- ~-r9re led to uhr1.er~t.,-;nr1 t.h;:;.t the TJ!!,C hn.C. b!!-:en u:;:'<m 
itaelf_the furnishing cf th~ chur~h in :~ogot!. Ro~>'f'v<>r, "~ un1~r~t.:m(l, fro:'!! !"n.stcr 
J'emw"'T! -that, khi-s is not the case even then~ efforts are 11ce1ne ~.d• 1io raise ~ llnch 
a~ 1't'l~~iblfi fer t.h5 s nroJ~cto li.! lH~Uevo ll '.<!Culd E.: nor;~ibl~ ..!&. s~tr• .a~~ 
Clrr;an .m: M.v{'\rtisipe in ..Y.ut qhurcl: ~-..-..p<n·g. Not lo~ t-~fP ~ sr:r-tJ.l el~tric ore;m w:;,s; 

~vertisOO. for 1lale in the 11Lutre r;,.n H•r:1lcl1'. 
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liie Finance (f) - r-::-o fh::~cl subscrlption rat~ ii< chRrgf>d for tha r..onthly JllagaUn$• 
rfAmantac(ll" 11 publ1sh9d by tha JJ.C. 

!II. Pin.:-mco (g) - It is cJ.nimftd. b:r officials of the "CcnferlttrMi6n :~v~l iC'..a d.e 
Co1o::lbia11 that their -perio(Uoal j)\lblicaticn in. t.hA fC'rden pr~ss of c~sss cf pt!!r~eC\1.
tiQn in Colombia ·has help~ to restratn action acg~inst Protaatanta in this eountroy. 
taat y~-u-· all; ~~dons 'Wtlrldng in ~lodiia, 'including non-lll8nib•l" mlssio~•, "'er, ~•lc.d 
to ccntriwt• 25 p~.,s.per month w de!rq the &Xp•natt!! of this .i.nv•atigation of 
pera•cution. w¥.1 publication cf ~v.:.~nt1onec1 .bulletins. Hcw•v•r• ver, few iniadons 
found 1t -possible to. conb-1'\mte to t.'lmt .ftXtG.t. t'!e fael that we at"• benefittil'l« b7 
CD>J«:tt flgb~. for the r!p,ht~ of :?rotestrults.in Co\ombb.t hetnce; our. cOntribnt,C n of 
a!x\y pe;Cs fer the year. 

III. Ji'tAAnca {j) - The TT$asrn.r~r ~111 b.? p.Y.plainine the bud£8t in full. 

y. ~VMfielism {bl - ~;~ o.u-ft ent~ta1n1ng the possibility o! 1nvi~ a ~'t sp.aker, 
p•rhaps f'rot1 P\wrto ntoo, ~xpensss to b~ defr~711d. by local contributions. 

y. :S..pngelism Ccl - Since ther~ is still ,no indico.t1on tJ-.at we micht r~Jturn tO ou-r 
rural vork ~ ?.o~ ·.and Caa~,.~•, ·~ are' COn"'-~nped that the fP'tlA~·at possible thrust 
mwtt be ~:,·1ft' c1 ty TatOrk at 'this tt.m. as 0 t.hu Oissionl'1 a:t•e also dc;.ing. . . 

• '. • ' . -, ' f • ~ 

y. ?.vapt-;elism {i).- Hiss !lfllllO accept~ work as bible woman in Tunja. 

v. :l8ffl!JG•ltam LU - It ia the 'op1n1cn of uie ~~iSs1cn C~nf·r-~ce that. :Pl"'C\iiO }\l.ra' B 
talents. Ara :oot t.hat of an atvr-ngelist in c1t}1 ""'l"k. HOwever •. _sine• he has -1):rovlltd 
M.ri'lsftlf a {POd colportatU", the ros9l:bi!1 ty of item ( j) grw out of a con~r~ation 
•,:1th 1-h'. Sic1ll1an1, .Secretar;,r Clf the Amf'!ric:-..n Eibl• Sccioty in <'.olomhia. The ni'hle 
sOCiety can U~e sever& ,Jiel"O col~rteura but h~ rot wffioi~nt .funrls to _pay the 
'baa1a .tal.U'jr o~ ~re than these ~w •Riplored. ~~. }Uldsrst~. ~· '\)asic eal.ary~ ia v~ry 
lf)W, abo~t 75.P•~$ a_~nth, tha~tnat sa;J.espolMlillSiQnl Jlak.e .. uJ> ~· J:'4t9t ,~f the . -
co1'00l'twr"!r711ala17. He,wculd tlnJ.s ._tUl b.e contrfbut1Jl6.to th~ ~istr~'bution cf ~· 
ni'ble in Co16mb1a r~thmo U..ruilett1ng !~ •. r~ra leai-. Christian worlr-. arid he '.rill also 
have pined valuable expari~nce by the time 1. t wi11 b~ 'f'OSsible for us t.c l"tnploy 
h$.J~t .. ~'in -tl). it~ .~ftas. :> • .~ ~· : .. • 

yx. ·ty.tiu•u¥ious Cdl.;~. \l.'he "o~ oth~_.'dist~tivt. roW,te:vJ.ai a~ti~•1 .. 1• added b~: . 
raqu~t of em• mim;iorueu"Y vr.o Vi Mea to us• a •'l'rinoe Alb•l'\:11 1n plae• pi &, gown. 
It may b!ll of int"~r~at to ~ot.r th:i.t. SCllne of cur ·Lutheran b~:iiev•rs h~re. ::ts w~il as 
our s~• in ;Bwmos ~es,ha,_ upressed thttmselv•s in favor of using th~t fl(lt.m, 
and that thn htnn~ll Conf\IIJ:r~nce of t.~e li0.t1on.~- Presbyt~ri~ Church vet~ thh ~a.r 
that gQW%\S be .U&f!d in .all of th.,ir churches. 

yu. t1t~r~tu.r.·{a) f.~.- In the r:lwein of the Lit~rature Re-port"''~ have inrHcatfld 
thtl r~sUl t of this -prEd~:er~nce vote. 

VIII, t·!M1cal; (a) L. - It is to be un:larstood that w~ have not committed ctl.l"s•lv~s 
in M!T t.•p._y r~.ine tM.s ~)roposed l~~Jlicill r..c;spitnl. l~tt"-~rtheless, •rre ar~ ke~n17' 
a-vrare of tht~t nHd for r:tuch ft hospital dwi ·to thi\ c1iscr1minati.Cln am p.-rs~cution c.f 
non-noman Catholics in th(l! 87-isting hos:>1tals e:! JlogoM. Such a. ~.-,rogr;;trn nr.ouJ.d be 
c-.c.n;.\it1ctroo on t.he basis of this Mad rather t.hM on th~ l>~sis of wheth~r or not it 
is a 11pa.ving11 !!ltims of ~v:mgsli?..ation. thinldne of tht~~ ca-pital inW~atrnrmt. Since 
the ns.tional churchAR P..!"9 net able tc firmnce sn1ch a r)ro,5ect ruone, S. t is hoped that 
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tlut Pl'oteatanta of toreip. colonies and Foreign M1aa1C~n Boarda tdll look vtth favor 
on this project. Ostrem and Morok attended a 1\UIC!won meeting of s~athet1o medical 
doctora. ~leal paatora aM missicnari~s at tlut rome of nr. Q,tirop of the 
PrealVterian M1sa1on, where an intereat1ng ex~ or ideas took place on the subject. 
M&ttt 4Dctora wen present and. all exp:reaBed interest 1n a hcepital where patient• 
of all tal ths ld.ght be trMte4 Y1 thout religious 41scr1Jrd.l'lat1cn. 

Possible cooperation in the enJ.arcem.nt ot seJninaf7 f&eUitlea for ~ngellcals 
in ~ti is alao being studied by the vR.l"lou.a ld.adone • 

• • • • 

With reference to Dr. Syrdal.ta letter of January 12 to Hal-old OlttOn quoting W>te 
ot l'!Xecmtive Oomm1ttet requeat1ng JQOre expl.a.natSon on the euggested use of the Wormann 
mtQ)J'ial tuM, I am rather at a loaa as to what _,re tl%planat1on lllipt be a44el to 
that given 1n the third paragraph or • lettftZ of Dec41Jit)er 2, 1952. where I quote 
the action of the ~eoutive Colld.ttee. I believe the Commttt .. has axp1aine4 the 
use of this educational unit, and wtt are not able tD glorify 1t abow an c7dlnaJ7 
~ balemcmt w1 th the exception that it could beal- the tNgeaW p184.Wt8 in 
Spanieh and ~lab as a memorial to Mra. Ncr~~JADD. I ara flt1ft that the lloard rea1.1Ma 
that an entire 'bu.ilding could not be erected for the @W'Il imolwd; hence 0\11" sugestion 
to uae 1 t tor the conatnctSon and fin1ahtng (mlfwn!!MJJ£} of on. unit 01 the 
bu1141~~g. We are awal'• of-.. DJl. S1rdal. mmtJona in hie lett• "that nDJ'IIall.y 
people are not Tel"l' happy abOut a ch.ul-oh basement beina in ~17 of a111'bod7 •••• !he 
question is. 1.1' J'el.ati'fts of Mrs. :Rcl"!!lann ahoul4 nar come to Bo40t£ woUld they 
tMl. that he name is bein£ Jftl*'17 ~riali~el by the propoaed. use ot fund• 
avall.able.• 

Sincerely 1n Christ 

Arnteld c. M:>rck 

l!!ncl.o t111res 
cc - 0. Qwamoud 
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February 2, 19.SJ. 
' 

Rev. Harold L~ Olson 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, OolCJilbia · 
South .Amer10'-

Dear Harold: 

AIR V&A.Ilt 

We a.re enolosin& the I Q,larter Paylist for 19$3. Please note the following 
items: 

Private contribution lio. 5 ammmte to $2,000.00 vhieh is a cift· tCMlrd lit~ 
ture for the Mission. As ,-ou have on yeur budcet an amount totall.tnc $335.00, 
that is an we are deducting frO!l this extra cUt. rue means that the $))5.00 
is 1nclud84. b. the 41.uarterl7 pa)"lista and will be received throughout the Teal' 
ao there will be a total of $2,000.00 for use for Christian literature. !Me, 
o1 .qo'Q.J"se, .mould be used. according to Conterea.ce cr lllaoutive Committe~ decision 
or b7 ~ch persona as are authorised lJ7 the .-feren~. This is a large amount 
but I am glad that U is forthcoming eo the literature work can ad'Y&llce. I 
belieTe tnat we have alread7 made a good atribution and hope ve can continu 
to do eo. 

You vill note on page 1 thAt we have 11eted uad.er Station Budget the to~ 
amcnmt of station budget dbmitte6 by )"<mr eoaferenee plue the special budget 
and the U.s. dollar ~q_uest -tor the Wilches boys and Mora. As fa.r as ve are 
concerned, thie then is the budget to be eent to the field for the running 
expense~ for the year. On that basis as the support of the three students men
tioned is included in the budget remittanoe, their amounts are not sen' out 
as special gifts. Special gifts that caae are, therefore, a part of the budget. 
Hence ,-ou will note that we have. deduated pr1Y&te contribtuione 1fo •. 9, 10 and 
11. No. 2 and 7 a.re also deducted as these pay the salaries of workers that 
are within ,-our submitted budget •. · · 

I have just recebed your letter of J8:lius.rT 26th enclosing the accounts. I 
have not cheeked through the.:n )"et but Just make reference to the expense of 
building. In 1IJ)" lad letter I suggest that you mo.st likel7 would have had 
firm bids from the contr'!.cton. 1'r0111 this le\ter it seems as thoU&h 70u have 
arranged for building con,raot on a cost plua basis. We usually find that .uCh 
contracts go above original estimates. It would help me a great deal if you 
could send me before the Board meeting an rebruar,v 16~ the following items: 

a. Church Parsonage 
total cost parsonage 
Experuli turea on Church to date 
Additional expenditures on Church 
Total 

b. Receipts for capital expenditures 
.Jt4:one)" available on hand 
remittances received from Mission Office 

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman 
Rev. T. H. Rossing, Vice Chairman 

Rev. M. T. Jenson 
Mr. A. M. Larson 

Or. E.M.Hegge 
Rev. M.S. Knutson 

Rev, R. A. Harrisville 

Rev. C. M. H·anson, Recording Secretary 
Mr. Arthur 0. Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 

Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Repre.entative 
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c. In•titut• ~d~ 
Pu,roha••· pri~ oo•' td repalra 
Total. · 

'TO.,, 

c.. Receipt a tor ln•U ~e 
· .llece,ip\ :fr~ sale of Du1~ lluil.din& 

llec~tipta h"s Jlisa$.0ti ·otfioe 
foW _' " · · 

. . . 



Salaries • . • . . . 
Plus: 

SOUTH .Al-!ERI CA 

I j.UARTElt - 1953 

1/4 of $19,965.00 . . . . . . . . . . 
Joyce Bergh - retund of $56,05 deducted on IT Quarter 1952 Paylist 

( Ok, returned by Ins. Oo,- ~ent evidently made from 
Canada) . . 

Rev. 
Rev. 

Gerhard Ostrem - 2nd increase Sept. thru Dec, 1952 
Olger Q,uanru.d 11 

" " " " 1952 

Less: 
:Sills Paid at Home 

. . . . . . , . . 
Station Bucle,et - 1953. . . . . . . $23~836.08 
Station :Budget - I :(.ua.rter - 1/4 of $23,836.o8. . . . . . . . . ~ 

Plus Private Oantributians: 

$4,991.25 

56 .. os 

120~00 
120,00 

$5,287 ,JO 

527,42 
$4,759.88 

'$5.959:02 
$10,718.90 

1, For Rev, and Mrs, Earold Olson- Forget-Me-Not LDR, remitte~ 
by Carol Ostheller, 517 LakeS~ •• Sandpoint, Idaho. • • • . • • • • • 5,00 

2. Support of native worker by Albert D, Berg, remitted by Rev, 
Harold Bestul, Sand Creek.. Wis. • • • • • • • • • • . • . . . • . . . • • 200,00 

J, For literature by Ruth Group of WMF, remitted by 1-irs. Morris 
Larson, Fessenden, 11. Dak, • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • . • 10.00 

4. \a.Q' of Max Circuit - tracts for South .Amari <:9. l.Uesion, remitted 
by J.lrs. Dcnald Whiting, Max, N. Da.k, • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • 90,6,5 

5. Wom!ii•a Hissionary Federation - literature for South America_. 
remitted by MisR Alice Sanne, 57 S, 4th St., Minneapolis, Minn •...• 2,000,00 

6. Rev, A, 0, lvlorck:, - check sent home to be cashed (The L;J.th. 
Church - r.~issouri Synod) • • • • . . • • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . • • 135~ 00 

1. Support of native wor~cer ,by Billings Circuit \i,.k,:h,,, remitted 
b7 Mrs. Fritz :S. Peterson, Box 231, Big Timber • Mont. • . . . . . . • • 150.00 

8. Ladies Aid of Highland Cong., fo~ Olger Qu&nrud, remitted by 
Mrs •. Arnold Helson, .l·alton, H. Dak, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • 10.00 

9. Sunport of native worker- Mr. Mora- by Clarence Lind, Kennedy, 
Minn • ••....•••.....•...........•....•.•• 65.00 

10~ S<l~'Jort of native :1orker - Mr. :t.1ora - by K. J. Lino., :Box 74, 
:Donaldson, Minn, • • • • . • . . . . • . . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . • • 60.00 

11. Sunday School for Gerardo Wilcltes, remitt,ad by l·ir!'!, Ardell 
Hansdahle, Box 522, Beresford, S. Dak, •••.•..•.•......•• 22l.L3 

12, Christmas gift for Harold Oison family from G. Gabrielsen, 
1019-Jrd Ave. N, • Minneapolis, iUnn, • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 25.00 

13~ Personal gift for Rev, Gerhard Ostrem by Mr. and Mrs. Horace 
Johnson, Ho~!8.rd & Ardis, Torq_u.a.y, Sask., Oanad.s. ••••••••••••• 2$.00 

14! Christmas p;if'te for :Rev, and Mrs. Harold Olson from LDR societies, 
remitted. by :r.ass Arne. lijaa., 5? s. 4th St., ~i.nr.ea.polis, Hinn. 100,00 

15. Christnas eifts for Belva Nerlien from LDR societies, renitted 
by Miss l:jaa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . 105.00 

$13,920,68 
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:Brought F orwa.rd • • • • • • • • 

Less: 
Private Contribution no. 2 

7 
9 no 

11 
Literature included in budget 

$200,00 
~5o.oo 
65.00 
60.00 

221.1.3 
335.00 

Gift for Valborg Torkelson from 1-Iartha. s. Solberg, V .A. 
Center, Fargo, N. Dak, 

Minneapolis, i-i.inn, 
January 30, 195.3. 

.•• $13,920.68 

1.031.13 

$12,889.55 

30.00 
$12,919.55 



SOUTH .AMERICA. 
I Q.UA.Rnll - 1953 

:BILJ,S PAID AT ROVJD 

. :Bergh, .royce 
Pension Fund Dues - I Q,ua.rter 

Heerde, Elizabeth 
Pension Fund Dues 
Mrs. Donald llischoff' 

Nerlien, l3elya 
Pension Fund Dues 

Olson, Harold 
Pension Fund Dues 
Eastman Xoiak Stores 
2 Vertical Semi-Automatic. Slide ~rs 
Luth. Mutual Life Ins. Co. · 

(Miriam $31 • .50) 
(Paul 29.19) 

Ostrem. Gerhard 
Pension Fund Dues 
:Bal. Luth. »ro1:herhood prem. 

g,ua.nru.d. Olger 
Pension Fund Dues 

Torkelson, Valborc 
Pension lUnd Dues 

$18,40 

20.13 
so. 00 

18.40 

29.90 
42.43 
s. 2.5 

6o.69 

JJ.JS 
197.12 

JJ.JS 

18.40 

$.527.42 



SOUTH AM:fllliiCA - 1953 

Child 
Name Sa1al7 Support 2orfo Total 

:Bergh; Joyce $1600 $320 $1920 

Reerd.e, Elizabeth 1750 3,SO 2100 

Nerlien, :Belva 1600 320 1920 

Olson, Ha.rol_d 2600 $550 630 3780 
'·-· 

Ostrem·.- Gerhard . 2900. ?SO 730 4380 

Q;uanrud, Olger 2900 200 620 3?20 

Torkelson, Valborg 16o0 320 1920 

Superintenden1; 100 100 

Treasurer 100 100 

Secretary 25 25 

$15,175 $1,500 $3,290 $19,965 



Apnrtf>.do ltkeo 1482 
M«lell!n, ~lolllbia 
~.h ?4, 1953 

'lnclo•f!d 81"ft copiea o't the ~al"d JUJ\ut~ vhieh I ahtmld AA'ff ttent on tc ,ou 'bto.fore. 
A eo])T of Syn\111 '• lettw aDd 11\V replY 1& being clreulat@l\ eo that you can check it 
w1 th ,.,ur {".()pY of thft alnu.tM ad"te- Y!ltch it oa.n 1te ru 8d w1 th the Conf'P.r"'" s..cret~~.ry. 

Xnelo1ted ts ~- a copy o1' a h)"'lll tmt )'Ott -. f'lDd tu1td'ul At your Ocod l'ridq 
set"'"dee. "" ~u mt.. 1 t 1,. intfltftdect to be J'8R4 am ~ r~rud '9e1y. Of' cotU"t"e. 
tf' the 'P&"tor is a fPOd &iftgel' • he CM AltJO sing Me pruot. 

Vmtl4 Yf'U ldMl'!' ~- M -pl"'IIIpt~ any bu!IJiM!I8 that shculd f!CtM 1tp A.t 0\U" ~ti~ 
r.oattttee ...ntnc. t • tJU«gnt1ng April 2<' Md 21 f'or MD" Coadttee ~ting. but 
v111 hn"-e to vat t f'or "PJ"''YI'l floclll Co!lll!d ttee ~~ on thct:~e dAt ... w. 

nr. ~A11 tt NqUM\ for Apeeial ';"mjf".Ct!l in the nctJnd. pnragi"'Rph Of' his lettm' 
em then be <\fi!Rl.t with by the Colfllltt~. !'he '!JI!UettiYP and Mec!tet\l Col!llld.t~ wUl 
tAb nottt cf the ~ant'a reN!tton to th~ ~lleal hc~tnl in Jcaot4. I don't 
th1ftk w ·should be d1~ by thia ~1on. It 1~ si~~~ply A caution. 

I ruJI MAC' WJ"1t11'1f: <:el"haT'd. to R~ if it will be potud.ble fer 'tt! to visit wt. ~ 
J"Ntqltilla N'ld CartneeM to dCl coPte of tM imrMt!pttng tNP.t we WM"e ruppo•~ to 
do fUld rf!j)Ort on to the Elx8etttive ('.oliiJd.ttf"ff. 

For t101fte tiM l h~ve ,_tfld to writ" tc the '1'\mJa tJta!'f ~- J"ather disappointing 
ft4VB• but I have tw.ittll bcping ftDdnst hope thnt tt ~ M.ve turned ifttc tpOd ne--tl. 
I M~ ret'Artmee tc J"aMo Q.uintftftl wM apreseed Ids desire tc be coft1'11'1Jied here 
but~. dnoe 81\rlY in Jl'f!!lmlm-y, haa mt b~ """here at ~l. We naiertttand 
fr'oll Oorr• thJJt hta fmuly ~1SIK'JC~M thnt hfl hl\d Ji~VIlftet!lieru lit~tn"!"e nM hAve 
evS.thmtly -put on thjt J'l'"flf;tm:re. He h..~. lll7eed tc. try out hit; n'bili\7 on Utet"Rture 
work 'but ~rked only a halt dq a.M then fAiled to r•tunl ~1\Mut evt:m ~ telephone 
eall to ttXplnin. Ve are prqine lllllCh ror h1111 """'· othP.rtt 'Whc htwfl e.l SIC droppM ort 
httcnnfte cf the -:;J"imttlT pre~MU"e in thb ~s:q>lW. It eeemtt thAt only one (P.~) 
¥111 b~ ecnfll"Red noY on Pal111 ~ey. 

P.S. 
nr. AJ"lmugh wrl tes thtt.t 1 t is -very likely tAAt Put,clr n!az vill be able to aec49pt our 
invitAtion to C"'flle fer the dfldlention of the ehnJteh. Re •a.""' thAt he et-.n ~ h.,~ 
~ or thre~ v~eb t..tW the mtd.dle of S~tfldllb..r. l m'l ~ing tc ~te tC\ PatttoJ" nfl'tz 
even ~ ve .ca.n:not t4lll h1:~t the ~act date« yet. 



• 

[ 

it 
_;.. 

I J 

Celmoea Special Conference 
April 61 1~3 

C"onterence was called to order by Supt .Morek • 
.All members present except. Valborg ~orkelson •. 

r.F1na.nce 

~ ;r-~~~--

/(.-C 
. '..;' 

(a)I.Voted that due to circumstances beyond our control such 
ass-excessive ra1ns,cont1nued r3-ee j_n oost of construct
ion and serious oversight 1n earlier estimates we find 
oursel vee obligated to request a m1n1mum sum of 42 
thousand pesos in order to complete the church euff1ciw 
ently for use, 

2.however it would be :n:ore deslra.bl.e and economical 1n \he 
long run to oomplete church according to plans which 
would cost .a minimum of 60 thousand pesos. 

{b)Voted,now that the parsoJ;l.S.ge is sufficiently- doapleted to 
determine exact cost we request the additional 5 thousand 
pesoeneeded to terminate construction of said parsonage. 

{c)Voted.that e~ce the reparing of walls,s1dewalk.driveway 
had not been included in the estimates,we set aside avaU. 
able 1953 rent budget balances for said purposes. 

II.Miscellaneous 
(a)Votedtthat in view of extreme difficulty in rentins 

quarters for school in Bogottt and the ~.nadvis1bUity of 
further construction on church 1otr.we :plan on using church 
basement as soon as possible for elementerytschool. 

(b)Voted,that we amend our action #5·~ Celmosa AnnualConference 
.re.nuaryti953 to read,quote-"Mative Sem1.r~ry graduates 
serve tor at least one year under supervision of an orda~eG 
pastor,'' as requested b' the Board at its meeting Fe\t •• I9!!3 

. /, .,,__ r.Voted that Mr.Lerberg s prop:>sal of Rev;.Arnol~ Maah ·s 
A;)/fJt·lr-"!'7--:- coming to Colombia for movies of work on our field be 

, /{·~"'£ .- ,;.- -. accepted~ 
~~~; i--- _,~,.,...,.; 2.Voted that a committee be elec~ed to work out euggestio:rsa 

for shooting a scr1pt.Ostrem ,Olson,Nerlien were electe4 

. Voted to adjg6rnf;. 



tm:OR'r ON VlSl'l' 'ro C.ALI 
By Ostrem Md fl.orelc 
April 9 to 13. 1953 

Cali ts a boolld.ng eity of 284,188 people, according to the 1951 census, which meNls 
an inereaee of 182,388 since 1938 vhen ite population Wfl-8 given as 1Cl,800. !'hie 
inerea9e 1• due moetly to the d~velopment of 1 tt: industries and thfl grE~"at Influx of 
political or religious re1"1lgees during -the last f~ :ve~rs. It 1s astimated th•t these 
refugees hs.Te Wfllled the population to JCI(',OC'O aince 1951. 

Scme or the industries of CaH. are textile£~, cement, paper carton raetor1ea, sugaP 
r•ftnerie•• eoal lld..!dng, etc. Its busy •dovn-tovn Sf'Ction• dbplaJ"B an interesttq 
ld.xture of tall ultro.-~dern and colonial build.in,gs. Tc the northYeet are thfl old 
barrioP ot tJric:ml cclonial conPtl"UCtiona Santa R.ou, Santa Jtita and Sfiftta 1'ereaa. 

!e the DOrth the high class tmd seJae middle el&ss barrios& ~a, ~. 
Verallu, Santa 'M(\Jl1ca Md San Vineen.te. fo the east ere the teelliDg industrial 
flnd 1110 rlters barrio e of Jo r~e Isaacs, S1111tander, Las Df'licie.s, El PoJ!Ular. ~enjalld.n 
Herrera., noresta, Galindo, Villa Oolollbia, etc. Meat of these are nw barrioe 
with vtde unpa.ved Btreets anti sll811 Oimq brick houses. lhlt ,. van told that most 
of the people ~vned their h~lfte,; here. '!'he more central barrica or Al31Heda, JelalcRsar, 
Santa t,uc{a, San lliecln, etc •• are e mixture of business e~et1on a.M. middlCJ tllld 
poorer eluse•. 

'l'o the south, 1n which direction the el ty is obviously extendiDg mo.st rapU.ly. are 
the n~ re$1dent1al b8lT1os of SP.n ftorru>.ndo, t:1 Ctdro, Seta Isabel, ete. Jl..any of 
the JRemb~s of the Gertnru'\ congregation 11 ve here. 

We interviewed J1tun'bt'ln of 111 sdons vcrld.!lg in Cell: 1'ht~ Cumberland 11-etb,.terlan, 
Gospel M1et1onary Union, Chr1Pt1an &~ ~s~tonar,r Allianee, ?entecostal, ~ ~spt1et, 
all of vhell'l "'ere necura.ging, if net eZ~.thushd1e, e.s to the pcss:ib111ties of 
h'nngeUeti!l ~-erk 1n thfl city. We d1<' not in'eniw the Adventbt• Yhe, we UDdt'l"Stend, 
haTe ccnP1denble vork 8lso. All were frientUy N\d helpful N\d encouraged us tc come 
ln. All ~;peke of Cell P.s an 11open ei tyt' in vhieh very little ~eHcal 1orork hu 
been clone. !MraYer, it v~tt interesting to N>te the remark of A Baptist vho had ~rked 
for years on th• eeast. Re sa.1d thl!lt progress in Cali ,,... 11lov 1n.co~~:p&rhon with 
that in tha ec~st c1 tiec of Parranquilb and Ct;rta.gena. 1"he ~aptist~ are 'f)e!"hDpa the 
lllission W\ieh in Cali r.e.& progr~~sed ~f't reptdly. 'Their 8-Vf'~ attend&nce at the' 
eentrnl ehureh in Cali stoems te run nbout ?5(' at preseDt. 'nlere hilS been • slight 
d.ecreatte rdDee mcrl!lg •ervieeP to t~e second floor nudi tcriUJR of the nf'!V school 
buUcUng on the e/t.her !'id ~ f'f the rrop~rty. '!'heir nev church is to b~~t bull t ~n the 
front of the :rropt~rty. Att..,.ndanee EPRtet" Sund.q Vfls 256 vi th an cfferlng cf 2('17 petlO~. 

~e Bnptists !u\~e put up " four-story eehool building Yith enelose4 g)'lll'tu1WR or 
e.ufitorlum Oft top vhlch <!f)W8. "eat about e. tbousMd people. 'J'he building cost about 
300,000 pe&es. In add1 t1on to thif:ll ctmtrBl propPrty, the ~aptist Mission pm-ehued 
in 1945 tventy-Ftx . .aeree of land to the flouth t·f th• e1 ty on Ybich they ple at sollfl 
future date to er•et en intf>rn&Uonal ~E"minary to •~rYe their emrehes of llOrthern 
Ls.ttn America. 'f),is :property v~ 'J'I11l"clultted t~.t ~ 'Desos a equ&re meter. ](ov property 
in that area is,r~rth Pix te eit.ht pMIOS ptDr s(\U&re- ~~Etter. !'he ho~s they hAd built 
end ""ere buildi't)€ for mhdonar1es and rrofe$sors .u-e ~st1ma~ a.t $2<:1.~ to t23,N'CI 
dollar• 111pl~~ including ccet of ground. J:lesides th.-ir centrt'tl vork P..lread.7 mentionf!d, 
the Ba:pt1eh J.aBVP ~rk in thr~e b~UT1oe to t.he south and "eat. 'l'hq have begun a 
t~eiDinary Yit)'1 tm enr~'1lment of t.hree •tudente thb year. They have five Mtional. 
J"B.Stors 1n ¢o1omb1a af "hom only one hAS h~ tteminary training. The PP.ptbt vork 
hae b~en cemduet.-d n.l\llW)ftt Et..Xelusively in thf! large ei ties an4. thutt ha.s &~uffered. very 
11 ttle froJ~ the r;.,.ru~,cmuon vhieh h~e drvaetatM eo mf\.J\7' of the eeuntry ar•ns or 
o tht'>r mi sst ens •. 



Report on ~istt to CAli -2-

!he Oulllberland Presbyteriaa MisJdon, whoa~ main yrojt~Ct in Cllli is the Cclttdo 
A.aer1eanc, has 1 ts central ehureh in the school bu1141D£ vherf' their att~ee 
l'UD.II about n5 to J00 • !esidee, they hav~ P ttmall eh~el in Alameda, a tiOU.th eent1"al 
bal"l'io. Md heuse meetinga tn Fl.oresta.. & workers' barrio to the 11eet. '!'heir school 
hae M enrollment of 300· 

·• 
'rhe Goapel MiasionaJT Union, whieh trB-8 the first lllss1on to t~stabUah in Celt, hne a 
central ehureh trith e»ocl a.ttfllde.nee,a.nd ruu a print mop. 

file Chr1st1e.n Missionary Alliance, 1t'hieh fer RCN years h~ had a 'book etore •ta 
t.i\)rerU. Aurora", opent'd ld.ssicn work in Cali in March in order to gather the -.. 
refugees trcm their ecnmtry congregations which hav" floek:ed. into Cali. IJibq have a 
t;OOd location in the do1m-town seetton. 

The Pentecostals have 1\ s111811 work 1n rente-d quarters in :Barrio A1ameda. 

1lo vcrk h being don~ at ell tn Sen Fernelldo el'ld the other southern barrios, nD!' ln 
the whole &J"e. north of the river. Sea.PCely 1'..1\YthiDg is done 1n the populeee "Werkel's' 
barrio a to thfl wst. · 

There is at preeent no penecutlon in Cali end 1IUeh freedom to 110rk COIIpN"eti to Malell!n 
lll'ld ~a. When ('.Sked. 1fh7 C'-t1li ~ 10 open a Prt!l8byterian Co lombiB!l ~tor aneverM: 
IIOne reat10n 1 e that ve 118ft A ei viU zed bishop here vho d.oes not insttcate persecution 
of Protestants•. There is a.l eo a priest trho h8S a very popUl.ttr pl'Ogl"aa!! oft the I"Mio 
called. "God. 1 s Minute". lie 1 s known to ret er to the Pl"ote.tanta N *b!'ethrfm11 Alld eon
ducts a ~&ign to encourage bible reRd.ing. He recently brought 3,000 eop1ee of the 
Catholic vers.;ion to cali vhtch ,.,~.re qtrlek1y aold. When he ia eut of' atcek he atmde 
puieh1oners tc the ~l,ioal bookston which also carries the Catholic version. 

It our M1ee1on vere to open ,_.,rk in C8l1, ve would I!U£P&t 'b~ng. at once, a heme in 
one of the eouthern barrloe, pel"hapa San F~. Yith a viw ftlso ~ open ¥Ork 1n 
the W~rkers• ban"ios to the ve•t. It vould be ad~aable to lmJ' proPftrty in both 
plac" to avoid high rer1ts. Propttrty itt still rea110nable in Call u eompared te 
llogoU, but prleee are eont1JmtUly goiJ!lt up becsuse of the expsnsten ot th~ city. 
'rhttre is a pose1b1U tT that soN Spani.tl-tt~ng work oould aocn be b&gU!l t.n Cali 
under the au~~piet\t of the lutherM World F~eration. Though there ia no great d.etMlld 
yet tor Spanish ~ng the X\u-opeM. grcUpe, ther~ are e1uJee of' inter llld'J"1age, but 
meetings held 11} Spti"Ai ah 111 th e. a mall tm.el eus eoulcl be developed into a Spent tit werk. 

; 
i 

) 

In conelusionr w vill have to eo~are our findings in Barrat\<luilla and Ca.!'taf:eU,, 
af'ter Ye havty vie.ited those eit1es, vith what ve have seen in Cali. Our greatest 

· problem is ~~.ek of' p~.reonnel to meet thesP ehellezt«es that now present theJitlel 'ftS 

\ in the e1 tie. of Colombia., almost thP onl)" aretaa 1• Yh1eh "''rk ellft new be done. It 
i\ is 11ttle uf.e now to lam.ent our misb.ke in not beprming at once tn theae cities Yhen 
:\ we were foreed out of Do:rrac'. Let us pra3' the Lord of the Harvest that scmehow wrkers 
\\ -m&1" be provided tk> enter into this gr~at harTest. Reports trill follow on our survey 
~~ of the ooaet e1 t1es, which mear not be llade until JUDe. 

B~specttully submitted, 

/ 
I 

!'' 

~erhard Ostrem and Arnfeld Morek 



The historic city of Cartagena with its ancient walla and massive forts, 
oolon1al buildings and modern structures, bustlblg docka and leisurelY beaches, 
Roman sanctuaries and Protestant churches, donke78 and limsines, buggies and buses. 
luxurious homes of the rich and fH.msy shAcks cf transient aQ."U.attera, h to(lq a. 
thriving commercial and tourist eeui;er. 

W1 th a :present population of about 150,000 (largely negro) it promises con
siderable increas& and is pushing to the north aDd southeast with new barrios. 
Its increase cannot be expected to bf:l as rapid, however, as that of Cali and Bar
ranquilla. While as a setrpert 1. t has comercbl importance, ~arranquilla far over
ahadcve it in industries,and Cali has the :advantage of being surrcunded by one of 
Colombia' e richest a.gricu.l tural areas. We feel that cpportuni ties fer Jh'angelieal 
work are, nutnertcall,. Rpealdng, in direct ratic to this 1ncrMse. 

Generally mpelildng, ~e bflllieve that the people of Cartagena. shares w1 th those 
of !arranquilla that carefree openness characteristic of the co~stal cities, in 
contrawt to the colder citict~ of the interior. Thls qualitY", which ma.v make for 
more rapid 'J'l"'~et~9 PM a. mor~ ready acceptance of the Gospel, exists. we bdieve, 
to the greater degree in :narranquilla. aeoond in Cartagena and third in Cali. 
Progress of ~ntr!lie~l work is obvioualy mortt ~id in Barranquilla. than in 
Cartagena, partly d:ue to thE! f'aet that CartR.gena 1s an old city •.rl th a much more 
Catholic trnditi.on. It h :t~.~ sm:t:!.1er and oore <lasily :-egimented by the Ro=n priestth 

The Southem :Baptists h:'\v~ h'O lnrge churches;, a gmruler ch.ap~l on rented ":::rop~rtv, 
and ~Several preaching points in homes. They have purohased. property in 2arr1o 
Canapote, wher~ the s~e meter nelle for three to five r~so~. nearer the center 
it runa frotn 15 to 20 peeos a square 'lteter. The latin Arlerican '·!ission hrs.e ~~ 
churches as \-tP.l1 a~ se":~.ral house meetitll;l; ~u.aea. and u "chc.ol in the Barrio Manga. 
The llla:ptish aloo ha~ "Schools in connection with eaeh of the-ir chn!'ches. There is 
also a smR!l Pentecostal Mi~aion (see location of these chur~bes ~i mission noints 
on map). -

While th~ae Mit!dons ~.re workir~ oome ot the barrios ;md touching tJOet cf them, 
th~re is :pr"'etically- nothing done 1n · t.he barrios of l3oca r;r:xM.e and :Bosque. It is 
~specially the latte.r vhere we see grea.t OP!JC)rtunity :..s it is mostl.v fllMt- ll"p of 
middle and vcrki~ class people. 3oca Grande 1s noetl.v &. 11b1gh elass" residencial. 
area on a narrow r,eninsula wJ. th the lwruric-lHI !lotel nel Cro-ib~ on its ~et vesterly
point. 

Barranguilla 

!arranquilla 1s a boOiming eoJD!Iltlrcial and industrial -port city ~f 3<'<\000 people. 
In contrast to the politieal aLd. religioua pus1on of the interior vh1eh eo often 
breaks into open violence. politieal and religioua apath7 can ra.ther be said to 

· ch$U'acteriz6 :Bar:r~mG,uilla. ..='itople h~re never get. very excited :..bout politica or 
r~ligion. We have no pera~cution here", ..-e wer!: told. by mit.sionar:l ett. 

11arranquilla is the city of Colombia vhlch has IW)st Evangelical work and. r:erha:oa 
the one which offers the greatest opportunity at the moment. '!'be Southern F~ptish · 
have f~ eood-sized churches (one very large) with a large educational unit in back 
of each one, e1 tber on the owed t8 s1.de of the block or beside the church. Some 
Rlso have the parsonage on the same property. The Presbyterians have five nourishing 
ehurehee in ~he o!ty, their Col-.gio Am-.rieP.no (one u_~t for bcY9 ~~Q cne for girls), 
rmd n. twelve-bed hospital. On a &'JUCh gr::mcler gcal.e·is the (1:) to 9(' bed hospital 
soon to be completed by the :S~:pti~;h at a ~~t c:r S)OO.O<'{'I (U.S.). It is :;l.t pres.,nt 
operating with 18 beds and the most oodern :md beat of equipment. It has one full
time foreign (U.s.) doctor, an cut standing surgf!On. an0. one Colon!bi:m dcctor. Uf!sid~s, 
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it invites doctors of the city to use its facilities. 

The United Pentecostals have recentl7built a church and have already reaChed 
an attendance of nearly two hundred. The u.ve!'a&e attendnnce at the mentioned churches 
is nerb.aps :1bout 250 (of the var1oua d.mnm!n..'lt1ong mentioned in th19 r9p0rt). 

These F.vangelical groups .are q-:tite eVtml.y 1ifltributed throughout the city, except 
in the new-er barrios to the south and the "high claae" residential section of :n Prado, 
n Porvenir and .A1 to a del Prado (see map). 

The barrios to the south - San Joe&, Boyaea, La UnitSn, La Victoria, Cevillar, 
La Sierra and Las Ceibas - nev workers' barrios, some just being laid out, is the 
section which vou.ld seem moat advisable to stttrt vo:-k, if' ve are ju•tified in sueh 
a recommendation upon the findings of our brief survey. Population should be quite 
permanent here since ~at are good vJ.ddle-class people who own their homes or are 
in the process of paying for thett by inntall~nh. Severcl cNnp~ll.ir:s ;trf'! hd.lding up 
these arena on hondng pbns ¥h1ch vill e.-en.tull~ givE< ~~h f~tlil;r clear title to 
their homes. 

Nothing is done in the large h1ghu clacs ruidential barrios to the northwest, 
and so far no E"vangelical. group ~oeems to have been able to l!'.ake em 11:}:-act aJIIODg that 
class of people in H.;Jr of our cit1aa. 

We believe the.t '"e er~ d.nty-boULL1 tc c.d::ar..ce ~!her~ "'e e~n f\.0'\.d. ''hf'Sl"f! Ck:d leada. 
:Even if the ~e ir! gov~~t which cam on .._1\.,mo 13. 1953, moulr1 make :t t possible 
to return to :SO~oaca aue;. Oat;~e •tJithin the not tee r..l.1sta."lt fnt,t:t.r~"~, we 6.eem it vise 
to start new wcrk :>.s S<:<ll'l a~ 1-x-saibla in t.he thre:l eitise \thieh ...,~ h~vtt surveyed. 
( Incidentall:"'. "'8 l:lere .rust t...rm!nat1ng tJlis trur\"eJ~ ..,"hen t.r..e ~~ of gov~t 
occurred). 'fe ''"'uld. :-:eoo~ b4g1nning in th~ ol"d~T' of ,'P"~at ... ~t o~nw1 ty, which 
in OU!' cp1n1on 1": :S:a.rranquilla, Cali, Cart~ unle~a Cali ts rrorlmity to DogoU 
and i te rapid t,:l'OYth should put it in first plaee. 

If comi ttont~ in the country perm! t us to resume vork in :Boyuca zmd c:..~~:u,Rre 
within a not t.oo cUatat'!t futul"e,, it b &lso t.o liE hoped that v111a.s for n>re missionaries 
ma..v be granted and th.n.t aome of those vho have w~:rked here vlll return to tb#l field, 
thus making 1 t J:!OSdbl~ not only tc h.lce e~r~ of whd we ha.v~ but abo to t:a.l\vane~. 
~·~e pray that ('.od may b~ p111rmitted to guide us into £is field@ c.£ h&.rveP.t. 

Respectfully submitted. JUne, 1953 

Gerhard Cetrem 
Arnteld. c. J.torek 
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CEU10SA Special Conference 
Bogota 

September 24-25, 1953 

I, Conference met itt three sessions, each of which opened with devotion (led 
by Quanrud, Ostrem and Horclc, respectively) and prayer, 
Members absent: Torkelson and Heerde. 

II, Ev.angelism: , 
1, Voted that we vote by ballot for the placement in Begot~. 
2. Voted that 'Gerhard Ostrem be Bogota station pastor beginn:i.ng when ~11.'"''1-:."~:l 

goeson furlough and continuing through 1954, provided that devol0'l··::: ·~::; 
in the country do not make ~ ch.!lnge imperative at the J~nu~ry, J.9.~!:, C' ·!
ference, 

3. Voted that in view of.the uncertainty of being able to obt'lin aclrJi.t~n;·,~l 
missionary personnel, 1.-J'e request the BOard 1 s permission to a:opro."'ch ·.· -~.:,:3 
Cornelia Jenson ~s to the possibility of working Hith om· Nission for at 
leMt one year on a contr.qct bqsis. 

4. Voted th~.t Harold Olson replace Ostrom 1.s station head in Tunj.'l nnt:' ~- t:1o 
January, 1954, conference. 

III. Education: 

1, Voted that w·e aslc the Board for the privilege of usine the money loft 
'Oiie"Fl'rom the 1953 school budget for fixing up tho church bnscment to 
the extent that it can be used temporarily for scl1o·J1. 

2, ~ that we begin inunediately to build a primm-y school lvith nn ap;'.rt
nent on second floor on the site of the old house on tho church lot, 
employing the l1rs, Norman Hemorial Fu..'Yld, 

3. Voted that the building committee for the school be comprised offhc 
following: Olson ns chairman, Ostrem and Dorgh, 

4. Voted thnt Rodrigo Quintero be placed in the Bible Instj_tute :>..s full 
time teacher for the ye.!lr 1954. 

5. Voted to pay Quintero 250 pesos a month in 1954. 
DJ. Finance : 

1. Voted th'1t we recommend the gr~mting of the $5000 U, s. nskcd for by Dr. 
Lmgebeck in order to close the contract '1-Tith him; but th.!lt the sum be 
h.!lndled by the Mission treasure~. 

V, Literature: 

1. Voted that '1-Te order 300 copies of stump 1 s Explah~tion of the C.<ttech:i.sm. 
2, Voted th~t C'JCI'h:u'd Ostrem be Book Store m!'tnngor. 
3-. VO'f:'eCt that we trMslnte .!lnd publish "Ten Studies in Church History 11 by nruce. 

VI, l11scelh.neous: 

1, Voted that Belva Nerlien be mission secret~ during the Qu~ds' ~b
sencc from the field, 

2, ~ thll.t we adjourn, Con.t'eronce closed with prnyer, 

Olgcr Qunnrud, secrct.'lry 



PERSONAL REPORT tor 19.)' 
--- Belva Nerlien 

One of the first days of February, 195,, fOund me in the process of moving to 
Medell~n, where I expeeienced a year of blessed fellowship with the Morcks and 
Cornelia Jensen, both in the work of the Mieaion and in evoeyday life in the home. 

Throughout the year, my forenoon working hours were devoted to the literature 
program. Under Pastor Morek 1s dieection, I worlrad on the following projectss 

1. Revision of the manuscripts of Prapr and Ten Studies in Personal Evangeliam. 
Here I worked together with Everardo Correa, to whom I also ow the correction 
of materials that I wrote or translated independently. 

2. Writing of some of the devotionals for Luz Cotidiana for the month of November. 
,. Preparation of youth programs-the majority of them translations-tor Holy 

Week, Pentecost, .Mother 1 e Day, stewarclebip Eaphasis1 a Hymn Sing, Reformation 
~ and suggestions for Independence Dq and Ohriatmas. Mrs. Olson has mimeo
graplhed these. 

4. Translation of part of Rolfsrud 1e booklet on Church Etiquette for use in tb
structing of ushers. 

5· The tract, "oriato a la Puerta •. 
6. Preparation of materials for the launching of the Pt»cket Testament Movement 

among Spanish-speaking people. This mateM:ll ia nov in the printer 1s hand a. 
('l'hia project vas undertaken as the result of the re'I(Wtst of a previous con
ference that I investigate, during my furlough, P.'J.'.M. ma.tenials and the 
possibility of starting such a movement in Colombia. 

The first several weeka of my year in tfedellJn were discouraging to me from 
the standpoint of the difficulty of making contacts through dich to be(altle to wit
ness for Ohtist. Then opportuniti•• came to teach some private English classes and, 
a little later, to teach at the Oentro Colombo-Ataericano. My schedule of classes 
often kej; me busy from 6 to 9:'0 p.m. plus an occasional claea earlier in the day. 
I felt t..nat these classes and ray Franch class at the Alianza provided some good points 
of contact. Althougb I can not poi~ to tangille results, there were at least occasion 
al opportunies\f'or an oral witness and I pray that my life might have been some sort of 
Christian witness to students and fellow teachers. Since home viai'toation did not seem 
practicable without at least so. point of previous contact, and since it certainly is 
not possible to do any effective witnessing in fanatical Medell!n without first gain
ing a person 'a confidence, I was indeed thankM for the avenue of English. The result1 
I m.uat leave in God 1s hand. Our labor is not in vain in the Lord and His ways are 
higher than our ways. 

I am grateful for the prtvilege of attending the World Student Christian FederaO 
tion 1s Leadership '!'raining Conference at Mat.anzas, Cuba, at the close of the year. 
I had never before been 1n a group representing so many nations and denominations, 
and that was an experi6nce in 1tse~f. Valuable suggestions vere given which I hope 
may help us in oar atte11pta at student wort IIDI whether of"' not ve ever affiliate 
vitb the WSCP'. I am more aware than ever of the futilit7 of a student movement which 
is not centered 1n Christ and of tlh.e need for deepl7 spiritual leadership. 

At year 1s end, the following thoughts, coming through II Thessalonians and Ph11-
1ppians,vere a blessing and provide emcourageaeDt and motivation for 1954s 8The Lord 
is faithtul• ••• •Wbat things were gain to me, those have I counted loss for Christ ••• 
Forgetting the things that are behind ••• I press on toward the goal.• 
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It becom.es easy to"sof't-pedal 1 our convictions to day on good tems with everyone. 
I have also noted a tendency among thoae of the Reformed faiths to joke about. our 
differences on doctrinal issues, such as the Sacr~s. I believe that a spirit of 
levity is entirely out of place in these sacnd mat.tera and feel that we should be 
free in our student groupo t.o teach according to our convictions and to guide young 
inteilectuals into a. deep 1 strong Christian faith. 

In spite of the critician to which We are subjected for carrying over our North 
Am~rrican denaninatiuns into Latin America, I would not like to see our student groups 
beoane interdenCI!linatianal on a local level, as the WSOF aclministration recamnends. 
1Dn the other halld, I fetl that. af'fiJ hJaicm *lth a:tf'iliation with the world organization 
has muah to otter to our Lutheran looal groups. Tm-~ the WSOF 1 we can get materiale 
and ide~, exoha:nge views and ~a broader outlook through the conferences and con
ventions it sponsors. Just as I am oonviJm.ed that we have much to contribute as Luth
erans, conversely I am very sure that we have much to learn from other WJIP'Iiil' Chris
tian denominations. 

Although our student groups in Colanbia, in 111¥ opinion, are not yet ready for 
a.ff'iliation, I hope the dey may soon cane when we in South America, like the LSA and 
European wtheran student organizations, em become manbers of the WOOl. 



REPORT OF IMPRF..SSIONS RECEIVED 

at the 

MATANZAS CONFERENCE 
of the 

WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 

students and student leaders fran sixteen countries became our friends during 
the WSOP' Leadership Training Conference· held in Katanzas, Ouba, :f'rcm December 21, 1953, 
to January 41 1954. The Carribean cofntries repl"esented were Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, 
Colcmbia, VeneZilela, Puerto Rico, DcJnincian Republic, Jamaica,and Cuba. Leaders came 
fran Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, GermaJV, France, Canada and the u.s. LatJnuages heard 
in the sessions were Spanish, English, Portuguese and French. The Anglican, Baptist, 
Disciples of Christ, Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian churches were represented. 

With the exception of about, three howrs in the afternoon, our daily schedule pro
vided a continuous program of activitt from. the 7 aelj. riBing hour till 10 p.tn. and 
often later. The two weeks were chs.raoterized by concentra'hed st.udy, good fellowship 
and wholeacne :fun. It was ~ood to be aocopted as just one of the group 1 no one seaned 
to "freeze up" in the presence of missionaries, nor was there eiq race distinction al
though black, white and yellow were all represented. We did. hear considerable anti
A.'!lerican sentiment e~ressed, but one boy was careful to explain what I believe was 
the feeling of then allt that, in spiiJe of his spirited harangue during one of the 
sessions, he had nothing a~nst the individual American. 

One of the very good fiS'trt. 1.-npreesions was the orderly plan for the devotional 
part of the program. This helped me to feel at bane in t.hia inter~ngp.inational grooup. 
I was relieved to note the complete absence of the "'Penteoostal~Llt8ilee which is so 
evident in interdenominational meetings 'he"re in Colombia. 

The purpose of the Student Ohrietian lt.ovem.ent among universtty students was stated 
briefly as evangelism.. Enlarging ~on this, Rev. Galland, executive secretary of the 
WSCF in Latin Az:tericEri said that t~ SCM unites those students who are desiriUII of 
testifying of Jesus Chri at as Lord and Savior and o£ deepening their faith so as t.o 

· render mere effective service to their church, 
theil• educational institution, their camnunity and to society as a whole. The SOH is 
not a church and does not have s. creed; however, emphasis must always be laid on the 
word Christian in its name. Because it believes that it can thus best carry out it.s 
eva~gelistic purpose, it does accept members who are not yet confessing Christians if 
they manifest since~ interest in Ohri stian teachings, are desirous of knowing Oht:i:st 

· as Savior and are willi.'lg to abide by the SCM constitution. The SOM does not cl.1erao
terize only one type of activity within the over-all program as being evangelistic; 
i1a.ther its every aotivity is a part cf its total program of' evangelian. I believe that 
we as a Lutheran Church are in agreenent with thie poi~t ot:_view. It seems to me that 
affiliation with a group like this is the more feasibl~J&e~use members are e~ected 
to continue in their own churches and be faithful to their respective veliefs# 'ihey 
are not required to sacrifice acy'thing in order -to subscribe to ell the peints of a 
studer.t organization creed, as would be the case, for instance, in the event of asso
ciation with the Int.er-Varsity Christian Fellowship, if I rightly understand its pro-

. gram. On the other hand, tl'e no-creed principle makes ip possible for llUU\f with very 
ha.ey Christian convictions to affiliate with the group and the result, if leadership 
is weak, may be a 11watered-outJ 1 program with little benefit to the students who, in 
turn# will have little enthUsiasm or motive for evangelizing others. 

The student movements in the Oarribean area seem to be, foe the most partJI inter
denominational. Much is to be said for this because it makes for a tmf.ted frcmt on 
the university csmpusJwhere Protestants, ·at beet6 are a small minority

1 
and it provides 

a larger Christian nucleus for cvangelsam. However, as a sample ot' the problems the 
interdenaninational group poses, ,.,e noted that. in 'the Bible study groupe at our con
ference, certain point(} were, by mutual consent, left untouched because they were too 
controversial. I bel~~e we miss much of the blessing of Bible study when this happens. 
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In the wark re1'ered to as ..apans ion tor 1 ~ we might sa;y that Se'W'era.l 
parts or activities are included in it. lh6 work amongst students was 
carried on during the year ll"*!tiDg 1n our llome untU we IKJ'f'ed into the 
J)Ell"SOD.&ge and sin~ then was held in the "Bducational. Unit" (basemnt$ 
of the church. Ettorts were JBS.de to reach students aDd we were hapw tor all 
contacts with University students as well as an;r tram othe:r· schools. ..\t 
the mee'\1lJ8S which were held o~ Saturday eYeni~s an average ot approximat~ 
twenty were in attendance. 

l'hough that has not been an eosy work we have been happy to note interest ,_ 
among the group. Effort~ were made to let tbe gospel be the predominant 
part. And 1t has encouraged us to note the YOWl8 people taking par1> 1D. the 
diScussions, am also to see that sane ot them haft ca. tc services 
aan1test1ng1nterest 1n knowin8 more about the gospet truth. 

We bell(" that thts wark 1s important aDd that whatever that can be done 
wfil be well worth-While ef'f'ort tor the Lard's Cause. . 

Ano+..hor p&rt at this Expansion has been the visitation work that I have 
been able to do at the m111t81")" hospital here 1n Bogoti. There is a place 
where one can see the results at the lack of the l<We of Christ 1n the 
h&arts ot humanity. Because 1t the lOV'e of' Christ reigned fully in llll:UlkinA 
those men would not have been wounded that way. Th~ limited in what can 
be done ill vtai tinS there yet I believe that 1 t haB been to a blesst.ng to 
a fevf at least, as f or}in..qtanoe to a young Jll8II. from the plains an:.i to 
another who served in the army 1n Correa. 

A third phase of this Expansion 711B¥ be retered to as the k.eekp~p contacts 
with our Field, that is the parts 1vhore we have had to leave Ull'9'is1t.ed f'ar 
all this long whUe. Where-ever end wheaever it has been possible to sond 
letters and short mssages on God's Word I have done so. It has beell. diffi
cult to selld to the btlievers on the PlaiDs, but that has been possible a few 
times also. To the Soeot4 field and the Cocu;y tiild I have had tbe opportunity 
trequentl;J' • tor which I thank God. They all man1f'est that tbey have received 
encouragJ~~ent trCIIl the letters and that it has helped tbem to remain faithful 
to the Lord. One or the believers on the Plains tells about bow he bas been 
persecuted ana that f' ive times be has been "at tho point of the sword tt. but 
that God haa protected h 1m through all. Then he goes em to say that an 
elderly lady was very Ul. He had been reminded by the Holy Spirit to pray f'or 
her and did so am then was reminted that he should g? to try to see her. Now 
two ot her scms were some who had persecuted hill very mcJ.. :&lt he went 1n 
obedience to God's Spirit. When he came to the doer be ssked tt he could see her 
8Di was gtvea. pel'lliss ion to enter with that pm-pose. She was there proet.rated 
on the tloor. He began read 1ng God 's warcl aad after a whUe she ttl regained 
some strength aDd asked them to help her tnto bed. When atter readin& and explain· 
iDg more at the gospel, he was ready to leave she besged him to re-tura, which he 
se:ys he has done and she has received great blessinga trom his viSits. 

Though I have not been able to return to visit at the prison at. which I was 
11\V'Self taken triseer, yet I have kept up the csontaot with the En there by 
E8DS ot getting greetings to them by others going there &JJl by getti&ng an 
odd letter to them. 'tb.us being possible to -.neouraee them to look the Christ. 

Ther& is 111ch to do 1n every way f'or the Lard. Ma;r we all be t"~itb.ful. 1n 
whatever egle ot it that it be and Gad Will bless it. 

Greetings. 
Gerhard Ostrem 



Boyaca
1 

Investigation 

It was evident on our trip thst there is a new freedom to travel , 
in Boyaca. The •retenes• or local inspection chaine that were so common 
and so bothersome at times have been taken away, making for much more 
ease and Hbe:rt~r of movement. 

We visited Duitama where we conversed with one of the believers 
there who works in a fsctory1 .with the renter of our lot, and with 
one of the doctors t.her~ ti"!at hee hen friendly to us. We sensed thet. 
even thou[l: the et!lloaphere politicelly i.e much better there was a 
question aa t~ the advisability of our returning to Duitama to take 
up tr:e war~-: there. '1'fe oleo inveetige.ted t.htt poesi.bllity of building 
on our lot ana the renter told us he uould .look into the possibility 
of some company from Bogota.,which is no1t: building in Duitama, doing 
the t:ork. There hed been expressed that wi t.h so wany foreigners in 
Duitarna that. we would have eome pci:rt. of contact thereby, and thet 
would have been po~sible 'if they ~re r,...rman or English, but they 
are ~ostly ~ench. 

As one trT'.·els t.o Duitame and then to Sogamoeo, and to Belencito 
where th~ stoel mills ere being ~uilt he cannot help but sense a new 
activity, a ne't~ vnthttsieslll, and a new atmosphere. A visit to the steel 
mills awes one, when seeing its rapid construction and its teU16ndous 
possibilities. And to se~ the great resources that lie in Boyeca 1s 
mountains, o;1e mo\llltein yielding !ron ore, another coal :for coke, and 
a third li:neat~ne - basic fJlaterials :f'or iron - all within ;5 km.s or 10 
miles of the mill he realizes the tremendous opportunity that is 
Boyaca 1s tod~y. One wonder• then What effect this will have on life 
in Boyaca - no doubt it will cr,enge it tremendously. Perhaps some of 
you noticed some recent at~tistlcs about Boyaca in a recent edition o~ . , 
the Ttempo. According to this article Boyeca is about the lowest in 
having light, water, bath fecilities and sewage disposal. Here are 
the etat iet ic s! 

Habi tst.iones wtthout water - 90% 
He hi t~tionee without toileta-90-fo 

II II b!ith -9~ 
" • Elect. -9% 

From thi.e one underet.nnd s why we have had such a problem in the Inet. 
to get ~a.r young ,eople from some sreas to take a weekly bath. 

Belencito is now an active little city, modern in every ~ay, with 
very comfortable homes, furniture and conveniences for the officials, 
engineers end teochniciane of the company. Fortunately we met a man 
from Tunja t-'ho hee in the :>set been very helpful to us, and who took 
us to hir,her u,~ who gave us interesting information about the project. 
And we aleo met a Presbyterian accountant ~o showed all sorts of 
helpfulness. T e concrete construction at the mill is made by a 
Colombian compeny, the machinery and ovens are installed by a French 
group, the electric plant by Mexicans, the mines are supervised by 
Germans, and Americans s re the engineers in charge. They expect to 
produce iron and steel in July ofthis year, which will mark a great 
etep ahead in Col?mbi~s i~d~strisl and economic life. 

'We aleo wel'\t to the coal mines above Paz del Rio where e Genan 
engineer showed us the plans of the mines and took us into one of 
them. The mines are already producing but When the mille are ready, 
they will reach their capacity output. 

About 9,000 men are or will he employed in this project, which,of 
course, causes a tremendous influx of people to Sogamoso, Duitama 
and even to Tunja where they say that 500 families re expected to 
enter. 



Personal obaervationst 
1. That Duitema can beet be served now by occasional 

vieite, bit by bit making contacts. 
2. That Belencito perhspa should be left to the miaeion 

i.n Soga=oao since it is only 15 ainut.oe from there end easily 
aceeoaibli to them. 

,. 'l'hat Paz del Rio may perhspe be occupied, ho"WeVer 1t 
1s uncertain since we fowld it dif;stcult to 1nveat1gzat that poaaibll1ty 
ui: ae one contact that ve could have consulted was not there. The 
mission in So~~oeo expreaaed the desire to wcrtk there. 

4. That Tunja should be strengthened snd contacts lll8de from 
there that could prove ot edventoge later on. 

Gerhard Oetrem, 
Harold L. Oleon, 
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!be COlombia EftDcel1-eel Ilt\heraa Mlnlon o~ Bonth A!Mrlca 

tl2hf. lal.!!.IB2IJ h1l. .• , ... ,., lS.:U.. !!!dpm ttnw. ald.!. €JithflAM!! 
!!. . .!1! e.nft'Atww" ·{pul.JI Dh5>. 

A&af,D we haw expmececi the truth c~ th ... wl'd• du.r'1D& this ,--r ao f'1Ued vi \h 
ncpace &ft4 dn.atie eftllts. .A&atn we haw vt tneue4 tiM power of God 1n owrrull~t£ 
the enfltan• of Mn. 1fe 1umt ~ieraeed 11111 protection and tllltltalnl.tc gnce. We 
haft. Mea tbia l.1De of B1• batu.tront .,..,. fol"Va1"4, •• 11 by tnehee, in lb \Mth 
of \1\t.r oppoeittoa. .-14 nara ot Mil-~ eat :torbo41zaa t~hai~Dw. 

O!JfJ!lA Sx,.'t'JAT.IO!t We are thaD1r:tu1 to 004 tor the chaaae 1D cowruent ao ea..tiea111" 
lmro&bt abottt ~ General O.taw JoJaa Mtd.lla Oil .ftme lJth. !he llW aD\1'81'D111tat has 
dou am acta1ftble Job ·1Jl ~ ord• out crt the chace that re1ped in thte coWltl'y, 
ODd plltUac a ed to the tra'b-lc1dal war tha'\ 1ma \aken • great a t.c:tll ln ltvee am 
pl'Opatt)r. Zftn tt \be •- dmrch ta u ~11'1117 in the ..w1e aw ever. ad Jast • 
\at upon our detrt~toa. the ,oUtteal atrtte CAD DD lcmpr lJe uat 9C oonwalently 
n a eo~n« f'o1' attaca o the Prot•tanW. 

'-be ••t nrS.outJ upeot of pl"eM''lt llo11111m tadies is the ad'«"ocmeut of th&ir extreme 
interpret& .. ~ the ).'tft'Yid.ou of the OoDCOrlat b reospec:\ to the *JUaeioa '-'errtton.-•. 
¥heN an ~lie wnld.p otMI' the the JreliiSD CatmUe ta., outlawed. 'lhta is cltmll' 
strateg .S..0. these teft"t tones hlne 11l paend shown a Cf'UW reapoDM te the GoS})el 
than have the priest-rttlcten lnterlor areas. 'l'he Mlu1on ~ torla compri.H near11' 
3/4 14 the _... of Colollbla. 

This sltuattoa ctve• us great eoncera for the future of our work 1.11 eawm.z.e. Ba.t we 
ctm hope to aep 1D con'-' Vi th the 'belif~Wl"S there &lld eneovage them and. the 
tltuden\s of the Bible Inetitttte 1lho are~· C::atllla8re to~ on their wltaeu, 
elandesttnel7 if neaesfJ8'1'7. 

!tJ!l.Ae While Catbolic ]'1""tmre 1ft ~t1l.mes 1Jhe _. 11114 m marked l~W1llellt 
ill WO?klq eomt ttcas 1• e"'i&mt. the change tn government has brought abcm.t a teeli.Dg 
of ..,re security. 

!Ujp!!,LJ!a In Metlen& we are DDt .are o~ ay ehange at All. !'he student• do mt seem 
to cc.ae out vtth an:r •re treea&• than before. 'fbe pne~ here has little pOlitical 
tJ1gn11"1ee:DCe and is aoe1al rather than political, or put"81y reltcSo1Ht. 

lr.4D!At We thank Oo4 fer progress in l!ogot-4.. The congreptton ia growing am. the MY 
church ta a great uaet to the 110l"k. Ita dedication on Septellber 21 end the trpeC1al 
meet1ngs that folleved,. w1 tb Paator Be!"111D1o Mas of Pwlrio lU.oo as gnnt ~ • 
JIIU''Ja!d the eltmax fd the year. 

Putor J'.W. !'hctllae!l11l visit on our field. his ah1.ee on the interior deeorat~Dc of the 
:Bogot£ ehuztch, aDI1 h1a fiDe contributioa ln 1lluatnt1ve art are aleo JmCh appreciated. 

:ID'OCATIQJ) !hta )'U%" lllll"D 8l10ther tmporttmt event: the graduation of Pa1lflaftlu and 
G~ VS.lches from CoMOrdla Se111Dary, Buenos A1rn, A!-get!Da. 

011~ Wcra. has nov eoJapl.ted. his f'b"st year of study at the •• •.S.DalT and ts s-peDd!J 
hta ..,_tion 110nths (DeceJdber. JaDJ~JrT a1ld Pebrwlry) in e'f'at'tgeliatie wrk em the WMPL 
field. 1n :Boltda. 

!\10 )'t)UIJ£ aen, Jorge CoJtiiO eJI4 ~ Quintero, haw oompl.eted ~ir studies at the 
:Bible Institute 1n l!ogot&. Both aspire to the Chr1at1an 1111n1stry. 



2. 

tt ta o11l" Jaope that the begtmdttp 1llade in pr1..,.. Hhoole 1n JogottC aal ~ ml&tl' 
develop ~er ud that the ftCat!callible achcole JJOV colllh1cte4 in lJo)'Rd II8T 
apearhead. th• nopen1ttc fl~ ~1.111ary schools \here llleo. .AcaudS.1Ic to U. 1ft.tdatry 
ot Bluoatton, len the halt of Coloab1a•a chUd:re 'be\nen the..- ot acmm aal 
tcurl.een. )'eaH were 1D aehool thla ,._. 

J'.RAl!Sl91a !'he repoi"U oa lllD'...,. ot Cali, ~lla am. ~ ,..... pnaeaW 
•' the Speolal OczsferetlCe 1n ·~ and will •t 'be ea.l.arpd upon here. llllr ere 
ve rea47 to aatca further ~\leu reprdia« dpall&!Dil 111lt11 the report on the 
...-._, ot Jo.~ 1llade remmU,. 'by Cava and Olan be p:reMDted. to 1:oBferenoe. 

pqJCif.i4lPPP8: !'o the Quamouda, IUaabeth lfeerd• a. Jalbcrc •J'kel•• ve wish a 
happy a4 l"ftti\4 ~oup ao that they mq retU!'Il refNahe4 aml et~ fer 
the act tell. 

J'or the tat thful. lmtthHD scattered tlU'O...,v.t :Jo:rac' and. ~ ve requeat Oett•• 
'blenbtg aDd J)ftt\eoUon aa they contlaaa thelr paUent VS.tDese of Chrl•t to their 
netctibon. a Ylt.Dna which 1a tum1Jtg enemies to Mead• o'l the Goapet. 

ro all ota' eo-w7ltva. ColOIIdaa .m. :t~tcn. to the Jolllt Boud am nt~pee\iw ctmNh 
beclles vev1eh t.o cpreu C'UJ' at__.. appreeiatioa ad gratttade ttor :tellevlhlp Sa 
the Gospellllld. tor aU that each oae has coatn'btltelt 1alWt reapeetiw,..,. to:r the 
ad:l'llnMCim.\ ot the U.P•·ot God 1D Coloald.a. Jpecbl. \haalal to the lllll1ibeJ"a ot the 
lhd.ld:i~~g Oolaltttee,, Olaoa ad. Quamoud, fo'P ta1thf\11neu 1Jl that pat1..,..trJ'bc Job. 
ad to the Boar! of Jbretgn Mlad.eu :tor patifiMAt vtth Cold'e~Wlee aat eonatracton 
J.n re3U'l to the blunden made in 'builclttt« eattmatee. 

lfl*h t.ha'llltw to Cod aad tal th 1n m.a vbo eo often has put w:r 11 ttle fa1 th to e1ut11e 
by &btc ltf'ar •re a'btmdatttl7 'Utan all that we ask e?' thbk". ve face a ~ 
htunt w1 th M1"fte cleterllitlatton. 
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Ja'I'I.DAr7 26, 1954 

To the Joint :Board of the ELC and UELO 
425 s. Fourth Street 
Minneapolis 15, Minnescta 

A'!."l'J!Wri8lh Sec~tariea s,ordal am Jensen 

Dear friends in Olu'iat: 

Apartado Nal. 25 
Tunja, Boyaca, Colombia 

Apartado Aereo 14-82 
Medellin, Colombia 

lilncloaect ia a eopy of the mimttea of the 15th anm1Rl ocnferent'M of the Clltt(}SA 
Mlaaion, 'Bogo U, Jam:1a17 U-19 1 1954, on 'lfbieh I viah to C01!1llent 'bne~ here. 
'l'h.e Mlsaion Treawrer will be mlbmitting the budget in detail and wUl be explaining 
items D to Hot IV, J'S.nance and Property. 

V. Wiffill tur,e. This action vas taken in hopn of finding some wa:r to continue our 
~rk in Casanare which ia part of the "Miation Territories• where our direct act1'ri.ty 
aa miaaionariea ta !lOW aertoual.y restricted, 1t not forbidden. We are thinking of 
the poaaibil1t7 ot n )"'Ung man who has special training in agriculture as well ae 
sem1nary or bible school tra.iniDg, who might lMI oelled by the lloe.rd but vhoee offici& 
entrance would not be sponge red by the Board. He voul.d come on M agricuJ tural 
visa to f'arm on the Plains i:t' ve find tru.eh a plan practicable after mre invest1gati~: 
here. We also think that nurses would be permit ted to work on the Plains and such a 
farm could eerYe .AS a medicAl center alao. !here ie great need f'or pr'01JI)t1on ot 
'both agrioulture tmd medieal werviee in these areas and ve belieV<? that such service 
could be an effective personal approach to those who might be oontocted. nov that 
publie worship 1s forbidden in the Miaaion 'l'erJ'itories. 

VI. Medical. A. and. ! 1 '!his does not mean that Miss D!az is e~loyed as a worker 
under the Miedon but simply that we back her umffic1ally in whatever wq 11'B7 
further the work there. 

VII, piucation. A1 Since a boat ld.etdon on the riTRrs of casanare would not be 
practicable at thia time, we recommend that this gitt be used rather for a scholRrshi 
Mr. v&eques was con:firmed in Med.ell!n in 1952 am was receivucl as a !!l8!1iber of st. 
Paul •s Intheran Clmrch1 lqnwood, California. UpOn a letter ot trnnsf.er to Pastor 
Allan Hansen of' that chm'ch. Since his an-1ft! in the States (No-vetiber, 1952) he 
has held a Job vi th Fireatone nnd 1 a nov atl&lytng tull time at the Lutheran :Bible 
Inati tute vhile he continues to hold his Job. Mr, Vltsquez informs ua in recent 
correspondence that he has accepted God •a call to become a pastor and wishes to 1!1J 
on to seminary. In response to llt'l' letter requesting information on Jaime ftaque•'• 
progreea, Pastor Hensen comments: "If there ia fm70ne I would lib to see get a 
scholarship 1t would be Jaime. Be is trying to vork :t'ull time RM I!P to school 
full time," 

VII, '!Muoation. p, Since there ~be others recommended later for scholarships, 
ve should appreciate knowing ns soon as possible it Oli Vf!rio Mol:"a ia alrea(cy' being 
1!nlpJ)Orted fl"'m aome other source. The gif't from st. Paul '• Luthel'Gtl Church, Neola, 
Iowa, rumunts to o"fflr $110(1 (dollars), and we UDdersttmd the congregation wishes to 
eontim.te such su-pport from :rear to year. 
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yn, F.duoat1on, E, In light of earlier corret~pe>ndenoe with Dr. Syrdal regardl~~g the 
scholarships, we trust that our recoJ!JIIIe!Jdation of Mr. Evarardo Correa will be com
llllll1cated to the colleges who haw ottered the achola:tlh1pa. Mr. Oonea is the onl.T 
atudent whom we are ready to reco111D8Dd at 1h1a time tor gl'Bduate study. He worked 
"1 th Ull last year on 11 terature and tranelation and ia continuing tbia year also. He 
does excellent vork. 

VIII. E'!!MP.liam. ~· MI.-, Octavto L&Spes vaa 8Xalldne4 by :Pastors Ostrem. Olson and Morek 
and ,.... conti1"1181 ln our olmrch in :BogoU on JamJary 17, 1954. Re has been placed 1n 
'l'unja. also to BeP'Ye the SocoU area UDler the supervision of Pastors Olaon and Ostrem 
respect1w4r. Ria VS.fe ia from the Sooot4 area and a former member ot that congPe
gation. l3oth are talented and consecrated l")uttg people. BiB temcmcy toward the 
Lutheran viev on the SMramenta baa a hiatcry ot two or three Y'&arS before a:ppllOaohing 
me 1n Medell!n. last Oetober. 

VIII. E"'18!1pliam. 0& It is still uncertain what ve IfJ8:1 be able to de tn Ca.sanare, 
Since Mrs. GererdD Wilahet1 1s from that area ve think 1 t it! quite possible that the," 
ma.y be a'hlt~ to make an extend ve trip 'Viai tine the believers and perhaps take up · 
residence there. We believe that lnUCh can be done thl'ough home 'dRitat1on and 
peraonal "ork •~ though J'Ublic s8M'loea ue not permUted, If this plan fa1le 
,.,e shall have to st'Wl;v thf.t poesibUi ty ot plaoin« them either in Cttli or in Medell!n. 

~ Gerhard Ostrem' • •Rural" plooeme:nt, we mean that he will mpenise arq work that 
can be opened or reopened in :Bo:vac& and Caaanare other than 'l'unj&, Since ve ha."N 
property in the Plains we think it will aleo be poesible tor him to make a tl'ip 
thro~ that· area, 

.VIII: E,yN!geliam D, The Conference requests that it l10Bsible Dr. S,-rdal. reserve 
two weeks for his visit to Co].()mbin., one in vhieh he ma;.v ueit some of the areas 
where we hope to cpen or reopen work. especiall7 the boom!ng Pas de R!o area with 
its iron mines and. steel mille, and the other tor the special meetings 1n 13o~t£ 
at wioh t1.1J18 we hope to reach a :prelbdnary organization of the COlombian church 
vi,th representation from th$ vnrious parts of our field, 

VIII. Eya.nr;el1am :1, Since Miaa Jensen has been in Colombia several years with only 
short T.l td ts to the St.tel\ we advise a aborter term of senice. The period suggested 
will also help to stagger the furloughs of the single vorkers, 

VIII •• E~limn F. We ha~ in mind here J!lature Christian students who might be 
interested in coming to Colombia for special studies in tmoh fields as archaeology, 
sociology, tatb .American literature, etc, 

X. toliacellaneoue. C1 Mr. Gu.sta~ Valencia is an ex-amk Yho has just recently lett 
the Franciscan order declarf.n.g himelf a Protestant. Ho bas had considerable contact 
vi th Evange1ioal.a dUl'ing the lut ff. ve ,.ears. He was expelled from the Cathollc 
Settd.rutry in Medell!n in 1948. he S8\VIIs because of having contact with Dr. Quiroga. ot 

_the Presbyterian Mission and b'!Cause E"rangelical literature was found in hie room. 
During the mnth of Decembel" lll1d the earl.T part of Ja.tlUar." he has come for i"requ.ent 
conversations with me and haa also done some 11tOZ"817 work. He gives the impression 
of being .,rv sincere in hia mtivea and clnima that he came to full light of the 
Go9pel acme 18 Dl)ntha ago. Letten ot reffU'tmee hom other Jdaa1o!lll!'!H and pastors 
1d th whom he has h!'Jd c<'ntact express belief in hi a Binceri ty, but they, AB well as 
other investigation, seem to reTeal a r..ertain inatabilit)r in the history ot hie behavior 
evPn though his character seems to be zral.ly abow reproach. Therefore, "e have 
decided to proceed slovb' in our dealings w1 th him. 
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X. Miaoellaneoue. 0 1 This action is in reeponae to the invitation of the 
Lutheran World Federation in Colombia. 

X. Miscellaneous I• Even thollgh the Ol•ont will be lacking some in aervirag their 
five-year-term, we feel it 1s better that they take their furlough at the end of the 
Institute aehool year (in ltol"!'mber) oo aa to stagger the furlougha and not r.tJ"Olong 
the terms ct other missioury families. 

Sincerely ,ours in Christ 

Arnteld c. Morek 



XIY .AIJRW'. OOJIQUR. OJ' .,._D JIISSIOI 
·--- ·--- -B)Q6u- . ~· 

laJ~DJ~.rT 11-19. 1954 
!lae ~ad.en,, BeT • .A. o. lllrck, d.eclare4 the CJoateraoe epa til the .._ ot -.. 
~ ....... 
Gonel.S,a 'Jeuea VM welao.a. into Olll" m1n10DIII'7 ~eUOV1thip &D4 lrd.te4 W parU.eipate 
h thedt._deu. · 

--
1. tu to~_.._ 4.-UoDal, ~ 
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2. lJuU.diDg- l'anld 0111011. 
3· Jcluoatiaa- ~TN Berp 
4. Jfe41cal - lerhaK G•t:re• 

o. :Book •tore - hrhard O•V.• 
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8:30 '1 10:30 1.o Be 

Estudios Bfblicos y 
Dis cusion de Te:nqs. 

I G 1 :;:.: S I A E V A N G E L I C A L U T ;~ 1~ A ;.J A E >S C 0 L 0 N D I A 

Jueves 

RETIRO ESPITIITU.U, 
Iglesia "El RedentC'r 11--3ogot:C, Colot11bia 

Dol lo. al w. de julio de 1954 

Tema: 11Que Venga Tu Reina" 

I Viernes 
I 

j Venga tu Reina par me-

l 
dio del Evaneelismo. 
''!G.t. 13:3-9; 18-23 

L 
l'Xp.: P. iv:i.lches 
Hod. : G. Ostrem 

Sabado 

Venga tu reino en el 
Hogro'. 
Hat. 13:31-35 
Exp. : .J. Montoya 
Hod.: P. ';Jilch es 

Domingo 

10: 00 a 10: 15 a. m. R E C E S 0 
,~~~~~--~-~-----------~----------

1 
Venga tu Reina ror me

l dio de la Enso:>lanza 
10: 15 a 11: .30 a. ~.1. 
Estudios J!blicos ~r 
Discusion de ~emas 

Veng."\ tu l1eino por me
dia de :,1io T.-~:lentos. 
Nat. 2$: 31-1~6 

10:00 :},rn.-E. D. 
11:00 a. m. 

2:00 a 4:30 P• m. 

I Nat. 1.3:24-.?0; .36-4.3 
1 Ex:p.: R. QLnntero ~p.: o. Lopez 

Mod.: G. :Jilchcs ______ L_ Mod,: B. Ner lien _...__ ___ _ 

ALMUERZO y 

Per1odo Devocional: 
Dir.: G. Garda 
11ensaje: A.N. Horck 

I Saludos 

I 

D E S C A II S 0 

Per1odo Devocion.q_l: 
Dir.: G. Rodriguez 
Reunion de Negocios: 
Dir. : A. C. Jlforck 

-----------------------+~~--~~--~----------·j . I Culto Solcmne ' 
7:15 p. m. , de Apertura.: 
CuJ..tos de Ev.mgelizacion Dir.: G. Ostrem 

Pred.: G. Wilches 

e 

Dir.: P. WileLo.J 
Pred. : o. ~n:'7-

e 

D:k. : La Juventud 
Pred.: J. c. Orozco o. 

·:..· .·i'. 

Cul to de Santa 
Comunion 
Dir. : G. Ostrem 
Pred, : A. C. Horck 

3iOO p. m. 
"Las misiones Mun
diales de nuestra 
Iglesia." 
Dir.: R. A. Syrdal 

Dir.: H. Olson 
Pred.:J.C. Orozco o. 

e 
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ACTA DE LA .ASAMBLEA GENm.AL DE LA IGLESIA EV.ANGELICA LUTEBANA DE OOI.OMBIA. 

En ~ogot~, a 3 de jUlio de 1.954, siendo las 2a30 p.m., en el Santuario de 
la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana de llEl Redentmrll, se reunieron los delegados de 
la Iglesia Evangelica. Luter ana de Colombia, as:!; los Miembros Vo tantes de la 
Misian Evangelica Luterana en Colombia, Rdos. Sres. A.rnfeld c. M:lrck, Gerhard 
Ostrem Y harold Olson, y las Srtas. Joyce ~ergh., Helen Danielson y ~elva Nerlien;: 
los Delegados RegionaJ.es1 Por Tunja, Sra. Dfla. Rosa AYala de L6pez; por Parpa,· 
Sres. Uriel Porras y Pedro Fernandez; por Carrizal, Sr. Proceso M:lra; por ~ogo;.. 
t~, Sres. Gustavo Rodr!guez y Gabriel Garc:!a; por Medell!n, Srta. Cornelia Jen
sen. 

Luego de pasar lista a las delegaciones, el Pastor Mbrck, en su car,cter de 
Presidente como Superintendente de la M. E. L. en Colombia, declaro .abierta la 
sesion. En primer lugar advirtio que tendr:!an derecho a intervenir en las delibe
raciones los Pastores Licenciados, Sres. Gerardo y Pausanias Wilches, en su ca
lidad de tales. Luego de un saudo de bienvenida a todos los delegados, el Presi
dente puso en consideracion la necesidad de incrementar la creacion de nuevas 
congregaciones, a ms de las que en la actualidad existen, es decir,la exten
sion de la Obra. Expuso la necesidad de organizar un Consejo o Junta que colabore 
con la Mision en los diferentes negocios que se presenten para el crecimiento y 
extension de la Obra, para lo cual propu.so la creacion de un Consejo integrado 
por todos los miembros del Comi te Ejecuti vo de la Mision. por dos Pastores (Or
denados o Licenciados) .Nacionales, por dos representantes laicos, y por un re
presentante por cada Congregacion organizada o que se organice. · 

En esta situacion el Presidente pidio la opinion y consejos de todos los de
legados, as:! como los proyectos que tuvieren para el adelanto de la Obra en el 
pa:!s, especialmente en ~oya~~ teni~ndo en cuenta que ha llegado la hora de que 
el Evangelio sea lleRado a los colombianos por personal colombiano. 

Hize uso de la apalabra el delegado Sr. Mbra, en representacion de los herma
nos de Carrizal. Luego de dar un sal.udo y e:x:presar sus agradecimi.entos por la 
ayud.a tanto espiri tual como material reci bida de la Mision, manifesto la nece
sidad apremiante que tiene esa region de la apertura. de la escuela, pues si 
bien tienen el local, necesi tan ayuda tanto espiri tual como material~ pues de
bide a la violencia desatada en esa region, la Obra se encuentra na.ralizada. 
Pidio que se reclame a.nte~as autoridades por los perjuicios recibidos, ya que 
todos sus bienes fueron saqueados y destru:!dos. Puso de presente la necesidad 
de aue se nombre un representa.."l.te que lleve la. personer:!a de la Iglesia ante 
las autoridades y reclame legalmente las garP~t:!as a que tenemos derecho se~ 
nuestra constitucion y leyes. Roge la ayuda de la Mision para que la escuela 
de Ca.rrizal sea abierta en el ano entra.nte. 

En uso de la apalabra el delegado Sr. Porras, a.mnifestO los problemas y ne
cesidades de la Iglesia en Parpa; -pido ey'Uda para la organiza.cion de la Congre
gacion en el proximo mes de a.gosto, as:! como un auxilio para la reconstruccion 
de la igiesia, pues ellos por su nropia cuenta no a.lcanzar:!a.n a hacerlo, ya 
que cuenta.n U.."l.ice.mente con un fondo de $ 400,oo, el cua.l es insuficiente; re
calco sobre la necesidad que tienen de que se abl'a la escuela, haciendo enfa.sis 
sabre la ayuda que pide, debido a lo escaso de los fondos. Sin embargo, se co~ 
prometio a iniciar los trabajos d.e reconstruccion, rogando que le sea enviao.o 
el Evang. Sr. Octavia LOpez para que los dirija, olal~ en el proxim mes de 
septiembre. 

A todo esto el Pastor MOrek manitestO que la CEDEC ha. prestado sus servicios 
a la roedida de sus posiblidades para las ~eclama.ciones que por tL"l.o u otro moti
ve ha habido necesida.d de presentar ante las autoridades •. 
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TomS la palabra el Sra Arquimedes :Bello. visitante de Parna. -para -pedir la 

atencion de todos los delegados sabra las manifestaciones hechas en cuanto a 
la necesidad qa se tiene de que sus escuelas sean abiertas. 

TomS la palabra el Sr. Juan MOntoya. visitante de :Begot~. -para manifestar 
que en su U:t tina visi ta a MP-:usa tuvo la onrtunidad de ver las ruinas en que 
se encuentran las propiedades de la Obra_ poniendo de presente que durante los 
d!as que prmanecio en esa region fueron muy pocos ~os creyentes Que encontro. 
Hizo ver 1 a necesidad que tiene tal region de que le sea enviad.a una persona 
que se encargue de la Obra, para darle fuerza y entusiasmo a los hermanos. 

Luego hi zo uso de la uat.abra el ~astor Lie. Sr. Gerardo Wilches para poner 
de presente la situacion en que se encuentran las regiones de Chiscas y Carri
zal. pidiendo una visita para ella y as! probar terrene, pues cr~e que con la 
ida de 'lll>.l Pastor quiM se pueda reiniciar la Obra. 

Tom) la ualabra el delegado Sr. Fernandez para referir algunos episodios 
de los hechos del cura de su uueblo, recomend~..ndo que no se hagacaso de lo que 
digan o hagan los curas, pues as! no uodrems lleva.r adelante nuestro trabajo. 

Hizo luego uso de la palabra el Rd.o. nr. Rolf Syrdal, Secretario Ejecutivo 
de las Junta de las Misiones Foraneas de la Iglesia Evang~lica Lutera.na de los 
Estados Unidos de Norte Am~rica, quien luegp de un expresivo saluda, manifesto 
su comolacencia uor hab(§r o!do los informes de los diferentes delegados de las 
distintas regiones. Rizo expresiva su conformidad per la organizacion del Con
sejo Auxiliar de la Mision. Dijo que a todos nosotros, siendo cristianos. nos 
corresponde trabajar unidos en la Obra del Senor, no sien!o de importancia el 
que t~ngams o no tenganx>s un bonito edificio, mas s! una congregacion fuerte 
y vi vi ente. Se trata de saber si el trabajo de la Mision ha sido efecti vo, es 
decir, si en los lugares en donde se ha trabajado hay creyentes, pues es de 
suma importancia abrir nuevos frentes donde llevar el Evangelic. Lo importante 
esta en que en cada lugar en donde se trabaje haya a 10 menos una persona que 

a se interese -po ir 1& extension dej la Palabra. La presencia de estas delegacio-
• nes es una demstracicn de 11ue no han sido infructu.osos los trabajos y de que 

s! hay fe en los creyentes. Con estas reuniones se quiere d~~ una oportunidad 
para que toc_os tomen p~~te en los trabP.jos de la Obra, estimulkldose y ani~
dose unos a otros. 

El delegado Sr. 'Rodriguez hizo la uregunta de que nor que se c.eja el que· 
persona-s que no tienen preparacion tomen en sus ~os-la Obra, pueliendese in-· 
currir en errores debiCLo a. su impreparaci6n. E1 nr. Syrdat. contestO que no h&
biendo personal preparado, y sin poder dejar inacti va la Obra, se tiene la n&
cesidad de a:pelar a los elementos de que se dispone, aunque no tengan prepara
cion. 

Algunos delegados hicieron UB.o de la palabra para. rnanifestc'.I' que se ha ha.
blado d.e tod.o -:nenos de la ayuda econO'mica, pues se debe tener en cuenta que 
casi todos los miembros de las iglesias son pobres y que evidentemente no es
tamos en condiciones de sostener los diferentes frentes de trabajo por nuestra 
pronia cuenta, pidiendo se defina las cantidas de a;rJ.da con que Vt?JIX>S a con
tar, para as! poder hacer planes. 
- El nr. Syrdal manifesto la buena voluntad que anima a todos los mienbros 
de la Mlsion, perc que el no uodfa hacer promesa concreta al~~a, nues todo 
deuend!a de la voluntad y recursos con que contara la .,Tunta en los Estados 
Unidos. RecalcO que estas reuniones, si bien son para tratar de negocios en 
general, debe ponerse mayor cuidado en la presentacion de ideas utiles y en 
hacer una cr!tica constucti va para el nejor a£telanto de la Obra. Sin embargo, 
pUSG~ de presente una vez ms SU magnifica voluntad para que la Misi6n ayude en 
todo cuanto este a su alcance. 

El Pastor t.brck y el Dr. Syrdal manif estaron que la evidente ayuda que ne
cesitan las iglesias debe solicitarse meniiante un plano proyecto por escri
to, para que ellos uuedan -presentarlo a lft .Tunta de ?.fisiones de los EE. UU., 
donde sera estudiado junto con las otras 1)artes del nrundo, donde tambien tie
nen problel!l8.s y necesi tan ayuda, ;r as! ver en au~ manera se puede pres tar. 
IJa ayudn no se puede d.ar sino a aquellas Congregaciones que hc:m de:rrostrado 
su inter~s en la extension c'e la Obra, :r que a su vez estan dispuestas a ha-

f I I ? 
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cer sacrificios; ~ntonces se les presta aJ~a, de acuerdo con sus necesidades 
y con los recursos de que se disponga. 

El Pastor Ostrem present6 informe acerca de la Obra en Oasanare, hablando 
de sus adtuales problemas y necesidades, as! como tambien de las ol)Ortunidades 
que a su .iuicio existen en tal regi6n. 

El delegado Sr. Garc!a propuso se procediera a la elecci6n de la. J'unta,pro
posici6n que fue aprobada -por unanimidad. En consecuencia, se procedio a la. 
elecci6n de los miembros colomhianos. 

Fueron inscritos como candidates los Res. Evang. o. LOpez, uriel Porras, 
Hugo Mart!nez, Gustavo Rodriguez, Proceso lk>ra, y la Sra. Dna. Rosa Ayala de 
L. -- Hecho el escrutinio correspondiente, dio el siguiente resultado: 

Uriel Porras 5 votos 
Octavio lopez 9 " 
Rosa ,A_yaJ.a de T.Je ~ II 

Hugo 'Mart:!nez ?. II 

G. B.odr!guez 5 It 

:t>roceso ~ra 2 It 

De acuerdo con la votacion anterior, resultaron electos los Bee;.Evang. 
Qctavio LOpez y Hugo Mart:!nez;. - En cuanto a nelegados en su caracter de Pas
tares, fueron elegidos por unanimidad los Sres. Pastores Licenciados Gerardo 
y Pausanias Wilches. 

Terminada la eleccion, hizo uso de la pal~a el Pastor Ostrem, quien pidio 
la atencion de la Junta nombrada en relaci6n con los problemas de la Iglesia 
en Parpa. 

E1 delegado Sr. Garc!a propuso que las dii.ferentes delegaciones nombren cada 
una a uno de sus miembors para Que asista..'!l a las reuniones de la Junta, pues 
si bien no tienen derecho a nombrar su delegado por no estar los gru-pos que re
presentan debida.mente organizados en Oongregaciones, pueden ir a participar en 
laa discusiones como observadores, con derecho a1 uso de la palabra, pero sin 
derecho a voto. ~sta pro-posici6n fue aprob<:>da par u."lanimidad. El PasdJor Lie. 
Sr. Pausanias Wilches propuso que se hiciera una reu."lion el pr6ximo lunes 5, 
a las 3:00 p. m., para instalar la JUnta. A la vez solici t6 que se levan tara 
la sesion por lo avanzado de la hora, lo que fue ~.probado por unanimidad. 

Siendo las 5:30 p. m., el Presidente, Pastor Morek, luego de expresar los 
agradecimientos por los resultados de la reuni6n, con oraci6n declar6 levan
tada la sesi6n. 

El ?residente, 
(Fdo.) ~rnfeld C. Morek 

El Secretario Ad hoc, 
(Fdo.) R~ Mart!nez 

1 I I <-/ 



ACTA DE INSTALACION DEL OONSFJO ADl-filUSTRATIVO P.BOVISIONAL DE LA IGLESIA 

EVANGELICA LUTERAN'A DE COLOMBIA. 

En Eogot~, a 5 de julio de 1954, siendo las 3:00 p. m., en la Casa Pastoral 
de la Iglesia Evang~lica Luterana IIEl Redentor", se reunieron los miembl7es acor
dados por la Asamblea General de la Iglesia Evang~lica Luterana de Colombia, en 
su sesion del 3 de este mismo mes y ano, para 1ntegrar la Junta que colabore con 
la Mision Evang~lica Luterana en Colombia en los diferentes negpcios que se pre
senten p~~a el crecimiento y extension de la Obra. Estuvieron presentes la tota
lidad de sus miembros, as!: por el Oo:mit~ Ejecutivo de la M. E. L. en Colombia, 
los Rdos. Sres. Arnfeld c. Mbrck, Gerhard Ostrem Y Barold Olson; los Pastores 
Licenciados Sres. Gerardo y Pausanias Wilches; los Delegados Sres. Evang. Octa
vio LOpez y Hugo Mart!nez, y el Sr. Juan M:>ntoya, representante provisional de 
la Congregacion 11El Redentor11 , de Bogota • .Ademas, los Sres. Proceso Mora y Uriel 
Porras, como observadores de las regiones de Carrizal y Parpa, respectivamente. 

Luego de unos IIDmentos c1evocionales, el Pastor Ji>rck, en su caJI.lda.d de SU3?er
intendente de la v. E. L. en Colombia, declar6 abierta la sesi6n. A continuacion 
propuso se procediera a la intesracian de la direccion de la Junta, lo que fue 
aprobe~o por unanimidad. Se nrocedio a la eleccion de Presidente, acord~ndose nnr 
unanimida.d que la :Presiclencia debe corresponder en todo caso al Superintendente 
de ~a M. E. L. en Colombia. Se roosiguio entonces a la eleccion de Vice-nresiden
te, haniendose inscrito los siguientes nombres: Pastores Licenciados Sres. Gerar
do y Pausanias Wilches, Pastor Sr. Gerhald Ostrem. Realizada la votacion y hecho 
el escrutinio, dio el siguiente resUltadot 

Gerhald Ostrem 5 votes. 
Pausanias Wilchei- 1 voto. 
Gerardo Wilches 2 votos. 

En consecuencia, se C.eclaro electo al Pastor Ostrem cono Vice-presidente de 
la Junta. E1 PHstor 1-tlrck sugiri6 que fuera elegido com Secret2~io el Sr. Hu-
go ua.rt1nez, lo Que fue acept~do y a-probado ncr unanimidad. Se -proce<Ui.oa la 
eleccion de Tesorero, habiendose inscrito los nombres de los Rres. JUan MOntoya 
Y P~.stor Lie. Pausanias Wilches. Hecha la votaci6n, el escrutinio die el siguien
te resUl tado t 

Juan Montoya 6 votos. 
Pausanias Wilches- 2 votes. 

En consecuencia, se de~laro electo como ~esorero a1 Rr. Juan Montoya. 

A continuaci6n el Pastor l~rck sugiri6 se ~rocediera a considerar los debe-
res y autorizaciones C.e la Junta. Para el efecto, el mism Pastor Morek -presen-
t6 una lista de sugestiones, la cuaJ. fue le:!da y d.iscutida punto por punto, as:!~ 
El nombre de la Comisi6n o .J'unta de representantes elegidos -pa:r la A.samblea G-e
ner-al, re:presentati va de las diferentes zonas o regi.ones en donde trabaja nues
tra Iglesia, debe llevar el nombre de OONSEJO ADMDIISTRATI'ID PBOVISIONAL l)E LA 
IGLESIA EVANGELICA ~UTERANA DE COLOl~IA. Este Consejo funcionar~ en forma ~rov~
sional, en es~era de que_se organice el S!nodo de COlombia. Discutido el nombre 
anterior, fue aurobado nor unanimidad. Se continu6 con la discusion de las autori~ 
za.ciones y deberes del Ccnsejo, que son los siguientes: 

1 Recibir los reclarnos y considerar los problemas que se ~esenten en los dis
tintos camoos de trabajo. 

2 Preparar el progra.ma y pormenores para lRs Conferencias r..enerales de la Igle
sia en el 't)a:!s. 

3 Considerar y recomendar los diferentes as't)irantes a becas en ulanteles edu-
cati vos. 

4· - Recomench;_r a la Hisi6n campos de trabajo ~r la ubicaci6n de Pastores, Evan
gelista.s :r maestros nP.cion:Ues. 
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Considera.r y e.xaminar candidates nara la Ordenacion al Vinisterio, a base 
de llamamientos a determinado campo de trabajo. 
Para la Ordenacion se e.xig la previa anrobacion del Consejo y la Mision. 
Tratar casos de disciplina. 
Ayudar a las Congregaciones en la organizacion de escuelas y en la -provision 
de maestros. 

8 - Pro100ver la organizacion de la Iglesia Nacional. 
9 Gestiona.r ante las autoridades civiles los problemas que sean referidos aJ. 

Consejo. 
10- Fomentar la Mayordom!a Cristiana en nuestras !glesias. 
11- Promover la Evangelizacion. 
12- El pe~!do de los miembros nacionales del Consejo sera de dos (2) anos, sus

centibles de reeleccion, mientras se organiza el S:!nodo de Colombia. 
Le:!dos y discutidos los anteriores nuntos, fueron a-probados en su to taJ.idad. 
Se acordo nombrar a los Bees. Pastor Harold Olson y Pastores Lie. Gerardo 

y Pausanias Wilches, en co~~sion para que estudien los anteriores puntos y, si 
es el caso, presenten nuevas sugestiones al Consejo. 

E1 ~astor Ubrck present6 un proyecto de Constituci6n para Iglesias Evang~li
cas Luterrmas9 copias <J_el cual se entreg6 a cada 1m0 de los miembros del C'A>nse
jo para su estudio individual, para que en reuni6n que se ci t6 para el nroxi100 
d:!a mi~rcoles, a_las 8,30 p.,., se presenten las 3Dcificaciones u observaciones 
que se estimen del caso sobre tal rnoyecto, y recomendar su anrobacion. 

Con oracion, y siendo las 6tOO p.m., se declar& levantada la sesion. 

El Presidente, El Secret::....rio, 

(Fdo.) .Arnfeld c. J.~rck fFdo.) Fugo Martinez. 



4CTA nE LA REIDTTON n"l<lL I"()NSF..JO ADMDITSTRATI'I{) DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
LlTTERANA DE OOLOl.ffiiA • 

. En J3ogota, el d:!a 7 cle julio de 1.954, a las 8~30 p.m., en la ~,asa 'Pastoral 
de la Congregaci6n de 11 E1 Reclentor 11 , por convocatoria hecha uor el mismo cuer
po, sesion6 el Consejo Administrativo de la Iglesj,.a Eva.ng~lica Luterana. de 
C\ommbia., ~sistieron todos sus niembros, con excepci6n del Sr. Hugo Uart!nez. 
Presidi6 el Pastor .~nfeld c. MOrek. Fue nombrado Secretario Ad hoc el Pastor 
Lie. Pausanias Wilches. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

rv. 

v. 

Se acord6 nombrar por unanimidad a los Sres. Gerhald Ostrem, Gerardo 
Wilches, Octavia 1.6pez y la Srta. Del va Nerlien para una visita de ins
pecci6n y estudio en el ~ea comprendida entre Sogarooso, Belencito y 
:Paz de R!o, con el fin de ~_.nalizar la si tuaci6n en aquel c.<unpo de ac
tividad, para el establecimiento de la Obra EVR.ng~lica en esa regi6n, 
a base de los informes tra:!dos por esta conisi6n. 

Se acord6 oue el Presidente convoque la reuni6n del r~nsejo Administra
tivo. Podr~ tambien hacerlo a petici6n de cuatro miembros del ~~nsejo. 

E1 Consejo Administrativo recibio de la Y.isi6n la solic~tud que el Sr. 
J'ulio c. OrO§CO 0. hizo, con el fin de ser aceptado como Pastor en la 
Iglesia Evang~lica Luterana. El Consejo entr6 a considerar dicha soli
ci tud, habiendose acordado estudiarla detenidamente y con el tiempo ne
cesario, para su fallo final. 

EJ. Proyecto c'te Consti tuci6n para Iglesias Evangelicas Luteranas fue es
tudiad~ en parte y sera estudiado ~s detenidamente para su anrobaci6n 
y recomendaci6n en futura reuni6n. 

Siendo la 1~30 a. m. del d:!a 8 de mismo ~es y ano, la sesi6n fue levan
tada, convocandose para -or6xima reuni6n el d:!a 29 de este misro roes, en 
esta misma ciudad de Boge t~. 

El Presiclente, El Secrekrio ~d hoc, 

(Fdo.) Arnfeld C. Morek (Fdo e) Pausanias Wilches. 



_ACrrA nE LA OOMISION NOl.m:eADA PO'R EL 1'011SE.TO E..TE!"!UT\tl PBOVTSIONAL PARA LA 
REV'ISicrN m: LAS AU'roRIZAr.IONES Y DE:BERES DEL CONSEJO Y SUGESTION DE AL
Gtmos oTROs. 

En :Bogot6, a j de jUlio de 1.954, siendo las 8:30 -p. m. y en la Casa Pasto
ral de l,a Oongregncion de 11El 'Redentorll, de acuerdo con el nombramiento que se 
hizo nor el Consejo Actministrati vo Provisional en su reuni6n del 7 de este mis
mo mes y ano, se reunieron los Sres. Pastor Harold Olson, Bastor Lie. Gerardo 
Wilches y Evang. Octavia L6:pez, en COI!IP8.n:!a del Pastor de esta Cong;:regaci6n, 
Sr. ~erhard Ostrem, para la rev~si6n y estudio de lagunos otros estatutos nP~a 
el c •. A. 'P de la Iglesia 'Eva.ngelica Luterana de C'.olnmbia. 

I. Desoues de la oracion se die lectura a las Autorizaciones y Deberes acorda
dos "OOr el c. A. P. en su reunion del 7 de este msmo mes y auo. 

II. Se sugiri6 -por la Corllsi6n que formen parte de las A11tori7.aciones y Deberes 
del c. A. P. los siguientes puntas! 

A. CUl ti vo de la vida r~evocional en los hog-ares de~ todas las Cong;:regacio
nes luteranas, as:! co:rro el animar a los miembros para que asistan a los Oul tos 
de Oraci6n. 

:R •. Oue se tenga cacta ano en cada Congregaci6n, si es posible, un cursillo 
-p~r1l I a -:reparaci 6n de l:!deres en las C'.ongregaciones. 

C. Oue se tengan Camnamentos B:!blicos o Retiros Esnirituales para la juven
tud de nuestras Oongregaciones. 

D. Oue se funde en cada Congregaci6n bibliotecas publicas nara el uso de 
sus miembros. 

E. Que se ~nga en cuenta el nroveer de ~ revistas luteranas a nuestras 
Congregaciones, y literatura evangelica con sa.Tla doctrina. 

F. Que ceda Congrega.cion celebre el n:!a C:.el Insti tuto BDlico, ci trumose 
p?...ra tal fin un d:!a determinacio del a.no. La ofreT'--<S_a levantac'ta en ese d:!a sera 
dedicada al fondo de sostenimientos del Institute. 

G. Q;O.e ca.da ano se celebre un D!a de las Misiones en cada Cong;:regaci6n 
y que la ofrencla de tal D:!a sea enviada a1 IJlesorero del C. A. P. 

III. Se sugirio que se presente a la l•fisi6n nara su estudio la nosibilidad 
de que el C. A. P. pueda wtar en la ubicaci6n i:e obreros nacionales y extranje
ros. 

La sesi6n fue levant?.na con oraci6n siendo las 10:10 p. n. 

El Presidente, El Secretario Ad hoc, 

{Fda.) Arnfeld C. Morek Octavia J,6,...ez 

N. B.~ El suscrito Secretario Ad hoc hace cnnstar aue involuntari~mente se omi
ti6 al principia cle esta Acta el nombre d.el Pastor Lie. Pausanias Wilches, quien 
presic1i6 la reuni6n. 
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AC"iA Dl~ ~A CO lbiO :JT NOT-~1§.:_/l.DA POP. EL CONnJ;;ro E.TKCtn:lVG 

P~OVISIONAL PJJiA LA REVISION lJI: LOS ESTATUTOS DEL COUCE.TO Y LA 
SJ,J'EHENCIA DE ALGUNOS OTROS. 

.rul1 o 9 de 1 954 

. De acuerdo con EJ sombrstnientc que se hizo por el Ccncejo Ad
'T'in1strat1vo en eu reuni6n del 7 de julio del .preeen1:e , se reu
rd.ercn lo11 a~noree : .Harld 91eon, o. L6pez, ?. y G. wilches a ls.s 
3:30 P. ~. er lP oaea ~a~torvl en eon~ania del ~astor sefior Os
tre!!! nars. 1n reviei on y estudi o de algunoe ot:toe est&tutos pcra 
el 6oncejo Adro1nistrat1vo Bro~~e1onal de la Iglesia ~vangelioa Lu
terana en Col Nnbta. • ~ ~ 

~J 
1. Les~uee de la oraci6n ee di( lectur~ v lQs ~s acordadoe 
por el Concejo A• P. en su :reunion del '1 de julio del;;resente. , 

.1},.1'£:~-~ ~ 
II. ~:e sugiere j)or· la conieion cue forme --oarte d";}~;--~ 
del Co nee jo A· ? • 1 os siguientes · pun:lroS.: 

A· Cul tivo de la vida devocionel e:n la fRmilia en los hogz:~res de 
tcd<'s las co!l("regncionee lutei·pr.as;as! con;c ~SU e.niroaci 'on de los 
mielT''bros Jj&nl su~ asietencia a los eul toe de ora.ci6n. 

B. Q,ue se tenf'a cad.a a!'lo en cnda congrogacion , si es posible , • 
un Cursill o nan< la preparac:! __ ::_9n de ::!.f deres Pn lae cc:cgreg:::ciones. 

C. c,ue se tengr.,r·1 Carr:rpen;entoE :Bibl :l oos o F.etirGfl !:sptr ~- tuales para 
la .luventud de rwes tras Cong-rei:~.~cionee • 

11- Q,ue se tunde EHl cadfl cc:wrec;aci6n U"" bib] :io1Eca ~;ub11ca -para 
el USO de CP.dR congregscj on. 
1~. vue se tengr er cuente el prcveer de 'rBS revistae luteranae a 
nuestr-af:! cc: gregaciones, y lj t.er&tura cvo:rrl-1!c~ COI1 sana doctrine.. 

Ii· ~ue cada congregaci6r1 celebre e1 O.ia del Inet.1tuto. citen4o-
ee -po.ra tal fin un dfa deterr:i naco :ie1 af.o • I16 cfren~ leve.ntada 
en ee te dfa eer 'a dedicada oar a el sN1ten de1 In8 + :1. t11tc • 

G. c~ue cada a fie se celebre un cia de 11i sior::es er c&da congregc-"
v<'ion y que la ofrenda 5ee or.v~ nda al t~sn·erc c.cl CC'ncejo A• 

~1(. Se sugfri6 per el sencr lL\Sez Que tocante al -puntc cuarto de 
j.l../- 1 oe Estotwtos ~el Ccncejo , de ~ue la tf>i s1 'on estudi e la recomen~ 

ci~n de que el Cor.ce,k J,d~injttrativc de 1!-! 1F1es1a tTengelica .LU. 
t.erana en Colombit. puedn tor:~T' 'Pnrte ccn vcz y ,,e-tC' en la ubicaci&n 
de nacionale_e y extra1;1~eroe. 

~'>e ?ro-puso y unro,.,o'levr:.r:.t,-r 1a reun16n y P~ hi Z('l con or&c16n 
f· 1 a e 1(': lv P. M· 



M'!'l'A TIEL IX)lil'~E,lQ ATIMil.TIRTRATI\0 PRO VISIONAL DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELIC'..! 
Lll"PmANA DE 0010 l.IDI A 1 

El ~ 28 de julio de 1.954, siendo las 9:00 p. m. 5 en la Casa Pastoral de 
la Congregacion de 11El Redentor", de l3ogota,. se reunio el (".onsejo Administra
tive de la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana de Colombia. Estuvieron presentes todos 
sus miembros, con excepcion de su Secretario, Sr. Hugo Mart!nez. Se nombro 
Secretario Ad hoc al Pastor Lie. Pausanias Wilches. 

Se dio ~rincinio a la reunion con la lectura de la Palabra de nios y con 
oracion nor el Pe.stor Olson. Luego el Presid.Bnte, Pastor Morek, declaro abier
ta la sesion. 

Fueron le!das por el ~ecretario Ad hoc las Aetas nertenecientes a las si
guientes reunionest de julio 3, de la Asamblea General de I. E. L. de Colo~ 
bia;: y las de jUlio 5 y 7 del mismo mes de julio, de reuniones de este Oonse
jo. El Presidente sugirio aurobar las aetas le!das. El Pastor Lie. Gerardo 
l>lilches lo secu..l1do y fueron anrabadas. 

El Presidente pidio el informe de la comision que visito a Sogamoso, Blen
cito y Paz de R!o. el informe fue le!do ~ el Sr. G. Wilches. El informe 
contiene nrimeramente la visita que hicieron los comisionados a Sogamoso y la 
conversacion que sostuvieron con la Iglesia Pentecostal de aQuella ciudad. 
Seglln. dicho informe, la Iglesia Pentecostal no mira con agrado el estableci
miento de otra iglesia evang~lica en dicha ciud.ad. Se~m las observaciones 
personales de la comision, Sogamoso es una ciudad que puede dar lugar para la 
obra de otra Mision. Le!do el informe, el Sr. o. L6uez -oronuso que el informe 
fuese recibido y anrohRdo, lo oue hizo el Consejo. 

El Sr. Olson pregdntO si la comision recomendaba la entrada a Soga.m::lso. llll 
Sr. Ostrem Gontesto diciendo que ten!amos que considerar la actitud de nues
tras iglesias en case de que otra Mision fuese a abrir obra en los lugares en 
los cUales ya esta.mos es§ablecidos. El Sr. Olson P..naliz6 la si tu.acion para el 
establecimiento de un colegio en Soga.noso y llegp a la conclusion de que su 
costo ser!a ~s 0 menos lo nismo, pero ser!a mas se~lro su funcionamiento en 

·:Bogota. No se lleg6 a ning6n acuerdo en cua..'1to a la Obra en Sogamoso. 

El Sr. G. Wilches pregunto acerca de la resnuesta que debe dar a los cre
yentes cce Carrizal en caso d.e ser preguntado en cuanto al reclamo de las cosas 
perdid.as por la Mision en el Cocey. El Sr. Olson contest6 que eso ya hab:la 
sido contestado muchas veces. 

El Sr. LOpez sugiri6 que se nombrara una comisi6n para el informe tra:ldo 
Be Soga.IOOso. Nadie secundo su pro~osicion. 

El Sr. Olson pro-puso que se reuna. el Consejo a la 1:.30 p. m. del d!a 29 
del presente mes. 

Con oracion se levant6 la sesi6n, siendo las 10:30 p. m. 

El Presidente, ][ Secretario Ad hoc, 

(Fdo.) Arnfeld c. MOrek (Fdo.) Pausanias Wilches. 



ACTA UEJ:, CONSEJO AD!if!NISTRATI\0 PROVISIONAL DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
LUTERANA DE OOLOMBIA. 

En Bogot~ el d!a 29 de julio de 1.954, siendo la 1:45 p. m., en la Casa 
Pastoral de la Congregacion 11El Redentor11 , se reunio el c. A. P. de la I. 
E. L •. de Colombia, conforme a lo acorqado en su ~tima reunion. Asistieron 
todos sus miembros, con excepcion del Sr. Hugo Mart!nez, su Secretario. 
Se dio principio a la reunion con la lectul'a de la Palabra y oracion por los 
integrantes del :Consejo. 

1. Los Sres. G. Wilches, 0. LOpes, J. tt>ntoya y P. Wilches presenta.ron por 
escri to alguna.s uronosiciones para la consideracion del Consejo, las ctmles · 
fueron le!das nnr el Secretario Ad hoc. 

2. Fue le!da t.amhien el ~eta de Autorizaciones y Deberes que la Comision 
nombrada uor este Consejo prepare en su reunion del 9 de julio del presente 
ano. 

3. nespues de le!d.a tal 4cta, y discutido su -6.1 tim nun to par las dificul
tades q'u~ presentaba, el Sr. Ostrem nrouuso que el t:!onsejo aceutRra los nun
tos nropuestos y que figuran mrcados con la.s ~letras d.e la A a la G. Fue se-
cundado y aurobado nor unanimidad. · 

4. El. punto en discusion fue reforma.d.o as!: liSe sugiere al C. A. P. Que 
presente a la Mision para su estudio la uosibilidad de que este mism::> C-onsejo 
uueda vota.r en la ubicaci6n de los obreros na.cionales y extranjeros11 • La re
forma fue aprobada. 

5. Se na.so luego a considerar la primera. de las proposiciones presentadas 
por escrito por los firmantes antes mencionP~os, y que trata del estableci
miento de la Obra en Soga:mso. Fue secund.P.do oor el Sr. llontoya. Se urocedio 
a votacion :r fue anrobado nor ma.yor!a. 

La sesion se declaro en receso hasta las 7:00 p. m. de este mis!!Xl d!a. 

Siendo las 7:25 p. m. el l"'.onsejo entro a sesioM.r nuevamente, con lectu
ra de la Pa1a1'r~ rl e nio s y oracipn. 

6. Se paso a considerar la segundanrouosici6n presentada uor escrito, y que 
trata de que ca.C.a 6ongrega..ci6n mande un inforne por escri to a la Asamblea Anual. 
de la I. E. r •• de l'lolombia. Este informe ser~ estad1sticdc/ y financiero., Fue 
aurobail.o uor ma~r!a. 

7. Se prouuso que otra.s entida.des que esMn tambi~n a1 servicio de la Igle
sia. deben rendir tambien informe a la Asamblea Anual. Fue ~probado. 

8. Fueron le!das dos nronosiciones que nresentaron los Sres. ~ausanias y Cre
rardo WHches. I...a. nrimera uroposicion fue refornada y anrobp.da as!: 11Recomenda.
mos aJ, ~.onsejo investiga.r los rooti vos por J.os cuales e], Sr •• :ruan N'. ~ntoya se 
retire de la Obra, u:~.ra. 110der recomend8.r su llP!P?.tiento a la "isi6n11 • El Sr. 
MontoyH a~1ic6 los nx:>ti vos uor los cuales se retir6, ya que la M:i.sion dtjo no 
tener nad.a en contra suya,. · 

O{dos los nntivos uor :.os cu.?~es el Sr. ll.ontcy:? se retir6 de la Obra y d.es
uues d.e ser elmr.lina.do en doctrina, se acordo reccnendarlo a la Mision -par;, su 
llruna.miento a la Obra. 
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9. Se pas6 a considerar la segunda proposicion escrita per los frimantes ya 

mencionados y que trata del usc de la toga. Puesta en discusion, fue aprobada 
as!t cuatro votes a favor, uno en contra y dos abstenciones. 

10. Se paso a considerar el estudio del Proyecto d_e Consti tucion n<:>ra !gle
sias Ev:mgelicas Luteranas de C.olnmbia, con la relforma q_ e se hizo acerca del llP..
mamiento de Pastor. Ji'ue anro'had.o nor unanimidad. 

Siendo las 11:00 p. m. la sesion se levanto nor medic de oracion. 

El Presidente, 

(Fdo .) Arnfeld c. ~rck 
El Secretario Ad hoc, 

(Fdo.) Pausanias Wilches 



'w.XTRAr.T OF MI'l'JTTT"F.~ OF T~ PROVISIOUAL ATIMINISTRATIVE OOUNSIL, SESSIO!-TS .TULY 
28th and 29th. J r 5 If 

All sessions were ouened ¥ith the ree~ing of the ~oly Scripture and prayer. 

In the absenee of the Secretary, Mr. Hugo Uart:!nez, Mr. P. Wilches was auuointed 
Secretary Pro tem. 

I. 'J'he minutes of the General Assembly of July )th and those of the PAC, ~Tuly 
5th and 7th were read and apnroved. 

II. A reporte by the r.ommittee aupointecl to in-vestigate the Sogamso;Belencito
Paz de ~:!o area was read. 

The findings of the Co~mittee nointed definetety to Sogamoso as most strategical 
center for a boRrding school, es-pecia.lly for the children from 11 Mission territory11 

and for serving our peoule who come up from the plains as well as those working in 
the steel area. 

~owever much discussion follo'\-red, as to the advisebili ty of onening work in 
Sog?moso, aminly in view of the rather negative attitude of the Pentecosta.l Uission 
"rorking there. No agreement was reached and the session was ad.jurned to meet again 
J'uly 29th. 

SESSIONS ,TT_llY 29th. 

III. Votd to carry the follot..ring nntions -presented in ".rri ting by G. Wilches, 
0. E6pez, P. Wilches and J, ~ntoya! 

1. Tha.t nlans be made to begin work in SogaEso. 
2. l'flhat each Congregation present a re-port to the anual meeting of the 

General Assemble of the Church, ~is report to be ap~roved by the preseding meeting 
of the r,ongregation. 

3. That similar reports be presented by all inti tutions or co~'!li ttees serving 
the church in general, such as the Bible Institute, the Literature ~orrL.'Tiitte, etc. 

IV. The following points were nresented by the co~~ttee appointed to study 
the autori ty and duties of the PAC and approved by the s::~me as addid)ions to the 
list d.ra\m up at it meeting of .my 5th: 

A. 'Tio F..ncourage family devntiQnal life in all homes of our !Dutheran r.on
gregntions, to.nd incourage all merbers to Httend the nrn~rer neetings. 

~. That there be held anually, if possible, in each congregation a short 
course for the training of leadres in the congregation. 

C. That there be :t).elcl Bible Camps and spirituaJ retreats for the yout..,_ 
of our congregations. 

D. Pronnte the organizing of a public libr::>ry in each congregation for 
the use of its mebers. 

E. Endeavor 'to provide more Lutheran maga7.ines for our congregations and 
nore Evangelical literature of pure doctrine. 

F. Encourage each congregation to celebrate, on a certain day od the year, 
a 11:Sible Institute Day 11 , the offering of the day to be used for the sup'J)Ort of the J3ible 
Institute. 

C. Encourage the celebration of a 11 Day of J.fissions 11 in each congregation, 
the offEring of which should be sent to the 'Tireasurer of the PAt. 

V. It was suggested to the PA~ by the sane Conm:i. ttee "that the PAC presente 
to the ~fission for its consid~Bation, the possibility of the PAC haviug a vote 
in the placement of national anc'l foreing ~rorkersu. "'he PAC voted to "'resent this x 
request. 

VI. Pausanins and GerP.rrio 1'/ilches presented in l-rri ting the follol-ring mtions: 
A. That the PAC investiente the renson for which J'uan M:mtoya discontinuec't 

Horl: Fi th the Mission an6_ that he exnninecl doctrimtlJ :' ,,,ith a vim1 to Cf:l.lliD£ 
him into the w "'ork agr:dn. 
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:s. IJ'Io recommend that all l'rorkers use the robe for church services, especial

ly for the worship service an in admin~sterimg :Baptism and the Iordts Supner. 
Point "A" was accepted, MOntoya gave the reasnns requested, was duly 

examined by the PAC and recommended to the Mission for call. 
Point ":B11 was carried with 4 votes in favor, one against and 2 abstained 

from voting. 

_ VII. The changes made in the proposed constitution for Congregations of the 
E. L. C. in Colnmbia regarding the calling of the pastor were studied and approved 
by unanim:>Us vote. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 

Signed, 

A. C. J.i>rck, pres. 
Pausanias Wilches, sect. 



LA MISION EV ANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOMBIA 

The Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America 

Apartado Aereo 49-80 
Apartado Nal. 29-16 
Bogota, Colombia 

Telefono, Bogota: 94-271 

Direcci6n Telegrafica: 
Cable Address: 

CELMOSA 

Aparta.do A&reo 1482 
Medell!n,OolombiL 
&.J os to 6, 19:4 

Miemb:ros del Oonsejo Administr&tivo frorisioral 
de la Iglesia Rvang~liaa Luter~ en Oolambia 

Apreoia.d.oa oolabcra.dores en oristos 

Reciban m1 cordial saltido ~n l"a v1nouloo del amor ariatiano. 

Apartado Nal. 25 
Tunja, Boyaca, Colombia 

Apartado Aereo 14-82 
MedeJJln, Colombia 

Tafl.gO el pla.oer de dirigirme con toda. brneda.d a. Udtu reterent.e al smar 
Rodrigo ~intero quiJn al ingresa.r en el Institute Biblico-Oult.ural hace 
m(s de doa alios man1f•eat'6 su deseo de prepa.rat"SS para el ea.nto ministerio. 
OUrmio estuve ultimamente en Bogotl, lliG nmnifest6 nuevamente au propOsti.o 
de oont1nuar sue estudios para ese fin, si I'Uera poeible al termina.r el 
preeente afio de traba.joa cCDo profesor en el Inatituto. 

Por lo t<mto, lee p.reaento a este buen barmano para su oanaid.eraoi6n en 
nuestra prOxima. r«uni&n en septiembre con tni recomenda.ei~n personal de que 
sea beca.do para. estud1ar en uno de los seminaries lut.eranos de Argentina. 

Lee pido el favor de esoribirme de 11ntems.no ref'erent.e a otroa negocioe que 
debemos a.tender en nueet.ra prfadma reun16n para. que se pueda organizar mejar 
la. ~end a. de tal manera que no per demos tanto tiempo en la reuni&n. 

Sin ot.ro I~articular por el ummento, me despido 

Fauaa.ni.as Wilches 
Jerardo i41lchea 
Octavio L6pez 
Hugo lliart!Ilftz 
Juan Montoya 
Jerhard Oetrem 
Harold Olecm 
Helen Danielson 

5u a.tento servidor en Qrieto, 
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\ , Colombia -· 

Recent developments in Colombia is the subject of an article by .Dr. Rolf Syrdal, Foreign Missions 
Secretary of tho ELC, in this iuue of "The Miuionary." Dr. Syrdal made an extensive lour through 
South America this summer in behalf of the Lutheran World Federation and our own mission in 
Colombia. In this article he tells of some startling developments in Colombia in connection with our 

mission work there. At left above is pictured a worship service held in the ruins of the chapel at 
Parpa destroyed some time ago by anti-Protestant forces. Above are the ruins of the parsonage at 
Parpa which was destroyed at the same time. Below, left, the crowd of worshipers overflowed the 
small temporary chapel in Parpa for morning services on June 27th. 

The mission home in Tunja, Boyaca, Colombia (below). Mr. Octavio Lopez, standing by the house 

with wife and daughter, serves T unja and Parpa congregations. Below right, en route to the LWF Latin 
American Conference in Brazil, Pastor Paul Koeller, ALC, of Texas, and Rev. Archie Morek, ELC, of 
Canada, posed with Dr. Syrdal on the steps of the Church of the Redeemer in Bogota. 
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XVI ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF CEU40SA lHSSION 

BOGOTA 

January 24-29~ 1955 

The Acting Superintendent~ Rev. Gerhard Ostrem, d4clared the Conferonce open i.a tl-:-= 
Narue of the Triune God. 

All missioaaries on the field wwre present. Pastor Kneevelsrud of the L. 1~. F. 
was a visitor. 

Oorneli~ Jensen was again welcomed into our missionary fellowship and invited to 
part~_cipate in the d iscusaions. 

I. The following was the devot.ional programt 
A· Nonday evening - Prayer session directed by Helen Danielson 
:a. Forenoon sessions opened with free topics~ follovted by prayer: 

Tuesday - Three Steps (Acts 4: 23-31) - Elizabeth Heerde 
Wednesday - Phoebe Quanrud 
~huraday - Pastor Kneavelsrud of L.W.F• spoke on the Seaman 'a ~.fission 
Friday - Jeremiah - P. Wilches 
Saturday- "Trust and Obey"- Valborg Torkelson 

c. Afternoon devotions: 
Tuesday - Opal Olson 
Wednesday - Gerhard Ostrem 
Thursday - Paper "Our :Marriage Problem" - Harold Clson 
Frida~r - Joyce Bergh 

~ Saturday - Cornelia Jensen 

• 

II. Reports read and approved: 
A· Secretary, Treasurer and Superintendent 

Bogota - GErhard Ostrem 
Expansion and Rural - Gerhard Ostretu 
Medell{n - Olger Quanrud 
T~~ja and Bible Institute - Harold Olson 

B. Personal reports: 
Belva Nerlien 
Helen DaniElson 
Joyce Bergh 
Valborg Torkelson 
Cornelia Jt;na6n 

c. Belva Nerlien and Valborg Torkelson were elected as auditors. 
n. Auditors reported all accounts in order 
E. Auditors reports accepted 
F. Committee reports: 

Literature - Belva Nerlien 
Julio Orozco - read by Gerhard Ostrem 

Medical - Gerhard Ostrem 
G. Greetings from Dr. Stewart Hermann and the "Zulu Mission were read. The 

Secretary was instructed to answer and send greetings to all fields of E.L.C 
and U.E.L.c.-~ also W.M.P.L. 

III. Education 
A· Voted that we offer Mr • .lviarcelino ~"lart{n a acC.olarship for study at the 

Bible Institute at$).50~00 (pesos) a mont~; free room, dinners at the 
Institute, with the understEL"lding that he teach part time~o 

\ ', 
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~. Voted that in view of the feet Hr. Mafeelino Hart{n declined t.l'le of?e.r ~f 
study <.md teaching in the Institute because of anot.hE r contract a lre..,d•r 
made, Hr. Mario Lara be approached for part time teaching at $125.00 {?E: soe) 
a month. 

a. Voted thst in view of t.l-J.e diff'iculty of obtaining a suitable house for t~"l.c 
Boarding School in Sogamoso end the Boerd 1a decision not to buy one, S9id 
school be placed in Bogo~ for th£ present year. 
Voted that if found possible to hqve the boys live and study in Soga~n~s::> 
'·•ith the i-·iontoyas such arrangements, as well as those for Boarding Scb:>ol 
in Bogota, be made by Bogota.Station staff. 

D. Voted th'3t the Bible Institute monthly board be rqiscd to 35 pesos bEginning 
in 1956. 

E. Voted that we establish a school in Tunja on thE condition that Ivirs. 
Rosa de Lopez accepts the offer to teach and htr sahry be 70 pesos <> mont!l. 

F. V oted that the Conference aut:'lorize the Executive Oom:ni tte~ 1 ?fter cor:.s ~:l tB
tion \-lith the Provisional Admin~stretive c~uncil, to accept the offE::- o£' the 
scholarship extended by Luther Eemina!'y and designate the !'ecipien~ .• 

G. Voted that in view of ti1e problems involved and t1::e fqc-::. t~;.et ou.:· c'hurc:t;;:s 
are supporting meml:lers of L.:.v.F., we reccmnend t~'lat. Rodrigo QuintEro be sent 
to the L.:'!.F. Seminar;' i!'l Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

H. Voted that the same condition as of last year be applicable to Jorge Co!"zo 
for the coming ye~n, which W!1S30 pesos as gatekeeper .;::1d watchr.1an at the 
church t:>.nd also an adoitio~J.al 25 pesos for schobrship at t!:e Colegio 
A me ric•:mo. 

I. Vot-~d that with Board approval end after clearing it wi~-;,_ the L.~'/.F., ?<:lstor 
H. ~-1uell.:.r 1 s' invitstion to 0onduct Spanish services in the L.~.t.F. church in 
Cali every 3 or 4 :nonths, be accei]tEd. 

rv. Finance 
A. Votsd that after thorough investigction by St8tion Head and Superinte:::dent 

of tli5 Psrrish property in i.viedellL1, the Executive Co.nmittee be guthorized 
to requEst funds necessary, up to 50,000 pesos, to purchase said property. 

B. Voted that the aabry of the House ~-~othc:r for the Boarding School in Bogota 
be set at ¥1)0.00 (pesos) a month with roo~ and board, the board equal to 
that of said school. 

c. Voted that since a special oppo:!"tu:1ity for buyi!'lg prop.:rty in Soge.:n"Jso 'U<!'l 

present itself and the 3oard has given an indication of ~"hat ste:Js aho:)lc 
t-e taken, "le authorize the Executive Oo::n.uittee to ac-t. on such pr~9osed 
purch<:~ses aad plans of construction to be presented t0 tte Board. 

D. Vot;;.d that we give ~75.00 (dollars) to Amanec<;r, :;20.00 (dollsrs) to El 
Testigo to.continue subscriptions, aleo 6o pesos to ~~e c;D~C ~or ec:~ic~s 
rect.:,ived. 

v. Zvange lism 
A· Voted, a!"'ter he•ning report by i.-iiss ~orkdson, we. do not find it adviBsble 

to send h~r to the plains now, that we rescind motion of h13r pl'3cFmc.':ct. t"f:rrs. 
(See Special ConfErencE: of July 5,6, I Evangelism (E), 3lso Jul~· _7(}t.l! 
Evangelism (C) 

B. Voted tb3t we recom:nend Octevio Lopez t:> the ?rovion::~l Ad;ninietr<:>tivE 
Council as a worker in our ;-fi.ission. 

c. Voted that the Acting Supe-rintendent ,.,rite t'J Octwi "J Lopez informing him 
that his services ss a1~ evangelist be extended. 

D. V:Jted that C;rn;:,li::~ Jensen's cS!!"t.rgct as aw.o:r':<Er in JUr :-lission, be ext-:,nded 
fn the year 1955· 

E. '/oted that Hanld Olson be placed as Institut~ ::Jir-;ctor <:lnd st~tion :·:ead 
fJr Tunja for the ye'lr 1955• 
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F. Voted that Gerhard Ostre;n :md Helen ::::>anielson continue their NOrk in 
Bogota as per placement of 1954• 

G. Voted that Gerhard Ostrem be placed as hea.d of Rursl work. 
E. V:Jted that Arnfeld Morek be plAced tentatively in Bible Institute for t:1t: 

ye•H 1956. 
:L 4 v~-..:~ed thgt V9lborg Torke le 0n be placed in the Cocu:y ere8 for the year 

}~.;55 and thst her main \"':>rk, as far as possible, be medicAl. 

VI. ~':is cc llam; ous 
.\. Voted that the Acting Superintendent take &Wps t::> make use ,:>f the off•'l' 

presented by Dr. Syrdsl in his letter of' Dec:ember 27, 1954, ne.nely tho 
possibility of' having large quanti ties of' supplies, especiall~· drit:d mil~~: 
ci1eese and butter, sent out free of' charge :from the States. 

'B. Voted to approve as a project the support of nt:edy children at the 
~oarding School, at ~15.00 (dollars) a month. 

c. Voted that Belva Nerlien be gr'3nted gn extra week vinen she tgl.:es her vc~g
tion in April. 

). Voted that we try to get a Lut?J.aan pastor from a Latin .AmEricc.n ;:::oLmt!';J, 
outside Colombia, as speaker for tl:e Colombian C.Jn:f·erence in .. runt:. 

E. Voted to recommend to the Pro7isional Administrat.i ve CoUrJ.cil for co:.1.sidera·· 
tion or action, the prob).em of Catholic marriage by our young people:, ·.:itb 
the following reco~~sndation: 

1. That wht:re it is poseible to have civil marriage, this be done. 
2. If that sho~dd be impossible then inCat!:olic Church but '"i thout 

communion and confession. 
5· If disregarded, then to be disciplined--not allowed to p~rt9k~ of' 

com~union--and if' workers, not allmied to continue to work. 
F. Voted that HArold Olson be instructed to write a lettEr of appreciation to 

Pastor V13n Eaton for what he has done for our 1'iissionari~::s coming 
into Colombia. 

G. Voted we recom~end to the 3oard thet because the Celmosa ~ission is 
frequ"'ntly in the red, a speci~l effort ~e made t•) send Colombia:l. Missionqries 
who are home on furlough, to churches wh.:.re the offErings c~m be 
designated for Colombia. 

H. Voted that bbcause of the great need of' aa EvangelicaL hospital in Bogo-r3, 
we recom:n~nd to the Board their study of the statutes of the organizeti~'~l., 
Clinica Evangelica Unida Ltd., and their approval of the project so fgr. 

VII. Literature 
A· Voted that we recomus:J.d the: mi~ograpn~ng of the: fJll·)wing: 

Study Guides: 1•1atthew, Luke, Acts, Romans, I Cor. 
and that r·fr. Orozco do as much of this work as poesibls, et lE?st the 
cutting of stencils. 

B· Voted that we recoe1mend the printing of the following boJks in the 'Jrcl<:r 
listed: 

1. Filled wi~1 the Spirit 
2. Ten Studies on Church Hist::>ry 
)• The Church of the Living liord 

c. Voted that t."le LitEraturt> Committee be comprised ·Jf thrt=e l·fissioa~ries 
and one C'llo~bian. 

D. Voted that \-16 recommend th'"!t tile trA:'lslation oi' "T'ne Life :>f Christ 11 b~r 
A. Fehling or the 11 Gospels 11 by Ylvisak<=r, be an Intc:r-Luthcran pr::>jt:ct 
Rnd I'-lorck bok into said project. 

VII I. Furlough 
A. Voted that Olsons bt: gnnted thdr furlough beginning in Oct:.ber 1955· 

rx. ~-iominations and ~lections: 
A. For Executive Committee, OlgEr Qugnrud 
B. Gerhard . Ostrem was elected to serve on the Executive CommitteE when 

Olson goes on furlough. 



Mim.tt.. o~ the Prori.Bicmal Adm11rlatrt,1.,. Couac11 cd the BftD&elloal 
Lut.heraa Church 1n Otlcahia. (8ropoaed OrgaDizaticm) 

For the MeeUng fd MarGh ~· 4.1 }1. 19» 
i·. 

Accorcl1.Dc to the a.zmoune.-at ma.cle by tlw Preah\ent o-r \be P. A. ·o •• the ....-re 
o-r th1a Orga:D1a.Uon gathered together 1n the Par1101age of. La. Igleaia d.e Bl leunt.or 
at. 2t,50 P. M. OD the ~ of March ult. -

The ...Uag opaecl 111\h a dnotlOD&l periocl W 1t7 t.he prwew.at..; 
Upoa JMldng .. rtd.D ~ the. preaonoe of a q......., U. Mfting- waa .cleolarecl opea 

"" t.be preald.e.. . - -
MaaOei-a preeeat were 1 Pauaaaiaa VUolwa. GerardO W1lohn6 Ootario L&pn (who 

was preeent the eeoon4 dq). Mi.ee &tlen Dud.elaon. &ll-olcl 01....._ Olpr Qaaurud. aD4 
Gerbar4 O.t.rea. It!':• Pa.wta.tdaa WUobos wu eleete4 ~ fol' t.he ...ung. 

l• fte JU.Dutu_of t.ha;..~-~~~ reacl and appi'Oftd aft;er t.ha __...,AM haw 
been a oO'IU'Pm1oan\ ...tlei';flftT.dt peoUM otatro~~ee• be ad8j to Jlo. 1. 

2. '1'he ~ preaeatecl t.he ft.l'iou8 itAIIH to be tabm up hi' 001181clerat.1en • 

.5· 1'he JD&t.t.er of e.eoept.aaoe of Mr. Oete.Yio Lcfpez u worker 1a the ll1HlGa (DOt ODl7 
par b7 ~ aa to the p1"8881l't.) yhioh W8.8 pi'Opoaed IJ7 the AnnUal ~ Of t.ha 
Miaeloa. was TOted and appi'Oftcl• 

4. The .Pree14eJd. repc)rtecl ocmoend.Dg a 'beca aobolarahip which bas Mell of':fVed by 
Luther~ in St. Paul, t.o the Lutheran Church in Colombia. The Sobolarablp was 
aocept.e4 by the ct PAC• aad oOMlcle .... tion fellowcl aa t.o possible ~. ft.e 
name ot Julio Oroaoo wae ~. It wu reallzed t.bat he 1e reelq i.he ODl7 
qual1f1e4 eandlcta.te we haft. Be waa then YOte4 1ia aa ~ caJMiidate £or 'th1a 8obolar-
ab1p. H1JJ &01Dg to ea.id Se-inalt rill be aa a .....a.ez. of t.M IYaDpU.oal.Lutiwraa 
Church of OolGIII.bia. I't. cloea DOt imply automatic 01"41ftat.101l foUfllld.Dc the ,..... ... st.uq. 

,. Mr. 0ro1t00 was O&lle4 1D to '\he me"1Dg at tJw latter part o~ 't.ha tweaocm .... ton 
and t.he m1~1Dg oonoft'l'drtg hie auppoeed approach t.o the Dapt.1.t _. work bet'ore 
oCDiDg 1ftto our Nlaeioa waa olar1t1e4. Mr. Monk W lookecl. 1Mo t.J1e before 1eadDg on 
turlo. !beee IWtOI"e were saUataot.oJt1,7 olartfted. Mr. Oroaeo aooeptecl. vit.h joy t.h1e 
olar1f1:oat1oa. 

Mr. Oroeco t.lwm preeeatecl. eneral aapeot.e of the work 1rl llecl.ell!D.ae he ea4 Mr. 
Qtaarucl. hac be\\n loold.Dg at it. there. He referred too mat-ten of tlw lit.erat.uro and 
t.l'a.!lalat.10118 whiob haw been done. He alee reterre4 to apparent. ponildl.S.Uea of 
doirlg work 1rl certalll countzy point.s 1n areaa IIUI'I"'tUUl1n Meullt'n ar 1'ariber out.. 

6. Oe.t.hered for the 1./U~ aeA1on:B:f: ~te~~:r'-(~illt:h 
1a lwl4 tor tblt OolomldQ chriat.ialle) he14 e.mualt,. t'or \hi Oz. our ohuroh ill OolCIIlbla. 
It. vu 4ec14e4 t.o 1-.w t.be Aaaablea JUDe 22-26 at. CUI" churoh 1D ~. 

1• The mem.bers of the P. A. o. vbo 11Ye in Bogott lNire eaoted t.o sene aa program 
oGIIIlMtee tor the Asamblea. 

8. fbe .uggeat.ioR of t.he AmlueJ. Conternce ot the Miuion was aocepte4 and decieicm 
waa macle t.o en4e1nor t.o get. a spea.k:Dr tor t.be Aaamblee. frCI!l saae o~ the other Lutheran 
ftelcla in Latin Mler1ca. 

f. Gathered again for t.be continuation of the PAO ..ting on t.he 'lat.. a devO't.ional 
period precMded t.he deliberatiomJ. 

9· Decialon was made to arrange tor t.he ordinatiOD of t.be men who Mel beon 1n Argentine 
at.ucl7ing at. the Sem.iuaey • nameq Gerartio WUohea and Pausaniaa Wilobea. 'l'"bla vas talc:en 
up upon :reCODI!Mmd.at.icm ot t.he Annual Oonfe:rence of t.be Mission. • , • .:<._ 
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It. was 4eo1de4 to ba.vo the Ordina·U.on "'-the last Sunday of the A.PUJ.ea. 
baYing the eust.cmaey examiat.ton prior to the AnmlJJ.ea. perbap• during the c1q ot tba 
22Dd of JUDB. 

10. The reaipation of Hugo Martinez as aecret.ary of tba PAD vas coui.S..d aDCl with 
auoh nc;ret: on the part of all tbe otJwr aembtn. waa accepted (regret .becauae of the 
realpatlon ha.Yhlg ca:rae). 

11. Pausaniaa Wllchea 1fU eleote4 sec:reta17 to flll the Y&C8DC7 due to the e.Ww 11181lUon
ecl reaigaatiOD. 

12. Qerddo O.trem an4 Juard.to Moftto.ya. were electM u a Oclllld\i;ee in '\he .atter ~ 
loold.Dg tor lot.. and. aD4 m ~ ~matters 0~ u. purchase .of ·propet'Q' tn 8ofamoeo• 
tor tl)e purpoatS of the work ot iSiF-Miaaicm 11l t.lat 01t7. · · . 

1,. !hit wrbal expnaions of Mr. Oct8.Tio tOpes m&DUeatJ.ftg hia cleebe to law the 
opportuniv to go ~o st.uq at. the aemba.r,y wae brotrPt to the at.teftU.cJft o# 1.be P&J by 
tbe cbaS.rmaD. t'ld.a matter was d1acuuecl quite thoroughly~ and the PAQ NCO. Ina 

Mr. Llpez for go1Dg to nuq tn the lmll1nal7 1ft Argbrt.lntt next year. 

14. The president preeeat.M also the ~- which the Miasicm. Oolr.fttNI'lOe of 
J~ lut. _... to t.he PAC about.. tb:t PAC e}eet1Dg a member frCIIIl ll1DGQ& tJJe OelCDbiaa 
bret.bren t.o sene on the <following Oaamitteeat ~on, Utel'&'ture, 11t.urg, and 
ariical. (Ths other membtmt on tbase COmmittees were~elected b.r the Conf'ereaoe). 

The tollowiug elect.lODS wore ma.d.e • 
a. Bil.toat.1ont GUstavo ~ 
b. Literature• Pausantas Wilcbea 
c. Llt.urgs Gerardo tftlchea 
4• Med.ical t Pascual Silft (One of our members in Casanare) 

1,. The D1rect.cr of the Bible Ill8't1tute presented explanations to the PAC aa to t.bl 
reaaoas that led to eugagiltg Mr. Mario Lara ae teecbar e.t tbe Institute. (UI. &ducatiaa 
B. ot OoDtWeace Mbattes of Jfllll1N7 24-29. 1~) 

U. also explainad why acholarsbipa vere given to Misses Rosa Mar!n, FlO!" Maruja 
Hernlzulez. aud Mr. Joe& Parada. 

The tollovS.ng acisicms 01' approvals reault.e4 •. 
a. !o 8.ppl'OWe t.be ~ug of Mr. Lara as ~01" in the Iast.it.ute acocr4izlc to 

the ocmd1:t.i0ftl!l made with ldm bJr Mr. Olaoa. 
b. To approve t.bt d1stributicna fd tle aohelerehlps macle by the J'aeult.y ot t.he 

lMtiWte t.o the above mentioned. atucbmts. 
o. The PAC ll8ke the faculty of the IaaUt.ute to f$1 pr4Jsent to tba PAC a Uet. of 

scbolarahipa for tN oonsid .. rat.ion at ita next aeethg. Said scholarship• to be ·••h 
as m11.7 be bad 1n a1nd f'or the next aobool J'MI"• 

16. a .. of t.be ll8llbers of the PAD ~auou regarding the diY18iea of ilw 
Boardiag Sohocl het.won Sopaoao and. 1'hl naaon tor this div14bg it was -.cle 
or giwn b.r the preau.nt. upoa whose ahcmlclers bla reated the groat part ot the napoa
s1ld.l1t.y of tht eatabliahwm:t. of the BoardiDg school. After heari~tg the explqat10D8 
t.he .PAC accepted tbs 41cis1ons made 1'or the fuat1«11Dg o~ uaid Bollrd.1ng aoboo1e aa they 
are for t.he pre8811\. 

17. D1c1sicma were made f'or Peusan1ae WUchoa and Bernd'. Ariza ( 4t.h ;par .atudeat at 
t.be Bible 1Dat1~) go to Ooc\Jy ancl Oh1acu to caaduot .. ntoee cluring Boq Week. ADd 
the Jorp Corzo. graduate floCil1 the Bible Inst.itute ltDd new e. student. at tl8 Oolegio 
Aaericazto. go t.o Mausa (SOootS regioat) to wor. k together with OctaYio L&,.z durS.ng t.he 
eame weekJ for the same pu!'pOGe. (l.&pez was 1n Parpa). 

18. Voted t.o adjourn. 



15lt4 Mhaa Street 
st. Paul 8, ••· 
..,. 2., 1~ 

GreeUn&• in Ohri.et Jeewal I haye juat. noeind TMll' letter, Gerhari., u4 enoloae4 copy 
of JOUr• t.o 1)1". s,Nal. I aa about to leaYa tor ftaconaiD th1a attenaoon IM&t vUl 
azunrer brietl7 rlpt. awq. Oa the t.el.,hena nr. SyrU.1 told ae that. he vaa uawerlns 
all of yov queatl.ODS Npl'4ia& letter of eall, .....,,.tin, et.e., aa4 that lt. would aot 
"- ...... ary to priat a letter of call bat elapl7 haft 1t tJ'pewrltt•• Alao, let • 
-.a tld.a ~~UU••Uont !bat la., op1Jd.011 noll a oall ahoulcl 1nelll4a the I"HpoDaib11lt7 
ot atn'fi.Dg tor the eatabllAilent. of a tboi'O'Q&hlJ iMlpD.Old ohvoh, aelt--..,pertlJlc, 
aelf-pl"'pagatiac. an4 eel~&ft•I'Dia& tmeler Chrtat.. ttte tol'll tor letter wldoh Dl'. 8Jr4lal 
wlll Hacl .aJ' not inolu.d.e th1a if it ia pare4 f'or e1 ta&ttl•u hen. '~bat. 70'1 ou aee 
whea 70U pt. it. 

In reprcl t. the exuinatlcm of the oudidatea, I .. ave that Gerhari.,eHEirbltb&dOI.ger are 
perteot.ly oapabla of" g1 Yin& th4a uceaaarJ p14uoe to the Oouejo u to wlm:t. fl'leat1ou 
aAould be aakecl of the caD414atea. 

I t.b1Dk it ie ftl7 :tltt.lq t.bt. eii"CUUUtaaoaa a.M perha,a the pi4aaee of 1M baa •4• it. 
eo t.hat. Gerbar4, one of the t1ret on the f'1.e14 whe hu •bona the heat ot the d.q• aboulcl 
alao be the ftrat. to """ u oriiaator oa our tlalcl. It 1• OUJ' prqer t.llat ,.u aq haYe 
a wnd.erfUlly aipit1oant d.a7 u vh1oh the Spirit ot Go4 sq t.nlly 81We ._.. 7'0\l and the 
ohureh _,. II&I"Oh torvarcl aleo b)' Wa ~rtaat atep. It will iadeecl be a P"leut.tl'e to 
Mllcl &netlnga both to the oaa41datea aacl the OOJllftp.t.lon. In tut., we hacl thought 
et that betore. 

*7 I aake a fUrther auaeatlea or plea, Det. u IMpOI'iDteftclent. blat. a1arp17 u a brother 
iD Ohriat. It. ia w1 th reapeot. to the ue ot the pw. Aa JOU ..nt1oaa4 to ae oYer a year 
ap, Gel'llari, J'OU neecled. liON U.e t.o Wale 1 t. owr. I know you han cloae thle eel alao 
han prqe4 about it. 1tleretoPO, it-.,. aeea UDk1ll4 of • to bri.Jsc it up ap.ln. But 
I clo. ao out. ot a d.Hire for oua CJimCJ A mPDD ftfttll):ft' ALSO 01 ma POift. .lD4 3WJt 
hoa a purel7 aaethet.io point. ot dew, it wou14 lse ao aaoh •re Mau.UM u4 aeaa1.ngful 
it the orclinator wean a rolae when thoae betq ori.abM will be vearS.ag OM &1'14 ••t 
llbl7 &lao the other paatora tald.q part. 1a the orii•Uon. 

It waa a rioh ezperienoe to attencl the or4.1aat.toa eemce here in Cent.ral Lllt.her&D lut 
8\mclq llipt of thoae goiq to the lliaaloa ftelde ucl the ohaplalnq. I enYleloaecl ln 
~aid • 81Hl1er wt equally aipltleaat. prooea.S.oa piag up the aiale - the al\U' of 
-our Recleeaer'• Lu.then.n Cburoh1 in Boget.l DeZt •nth. 

!Doloaed. la the lrder of &enloe for the orcl1Dat.lon here. Tbta alao ooataba the pledge 
of or41natloa,or ~ro•aa• I allppoae lt ooul4 lte oallM in i,anlah, 1a wh1ob you vera 
latenated, Gerhard. I aa aure Julio wou14 be glacl to do the tnnalaUq or the 
polishing up of the letter of call a.acl alao ·~ 1n ooaneot.loD vlth the l'rlaW 
Orcler ot Serrtoe tor the orcliaatioa. You woulcl UkelJ be haYing 1 t pl'lnt.ecl at. Upograt!a 
UD.le ll.ll7Wt7• I auppOse. 1'be7 414 a bee.utU\tl job oa the bulletin tor the cledlcation 
Mrrloe. ten&, of courae, haYe uacloubteclly thought. ot all tbia u4 aq alao haYe in Iliad 
the eovoe from which the eXpnae of ltriat.1Dg euoh a llalletin sight come. We don't want 
to take the pl'i 'filege awq troll the local eonarept.loa or utt other orpnisat.loa or 
1ruti.t4ual who lld.ght. have thia in min4, llut Jut 1a oaae the ooat ot priaUng should be 
a problq, Hild.ur and I woul4 like to .n thl• ou.r little oont.ri.but.lon to the aei"Ylce. 

I aa atraid that. I am going OOill)letely out of boun4a by g1.tng eo IIWl)' eugeet.ioaa, but 
would it DOt be meantagtul aleo if l'••tora of the Llff' oould al110 talce part in the ordination 



I lalow Bel'IUil would oerWJ&ly like to be preMilt lt at all pouible, ud 1a that oezuaeo
UOD let • plea" aelr: that he b;r all •au M iariW t.o 1M preHDt.. OUt ot a llle
\U'lderat.a:a41ag as to who waa to laYi t.e tor the decU.eaUoa ot the ehu.roh, le1"11Ul did aot. 
...-.n ... oeiYe an iant.a.Uoa and telt. it wrr deeplJ'• 

We pra1M Qocl for oont.1111184 repone ot 'PN&ft••• laol•diq larcer att.eaflaaoe ia Medell!ra. 
May Clod oontuue to atreqthea rov lwlU. 

Anrf'eld 

EDoloave 



LA MISION EV ANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOMBIA 
The Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America 

Apartado Aereo 49-80 
Apartado Nal. 29-16 
Bogota, Colombia . . 
Telefono, Bogota: 94-271 

Direccion Telegr6fica: CELMOSA 
Cable Address: 

Apartado Nal. 25 
Tunja, Boyaca, Colombia 

Apartado Aereo 14-82 
Medellin, Colombia 

Liut or Natioo.al Past,ors,Evnngelista,ahd Workers 1n. Oclombia -

Lope~, sr~ Ootavio -------- Apdo.· ~~· 25 ',Ttm.f~Boya.ca 
Larao sr. Mario ------------ Apdo. Na:l:, 2910 .1BoseQU,_cu:nd. 
Montoya,sr.Ju.an- ·- ··----·· ------ · ·----- Soe;UtOso 1 Bo,.aca 
Mora, sr.o;iverio------------ seminar.io .Bu.· enos ~e~•Ar .. ~. 
Orozco, sr. Jull-o------- Apdo. A~ I482 1Medellin.Ant. 
Quinto~J.Jr.Rodriso --------sem1Dar1o.~;n.o.~. AJ,x::e·~~~ .. ~gentina. 
WllahG's# Rdo.Pa.urum!'"a ------Apdo.Nal.t~9ICil!o~ •O'cmd • 
WUohes• Rdo.Gerardo ----------Apdo.lial.29I6 .BogotA. ,CUnd • 

Bello, Srta..H1l.ma. - ·- --------------~~- So4'oti.. Bcqa.d. 
Corzo, .Srta.Letiqia. ------------A)Mle ... fiti.. 29I§.,}lQ~. cun~.l .• 
Oor:rea, srta..Suss,na---.------- Apdo.Nal. 29IC:J1)io~•·Gund• 
Morales, srta.Luid.in8.---------- J.pdo.Nal. 29I6#J;l,ogotl.. OUl'd· 
!iOJl,toya. · Srta~LGonllde--·------------ ScHJOti •Boyad. 
Mora,-~~t;:.oLse;---. ----------------------- El ()'()~ .• Boya.oti · 
l?a.radaJ srta .Mar11J.a----------- -:------- Socoti .· Boyoct 
iti il.chGe • Srta • .Alla.-------------- Apdo .11a1. 29!6 , B¢»gotl, Gundw 



. .Jei-..or 
uctav1o LO;;ez Cifuentes, 
~part ado 25, 
Tunja {Boy::tc:i). 

Eetirnado ami~o en Cristo: 

Bogota, D. 1~. ~ovi~nhra 8, 1955 

~ue nuestro iadre Celes t 1al le est& bendic1~ndo en todA,f! 
sus act1v1dadee. 

Acusv recibiJ de su ame.nazante carts del 25 de :·!ov1(;mbre, 
a la CJ<"tl d6seo refar1rme por med1o de la rresente. Del a~ 1ht,; i_tJ:: 
rd. pla.~ta~ en su carts aobre cesw<t!s, puedo manlfestarln lo s1-
t~i.i1ent8: 

1.- lU L;{;Todo de la I.r lesia "'Fresb 1t$r1ana de Colm:::bin, nn 
t1a:e nllda pendient;e con rd. e:; rehso1on a cesantf"' o primas, se
g1n Ud. p~~edG aprec1arlo en el concerto Jurfd1co ernit.1::io r~or el Dr. 
Gaor 1~1 \tui1oz Uribe, ~bogado y Represe:1tante Legg.l de la Cedec, an 
concord~'ucia con lee Leyee Lahoralos vigentes en Colornhill 1 que ;~d. 
tan tD 1rivocJ.l1 y t~mbien de acuerdo con c.J~cepto~ el'f'anacLs del ~'1-
n1ste rio c\el Tr~bRJo, en intf1rpretnc iSn de esas :rr:.l sr:.as Le Y<CJs. !ncl_B 
yo a Ud. Wl'l cor:ia de d1~;,o cJucoptu. 

2.- ... uioro hncerl•::t notar 1 '('.if! TTd. no ho tr!lba.,ar.o n1 ~'or 
oontrsto n1 bajo la juriadicoi.)n d~l ~::{nodo d.; la ll?'lea1 ~l ~ res~:1t~ 
ria:~a, eino ba.1

·J 'res·.iterics, Iglesias o colegi.os local1zadas '1n
el Car::po .~ inod leo de nues1.r~ I,~ lea iH .~ resh 1t$rta'>ft. 

:).- lgual~1ettte de;,o .eaf..al11r a :~d. que el 1: i~rc:po ie trat,~
J\) s..;yo no corres:--vnde a 5 a£1os y medi\l 1 sino efectiva":Bnt.~S ~· 4 a
r~os Y fi/12 ~-tya que,en la t:lan1ll~ ,..ue 7Jd. llen.-),lncluyo C'Jl!lQ >~1_t 
trade t.rabaJo cl ti$:"po d.e prf.ict1ca estudht:<til en al Instituto de 
T' , 1 l 
..1 bUD ue, o cuu no puode ser C<)n~ 1<lern~o justa'l'ie nte co~o tr::1 ha.1o 
erectlv·J en ';1 mov1rn1cnto d.::. nuestroe erJarpos eclesi-lstic')!". 

4.- ~un cua do jur{d1camPnte el ~{~odo no t1ene nads re~
di r!tfl, de :r.:aner1:a t:rncioeq yen el Mflj\lr s~nt1do crtst1nno, ee pn
t;::~r A;'~ a L,)d;.;a los obrorv~ t{uc ha:1 trabaJndo en nuo~tras Jp_le$13s, 
:<o en l..;s cvl\iiicioe o osc'.E:l,!E 1 el :,,.,!I tie 1{1 SU!:''"fi corresr•ondi::~n.e. 
~·orc~:r!tfi,;e ost.e \.tue Gd. enc0~1trarfi ind1ca<'io nn 11-\ .. ~,rt.e roro;te:;-~~,r 
al e0ncapto erdtldo r:or el ;Jr. 'uiloz 1"r1bP.. 

t. -~ £ir,.i. el l'Hf:O ~if.:. s u pu roe n t11~ (~, de b.J 11 ~Ll:UL: t r; ,; :; c:! .rl ·~: 
·.1uc E!e :i~,ceeorio (~acenu·, ~uo:-; no t.1~jar·j '-iC· cow;:r'Bnrier I'd. :;ue hny 
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obrervs en 111 lie t•1 con ,t...,.-. 30 y :rds af,_,,s tie eerv ic io en nuestra 
obra, y ye .. cwn avnnzade ed#.ld,yea Justo ~11e recitq=m.cr1st1an•~mf'I1te 
unn atenc ion )'rii!!;lr1.r-t. ~Hn ombnr1"0 ~)odra ob!H~rvar td • .;J.t•s a:•n Sli\1 
tand.o ror so bre os tn cwns1,1erno i:.).n prilMtr ia, el :dnocto a autoriza 
do nl T'esorero Gl ;·,ago de estot! porcantajes, en nl orde' estahle": 
c i;·,u, "- pr 1mer&ir£-:.nte a lvs ,j_ue ya no eon ollrorva pr~ Fbi ter1aooe 
del ~.J!nudo". Jero vuelvo u rcpet1rl~"~,tendra •tue ospc-rar aun mas 
con lllguYHi pac ier~c ia. 

6.- 61 n~ eo pos1ble para Ud. esnerar, y deseg pon~r ee
te asunto f;n manos d"l nbot-~ad~e, O·Jrr:o en form'i ~~lF,O desaft~·:tr: ·ua. 
lo indicll. en eu Cllrta, lo de.lt~mos a su b'lf?tl recnudll. 

?.- i,n C'.Hnt~.) o la refer,ncia que :Jd. h1ce a su fu:-:;ilia 
aqu! art &>gut<i, hien vale lA ·,-..eua se;;•Jlarle ahora, que hfSmos eetl'!\ 
dv HVUdSli.i.lOles ba~ta Jor..oe noe ha sido --osi ble dt~ntro do liUfHiltt""l~.;" 
capu.c1d<idas, con rehajtls consiuer,:.~hle~ l;jn los e!!t 1Jdiee 'l'JG han .t'~,!!. 
lizacio y rea.!.hAm s:,ai ll~r-<ti!i.H? en ·'Oi. t~oleglo ;ireericano (IG ast<1 C'll;. 

dad. 
6.- ~.u141? r;_; a;;ra.dHcerle 1~ fr·:u~ ~ u? z.a '\ua ~n1f1e ~~a en su 

ear ts, a1 afirmar quo eu entrada a la Ii. #is Lm :-''tT.Utera:fia)~ .;;:. 
"fuo,s inic1eti'va m:l~ t'or cu•.;stiun~e mt\e que ;, ... ,do de conviceton do_£ 
tri.ni:il''• lv que noe nn1eetra. aun.;.ua lru.T~Bntnhl~It!"nte tarde, que Ud. 
no f~c c:;mpletc.t~6.ne si:-1carv al trnbet.ja.r con nosotrfHh 

i).- ,o..;o deseo torm1nl:lr, sin ontes adve::ti~le ;.p1c la 
7
.1brf< 

r.f ~ Aurora dG Gal i, me ha escr it:..>, CY"l·J r,ae tor d!! l~ r rimel'a 1r:;1~ 
eia de Boeot<t ,y pereo::.al ;t.su te •zl "Rav • .3earing, hablo ~on!'!", i~ro refe
re!·tt6 n una deudu ~l.Lb llst:,a s los ,~lC·vv.oo y que Ud. contrajo por 
llt ve.r.ta d,:, l ibr·Jf-3 d~ la librar·{a Aurora, cuand~.> fuci f:tyu<l~nte del 
antes Iastor de este l~lee1a. ~n vista de ~ue eets deuda fua cen-
t , . - t . j' 1 .. . -~ l . r- i+ 1 d . x;a Hla C\H'I.nao rewa 0 en a , r1::1a !"a .if: ~R :1 a res ' .. e:r ana e .:-.o,-::-_s 
ta, deReo reJirle ~d tavdr de una c;J:'si'l;t.C:ia ~ecr1 ttt ~tel nev. -
.~ea.ri;-,~~- c:;!l r-sl,,c L.h al ;.-acu de er:a deur1r..1, a fin dG (1ne no 2{i erN' 
·•'1.:; ::Iw.::stl'f' 1f3'l'3sif, en uoFota, na;m tenid.o o thm~ nart1c1~·acion 
en lo ·1Ue fuc un as :m to : ·~rs:.):Vil s·.;yo. 

cc: .-r. -"rnfcld c. i/'<>rck, )urer- ~nta'I\iente <1e la :, is ion Luteran~. 
i1ev. •.·er:u·d;J !,.strG~'!, .',ncergad.J Jr:les1'1~ "11lr"lle!'! Luteranas. 
RG'. Jai;ne Goff, 3ecret~H1o -2,1ec'..lt~.vo, ''1e1f)n · re~biter1tr;~ 
Rev. Robert3 ~ear1nr. 

G 'l'G/ nas. 



Reverendos 
Arnfeld c. Mbrck, y 
Gerardo Ostrem. 
L. C. 

Bogota, Noviembre 9, 1955 

Muy estiillados hermanos: 

Saludos y deseos porque las bendi-

ciones de nuestro Padre Celestial sean con Uds. 

Me permito enviarles copia de la 

carta que acabo de despachar para el senor Octavia Lo-
pez Cifuentes, quien esta trabajando con esa honorable 

Mision, y a las ordenes de Uds. 

Espero que Uds. se serviran to-

mar nota de ella, y si fuese necesario una mas amplia 

explicacion personal, con mucho gusto lo hare. 

De Uds. muy atentamente en el 

Sefior Jesus, 

GTG/nas. 
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LA SECRETARIA GENERAL DEL SINODO A LOS PRESBITERIOS, MINIS-
TROS Y OBREROS ECLESIASTICOS DE LA IGLESIA PRF:SBITERIANA DE COLOMBIA. 

Fara conocimiento de los Presbiterios, con el fin de orion
tar los en las determinac i one:=; que deb an to mar al re .spec to, y para 
informaci6n de todos los Ministros y Obreros Eclesi~sticos de la 
Iglesia ?rosbitGriana de Colombia en todo el campo sj.nodico, me per
mite transcribir la respuesta dada por el Dr. Gabriel Muf.i.oz Uribe, 
asesor jur:Ldioo de la Cont'ederacion Evangeli<Ta de Colombia (CEDEC), 
a la consulta presentada por el Prosidente y Secretarto Genernl del 
S:Cno do, con rela ci6n al as unto de las prestac j_one s soc iales para los 
Obreros Eclesiasticos. La respuesta del Dr. Munoz Uribe, dice asi: 

Bogota, Octubre 17 de 1955 

Senores 
DR. HECTOR VALENCIA Y Rvdo. GTLEERTO TORRES 
SINODO FRESBITERIANO-
E. S. M. 

Est imado s hermanos en Cristo: 

Gustosamente absue1vo su consulta para estudiar lo rslacio
nado con prestaciones sociales debidas o que se dice deber a los pa_§ 
tores y obreros de las Ielesias Presbiterionas, para lo cual estudia 
remos primeramente, la nsturaleza de su trabajo, sus implicaciones,
Y la eventual relac ion contrac ttial. 

NA'I'\JRALEZA DEL 'r"'1ABAJO. -

Los Pastores, obreros 0tc. que han ded.icado su vido y sus 
servicios personales y de direccion moral, intelectual, y espirituaJ., 
lo han hecho en razon de un 1lmnamiento a la obra de Cristo? 0 han 
entrado en la obra para resolver por su trabajo los problemas de sub 
sistencia personal'? Formu1ar ln pregunta es resolverla. 

No cabe duda que se tratq de llamamientos Divino~ y su ta
rea es esencialme.nte de dl.reccion espLritual, sin miramientos a la 
condici6n de trabajo material con miras a una reluci6n contrnctual 
o, me jor aun, e s una profes i6n que se escapa por sus modos uni vers~ 
les a la normacion de relacion al contrato de trabajo propiamente 
dicha. 

El Ministerio de Trabajo abso1 vic5 un3 consul ta sobre la 
prestacion de servicios de un Capellcin, en los siguientes terminos: 

~ "Los elementos que configuran la relac ion contractual de c_£ 
racter laboral,.tales como la prestacion personal del servicio, la 
subordinacion o dependencie respecto de una empresa o patrono y el 
salario corno retribucj_l)n por los eervicioE prestados (art. 23 del C6 
dit,o Sustantivo del Trabajo) no se cumplen ext:r.ictornonte en el c8RO 
consultado • 

"La prestacic5n del servicio de Capellcin por un sacerdote no 
es la clase de trabajo regulado por la legislacion laboral, por ser 
de oar~cter eclesicistioo, porque no se refiere a servicios tempora
les, sino espirituales, co~ijados por la leeislaci6n can6nica. 

"La retribuci6n de los servicios prestados, en el caso de 
un Capell~n, no deben considerarse como salario stno dada a titulo 
de congrua SJ.!stentag__ion..!. 

El propio Ministerio en la consultn a que aludimos dg cnbi
da plena ala tesis: que es evi.dente que para los servicios o tro.ba
jos que se ejercen en virtud de un oficio (cstrictamente dicho) o be 
neficio eclesiastico, o sea en aquellos en que se ejc3rse una potes-
tad de orden, de jurisdiccion o adminiEtracion eclesiastica, no tie
ne cab1.da el derecho civil. Asi, ningun trabajo ejercic1o o ejecutado 
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en virtud de oficio eclesiastico da lugar a contrato de trnbajo en 
el sentido de la Ley civil ni da dereoho a prestaciones. ~ue en este 
caso la remuneracion percibida no tiene el t:ltuJ.o o caracter de "SA
LARIO" sino a congrua sustentac ion ( "EL OBHE'-:0 F'.S Dif'!.~JO DE STT SALA
RIO" ) concepto que hace relaci6n a ser digno de ser sustentado en 
el arden general, mas no en el restrictivo .. de percibir un emolumento 
proveniente de una relac i6n contractual perEwnul por un t:r.aba jo. Es
t a sustentacion hade ser honesta, y no ~n el scntido vulcar de la 
suficiencia del salario, sino on la dtgnidad espiri·tual de la sullsis 
tencia congrua. ·· -

EN SENTIDO CONTRARIO, aceptando que los P:1stores y 
Obreros de la IKlesia Cristianq tienen unu relaci6n de dependenci~ 
contractual con el Sinodo, cu~l aerfa la situaci6n do eus prestacio
nes, des car tan do la func ion esp iri tual de su trc< ba jo? 

La norma general del Codir:o sustantivo del 'I'rabajo en 
sus titulos VIII y IX, tiene la excepcion para las instituciones que 
por su naturalez.a tengan el Cflrncter de Uti.lidad C01min. Asf lns en
tidodes de beneficencia, los sindic~tos, las cooperativns, etc. to
'da s aquellas cons iderad as como inst i tuc ione s de ut il idad cof'lun, es-
t~n obligadas a una prestacion equivalents solAmente al 50% de ln ce 
sant:la conforms lo dispone la Resolucion nillnero 0053 de 1952, regla-: 
mentaria del art. 338, y 355, suetituido por art. 36 del Decreta 
3?43 de 1951, par cuanto estas instittwiones carecen de anirno de lu-
oro. 

Esta Resolucion 53 de 1952 dice &sf, en su art~ lb.:
Art. lo- Para los efectos de las prestacioncs socia
les a que est~n obligados en favor de los trahajado
res, SB entiendA que ejecuta f\Ctivtdades sin animo de 
~~..91:Q los pat ronos, ent ldades o d uefios deestab le c i
m ien tos que en e l d esar rolla de sus funcione s -gers i
guen f:i.nes d~__inte.res social..z.. sin percibir utilidades 
ni repartir diviclendos. 

Con anlicacion de la anterior Re8olucion numero 53, 
el Ministerio del Trabajo igualmon.t,::J se pronuncio en el cF\so de los 
ernpleados de sindicatos ('i,UG tambien son institucionGR de utilidad 
COIDUn), diaponiendo que por est;1 raz.on tienen rterecho 8 penas al Ci.!} 
cuenta por c iento _(50%) de las pres tao iones. 

RELAClON COHTRAcr.rrT.AL.- El S 1nodo, como los Pus teres 
de las It::lesias tiene una funcion de d5.reccion y manejo. En este se.!} 
tido, el s:Lnodo es l"l suma cooperada de lns diferenteR Ic;lesi.as, pe
ro las I~lesias son de suyo un~ institucion con persona, nnturaleza 
y func iones propias. El •l\H:) var ias It:,les ias se rr:,unBn s inodalmen te, 
ello obedece a meras rszones de arden espiritual para creAr las con
diciones morales, intelectuales ~r e.spirituoles como cf.ldi--1 I~).esia 
presbiteriana debe manejarse y agruparse para un eficiente testimo
nio Cristiano. 

No conoz.co realmonte la constHucion stnodal, p(3ro 
o. mi en tender e sta es la cond j.c ion de 1 a grup11mien to s inodal. No 8S 

odministrati~To en el sentido de Ecirresa, slno admjnistrntivo en el 
sentido espiritual. Por t3nto, los pastores si bien son designados 
o sefialodos par el S:lnodo, es para funciones espiritur-lles, y por ta_g 
to as dcibil casi haste desnparecer para hncerse imposible la exis
tencia de una verdadera re1Bci6n contrnctual o de 1.nterdepondencin 
que pueda def'inirse h:~jO el regimen ue J.a lGy CiVil. 

Los pastores ser{an en esto caso considerndos como 
verdaderos PATRONOS y en t13l calidnd carecE:Jr:L~:m igualmcnte del der2. 
cho de cesant{a y prestaciones sociales. 

Pero, dado el sentido visi~lemente cnritativo y de 
amor como el S:lnodo ha consultado a los intoresados sohre el parti- , 
cular, en el sentldo de disponer que sol8mente puede pagarse el 50% 
de las prestaciones causad"l.s, 3s hueno deci.r ahorn que este 50% se
r:la la natu:r:-al ohligacion lsg~.'tl que con arreglo A J.a R~~s.53 tendria 
que pagar a sus depend i.E':l1 t'3:s y 11s {, no e nbe pens or s iquterfl que se 
trata de renuncias par parte de los nrpirantes al auxilio de cesnn-
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t1a, sino que esa, y nQ otra, seria la liquidacion ju~ta y legal de 
la cesant:la. 

Deja as! definidos en t~rminos generales el sentido 
de su consulta y me es grato manifestarles que de sarles ~til, po
driamos puntualizar otros aspectos mae.., qUG per ahara, considere 
innecesarios. 

~ucdo su Hermano en Cristo, 

{Firmado) GABRIEL MTJf"lo?. URIBE 

--------------------------------------~-------------------------

El Consejo Administrative del s1nodo, en sus reuniones de junio 
22/23 d& 1955, en Bogota, acordo lo siguiente: 

VIII. Prestaciones Sociales 
1. Fue confirmado el acuerdo de solicitar de la Junta de Misio

nes Extranjeras de N. York {Iglesia Presbiteriana USA) la suma acor 
dada para este respecto en la Reunion del Consejo de Enero de 1955: 

2. Fue aprobado el siguiente "arden para pages" de Prestaciones 
para la Tesorer1a Sinodica: 

1) Rdo. c. Mayorga 0. :. -'$2604.15 9) Lie. Jose c. Ayala 
2) Rdo. Gustavo Villa 4142.70 10) Lie. Juan c. Rocha R. 
3) Rdo. J. Libreros c. 1860.00 11) Lcdo. Justiniano Salas 
4) Rdo. Hernan Bautista 1627.50 12) Rdo. Noel Ramirez B. 
5) Rdo. Julio c. Orozco 696.50 13) Sr. Aurelio Rodriguez 
6) Sr. Octavia Lopez C. 726.15 14) Rdo. Xavier Zarate r. 
7) Sr. Hector Ruiz P. 130.00 15) Rdo. Ricardo Glahn 
8) Rdo. Aristomeno Pvrras3600.00 16) Rdo. Fortunato Castillo 

17) Rd~. Gilberte Torres O. 1950.00 

$2280.00 
1846.00 
1283.37 
1485.00 
11?5.50 
1230.00 
1504.15 
1290 .oo 

3.- Fue acordado au tor tzar al Tesorero para pagar a cad8 uno, su total 
en una sola vez, primeramente a los que ya no son Obreros Preebite
rianos del Siuodo y a los demas en el orden arriba establecido, las 
llamadas "cesant1as sinodicns 11

• 

4 .-Se autorizo al Sccretario General del S)nodo parn que elabore, con 
el consejo del Repre~entante Legal de la CEDEC> un recibo especial 
que cada beneficiado debera firmar al racibir sus "cesAnt:las sinodi 
cas"- (Ac tas Conse jo sino do, Pac. 3, 4; Reuniones Jun io 22/~3, 1955 )"7 

Cabe anotar, asi debe reeonocerse, que para poder dnr cumplimien 
to al pago de estas prestac iones, el S:lnodo ha desarrollado y desa-: 
r~ollara un gran esfuerzo de trabajo y de sacrifioios, que gravite
ran sobre toda la obra en el pais lJOr varies afios, puesto que se ha 
heche necesario hacer los sicuientes ajustes: 

1) "Rc; cor tar" las Subvenc iones Fresh iter iale s, en la sumf'l de ~)2000. 00 
anuales desde 195~3 ha~ta 1960, afio en ol c;1al el 1'ilttmo obroro en 
lista debe haber recibido su psrticipacion. 

2) Solicitar de la Junta de Nut,va York, un auxilio esi_:lecial para com
plementAr el total necer.ario para la cancelaeion de estas prest::tci_£ 
nes. S i la Junta no c once do e ste a u:xil io, e 1 S inc do aumentnrE-! el 
"re corte" de las Subvcnc ionc-s Fre sb iter isles, des de e l afio de 1956. 

3) Des de el 12 de El1cro de 1954 ·en ndelan te, cad a It-:.les ia local es re~ 
ponsable por las prestnciones de su respective 'Pastor y c3da Presbi 
terio responsable per las prestaciones de sus Obreros Comisionados. 

De Uds. atentamente en el Sefl.or, 

Gilberta Torres Gutierrez 
'Secretf!rio General del s:lnodo. 



• Basically the unfavorable conditions for Evnngelic~l ~rk in Colombia remain 
/ 

. " 
unchanged. llevertheleso significant 'f)rogres!l has b<"Em mede in our mission this year. 

The avera,ze attendance et our new church in aGgot& has doubled. in t!:o course ot . . ' 

a year. Ov~r· eighty children ere enrolled in the elementary school which o~erat.es 

·in the church baae:.nent. OUr .ilihle Institu~.e continues to treln teachers nnd 

evnngeUete with a record enrollment of tWenty n.v~ yourae ~o~le. 

' Pnullftnias ond Gerardo 14ilcheo, two cousins vbo are ~monz the firct f'rui te ot 

our wor:( in Colombia, were ordr;ined to the l.utheren ministry June 25, 1955. Oliverio 

Mora will complet.e hie theological tr~intng in December. Rodrigo Quintero, also 

studyipg i:n Argentina, l<Jill hevc finlehod his first year ~t ,Seminary ryy the end of 

1955. Julio Orozco, our tr~~slator, is atudylng at Luther Seminary in st. Faul• 

fl.1nnesote..· 

, February, 19!::.0, trori<:ed the· be~inning of e ne~., station 'I'Iherc nroporty has been 

purchased near Colo:iibie • a net; steel industry. Pronerty hss also been secured in 

another to11m r>n;,l eerviceo rest."t!1ed the:re after an !nt:- rrt.i"tlon of nhout t''our yerirs 

due to ~ersecution. In a third nlece, i'i!:erc "'ore Wt!IIJ oiml1arly intcrr>..!'":lted, fi.ft.oen 

( hn"nel, school rmd nareonngc. 

Preoart1tion of Pn ell-Luthersn hyrinel rnd service bO:-:>k in Smmi..oh b:>e ~:eg;un • 

. Our 11tcrnt.drc co·r~'r.itt.cc coonerotes in t..hts im!>ortent ventur(·· 



Several shots were exot~nged 1n the street. 

· • dc;or of the '!)&1m-thatched parsonage. Before the breathless messenger could f'1n1aJ:a hie 

atoey the miasioMry wee f'oll~ing cloee on hie heels aa they hurried to the aoene ot 

the tragedy. There on the unoaved street, mortall7 WOWlded, lay e. auan,er grownlng 

patheticallJa "&AY~denme a mor1r1 1 A~4enu a mortr!• (Help me to cltet llelp me to d1e1} 

There was no time to waste on formalities. [neelln& beside him the al•alonary tried 

earnestly to drive deep into the conaciouanesa of tbe dfing m~n pertinent truth• from 

the lforcl ot Gocl, such as •aelien on thet Lord Jeeua Clarlet and thou shalt. be aavecl ••• •; 

•It we Gonfess our sins lie is f'a1 thf'W. and just. to fbqiv•••• •, «God be merciful to me, 

a sinner ••• • Then followed tense IDOIIIent.e of revereat silence. Death had come. 

Throughout years of tragedy and upheaval in OOloabia we rAve experienced that the 

Gospel is truly the power of' God for salvation to eve170ne who beli:..-vr.s. It 18 a vital 

message to the dying and to the living, a treasure which we have "in earthen Teasels•. 

The faith which tl~e tfo!"d bas id.ndled 1n t.be heaM.s ot our Colombian brethren bume 

fiercely, yet with a ~ure snd et.eady flame. · While tbe extremelJ difficult si~at.ion 

· in wbioh our worlc is carri~d on remains basically Ullohanged, progress bae been phe .. •omenal. 

A year RgQ t~~ everage attendance at. cur new church in BogotB was about one hundred. 

Now it is about two hundred and reJ)Orta indicate that wre end lll:.>re are coming to a 

lcnowledge of t..he Gosnel not only in Jogot: but 1n other places a1 so. 
I 

In a t'\1rel congregation, whose oroperty was destroyed by mob action in 1950, olans 

~re under way and materials are being made to build a new chanel, a oarsonege and a 

sch.ool. This 18 sll the more interesting when we uuderst.a.nd that seYel'1ll of those "'ho 

toolc ~rt in tr.c destruction are now helping t.o rebuild the property and aome or them ore 

receiving instruction in the Christian faith in orcler to become members of that church. 

Pausanias t>.'Uchee and Gerardo :.iUohee, two oouiBs who are among the firet-tnaita 

of our Lutheran work in Colombia, were ordained to the holy ministry on June 26, 1955. 

Qod haa laid liis hand on other young men who will be leaders in our Colombian ohl.\roh. 

One will have been graduated from seminar.v when yo~ read this. Another will have completed 

hie first year of theological training. More are soon to enter tr-1' seminary. Twent)"•five 

young neople arP enrolled this year in our ~ible Institute. Our elementary school in 

I I,. ~ 
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the oapl tal le -.,Ufatlng at t~ seems •. 

OUr Luther League and women's groupe oarry on their meetings end !lble at.Y41 .. 

et,tlo~entlJ without the help of misatonarlea or Oolomblen paetore. 
I . 

. A new .tua1on etatton has been opened th1a 7enr neer ColO.b1a1e 1aportant uew 

••1 1n4ueU,. 

thea~ are but. t.1Dy enetohea from the wonclerM etoey which God 11 wrlUq on 

~ hearte here ln, t.be. Aa4es. it._ la a eto17 whioh JOllr preJere haye a great. part. ln 

telllq. Do remember to prq1 ••• •tor a ,tde door tor ef'f'eoti.e work has. opened to •• 

and there are ~ adveraarlea•. 

-Amt'eld o. Morek: 



• 
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Ilrn>RME GENERAL 
pare. 1955 

presentado al CAP enero 16, 1956 

"" ( CU~ye_jo /ldm /n:5(r~ f,'vtJ Prvv/siona..l) 
11 Me quedare (en Efeso haste. Pentecostes) porque se me ha abierto una puerta grande 
y prometedora, aunque hay muchos adversarios11 --I Cor. 16:8, 9 (Ver. Nac-Col.). 

Me parece que estas palabras del-Ap6stol Pablo escritas desde Efeso, a los 

Oorintios, hace muchos siglos ya, tienen gran significado actnal para los cristianos 

de Colombia. Describen lac6nicamente la si tuac16n de nuestra iglesia Colombians 

en esta hora. Q,uien de nosotros no ha quedado pa.smado al considerar la manera en 

que Dios ha obrado en nuestro medio? Rodeados, como estamos, de inmensas dificul-

tades, restringuidos en nuestras actividades, denegrados y persiguidos~ no obstante 

nos hallamos ante 11una puerta grande y prometedora11 que Dios nos ha abierto. Es 

cierto que despediroos el aiio con nueve de nuestro mimero encarcelados por causa 

del Evangelic v que otros han sufrido prisiones y afrentos en el curso del afio y 

que se procure. constantemente cerrar nuestros colegios y trancar el progreso del 

Evangelio en toda forma. Pero no faltan oportunidades de hacer llegar la Palabra 

de Dios a los corazones de los que nos buscan para oirla y parece que nuestros colegios 

go zan de mas acogida que nunca, pues 1a Palabra de Dios no esta presa. En todas 

partes se va aumentando la asistencia en los cultos v ann donde no se pueden reunir 

no falta la voluntad v el entusiasmo por el Evangelic. 

En Parpa el testiroonio de la fe se ha. concretado tambien en termino s de piedra 

v cemento al venir levantandose paulatinamente las paredes del nuevo santuario. 

Damos gracias a Dios por la obra que con tanta abnegaci6n se ha logrado hacer. 

LR.mentamos, sin embargo, que el enemigo haya podido causar una division entre los 

mismos hermanos de esa. congregacion, co sa que consti tuye un peligro myor que el de 

los ateques efectuados desde a.fuera. Es nuestra. oraci6n ferviente que el Esp!ritu 

Santo pueda obrar la unidad entre esos queridos hermanos para que reine nuevamente 

el a.mor y la. concordia dentro de esa fortaleza evangelica que constituyen los 

hermanos de Socota. 
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• En :11 Cocu.v se di6 un paso importante al adquerir casa p:ropia para la obra. 

![ entusiasmo que es evidente alla y en El Carrizal, y la aumentada asistencia en 

ambos lugares, es sefial de que Dios ha bmldecido los esfuerzos de les liuenos hermanos 

de esa region. 

En Sogamoso, donde Dios nos ha dado propiedad tambien, se van desenvolviendo 

los principios de una obra MQV prometldora de edueacion y de evangelizacion. Existe 

la urgente necesidad de levantar una construccion que sirva para vivienda, colegio y 

una capilla provisional en el lote que hemos comprado. 

Desde la extensa parroquia casanarena tambien nos llegan noticas animadoras. 

Aunque el trabajo del pastor ha consistido principalmente en visitar de casa a casa 

ha sido posible tambien celebrar cultos en su "fundacion",.Finlandia, yen otras 

partes. Estando proscri to el funcionamiento de escuela.s evangelicas en esa region, 

los hermanos alla se hallan con el problema de la educacion de sus hijos. Para algunos 

• de ellos la soluci6n, en parte, ha sido el establecimiento de los colegios internados 

de Sogamoso y de Bogota. 

Dios nos ha proporcionado nuevas victorias en Tunja.. Son varios los que han 

aceptado a Cristo como a su Salvador. La asistencia en la escuela vacacional yen 

los cultos ha sido muv animadora y hay mucho entusiasmo por poner en marcha una 

escuela este ano en la capital boyacense. Sin duda se esta tambien cosechando algunos 

de los frutos de lo que otros han sembrado con paeiencia y con lagrimas en ese duro 

campo. 

En Medell!n el progreso ha sido mas lento no obstante los buenos esfuerzos de 
. 

los hermanos a cuyo cargo esta la obra. Se espera que el grupo de creyentes que 

asisteL pueda formar el Ddcleo de una congregacion luterana en la capital antioquena 

Y que se vayan encaminando en el Evangelic otras muchas personas que hasta ahora no 

han conocido su mensaje. 

Bogo~a no deja de ser un centro importante no s6lo para los de aqu! sino para 
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4lt toda la obra de nuestra Iglesia en Colombia. A la "Iglesia de El Redentor~ llegan 

los hermanos de otras partes cuando estan en la capital, y el Insti tuto :B!blico tanto 

como el reci~n establecido internado continUan al servicio de nuestra juventud. 

Es :prometedor, ademas, el progreso que se va haciendo hacie. la formacicSn de una 

iglesia realmente nativa de Colombia. 

Fu.e motivo de gran regocijo la ordenaci6n de nuestros :primeros candidates al 

santo ministerio. Otro acaba de termina.r sus est12d1os teologicos y otros se estan 

pre:parando para servir eficazmente en los varios ramos de la obra. En terminos 

generales se :puede decir que en solamente dos de los siete lugares :principales de 

trabajo queda la direcci6n de la obra exclusivamente en manos de misioneros extranjeros. 

Es de vital importaneia no solo la pre:paracion de los conductores de la iglesia 

sino tambien una. indoctrinaeion profunda de los miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo. Es 

nuestro deber de predicar y ensenar segnn la orientacion b!blica y luterana que es 

• nuestra herencia, e fin de que cada miembro sepa lo que cree y porgue lo eree. 

S6lo e.s! :podem:>s llegar a tener una iglesia robusta y sana. Jamas d.ebem:>s deeir (o 

dejar la impresicSn) que no importa la orientaci6n doctrinal. Con la seriedad en 

asuntos de la fe se fomenta tambien un esp!ri tu ecumenico mas sane y se evi ta mas 

el peligro de que pasen personas de otras iglesias a nuestras filas por motive de 

disgustos mas bien que por conviccion. 

Pedimos al Senor que nos perd.one todo en lo que hems faltado y que nos 

fortalezca para nuevas conquistas hoy y manana. Ante nosotros queda abierta una 

11puerta grande y :prometedora11 J Entremos por ella con el fervor de qui en pregona 

la.s buenas nuevas y con la tranquila fe y la paciencia de quien ha de ensenar, com 

d.ice Jesus, 11 todas las cosas que os he mandado 11 • Y 11he aqu! yo estoy con vcsotros todos 

los d!as haste. el fin del mundo. Amen.•• 

--Arnfeld c. Morek 
Presidente 



3pe~~.c:l Cor::f'e:..·ence ·· -L1::.a l8 , I r 5' 

The Conference \f&S calleG. t~ o>:"der by Su.pt. A. c. Mo:--ck 
Devotions were ~ed Mis~ Belva ~erlien 
Present wo1e: Pastor & Mre:. Arnfeld Morek, Paster & Mr~" Gerhard ua',.rem, Misses 
Belva Nerlien, Joyce Bergh, Helen Danielson, Elizabeth Heerde, Ve.lborg Torkelson 
and Corn•lia Jensen. 

~. Finances 

A. Voted to approve the designation made in April by the Executive Committee of 
the sums resulting from tho gifts received for tho Work. 

B. Voted that due to tho social circumstances which make it necessary for Oliverio 
Mora to have his mother live with him in Tunja (He is one of our single men 
workers) a bonus of 475.00 a month be granted him for such time as the situa
ti.>n continues. Note: other simiJ.ar cases that may arise in the future shall 
be dealt with individually. 

C. Voted to approve the decision made by tho Executive Committee to givo $100.00 
to Alfonso Corso in appreciation of service rendered in the Work in tho Vocuy 
area during the last Institute vacation, and that this be applied to his 
study at the Bible Institute. 

D. Voted to approve the usc of the gift of $5QO.OO u. s. for Tunja Mission 
House improvements. 

E. Voted approval 
i28.50 u. 
29.00 II 

12.13 " 

of tho designation of other gifts as follows: 
s. for Communion Set 

for pictures 
for Film strips 

F. Voted that the gift of $109.50 which was sent to Quanruds be used in ·· 
defraying construction costs of tho extra Class rooms at tho Bible 
Institute. 

G. Voted that gifts in the amount of $88.00 U. s. received for children work be 
divided us follo~s: 

t)0,00 pesos on paying D. v. B. S. deficit from 1955 
The bo.lnnnc to be used towards do~o.ying cost. ot Book Cases 

for the Bogota Church Educativnnl Unit. The ~H.ssion Furr.iturc Committee to 
arrange fur tho construction of sumo. 

T: .. Vct"'d, that in view of the fact that Hilma Bello will not be studying, the 
~:;')0.00 U. s. Schol~>rship given for her from Portland be applied towards 
travel and inciden·L~l expences for Gustavo Rodriguez in going to U. s. to 
study, provided this change meets wi::.h approval f:rom th<:. .:onc:rs. 

I. Voted to purchase a typewriter for the "Mission Offic<::. 11 (on the Field) leav
ing tho present machine for tho trfu>Slaters~~o; and that the gift of $100.00 
U. S. rccoivod by Morek bo used towards its purchase. Tha balance to be 
cvvcred by forthcomi~g gifts. 

II. Education 

A. Voted to recommend to the Colombia Christian Fellowship that the support 
formordly L;iv,. :1 by thom towards Loti cia Corzo's support now be applied 
towards Olga Mora's support in view of tho fact that Leticia Corzo is not 
touching noH. 



• 
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B. Voted that the Missi0n a.srume no financial rosponsib:Ll.ity for Gustavo Fernando~ 
as 11 ambulant 11 tca.cber in Fo.rpa • 

C. Votod to rocommc~d Juanita Montoyu. fo. Sc~L~::-.r;r stutly when that l:o poseib1o. 

III. Literature 

A. Voted that wo sell Hallosby 's Book on "PRAYER" at $2.40 pesos and the 
book "LIFE OF LUTHER" in Spanish by Stoleo at $8.00 pesos. 

B. Voted that we request full E. L. c. representation at tho Spanish Hymnal 
Meeting to be held in Chicago August 15-31, 19,56, and that Harold Olson 
replaco Arnfeld Morek at that Mooting. 

C. Voted that in in response to tho invitation from the Fncultnd Luternna de 
Teo1og1a in Buenos Aires for Pastor Arnf.nld Morek to attend the Meeting of 
organization and dedication of tho Seminary September 14-16, 19,56

1 
he mnkc 

arrnngomonts to attend. (Exponcos are covered by tho Sominnry Budget.) 

IV. Voted to adjourn. 



Joint ~l;, 3ti~g o::' tho Mission Ccn:fcrcnco r.nd tho P. } •• C. 
J \4"::0 25 ~ 19.5 5 

The Mecti~1g was c:..~lud. "".o order Supt. & Prcoident -~trfo)d C. Morek 
D3votion v;a.; lee: o:r .?as-..:.or Gornrdo :rlilcho3 .. follvto:::l-1 h~: D. seaSO!l OJ.' prayer. 
A hoar~y W'O .:..~omo wns r=xtondod to all t:; Supt. Morek. 
Voting Membr::s present wore: Morek, Qu.:mrud (whc rott.:.rnt.d to Colombia the 24th), 
Ostrom, M::.ssos !';orlion, Torkelson, Danielson, Bergh, Heerdo of Missionaries, and 
Gerardo Wilchos, Pausanias Wilches, Gustavo Rodr:lguez, Manuel Perez, Vidal Mora, 
Pascual Silva of tho Colombian brethren on the P. A. C. Present were also the now 
~embers of tho P. A. c.: Oliverio Mora and Juanita Montoya who replace Gerardo 
Wilchas and Vidal lviora. Cornelia Jonson, Hildur Morek and Holone Ostrem were 
also present. 

I. Evangelism 

A. Voted to hold a Special Meeting for interested persons, especially our 
Wcr~crs and mombers of tho Mission Conference and P. A. c. on July 2;, 1956 
beg:i..nuing n.t 9:00 A. M., as we expect to ho.ve Dr. Andrew Burgess here at 
thut timo. 

B. Voted that in view of a latter of reconciliation from the accusing party, th3 
discipline which was found necessary to apply. to Ariel Bello, Hilma Bello, 
El:l Abril and Bayardo Porras be teroinated. 

c. Voted that the retiring secretary of the P. A. G. write the persons involved 
and tho Congregation of Parpa regarding this decision in Evangelism B. 

11. Miscellaneous 

A. Voted to write the Parpa Congregation in reply to tho lottor received that 
is signed by a large number of the members asking us to act in their be hal~ 
before tho Government in favor of tho Work in that region. (Wo arc happy to 
be able to inform that we have boon doing that and that we shall continuo 
doing ull we possibly can.) 

III. Education 

A. Voted thr'ot v>C :..:--~cr:.':lor:.c1 J-...w.ni-:.o Montoya to the Mission for Soninary study 
in l<Q"/ 

B • Voted th:::.t (A•stuvu Fu1 n~:dez 's offer to conduct an mn.buln.nt school in Parpa 
co· r0 ;j0~t3d :.m1os.01 it be made as c petition by the pn.:ccnts. 

C. Vo~:.od that Mr. Ro<:ribo Q.uintoro be given opportunity for Rm-al work in 
Ura.guay, or Argen~~in<J. dt:.rL;.g l"'OX7. vacation if' fcasi.blo. 

D. Voted to raiso the price of board at tho Bible Institute to fifty pesos a 
m:-~th bogi:;.1ning n'3Xt school ynar. 

E. Voted to chango Cl~uso No. 7 of' th'3 Bibl3 Ins7.it~~u Prospectus to road~ 
"'rhe Church (or !1-iiso~.on) (~res nut guaro.ni3c wo:ck ·to anyone upon 

er::vluut.ion fron the Schooi!1 • 

F. Voted to fix the price per pu)U d the Boarding school o.t fifty pesos 
fo.~ noYt yo'·"-. Sor.~e of this to b0 o.ppliod 0n i,u.~+icn as wc-.s dono this year. 

G. Voted thc..t -:,he, Ed'..lcntio:J.al r.onni++,o., together with Mr. Jviwrc:c restudy the 
Cu~ri~l.cl tJL 'lf' +.he Bil-J l,:; !:1st i +.ute. 



H. v-Jtori. that. in 1/:0.cn 0f ~~ .... 'Hrlal Moru. 's peti-l,ion for SOJ:le help for tho 
:.2prcvo~on+.o in ·':".i1·.~ 0n:r·izu.1 sc·:1nol} ~or· eu.~'l-J. :)',q:,o ·that tho P'.H,ple there 
:·pi.:;c for tn·).+, p1J;;li.IS•) .:.!·1c 1~isl:1;t:n w~ 11 hulp "'·U.n i,hs- svm3 sun up to one 
:-.~n~~AO J pt:H.:OD _. Ut!d ~ .. h~:..~ :,;hi-3 IJ.0~;JJY ·LJ;;. tl.:'~c ...... :" 1:\lr.l gift J:1('rJ.Oy that comCIS in 
t-·~~ :.0~1~.ol. p • ..:..Apv~}~'•t: ,, (',.-o-:.;<Hl ~y C•on:~'e::.·onGv ..;~:1~· ~ 

A. Yotod. tc rocouuond to tho Board thd Ostr-?n bo gro.ntc1d tioo according to 
+.~1.~ re~,lost !:!.ado by tho Clinic·:Hospital C:ooraittec (of' tho ProJ;Josvd Evangol
ic&l Hospital) 

1 
to prcsc:mt the Co.usc of the propoded. Ev.:mgelical Hot:Jpita.l 

while c:m furlough in interest of i'J.r.ds :for its oro<:ticn~ with tho uni!.or
ste..."'lding that this is to be preeontod anong thFJ ·various Evn.r..go lical 
Donooinations. (Voted by both Conference and PAC.) 

V. Placc:::J.cnte 

A. Voted to reconsider the placements as uade in January of P~uso.nias Wilches 
~c Julio Orozco duo to circunstancos which have nrison sin<.:o thor .• 

B. Voted tho.t the following placements be confirmed or oade: 

Sogaooso • • 

Tunja. • • • 

Cocuy • • • 

Plains • • • 

Bogota • • • 

Institl;.to • • 

• Pausanins Wilchos 
Olger Quanrud (Especially directing tho construction) 
Oliverio Mora 
Belva Narlion 
Valborg Torkelson Olga Mora 
Elizabeth Eberdo Loonildo Montoya 
Gerardo Wilchos 
Hernan Ariza 
Arnfold Morek Literature and 
Julio Orozco pastoral work 
lillen Danielson 
Ariel Bello (in the southern areas of tho City) 
Iio.rold Olson 
Cornelia. Jensen 
Mario Lara (Expecting that Mr. Lara will continue 

to teach as part o:f additional staff 
noodod) 

C, Yot:.c ~'ho.t tM t"!.oc fc:-- tn.king poesession of t.heir placeoents on the part 
of' .?3.us:mi:..s !\:j_ i::h::;:;, .:~ r.,fc::! Merck n..'"ld Ju::.io Ore~zco be subject to tho 
~nto of Mr. ~·ior::t"ly'1''s 1u:tvir~ for stady • .b.-'"ld that should it result 
iupc::;;:;i1:;~D :~o c.rr;;.n.~c fL•r l·tr~ M<·~-toy~t t0 go to stuC:y thus in 19.)7 recon
ciJ.e:..·cticn uf th0 p~h.;GDnn-t ol' ~k.'.rck, Wil~hes and Orozco be oo.de. 

D. Vot,ed tho.t Olg~r Quc .. nru..:i Gn C':.o.·t.5.on &o.d for T~mja.. 
E. Voted ti:o.t H.:::.::.·cl·~ 0l.sfJ;l bo stntion Hcc.d for Coccy D_ft.er OstrEm loaves for 

f;;.~lougi.1 until b3gin."l4;g "Jf' Jnstitl.ttc.h 
F~ v.;;t~rl tim:.. Ju·::--.1\::lu :'b.t:.~ to Stc.+,ic::-1 Hond fc:r Bogotn 

(TlEF voted by Ccnr'orcncc) 

VI. S.E,cci<?-1 
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UNITED EY ANGELICAl, J.UTHERAN CHURCH 

April 9, 1956 Blair, Nebraska 

Pastor and Mrs. 
Aparado Aereo 
Colombia, South 

c. Morek 

Dear Friend: 

At our S;:modical 'J.l,I.s. board meeting ,-;e ;;rere dcC'-'-Ssing methods of giving 
our people more kno-,7le~..ge of the uorl~ on the forei:_:;n field. Fasto:r- John 
1Jielsen of Nm~thfield, Ili.nnesota m-ote--

I 
! 

For som.e time no1-:r I have felt that I haven 1t had adequate mission 
coverage in the y uth section. In o:;:-ceT to partiall;r remedy tl1is 
sit.uation I have c.s~:ed lfargarot Nissen to do 2n article fo::- me 
before she goes b cl: to Sudan. Hor; I would like to offer you, 
the W.E.S., the o" )O:c~tunity to prssent the needs of missions not 
only to the ladie of the church but clso to the young people 
through a rer;ular letter in the t.i',ird issue of TAL each 
month. If some B your stc>~f ':~ould m.;o.l:e the arra.YJ.genents 
of TJri ting C..o the various mission2.2~ies a11d .::.ssigning them their 
months, I :T01.1J_d b very happy to :r'1I':l the lett-ers. I would s:.:ggest 
that t.~:ey rLm fro. (QQ-J0('0-1m'~ds -Zncl that they be 2cco:rn.pcnied by 
a pict1.1~e ei tl-ler f -t11e missionc:-.:1.~- o~"1 of nati \te r1ission scenes. 
(The Lutter .L~;:~:u_ --=:7~3uld p2:,r fo:." t~1c cu-ss. ':'_'hen if you should 
decic.e to print 2 other n:ission booklet, you co1..~lci use them..) The 
letters, if they ~-.,.,s to appear in the thi ·d iss:le, should be in :m;;,r 
1 ' b . ' d n -'-h " -'-h - l d .J.. t • m ~ 7 h "12::.1CLS ;/ t,~:_e en. .I c. e pTeceecrrnz nonv!-• ..L ·;-;ou_ • Slla e ln ~ C2.C--

tine a let-;:er e>.p!cea.rec th2.t :o.ro";:-:--::;enc;-:ts haC. been made by the -.. r.;L. S. 

If you sh')uJ.d be intc'"csted in tllis offer, p1sase no-:~i:cy me c..s soon 
as possible. I think it T:o-J.ld l.;e -.~ell if we c::n.1ld <'-'""-~rc>-nge c.. cor.nle 
lst-~ers befo;'e comrent.ion so tho.t you could c.ctua"i.ly refer the 
ladies to the11 at you~ meeting. Tl12.t -rro-:..J_ld ?J_ccn tl12~t I sh:n.1ld l1ave 
the La;y letter by the end of Ap:."il and the J-:..me let/c.e::." by the end 
of' Ec>.y. If you -:;ou1d hc:;.ve .. the ::ri.ssiona.:ries aend the lt:::t·:~e:cs clirect1;r 
to -me, it 1-rould se:·.ve tine. 

-~e t:"link this is a good t~ug:~;estion and. especic:.J..ly tr;y-:i.ng to get the yo1mg 
people to be interested in missions. ·:ie feel tl1is ·,·;oulci reach even more 
than a m.ouling list. 



(2) 

April 9, 1956 

So Tie have made out the follo-dng schedule and ho:oe you rill be vdlling 
to help us 1ii th these letters. 

Helen Danielsen Nov. Helen :ilargaret Jacobsen 

Pastor Lloyd 1Jeve Dec. 

July 1~·. ','; ahlgren Jan. urs. ':'fahlgren 

Lug. I."::-s. ~-'aul Johnson Feb. Pasta~~ Paul Jol:.'1son 

j/'sept.-.. Pastor Mo:::-cl: 

Oct. - I.t.·s. Lloyd Neve Apr. 

You -.·Jill note that Pastor ::-ielsen 1~-::.·i tes w.r:.'1.::,t ~1onld :r::ea."Yl that I should 
~·lave tl1e :_~a;I let ·:~er by tl1e end of April n. If :rou 22'8 --::ill; ng to -r:ri te 
a letter ·-rould you please see that your letter re::-.ches ?2.stor Jolm Eielsen-
316 I;orth ?lun Street - Northfield, Ein-:-cesota, by the end of the Donth 
Tihich prec".eeds the nonth op )os::.. te your n-=~~e. If you do not feel you ca'1. 
do tr2s ?lease advise me. 

Since::..·ely, 

7Y/lw.Ti11~ 
I..irs. T. c. Em1sep 

ado 



Pastor John Nielsen 
}16 N. Plum Street 
Northfie 1 d, Minne80ta 

Dear ?astor Nielsenz 

Bogot,, Colombia 
August 21, 1956 

We are happy for the opportunity presented to us by Mrs. T.C. Hansen, President 
of the WMS, in her letter of April 9, 1956, to present the cause o~ our church in 
Colombia through occasional articles in the Ansgar Lutheran. This letter is to 
comply with Mrs. Hansen's request that we write directly to you. 

The Luther League in particular will be interested in knowing that Pastor Pausanias 
Wilches, who was ordained a year ago last June, was installed July 29 as the pastor 
of our Bogot& church. He has been assistant pastor since hie ordination, Gerhard 
Ostrem being the senior pastor. We are striving to place the work here more and 
more in the hands of Colombians and therefore believe that it is an important step 
forward each time a congregation has a national pastor. It is encouraging to 
hear Pastor Wllches 1 solidly Biblical and Christ-centered sermons. He also teaches 
Catechism in the.Bible Institute which it baa been my privilege to head up this year 
in Pastor Harold Olson's absence. 

The Bible Institute started its school year the first of March with 28 students, 
the largest enrollment in its history. The school year will close with s special 
service in our church on Reformation Day. You probably know that our program does 
not only consist of bible courses but also secondary school and some normal training. 
Some of the graduates serve as teachers in our elementary day schools, a few have 
gone on to study theology and become !>astors and others go back to their communi ties 
and jobs as better-prepared and more effective Christian witnesses. Lack of class
room and dormitory space made it necessary to put up a temporary construction, 
giving us two additional classrooms, and to remodel a ~rt of the old building for 
additional dormitor.y space (see accompanying pictures). 

At the annual meeting of our still unorganized church a Colombian Luther League 
vas organized with the interesting name of 8 Juventud del Castillo Fuerte• (Youth of 
the Mighty Fortress). This identifies us as a Lutheran youth group and automatically 
ttves us the great hymn of the Reformation as our Luther League hymn. Leagues from 
Bogota:, El Cocuy, SOgamoso and Parpa will be active in this national organization. 
While tLe missionaries pushed hard to have a Colombian elected as Luther League 
president, majority vote favored Miss Belva Nerlien, capable youth director during 
the last several years on our Colombian field. 

In Spetember Mr. Gustavo Rodr!guez and family will leave for St. Paul, Minnesota, 
where he plana to study education at the University of Minnesota in preparation 
for special service in our educational program in Colombia. 

I have related these facts in the form of a letter and in rather loosely constructed 
paragraphs, without any attempt at literary style, so please feel ~ree to edit them 
and us~ them in any wsy you may wish. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Arnfeld C. Morek 
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In the face ot the IU.D1' lbd.t.atiou which baa-per the 

lateral extension of' our work it is encouraging to be able to 

report progress in the developaent ot a responsible church ia 

Oolombia. Within the last two mont.he two groupe of belieyera 

have been organized aa congregationsJ those of Cannere and 

El Ooclq. In TUnja there are twelve earoll eel ila the adult. 

confirmation class. When these are coafirmed 1 t is hoped t.bat 

the congregation there ~ also be detlnitely organized. 

Oolombia was& "TOward a Responsible Church•. Bearly all of 
ablJ 

the studies and evangelistic messages vere/gtven by Colombian 

pastors and lq meabers. 

A national Luther League was orgaaizeci at this sae meeting 

which will bear the interesting naae of •Juventud del Oaatillo 

fl'uert.e• (Youth of' the Mi.ght-7 Fortress). 

-A. C. Morek 



---
"HI'l'RERTO THE LORD BAS HELPED US" 

(1956 High-lights on Colombia Mission) 
by Supt. .Arn.feld c. Jlorck 

"Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Jeahanah, 

and called its name Ebenezer; tor he said, 'Hitherto the Lord has helped us.'" 

I Sam. 7al2. 

Upon taking stock of our God-given trust in Colombia at the close of 

another year (1956), it behooves us also to put up a "Stone of Help", 8Zl 

Ebenezer - - tor tlod's faithfulness and a.lmtghty help have indeed been great! 

Once again, aurrotmded by impossibilities, we have watched our God do the 

impossible! To Rim be thanks and praise for having kept us in the :faith and for 

having eatl.Sed & few souls whom we have served to em'b:raoe this our precious :faith. 

Humbled by our faUures, our negligence and the little we have accomplished, 

we kneel before God in confession and praise. We are indeed "tmprofi'table · 

servants." Yet .ft are also objects of Ria unmerited love and mercy which 

become to us a greater marvel each dq. Row fitting for us is the exclamation 

b;y this bearded sage of by-gone mUlem1iumaa "Hitherto the Lord has helped us!" 

The politico-religious picture remains much the same. The year began with 

nine of our members imprisoned in Sooot4. Later, pastors P. Wllches and o. 

Bora, and Ariel and Arquimedes Bello spent about a week in the same place, 

aooused of subversive activities. Ariel. Bello was imprisoned a third time in 

SoootA and kept in custody for a :t"ew days in the 'l'unja penitentiary, among 

criminals of long standing, until he was released. 'l'he Bello family and others 

in the SocotA area have continued to be objects or persecution and threats. 

Redress has been difficult, not to ~ impossible, since the trouble has cOn

sistently and deliberately been instigated by_tbe local Roman Catholic priest. 

(The Roma.'l Catholic clergy is immune to interference by the arm of civil law.) 

Mr. Carlos Leal, who courageously kept building the walls of the new 

chapel in Parpa (to replace the one destroyed by Roman Catholic fanatics in 

1950) finally had to abandon the work to spend some time in the same foul-smelling 



"Hitherto the Lord has Helped us" 

jail of Socotf.. lie is now among the refugees tr,y.ing to make a living in tb.e 

capital, and the stllrdy stone walls he built stand roof'less as a tacit witness 

to a faith which can wait. 

Our primar,y schools in Pa:rpa and Rausa still remain "sealed" in .open 

violation of' the national Constitution. A new decree in the field of education 

went into effect in 1956, requiring that religion in all public and private 

schools where Roman Catholics are enrolled be taught b.Y a Roman CathoLic. !his 

forced Evangelical schools to require signatures of all parents enrolling their 

children, to the effect that they are non-Roman Catholic. ~Any nominal Catholics 

with Protestant inclinations sign; others vacillate because of what this 118.7 

entail for their business, the education of older children, or beoan&e the;r are 

not able to stand by the same a.fi'irmation before the local ecclesiastical 

authorities. We understand that the Roman Church is now taldn.g a house to 

house census in order to bring pressure to bear upon arrr who might deflect 

from its ranks. A shoemaker who is taking instruction for membership in our 

church and whose children are enrolled. in our school had to give up his rented 

home a.nd shop as a result of the public announcement from the pulpit of' the 

local Roman Catholic Church of his excommunication. 

This bigoted attempt to strangle Protestant education appears all the 

more preposterous when it is taken into account that in Colombia less than 

half of school-age children attend school and that the national school ~stem, 

from primary to univer'.i ty levels, is directly controlled by the Roman Catholic 

Church. 

Nevertheless, our sohools in :BogotA, Sogamoso and El Carrizal continued, 

with a somewhat smaller attendance; a school was reopened in El Coo~, and in 

Tunja a school was started, the first Evangelical school to operate in that 

city. 



"Hitherto the Lord has Helped us" 

Enrollment at our :Bible Institute was 28, the largest in its histor;y. 

t.rwenty five students completed.· the year and three were graduated. llore olaas 

room and dormitory spaoe had to be provided, even though five as~irants had. 

to be turned ~ because of failing the admittance examination~ It is hard 

to turn down these young people, some of whom hare not had the opportunity 

to complete their 'grade school work because our :rural schools are not ulo118d, 

b;y local authorities, to operate. But we have 110 ohoioe if the level of' work 

done in the Institute is to qualify students to teach in our primary schools 

when they graduate. 

During the course of the yea.r two congregations were organized; thuse of 

E1 CoOlV' and Casana:re. Our young people's groups were organized into a 

national Luther League whioh they call "Juventud del Castillo Fuerte" ("Youth 

of the Mighty Fortress"). 

The :Bogot! congregation, served since August first by Colombian Pastor 
. 

Pausanias Wilohes, assumed responsibility for his salar.y and other current 

expenses. Membership has not increased at the rate that could be expected, 

taking into account the number of refugees that come to live in the capital. 

This may be due to their attending the ohuroh nearest the place they happen 

to locate, and in some oases because we have tailed to show on the rural level 

that the Lutheran Church is different and thus instill in them sufficient 

loyalty to seek it out as the only choice upon coming to Begot!. 

More responsibility in financial support is evident in most of our groups 

even if the net results do not seem very tangible over against the continued 

rise in cost of living and the diffioul ty many have in getting pqing jobs. 

Efforts are made to attack this problem from two anglesa deepening of the 

spiritual life and responsibility of members, and helping them find ~s o~ 

strengthening their economic standing. 

3. 



-Hitherto the Lord has Helped ~ 

On the whole, there is need of striving tor a more spontaneous witness 

on the part of .our members. The little struggling, but winning, group at Tunja 

is to be commended in this respect tor leading the WEJ:3 in more organi.zed 

visitation of prospective members 'b7 volunteers in the congregation. Eight 

new members were conti:rmed in Tunja on Ohristmaa »q. 

Services in Jledellin were discontinued in Jlaroh when it became neoessar,y 

tor Pastor Quanrud to take his wife to the United Sta:tes tor further medical 

treatment. All medical resources here had been tapped. to no avail. Wha.t 

finally proved to be mu1 tiple myeloma brought death to Phoebe Q.uanrud only 

tlrree days af'ter reaohing the States. Her going on to rest in the presence_ 

of the Lord ends a beautiful l'-fe of consecrated witness to God's love. The 

sweet humility of her ministry is keenl.7 missed by all ot us and not least by 

Pastor Quanrud and. son Nathanael who returned to Colombia in Juue. 

Ur. Julio c. Orosco, who returned to Colombia in llay af'ter a. yea:r of studT 

at Luther Semina.ry in St. Paul, lfinn., has continued in the literature program, 

his main assignment during the year being translation of the Lensld. Commenta.r.r. 

Mr. Oc1;avio L6pez, with his family, went to Argentina to begin his theo

logical training at the "Fa.cultad Luterana de Teologia" whose new building 

'flaB dedicated in September. Mr. Rodrigo Quintero completed his second. year 

of stud3 at the same seminary. 

Mr. Gustavo Rodriguez, active member of' our Colombian church, and member 

of its Provisional Administrative Council, began a special course of' graduate 

work in education at the University of" ltinnesota. We are especially grateful 

to Pastor A.V:. Haugan and Dr. R.A. Syrd.al for mald.ng the Rodriguez f"amily 

feel at home in St. Anthony Park. 

.Arohi tectural plans tor the Sogamoso project were finally completed and 

approved. by the municipality, and construction ready to begin. Gratitud. is 



"Hitherto the Lord has Helped us" 5. 

e expressed to our f'riends of the W.JI.F. in llorth America. who have faith to 

launch o~t with us on a major bulld.ing program in Colombia todq. lrr. Juan 

N. Montoya has done a good piece of work in that city. Four children and one 

ad.ul t were baptised aM. eleven were confirmed in Sogamoso in December. 

Righl.igbts of the year were the annual "Aaamblea" of our church in June 

and the Centennial celebration of Protestantism in Colombia in July. At this 

time we:'., were a.lso blesud. and iruspired by ~he visit of Dr. Andrew s. Burgess, 

Profe~sor of Missicna at Luther Seminar.f. 

Membership gains were not large on our field; only 59 during the year a 

17 ohUdren baptized, 1 ad.ul t baptized, · 41 confirmed converts from nominal 

Romanism. 

lktt knowinjftha:t "Jiitherto the Lord has helped us", we look with realistic 

confidence to the future. Plans are under way to launah a "family al tar• 

campaign in our congregations with the aim to establish daily dev.otions in 

f!!Very home. Then will f'.ollow an adaptation of the ''Preaching-Teaching-Reaching" 

program. 

Con~:li tions in Colombia and in the world a.ccentua:te the urgency of our 

task of bringing Christ to the nations. How can the greatest number of people 

be reached L'1 the shortest possible time with the message of His love and power 

is the disquieting question that spurs on His Church today. How can thone 

reached be kept in His grace and deepened in the knowledgG of His love? 

God make us uneasy, unselfish and untiring! 



FROM SOGAMOSO TO MEXICO 
(Juan N~on Montoya, founder of Lutheran work in Sogamoso stu~ Theology in 
Mexico City) 

Juan Nelson Montoya's going to study at the new seminary (•seminerio Augsburgo 8 ) of the 

American Lutheran Church in Mexico City is another step forward in the development of an 

indigenous Lutheran ministry in Colombia. Two men from our Colombia field are studying 

at the LWF Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Three men have been trained at Concordia 

Seminary (Mo. Synod) in Argentina and one at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn. Our shift 

to the newly orgenized Seminary in Mexico is thought advantampus in view of the pending 

merger and the greater similarity of the Colombian environment to the Mexican. All of the 

present student body are Latins, whereas at the Buenos Aires Seminary_ the only Latins are 

our two Colombian students. Buenos Aires has no Latins on the 'teaching staff while Mex-

ico has three part-time Mexican professorso 

Our readers will be interested in Mr. Montaya's remarks in this issue, which he was 

requested to write in English. Mr. and 11rs. iviontoya sts rted our Lutheran work in the 

city of Sogamoso hw years ago. Their main assignment was the boarding school operated 

primarily for the ben@fit of Lutheran and non-Roman Catholic children from the Plains 

area, which is Roman Catholic •mission territory• and where protestant schools are out-

lawed. nowever, the Montoya.s have also carried on an active program of evangelism. 

Through contacts made in the eity there is now a nucleous of 15 communing members and an 

average attendance at Sunday services of about twice that number. 

When the lvlontoyas were about to leave for Mexico appreciative friends, whom tl:ey have 

served with the Gospel, cr:::wded into the little provisional cha.nel for a farewell service 

The cong~ation presented them with a beautiful leather suit case. (See nicture). These 

friends will follow them in nrayer during the ye?rs of study at the Seminary. 

The building project i~ Sogamoso progresses normally. As these lines are being 

written the steel, plumbing and forms are almost ready for pouring the concrete of the 

2nd-floor slab. The bric< wall surrounding the property is completed. It is hoped that 

the whole pro je€t of this first unit will be finished about September. This, Thanks to 

the \'fomens Missionary Fedention~f the ELC, will provide us, for a number of years with 

adequate space for class rooms, dor.nitories, Chapel and living quarters for the director 

and his family. - Arnfeld C. Morek 



"FIRMES Y ADEL.ANTES" DJ COLOMBIA 
by Arnfeld c. Morok 

lf57 
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"Firmes y adelantes, huestes de la fe", Juan :B. Cabrera's Spanish 

rendering of "Onward Christian Soldiers marching as to war", is s,ymbolio of 

the firm and steady, if not unhampered, progress of the Colombian church. 
the 

Political upheaval and uncertainty in government ciroles,jsubtle operation of 

terrorist groups favoring the fallen dictatorship, economic inflation, stark 

poverty, the unrelenting maneuvers of Roman intolerance, indifference, ir-

_ .responsibility, immorality, vengeance and vioe are some of the foes which 

Evangelical forces in this cotmtry face as they press forward. 

In writing these lines we shall limit ourselves to a few glances at our 

Colombian Lutheran Church in the tot¥ picture. 

:Brighter Skies 

All of us are hopefully wonderi~g if the popular overthrow of the 

Rojas dictatorship last l!ay will not ~lead to 8. stable and democratic form of 

government and a broader interpretation of religious liberty for Evangelicals 

and other minority groups. -From North America we hear that the Colombian 

Ministry of Government has given orders to reopen Protestant dhurches and 

schools closed during the G6mez and ~ojas dictatorships. However, upon personal 

inquiry at this gove~ment office, we are informed that such an order is still 

pending, except for the opening of one church (Pentecostal). If promises mean 

anything, we are to hope that the general order will be forthcoming within 

the next couple of weeks. Experience has taught us to pr~ and work, always 

seasoning our hopes with the trite S~a.nish phrase "Vamos a ver" (We shall see). 

Focus on "City of the Sun" 

The congregation in Sogamoso was organized in September with the Rev. 

Gerardo Wilches as pastor. The Dedication of the new building is planned for 

Wovember 3d and will climax the Luther League Rally sCheduled for Nov. 1-3. 

Reformation D~ in Sogamoso will be celebrated by showing the Luther Film. 



"Firmes y Adelantes" in Colombia 2. 

This famous mOYie, recently "taught" to speak Spanish, has been enthusiastically 

received by the Protestant churohes of Colombia. 

The school building in Sogamoso will provide dormitory space for about 40 

boarding students, classroom space for 100 or more, an apartment for director (now 

ocoupied by the pastor), a guest room, office, reading room, dining room, kitchen, 

and an auditorium which will serve as a chapel until expansion and means make 

necessary and possible the erection of a church and a parsonage on the same property. 

Meanwhile, it is hoped that the building site,cultivated by the students under a 

4-H program,will yield vegetables for the school dining room table. 

The cost of this building, about $47,000 dollars, has been covered almost 

entirely by gifts from the Women's Missionary Federation of the ELC. 

Educational 1I.E!i in :Bogota· 
unit 

In back of the Bogota church a small educational" is rapidly taking shape -

also from WMF funds given in memory of the late Mrs. Normann, former president of 

the 1IMF of the GO. 

Schools Needed 

Two rural areas in the vicinity of El Coo~ have asked for schools. Plans 

are under way to supply one of them with a school beginning in February t 1958, 

and using the facilities of a farm house for classroom and teacherage~ We hope 

also to reopen one of the schools in the SocotA area. 

Toward A Responsible Church 

Moving slowly toward self-support, the Provisional Administrative Council of 

the as-yet-unorganized Lutheran Church of Colombia voted to adopt a "grant-in-aid-

to-a-ohuroh" plan by which the Colombian church will progressively assume financial 

responsibility. This plan includes a church extension fund for the Colombia field. 

Plans are under way for organizing the Colombian church at its annual meeting in 

July of 1958. 



11Now unto him that ie 'lble to do exceedin::r aound'l.ntl" <Jbove all th;l.t we ask Qr 
.:;. " 

think, a~-~ording to the r:owei· that worketh in :.;a, unto Him be slory in tha 
church oy JhriGt <.~eeus thrO!Agho<Jt dl ac~es, world without end. (I 

This r~ro:dce of :mswer \fo ?ray-=r wac.; of' ;reat encoura._::ement to me 
durir.6 the year of 1937. How oftEn l have to bE remL,ded oy !U.m, of lli.s 
grace for we. 

I had a :Jlessed rurlo:.~J;h year as of' Nov~. s, 1956. Af'ter spending the 
first we•;ka at borne, l attended :Jamrose Lutheran JiblE h.stit'Jte for five to 
six weeks anJ received much from :Jod through the study of His ~ord. From 
then on rouoh or my tiroe wae s~ent travelin~ co behalf of our Jolombia mission 
to different ~~1-:~ grou;:·e, aud -:onveutione a.'1d churches. lt was gratif'ying 
to see ~uch intereet manifested ~n several places. In ~~ I was in and 
around Sioux ·:itl, lawa tor a week. There, the circuit ·IJ~·~F', whioh has 
taken on :t:aroial su1:·; ort or me, is very much interested in our activities 
in Jolombia. ln August, I was privilesed to attend the L."F' Assembly- ~ 
experience of a li£'e-tiwe for 111bst of us. 

1.ov;3mber 5 l arrived in Bogota in time to sit in on the teacher"'8., 
Institute. About one and a lialf weeks later Tunja became my home • Here 
1 have vioited, conduct~d En~lish classes had vacation Bible school and 
have ms.de 11ee1~1y visits to Sogawosa • . 

i'ihen 1 was ho.u;e, l noticed a great deal of enthusiasm for ~ogamoso, and 
WMF oonventi on offerings were 5ood. Since my weekly vini ts to Sogamoso be:.;;an 
1 too, have hecOiLe a Sogamoso enthusiast andwieh some our women at home could 
see the rrojeot• ~ith the oreness and 11veral sr iri t of' th'lt ci cy, I 
personally feel we should fUt all we can unto th~t flace and work while it is 
day. 'I'hey will receive us; la t us i'ut our ener2;iee and prayer into the 
advancement of the kingdum there. vie are th~lj to 3od. for the faitht'ul,l 
workers th'lt have beer. in 'l'.Jnja durl~~; these ~ast years and let us cor~Unue 
to pray with them that 60:nething will break there he fore too long. God 1s 
promise comes back to us 1 " •••• i3 able t.o do ex~eedinJ; at>un.:laritly above all 
that we ask or think, a~cording to the 1-ower that worketh in us. 11 

Joyce Bergh 



INFORME GENERAL 
Sabre la maroha de la Iglesia Evangelioa Luterana en Colombia 
durante el aiio de 1957, presentad.o en retmi6n del CAP y la Misi6n 
el 16 de. enero de 1958. 

"Levantate, resplandeoe; que ha venido tu lumbre, y la gloria de Jehova 

ha naoido sabre ti. Porque he aqui que tinieblas cubriran la tierra, y oscuridad 

los pueblos& Mas sabre ti nacera Jehova, y sabre ti sera vista su gloria." 

Isaias 60al,2. 

Este mensaj~ de Epifania es para nosotros un olarin que nos llama a levantar-

nos y resplandecer mas que nunca y a entrar por las puertas que esta hora nos 
a... 

franquea, ~ echar mana a las oportunidades que se nos presentan para conquistar 

nuevas terrenos para el Senor. 

No oabe duda de que el aoonteoimiento de mas importancia para Colombia en 

el afio 1957 fue la derrota de la diotadura el 10 de mayo. El desahogo, el 

palpitar de la libertad, y la esperanza de majores tiempos en el futuro que se 

han verifioado desde entonoes no pueden sino reflejarse tambien en la vida y la 

esperanza de nuestra iglesia. Sin ser indebidamente optimistas y sin poner nuestra 

oonfianza en los hombres y en las situaciones politioas y sociales, damos gracias 

a Dios porque El nos ha sostenido y guardado durante los tiempos difioiles por 

los cuales hemos venido luchando y porque ahara se nos aparecen nuevas horizontes 

sabre el panorama nacional. 

Con la ayuda de Dios y a petici6n de los interesados hemos extendido nuestra 

actividad. a dos nuevas campos; tmo rural y otro urbana, o sean, Rechiniga y La 

Dorada. Debemos mencionar tambien visitas hechas por miembros de nuestra iglesia 

a Chiscas, Miraflores, Soata y Nunchia. En este Ultimo lugar se llev6 a cabo 

una escuela biblica de vacaciones por la Srta. Hilma Bello. 

Gracias a Dios y a nuestros hermanos en el norte, se han construido dos 

edificios para el uso de nuestra iglesia en Colombia. Es motive de gozo y 

gratitud el que durante los meses de construcci6n del coleg.io en Sogamoso no hubo 

persecuci6n que estorbara el progreso de la obra y que todo, inclusive la inaugura-

cion del edificio el 3 de noviembre, se llev6 a cabo sin dificultad y con las 
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bendiciones de Dios. Esta nueva casa de 

asistencia en los cultos y parece que el Liceo Colombo 

tendra cupo completo en el pr6ximo ano escolar. 

Las Aulas Normann en Bogota proporcionaran 

de la escuela dominical y la escuela primaria de nuestr 

La Asamblea de la iglesia, celebrad~ en 

mucho en aumentar la 

ericano de Sogamoso 

2. 

a el funcionamiento 

iglesia en esta ciudad. 

aba alg6n progreso 

hacia una iglesia aut6ctona al. asumir ella mas respon abilidad en sus asuntos 

financieros y sus planes para llegar a una organizaci6n mas definitiva. En estas 

reuniones fuimos enriquecidos a dados por el Pastor 

Roberto Gussick de la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana de El Redentor de Balboa, y 

por los de nuestros pastores y laicos colombianos. 

Durante el ano hemos gozado tambien de unas "das visitas: Las del 

Obispo Hanna Lilja de Hannover, presidente hasta de la Federaci6n Mundial 

Luterana; el Rector Bela Lesk6 de la Facultad Luterana e Teologia en Buenos Aires; 

el Rdo. Tomas Spitz y au senora esposa quienes viajaban por America Latina para 

establecer nuevos contactos y renovar los ya existentes para su programa radial 

de "Cristo para Todas las Naciones"; el Pastor Carroll inderlie, Secretario 

Ejecutivo de la Liga Luterana de la Iglesia Evangelica uterana de Norte America 

quien fue nuestro predicador para el congreso de la Juv ntud del Castillo Fuerte 

en Sogamoso, el liceo de maestros y el retiro de~ pa tores; el Dr. Syrdal, 

Secretario Ejecutivo de las Misiones Foraneas de nuestr iglesia en Norte America, 

quien nos visit6 a su regreso del Brazil donde fue para investigar las posibilidades 

de nuevos campos de trabajo en aquel vasto pais. 

Fue posible durante los meses de junio, julio, to, septiembre y octubre 

realizar un nuevo metodo de predicar el evangelio e rpretar el mensaje de 

nuestra iglesia en Colombia, o sea, la proyecci6n de la pelicula de Martin Lutero 

mas de 70 veces por el Pastor Julio C. Orozco en las dades principales de 

Colombia. Es de notar que estas proyecciones han sido ecibido con mucho entusiasmo 

1 I I 3 
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por los evangelicos de Colombia, y que en ninguna par e hasta donde sabemos 

La iglesia resbiteriana tambien ha 

y la estan presentando con los mismos 

buenos resultados en sus iglesias. 

Salieron para el norte en viaje de estudios, con y descanso, las 

Srtas. Belva Nerlien y Helen Danielson, y regresaron nuestro medio para reanudar 

sus labores la familia Ostrem y la Srta. Joyce Bergh. Lamentamos la renuncia 

de las Srtas. Valborg Torkelson y Elizabeth Heerde y acemos votos al Senor 

para que El les encamine y bendiga en sus nuev~s labo e~y les expresamos nuestra 

gratitud por los afios de trabajo y sacrificio que han llevado no pocos frutos 

aqui en Colombia. 

Salio para iniciar estudios teologicos en el Sem· ario Augsburgo de Mexico 

el Sr. Juan Montoya acompafiado por su familia. Los e tudianteB Lopez y Quintero 

continuan sus estudios en la Facultad de Teologia Lut ana en Argentina. El Sr. 

Gustavo Rodriguez ha conquistado honores singulares p de sus estudios 

en la Universidad de Minnesota y espera salir con el g ado de Master of Arts 

en Pedagogia en febrero de 1958. 

Aqui en nuestro medio las escuelas primarias han contintiado con exito 

dirigidos por nuestros buenos maestros. El Instituto iblico-Cultural, aunque 

con ntimero mas reducido que el afio pasado, ha hecho v ioso trabajo en la pre

paracion de nuestro juventud para servir al Senor. 

La preparaci6n del proyectado Himnario y Manual d Culto en que nosotros 

estamos colaborando con otras iglesias de America Lati a ha progresado normalmente 

durante el afio. Ya estan casi listos los materiales d 1 Manual y la revision 

de los himnos (unos 416). Al comite de musicale falt poco para terminar sus 

labores en las tonadas de los himnos. ·Se ha hecho una nueva traduccion del 

Catecismo Menor de Martin Lutero por el distinguido li erato Gutierrez Marin 

I j I L;-
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de Espana que aparecera en el nuevo Manual de Culto despues de haber sido 

revisado por los miembros de nuestro oomite y pastores de los distintos campos. 

En nuestraa congregaciones se real izo una campaiia. en pro del cul to de 

familia. Dios quiera que haya resultado en mas £ervor cristiano y consagraci6n 

al evangelic en loa hogares. Debe continuarse esta oampafia ya que eatamos 
~ 

oonvencido~ue el evangelic en el hogar es el seoreto para lograr un evangelismo 

espontaneo que ha de oonquistar a nuestros semejantes. 

Cabe tambien reoalcar la urgenoia de reforzar el trabajo de nuestras 

escuelas dominicales y la instruooi6n de aspirantes para la feligresia de nuestras 

congregaciones. 

congregaoiones 

poco: En Bogota 12 (por bautismo 7, y por confirmaoi6n 5) 

En Tunja 1 (por bautismo) 

En Casanare 6 {por bautismo 4, por confirmaci6n 2) 

En Sogamoso, ninguno 

En El Cocuy 7 (por bautismo 4, por oonfirmaci6n 3) 

-Un total de 26 miembros. Bogota informa de 7 que se han retirado. E1 Cocuy 

informa de dos defunciones y Casanare de una. Esto significa una perdida de 

10 miembros. Quedamos con una ganancia neta de 16 miembros. 

De obreros somoa 4 paatores nacionales, un evangelista, 10 maestros de 

escuela, y 10 misioneros extranjeros, o sea, un total de 25 obreros que hemos 

dedicado tiempo complete, o sean, 365 dias para ganar a 16 personas. Veinticinco 

obreros y 260 miembros comulgantes hemos conquiatado a 16 almaa en todo un afio!! 

; I • ~..._ 
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Que Dios tenga misericordia de nosotros y que no corte el !rbol infructifero! 

Me diran que otros se han ganado para Cristo que no han sido recibidos todavia 

en los registros parroquiales. Ojala que asi sea! Pero, 6d6nde estan los que 

se ganaron el ano pasado y el antipasado? 

Estas mudas cifras nos acusan, nos hacen tamar inventario de nuestras vidas, 

nuestra consagraci6n, nuestro testimonio y lo ineficaz de nuestro trabajo. Nos 

hace llorar y clamar a Dios por misericordia y perd6n y porque mande a nuestros 

corazones el Espiritu de avivamiento y consagraci6n. 

Hermanos mios, aceptemos la invitaci6n divina de levantarnos y resplandecer 

con la Luz del Evangelic para que el ano que empezamos sea de una cosecha abun

dante de almas preciosas a Quien muri6 por ellas. 

-Arnfeld C. Morek 



A.NIUAL P.EPOR'.P - 1957 
fl"anslation of Annual Report on the Ooloaibia. tield given in Spaniah 
at joint meeting ot Prorlsional Adminiatratin Oounoil rmd HiasioZlC'J' 
Contterenoe, .ran. 16, 1958, by' Superintend8J1t A..O. llorok. 

"Arise, ahine; tor 7our light haa oome, and the clorr of the Lord haa riaen upon 7ou. 
For behold., da.rk:neas shall cover tu earth, and. thiok darkness the peoples; 'but the 
Lord will arise Upon y-ou, and his glor,y will be seen upon 7ou." Isaiah 6011,2. 

\'his lpit>hU1' meaaage ia to ua a clarion oalliftg ua to "arise &lld shine" u never 
before, to enter new doora that awing open to ua at th1a hour, and to graa; the 
oppo~tunitiea whioh are ours to conquer and olalm aew territories tor the Lord. 

Por Colombia the moat imporiaat politioal evat 1Jl 1957 waa undoubtedl7 the ~all ot 
the dioktorabij' on ~ lOth. The aenae ot relief, the thrill ot li'be"7 u.d the 
78a.rti.q hopes t~ better times in the tu'\Ure whioh its people have lind alaoe that 
date retleots alao in the lite and hope of our churoh. Without 'being undul.J' opt1-
miatio and wi'Ulout plaoillg our trus't in men aor in polit-ioal and. social ooadi•iona, 
w give thanks to Ood tor IIWI'tNutng and. 1ceeping u d.uring the dittioult t.illlea 
through whioh our ehuroh haa f'ougilt ita wq and tor the new horizons now naible 
crver the Colombian PallOI'UI&. 

_. Ood'a help and upon the invita·Uon of interested people in 'UloH pl&04tat we have 
upaa4e4 our aotlvi ty into two an tielda ot labor, oae l'U1'al and the other urban -
Reohbica and ta Dol'ada. \fort)q ot lleftticm ia &lao the faot that ..,.lMtra td our 
ohunh llan JDade viai ts to Oh.iaoaa, Uiratl.ores, So&U. &md. 1hmoh1a. Il'l the latter 
pla.oe Ki.aa Hilma 3ello oonduoted. vacation Bible school. 

e '1'hanka to God ud. to our bretlsren in the JlOriht Wo lndl<li.rl«8 have 'been 8NOte4 tor 
the use of our church in Colombia. !hat the oonnruotion of the sohool iD Sosamoeo 
and its dedication on B~ lt 1957, were oarried out unldn4ered by pe1'880UUon 
&lid with Qod • a constant bleaahp, is reason for rejoio:l.ng and thokagiY'inc• '!'his 
new houae ot Ood has -alreadT proved to be uset'ul in helping 'to inoreue attendance 
at aerrioea, and it aeema that the "Lioeo Ooloal'bo-Amerioano" of Sogaaoeo will have 
oapaoi'Q' enrollment tor the oomtng school 18&r• 

'l'he Bormann ltamorial lhli t U1 BogotA will provide apaoe tor the 3undq School ud 
elemanta:rr school of our ohuroh in that oity. CD 

Q) 

t1l 
'l'he armual "A.aamblea" held in June pointed. up aome progress toward an indigenous : 
church in ita aaSUJili.ne more reaponsibllity in fi.nanoi&l wpport and in the plam.a tor ~ 
more definite organimation. During these meetings ,. were 'bleased and enriohed. by the 
Pastor Robert F. Ouosick ot Redeemer Lutheran Church of Balboa, as also b,y those 
given b7 our local pastors ud la;rmen. 

ID the oourse ot the 78&r we have enj~d villi ts b7 other prominent people 1 Bishop 
Hanna Lilja of Hanover, past president of the Lutheran World Federation; Reotor Bela 
Leak6 ot the houltad Luterana de ?eolog!a en Buenos Aires; the nav. 'l'homaa Spitz 
(&Dd Mrs. Spi'ta) touring Latin .Amerioa. in the interest of the Luther&ll Hour program 
"Bringing Christ to the Nationa"J Pastor Carroll Binderlie, Executive Seoretar.y of 
the Luther League ot the ltLC in Borth .America, llho waa guest apeak:er at the youUl 
rally ot our "Juventud. del Castillo Fuerte", the teaohere' institll'te ancl the paetore' 
retreat; Dr. Rolf A. syrd.al, E.xeoutin Seoreta17 of the Board of Foreian Missions ot e our ohuroh in North America, who Tieitod ua on hie 'fl83 'back from Braail where he had 
been aUl'Te)"ing porudble new fiellla ot labor. 

During ths months of Junet Jul.T, Auguat, September and October another meca ot 
preaching the Gospel and interpreting the message of our ohuroh in Colombia. was 
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bHU«llt into uae aa ~. Julio Oroaoo showed "Martin Luther" more than 70 timea in 
tile priaoipal oitiea ot Colombia. I~ ia notnoJ"t~ that the projection ot thi.a till 
was eth.uaiuticall7 received b7 EYanplioal.a and. "83'JIP&thinra" in Oolom'bia and. 
that nowhere, aa tar aa we know, h&a 1 t resul te4 1n an unfavorable reaotion. The 
Pre•"bTt•ri.arl Kinion has alao brought a oow of the film into the oountrr u4 ia 
allow1ns it in ita Ghlll"ohea wi'Ul the ... sood. results. 

0.. f'vloueh in the norih are BelT& Belien ant Rele Danielson. 'l'he Ostrem tamil7 
and Jo7oe :Bergh have retUl"Ded to take up their work ap.in in our llid.at. We nsret 
Bli.aabeth Heerde'a aM. Valborg 'J.'orkelaon•s reaip&tion and. prq that the Lortl 111&7 
led them and bless them in new tielda of aotirl"Q-. We wish to express our aratitu 
to them tor their )"8ara of work and aaorit'ioe whioh have bome not a little fruit i1 
Colomltta. 

llr. Juan Jiontoya. and tamil7 lett tor Mexico 11Aere Juan began hia theo1ogioa1 atud1e: 
at Augaburg Stmi1'1&17. Stuienta L6pea and. Quinte:ro continue their studies at the 
"Paotal tad Luterana de Teo1oe!a " 1r1 lluenos Aires. Jlr. OwataTO Rodrigues ia doiDg 
outatand.in.g work at th& Univerai:t)" ot lU.r:meaota and hopes soon to obtain his )Jaa'ter 
»earee in Eduoation. 

lten in Colombia our elementary schoola, beaded b7 our own good 'teaohere, have coa
tinU84 their suooeeatul work. ifhe Institute Btblioo-Oul. tural, even though with a 
smaller enrollment, has rendered Taluable eerrioe in preparing our ,.outh for aervi01 
in Ood • a Kingdom. 

Work on the proposed fl1'mnal and Service Book in whioh we are ooope:rating with other 
Luther&Zl groups in Latin America has progressed normally during the 18&%'• The 
materials for the Service Book &114. the revision of h7al• (some OTer 400) ta nearing 
oomp1eticn. A new translation of Luther's Small Cateohiam to the Spanish haa been 
made by Gutierres Marin, outa'tmcUng SpaDish author and translator, whieh ld1l 
appear in the new service :Book atter h&rtns been duly cheoked by the Committee and 
l.v' }mStora in the various fields. 

A "family- altar" oampai8tl was oa.rried on in our congregation• which we tl'Ultt has 
reaul ted in more Cb.rietian tel"'f'or and. conseoration to the Gospel in the homes. 'l'hil 
ettort should oo continued.. We are oonvinoed. that the Ooepel in the home is the 
secret of a. spontaneous evangelism thai will bring our fellowmen to Christ. 

There is need to emphaain and urge the strengthening of' our Sunday Schools and our 
inatruotion olaasea for prospective members 1n our oongregationa. 

For laok of exact information in the congregational atatiaUcal reports it is not 
possible to give an a.oourate picture or progress in offerings. There appears to Ua' 
been a om increase, however. 

Increase in membership haa been recretably amall t In llogot,, 12 (by baptism 7 and 
by confirmation 5); in 'runja 1 (a. ohild baptised); in Caaanare 6 (by baptism 4 and 
'by confirmation 2); in Sogaaoso none (some members or confirmation olaaa left town 
and one died; others were thought too immature); in lQ OocUT 1 ('b.Y baptiam 4 and 
by oontirma.tion 3) - a total ~ 26 UHJmbera. Bogot' reports that a &Ten have left 
the church. El CooUT reports the death of one member and Caaanare one. 'l'ha.t mean a 
a loss of ten members and leaves us with a net gain ot 16 members. 

We are four Colombian pastors and an evangelist, ten day-school teachers and ten 
foreign miaaione..ries, a total ot 25 workers who gave nearly all of our time, or 365 

l ; ' 
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clqa, to gain 16 peraona. \'wntr-five workara and 260 o0111111211ioaDt MDlbera han 
won 1~ aoula for Ohriet in one whole )"e&rU Ood have mercy upon ua and. spare thia 
fruitless treeJ You will aq that others have been won for Ob.riat who haTe not 
7et 'Men &ided. to the ohuroh reoorda. We truat that this is true, but wlwre are 
those we won last year and the 7e&r ~tore? 

flleae lll111e tigurea aocuae ua and make u.a tab invalltor.r of our liTea, our oonaeora
tion, our te•U.mOJll', our methode, and. the 1neftt6IDIJ7 of our wrlt. th4t7 cau• us 
"o weep and to cry to God. tor me%'0)" and pu'lloa, a4 to implore 11111 to }tOUr old upOD 
our heart a Hi a Spirit of awakening and ooaaeoration. 

Brethren, let us aooept this ohallenp ud divine illvita.tion to "arl.H 8Jl4 shine" 
with the light ot the Gospel so that the par we Jaave now beBUtJ. 118¥ \ear an abund.u.t 
harvest or souls precious to Rim who died tor them! 



HIMNO No. 104 d8l "Manual de Culto Cristiano" 

l. Tu de los fieles Eternal Cabez•. 
De tierra y cielos divinal Senor. 
s.,bre tus siervos abre con largueza 
Raudales puros de tu inmenso amor. 

2. Ellos al mundo tus preeiarlos done• 
I<:nsenanin: proelamaran salud: 
Dales tu graeia, da a sus corezone.l 
Por ornnmento. 8anta rectitud. 

:l. Cuando a los hombres con am or enset1en 
De tu evangelio celestial verdad, 
Su ministerio santo desempenen 
Ardiendo el pecho en fervida piedad. 

-t. Sabiduria, mansedumbre y celo 
De Ti reciban, y sa;~rada unci6n, 
De salvar almas incansable anhelo 
Y el estimable don de Ia oraci6n. 

5. AI pecador con caridad corrijan. 
Del flaco 'sean eficaz sosten, 
A los cansad~s con amor dirijan 
Por los caminos de verdad y bien. 

6 ilrill~n eual astro• en tu diestra mano 
i\lientras el mundo hahiten del dolor: 
Y al posePr tu rei no ~uberano, 
Coronas cinnn de inmortal fulgor. 

RITO DE ORDENACION a cargo del Rdo. Arnfeld C. Morek 
HIMNO No. 47 de "Alabanzas" 

Herencia eterna nos sera 
De Cristo Ia Palabra, 

Y predicarla sin cesar 
Es nues tra gran tare a. 

ANUNCIOS Y OFRENDA 
HIMNO No. 59 de "Aiabanzas" 
l. Refugio de este pecador, 

Ire, Jesus, a Ti: 
En las riquezas de tu amor 
Acuerdate de mi. 

2. Confieso que culpable soy, 
Confieso que soy vii, 
Por Ti t>mpero s~.lvo estoy, 
Scguro en tu redil. 

Amporo en el vivir; 
Consuelo en el morir; 
Guardemos su verdad. 
Por toda eternidad 
En fe y en vida, pura. 

3. Auxiliame, Senor Jesus. 
Libertame del mal; 
En mi derrama de tu iuz 
Bellisimo raudal. 

4. En toda mi necesidad 
Escucha mi clamor. 
Revisteme de eantidad 
Y c6lmame de amor. 

LA SANTA COMUNION (Paginas 9-13 de "Aiabanzas") 
HIMNO No. 55 de "Aiabanzas" 

l. Jesu9, Senor bendito. doy 
A Ti eternas gracias hoy: 
Tu cuerpo y sangre. don d~ amor. 
Me concediste. Salvador. 

LA COLECTA Dl:: GHAClAS 

LA BENDICION 

2. Oh canta, mi alma, en ~ratitud 
jCuan rico soy en mi Jesus! 
El mora ya en mi coraz6n. 
Benrlito soy por est~ don. 

La Congregacion cantara: 
AMEN, AMEN, AMEN. 

POSTLUDIO = ''Andante Religiose" Mendelssohn 

JLA ORilEN A<_:l(lN 

AL SANTO MlNISTERIO 

EN 

LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA 

de 

JULIO C. OROZCO 0. y OLIVERIO MORA A. 

IGLESIA DE EL REDENTOR 

Bogota, Colombia 

el dia veinlisiete de julio de 

mil novecientos cincuenia y ocho 

Rdo. Arnfeld C. Morek - Oficianle 

Rdo. Pcmsanias Vvilches P. } 
Celebrantes 

Rdo. Gerardo Wilches C. 



FURROWS OF GOD 
(An appraisal of the Lutheran wi meaa in Colombia) 

by A.C. Jlorok 

In August, 1958, Lutltare ohuroh paper. in tha Weata1"D Hamiaphere reported 

the organization of a new Lutheran boq known as •Iglesia Eva.ns'lica Luterana

Sfnodo de Colombia" (Evancel.ioal Lutheran Ohuroh - Colombia Synod). One ~ them, 

"The !nagar Lutheran", moorreot17 made a turthar comment to the etteot that there 

alreaq ansted another lnzlgelioal Lutheran Chureh in Colombia w1 tlt a mem'berahip 

of some over 2,000. Reference waa to the foraieD-1~ oongresationa of 

Bocotl., Cali, Jleclell!n, Puto:~anct Ba.1:TauquUla, which, holr.-nr, .m. not bouncl 

topther..J:!l. .!&. aort .!!. A national orpnizatioa: !beae oozasrecationa, UD4.er 
Lutheran World ll'ederation auspices, ooulcl be deaoribed. aa foreip islands ot 
Lutheran trad.i ticn and Buzoopeu oul ture w1 th no purpose in mind. of w1 tneaainc 

to the ncm-churched or the nom' nat Romani• whloh nrrounda them. fheae OQDP'8p

tiona and. other smaller foreisn 1~ Lutheraa groupe in Colombia, are aerncl 

'b7 Pastor Ernst Hochatraaaer with resiclenoe ill Boaot,, and Pastor lle1'118ml tmller 

with residence 1n Cali. At present German-Perurlan "Diakon" Frederick fidow is 

aaaiating in the Bogotl. congregation. 

Important for their self-preservation in the faith, these poupa mq some 

dq plq m important part in the 't'nngelization ~ nominall.r-hman Colombia. 

!his can happen when a sense of Christian raapona1'bUi v for the salvation of 

their neigh 'bora ceases to be eclipsed by their loyal v to a certain lancuace 

oul. ture and spurs them into an active, contagious w1 tness for Christ. W• have 

been asked. occasionally what relation, ot 8D7t uiata between thia European 

Lutheran element and the Colombian Church. We dare 88\Y that an effective coopera

tion could. exist even now to the extent that their pastors are in command of the 

Spanish language and wh~eir congregatiODa d.o not discourage 1 ts uae. LV 

pastors and workers have on several oooaaiona accepted invitations to take part 

in special aotivi ties of the Colombian Church. It our common tai th, preached 

and taught to all ri thout reservations and diatinoti211.8t """~re tral7 taken as the 

common denominator, we should immediatel7 'be launohe~th~ great mutual taak 

ot planting and extending the Church in Colombia. 

Does there, then, exist an indigenous Lutheran wi tneas in Colombia? What ia 

the signitioanoe at the organization ot the Colombia Synod la.at Jul)"? What is 

the importance ot six tbQr congregations ( ancl one more in the process ot organizing) 

meeting to form a "11711.od"? Perhaps it was pretentious to call ourselves a "87Jlod"? 

~ not just a d.istriot or a dependent ot the Borth .American "''other Church", on 

which it is still ve7:.7 obviously dependent tor the greater part ~ its financial 

support? 
• , I .2. 



Purrowa ot God 

Jecauae, in spite at ita amall number of members (58.5 souls at the end of 

1958), ita present financial impotenoy and ita laclt of aturit7, it does beua 

the main characteriatics of an inc!.ipnoua bodya aalt-propaga.Uon and sel.t

gonr.maent. 

It is soa.rcel7 more thaD twenv 78&ra ld.noe the first Lutheran millaionari.ea 

bepn to plow and sow this field ot God's XiDgdam. A few groups ot belienra had 

been won (no oongreptiona organisecl.) when one of the cm1eleat peraeoutiona in 

modern timea was unleaahetl. upon these defenaeleu aheep- 78t not detenaeleaa, to~ 

thq han lv' the :pcnrv ot God. aurn:nd more thaa ten 7ea:ra of d1a01'1Dd.Dat1on antl. 
aUooitiea at the hands ot 'bigotted. political and re11g1oua forces. Dur1Dc thia 

time at testing these sroupa ot!:Cbristiana han pnven their nerling :taith in 

Christ and their coharenoe aa a church. Hence 1 t n.s onl7 natural, aa the7 grew 

and multiplied, now with a more oonacioual7 LutUzan orientation, tllat at the 

sixth armual meeting ot these conarega.tiona thq ahould take the hiatorio atep 

of organizing the "Iglesia Enngnioa Luterana- llnod.o de Colombia". l'o un

wholesome nationaliatic spirit prompted this iDdepandent organisation. These 

Colombian Lutheran Chririima are conaoioua of their small part in the Church Uni

Yersal in which larger sense no church group ah.ould 1RIIlt to be "indipnoua". 'l'h.q 

t.re appreciative ot outside help 1n prqer, love eel tinanoial aid. Yet tb.q are 

an indigenous group in the sense that we dare to ltelien that their Lutheran witness 

would continue undaunted even 11' the skeleton lliaaiOD&1'7 to roes ( ot tb.re• ordained 

men, two miaaiona17 wi:na, aDd four siDgle ladies} were to be pulled out ot 
Colombia tod.q. 

The Colombia nasion, f~m the beginning, hu seen the importance of ed.uoa

tion and has understood, to aom extent at leaat, that the prim&17 objeotive ot 
Christian missions is not onl7 to preach the Gospel bttt to provide 'the pe:rmanent 

means bJ' which the Ooapel oan be ccntinuoual7 preached md the Chvoh rooted in 

native soil. 

fcnrard this end the training aCbool for evangelists and teachers (Insti tuto 

B!blico-Oultural) has served etteotivel7. Three ot the four ordained Colombian 

pastors now se1'1"1ng cong.regationa are produots ot this school, having received later 

their regular theological training abroad.. Three evangeliets now serving are 

graduates of thie aohool. So are a donn grade sob.ool teachers and a good.l7 number 

ot active and responsible members throughout the ahurches. !he s,nod baa at present 

two men in seminaries abroad. ( "Faoul tad Luterana cte Teologia" in .Argentina and 

"Seminario A.ugsburgo" in llexico) and is sroou'dng others for theological training. 

•, 
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J'urrowa of God. J. 

fhe director of 81Jlod's entire educational aet-up {inolud.ing tmzdng sd:Lool 

procram, element&rT schools and parish eduoatioa} ia a youq Colombian, trained 

in the Tunja Uni versi t7 Normal School with post-graduate training and. Kaster' a 

·degree J.t the University of Jlimleaota. 

Onl7 one foreign miaaio11a17 ia full-time »Gator ot a congregation. The reat 

are in education, parish, leterature and eA•iniatratin work. A frank uc1 

wholesome relation of cooperation and Christian uncterstallding exiata betW8Jl 

the :f'oreigll aDd local personnel. 

What is then the outreaoJa. of this intaut olluroh and. ita impact upon its 

su:rroumUnga? It consists of a 4&117, oonaoi~u and concerted. Chritrtian witness 

by ita members in the dittereut walks of lite, the divine aervioea and S'UDlq 

Schools ~ seven congregations and. eleven preaahbg places, the aotion of a live 

70uth organization, "Juventutl del Castillo Fu8rte.~ ( "Youih of the l!ightJ' Fortress"). 

the results, 'though not so flatterinc, can be pointed up in a tar:J.Sible wq 

bT a glance at the gains God has given us inaotar aa they oan be registered. bT 
the 1958 statistics. 

During the 78&r 105 new members were received. I two by adult baptism, 37 by 

intan't baptism, and 66 'b7 ad.ul t oonfirmation, whioh represents a gain of about 

~ J'earq all of the 37 infanta H.ptize4 are children of members. The 66 

members received. through adult ooDfirmation an oonveria fl.oom nominal Romardam. 

Yotmg people of the Church are reaching the m&r1'iageable age and will 'be 

m•king their own homes. When. one looka into the f"aoes of the congregation, he 

is impressed 'b7 the large peHentage of ch1lA.ren and young people. For example, 

"The Good Shepherd" at SoooU. baa 32 oon:t'irmed meabers and. a toW of 85 aoula, 

which means that there are 53 ohUcl.rel1. 

'l'his factor, together w1. th the outreach in~o new areas, means that the 

Colombia Synod. haa 'b;r the grace or God. a. xn-omiaing f'uttzr'e. 'l'wo new areas were 

opened during 1958• La Dorad.a in the scorching Jaagd.alena River Valley 11114 

Reoh!niga in the chilly uplands of the Andes. "Breth.ren, prq for u.s!" 



"THE ODA'l'BS'l' OF 'l'HESI IS LOTI" 
A tribute to Misaionar.y Gerhard Ostrem 

-A. c. Morek 

Gerhard Ostrem, Teteran Lutheran mia&iotl.&l7 to Colombia, baa, attar a taith

f'ul ministry of more than a aoore of 70ars, gone home to 'be with the Lord.. We 

are st'Ul'UI8d by' the suddenness of his going, and sense a great void in our 

"missionary familT"• His voice of experience, his f'oreaisht, warm triend.lineaa 

and devoted service a:re keenl7 missed b7 all. 

Gerhard Ostrem will undoubtedly be remembered aa one of the first Luther&D 

missionaries to this Republic of' Colombia.. He ~ be remembered also tor his 

untiring work, doued courage, UD71elding faith, untaillq hope, pleasant, pl~ 

mazmer, the stern lines of a atubbom jaw quickl.7 softened 1v' a re&fb' emile, the 

firm clasp of hie atrongt sincere hand, his generosity and unsnS"Yir.\c cleYotion to 

his calling. 

But thoae who worked together with Gerhard, obsened him work, &r&\led. with 
. ~ 

him and loved. him (it was impossible to diBlike him), will remember him for hia 

ministry of ~· lle waa a liTing exponent of' I Oorinthians, Chapter 1). Gerhard. 

Ostrem loTed God. He loved the work to whiCh He had oalt.d him. He lOYed the 

people whom he eerred. and they loved him. "So · :f'&i th, hope and. love abide, the• 

th.rett; but the greatest of these is lOTe." 

Symbolic ot Ostrem's loTe tor God's l'ord and ita preaohing waa the last 

glimpse of him by friends gathered. at the Bogott airport. While being carried 

aboard the plane on a stretcher, he held aloft his Spanish Bible in mute teatimo117 

of' what the Word. meant to him, what it means to those who through its preaobing 

have come to know God. and lVhoae dut;y it ia in turn to "hold forth the Word". 

·This idea waa carried out also 1n the bulletin prepared by Putor Pausania.a 

Wllchea for the memorial aervioe held in Redeemer Lutheran Church of 'BogotA, 
'· 

June 12, 1958. On the front page is a drawing of a hand holding up the )Sible. 

Pastor Wilohea, in his sermon, made an earnest plea tor young men to heed\~ 'a 

oall and step into the ranks of Christian warriors to fill the gaps lett bi those 

fallen in battle. 

We pra;y that GerhArd Ostrem's life, example and memory mq contribute 

etfectivel;y toward that end. 



ANNUAL REPORT - 1958 

Belva M. Nerlien 

11 IT IS GOD WHO ESTABLISHES US WITH YOU IN CHRIST, AND HAS COMMISSIONED US; HE HAS PUT 
HIS SEAL UPON US AND GIVEN US HIS SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS AS A GUARANTEE." 

True enough, there were times during my furlough when I wondered if the Lord could 
still use me in Colombia or if' He would have me serve H1.a elsewhere; but I thank Him 
that He did lead me back here~ I see before me a gigantic field of' service as the New 
Year begins; so many aspects of' the work could well take all my time that I wish I were 
several instead of' just one weak, inadequate instrument. I love the work at the Insti
tu8e; parish work and the contacts with paople in different walks of life but all with the 
same spiritual needs is also intriguing; I see the great need of coaching Ioeth and \to
mens leaders, training Sunday School teachers and church workers in general; preparation 
of literature f'or these different groups would also well take all my time. 

The Lord has given me a wonderful apartment in an ideal location. It holds out pos
sibilities for gathering groupe for special occasions now and then, and a quiet restful 
place for refuge fDam the constant presence of' people as well as for quiet talks with 
needy souls. The day I applied for it and was bUBeting with gratitude for having been 
led to it, the Word :from the Lord (found in Hallesby1 s God 111 Word for Today) was "Do not 
neglect to show hsopitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels una
wares". It indicated to me that God was giving me this place not for myself alone, but for 
the good of' others. 

But this was to be a report on the past year's work rather than a projection of my
self' into 1959. After my semester at The Biblical Seminary was over at the end of JSllll
ary, I profited by a brief' visit to Philadelphia and Washington D.O. en route home. Once 
back in Wisconsin I made numerous short trips around the state and dipped into Minnesota 
and_Illinois until my after-Easter longer itinerary into South Dakota as speaker for the 
W.M.F. confentions in their thirteen circuits. It brought many new names into my list of 
:friends in Christ and a better insight into the splendid work of' the W.M.F. as well as an 
opportunity to get acquainted with the Temperance Society of' South Dakmta and its fine 
program. All this enriched my exper,ence and provided me with mare to give on my return tc 
the field. More than three hundeed dollars were given me during this trip, which sum has 
been turned over to the work. In addition I received six hund.J:ed dollars from other speak
ing engagements and interested groups for the work in Oolo~la. 

On my return here on July 6, I began to plan for the taking over of' matron(s duties 
and teaching of arithmetic, pedagogy and the Gospel of' John at the Institute. Said duties 
began after the mid-year vacation and took my full time till the school year terminated. 
I became more and more convinced,as did my predecessors in thai work1 that we must have 
a Colombian woman take over the position of' house mother; I thank God that Leenilde MoB-

~ toya has accepted that responsibility for this year• In religious pedagogy class we 
started the preparation of' the Vacation Bible School material, but this had to be revised, 
typed, mimeographed and assembled in the ten d~s following the closingof school. This I 
wasable to do with the kind assistance of' Leticia Corzo and Opal Olson. Then came two 
weeks of Teachers• Institute during which I taught the class in bhe ~ teaching 
of' religion and directed the boarding department with Ed1lma Pena's able help. LuzMila 
Mendivelso ha.d. charge of the housing. During the two-week Vacation Bible School, I 
served as supervismr of all the schools in Bogot' but especially helped in Barrio Restrepo 
where the teacher had less previous experienc~. My parish work was initiated during the 
month of' December when I had these opportunities to know some of the children in outlying 
barrios and was able to make a few home calls. 

Another satisfying experience of this new term has been the teaching of a young 
people's confirmation class tihe many Sund~s that Pastor Morek has had to be abeent. 

The closing days of the year brou~ht a brief respite as I spent Christmas in Tunja 
and briefly visited the school in Sogamoso. 



INFORME DEL PRESIDENTE DEL CONSEJO SINODICO DE LA IELC 
CORRESPONDIENTE AL ANO DE 1958, PRESENTADO ANTE DICHO 

CUERPO EL 20 DE ENERO DE 1959. 

El ano de 1958 fue un ano de acontecimientos hist6ricos para el mundo, para 

las Americas, para Colombia, y para nuestra Iglesia. Mientras los habitantes del 

mundo contemplaban pasmados el lanzamiento de sate1ites artificiales, navegaciones 

bajo las heladas capas polares, y otras hazanas humanas, ha seguido la lucha entre 

las reinantes ideologias politicas sociales y religiosas. En las Americas se han 

verificado en ciertos sectores, a1 menos, corrientes populares de gran significado 

para la libertad politica y social. Los acontecimientos en el media colombiano 

nos dejan respirar con mas alivio, 1ibertad y esperanza en el futuro. 

En lo religiose continua la l~a entre el romanismo y las corrientes surgidas 

e la Reforma, complicada esta lucha por las actividades de sectas "izquierdistas" 

y seudo-cristianas. De gran significado es la estrategia actual romana recomendada 

por el CELAM (Concilio Episcopal Latinoamericano) de no proceder con violencia 

contra el protestantismo, sino combatirlo con ideas y por un esfuerzo concertado 

para ganar 1a simpatia y el respeto de todas las capas de la sociedad. En Colombia 

estan llevando a cabo un programa eficaz entre el obrerismo y en los sectores 

rurales donde sus escuelas de radio y programa agricola bajo unos veinte expertos 

ya tiene gran influencia entre las masas. Por tal hecho y por haber el pais 

empezado a registrar un espiritu mas tolerante y democratico podemos esperar 

menos dificultades por el lado de las persecuciones ala fuerza, pero no pensemos 

por un momenta que nuestra tarea de anunciar el puro Evangelic y de extender la 

Iglesia sabre bases firmes en el terri to rio nacional sea mas facil. Por el 

contrario sera mas dificil. Exigira mas estrategia de nuestra parte, un programa 

mas inteligente y concertado, mas amplitud y sabre todo una renovaci6n de nuestro 

amor para con Cristo y los que El nos ha llamado para servir. Exige un esfuerzo 

incansable en la ensenanza parroquial, o sea, la escuela dominical y la instrucci6n 

catequistica. Sin restarle importancia al buen trabajo de nuestras escuelas 

Eiblico-Cultural, veo la educaci6n parroquial, que cor

.. pastor y sus colabora!iores, como cosa de todavia mas importancia. 

para la evangelizaci6n es la juventud que, con una 

coordinaci6n mas eficaz con el programa total de la iglesia, obraria milagros. 

Nuestro Padre Celestial nos ha sostenido con su gracia para continuar su 

obra al travez de pruebas y dificul tades. Para todos fue un gol~ ~ J.tJ/;; 
inesperada muerte de nuestro hermano, Gerardo Ostrem, y nos han ~as ~e~es ~v~ 
el y su apreciada familia. Sin duda compartimos el sentimiento de lo que escribe 

Lorraine, "Nuestra navidad fue un poco sola sin papa, pero sabemos que el esta 

lomas feliz alla con Jesus." 



Damos gracias a Dios porque se pudiera abrir una nueva obra en La Dorada 

donde se radic6 el Rdo. Julio C. Orozco con su familia a principios del afio. El 

17 de agosto fue inaugurada nuestra propiedad en esa ciudad; capilla, casa 

pastoral y escuela. En el mismo culto fue instalado el pastor y hubo un nUffiero 

de miembros que se recibieron por bautismo y confirmaci6n y fue administrada la 

santa comuni6n por primera vez en La Dorada en congregaci6n luterana. Aunque no 

oficialmente organizada hasta ahora, se conoce la congregaci6n por el nombre de 

"La Santfsima Trinidad". 

En el transcurso del ano se pudo organizar la congregaci6n de Tunja con el 

nombre, "Iglesia Evangelica Luterana ~')iJt 11 Principe de Paz'"· 

La de Socota, compuesta de miembros en las veredas de Parpa y Mausa, se 

organiz6 el 26 de diciembre con el nombre de "El Buen Pastor". 

Asi, el Sinodo organizado en reunion solemne el 26 de julio de 1958 en 

Bogota cuenta con seis (6) congregaciones organizadas y una (lade La Dorada) 

para organizarse. 

El domingo, 27 de julio, fueron ordenados al Santo Ministerio del Evangelic 

los Sres. Oliverio Mora y Julio Orozco. 

2. 

Una~ escuela primaria fue puesta a funcionar en el paramo de Rechiniga 

~ bajo la habil direcci6n de la Srta. Hilma Bello. 

Cabe decir que la obra en toda la region de Gutierrez se ve prometedora. En 

Chiscas se puede volver a tener cultos y escuela con el respaldo del pueblo. 

La escuela de Parpa, dirigida per la Sra. Fideligna Ayala de Camacho, pudo 

funcionar nuevamente todo el ano con la excepci6n de un mes largo cuando qued6 

cerrada por orden de las autoridades locales ecclesiasticas y civiles. Presentadas 

las correspondientes quejas ante las autoridades superiores, estas la ordenaron 

abrir. En la vereda de Parpa los miembros de la congregaci6n estan para poner el 

techo sabre las paredes de la nueva capilla que han quedado sin cubrir desde 

1956 por motivo de la violencia. 

En todos los lugares la obra ha continuado sin mayores dificultades y, lo 

que da pena admitir, sin mayores conquistas sea en el sentido numerico o en el 

del crecimiento espiritual. 

La ganancia neta entre todas las congregaciones es de miembros bautizados, ----
------~miembros comulgantes, y _______ miembros votantes. Claro esta que no dispo-

nemos de instrumento para medir el progreso espiritual de nuestros miembros y 

tampoco nos corresponde tal cosa. Perc sin duda todos anhelamos ver mayor solici

tud y ffervor en el evangelismo personal, una convicci6n mas profunda del pecado 

y mas espontaneidad en la promulgaci6n de nuestra fe. 

/ t I 3 



3. 

De personal contamos con siete pastores ordenados con sus familias, cuatro 

senoritas (pro:t,.s~d%1~-~p-oquiales), dos evangelistas;~""diez maestros 

de escuela11'A msaiad~s delano volvi6 el Sr. Gustavo Rodriguez de los EE UU 

(acompafiad.o de su familia) donde obtuvo el grad.o de "Uasters" en pedagogia otorgado 

por la Universidad de Minnesota. Desde entonces el Sr. Rodriguez ha venido 

desempenando el cargo de director de educaci6n en el campo de nuestra iglesia. 

Ademas, en las distintas partes contamos con "voluntaries" que dan su tiempo y 

sus talentos para servir al Senor. 

Dos estudiantes teol6gicos continuan su preparaci6n en Argentina y Mexico 

respectivamente. La actividad personal del Sr. Octavia Lopez en Jose C. Paz 

ha resultado en escuela y cultos dominicales para el barrio en los predios de_ la 

Facultad Luterana de Teologia. Lopez es conocido en el barrio yes consejal en 

la junta directiva de la escuela oficial. Sus estudios siguen satisfactoriamente. 

Segtin nos informan del Seminario Augsburgo en Mexico, el Sr. Juan Montoya 

esta haciendo buen progreso en sus estudies. La situaci6n precaria de la familia 

Montoya en cuanto a su "status'' de visa es motivo de preocupaci6n, y hasta ahora 

no vemos una soluci6n al problema. 

Desconcertante en alto grado es el hecho de no haber terminado el Sr. Rodrigo 

Quintero sus estudios en la Facultad Luterana de Teologia. Los posibles motivos de 

este fracazo y la actual situaci6n del Sr. Quintero ante sus obligaciones con el 

Sinodo seran tratados en la presente reunion del Consejo. 

En resumen quiero expresar sincero agradecimiento a todos mis colaboradores 

por su paciencia conmigo, su constancia en la obra y el compafierismo franco que 

hemos gozado en el Senor. 

En sentido de recomendaci6n quisiera recalcar lo mencionado anteriormente 

referente a la educaci6n parroquial y presentar para su consideraci6n los puntos 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10 y 12 de la Agenda, especialmente lo que al evangelismo se refiere. 

Permitanme enfatizar otra vez la importancia de 1ue los pastores y los directores 

del Institute procuren hacer que los fieles lleguen a apreciar la himnologia, usando 

himnos que realmente ensenan, edifican y estimulan la adoraci6n. Debemos nosotros 

esforzarnos en cantarlos al debido compas. Existe una tendencia a veces de cantar 

demasiado despacio y asi hacer que el himno sea dificil y cans6n de cantar. Esto 

sucede a veces cuando el pastor no se preocupe por seguir el compas que maroa el 

organa o cuando una persona no competente es reclutada para tocar en los servicios, 

tal vez sin oportunidad de ensaya~ y resulta que sencillamente no encuentra las 

teclas a tiempo. Asi es preferible cantar sin 6rgano. 



A proposito, el organista y el director de cora, si hay cora, deben tener 

con buena anticipacion los nUmeros de himnos que se van a usar en el culto mayor 

para poder ensayarlos. El pastor y el director de core deben colaborar en la forma 

mas estrecha para que el nUmero que canta el cora tenga relaci6n con el dia re

spectiva del ano cristiano o ~on el tema del serm6~ especialmente cuando tal 

nlimero se canta inmediatamente antes del sermon. So~Pa aeair ~uo la funaien del 

eoro no ee flS.ra 91 entretenamiento d:e la aongFogaoien ei:ao Etl:le de~e eerviP "ttl'! 

~op6sito W'W ela?e on la a~opa.ei9~ de Ja mi~ma.. Es de mejor uso en la iglesia 

el que la congregaci6n cante un himno (El himno principal del culto) antes del 

sermon para de esta manera orientar el pensamiento para el tema del dia. 

Podemos esperar con alguna seguridad tener en nuestras manos el nuevo himnario 

en el primer semestre de 1960. Sugiero que mientras tanto copiemos a mime6grafo 
k~ ' unos himnos para el uso en las congregaciones(correspondientes a los respectivos 

ciclos del ano Cristiano.) 

Observaciones sobr~ el progreso del programa de literatura luterana y la 

reunion de Pennsylvania7Raran en lugar aparte. 

Hoy es dia de oportunidad en Colombia y debemos aprovecharlo. Dijo Di8s a 

Josue y a su•pueblo: "Yo os he entregado, como lo habia dicho a Moises, todo lugar 

que pisare la planta de vuestro pie ••• Nadie te podra hacer frente en todos los 

dias de tu vida: c.omo yo fui con Moises, sere contigo; no te dejare, ni te des

amparare. Esfuerzate y se valiente: p6rc1ue tu repartiras a este pueblo por heredad 

la tierra, de la cual jure a sus padres que la daria a ellos. Solamente te esfuerces 

y seas muy valiente, para cuidar de hacer conforme a toda la ley que mi siervo 

Moises te mando: no te apartes de ella ni a diestra ni a siniestra, para que 

seas prosperado en todas las cosas que ernprendieres. El libra de aquesta ley 

nunca se apartara de tu boca: antes de dia y de neche meditaras en el, para que 

guaraes y hagas ~onforme a todo lo que en el esta escrito: porque entonces haras 

prosperar tu camino, y todo te saldra bien." Josue 1:3, 5-8. 
A nosotros nos ha llamado a conquistar una tierra tambien - "todo lugar que 

pisare vuestro -pie" - Vamos a la conquista confiados en el poder y la fidelidad 

de Quien nos ha llamado. 

--Arnfeld C. 11orck 



IGLESIA EVANGELICA I,UT ~RANA - SINODO DE COLOMBIA 

Informs de la Presidenoia presentado ante la 
S6ptima Asamblea General, Julio de 1959. 

"Asi, que hermanos mios, amados, estad firmes y constantes, creciendo en 

la obra del Senor siempre, sabiendo que vuestro trabajo en el Senor no es vano". 

-I Cor. 15&58. 

Estas palabras del gran misionero cristiano, San Pablo, vienen m~ al caso 

cuando pensamos en el cometido de nuestra iglesia en Colombia. Pues enoierren 

una amonestaci6n de estar firmes y de crecer en la obra del Senor; y una promesa 

de que tal trabajo no es vano. No es vano porque creemos firmamente en la 

resurreccion de los muertos y que las almas ganadas para Cristo han de participar 

en la gloriosa resurreooi6n de los justos y ~ue por tanto toda obra hecha para 

extender y edificar la iglesia de Cristo en el mundo es un trc.bajo permanents. 

Si nos parece un trabajo ffi'lY lento tenemos la promesa de que es duraiero en 

~ cuanto es hecho en Cristo. 

Con grati tud hacia Dios recor•iamos la sexta asamblea en que El nos parmi ti6 

constituirnos oficialmente en un sinodo. 

Las congregaciones que lo componen habian mostrado su coherencia como tales 

en Cristo a travez de aiios de pruebas y de persecuoiones y se habian reunido 

cuando fuera posible en asamblea ~eneral para tratar sus mutuos problemas y 

coordinar la marcha de la obra y habian establecido para tal fin el "Consejo 

Administrati'ro Provisional" desde el aflo 1954. Por tal raz6n decimos ahara que 

estamcs celebrando la Septima Asarr.blea General aunque apenas hace un ano que nos 

constituimos en sinodo. 

Desie entonces hemos vista y experimentado las continuas bendioiones de 

Dies. Se ha podido abrir 5 escuelas primarias en nuestro oampo de trabajo, de 

modo que funcionan ahara onoe escuelas bajo la eficaz direccion de 1~ maestros 

y con la supervision de nuestro director de educaci6n, el Prof. Gustavo D. Rodri~uez. 

J J I .it 



LlU' and Colombia Syaod pastora •t October 5-7 in 1JogoU -ror a "Panora• 
Inati tute". Present were a Paa•ra Jle1'rafm llfiller and. lnlat lloolurtruHr, aD1 

"Dia.koD• hM.eriok fidow o£ the .Llltile2"1m "World ll'e4ezoationJ u4 Jlluto:ra Pauauiaa 

l'ilohea, Harold. Olaon, Oera1'4o Wilohea, Julio Oroaoo, Oli~o Xon. aa4 A.mtald 

Jlorok ot the EYa:aplioal Luthuaa CiJ.a.loraA- Ooloabia. SJDo4. (Paator Olger QUam"Ud 

1• on f'urlougb..) 

Leoturea were gi-nm b7 Pastor Geol"P 'r'o~q f4 "~ti.OD .Lu"Uleran Churoh", 

Caruaa, Vertesuela, ODI 

I. •Om:- tiniatr,r•; n. •Jeaua Ohrin, the Chu:roh aa4 the tlhu1"oA' a Kin11RZ7"1 

III. "The Law and the Ooapel in our 'Pl'eaoh.iDc•t IV. "!he Uait7 ot the Churoh"• 

Panor Poatq, a poliglot who pnaohea in five l~a (Buapri•, Oerraan, 

Sntioh, lmgiiah and Spardab.) epoke at the replar 11114-..ek eerioa ot the Colombian 

OOD.g1"ept1on ud. oond.uowd aerricea 1D llmag&l"ian tor his oe'Uil\qMil and in SWd.iah 

f'or the SoawU.aavian oolorq'. 

Prot. Glwnavo Rodr!pes, Splocl'a Eduoa.tional Direote, leetured. ona I. "The 

Objeotivet <.lf Pariah ~tion"J n. "!he Suntlq Sohoolt It'a Orpniu.tion and. 

11\motion"; .ill. "General View of the Cku:roh'a 'l'eaohi.nB ~"l IV. "Ditf'ercmt 
phaaea of Parish Education". 

"Diak:on" Tid.Olf u:plained. the work at the Diaoona.te in the German olmroh. 

Pastor Julio Orozco reviewed. the book, "Bridges of Ood" 1J.T HoOa.Yrar.a. em 

misaion policies, moldng pertinent applioation to the LaUD American situation. 

Pa.ator Renw1 Mfiller was in cha'rce of the deYoti<mal pertob. 

A Lutheran Hiniatoria.l Anociation tor Colombia waa organiaed with Pastor 

R~ )imler ae President and Paator Pauaaniaa 'l'llchee u Seoreta17. 



2. 

Tres lugaros han sido dedicados para la celebraci6n de oultosa La capilla 

de La Dorada, la nueva iglesia de Parpa, y la capilla de Chiscas. La Capilla 

en La Dorad.a fu~ inaugurada el 17 de agosto de 1958. En esta festiva ocasi6n 

predic6 el Pastor Pausanias ~ilches 1e Bogota quien fue acompru1ado por el coro 

de au iglesia que contribuy6 muchisimo en el enriquecimiento de los cultos. 

foe instalado el pastor; hubo bautismos, confirmaciones y Santa Cena. La oon

gregaci6n de la Santisima Trinidad de La Dorad.a sin organizarlle:roficialmente 

es pastoreada por el Rdo. Julio C. Orozco, y la Srta. Luz Mila Mendivelso es 

maestra de la escuela recien puesta en marcha este ano. 

Felicitamos especialmente a los hermanos a..e Socota por el triunfo de haber 

~ 
logrado 1 al fin, despues de sufri~reveces, colocar el techo so~re las parades de 
~ 

piedra y as~tomar en uso su nueva iglesia. Este santuario fue dedicado el 26 

de abril del ano en curso, con la participaci6n del Sr. Jose Ayala N., el Dr. 

Syrdal, el 'Cuarteto de la iglesia de El Redentor y el suscrito. 

Muy festivo fue tambien la dedicaci6n de la casa en Chiscas el tres de 

mayo por el Pastor Olson, asesorado por el Dr. Syrdal y el cuarteto de Bogota. 

-,elicli. tamos a las Srtas. Helena Danielson y Carl eli Silva, al Pastor Mora, y a 

los hermanos de esta region por la buena marcha de esa obra recien reanudada. 

Sel:,'11n los ~n_torAes estadisticos ie 1958, las congregaciones del Sinodo 
~---~k 

contaban con,-~585 miembros al finalizar el ai'io. Hubo un au1nento ie 105 miembros; 

'? adul tos bautizados; 37 ninos 1Jautizados y 1)6 adul tos con:fir:r.ados. Estos 111 timos 

provienen del romanismo nominal. En toio hubo una ganancia de aproximadamente 

22% sobre la cifra del ano anterior. 

Aunque pequeno el s!nodo y pocos sus miembros, creemos que es, como dicen 

las Sscrituras, una levadura que ha de leuiar toda la masa ~ue la r~dea. 

(Improvisar sobre este "desafio" de 

_ ... -· 



PERSONAL REPORT - 1959 

Belva M. Nerlien 

11 And such were ••• you. But you were washed, you were senclif'ied, yout.'lfere justi
fied in the name of' the Lord Jesus Ohrist and 1a the Spirit of' our God." 

I CoDinthians 6111. 
Many years ago now this verse came to tq attention when I particularly needed its 
comforting assurance. With each succeeding year I have needed it a disconcerting 
number ot times. 1 If' thou, 0 Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with thee ••• " 

Not only the spiritual but also my physical lillttations are •t.stressing, and I am 
constrained . to echo the Psalmist 1 s xun again as he says 1 'What is man that thou 
art mindful of' him, and the son of man that thou dost care for him1 11 

But He does care and I trust that some of' His loving concern f'or His earthly crea
tures has shone also through me in my work as Bible Institute teacher end parish 
visitor in Bogot{ this past year ••• despita all Jllf failings. My relationship vith 
Pastor Olson, director, Gustavo Rodr!~ez, professor, and Leonilde Montoya, teacher 
and girls' matron, was a happy one. The latter two as new teachers this year did 
DllCh to llllke the spirit of the school better then last year. I was especially ap
preciative of Srta. Leon1lde1 s work as resident matron and am pleased that she will 
cont.inu.e in this capacity during the coming year. 

I have llso deireloped an ever-growing appreciation for Pastor Pausanias Wilches, 
God 1 s :f'ai thful servant in La Iglesia de El Redentor. His integrity, consecration 
and his disposition to insist on that which is right and let the chips tall where 
they may are to be admired.Be it as preacher, counsellor, or home visitor, he has 
Dll1ch to gi v•. 
Perhaps a few homely glimpses into my work will best tell about the little everyday 
enc ouragemente ••• and dif'f'icul ties 1 I remember Dolfenia 1s remark when she found her 
counsellor interested in her ptoblems and willing to go out of her way to give a 
spiritual 11tt. 'Little did I think you would be so concerned", she waid. Surely 
there was cause for me to do a little self'-examiningJ no doubt I had given the im
pression of being busy and preaidupied. But I was also filled with a sense of the 
tremendous worthwhileness of the work to whUli I am called as I sa her hopes re-
vi ve and her courage return. mt. was she too who showed most enthusl.asm for the 
visitation program carried out with the Institute girls this year. If another girl 
could not go on her scheduled day, I could always count on Dolfenia as a willing 
companion. 

Thanks 'fo the Holy Spirit's working, hearts were tbuched and blessed and spiritual 
growth resulted f'rom the st11dy of the Gospel of 6J.ohn, my only Bible subject. One 
sometimes waits in vain in class to see the sparkling eye that· revells joy in a 
new discovery, but to oomjlensate there were unexpected references to something 
gleaned f'rom this study, sometimes in a conversation, or in a cllpal talk or letter. 
It was especially thrilling to f'ind that their remark8 indicated a deeper probing 
into the text in question and not only assimilation of what had been given directly 
in class. Here was evidence that the Word was living and acting in their hearts. 

It was my privilege to acoompaey two teams of' students on their deputation trips to 
the congregations. After the one in chich we did hours of' hiking on mountain trails 
to reach our destinations, fun-loving, joking Melco came back to give an impromptu 
chapel talk"that showed that he has many a serious thought in his head after alla 



"As we traversed the seeminglj endless taails amidst the beauty or God 1 s creation, 
I though to Ohrist 1 s words a Go ye into Ul the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. I remembered also that He waitls I am the Way". After seeing what good 
these short trips did the students in terms or seeing the harvest field with new 
eyes, I am glad il.any of them were able to take an active part in the work as evangel· 
ists or vacation church school teachers duriug x••xS'tml December and January. They 
will be better students and more consecaatedOhristians for the experience. 

Just as these glimpses of the work of the ccmgregations have challenged the atudentsJ 
rrr:r visits to the homes of members and inquirers have challenged me to prayer and hav4 
stirred in me greater compassion for and understanding of the peopie I am in Oolombit 
to serve. 'lhey range from the little old lady on the hillside whose home is a shambl 
full of junk(but who prefers to live alone rather than be with daughters-in- law who 
molest and ridicule her for her faith).to the lawyer's wife who despite her well-~· 
nished home has her probleas too with illness and a husband who is not i~erested in 
church ••• and to the Hungarian immigrant families. many of wham are the result of mi.x4 
marriages and whose still-meager knowledge of Spanish makes communication most diffi· 
cult. One sweet lady is concerned about her backsliding husband (her prayers and ow 
have been answered and he is on a firm foot.iDg again now) J a young man about his way· 
ward brother (the suggestion to pray and watch for an opportunity to witness was fol: 
and "brother" now attends church almost eTeJ7 Sunday). Many need encouragement to 
come out for the pastor's class on Sunday morning end peepare for church membership. 
All too many are happy to be visited but can find numerous excuses for never becomiDJ 
faithful church-goers. 

But ••• nollimore time for visiting now& there1 s a houseful of guests ~o receive, or a 
committee meeting to attend, a Sunday School session to plan, or lml' of a dozen otheJ 
interesting things that need doing. Excuse me, please. 



CELMOSA MISSIOJi 

Superintendent's Report for 1959 

" ••• So that as grace extends to more and more people it ~ increase thanksgiving, 
to the glor,r of God." II Cor. 4tl5. 

'l'he purpose of our ministry- is that the gr&Oe of God ma.;r extend t'to more 

and more people". The result is that tha.nkagirlng ~ increase, to the glor,y 

of God. In fact, we wq aB:3' that this tha.nksgirlng and resultant glor,y to God. 

is also the purpose. For if the people we serve, and we ourselnus, have really 

become thankful people in the true senae of the word, God has reached His purpose 

in our lives. 

Undoubtedly we have seen evidences of this thanksgiving during the year upon 

which the curtain has just fallen. We D1lq" also have been keenly disappointed by 

a spirit of thanklessness in those whom we had expected thankfulness for the 

grace of God so abundantly received, a spirit ~ "let's get all we can and give 

as little a.s possible". llevertheless, "having "this ministry by the mercy of God, 

we do not lose heart". 

llo Interference by Civil Authorities 

We thank God because there has been no interference in our work by civil 

authorities. On ,the contrary, in one case, that of the school in Paz de Ariporo, 

where the local priest ordered our school closed, the meyor refused to do so 

without orders from civil authorities. Such orders never came and the school 

continued. 

Eleven elementary schools have functioned during the year, headed by 16 

teachers, with a total enrollment of • 

Work Resumed in Chisoas1 eta. 

Regular work has been resumed in Chiscas with residence of missionary Helen 

Danielson and the opening of a d~ school under the direction of Miss Ca.rlely 

Silva in that town. The good attendance is encouraging. The property, including 

living quarters, school rooms and chapel, owned by the Mission since 1949, W8.8 

dedicated on May 3, 1959, by Pastor Harold Olson and Dr. Rolf Syrdal. The 

various pastors, the eduoation&l director and others have mads occasional visits 

to Chisoas to hold services since Pastor Mora's extensive pa;rish (the whole 

Gutierez region) does not permit him to serve Chisoa.s regularly. It should be 

possible soon to organize a congregation in Chiscas. 

Work in the whole Gutierez region is promising and continues to expand under 

Pastor Mora's leadership. However, more personnel is needed, especially to attain 

more systematic oatechetioal instruction in the "vered.as" of Chiscas, Coo~ and on 

up to Rechiniga. 



SUperinten4ent•s Report ~or 1959 2. 

Sooota 

The "Good Shepherd" congregation ot SoootA has made progreaa~~ ,the 

:rear under Jos' qala's quiet and unassuming leadership. It seems that he has 

been respected in his own community and has not been "despised. beoauae o~ his youth", 

It was :rour superintendent's privilege to serve this rural congregation as the 

responsible pastor during the past yea:r. This consisted. of a schedule of monthl7 

visits to both Parpa and Mausa. Pastors P. WUohes and. H. Olson and h. Rodriguez 

ea.oh filled in with one such visit. Grati tud is expressed to th.eee brethren for 

filling in dur~g trips to the u.s.A.. and other duties. 

Seven communion services were held in Mausa, eight in Parpa and seven priva-te 

administrations in Cosoativ§.. 

During the yea:r, 11 children and 2 adults were baptized; 23 persons were 

con~irmed.. Of these, 4 were yotmg people baptized in our church. The remaining 

19 were gains ~rom nominal Romanism, several of whom have for rne.ny years identified 

themselves with the congregations but only now took the step of public confession 

of their faith through confirmation. This represents a gain of 38 souls. However, 

there were 3 infant deaths, leaving a net gain of 35 members (or 41~) and a total 

membership o~ 120. Of' this total, 7 now live in BogotA and should be given letters 

of transfer. At least 4 others are inactive and have not attended services during 

the yea.r. 

It was a great eatisfa.otion for us to dedicate, with Dr. Syrdal 's help, the 

new stone church, the construction of which had been suspended since 1956 because 

of persecution. 

The group at Mauss. is very active and. appreciative. Due to the distance 

which separates them from Parpa, rendering a:ny real cooperation and ~ellowsldp 

all but impossible, they are now planning to organize separately and build a 

chapel. 

Other areas 

In Casanare they are also thinking or building a chapel. A simple structure 

for a school is alre~ under w~. 

'fhe Uni taria.n ("Jesus Only") Pentecostals, active in some parts of the Plains, 

have confused some of our people. Our work in the Plains needs strengthening, 

by a resident pastor and a chapel, perhaps in the town of Paz de uiporo .. 

Sogamoso and La Dora.d.a. have not developed as we had hoped. But they are 

both very strategic centers and there are new contacts that we believe will lead 

to growth in both cities. 



Superintendent's Report for 1959 

Tunja., always hard soil to work, looks more promising todq than ever. 

In Bogota things go on normally - too normally. Is it not time Redeemer 

Lutheran "mothers'1 a congregation in South BogotA? 

Institute 

'l'h.e "Insti tuto Mblioo-Cul tural" was hapw w1 th 1 ts choice of a Colombitm 

dean of girls, Miss Leonilde Montoya. Proposal of reorganizing the Institute 

as a pre-seminary school was d.isoussed in Consejo but tabled for further study. 

smiai Events 

3. 

Special events during the year weret The .Annual Ueeting, with Dr. And.r6s A. 

Melendez of the Spanish Lutheran Hour as guest speaker; the Teaohers• Institute; 

the Pastore' Institute, w1 th Pastor Posf'q and Gustavo Rodriguez as lecturers. 

A Lutheran Ministerial A.ssooiation was organised with Pastor Kerman lfllller (LWF) 

as President and Pastor Pausanias Wilohes as Sacret8r,1. 

Our Synod was represented in the In Latin American Lutheran Conference in 

Buenos Aires by Pastor Julio Orozco a.nd. l.{r. Oetavio L6pez. 

Students and Leadership Training 

Mr. L6pez was graduated from the Faoul tad Lutera.na de 'l'eologia in December 

and has been oal.led to nerve in Tunja and Socota. 

Mx. Juan Monto74 is expected to complete hl.s theological training at 

Seminario Augsburgo in Kexico at the end c~ 196o. Three evangelists are granted 

scholarships to finish their secondary training with the view to continue on to 

seminary and prepare themselves for the Holy Ministry. Conversations are under 

way regarding a joint Lutheran theological. training program in the Caribbean 

area in cooperation with the Mexico and Missouri Synods. The first step in this 

direction m&\V lead. to a special training prognun for lay vohmteer workers or 

catechists, something very essential to the expansion and strengthening of our 

work everywhere. 

Perhaps our greatest need is a deep-flowing, thorough-going spiritual 

revival in our churches, beginning with each of us - "so that as gra.oe extends 

to more and more people it ~ increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.." 

APPENDIX 

Besides the ti.me--consu."'ling desk work required by his assignment on the 

Hymnal Comrni ttee, the reading of manuscripts that come to his desk through the 

tttutheran Consultation on Spanish Literature", and the correspondence entailed 
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Superintendent's Report for 1959 

by the administration of Mission and Synod, your superintendent made the following 

trips during 1959 a 

3 to Chisoas and E1 Cocuy 

3 to La Dorada 

6 to Sogamoso 

3 to Tunja (f'or services or business) 

1 to Parpa and Mausa 

2 to the United States (for nymnal and literature meetings) 

1 to Oali. f'or Conference on Communications 

1 to Ibagu~ for .Annual Meeting of CEDEC. 

He regrets not having visited Casanare. 

Much time has been spent on miscellaneous activities. For example: 

1) Helping to entertain guests from abroad, such as: Halverson and Holmen (six 

weeks covering most of the field with them while filming the Colombia picture); 

Dr. Syrrlal (several days); Dr. Viilclrick {several days); Drs. Herman a.nd Nuez 

(several ~s); Dr. liehrenz (several days); ?a.ators Gussick, 1>lelend.ez, Caban, 

Bertermann, Mr. Stevenson, Dr. Empie and others (shorter visits). 

· '2) Regular and special meetings of Missionary Conference, Consejo and. Executive 

Committee, Annual Meeting of Synod, Pastors• Institute, etc., vd th agendas, reports 

studies and programs to prepare before, and Minutes to dra.ft ancl translate after

wards, in addition to th.e resultant correspondenoe with Boards, Committees and 

individuals. 

3) Hours and days prodding customs• of'fioial.s; drawing plans for chapel furniture; 

attending to property deeds and legal mattf)rs; advising on remodelling and re

pairing; untangling and completing churoh records; gathering and compiling required 

statistics•• .and trying not to appear so busy that people would refrain from 

oonfiiing in one. 

These things have not been mentioned in my reports before. !hey have been 

taken for granted. lilld you all, no doubt, have ahared some of the same sense of 

frustration when details of administration seem to crowd out the more essential. 

thi.ngs. Added to this il'3 the drag of being an incorrigible "slow poke". Two 

whole books in manuscript still lie unread on m::r desk. Other items that should. 

have gone to the press have been del8\V'ed. We should have been getting out a paper 

for the field, mimeographed if nothing else. 

This is not said 5~ self-defense, but in admission of' falling f'ar short of 

one's own demands and hopes. What we have done to avail our field of the reaourcer 
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o~ communication through literatture, auiio-visual aids, etc., is negligible. 

Not only have we lagged in the production of these means, but perhaps we have 

even failed more seriously in the distribution and effective use of available 

literature and promotional materials in our congregations. We have lost our 

opportunity for a full-scale book store in Bogota. Is there not something to be 

explored in the direction of Ruth Temple's suggestion? Could we not have a live 

and. active film service by whioh slides, filmstrips, movies and other materials oan 

be kept constantly moving in our congregations? Would it not be worthwhile to 

invest in more projeol;ors and good audio-visual materials? 

There will be a Lutheran meeting on communications held in Latin America 

in 1961, God willing. Let •s be "on the ball n: It will probably be held in 

Caracas, Lima or Bogota. Shall we invite? Gussick, CaM.n, Neh.renz and I are 

appointed as a committee to plan the program. Do you have any suggestions? 

(Sea the proposals we drew up provisionally at Buok Hill Falls.) 

Thanks to ee.oh of you for cooperation and for fellowship in the Lord • s work 

d.uring 1959! 

-Arn.teld :::. I~orck 
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At a meeting of the Evangelic~! Confederation of Colombia, held in !hague in December of last year, the Rev. Robert W. Lazear, Jr., Exec
utive Secretary of the Confederation and our pastor at Union Church during the summer and fall months of 1959) asked the conferees to place 
on a map of Colombia the Evangelical work in their individual areas. With the help of the National Pastor's Association, and several months' 
work, the above map was compiled. It is believed that this is the first such comprehensive map of Evangelical work ever to be made in Colom
bia. A breakdown of the Evangelical activity is as follows: 192 organized Protestant Spanish-speaking Churches, 401 congregations with regular 
services, 119 Protestant-sponsored schools, 22 hospitals, dispensaries or clinics, and 13 seminaries or Bible Institutes. Not shown on the map are 
approximately twelve English-speaking Protestant congregations and churches, including our own Union Church and St. Alban's Ohurch of Bogota. 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
of the 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - COLOMBIA SYNOD 

PREAMBLE 

In the Name of the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, supreme source of 
all inspiration and authority, we, pastors of the Lutheran Church and delegates 
from Lutheran congregations of Colombia, do hereby resolve that the following be 
the COli'STITUTION OF T.FJ::6 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - COLOMBIA SYNOD. 

NAME 

TITLE I 

PRELIMINARIES 

CHAPTER ONE 

Article 1. The name of this church is: Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia 
Synod, which in this constitution is called "The Synod". 

CHAPTER TWO 
DOCTRINE 

Article 2. The Synod accepts and holds the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments as the revealed Word of God~ therefore the only infallible criterion of 
faith and life. 
Article 3. The Synod accepts~ (1) The Apostles' Creed, (2) The Nicene Creed, 
(3) The Athanasian Creed, (4) Luther's Small Catechism, (5) The Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession, as true and brief declarations of the doctrine of the Word of God. 

CHAPTER THREE 
LITURGY 
Article 4. The Synod recow~ends the use of one common liturgy, the pericopes and 
hymnal 11 Cul to Cristianoll, and recognizes congregational freedom in the use of 
ecclesiastical vestments and ornaments. 

CHAPTER FOUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
Article 5. The Synod declares its desire to cooperate ;nth other Lutheran Synods 
and bodies within as vvell as outside the country and \7i th the Lutheran World 
Federation. 
Article 1). Believing in the 11Holy Christian Church", the "Communion of Saints 11

, 

The Synod recognizes oneness in Christ with the whole Christian Church Universal. 

PURPOSE 

TITLE II 

ONLY CHAPTER 

Article 7. The purpose of The Synod shall be to: 
a. Assist the member conGTegations in the preaching and teaching of the Gospel 

and the administration of the Sacraments~ in order to; 
1) bring all men to be saved and to come to the knoTiledge of the truth 

(I Tim. 2:4); 
2) nurture the spiritual life of the believers for the building up of the 

Body of Christ (Eph. 4;12); 
b. Promote the organization of new congregations in this country and carry out 

mission work in foreign countries; 
c. Preserve the purity of doctrine and practice within the member congregations; 
d. Preserve the unity of the true faith according to Zph. 4~3-11); I Cor. 1~10. 

Article 8. In order to fulfill these purposes, The Synod will train pastors, 
evangelists and teachers, and \~.rill instruct and guide all believers in order that 
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they may carry out the work at home and abroad~ will promote the publication of 
Christian literature~ and ~ll establish and maintain 9 according to its needs and 
pos.sibilities~ educ.:dional and social welfare institutions. 

MEMBERS 

TITLE III 
ORGJ~IZATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

CHAPTER ONE 

Article 9. The Lutheran congregations in Colombia, duly organized at the promulga
tion of the present Constitution~ and \'lhich accept and follow i t 7 will be members 
of the Synod. 
Article 10. lmy other organized congregation ·with no less than ten (10) voting 
members, and which accepts this Constitution 9 may ask to affiliate with the Synod. 
With the application shall be presented a copy of the con8Tegation's constitution. 
The Synodical Council mll study such application and make its recommendations to 
the General Synodical Assembly which will submit the application to a vote. A 
majority vote shall be required for acceptance. 

CHAPTER T'-.'0 
G3NERJi.L SYNOD I 8AL ASSD~BL Y 
Article 11. The General Synodical Assembly shall be composed of ordained pastors 
\ilio have charges within the Synod and of delegates elected by the local congToga
tions according to the Synodical By-La~s. The method of election and number of 
delegates shall be determined in the By-Laus. 
_4rticle 12. The General Assembly shall exercise the highest authority of The 
Synod ni th legislative and judicial pm-;er. 
Article 13. The regular meeting of the Assembly w~ll ~e held once a year. The 
dates for such general Assembly and the procedure of calling such a meeting shal~ 
be determined in the By-La·,-;s. 
Article 14. Special meetings of the Assembly may be called by the Synodical 
Cou...YJ.cil w·hen necessary or ad vi sable. 
Article 15. The Assembly shall establish such Departments or Permanent Committees 
as it may deem necessary for carrying out the different activities of the Church. 
Article 16. From nominations presented by the Synodical Council 1 the Assembly 
shall appoint the members of the Departments referred to in Article 15. 
Article 17. The Assembly may create special committees F!len necessary. 
Article 18. The Assembly may not transact business Yti thout a quoru.'!l. A majority 
of the registered delegates shall constitute a quorum. 

CILU>TER THREE 
SYNODICJi.L COUNCIL 
Article 19. The Synodical Council is the Executive Organ of the Synod and h~s 
tho following functions~ 

a. To carry out the actions of the General Synodical Assembly; 
b. To process routine matters] 
c. To prepare agenda for meetings of the General Assembly, as uell as to send 

out announcements for such meetings not less than one month in advance; 
d. To study applications of ne':; congregations for acceptance into Synod; 
e. To exercise legislative powers in case of emergency uhen the Assembly i~ tn 

recess'9 
f. To present nominations to the Assembly for the various Departments1

) 

g. To create special committees Nhen needed. 
Article 20. The Synodical Council shall consist of a president 1 a vice-president~ 
,-.rho should be ordained ministers in good_ standing LYJ. the Church; a secretary, a 
treasurer 9 six members and t·110 gcnercl substitutes. .All members are to be elected 
by the General Assembly. 
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J~ticle 21. The four officers mentioned in the previous iiTticle shall be the sa~e 
as those of the Genero.l Assembly and ..-:ill hold office for a term of three years. 
The members and substitutes vdll serve for a term of two years, and of their number 
at least half should be laymen. 
The officers as well as members and substitutes may be reelected for a consecutive 
period. 
l~ticle 22. The Council shall meet regularly three (3) times a year, and special 
meetings may be called in case of need. The quorum shall be two-thirds of its 
membership. 

CHAPTER FOUR 
MDHSTERIUM 
Article 23. · The Ministerium of this Synod shall be made up of all its ordained 
pastors. The Synod shall maintain a clergy roster, in charge of the Secretary, 
'\71.1ere shall appear the names of all ordained pastors together >.?i th their respective 
vitae. 
Article 24. From the members of the Ministerium, the Synodical Council shall 
appoint committees to examine and recommend to the General Synodical Assembly the 
candidates to the Holy ll!iinistrv and to counsel, admonish anrl discipline pastors 
and evangelists, and to resolve doctrinal issues. 

CR!JlTER FIVE 
OFFICERS -----
Ar ucle 25. President. The President shall be the official representative of' '1:.!.1e 
Synod and shall have the f oll o~·;ing duties and rights: 

a. He shall guide The Synod according to the provisions of the Constitution and 
frequently visit the congregations within his jurisdiction. 

b. He shall 1 together wi ~h the Ministerium, ordain pastors to the Holy Ministry. 
c. He shall mediate in disputes and disagreements which may arise within the 

Synod, always Ylatchful to preserve the purity of doctrine and practice. 
d. He shall call and pr2side at meetings of the General Synodical Assembly and 

the Synodical Council. 
e. He shall call and preside at special meetings of oember congregations of the 

Synod in order to c1iscuss and resolve matters relating to the work as well 
as problems in these congregations5 when this ~s requested by the interested 
congregations, or if ordered by the Synodical Coun0il. 

f. He shall install pastors in their charges an·i dedicc;,te buildings or authorize 
someone to do so. 

g. He shall pres·3nt a detailed annual report to the G8nerc:.l J~.ssembly concerning 
his vork, the work of the Synodical Council 2.nd the general progress of the 
Synod. · 

1kticle 26. Vice-president. The Vice-president shall help the President carry out 
his duties and replace him Fhen he is a'-sent or 'iihen the Council determines that 
he is unable to carry out his duties. In this case, the Vice-president's duties 
shall be provisional. 
Article 27. Secretary. The Secretary shall have the follor:ing duties; 

a. To record the Minutes at meetings. 
b. To be in charge of the files and arc::ives and keep them up to date as 11ell 

as to havo in his custody the Synod's corpora~a seal. 
c. To carry on the correspondence, maintain the statistics of the Synod, 2nd 

perform any other secretarial duties under the supervision of the Preside:.-~ 
d. To substitute on an interim basis for the Vice-president in his absence. 

Article 28. Treasurer. Tha Treasurer shall have the folloT>'ing duties~ 
a. To receive and keep with proper security the moneys of the Synodc 
b. To keep the necessary books for the managing of the funds. 
c" To make the necessary disbursements as authorized by the Synodical Council. 

(cont. p. 4) 
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d. To present an annual financial ri::port? and to prepare the regular proposed 
budget to be presented to the Sp1odical Council which in turn shall recommend 
it to the General Synodical Assembly for final approval. 

TITLE IV 

PLSTORS: THEIR ORDINATIO.H, THEIR DU'IIES, THEIR RIGHTS llii:U THEIR DISCIPLINE 
CHAPTER ONE 

ORDINATION 
;br·.;p.clo 29_. A :pactor shall meet the follov.-ing requirements: 

a. He shall "::>e 2. Christian \<ti til a good testimony al-d. have satisfactorily com
pleted stadies in a seminary approved by the Synod; 

b. He shall have had adequate ministerial experience for at least one year; 
c. He shall have receiv9d a call from a local congregation or the Synodical 

Council; 
d. He shall have been examined and approved by the committee named by the 

Synodical Council. 
CHA?TEF.. TV!O 

DUTI~S 4~m RIGHTS 
Article 30. The pastors shall have the following duties~ 

a. To preach and teach t!le \'!ford? 
b, To administer th8 sacramen~s; 
c. To watch over the development and progress of the congregations entrusted 

to them. 
_l\.rt_~cle ~!_. The pastors sl12.ll have the following ri,;hts; 

a. To receive tho neceGsary fin~>cial support for themselves, their families 
a!d thei~ ministry. 

b. To be delegates to tile General Synodical Assembly and to be members of the 
Ministerium. 

CHAPTER THREE 
DISCIPLINE 
Article 32. The pastors shall "Je subject to the discipline of the Synod in the 
follo1c-ing circums-'.;ances: 

2., Fhen they preach or t.;;ach doc trines which are not in accordance with the 
yrinciples of faith of this Synod; 

b. ~:"hen through \7ord or deed. they have brought shame ~'1.d dishonor to the Lord 
Je3us Christ and His Church"; 

c. Vben they have disobeyed the provisions of this constitution or the decisions 
of the Goneral Assembly 1 or have failed. to carry out said decisions. 

k~tic~_])~ The di3ciplining cf Pastors shall be carried out by the President 
togothcr ~ith the ~~nisteriQm 1 but depo~ition from the ministerial office shall be 
carried out only after approval by the General Syno·iical Assembly. In case the 
President fail~ in the o~inion of the Council to carry out his duties, the Vice
p:.'esid.ent shall call a meeting of the Church Council, '<lhich may make recommendations 
t'J the General S;ynoiical Assembly. 
Art;_cle ~4..· The pl::c-:;;:>ose of disciplining pastors is for their correction and to 
insure the harmcnious progToss of thc: Church. 

TITLE V 

ONLY CHllPTER 

EVLNG:SLISTSg DUTIES RIGHTS AF:D DISCIPLINE 
::; ____ -----·---- --

liTticle 35. The duties~ richts and discipline of eva~gelists shall be the same as 
fo::::- pa.stors as e:3tablishcd in TI'T_lLE IV, CHAP':r;::;Rs T.\iO liND THREE~ except (b) of 
Article 30 and (b) of Article 31. 
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f~OPERTIES AND FIKANCES 

TITLE VI 

ONLY CHAPTER 

5-

~tjcle 36. The Synod recognizes its stewardship responsibility in tho extension 
of the Kingdom of God~ and because of this adheres to the principle of autonomy 
in its government and economic sustenance. 
l~ti~le 3Jl. The Synod may receive contributions and donations, and shall c2ncel 
financial obligations that it may have incurred, being careful not to enter into 
burdensome and unwise transactions. 
:f::r:-_~icle 38. During the period in which the Synod receives foreign mission sub
s~dies, such subsidy funds shall be managed by the Synod. 
~:;::_!icle 39. The real estate of the Synod and of the local congregations shall be 
provisionally held by the "personeria juridica" of the ncorporaci6n Evangelica 
Andina". The local congrGgations shall have the sole use of their properties as 
long as these are limited to activities of the Church? al~ays being responsible 
~or tho upkeep and repair of the properties ~hich thsy occupy. 
Article 40_. The local congregations may transfer only those properties which have 
boon acquired without restrictive clauses. 

E .. Y-:Uli~JS .PJiTD R:GGULATIOl'T~ 

TITLE VII 
ONLY CRAFTER 

~'.rt2:_2lo 4!:_. Tho by-lans and regulations shall be determined according to need~ but 
they may not conflict '".7i th the provisions of this Constitution. 

Nf''TIJmCNTS - -·~----

TITLE VIII 
ONLY CHAPTER 

Article 42. This Consti t1...: ~-ion may be amended, but the proposed amendment must be 
presented in writing a."ld. accepted by majority vote of tho General Synodical Assembly 
ar1d adopted at the next annual mooting of same. A t-::o-thirds vote shall be required 
to adopt an amendment. 
lcticle 42. CHAPTER T\--0 of TITLE I and this TITLE VIII may not be altered. 

f.i_t:,~1ed in Bogota on July 2f1 9 1958. 



PERSONAL RI'J>ORT 1960 

Arnfeld c. Morek 

Viewing the year whose last hours ore alip~ing away from me as I write, and 

trying to take inventory of ita twelve brief months and of seventeen years in Latin 

America, I am reminded of our Savior's words in Luke 17rl0a ~so you also, when you 

have done all that is commanded you, say, 'we are unworthy servants; we hav~ only 

done whet was our duty. 1 • -And then, U' I huve not even done what ~1as commanded, 

what category doeo that place me in? Not only unworthy, but unfaithful? I can only 

take refuge in God 1 s steadfast love, faithfulness and forgiveness for future days of 

more use~Jl service. 

Since Olger will be giving the Superintendent's report, I prefer to call this a 

personal report, even though it may have some bearing uron the total picture of our 

work. 

The months of January to Autust included serving Tunja as -senior pastor•, 

especially in Octavio Lopez's absence, administering comwunion there, end in Sogamoso 

when Gerardo Wilches wae in Cessnare; trips to La torada, lollraf'lores end MexicoJ 

helping with the final editing of' Culto Cristiano, Ritual Cristiano, and working on 

other manuscripts; com~iling data end writing •histories• for the congregations to 

go into the !Jarish records (three ere still lacdng, unless someone else has done 

them). A lePs fruitful investment of time went into much l:ouse-1-.unting, sorUng of 

files and other "chores". 

We remember with grntttud the kindness of our co-workers who helped us wtnd up 

necessary details before coming north on furlough, those who came to "see us orr• and 

all of you for cooperation and fellowship in Christ. 

The year included special events such as the pastors' retreat with participants 

from Mexico and the general Caribbean area and guest sneakers Franklin Cleric Fry, 

Melvin Hammarberg, Stewart Herman, Odd Knaevelsrud and others. 

The executive committee meeting of the LWF in Brazil brought other distinguished 

visitore to our midst, most of them only to Bogot6& fredrick A. Sohiotz, Bo Gtertz, 
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Henrik l~uge, Arne Sovik, C.M. Hansen, and others. 

In July we were happy to receive the new congregation at Chiscas into the 

fellowship of the Synod and to welcome Olger Quanrud back from furlough to continue 

his veteran ministry in our church. 

Our Synod's executive committee re~resented the church at an import~nt meeting 

in Mexico City last June at whtcb, &s e re~tlt of considerable orevious negotiation, 

the first stones were laid for the foundation of a Lutheran seminary in the Caribbean 

area. An interim committee has continued to place more stones in the structure. 

Upon Conference recommendation, Board a~proval and advice from Cr. Andrew Burgess 

(Dr. SyrdRl was in Africa), I enrolled in the University of Minnesota's School of 

Journalism for a l~hour load of studies. Fall Quarter courses weret 

Journalism 11, Reporting and News Writing 
~ 78, Public Relations Methods 
• 1}0, Public Opinion and Mass Media, Survey Methods, etc. 
n 200, (A seminar covering research in many phases of Journalism) 

Political Science 155, Government, Politics and International Relations 
in i.atin America. 

I am registered for the ~l'inter C,cugrter i,;a 

Journalism 121, 'The !1aas Media and a Dynamic Society, covering among other 
things, International Press and Ethics of Journalism. 

Journalism 69, Radio ~nd television oroduction 
Journalism 74, Magazine editing · 
Political Scie ;ce le6, Continuation of 155 on ~atin Ame:-ica. 

I was lined up for enough graduate work to have finished residence studies for 

a Master's Degree, with n ~ajor in ~ournalism end a minor in Political Science on 

Latin illllerica. But the first quarter shows me that too ronny of the :rraduate courses 

go too deeply into research and technicalities to 8ive me the prac,tical training I 

came here to get. Therefore, I have abandoned that ambition in obedience to the 

major purpose of my studies here and will ta;ce courses in winter and spring quarters 

thet I think: will yield tl:e greatest returns in practical knowledge and skills. 

The pressure of a 15-hour load aid not .permit thorough work in all courses 

even though grades arc satisfactory except in one course in which I have had to take 

an incomolete. Only 12 hours are lined up for the winter quarter end the spring 
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quarter will be trimmea do..,m more as the inevitable pressure of speaking engagements 

increases. 

'l'he courses are interesting, helpful, humbling e.nd chollenging, but they will 

not make an expert out of this old clay a bit too stiff for ready molding. 

Three of the written assignments have been related to Colombia and our church, 

one a detailed survey design for study of •eommunioating the Christian Faith in 

Oolombia•;.another was a public relations program tor the church (external and 

internal relations). A term paper in Political Science will be written on church 

and state in Colombia. (Please keep me posted on recent developments.) 

These things are being mentioned because you have a right to know what I am 

doing with your recommendation to study. 

I hope it will help to prepare me a little more for an important phase of our 

work, the communication or the Gospel through all the media available to us. In all 

of the courses I try to wake mental (and, as mentioned, some written) adaptations 

to our specific situation. 

Kermit Roisen from Madagascar is studying business administration and advertising 

to sharpen himself UP for management of their 80-man printing plant; Arndt F~verson 

is taking Education; Gordon. Ruud, ?.adio; l~rold Aasland (Ja~an) end Jim Wogsted 

(Formosa) are taking graduate work in Theology. Most missionaries are specializing 

in something, E-nd I think we are on the right track doing so. 

As mentioned incidentally in a letter to harold, which he may share with you 

if he li~es, pro,"refls hes been made where missionaries have been placed in specialized 

fields& Evangelism, stewardship; literature, education, etc. There will always be 

more tl.an enougl: to do in the pariohes and in the administration of the church, but 

this must be the regnonsibility of the nationals first. Eventually, we trust that 

God will also call and prepare them in the specialized departments as the work exoands. 

Since Christian literature could be considered the~ handmaid of all of the 

departments, I would like to offer my continued services in that field and ask 

Conference to consider leaving my hands as free as poaaible for a full-time ministry 
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~ in the mass media. Much can be done through the regular appearance of a mimeographed 

bulletin, the preparation of materials for parish education, etc. In addition, I 

have been asked to serve as one ot the editors for the program of •Publicacion~s el 

Escudo•. I would like to accept that appointment if Conference and Consejo can leave 

me tree to do so. This will mean critical reeding of manuscripts within a given 

deadline as they come from the various translators, then to be returned to the 

editorial chairman. 

Doctors Syrdal and Field and I represented the ELC at the ftYmnal C4mmittee meeting 

and Consultation on Span~sh Literature at Buck Hill Falls in November (Field, only 

the Hymnal Committee). The Cul to Cristiano IIIB.nuscript is all ready and I hope it will 

soon be printed.. For the Biblical portions in the book we used what was to be the 

final revision of the new Valera version. Since then there have been further changes. 
not 

But the F~l Committee does/want to delay publication of CO still further by revising 

it according to the latest changes made by the ~~erican Bible Society • Such revision 
. 

at thig stage would be a complicated end time-consuming task. 

Minuteo of the Literature meeting have not been received yet and I shall not 

comment further on that meeting at this time. •Publicaoiones El Escudo• is formally 

organized and its cor?orate status will soon be cleared. Culto CrisUno and Ritual 

Cristiano will be printed under that name. 

Sincere greetings in Christ our Savior, 

Arnfeld c. Morek 



A FEW SUGGESTIONS ON LUTHEB.A'B MISSION POLICY FOR LA'l'IN !..MERICA 

(These suggestions, b,y no means exhaustive, have been prompted b.7 correspondence 
with Pastor Peter Mathiasen, missionary to Brazil. They also arise out of a 
feeling of regret for mistakes made in Colombia and a desire that our great new 
venture on the Brazilian "frontier" may develop unimpeded, 1.mder God.. A1 though 
drawn from 15 years of experience in Latin .America, no particular research has 
gone into these suggestions. Nor do they claim to be conclusive or totally ap
plicable in ever.y situation. They are submitted as entirely personal and un~
f'icial. -A. 0. Morok) 

I. The immediate development of a training program. 
Develop a program for the training of national leaders Wld plaoe responsibility 

on .!!!!!! right from the start. 

II. The develoP!!Dt of responsible congregations. 

A. Find strategic locations in "fertile soil" where congregations of whole com
nnmities can move together into the church. This is not deeying the individual rela
tionship between God and man 1n accepting Christ. But too often has been stressed. 
the "heroism" of individuals "coming out for Christ" and severing all relations with 
their community environment, in many oases becoming depeud.ent socially and even eco
nomioall7 on the foreign mission. All original and ethnic structure which is not 
directly in conflict with Christian teachings and morals should be preserved. Be 
sure not to confuse "civilization" with evangelization. 

Avoid the statio "mission station" approach in which the direction of the work 
continues long in tha hands of the foreign missionary. The missionary should strive 
to "work himself out of a. job". He should never do work that could be done by' an 
available national nor hold an office if there is a national to replace him. Though. 
dependable, the missionary must beware lest the congregation become dependent upon 
him rather than upon itself. For Christ is its head.. 

B. Place national catechists {ordained pastors when possible) in charge of con
gregations at the earliest possible date. It is important that the congregations 
support their catechist or pastor from the very beginning. Even if some initial sup
port must in emergency be drawn from foreign :funds, let it go through the congrega
tional treasury as a subsidy from the very start so that the unwholesome psychology 
of pastors and. workers being paid by the foreign mission can be avoided. If" pastors 
or catechists are farmers, tradesmen or professionals, they mtq help support them
selves in the initial stageo by working part-time in these occupations until the 
congregations are able to take on complete support. By all means we should avoid 
developing the habit of looking to the foreign mission for help whenever a need ~sea. 

C. Let local church prowrties be owned nnd improved (buildings erected, etc.) 
by the congrer;ations. If" local means a.re meager and progreas is und.ul7 retarded for 
lack of facilities, the foreign mission can help through a well-designed extension 
fund. But local responsibility must be substantially enlisted from the start. 

Avoid setting up patterns in church administration and church building that would 
be beyond the fina.nci::tl reaoh or the national chu:'Oh, notwithstanding its subsequent 
development in Christian stewardship. But let us not be niggardly in the use of 
foreign funds where :u1 investment at the right time vnd place may mean great advance
ment that could not be achieved otherwise. 

e D. Instruct and encouratr:: continually key local leaders to teach their neighbors 
Bible and Catechism'in the mtmy outposts where Christian nuclei may develop. We~ 
as well reconcile oursel ve~J to the fact that 'c shall never have enough trained 
pastors and catechists to go aroun·1. In other worls, let eaoh local unit be a live 
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cell in itself and not too dependent for existence upon the visit of the catechist 
or pastor. The ideal situation of an ordained pHstor for each congregation can by 
hard work and God's grace be reached later. 

E. Use a didactically effective explanation of the Catechism as standard textbook 
for instruction of inquirers and members on the local level (in Colombia we use the 
Spanish version of the M~lanation by Joseph Stump). Start teaching Catechism as soon 
as you can gather a class. Its members lila¥ come to Christ lll9r8 readily through 7our 
teaching than by 7our preaching. 

F. Develop an appreciation for ggod Azmns. Use a Lutheran hymnal and service 
book. If there is none, prepare one:- Let the people feed. on and express themselves 
through worthy hymns rather than the chaff of sentimental and cheap choruses and 
"Gospel songs", many of which have little Gospel in them. 

G. De Lutheran. It is not necessary to :flaunt the name Lutheran all over, but J?.!. it. 
Our Lutheran church, founded squarely on the Living Wora. rooted in history, and its 
worship expressed in a rich, beautiful, Christ-centered liturgr, has a greater ad
vantage in rea.ohing the heart of the Latin American than has any other ecclesiastical 
group, unless it would be Rome itself, converted to Christ and alive ~th the message 
of "the ~ord alone, grace alone, faith alone". 

III. The providing of literature and other promotional aids. 

A. Develop early an effective literature urogram. You can't work without literature. 
It's your ammunition. Review all available literature in the lan:':ua:S"e of your work 
and select what can profitably be used by Lutherans. Put a missionar.y on this pro
motional job right away (Uld let him enlist capable national translators and editors 
to prepare literature to fill the needs of the field. You may, of course, have to 
resort to the employment of nzcn-members and even no::-christians for technical know
how in the beginning. By the most optimistic standards, few people who aoquire a 
language after, say, 20 yea.rs of age really get to the soul of it and are able to use 
it effectively and forcefully. 

B. Radio. A foreigner may contribute greatly in the promotional, organizational, 
editorial. and technical angles of radio work. But keep .him aw~ from the microphone 
unless he is a rare specimen "1. th no tell-tale "hangover" from his particular mother 
tongue. 

C. Au:iio-visual equipment. No one doubts the value of these as a teaching menns, 
and here I have no particular "axe to grind«, since there is no policy involved other 
than the obvious need of adaptation to language and environment. (Incidentally, 
there are inexpensive Mexican-made projectors available that take both slides and 
film strips ruA ope ate on flashlight batteries as \'!all a.s current. These should 
prove useful for frontier work. I think they are about S7.50 u.s. apiece.) 

CONCLUSION 1 The overwhelming stress of this unceientific and. almost off-the-ouff 
discussion is purposelT on the congregation. 

It r:_-oea without saying, <"::.ncl yet is not something to be taken for (:ranted, that 
the development of ~trong, responsible congregations of grateful Christians is a 
gigantic spiritual task which only the Spirit Himself aa.n do. Yet He has chosen to 
do it through the witness, work and. prayer of O!",linary, imperfect men like us in 
whose hearts still throbs a bit of apostolic restlessness. 
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Our task as foreign ¢ssionaries is not only to "preach the Gospel" but mainly 
to provide the permanent means by which the Gospel can be continuously preached 
and taught. This is accomplished when the church is "self'-propa.gating" through 
the spontaneous witness of grateful and responsible Christians; grateful because 
they belong to Christ, an1i not to a foreign missi011 enterprise; responsible because 
they have known since they believed that the Lord's Business depends on them and 
not on the for,.,ign missionary. The growth of the church must not only be on the 
horizontal plane but also on the vertical (Eph. lt14-21). Yet we must not permit 
our preconceived ideas about standards of piety to hamper its horizontal growth at 
the "acceptable time". Most of the vertical growth must of' necesBitT come after 
the "inquirers" become "members", as is the case with all of us. 

The foreign mission's initial job is completed when the national church is so 
rooted and grotmded that it will continue to grow independently even if' all foreign 
missionaries were withdrawn. Actually, this stage may be reached before nsny 
missionaries realize and admit it. We tend to have a paternalistic attitude toward 
the church that God has given us a part in foundillg. In some cases it would 
probably come to stand on its own feet sooner if the foreign leadership were with
drawn. 

When the national church has reached responsibility in self-propagation, self
government an<i self-support (these trite touchstone words listed., in my opinion, 
in o:r<ier of importance), the missionary enters the second stage of' his task. Now 
he is no longer the leader but the servant of' the young ohuroh. But no less important 
is his job, be it in education, coordination, pro110tion or some specialized field, 
working with the young church for i te maturing in Christ. 

"Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves ':O claim anything as coming from us; our sufficiency 
is fronr God, who ha.s qualified us to be ministers of' a new covenant, not in a 
writ ten cod.e but in the :Spirit; :for the written co..ie kills, 'but the Spirit gives 
life." --II Cor. 3a4-6. 
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Eetimaclea Jas•erea, Delegaclea O!icialea d.e las Congregacionee, 7 demle herma
••• que nos acompdan en esta NOVE~lA ASAt-tBLEA cle nueatra Iglesia I 

Sal~ y bemU.ci.&n 4e Di.oa, aea. con voaotroa, .nora 7 aiempre • lull6n. 

('tree anoe cle vida organj,zada oumple en ~a teoha nueatra lgl.eei.a. A travis de 
elloa ha cami.naclo con paae i.ncierto de;;i.do quia a la ine~~perienoia 7 talta de 
raad.urez, de la que un d.!a contitu!mu ea "I~eaia Ev~l:l.ca Luterana • Sino•io 
cle Colombian • 

fio ea raro, Jaea, que las Congregaci.onea, as! como los paatorea y aaestroa, 
encuentren razones para ctiticarla, ya que todoe noeotroe pe41moa muoho de~ in• 
tante cuando 6ate apenaa empieza a asergurar sua paaoa y a conatru:l.r ordenada
eente aus primeraa traaes. 
Ea bueno. puea, que DO$otros con paciencia y reaignac~6n cristiana form•aos el 
carA.cter de aquel.l.a que es;perW'.Bos ver crecicla; y de la caal. esperaaoa y exirr,i
moe .!W.teho. 

Tle JY'~ ~eo, e@ti.,..clos her1Uulos que la ot,ra de la Iglesia en eetoa tree a:(oe 
de vida organizada, na dejade mucho que~desear. ~ere no culpemoe las cosaa ni 
los individuoa; Gino C!1lpemo!loe a nosotroe m:ia!'OOa, que co ;O i.Ddi.viduoa y congre
gacionea, no hemos reapaldado a ~edi a de nueatrae capacidadea el trabajo Sino
dl.co de nueatra Iglesia. 
Ee cierto que tenemoe mcoho que demandar de ella, pero ea igulaente cierto que 
tenetllOs au.tcho que dar a ella,ei. queremoa verla deaarroll.lnd.olee en una forma qile 
pueda cumplir su coraeti.do evangeU.stico r de go~ ierno a toc1aa y cada un a de las 
6oneregac1onea af'il:ladae. 

La labor que a travis de estos tree a, oa se ha reali:r.ado, na dejado tlllcho que 
deaear. De eato seguramente estar.!los todoi.> de acuerdo. 
Perc una vez ~ •• por la gracia ..:.c D.i.oa, nos hemos congreg&do en este lugar con 
el propt~ito de deacubrir eus yerroG, conaiderar sus poa~~ilidadea y o~~ent .. 
au porvenir. 
\otu.iera IJios que en. esta ASA'-fBl • .!::A noaotros nodamos dar una or~entaci.on qu.e, ba
jo la ftueva Meaa Directiva a nombraBe en eFS~.a ocasion, pueda llevar ~ adelan:e 
la obra de nuestra .Igleaia en <Ana forma que ctedunde en bencficio de laP Congre
gaciones, y en ~a mara..:ha 1~eneral de la lgl~usia. 

Bue:JO, ea, que noaotros llaga ~os an recuento en eete lnfo.rme que nor:. de '..u'la 

YSJd.oa:::.4•1 ~paaado que pueda contribl.ti.r a ori~n tarnos en esta Asamblea, en ~as 
dellb,racionos y negocios do l.a misma. 

!!1 d!a 26 de julio de 1Q584 lae o.inco Congregaciones o~.;ganizadas de la I;.:le
aia Luterana, se dieron la presnte const1tuci6n Sinodica, que ri~e nue~tro ~!no
do. 
El. Coneejo Sinodi.co no:nbrado en aque.l.la ocasion, ha sido renovado en l.a mayor!a 
de sus miee~bros el ai!o pasado; ceea:> '0 en lo preeente Asamblea la Meea Directi
va que confor:ne a la Constituci&n Sinbdica, fUB'.:i.ona ror tres af";oa. 

l!:n los tres arios que han corrl.cto, doa nuevas ,-:o!l.~n:ga ·i.o ';<S han £.i.;o orr:a.ni
zadas, siendo la l1lti:na la de "San .t-alLlo", de.!.. l''railejonal Socota; reciente,:ien
te or. anizada.' y d.e la cual ttme::1oc solicl. tud c:ie af .iliac ::..o.:1 al S!uojo • 

.... ;;~ 
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Hay actualtnent.e ~ Congregaci.onee Organi.zadas que oonati.tuyen el &!nodo 
Luterano de Colombia, ai bien l& de ''San Palbio•'por aer recienteme.<te orgt:t
JU.za4a no ha entrado a trorllal' pe.rte Jel S1nodo. Eaperamos que eeto. Aaamhlea 
de el visto bueno a au eolici tud, y poda'!IOe ciesde ahora contarla cor~to pa: te 
del Sinodo de la Igl.eai.a Eva:>~li.ca ;.uter~ma en Colombia. 

El tra.bajo evanpliatico d.entro de las Con :Tep<nouea se ha veni.do deB&rro• 
llando mas o menoa dentro de Ul\ a!!bi.e 'lte de toleranaia, ei se ti.ene en cuenta 
l.a abi.erta opoaic16n qH al13Unae ..:¢ lae Collf::rei:~a,::i.onee eufrieron en af1oa pa
aacioa. 
Eeto quiere dGo:i.r que las Conr:l•e.;;ac' ones han teni.do uana oportunidad maravi
llou para instru:i.rae en la :~aJ.abra ,~e Dioa 1 organizare<.: y .~abajar, oportu
ni.clad•• ·:JUe qu17.& no baA a14o aprovecaadas 8h;)ill!.!lent.e~. 

PBOBLE~A FI'~ANCll:Jio.- Uno \le los problemas ,.. aerieo que l.a Iglesia t.iene ~,, 
qae '•limitan en rnucho au ca~o de accio!l, es el problema financiero de cada 
~.tna Je las Con::-regaeiollea. 
La lglesia para a11 det!J-.rr-ullo eap:iri.tual. tiene J.a Palabra de lh.oa IJOr la ctaal 
la !e se nl.irnenta y ae c~ltiva una mejor espir1tualidad. 
Pero de esa. vida esp1r:i.tual alit!lentada y desrrollada or la Palabra de Dioe, 
surge la responaabilidad oriatta~a d&l iftdtvi4Qo. f~~L• a c~da una de las ne-
ceeidadea de la Iglesia. No se p~ede concebir lo SltidO, sin lo priaero. 
La responsab1l1dad crietiana de una sabia y conciente m8Jordom1a, tiene que 
eer la conseauencia del desarrollo espiri tual del in<U.·.·id"o. 
Las po~ibili.dadea tinancieras de mteatras 6on~re~acionee, exceden en mucho a 
lo que actual~nte est'n respondiendo. 
El becl:io de que yo inaieta en este infor~ne en llamar la atenci6u a los pasta
rea y dele[{lldoa sobre este problema que resulta ser oh&t!culo en cl desa:·ro
llo de la lglesi.a; ea el hecho ue estar co:wencido de que nuestroe !eli"··re
&ea i--odr!.ail re&,PG.uier ••• aaGbV ...&o, o.&. ~uaa &N.u ... ci'&.alit<&\.e .l.tii ou.r·a ut:~ .l.a "'
gleai.a. 
S1. ar&a:uoe, eervimoa. Y si aerv1!"l0a, n08 saor.1fioamot'i ,;or lo que am&alOB• Tal 
.ba de eer la actitud de cada \4no dt: nosotroa, frente a las neceel.dadea de su 
propia Congrega 16n. 
1~ el lnforf!le del "l'esorero, y tm la ditScus:i.on que resulte en la aproc.a~ion 
del. nuevo pret>upuesto l•flra el t~r6>:.in10 a;io, Uc:ta. se aarAa. una idea mls antp,:.ia 
, en c.mnt;o a las neceai.dadea actuates de la igleai.a. 
Baeno ee, qu.e los dele?;adoe de lae <"!on ~re;t,aciones to:'Mtn nota ne et:to, y st:tart 
l,;&p pro:notoree en sua porpias •:ion<:r•-:fJfNi.olles de Wla ca~aiia eob1·e la ·~ayor
dc.:.1a criatiana, puee solo ae! ::aejoi·arc':OS nuestro preeupuesto en el futuro. 

ESCT!.:LAS_: -iu& podemos .i.aformar a Uds. tm rfllat;..i..OH con eo to ? 
::ueve e.scuelaa de enl6efianza pri:Aaria fun;;ionan en el presente a£':o dentro del 
Si::1oJ.o, Ot)ll un na1usero aproxirmdo de ym nifioe matriculados, loe que son en• 
sei1adoe :'>r 13 maestraa. 
El costo de la educac.i~n de eGtoa n.Lioa asciende en el auo a la sut~a de $ 
22,530.02, de los cuales entra.n por pensiones la su.tt1a de S 35,8~. 
Si bien es cierto que en la ed· . .l~a;; i~n be1-.os me jorado las e ntr.:, Jva, in e:nbar v, 
e~ preaupueato ae educaci6n podr1a verse elevado a causa ·~e :.tn reajuste de 
salarios, si ea que la Aeamblea ve la posibilidad (ie reu·~ir di.choe fondos. 

f'AS'J'OR1'.d31 El Sinodo ee organizo con c!.!!,co p&ASto~.lL_o_r.:_det~~· de lor, cu:.,lec. 
doe eean colo 'lbiano& y tree ext.r .. njeros. 
i.u J.o.& t.l'iDS a .. oQ ..,.4; .,. . ...,a, vl'.•:,<:>.u ... zada 1 C..lh;o 1Ait6i.'-'z·..,o iii. :.. .1. ufU'un vJ.~ouut1uc .J. 
::;anto !U.n.isterio y <lao Mi· ejer~e actua.l·nente co .o licenciado, llaciendo un 
total ne n .:evts pt!etol'ee, de lof· ca~.tes tr~e no ti.encn par:-·oq~ia. 



' 
eo~ Wit. ai.G.v .;:.ei.l.aJ.o au.tel' ... <).&m .... H., ,~nv w.~ l.uo Obtitt.Au.U.oe 611 t~uc.e Gcllj)O ~c .. 
Obra, es el prol:J..ema fillanciero de laa Co~;:rega~i.ones, que frena en p.:rte la 
obra evnngelistiaa de las mi.araaa. 
La.a entr.:;das por pa.rte de J..as Conr:re~aciu:1os pVa &alari.o de ~os pa&tores, es 
realmente i.rr:leor.:..o, si. ae exoeptWl a la de BogotA que aSWBe t.oda res.ronsab1li
dad en cuanto a eato ee reti.ere. 
Si auma:aos las entradaa de laa \httGJ"e.,aci<>nea y las entradas de la lgletU.a de 
El Keden~or para pastor, nos dare~oe ouenta que no aloanza os a ofreudar para 
eostener a dos pastores orue,~.ados en el ano. 
Esto pu.e.E"., de una idaa a la Aaamblea en cuanto al por que el S!nodo uo puede 
emplear a todos loe obreros •;ue quisiera por oarecer de !ondoe para elio. 

VIBl'l'ASI En ~.l. euio ou que por moti.vo de aWJencia 4el Preaidente Sr. Re•do. 
A.C. Morek, y :1ue por ser Vice-presidente u t.oc6 ejercer la presidenci.a, tuve 
la oportunidad de vieitar to4.u y oada una de lae Congre~:-aeionee del S!nodo, a 
excepcio.n de la !g1es1a "'"rinei.!'H! ~ .?~e· .:1e if'unja. a uuien le he quedad.o de
biendo la vieita. 

AGRA.DEGI EEN .. :;s : Co;;.o preeidente eal.iente del. Sinodo, 1ui.ero de jar cou.sta:1cia 
nef"prue"i'lt6informe de :n1 agra<:teC.Ll!l~ea to a loe };&StoreG tanto nacionalea CO
ClO extra.njeros, aai co ·:o a ca.cla :.ono de los dea&r; o~'reros en la l;;·;lesi.a que han 
venido laborando en el extendi.:aien to del Rei.Ao 'Ae lh.ots. 
A la vez q:.tiero agradecer a la_.Junta .Je Mi.sionea Fo~l.!•Al!l. de la Iglesia L~tera
na del Norte, por el Sabsid~o que na 1ec o poaible el deaenvol~miento le la 
l. . .lea::..& ;aatv u£& tic.i.v6 i.Xeo Cii. -06 ,,hnaQ eu .., ... jHM>ado. 
Agra4e?.eo en manera partie llar la uonaoi~n que se nos h,"! heo:-10 para la conse
cuei5tt d~ un yeep :,esti.nado al trabajo pa6~.oral d~ los Llanof' d.e ~aanare. el 
que vendrl a be:nefio;i.ar g;r&nde:!lente la obra de aquella Co~~rec;aci.Gn. 

Al preaentar a la Aaamblea este inrorme y someterlo a sa conaideracion, 
qui.ero ter.:.'linar con t1n rotundo aiC " NO " en cuanto a la poai.ble elecc16n 
de a1 nombre para ocapar alguno de loa puestoa de responeabi.lidad en la Mesa 
DireGtiva del S1nodo, puee no q~iero acr obatlcu~o pera aquelloe que ~ui3& 
conaideraa mi. presencia en el Corusejo Suodioo ooato un eetorbo en l.a adqui.si
ci6n de sus jatitoB reclamos. 
Creo que el s1nodo tiene ahora q,i.enes pueden conducir en una forma male e
teutiva a la lgleaia, por la aenda qu• eeta ~blea ae propoaga trazarle. 
?ero si en algo me he opueeto al logro de Juatos re~lamoe, es porque ~e he 
dado cuenta que la Iglesia no es \tn Intituo16n comercial en la cual t"'O .os efiJ
pleadoa; sino que 65 una !:letitttC!i.'-n Divi.~ de l.a cual ao .os tai.embroa y que 
por lo mj.e.~o tenemos aeberes que oum.~.l.ir para con ella, y ee a esto a lo ::.e
noa que se est! respond~endo, ya sea :or los pastoree, maestros , o ~embros 
J.aj,cos. 
Es por eso que espero ,:ue esta Asamblea pueda i'oner al frente de la .d.reccion 
del ~luodo, aquelloa que por au amor a l.a Iglesia y deeeo cte eervi.rla, pued.an 
aacarla de la encuucijada en que se encaentra y orientarla por la sendn ue la 
resr-onsabilidact ori&t.l.ana, partt que todoa nos vea~nos benenfici.ados · r el "" y 
clispueetos eie:apre a eervirla. 

Con Nenemiae \7l deportado de Iat•ael al 
" I Levant&!'llonos y ediJique:::xus tt1 Neb. 2 & 8. 
51 qllere:noa ver una l,~eai.a $I'&nde, hay que levan~.arnos a edificarla :' no a 
esperar a que otroa la eSifJ.q'-len y la. sosten·a. 
Ya ae que alg~aoa d.irAn que e to c xno teoria es '-1M f>;ran coea :pe.> o d.if!eil de 
realizarlo. Pero esta cs responsabili.dad de t.odOf:> y cada uno de los e~yarci-
<los, -!Ue llaaa.doa pal- tll ..c:;vangol~o han lle;'*ado a formar el C<.terpo ;,iist.i.co de 
Cri5to , eu I~leaia. J 



Por eao " levant,monoa y edifiqu mosla!" pero con responsa.bi.lidad. oristia
ftft 1~ ~a~t. de cada uno de aus •~•~ 

-- _ ...... 



i.e. Morek 
1329 Keaton St. 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF COLCMBIA 

By Arnfeld C. Morek 

For THE SHEPHERD 

, r~o, 

-;p 
Write of the seven churches. fNo, this is not a misquotation. The Apostle John 

was commanded to write to the seven churches of Asia Minor. The Editor •commanded• 

me to write of the seven churches in Colombia, South America, seven congregations 

which make up one of the youngest Lutheran bodies in the world. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod was formally organized by delegates 

of six congregations in July, 1958. Two years later the seventh congregation was 

received into the Synod. More Lutheran groups are in the process of becoming •congre-

gations•. (The five foreign-language congregations of LWF affiliation are not members 

of Synod.) For membership in the Synod a congregation must have existed as a coherent 

Christian group with a minimum of ten confirmed members over 18 years of age, meeting 

regularly for services, able to carry on even in the absence of a pastor, and presenting 

a functionally sound constitution in keeping with Lutheran principles. 

Like the churches of the Apocalypse, all of the seven congregations have in some 

way been tried in tribulation - occasioned by the political upheaval which for 13 years 

has bled Colombia both literally and figuratively. 

•Emmanuel 11 congregation lost its chapel, school and parsonage ~n 1950 when the 

town of La Aguada on the eastern slopes of the Andes was left in ruins after repeated 

attacks by blood-thirsty military police units and counter-attacks by guerrilla 

plainsmen defending the area against the ravages of a dictatorial government. 

Three brothers, members of the congregation, were tortured and. killed by the 

police, two of them for alleged guerrilla activity. The third, definitely not involved, 

was probably hunted down simply because the family was marked. One of the police, who 

tried to save him, told later how when facing death he asked for time to pray. Kneeling 

on the ground, he prayed aloud the Lord's Prayer, followed by free intercession for his 

\ . .. 
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tonnentors. Then, rising to his feet and baring his chest, he died at the thrust of 

bayonets. The .widowed mother of the three told Missionary Gerhard Ostrem later that 

her greatest comfort was the assurance that her boys were now with the Lord whom they 

had learned to know at home and in church. 

Now scattered through the plains of Casanare, the whole congregation seldom gets 

together except for special meetings at Christmas and Easter. For some members this means 

a brisk walk two days long. furing the remainder of the year, especially in the~:dry 

season when tropical rivers can be forded with less hazard, Pastor Gerardo Wilches 

rides his spirited mule to visit the scattered groups of families. The congregation is 

trying to raise money to buy him a jeep and has asked the Synod to intervene with 

Lutherans in North America for a larger share of the cost. 

•El Buen Pastor• of Parpa, in one of the most bleak and rugged parts of the chilly 

cordillera, recently dedicated its new stone church to replace the adobe chapel destroyed 

in 19:0, together with the parsonage, by anti-protestant fanatics. Some of its,,members 

live four hours by mule trail from .the church. Pastor Octavio Lopez of Tunja, the 

provincial capital, gives part of his time to serve this congregation and neighboring 

rural groups. 

His own •Pr!ncipe de Paz•, still small and struggling in the frigid colonial 

atmosphere of conservative Tunja, needs his full-time attention. But Lopez and members 

of the ·congregation also make occasional visits to a neighboring town. Many who have 

been won for Christ in Tunja have left the city to make a livelihood elsewhere. Windows 

and doors of the chanel still bear scars from stones and bullets of anti-protestant 

demonstrations. 

•El Consolador• at Sogamoso, the •city of the Sun•, only four miles from the 

Belencito Steel Mill, faces a challenging future in a deieloping industrial area. Of 

the ten elementary schools operated under Synod auspices, the boarding school in 

Sogamoso is the largest end best equipped. This congregation happens to be the only 
., 

one served. full time by e foreign pastor, our senior missionary, Olger Quanrud. 
(If 3 
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Five dusty hours by jeep farther northeast, Pastor Oliverio Mora serves scattered 

groups in and around the town of El Cocuy, at 9,000 feet higher than the sea. Jovial 

Pastor Mora, encouraged by the good response to the Gospel, leads members of •El 

Salvador• in the evangelization of many points in the extensive area where he, as a 

sort of one-man medical corps - sometimes captive, sometimes free - served both friend 

and foe during the days of guerrilla fightingo Four elementary schools operate under 

the direction of the congregation whose most urgent need is a large church in town. 

Cupped in an exceptionally beautiful Andean valley, an hour by the rattling market 

bus from El Cocuy over a road that looks (and seems) like a mere scratch on the mountain 

side, lies the quaint little town of Chiscas. Here Juan Montoya, just graduated from 

Augsburg Seminary in Mexico City, serves the Synod's newest congregation. Its history, 

however, goes back more than 20 years when a young man in a neighboring valley b~ught a 
'<' 

Bible and shared its dynamic message with his family and neighbors. The result was 

a considerable group of Christians who built themselves a rural chapel which, by the 

way, had electric light generated by the millstream of a generous member. Threatened 

when the chapel and several homes were destroyed, most of these Christians left the 

valley of Santa Ana and settled elsewhere, some of them in Chiscas. 

Readers of •The Shepherd• will be interested in noting that the late Pastor 

Gerhard Ostrem was among the first missionaries to work in four of the areas mentioned 

in this article. 

On Easter Sunday, 1949, the writer conducted the first Lutheran Spanish-language 

service in Bogotl for a small group of refugees from the above-mentioned areas. Now 

our largest congregation,•El Redentor• worships in an attractive ·brick church on one of 

the capital's main thoroughfares. Pausanias Wilches is the pastor. The organist is 

medical student Jorge Corzo, one of the several young people whom Joyce Bergh taught 

and insp~red to express themselves through the ~eys of portable Estey organs and the 

piano. Jorge, however, plays an electric Wurlitzer at "El Redentor•. 

. • tj 
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Attendance at that first Easter service would have been very small indeed had the 

students of the •rnstituto B!blico-Cultural• not been present. This school, which 

trgins teache~s, evangelists and catechists, had also moved away from constant 

harrassment and stonings in Duitama to a calmer existence in the capital. Among its 

alumni are pastors, pastors• wives, teachers, active lay members in many jobs, and 

aspirants to the Christian ministry. Students at IBC help the pastor and parish worker 

with the congregation's evangelistic outreach in the city and often go as "teams" to 

out-of-town churches and preaching places. 

The Synod's pastors have received their theological training in Argentina, 

Mexico and the United States. Its educational director earned his master's degree 

at the University of Minnesota. 

A theological seminary, in cooperation with other Lutheran bodies in the Caribbean 

area, possibly located at Bogota, is a major item on the Synod 1 s immediate agenda. A 

new Spanish hymnal and a cooperative literature program constitute another interesting 

story. 

Colombia, about the size of Onterio, with a population estimated at 14 million, 

is a constitutional republic whose democratic structure suffered serious injury during 

the recent dictatorship. The country now having embarked on a program of national 

reconstruction, its minority religious groups are enjoying considerably more freedom. 

Seven churches of your faith in this sister Synod, all formally organized since 

1953, are not many. With greater obedience to Christ's command, with your prayers 
f 

and the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of more Colombians, there shall soon be 

not only seven but seventy seven. 

The End 
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Publicaci6n de la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana - Sinodo de Colombia 



N O'l'I C lAS •.• 

Radio 11 Voz del Evangelic". :Sl 2t; de febrero de L 9fl3 se inaugur6 en Addis 
Ababa ( Etiopia) la nueva radiodifusora cie la Fe:leraci6n Luterana Mundial 
que con sus lOC kilowatios de potencia sera una de las emisoras de mayor 
alcance en el mur:doo El Empera:lor de Etiop:ia7 Haile Selassi 1 9 tom6 parte 
en la inauguraci6n j~ito con otros digratarios de su gobierno y de la 
Federaci6n Luterana Mundial .. 

El :Nuevo Himnario con el titulo '.'Cul to Cristiano 11 se ·espera que saldr<i "a 
fines de L963". Se:c·a el primer himnario luterano en castellano 9 con musica. 
Traera mas de 400 himnos y abundante macerial de adoraci6n. Su primera 
edicion· sera de 30.000 ejemplaros.. Al mismo tiempo saldra a luz un manual 
de cultos para los pastores 7 intitulado "Ritual CristianoH. 

Nuevo Secretari o ·ie las Sociedacles Biblicas en Colombia. El Lie. Gustavo D. 
Rodriguez ha sido x:.ombrado Secretario 3,jecutivo de le.s Sociedad.es Biblicas 
en Colombia, ·cargo que ocupa descle el primero de febrero, en reemplazo del 
Secretario Ejecutivo Interino, Sl:'. Tomas Johnson. El Sr,. Rodriguez 9 que 
ha sido profesor en el Insti tuto B:l.blico-Cul tural 9 seguirc1 sirviend.o ad 
honorum a la Igl0sia Evangelica Luterana ~ Sinoio de Colombia 9 er: su actual 
calidacl d.e socretario y Dir.::;cto::::- de Educac:i6n. ~escarr:os1 para el S.t' ·. I:.od::rlguez. 
las copiosas "benciiciores d8l Senor al pon&rse -al frentc de la ob:ra de las 
Sociedades Bi."blicas en GoJ_omb::_.s.. Y al Sr. Johnson deseamos exi to en sus 
estudios. 

Cambio de nGuar-'~ia'' en 'l1un,4a. A principios d.el }Jrcsente ano sali6 el RG..o. 
Sr. Octavia Lopez C. 7 ccm su familia, rw11i:Jo a l~usva York pare;, se:rvir en una 
congregaci6n lute:ranc:L G..e aquella ciud.ad. El 3r, Lclis Hernando Lara Rarri:lrez 
fue -:nombrad.o po::::- el Consejo Sir16dico para llenar la vacar. te q_ue resul t6 en 
la congr:::gaci6n "Fr:Lncipo de :Faz", en Tu.nja. Les dosoamos respectivamente 
1m ministerio ~ructifero. 

Refuerzos d.el Exterior. La. Srta. Joyce 3ergh~ apreciacla colaboradora en la 
obra eri Colonbie. d.:.rr·ante los anos ,ie l.9Ll.f) a 1.9/)0, r8gres6 a Colombia ol lS 
de febrero del rrssor;te ano para colaborar en el ColeGio Celco de Soe;amoso, 
Secci6n Secundaria Femerlina. iEuy bienvenida? Srta. Joyce; iQue el Senor 
le benr:liga al contL:;:.ar sus abnegadas labores on nuestro medioJ 

Han sid.o llamados :por la Ju . .nta d.e Eisio1~es I.iiundialcs d.e la Iglesia Luterana 
.A..rYJoricana para servir en Colombia: los senores :E2.rlayne Jacobso:r: y Walter 
Lud-.vigsen, y la Srta. Arler:e Voelz. I.a Srta . .ArlenG es bien conocida y muy 
apreciada po:':' s·c1 entusiasta actividad en la iglcsia durante los dos afios que 
permaneci6 en Bo;:;·otc'L 

Nuevas Hogaros Cristianos. Contrajeron gatrimonio en la Iglesia de El Redentor 
de 3ogota9 (ol 12 d.e cliciembre de 1·.942, la Srta, ii.L1ira Jimenez y ol senor 
Arrr:enio Pinero so El 30 de r:1arzo de l. 963 1 ante el mismo altar, se casaron 
la Srta. l\hriarn Blanco y el Sr. Ramon Ru:i~. Invocamos las bend3_ciones del 
Padre Celestial scbre estes hogares para 1_ue sean centres donde irrad.ie la 
luz y el amor d.e Cristo. 

De:funciones.. 31 25 1ie marzo del preser,te ano fue lla:nado por el Senor 
nuestro muy a.precia·io arr:igo y hermano en Cristo, senor Jose .Antonio J..yala. 
:;!;1 Sr .. A.-:rala habia nacido e2. 25 cLe diciembl'e de 1.885. Durante su vida 
como creyente iue ULO d.e los r::as fieles cola"bora:iores d.e 1a obra en Parpa9 

vere~a de Socota (Sigue) 

J. ~ 



NOTICIAS ( Vienen) •.• 

A la edad. d.e 90 a2ios muri6 en '3ogota el senor Crisanto I:;slava1 abuelo d.el 
senor Alirio Zslava; aGtual director del core de la I,;lesia o_c ~l Redentor 1 

y Tesorero del Sinodo. 

Para las familiares enlutados 7 por la iesaparici6n de sus seres quer~dos, 
desear:1os la consolac,i6n de Jios. 

Decima Asamblea de la CEDECo La Confederaci6n Evangelica de Colombia celebr6 
su decima asamblea R:eneral durante los lias 5 al 8 de marzo de l.91i3 en el 
linda carnpamento pr~sbi teriano <ie · Sasair:-1a. ill. Rdo. Sr. :",.ntonio ' cl ty cle Le6n 1 

presi:iente sa.liente c-le la_ CEDEC 9 fue elegi:l.o Secretario :;;jecutivo, y el Rdo. 
Sr. Jose Fajardo elegiclo como ~resiclente. La reunion· so oarapteriz6 par un 
esp:lritu mas prO(';resista en los asurttos rie eva.r:gelismo, ·responsabilidad· 
socie.,l 9 eclucaci6n 9 alfahetizaci6n ;I visi6r: ecur::enica. 

Con,c:reso cle Pastores. Durante los dias ie abril 22 a mayo J se celebrara 
en Medellin e1 Segundo Congreso de Vision ~{undial y de 1a Asociacion Nacional 
de Pastores. 

..... ·:: ·.·: ·:·:· ~-:· .. ;:. 

JESUCRISTO ES l:JUESTRO .AMIGO 

"Ohy que amigo nos es Cristo" es un hir:.no amado po_r toda la familia crist_iana. 
La 3iblia DOG ~;~ssfia que no ha habido se:r mas ricamente dotado del don de la 
amistad oue el, Senor Jesucristo, :Busaue;r.os aho:ra mismo unas ci tas que a;yuda-

- - "·'--i¥---~ .• 
ran a profundiz1r:r nu:,stro concepto de nuestro Amigo Supremo. 

~lateo ll ~19 lo llan~a U.'1 "Ar~:igo de r-=----.....,..----~:;-----:;-
Juan 15~13 nos indica quG la suprema expresi6n de su amor oc1ITri6 cuando 

puso su po r sus'---.,...---=----,----:::---:---::-:----
~.Iateo 2/i ~so donde Jesus :lice~ ~a que vienes? indica que 

e1 pec'3-do mas negro del coraz6n humane no puede anulc:.r ni alejar 
e1· a1110r ~~-Gl Salvadore 

:G'n cade una ie l.as sisuientes .::::i tas hall amos pa1abras o iciea2 que nos 
ayudan •c. completar el siguiente acr6stico. Por media ie e1 
veremos otros aspectos de la personalidad y o11rc;, rie Jesus 9 
nuestro k:nir;o PieL 

A de l a vida ( 3: e chc s 3 ~ 15) 7 de 1 a, __ -r:~:---·--::-::--:::"'\----
----....,('""H~'--:~b-r-c:-~o-s 5~9) y de la (Hebroos 12•2). -------------------

M _____________ entre Dios y los ho;-71b:res (I Tim?teo 2 :5)" 

I del Dios invisible (Colosenscs 1:15). 
----~--------

0_,:.-_ _______ ( Mat eo 2 ~IS) , 

0 ( :L=a t s o 2 8 ~ 18) , 

~1edi temos en la ver::iad qu.:: en estes r:lor;;en·c-os hemos 8studiado y pidamos 
que el Sefior do eterna misericordia llene nuostros corazones con- su amor y 
con un nuevo aprecio y gratitud per la suprema amistad exprcsada en el don 

·de su Hijo. 
--Belva Y. Ker1ien 

1.S 
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"Y estando juntos, les mand6 que no 

se fueran de Jerusalen 9 sino que 

esperasen la promesa del Padre 7 la 

cual, les di~o~oisteis de mi. Porque 

Juan ciertamente bautiz6 con agua7 

mas vosotros sereis bautizados con el 

Espiritu Santo dentro de no muchos 

dias. Entonces los ~ue se habian 

reunido le preguntaron 7 diciendo; 

Senor~ ~restauraras el reino .a Israel 

en este tiempo? Y les dijo~ No os 

toea a vosotros saber los tiempos o 

las sazones~ que el Padre }JUSO en su 

sola potestad; pero recibireis poder 7 

cuando haya venido sabre vosotros el 

Espiritu Santo 9 y me sereis testigos 

en Jerusalen? en toda Judea9 en Sa

maria9 y hasta lo Ultimo de la tierra." 

--Hechos lg4-8 

+ + + + + 



~QUIEN DIRIGE? 

Cuantos de nuestros foligrcses asisten 
a los cul tos de oraci6n y estudio bibli
co? C11antos se preocupan por leer y 
meditar en la Palabra de Dios y por orar 
a solas y en reunlon con los de su casu? 
Cuantos asistimos al oficio mayor de la 
Iglesia mas quo todo por cumplir con un 
deber? y cuantos porque sentimos el 
deseo de adorar a ~ios en la comuni6n 
de los santos? Si contestamos estas 
preguntas personalmente, sin duda nos 
daremos cuenta de una terrible frialdad 
que no tiene por que existir en nosotros. 

El Senor, que se preocupa mas por esta 
condicion que nosotros mismos, desc~ hacer 
algo nuevo entre nosotros~ quiere avivar 
el fuego del don de Dios en nosotros~ 
quiere crear en cada hijo suyo verdaiero 
amor para con Dios y el projimo y un 
ferviente celo porque el mensajc evango
lico se esparza par todas partes; quiere 
quitar las escamas ~e nuestros ojos para 
que veamos la gloria cle Dios. Entonces 
habra nuevo apetito por el Pan Espiritual, 
habra gozo en la oraci6n y li~ortad para 
testificar ie Jesds y de su salvaci6n. 

Acaso hemos venido contristando y apacan
do el Espiritu de Dios par querer manojar 
los asuntos del Reina de Dios se~lin 
nuestro propio parecer y sin la ~irecci6n 
de su Espiritu? 

Un pastor asistia a w1a reunion de oracion 
en una iglesia vecina. Todo so llev6 a 
cabo con_ un orden perfecto y todo fue do 
c;ran provecho para su alma. ~ued6 admi
rado porque en ninguna r;arto se vio el 
dirigente. Desyuos so di6 cuenta ie quo 
la belleza, ol valor y ol order1 de c:.quol 
servicio se ·iebia a CjUe ol Esp:lri tu :3<:mto 
habia sido su dirigcnte. 

Como seria tal reunion de oraci6n? ro es 
ciorto que despierta en nosotros curiosi
dad e intercs? Lcamos I Cor,. 14:2~-310 
Luego escudrinemos I Cor. 12~4-11. Cos~s 
granies nos esper:1n cuando 9 rcbosr.?..nt:.s dol 
Espiritu y bajo su direcoi6r 9 ejerzamos 
los dones qua El nos da. Con nuevas cnn
oiones alabaremos al Senor y con nuevas 
obras haremos su vollmtad. 

Belva l'Tcrlion 

110TICL'<.S 

Cc>nr:rcso 1e Pc:.stcrcs 

En los h~rrr:osos proi.ios del Se;:-;in:.:.Tio In
te:::-amc.:ricano ie lc::. ciudad de EcJ.ollin, sc 
llovo a ~nbo durarte los dias 22 de abril 
.:11 2 de !flayo ol 8ongreso de; Pastores que 
11 Visi6n .:i~un.J.ial" patrocin6 9 00Y! el fin de 
reunir~ en est;s !::,a.cno acontcciri!iento, ·pas
torcs -le las rcpdblicu.s hcrcanas~ Colombia~ 
Vene:::uela y :Ccu.ador" Se hicioron prosentes 
450 ielegados quo repr>:sentabs.n 24 denomina
cim!es. i~ucstra i~slssia estuvo reprosenta
:lll por los })astorGs IIccroLl Ol son 7 Juan 
Ecn~toya, Pausanias \-ilches 9 y el Sr. Her
n3.nio Lar:-.. , actualrner1to oncarsad.o de la 
iglesi2 . .::n Tur:jc:." Tambien Gstuvo presente 
cl 1. lo. Gerhard Gasde ic 1 a· 5'od.Gr2,ci6n Lu
terana i..:.undial "X pastor en Cali. 

Destacados lid.eres de la iglesia evangeli
ca en el mundo, formaron el conjunto de 
"Vision Mundial 11

9 quienes disorto.ron sabre 
temas de intorss para todos los asistentes. 
Fueron ellos~ el Dr. Roberto Pierce, Pre
sidonte de "Vision Hundial " 5 el Dr. Pablo 
S. Rees, tc6logo y pastor de la iglesia 
de ":Sl Pacto" en I'Iinneapolis~ lllinn.? ol 
:Ore Kyung Chik Han~ pastor de la iglesia 
presbiteriana oas grande del mundo en Seul, 
Corea~ y el Dr, Fernando Vangioni, desta
cs.do predica.dor .Y evangelista de la repd
blica Argentina 5 quien so destac6 por sus 
importantr::s conferencias so':lre el ministe-· 
rio cristiano. Algunos de sus interesantes 
temas fueron ~ "El Pastor, Ref'lejo de la 
Persona de Cristo", "El Deber de los Pas
tares hacia la Grey 11

, "iJn que manera debe 
el pastor conocer el esta<io de sus ovejas", 
"EJ. pre.cio de ser pastor 11

, "Da lugar a 
este"9 etc. 

Terminaron la conferencia la ill tima semana 
el Rdo. Eugenio Lee quien disert6 sobre la 
"Comunicaci6n del Evangelic"; el Rdo. 
Eduardo Murphy sobre "El :C.vangelismo, la 
I;~isi6n Principal de la I,::=;lesia; el Pr9f. 
Justo Gonzalez~ de Cuba, sobre la alfabe
tizaci6n; y el Dr. David duPlessis sobre 
cl :::::spiri tu Santo y sus dones. 

Cabe destacar c1ue en general el Congreso 
fue de gran hendicion y estimulo para los 
asi st entes. 

--Pausanias ~·:nches 
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NO'l'ICIAS 

Matrimonio en La Dorada 

El ~de abril a las ~~30 p.m., en la 
Iglesia Luterana "La: Santi sima Trinida·i" 
de La Dorada (Caldas), contrajeron matri-

. monio la Srta. Carlely Silva, de Casanare 5 

y el Sr. ~Uberto Herrera 7 de Puerto Salgar. 
Fueron padrinos de los contrayentes 9 por 
parte de la novia, la Srta, Silveria Diaz 
y el Sr. Juan .Ayala? por parte del novio 7 

el Sr. Joaquin Arias ·-':f senor<:« Como damas 
9-e honor 7 _las senoritas Esneda Caicedo, 
Flor Canon y Erlina Herrera. Deseamos las 
bendiciones y la direccion del Senor sobre 
el nuevo hogar. 

Inau:guracion de Colee;io .en Trinidad 

El ·nuevo edificio para ~1 Colegio Celco 
de Trinidad (Casanare) fu6 inaugurado 
el 2~ de mayo con la asistencia del Rdo. 

4 Haroid L. Olson 7 vicepresiQente del Sinodo 7 
~uien oficio junto con el Rdo, Gerardo 
":."!il ches C. 7 pastor de la cong-regaci6n 
"Emanuel" de Casanare. Dl nuevo,centro 
de actividad r ~: Trini(Lad fue iniciado por 
el Pastor ''!ilche·s q; principios del afio 
19~2 y promete 7 Dios mediante, resultar 
en u.r.a nueva con,c,:regaci6n. 

O~ispo Luterano de Succia visita a 
Colombia 

El.Rvdmo. Sr. Obispo Sven Danell 7 de 
Skara (Suecia), en su gira por America 
Datina estuvo de visita en 3ogota los 
dias 11-1~ de mayo, Fue recibido en la 
Curia Eetropoli tana por el :t:mmo. y Rvdmo. 
Sr, Ca:!:'dene,l Luis Conc'2a~ .Arzobispo de 
3ogot~ y Primado de Colombia. Predico 
en la Iglesia de Z;l Redentor en cultos 
cie trcs ciistintos idiomas g Al'--!man, 
Castellano y Sueco. Torno parte activa on 
una reunion informal celebrada entre li
deres Catolico-romanos y Protestantes, en 
la casa del presidente del Sinodo. Asis
tieron elementos import2.ntes do ambas 
partes~ entre otros el Padre Alfredo 
IY1:0rin 7 Rector del Seminario Itayor y el 
Dr. Orlando Fals Borda, Decano de la 
Facultad de Sociologia de la Universidad 
~~acional. Este franco y fraternal 
intorcambio de ideas entre las dos con
fesiones tuvo tan buena acogida que se ha 
invitado a una segunda reunion de esta 
indole eD el Seminario l·'Iayor de :Bozota. 

Asamblea Anual de la JoC.F. 

Con el proposito de tener mas tiempo para 
sus reuniones y asuntos a tratar, la 
Juventud del Castillo Fuerte ha decidido 
tener s~ asamblea los dias 23-2~ de junio. 
Esperamos la asistencia del mayor nllinero 
de j6venes, pues se iesarrollaran temas 
de mucha actualidad 5 por conferenciantes 
especiales. 

Asamblea ill1ual de la Iglesia 3vangelica 
Luterana - Sinodo de Colombia. 

El miercoles 2~ de junio 7 por la noche 9 

ser~ el cul to de apertura de la XI Asa!I).~ 
blea de nuestra Iglesia. Dicha Asamblea 
se prolongara hasta el dia 30. Para tal 
fin habra conferenciantes·especiales 
tales como los Reverendos Sefiores·Raimundo 
Rosales9 de Cuenca (Ecuador) y Gerhard 
Gasde, de la Iglesia de San r.:artin (Cali). 
Habra9 ademas 1 participaci6n de las Socie
dades Biblicas. 

Esperamos su asistencia y d~se<.-Unos que 
las bendiciones de Dios colman dichas 
reunione s. 

IV Asamblea de la Federaci6n 
Luterana Mundial 

Durante los dias del 30 de julio al 11 
de agosto se celebrara en Helsinki, 
Finlandia, la IV Asainblea de la Federaci6n 
Luterana Itundial. Esta Federacion une en 
vinculo fraternal a unos 75 millones de 
1 uteranos en el mundo y abarca como~ 
miembros a ~2 cuerpos lateranos con una 
feligresia de 52 millones en 37 paises. 

Aunque el Sinodo de Colombia no se ha 
hecho miembro de la Fe~eracion estara 
repr.csentado fraternalmente en la Asam
blea de Helsinki por el Rdo. Guido Torn
quist y la Sra, Fanny de Rodriguez. 
Como invitada especial del Comite Coor
dinador de Damas Luteranas en Norte
america, la Sra. Fanny asistira tambien 
a una reunion internacional de damas que 
se llev&ra a cabo en alemania. 

0 0 0 0 0 
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MY JEWISH NEIGHBOR AND I 

According to "Lutheran World", October, 1963, there are 707,900 Jews in 

Latin America. There are about as many Lutherans. If the Lutherans can claim 

a few thousand more on their lists, the Jews probably could also. At least, 

the figures for Colombia on the Jewish population are obviously low, since those 

given for Bogota, Cali, Barranquilla and Medellin total more than the figure 

(9,000) given for the whole country. We know there are a number of Jews in 

Cartagena and other commercial centers. 

The largest Jewish communities are in Argentina (450,000)~ Brazil (140,000), 
Uruguay (50,000), Chile (30,000), and Mexico (28,000). Then follow Vene~uela 

and Colombia with 10,000 and 9,000 respectively, and the other Latin American 

countries with smaller numbers. 

Of greater interest than the comparison of statistics is the fact that there 

are relatively large Jewish communities in all of the larger cities where we have 

Lutheran congregations in a position to reach them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The question arises: ~~at rapport is there between Jews and Lutherans? What 

effort on the part of these Lutheran congregations to share their faith in Jesus, 

the Messiah, with their Jewish neighbors? In Colombia, so far as we know, there 

are no members of immediate Jewish origen in the six LWF-related congregations 

nor in the nine belonging to the ELC-Colombia Synod. The Union Church of Bogota 

lists three Jewish members. It would be interesting to know the situation in 

other Latin American countries, even if the facts are predictable: In most con

gregations, none; in a few, a very small number. 

The Lpgumkloster meeting on the Church and the Jewish People,(April 26-May 2, 

1964, {whose reports have gone to the church papers and news services) emphatically 

discouraged segregated "Jewish Missions" and encouraged that the outreach be 

accomplished through the existing Christian congregations whose doors should be 

open to receive Jewish members. The group report on Mission and Dialogue states 

in part: 

"B. The witness to the Jewish people is inherent in the content of the 

Gospel, and from the commission received from Christ, the Head of 

the Church. 

1. The mission will most effectively reflect the glory of Christ in 

His Gospel when it is pursued in the normal activity of the 

Christian congregation, which reflects itself in the Christian 

witness of the individual members. 



My Jewish Neighbor and I 

"2. Where Jewish communities in the world cannot normally be reached 

by Christian congregations, mission organizations must provide 

for the proclamation of the Gospel to these people. 

C. It is a Christian responsibility to seekrespectfully to understand 

both the Jewish people and their faith. 

Therefore responsible conversations between Christians and Jews are 

2. 

to be desired and welcomed. Such conversations presuppose the existence 

of common ground on which Christians and Jews may meet, as well as 

points of difference. 

The conversations may be carried on through organized institutes, or 

by individuals and groups. 

The conversations do not assume an equating of the religions, nor do 

they require that Christians abstain from making their witness as a 

natural outgrowth of the discussions. Similarly Christians will listen 

gladly as Jews explain their insights of faith. 

Are we to wait for a special dispensation or epoc in God's economy and 

eschatology when the Jews will, as a nation, turn to Jesus of Nazareth as their 

Messiah? Or, is God waiting for the church to take the initiative in bringing 

about the hope and prophecy of St. Paul, who s~sa "and so all Israel will be 

saved"? (Rom. 11&25,26). 

Is it now God's time for Lutherans (and all Christians) to undergo serious 

self-examination regarding, or responsibility toward, the Jewish people, aided by 

the example and admonition of St. Paul (Romans, chapters 9, 10 and 11) who lived 

in the tension of being in every fibre a Jew and to the depth of his soul a 

Christian? 

Two things, or one of the two, may be impeding us. from reaching the Jews: 

Outright antisemitism, or the sense of "hopelessness" in reaching the Jews with 

the Gospel whose very Center is the Jesus they have rejected. Or, wait ••• can 

we say that the present-d~ Jew has rejected the Christ whom we have failed to 

share with him? ibat the average Jew knows about the Christian witness is that 

we hold him responsible for killing Jesus. 

In regard to these two problems, Karl Barth and K.E. Skydsgaard say, respectively: 

"By being hostile to Jewish blood, the world simply proves that it is the world& 

blind and deaf and stupid to the ways of God, as they are visible before it in 

the existence of this people. And if the Church tries to cooperate in this 



My Jewish Neighbor and I 3. 

hostility to Jewish blood, it simply proves that it, too, has become blind 

and deaf and stupid" {Lutht3ran World, Oct., 1963, p. 348). 

"This hope that the Jewish people will be grafted on to the tree to which it, 

as the people of Israel, belongs, lives on but faintly and opaquely in the 

church, if it hasn't been altogether abandoned as a peculiar phantasy of Paul's. 

On the Jewish side it is considered to be part and parcel of a Christian 

hybris to which one has become accustomed. fhe mind is frightened by the 

words one speaks. This future unity of Israel and the church will not mean 

the victory of Judaism over Christianity, nor the victory of the church over 

Israel, but the victory of God over his people in its division. We do not 

rightly know what our words mean when we speak about these things, but is 

it right for ~his reason not to speak at all?" (ibid p. 351) 

A small beginning has been made in preparing special materials in Spanish 

to be used in our witness to the Jewish people. The following, printed and 

distributed by Publicaciones El Escudo, Apdo. A~reo 111-33, Bogota 2, Colombia, 

can be had at a price that more or less covers the cost of distribution only 1 

'~i Predicacion de Cuaresma ••• Si un Judfo me Oyera" ••• 1.50 u.s. per hundred 

"Lo que una Congregacion Hizo por Rebeca" • • .20 U.S. " " 

"Como Descubri a Jesus" • • • • • • • • • • • • • .40 u.s. " " 
"Busq u6 al Mesias Verdadero" • • .15 U.s. '' " 

The first two are for promotion of the Christian witness to the Jewish 

people; the last two are testimonies by Jews who have embraced the Christian 

faith. 

Please take note of the fact that the circular mailed to Lutheran pastors in 

Latin America advertising these materials, failed to state that the price 

indicated is per ~undred, not per unit! 

Arnfeld C. Morek 
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VUESTRA TRISTEZA SE CONVERTIRA EN 
. GOZO. · · Juan 16 :16-24 

Estimados lectores~ 

6Quereis vosotros: l) GO~~; 2) GO?.O, 
QUE NADIE OS QUITARA? 3 JGOZO cm~-
PLETO? --- -- . 

El Medico Divino expide la receta 
un1ca que produce tal bendici6n~ 
"Me vereis? OS volvere a ver!'• 

La Magdalena llora al lado del sepuJ.
cro vacio y ni los angeles le con-· 
suelan. Al oir: "Maria", la soledad 
se cambia en felicidad. Los disci
pules temerosos, tras las puertas 
cerradas1 "se regocijar~m viendo al 
Senor". El camino sin esperanza 
se cambia en comuni6n agradable al 
sentir los dos discipulos de Eme..us 
su coraz6n ardiendo mientras El 
abria las escri turas. Si 7 la p:r(
sencia del Resucitado convierte 
vuestra tristeza en GOZO. 

Nos sorprende leer en Lucas 24~52 
que cuando el Salvador se ctespidi6 
de sus discipulos, "ellos volvieron 
a Jerusalen con gran gozo". Por lo 
general, las despedidai:3 son muy 
tristes. Pero El habia decla:::-3.do: 
"Toda potestad me es dada ••• " y 
basada en ella les di6 un prog:~ama 
progresi vo: "Id - haccd." --·- -:i nHe 
aqui yo estoy con vcsotros has-t2. el 
fin ••• 11

, .Al1adi6 1 a p.:..'orr.Gsa podeross, 
"todo lo que pid.ie:ce:J,s .sn mi nomb:re, 
os lo hare", incl uyendc ~ · ''mas rs
cibirtHs la virtud del. Espiri -tr;. '~c:v1t.::, 
y me sereis testigos". Cie:::-tc,mentG 
1 a pro me sa del Ascencl_ ido So no::: t .:m
bien convertira la tirs'!:ez2. vuestra 
en el GOZ0 9 QUE lHilliE OS QUJ TARA. 

Vino el Pentecostes y lo p~ometido 
fue entregadc. Mien-:~ras o:..'aban los 
ciento veinte, fueron lJ.snos del 
Espiritu. Hablaron en diversac len
guas que fueron entend-:.das pol' los 
procedentes de diversos pa:sJs. Al
gunos de estes dijercn ~J<J acl_ClG:i..::.os 
estaban borrachos. Perc P8d:co enfs·· 
tizaba que la pro:fecia de Joel se es
taba cumpliendo. Y ellos, c0n los 

tres mil nuevas creyentes (Hechos 2), 
"comian juntos1 tenian todo en comu.n, 
con alegria y sencillez de coraz6n". 

Tan complete era su gozo que ni el 
concilio ::i la carcel pudieron dis
m:!.nuirlo. Ellos vol vieron a la con
gregaci6n "gozosos de haber sido te
r:.idos pel' G.ignos de padecer 11 • Sin 
duda la plenitud del Dios Trine con
verti~a vuestra tristeza en COMPLETO 
uozo. Asi sea, Amen. 

--Harold L. Olson 

NOTICI.ASc .• 

Llama:la ot:.:'a Familia Misionera para 
2e~vir ~OL la iEL-SG 

El Rdo. Sr. Wilmer C. ·,i'estman ha ace;p
tad.o el llamamiento que le extendi6 
la Junta d_e Misiones Mundiales de la 
}'LC :para t::'abajar en Colombia. El Sr. 
llestma."l~ junto con su senora esposa, 
Ruby ::S. 1e Westman, y sus dos hijos, 
Patricia :r Ma:!.~cos, viajaran pronto a 
Sa:2 Jose 5 Cos~~a Rica~ donde se dedica.
ran a1 ectuaio del Castellano por un 
a3o a"ltes de unirse a la obra de nues~ 
t=a iglesia en Colombia. 

L03 p&s~ares Mario Jacobson (con su 
fc..r:1iiia) y Y~a::. ter- Lud.wigsen 5 que estan 
actualme~te estudi?..ndo en el Centro de 
Id:'.omas y Grientaci6n en Costa Rica, 
es-::>o:-a::1. llegar a Colombia en agosto y 
se~tiembre respectivamente. 

y_-: ·;jt. a ~;Jr~ 

F::. rasad.o 22 de abril sal·i6 para Dina
C?4~ca nuestro a;preciado amigo, y direc
tor de este Boletin, el Rdo. Arnfeld 
C. Morek, con cl prop6sito de asistir 
a una conferencia relacionada con nues
tra res~o~sabilidad como cristianos 
frente a los judios en el mundo. 

El Pastor Q1JP.nrud. Se Retira 

Des:puos cie un mj.nisterio de 211 anos 
1 modio on Colombia, el Rdo. Sr. 

- 8 -- ( Sigue en 1 a p.9) 



NOTICIAS.,. (Vienen de la pag, 8) 
, 
.Olger Quanrud se retira de la obra 
de nuestro Sinodo a la edad de ~7 
anos. El Pastor Quanrud lleg6 a 
Colombia par primera vez en octubre 
de 1937 acompanado de los esposos 
Gerardo Ostrem y Andres Larson. 

Volvi6 a los EE UU en 1940 donde se 
cas6 con Febe Engstrom en septiembre 
de 1941, junto con quien regres6 a 
Colombia para iniciar la obra en 
Duitama a fines del mismo ano. De 
su matrimonio naci6 un hijo 5 Natanael, 
en 1944, quien se graduara con espe~ 
cializaci6n en musica e idiomas de 
Waldorf College en Iowa el 31 de mc.yo 
del presente ana. 

las palabras de San Pablo en Rechos 20g24~ 

"Pero de ninguna cosa hago caso, ni 
estimo preciosa mi vida para mi mismo, 
con tal que acabe mi carrera c'on: gozo, 
y el ministerio que recibi del Senor 
Jesus, para dar testimonio del Evangelic 
de la gracia de Dios". 

Luterano como Secretario Ejecutivo del 
MEC en Colombia. 

En el nlimero anterior de este Boletin~ 
informabamos de la visi ta del Sr. Julio 
Antonio Loza a Colombia, en donde habria 
de permanecer par unos tres meses tra-
b~jru1do con el MEC (Movimiento Estudian
til Cristiano). En el presente nlimero 
nos es grato informar que el Sr. Loza 

El Pastor Quanrud qued6 viudo en ha aceptado el llamamiento para traba
marzo de 195~ cuando su senora esposa, jar como Secretario Ejecutivo de dicho 
dona Febe, fue llevada a la presencia movimiento en Colombia, durante tres 
del Senor. El ultimo de los men- anos, a partir de marzo de 1965. 
cionados veteranos de la obra luterana El Sr. Loza saldra de Colombia a prin
en Colombia que se retira, y el pri- cipios de mayo proximo, con destine a 
mero que se jubila, dejara un gran 
vacio en nuestro media. los Sstados Unidos~ de donde seguira 

despues a Ginebra (Suiza); a su regreso 
Hab::._ .mdo ejercido pastorados en 
Duitama, El Cocuy, Bogota, Medellin, 
;La Dorada y Sogamo so, eel e brara el 
culto de despedida en esta ultima 
congregaci6n el 17 de mayo, el Dia de 
Pentecostes. Luego empacara los 
escasos bienes que posee en este ' 
mundo, y viajara a su patria, donde 
dedicara un afio a la promoci6n de 
las misiones foraneas de la Iglesia 
Luterana antes de aceptar su merecida 
jubilaci6n. 

contraera matrimonio en Estados Unidos 
y viajara luego a Bolivia, su pais 
natal, mientras llega el tiempo de su 
regreso a Colombia.-

El MEC, que como queda dicho, es un 
Movimiento Estudiantil Cristiano, tiene 
como meta trabajar entre estudiantes 
universitarios y de Ultimos anos de 
Bachillerato. Cabe anotar aqui que el 
Sr. Loza habra de continuar el trabajo 
del Sr. Jose Willis, quien acaba de 
salir de Colombia despues de haber per
manecido por un tiempo, como coordinador 
de tal movimiento. Como tal, el Sr, 
Willis logr6 interesar a las diferentes 
iglesias evangelicas de Colombia, tales 
como la Federaci6n Luterana Mundial 

-~os amigos y hermanos en la fe, que 
hemos conocido al Pastor Quanrud y 
colaborado con ·el en el evangelic, 
le agradecemos sus abnegadas labores 
y su sincere companerismo en Cristo. 
7 les deseamos para el y su hijo, ' 
~atanael, las copiosas bendiciones 
del Senor sabre la continuaci6n de 
sus actividades en norteamerica. 

Gracias~ hermano, por haber sembrado 
con fidelidad y constancia la pre
ciosa semilla de la Palabra par los 
campos de Colombia, por habernos 
refrescado con su espiritu sereno y 
por habernos inspirado a cumplir nues
tro cometido cristiano, expresado con 

( Comisi6n para America Latina), la Igle
sia ~angelica Luterana-Sinodo de Colom
bia, la Iglesia Presbi teriana, 1a Igle-

- sia &~glicana y la Union Church (Iglesia 
Unida), para realizar un comlin esfuerzo 
en este trabajo entre los estudiantes 
colombianos, logrando darle a la vez 
un mayor caracter ecumenico a dicho 
movimiento. 

#.##### 
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The Rev. Alexander tvt. Allen 
1420 Santo-Domingo 
Duarte, California 

Dear Mr. Allans 

Apartado A~reo 111-33 
BogotA 2, Colombia 
June 12, 1964 

It was indeed kind of you to write me enclosing the documents regarding 
Mission negotiations back in 1945. These documents ~ be very interesting 
if I ever get around to writing the history on our work in Colombia, which 
I have so long ~anted to do. 

Besides, they bring back memories and a deep sense of grat~tud to you for 
the 'I.Ulderstanding spirit and the "A1.sdom with which you caunselled us in those 
early~· days. Thank you againP 

'lie still continue to enjoy the consi1.erable more liberty in our work here, 
partly due to the Roman thaw; yet, of course, sporadic persecution and dis
crimination continues along with it. This, of course, we can expect for a 
long time. Nevertheless, the Lord is good to us in giving us open doors and 
opportunity to do more than we seem to be able to accomplish. We have added 
more classrooms to our boarding school in Sogamoso ani have quite a nice 
plant there now; have government ap~roval for the primary school and "licencia 
ie funcionamiento" for the seconiary school. For this also we hope soon to 
have government accreditation. 

Last weekend our .. Juventud del Castillo J'uerte", national Luther::Leagueuorgani
zation £or Colombia, held its annual meeting ani spi~itual retreat L~ Sogamoso. 
The last :lays of this month our Synodical Council meets and then July 1-5 is 
the annual meeting of our Colombia Synoi. ~e are expecting two new missionaries 
in August ~ho are finishing their languace s~udy in Costa Rica. lillother family 
will begin studies in Au[:ust an:l will b~ 7:ith. us a year from now. 'l'hese re
inforcements are welcome, but we feel that our preparation of Colombian pastors 
ani other workers is still laggine nehin:l in spi ta of our efforts to -:-·emed.y 
this situation. L<.~st I'Ieek ~~e deciied in Y:exico to launch a new Lutheran 
theolo -i~al training proen;am for the whole Cari b~ea.>1 area. While all this is 
important, I feel th2 t sor:J•~thing 1eA9 iR lacking in the rank and file of our 
congregationa ••• a thorough-going spiritual awakening that can call forth a 
spon tar.eouo witness o:fi the entire lay level of the concregation. 'rh:il\ I 
believe, will co:na only through npra.yer and fasting". 

PleaAe re;nember us in Colombia iuring these crucial days. 

God's ble a sing 1Je upon you .;, s you oonti~ue to pray ard la.bor for the extension 
of God.•s kingdom and the promotion of His love among men. 

Gratefully yours, 

Arnfeli c. Morek 



XII ANNUAL MEETING OF COLOMBIA SYNOD 

Elects of'fioers; Curtails eduoational Erogrum 

Bogot4, July, 1964 

The R\l'angelioal Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod held its XII Annual 

Meeting here, July 1-5. 
Sypod officers. ELG-CS offic~rs elected for & thre8-7ear perio~ werec 

Rev. Arnfeld C. Morek, president (reelected for n third consecutive term); 

Rev. Juan N. Montoya, vice-president; Dr. Jar80 E. Corzo, Secretary; Rev. Pausania1 

Wilches, Treasurer. 

Morek, who has consistently striven f·::>r tbe election of a Colombian as 

president, resigned. upon reelection, but consented to continua when the meeting 

voted non-acceptance. 

Boys' School Closed.. The Synod voted to close its "Insti tuto Biblico-Cul tural' 

a Bible-secondary-normal school (presently for male students) which has served 

the church for more than 20 years. 

The motion to suspend activities was softened by the clause, "until there is 

a JIOssibili ty of continuing, or of implementing &.nother educational plan." This 

hope is partly envisioned in Synod's action to establish a program of par!sh 

education to t.rain lay catechists, ani to stuiy the possibility of s stu·ient hosteJ 

in BogotA, where residents could reoeive sor:e hours of 'Bible training while 

a.tten;iing secular schools in th·3 capital. 

Reasons for suspending the IBC are: 1) Laok of etudents (only 6 in the preser 

school year, with 1 it tl e hope of more in 1965); and 2) shortage of teaohing personr 

Girls' Sohool Makas Procress. The training school for grai.e-school teaohern 

anrl lay evan elists was coeducational until 19fi2 \Yhen a seoond.ary department for 

girls was a..:lded to the Ssrnod • s "Colegio Celco" in Sogamoso, 150 mile a north-east 

of BogotA. 

Colegio Celoo acquired. government accreditation in 19~3 for its oo-educational 

grade-sohool department and hopes to receive accreditation soon for the secondary 

department which has a present enrollment of 25 girls, in first 40d second years~ 

Thiri yel:l.r will be added. in 19IS5 and fourth in 191)~, when it will provid.e the 

full-fledged ba.sio secondary courses, plus Bible an1 normal training. 
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PAGH'A IN"FAlfriL 

Luis y Lucia saludan a sus amiguitos lectores y les 

invitan a que les escriban contandoles sus experiencias, sus penas 

.. .. 

o sus alegrias. Favor :ie dirigir sus cartas a Luis o Lucia 

.. .. : .. .. .. .. .. : : 

a/c Boletin Sin6dico 

Apartado Aereo 20038 

Bogota 2, D. E. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . : .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ~-:4 .. .. 

Molinos 20 Interior4 
Mixcoac, Mexico 19, Do Fo 
Mayo 21, 1965 

Aprecia:ios arr,igos y hermanos en Cri·sto: 

. Agradecemos al Boletin Sil.-t6dico por la oportunidad que nos da para saludar a to
dos nuestros amigos. 

Ya han pasado varios meses sin verles, pero no han pasado varios minutos sin re-
.. cordarles. Los primeros meses fueron dificiles pues todo era nuevo para nosotros. 
Este Hiexico es una ciudad muy grande y las costurrtbres son muy d.ife:rentes a lci.s 
nuestras. Aunque ya nos estamos acomod~~do, no poiemos dejar de pensar en el r6-
greso a nuestro querido pais para poder ser utiles en alga. 

Los estudios son algo pesados pero les estamos hacienda la lucha. Ya hemos ter
minado el primer trimestrs en el Seminario y estamos preparando examenes para fi
nalizar el segundo en la Unive:rsidad. 

En el Seminario somas siete estudiantes de •. Guatemala, Espana, Mexico, Venezuela 
y Colombia. Desea~os que mas amigos colombianos se decidan a trabajar en la obra 
del Senor, que riecesita tanto de sus obreros. LLes esperamos .. el ano entrante? 

Deseamos que el Senor les bendiga rica.uente :I les pedirr,os el favor de que nos 
recuerden en sus oraciones. 

De usted.es sus servidores en Cristo, 

/fdo/ He:rnan y Carola 

- 3 -



NOTICIAS •••••• 

Reunion del Consejo General del CETA. 

El 23 de abril del presente aro? se 
reuni6 en Mexico 7 D. F. el Consejo 
General del Centro de Estudios Teolo
gicos Ausburgo, siendo esta la primera 
reunion oficial despues de la organiza
cion definitiva del CETA. 

En representacion del Sinodo de Colom
bia asistieron el,Lic. Gustavo D. Ro
driguez y los Pastores Harold 1. Olson 
y Arnfeld C. Morek. 

Es grato informar a la feligresia de 
nuestro Sinodo que los estudios rea
lizados por el Sr. Hernsn l.;.riza en el 
CETA y en la Universidad de America, 
son alta~ente satisfactorios. Vease 
en otra parte del presente nfunero, ur. 
saludo del Sr. Hernan Ariza y la Sra. 
Carol a. 

En ca~ino de regreso de Mexico, el 
Pastor Morek pudo visitar brBvemente 
a la fa'Tiilia Orozco 7 en Guatemalaj y 
a l& familia Westman, en Costa Rica, 
quienes enviaron saludos a los nermanos 
en Colo~bia. Julio Orozco, anterior
mente Pastor del Sinodo de. Colombia, 
pastorea actualmente la Iglesia Lute
rana de "Cristo Rey 11

1 8.!1 la ciudad de 
Guatemala. Carlos ·. estman, lla.J::ado a 
servir con nuestro Sinodo~ esta, con 
su Sra. esposa, Ruby de 'estman, estu
diando el castellano en el Institute 
de Lengua Espanola de San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Espera venir ccn su familia a 
Colo~bia en los ultimos dias de agosto. 

Reuniones del Conse,i o Sinodico y de 

la XIII Asamblea Anual de la IEL-SC. 

Para los dias 28-30 de junio esta pro
grama:ia lc.... reunion del Consejo Sino
dice de nuestra iglesia. Inmediata
mente despues ( junic 30 a julio 4), 
se &fectuara en :Bogota la. XIII Asamblea 
P~ual de la Iglesia £"8~gelica Lutera
na, Sinodo de Colombia. Como predica
dores especiales est&ran el Pastor 
Restor Charnorro, de la ciudai de Cali, 
q uien ·iirige el movi;;.ien to "Circul o 
Estudiantil ALFA y 013GA11 , y el Pro-

fesor Karl Lenkersdorf, rector del 
8ETAo 
Esperamos 1U6 con la ayuda de Dios, es
ta sea una ocasion en la cual podamos 
dar pasos firmes respecto al adelanto 
de nuestra grande mislon como lutera
nos y como miembros :ie la Iglesia de -

.... Cristo. 

Contribuciones al CETA. 

Recordamos nuevamente a las congrega
ciones, de la decision tomada en la 
J~.samblea General de 1964, de cubrir el 
1% del presupuesto del CETA, · y del Ee
morandum Sin6dico de marzo 19 de 1965, 
sugiriendo las cuotas para las congre
gaciones. 

Agraiecemos a las congregaciones que 
ya han envia~o su contribucion en par-

. t::; 0 totalmente, para el presente ano. 

La Casa del IBC se convierte en Colegio 

para Nines con Retardo Ment'al. 

For 1e~isi6n del Consejo Sin6dico se 
ha arrendado la casa del Ir.stituto 
Biblico-Cul tural· a la Aso'ciaci6n Co
lombiana Fro Nino Retardado Mental 7 

(ACPl'JPJ'.'l). Los sal ones y piezas, tan 
conocidos po:r los exalumnos del·- IBC.; 
se hall an :pin tados de col ores vivos, 
con figuras alegres de animales~ a'Jes 
y frutas, y toio lo necesario para fa
cilitar el aprendizaje de estes ninos 
(y jovenes) cie limitada capacidad men
tal y fisica. Se trata de una escuela 
de caracter comunal 7 organizada por el 
Club d.e Uadres de la 'ACPI\RM. Las cla
sas s£ iniciaron el l de junio 1 con 37 
alumnos matricula:ios. 

Por otra parte, y tambien por decision 
lal Consejo Sinodico~ los inquilinos 
que al],i vivian, fueron traslaclaclos a 
la casa de la calle 75 No. 20-54. 

Asa;£:blea de "Castillo Fuerte" •. 

La llesa Jirectiva de la "Juventucl del 
Castillo Fuerte" informa a las sociG
dades de j6venes de nuestras congrega
ciones que su Asamblea Anual se lleva
ra a cabo en Sogamoso~ durante los elias 
25 a 27 del presento mes; en su defecto 
se efectuara en Bogota. 

- 9 -



ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE BYLAWS 
of the 

EVANG~ICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - COLOMBIA SYNOD 

SECTION ONE 

MEETINGS 

/hv~ d "d 

IuJ~} 1 f~P ~-

See Constitution. 

A. ~Ul business meetings shall open with the reading of Scripture and prayer. 
Bo The President shall preside over all business sessions of the General Synodical 

Convention and Synodical Council, unless otherwise ordered. 
C. Voting by secret ballot shall be required in the following cases: 

l. To elect Synodical officers; 
2. To elect members of Synodical Council; 
3. To adopt or amend any of the articles of the Constitution or of these Bylaws; 
4. To suspend or dismiss from office any Synod officer. 

D. The annual plenary session of the Synod shall be held during the month of July, 
or if necessary~ in June or August. The exact dates and place will be set by 
the Synodical Council or by the President in consultation ~th the members of 
the Council. The President -vdll advise in vvriting, at leB.st one month in advance, 
the date, place and agenda of the meeting (Constitution, Title III, Ch. II 9 Art. 13), 
(Note~ Amended, July~ 1965, in order to hold the General Convention during the 

first half of January.) 
E. The procedure for the business meetings shall be: 

1. Minutes. 
2. Correspondence. 
3. Reports given by 

a) the President 
b) the Treasurer and auditing committee 
c) other reports. 

4. Consideration and acceptance of congregations which-desire affiliation r-ith 
Synod. 

5. Elections. 
~. Unfinished business. 
7. ~Jew business. 

F. As to matters of parliamentary procedures not specified ih the present Bylaws, 
these uill follow the order as set up in "Parliamentary Procedures" by Heriberto 
Money. 

SECTION TWO 

ACCOUNTS AND AUDITING 

A. All disbursements ef Synod funds shall be made by check, signed by the Treasurer 
and one other person authorized by the Synodical Council. 

B. The Synod in its annual plenary session shall designate an auditing committee or 
an accountant to audit the books. The respective reports shall be presented at 
the following plenary session. 

eA. 
SECTION THREE 

REPRESENTATION IN THD SYNOD 

Each member congregation of the Synod shall have a right to send two (2) dele
gates to the General Synodical Convention 9 and if the number of voting members 
exceeds fifty (50) it will have a right to one ( 1) delegate per twenty ( 20) 
voting members. In no case shall the representation from one congregation 
exceed ten (10) delegates. (Constitution, Title III, Chapter II, Art. 11). 



BylarvsJ J:tiLC - Colombia Synod 2. 

B. The delegates shall be elected by the congregetion ~hich, not less than eight (8) 
days before the opening of the Convention, shall send a letter of credentials to 
the office of the Synodical Prssident • 

. APPE1T])IX 

AGREEMENT BDT' :CEN TEE EVANGELIClili LUTHERJ:.N - COLOMBIA SYNOD 
AND TH~ EViiliGELICfili LUTHERJili MISSION IN COLOMBIA 

l. The foreign missionaries~ pastors, wives and unmarried workers~ may be associate 
members of any congregation in the Synod, with all the responsibilities and 
privileges of members of the congregation. 

2. f~l the ordained missionaries shall have voice and vote in the General Synodical 
Convention and shall be members of the Ministerium. They may be elected as mem
bers of the Synodical Council in proportion not to exceed a third of the repre
sentation in said Council. 

3. Unordained missionaries may be elected by the congregdtions, of which they are 
associate members, as delegates to the General Synodical Convention. 

4. The Synod recognizes m1d accepts the right of the Mission to actively maintain 
the existing Missionary Conference which shall not be tinder the control of the 
Synod, nor will the latter be subjected to the jurisdiction of the former, but 
both groups shall work together in a mutual and harmonious manner. 

5. The reports on work and activities of the Evangelical Lutheran Church- Colombia 
Synod, should bo sent to the Board of World Missions which maintains constant 
interest in the advancement and development of the work in Colombia. Such re
ports should be duly authenticated by the Synod President. e ~- The Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod, sincerely welcomes the mission
aries sent by the Board of World Missions to help her in her work. In times of 
special need, this Synod may request the Board of Missions to send more mission-
aries. She may also inform when she believes there is no more need to increase 
the number of missionaries, or uhen it would be advisable to withdraw some of 
its number. 

1. Every missionary should be recommended to the Synodical Council by the Missionary 
Conference. The Council, taking into account tho desires and aptitudes for service 
of the recommended missionary, shall assign him work in accord uith the obligations 
he may have with his own Missionary Conference. If the work is specifically con
nected with a local congregation, the latter shall extend him the appropriate call. 

8. If a foreign missionary, in the opinion of the Synodical Council, is not competent 
for the work, the Council may request his vdthdrawal addressing such petition to 
the Missionary Conference who in turn will pass it on to the Board of World Missions. 

9. All institutions supported by the Mission shall have representatives in their di-

10. 

ll. 

rectorship, elected by the Synod. The budgets of such institutions shall be in
cluded in the budget of the Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod. 
The foreign missionaries shall continue to be supported by the Board of World 
Missions, but when one of them serves a parish, the congregation ~mich he serves 
shall contribute to the Treasury of the Synod the sum budgeted for the support 
of its pastor. 
The Synod and Missionary Conference, based on experience and observation, recom
mend as a general principle that the congregations be served by national pastors. 
Only in the case of proven urgency and necessity shall a foreign missionary serve 
as parish pastor. 

Accepted by the Synod in its Seventh General Convention, the 30 
of July, 1959, in Bogota, D.E. (See Minutes of same, V. Bylaws) 
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Pentecost-1967 

MRS. VIESTURS PAVASARS 
COLOMBIA 

On Pentecost Sunday the first Vesper Service of the new Lutheran work 
in Cali was held in the small chapel in our home. What better time to be
gin than on Pentecost when the first Christian Church was born by the 
might of the Holy Spirit! 

As we think of that first Pentecost and of our own Pentecost Sunday in 
Cali, we praise God for His continual workings. We remember that on the 
first Pentecost people were present from many lands as we read in Acts 
2:9ff "Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopota
mia, .. ," How amazed we were after our first service to find that among 
tho 23 people presol'lt, th<U'I!! wQr' twelve Colombians, five ltcuadorfans, 
three North Americans, one Cuban, one German and one Latvian. 

Also we remember Peter's Spirit-empowered sermon in a language all 
could understand and we thank God for His strengthening so that the 
pastor, after only eleven months in Colombia, could deliver his sermon 
with power in Spanish, the language all could understand. Only after one 
has delivered his first message in another language, can he truly appreciate 
the words of St. Luke, "For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour 
what you ought to say." (Lk. 12:12) 

We have appreciated this same verse as each afternoon we set out to 
visit our neighbors in this upper-middle class suburb of Cali. Often we 
know not how to convert our friendly chit-chat to discussion of the things 
of God, but much to our amazement God opens the doors and the Holy 
Spirit gives us words to answer the many questions of our neighbors. 

There is much curiosity about our faith and many thought-provoking 
questions are asked. However, the most difficult part for many of our neigh
bors is to have sufficient courage to investigate by attending the Bible 
studies or Sunday services. As one man stated, "We are afraid of two 
things. One is to study the Bible. For many years this has been a book 
forbidden by the Catholic Church. Even though the Church now says we 
may read it, there still remains this fear within us which was implanted 
in us as youngsters. The second fear is what our neighbors will think. 
Many wiii say we are converting to another faith if we attend evangelical 
services." We encouraged this neighbor to investigate and not to fear man's 
opinion, and we praised God when he came to the Sunday evening service 
two weeks ago. 
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We ask your prayers for this 
man and for our other neighbors to 
whom God, by means of His Spirit, 
is calling to the study of His Word 
and to a deeper, fuller knowledge 
of Himself. Pray also that this 
same Spirit will enlighten and em
power each of us, His servants, to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with the same force we see in the 
Book of Acts. May we all be Peters 
and Pauls in this year 1967 wher
ever God may have called us to 
serve. 

PASTOR VIESTURS PAVASARS in the 
new Lutheran Chapel, Cali, Colombia. 

In a letter received from Viesturs and Arlene shortly after Easter they told of 
a visit to Popayan on Good Friday. 

", .. We were happy to accept the invitation of one of our neighbors to 
visit Popayan, his home town, on Good Friday. This small city, the colonial 
capital of the department of Cauca, is very famous for its Holy Week 
processions, so we were especially appreciative of the opportunity to visit 
these on Good Friday and to witness this important part of the Colombian 
culture. 

"The procession was very solemn and impressive. The many heavy 
floats laden with the Passion figures, flowers, candles, and many golden 
decorations, were laboriously carried by eight men dressed in purple. Be
tween each float, hundreds of children and adults solemnly marched with 
candles. Each float told part of the Passion story with the final scenes 
showing the empty cross and Christ in the coffin. However we were rather 
disturbed with the last float, showing Mary, extravagantly dressed in gold 
with many angels around her and a queenly light streaming from behind. 
It was a rather unfortunate ending to an interesting procession-almost as 
though it were saying, "Christ is dead. Long live Mary!" 

We ask your prayers that we may be able to bring the risen and living 
Christ to the Colombians who seem to have a religion that comes to a pitch 
of fervor during Holy Week and then dies with Christ on Good Friday. The 
joy of Easter Sunday and the presence of the risen Christ in our lives seems 
to be lost in the sadness of Christ's death." 

1HF (Y)IS>-Ie>NftR y 
s-ept. 1 'rt 7 
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With both the spoken and written 
word, missionaries and evangelists 
share the Gospel in the newly
opened bookstore (Libreria "EI Es
cudo") located on the south side 
of Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
North Bogota. Wilmer Westman 
director, says, "Christian literature 
is of no value to anyone until it is 
put into the hand of a seeking 
person. Then it goes into action, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
to open the blind eyes and lead 
him into a new and living experi
ence with their Lord, jesus Christ. 
It is then that the Church, His 
body, is able to help this person 
grow in his relationship with Christ 
and become oriented into an ef
fective worker in reaching others 
wilh the Gosrel message." 
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IN THE PLAINS of Eastern Colom
bia, rivers are used as highways. 
Below: This 30-foot, 6-foot beam, 
dug-out called "Nave Evangelista," 
is owned by a member of a Luther
an group at Orocue on the Meta 
River. (See map p. 4) The Spanish 
writing on the prow reads: "Read 
the Bible," "Believe on the Lord 
jesus," and "God Is Love." 

' ~enos 
rtsTAMEN 

FROM HER CLASSROOM 
in Colegio Celco, in So
gamoso, Missionary joyce 
Bergh writes: "The sec
ond year high school re
ligion class studied pur
gatory, Chri~t's descent 
into hell, etc. Verses were 
looked up in different Bi
ble versions. After the 
class Gloria came to the 
teacher and asked, 'Que 
religion salva' (What re
ligion saves?) Once again 
she was pointed to the 
authority of the Word." 

The congregation at 
Santa Helena gathered 
in this grass-roofed 
charel when Mission
ary Walter Ludwigsen 
(third from left in 
third row) visited and 
held services here. Pas
tor Ludwigsen is Mis
sion superintendent 
and president of ELC
Colomhia Synod. 

7Hfr' ft/IS5IOIVI+RV, S¥t. 1(67 
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UP THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRAIL, 
Missionary Norman Omodt (left), 
climbs to hold services in mountain 
chapels. THE MUD-WALLED BUILD
ing shown below is used for worship 
services when Evangelist Nehemias 
Parada makes the two hour trip (on 
horseback) from Socota. 
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DECLARACION EVANGELiCA DE BOGOTA 

Los aquf reunidos. ~reyentes en Cristo 1 mlembros de las dlferentes comunidades de
nomfnaclonales que trabajan en nue~tro continente entre el pueblo latlnoamerlcano~ 
nos hemos congregado en este Primer Congreso Latlnoamericano de Evangel rzacion en el 
Nombre de Dies el Padre, flies el Hfjo y Dfos el Espiritu Santo. Creemos que el Espf
rftu Santo mlsmo nos ha gulado a este encuentro, con Ia final I dad de exam!nar de nue
vo nuestra mlsl6n evangel izadora a Ia luz de la enseHanza bfbllca y de la actual sl
tuaclon latlnoamerlcana, 

Nuestra presencia en este Congreso ha sldo manifestac16n de nuestra Unldad en 
Cristo~ cuya nat~raieza espiritual y no organizacionai hunde sus rafces en nuestra eo
man herencfa evang'l lca 1 fundamentada en las verdades de Ia B!blia. cuya autorfdad co
mo Palabra de D1os iluminada por el Espfritu Santo af!rmamos categ6ricamente, 

Como consecuencia 1 e&ta declaraci6n que presentamos al pueblo evang'l leo latfno
amer!cano es expresi6n de un consenso en el cual hay acuerdo en lo fundamental; pero 
hay tambl~n Iugar para la dtversidad que proviene de la multlforme gracra de Dlos al 
dar sus dones a su pueblo: Dl'versi9ad dentro de Ia Unida<!_. 

Esta deciaraci5n q~iere tamb:~n reflejar la toma de conclencla que en estes dfas 
el SeAor Jesucr!sto ha quer;do darnos. haci~ndonos sentir lo agudo de Ia crisis mul
tiple por la que atravfesan nuestros pueblos, y el cariccer Imperative de su mandate 
a evangel izar. Juntos hemos reconocido la necesidad de vivir plenamente el evange
l ro~ proclam~ndoio en su totalidad al hombre latfnoamericano en el contexte de sus 
multiples necesidades. 

Compartimos c.on un sentrdo de urgencfa lo que el Senor Jesucrfsto no~ ha mostrado 
perc sin rntentar !eg13iar en la vida de las iglesias latlnoamerlcanas. lnvitamos 
m§s bien al pueblo latinoamericdno a cons[derar y estudiar estas declaraclones que 
expresan las convicclones a que el SeAor Jesucrlsto nos llev6 durante el Congreso. 

ASi DECLARAMOS: 

1. La presentia evangil 1Cd en Latinoamir[ca es fruto de la accl6n de Dlos a trav~s 
de un inmenso caudal de amor cristiano, vision misionera~ espfrltu de sacrifi
clo~ trabajo, esfuerzo. t1empo y dinero invertido aqur per las mlsfones extran
jeras que han venido trabajando desde hace mis de un siglo~ Inclusive la Obra 
de las Soc:edades B~bi :~as. Esta mirada a nuestra historia no puede menos que 
despertar en nosotro~ un e5pfritu de gratlt~d per la obra pionera cuya dimen
sion reconocemos. Ai mlsmo ciempo. al mirar hacla el futuro~ estamos conscfen
tes de las nuevas responsabil !dades~ nuevas tareas y nuevas estructuras que son 
un verdadero desaffc a los creyentes 1atlnoamerlcanos 8 y al 1 iderato autoctono 
en todas la5 dime~siones del mlnisterlo. 

2. La comisi6n de anunciar el evangel 10 a toda criatura es un imperative claramen
te expresado en Ia Palabra de Dies. La evangel izac16n noes algo optative: es 
la esencia mfima del ser de la Iglesia, su tarea ~~prema. 

La dln'm~ca de Ia tarea evangel 1zadora es Ia acci6n del Espfrftu Santo. Es El 
quien da los dones a Ia Iglesia~ capaclta al evangellzador~ da testimonio de 
Cristo al oyente. lo :lumlna 1 convence de pecado, de justlcla~ de julclo y de 
eterna perdfci6n; lo convierte en nueva criaturap y lo hace parte de la iglesia 
y colaborador con Dlos en Ia evangellzacl6n. Cuando nose reconoce esta lnlcia
tfva del Espiritu Santo~ Ia evangel 1zact6n se torna mera empresa humana. 

3. Nuestra teologfa sobre el evangellsmo determfna nuestra accion evangel lzadora, o 
Ia ausencla de el ia. La senc111ez del evangel lo no esta reHida· con su dimension 
teo16gica. Su naturaleza es Ia autorevelaclon de Dies en Cristo Jesds. Reafir
mamos el caracter unico de su obra medladora~ gracias a la cual el pecador en
cuentra el perd6n de los pecados. y Ia justlficaci6n por Ia sola fe~ sin reitera
ci6n de aquel sacrificio. 

Reafirmamos aslmlsmo que Cristo es et Senor y la Cabeza de 1a Iglesia~ y que la 
manffestac16n final de su se"orfo sabre el mundo ser' evfdente en su segunda ve
nlda, la cual es la esperanza de los redimidos. Estas son las buenas not!cias 
cuya proclamac~6n y aceptaci6n transforman radlcalmente al hombre. 

4. Los campos de l~ Am~rlca Latina est~n bfancos y ilstos para la siega. Grandes 
sectores de Ia poblacl6n manifiestan receptlvidad al evangelloj pero esta hora 
de oportunldad demanda ~na estrategia adecuada. Debemos evaluar los actuales 
m'todos de evangel izaci6n a Ia luz de los resultados vfslbles en el crecfmlento 
asombroso de c[ertas denomlnaciones. Dlcha evaluacion. unida a una considera
clon cufdadosa de Ia vida de la lgle~i·a neo te~tamentaria, demostrara en primer 
lugar Ia lmportanc;a de una m6vil izac16n total de Ia Iglesia para la tarea 

' ' • :;t__ 
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evangelizadora. Aftrmjmos para ser f~el a 1a Biol:a q~e esta movll izac16n hade 
ser obra dei Esprritu Santo 0 que usar~ ios med.o, que ~~ :glesla proporclone con 
intel lgencla y creati~fdad. comenzando a nivel de ia congregac!6n local. 

5. En nuestro slglo somes testrgos del progreso asombroso de ios medlos de comunlca
cf6n que~ por su eflclencla y por Ia fa~ta de €tica de qJienes los manejan~ con
trfbuyen a crear un taos de voces que confunden ai hombre \atlnoamerlcano. En me
dic de tal confus~6n Ia voz clara. dfstintlva, sencflla 1 poderosa del mensaje de 
Cristo 8 debe enconcrar su camino h~sta ei oyente. E. mensajero de Jesucrlsto tie
ne la urgente responsabi 1 idad de comprender y ut. I zar ids tjcnlcas modernas de 
comunlcacl6n a ftn de c~ptar la atenci6n del hombre latinoamerlcano. dialogar con 
'1 y comun;carie el evarge\ io en forma :ntel;g;ble y pertinente a su s!tuaci6n 
vita 1. 

6. Ei proceso de evangei1zacl6n se da en s1 tua:rones humdnas concretas. Las estruc
turas sociale~ infiuyen sabre ia .gies1a y sobre 1os reteptores del evangelfo. 
Si se desconoce esta real idad se deifigu(a ei e~angel ,o y se empobrece Ia vfda 
crlstiana. Ha lleyado Ia hera de que lo; ~ifang61 icos tomemos concfencia de nues
tras responsabrlldadei soc;aies. Para cumpll( Lon ej\as~ ei fundamento brbllco 
es la doctrina evang~l lea y el ejempio de Jeiucc;~,o lle~ado hasta sus Gltlmas 
consecuencias. Ese eJemp1o debe encarnarse en ia ~r;cica real idad latinoamerica
na de subdesarro.llo inJusticia~ hambre 9 vio'len~.,;;a y de~e~peraci6n. Los hombres 
no podran construir el reino de Dios :::.obre ia t•eua, pe'o la acci6n social evan
g~l lea contribuir~ a C(ear un mundo meJor coma anti~1po de aqu~i por cuya venlda 
oran diarfamente. 

7. La explos?6n demogr~f[ca no~ presenta el desaf~o de una pob,ac16n juvenll que 
aumenta vertigfnosam~nte, JUSto en el memento en que ja ;gle~ia comprueba por su 
parte un 'xodo de s~ juventud y una cris.~ de' min.sterio frente a las nuevas ge
neraciones El empuje de Ia iglesia debe renovarse de acuerdo con una estrategfa 
orgin1ca que comprenda ei diagn6stico reai l~t~ de ia crisis juveni1 y Ia refor
mu1act6n de las demandas de Cristo. El reto del Serior hade enunclarse de manera 

. que capte Ia fmaglnaci6n i la energra de ia Juventud, ianzindola preclsamente a 
la conquista de Latinoam,rica para Cristo. £1 entusiasmo. el vigor~ el espfritu 
de serviclo y aventura de una juventud que haga de Crlsto su se~or y lfder
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convertir en real idad las profundas transtormaciones que nuestros pueblos esperan. 

8. La tarea de Ia evangel izac;6n no termina con la ~roclamaci6n y Ia conversl6n. Se 
hace necesarlo un m~nisterio de consolidac'6n de los creyentes nuevos que les brln
de capacltaci6n doctr;nai y pr~ctica para v;~ir la vida cristiana dentro del am
blente en que se mue~en, para expresar fldel;daa a Cri~to en el contexte socio-
cultural donde Dios los ha puesto. El ptuceso de pidn; ficaci6n de la tarea evan-
gellzadora debe provee1 tambi€n Ia~ bases teoi6glcas y 1os m&todos prjctlcos para 
reallzar est6 tarea de consolidac,6n. 

9. En un contlnente de mayorra nomlnalmente cat6ifca, no podemos cerrar los ojos a las 
Inquietudes de renovad6n que se advlerten en Ia igles.a de Roma, El 11 aggiornamen
t011 nos presenta por igual nesgo y oportunidaa: 1os c.amb1os en materia de i ftur
gfa~ ecles~ologra, polftica y estrategia. aejan ~In embargo inc61umes los dogmas 
que separan a ios evangillcos de Roma. Pero 0uestra tonf;anza en ia Paiabra de 
Dlos, cuya dlfusi6n 1 iectura se ~a acelerando dentro ael catoi ~clsmop nos hace 
esperar frutos de renovacf6n y nos proporc1ona oport~nidad para el dl~logo a nivel 
personal. Este d1Aiogu hade ser intei:gent~ 1 demanda en nuestras fgieslas una en
se~anza m's profunda y consistente de 1a herenc.a evang~i 1ca, a tin de evitar los 
rfesgos de un ecumenlsmo ~ngenuo y mal ~ntendido. 

10. En actitud de agradetim,ento ai SeHor ~esucr 1~to por Ia forma en que nos ha permlti
do la expansion dei evange.iio en estas t\erras, coniesamos al mlsmo tiempo nuestra 
lncapacldad y nuestras tal las en el cumpi1miento de su mandate en esta hora crftlca. 
Pero afirmamos nuestra fe en los recursos de ~~ gracia. que capacltan a los suyos a 
la medida de las tareas que Ei les demanda~ yen ia as~stencla y el poder del Espf
rltu Santo promet~do a la igles•a 11 hasta ei hn del mundo 11 • A"l Senor y Salvador al 
cual dames Ia gloria ahara y per ~os ~;glos~ no~ encomendamos. AMEN. 

El Comlt~ Ejecutivo del Primer Congreso Latinoamerlcano de. Evangellzacl6n: 

Carlos J. Lascra Clyde W. Tay~or Efrafn Santiago 
Miguel Angel Suazo Harold 5cacey Antonio Ejfas 
Jorge Bidduiph Jon~s Gonzilez Pab~o Finkenbinder 
Virgl I io Zapata A. Sergio Garcra Roberto Anderson 
Fillx Calle Asdrdba Rfos 
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MENSAJE A LAS IGLESIAS EVANGEliCAS L0TERANAS EN LATINOAMER~CA 

Nosotros, los luteranos aslstentes al Primer Congreso Latinoameri~ano de Evange~ ~za
ci6n reunidos en la cludad de Bogotip Colomb1a~ durante jos dfas 21 a 29 de nov~em
bre de 1969. enviamos a las iglesias Juteranas del continente las sigulentes con
clusiones tomadas de las ponencias tratadas: 

la. Que la ~vange1fzaci6n constltuye la mis;6n fundamental de la Iglesia de 
Cristo. 

2a. Que la evangel lzaci6n consiste en comun~car las Buenas Nuevas acerca de Je
sucristo con la mfra de la conversion del hombre intr,dulo. Esta comunicaci6n re
vela a Cristo como el Reconcll Iader entre ei hombre y Dios y entre los homb(e~, La 
conversion - arrepentimlento y fe - se comp'ieta con ei Bautfsmo y la formad6n p~H
sonal basada en las Sagradas Escrlturas dentro de Ia hermandad cristlana. 

3a. Que tal comunfcaci6n se hace basicamente en forma verbal. Cuando eite men
saje es recfbido produce en el lndtvlduo 0 y por ende en 1a comunldadp cambios posr
tivos y duraderos. Esta confrontacl6n verbal requiere un contexo de amory servic;o, 

4a. Que frente al heche del nomlnalismo religiose de la gran mayorfa de los ha
bitantes de latinoamerica- fen6meno reconocido aGn porIa fglesia cat6llca romana
las iglesias luteranas tienen tambi'n un gran 'ampo de acci6n y una grave respon~a
bil idad evangelizadora. 

Sa. Que se hace necesaria y urgente Ia prepara~t6n del elemento lafco de las 
iglesias luteranas para que partlcfpe eficazmente en Ia obra evangel lzadora. En 
consecuenciap se recomienda a los seminaries ;nculcar en los futures ministro~ una 
seria lnquletud evangel izadora. De otra partep cada congregaci6n luterana ser§ un 
campo de adiestramlento para sus miembros comprometidos con Cristo. 

6a. Que la acci6n misfonera de Ia igles;a es mis eflcaz si las estructuras son 
sencillas y se adaptan a las circunstancias ambientales. Tingase en cuenta e1 va
lor del testimonio personal en la obra evangel [zadora. 

7a. Que los esfuerzos evangellzadores con otras denomfnaclones pueden rendlr 
/abundantes frutos, perc requieren una culdadosa preservaci6n de nuestra identidad 
doctrinal. 

8a. Que el Evangelizador verdadero es ei Espfr~tu Santo y que a la igies~a le 
ha correspond!do el privllegio de ser instrumento Suyo. ~ 

9a. Que es necesarla la real izaci6n de congrescs o consultas luteranas de evan
gelizaci6n para tratar de la teorfa y la pr~ctlta de la mlsma. Los resultados de 
tales reunlones deben llegar a todos los mlembros de nuestras congregacfones para 
despertar en ellos un genutno espfrltu mlslonero. 

lOa. Que la Iglesia luterana se ha dlstinguido en ei campo teo16gico y en el 
minlsterio docente perc no asr en Ia tarea evangei lzadora. Por lo tanto hacemos 
un cil ido y urgente llamamiento a todas las congregaciones luteranas de Amirica 
Latina para que lntenslflquen el mlnlsterio de 1a comunlcac16n del mensaje del 
evangelic y para que participen y hagan suyo el lema de nuestro Congreso: 11Ac
ci6n en Cristo para un Continente en Crfsis 11

• 

Bogoti, Colombia 28 de noviembre de 1969 

Rvdo. Samuel Acedo 
lg. Evang. Luterana 
ArgentIna 

Rvdo. Almer Fenner F. 
Evangelista Iglesia Luterana 
en Bo 11 vi a 

Lie. Hernando Lara R. 
Iglesia Evangelica Luterana
Sfnodo de Colombia 

Prof. Raymond S. Rosales 
Sem. Lut. Augsburgo 
Mexico 

Sr. Jos~ Roberto Aponte 
Sfnodo Luterano del Carlbe 
Puerto Rico 

Rvdo. Roberto F. Gussick 
Coordlnador del Propuesto Consejo lutera
no Latinoamericano- Guatemala 

Lie. Gustavo Rodrfguez 
Gerente de Socledades Bfbl icas 
en Co'i omb i a 

Rvdo. Gerardo Wi lches 
Pastor iglesla Luterana San Lucas 
Bogota, Colombia 



Return to Colombia: 

PERSONJ~L REPORT OF i~RNF'ELD C. MOR<lC 
to the 

COLOMBIA LUTHERAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

In response to reinstatement to the list of active canadian missionaries on loan to 
the ALC, my leave-of-absence status of three years was terminated July 1, 1970. On 
August 1, 1970, Hildur, Fred, Rob and I arrived in Bogota. We were overwhelmed and 
P.Ucouraged by the warm vlelcome given by members of the t\>Jo congregations in the Bogota 
area, and their pastors, Mario Jacobson and Gerardo Wilches. As you know, our three 
daughters remained in Alberta. 

Assignments and activities: 

Even though it was indicated earlier by President Wilches and General Director of 
World Missions, Morris A. Sorenson, Jr., that my main assignment would be related 
to the Synod 1 s lay training program, this was not confirmed by 11Consejo Sinodico 11 

until its October meeting. At this time, Consejo named me as "director general 11 

of the Synod 1 s proposed seminary by extension program, with Mario Jacobson as ad
visor. 

Other responsibilities are: Chairman of the 8Junta Asesora 0 for the book store, 
member of the Board of Directors for the Social Service Center at St. Luke 1 s in 
Ciudad Kennedy, and member of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran Literature 
Committee for Latin America. 

Activities since returning to Colombia include: An evangelistic-teaching trip, to
gether with Pausanias Wilches and Juan Saenz, on the Meta, Guacher!a and Pauto Rivers, 
September 4-22; correspondence and organization relative to the meeting of the 
Lutheran Literature meeting held in Bogota, December 2-4; numerous consultations, 
meetings and inquiries re Social Service Center at Ciudad Kennedy; meetings and con
~ultations re book store; reading, preparation, editing, etc., for the seminary 
extension program; promotion of same in the congregations of Chiscas, El Cocuy, Oarri
zal and Ciudad Kennedy, the latter together with Jacobson; occasional preaching in San 
I.ucas and other places. 

Hildur and I have spent considerable time in scouting out possibilities for Robby's 
schooling. The solution seems to be an English-speaking class for the retarded on 
the grounds of one of the many Bogota schools contacted, classes to start in February. 

Most of liildur 1 s time goes into operating 1Hotel CLAM 11 on Carrere 9 No. 79-;5, where 
it has been our privilege to host all of you at some time or other, as well as 
numerous guests from abroad, including Sorenson, Dahlen and Halverson of the Minnea
polis office. She elsa managed the food and lodging for the Lutheran Literature 

·Committee meetings held at San Mateo in Usaquen. 

In spite of an observable amount of stagnation in certain areas of our Colombia 
church life, we are encouraged and challenged by other signs of growth and develop
ment: Capable Colombian leadership coming up; the live Christian cell groups along 
the rivers visited; the multi-sided, grass-roots ministry of men like Oliverio Mora; 
the prospect of now launching this thrilling new concept of theological in-service 
training so ably planned and outlined by Mario Jacobson and others; a greater sense 
of dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit rather than on human structure, organi
zation and know-how. 

Brethren, we are glad to be back in your midst and determined to serve you and our 
~olombian brethren to the best of our limited ability, and to God 1 s glory! 

'Sogamoso, January, 1971 



January 22, 1971 

!he Rev •. Morria.A. Sorenson, Jr. 
'Division of Wo,rld .Mi88iona, · A.L.O. 
422 South 5th Street 
Minneapolis, Minn~aota 55415 
u.s.A. · 

·xo doubt we all. appreciate your ·invitation to aulBa1 t suggestions on pol1~7· A• 
you· will lcnow from Walt, our Association meef.t.Dg cue and went wi thr»t thae to · 
discuss the matter.' So it was decided that each of us should send in our individual 

·contributions.· I am afraid t.hat mine will contaia nothi~g very UlW.1aating and 
. perhaps only things that have often been discussed by the Board. ·Nevertheless, I 

'·""'''fimai t the f'ollowing for""~ha't"'l t . may be worth. _..,..",....,.."' 
·: -, , . 

SUGGESTIOBS ON POLICY ABD STRATEGY 

. I. Within. the. Indigenous Gburch 

A. Emohaeis on a •tent-.aking• ministrl, developed by an in-servi~e.training 
!'rogram f'or natural comnunity leeders called by God. This is as new.·•• St. 

_,.. 

'' Paul, ·end t. have the uneasy feeling that if this strategy had been followed 
from the begirining of o~ .work in Colombia. we might have had a Yigorcm.a, self
supporting church now. However, it may not be too la~ to start t.t.now. ' 
Obviously, there are some. hide-bound trad1t.1.ons to break:. 1bis is evident 
from the oppos1~1on to having our new extenaion program f'or theological training 
lead to ordination into the ministry. For years we heve realized that our 
congregations were too pastor-centered and too paator-dependent and that ~here 
·was, a great· lack: of a total ministry of a congregation, as the body: of Christ, 
tor i te own gr01tth for sparking new groups into existence and gro'!tb• You ere 
acquainted with. the seminar7 extension concept in Latin America; eo I shall 
not enlarge on ·that. The plen was approved by the annual meeting of the ELO.OS, 
January 1,_17, 1971. 

B. Foster more epower Cella•. & decade ago, upon the request of the pastor of 
Redeemer Luthera·n Church in Bogotl, I prepared e plan for developing Bible Study 
and Prayer Oells throughout the area of our churches. Other cburcbes, especially 
the. Mennonites, used the material to good advantage. But ~ur butheran churches 
he.ve been elo~ to 4evelop such eroups. '!he Roman Catholic church in •ny areas 
ta· now experiencing. renewal thr~ugh Bible study groups led b,y la111en. 

a. Less expensive end more functional congregational centers. When the worshipping 
group ,rows and a congregation ia or~nized, a spec~al place of worship seems 
neceseary. Ohureh buildings should be attractive but unelaborate and as in
exptmsive ae possible, and th-sir accompaDT1ng faclli ths as functional and 
versatile as possible. But, in the urban areas, you have construction standards, 
and architects' ambition to contend with. The result is often that simplicity 
is lost and the congregation is saddled 'Aith expensive mainteuance, not to say 
a white elephant in SOllie cases. 

Stress should be on the hul!lan resources rather than on the physical plant. 
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· Ch1.1rches should be open for a variety of e.ctivit,es throughout the week:. 
Protestant chur~hf;s in Colombia are knotm to be "closed all the tin1e 11 • 
This has~ ts cxpls.n&tion )')P.. rtly in a p«:reucution hi story. But that time 
is for the most in the past and it is time that our Spirit-guided imagination 
discovers ways of serving the community 'riith opoortuni tics and seti vi ties 
througL. onen doors throughout the week. 

D. Cultivate good relations with Roc;an Catholic priests and people. Nev6r before 
hns there been such & God-given opportunity for fruitful dialogue as today in 
Colo:nbia. '!'hie t:i.me of ferment and renewal (confusion, on the part of some) 
may not hst forever 9.nd should be utilized for a total Christian impact, 
\lithout the denominational desire to proselite. Both conservative and progressive 
priests should be encouraged to stay within the ran<s of a changing structure 
to make their increasingly evangelical wi tnei's felt right r.Lere they ere. 
The Holy Spirit ha.s never,. to my knowledge, agreed to lior'-:: unde·r the auspices 
of the Lutheran Church! He is sovereign and is obviously, vigorously and 
po,,wrfully at work with magnificent disregard of our tottering huun structures 
nnd is building Hie cJ-,urch in bucan lives where He is permitted to fill them 
regardless of th~abels they may carry. 

Certainly, the Gospel can ~ore quic~ly end effectively reaoh the hearts of 
Latin America's two hundred millions of nomin&l Roman Catholics through Spirit
renewed \'>/itncse through their o•m channelo than by a (not e,lway~ spirit .. .tal) 
cross-denomin9.tional conversion process throt1gh the doors of 1l.utht1ran churches 
or those of other Protestants. 

True ChrisUan renewal sod reform within the Rome.n Gstholic community (needed 
81 so in our own. church) may depend to a gre~t extent U'lOn a. sincere, unselfish, 
non-proseliting effort in prayer end interpersonal sharing. The Roman Catholics 
have gone farther in some areae than Pr-otestants on the wholl:l are willing to go. 
The English •Good News for Modern Man• now apnesrs with the R.C. 1Nihil abstat•. 
And who can believe it? The next edition of its Spanish counter!'art by the 
United Bihle Societies will e.lso have the R.G. green light for its readers. 

11. Between hending end Beceiving Churches 

A. A shsri_ng minist!7_. It seems the.t there ie still a just~ fiable need for 
sharing pt:rsonnel en<: money with te.e growi!'1g yoang church. l-iuch wisdom, faith, 
empathy and caring ie n6eoded in the hanpy edmlnistretion of t.his sharing. 
Perhaps it is not poseible to come uo 'llilth ar.y sort of' unified !':>licy,. but 
only flexible guide lines. 

1. ~'ben there is an open door for urgent action in a ?,'iven nrea., forces should 
be mobilized for the best strategy without too rigid regard as to 'Whether 
they nre foreign or national. The more indigenous thE thrust can be, the 
better. So, local source!; should b·~ he.r~ssed first. ~3ut a policy pt'inci?le 
ahoul<i not be held so rigidly that opportunitif;s ere lo~;t \'ihich coulcl bnve 
been met through a more flexible course of nctior.. 

2. When f.:~reign personnel is needed for &ou.c specializ.;;.d service, tr.e request, 
obviously, should co111e well in advance from the receiving church eo that 
the candidat.e can be eel led and trsined (in tL.e language) in duf! time for 
the assignment. 

~. Insofar as possible, foreign cnndidat!O's should be illllccd in s•Jecialized 
services where local talent batt not been developed, ~~ith a vie~.; to trsinin& 
his nation~ I counteroert as soon a3 noaaible. This \10ul d hel o avoid ~: 1'8 

ga~s created by furloughs, r~sign~tions, retire~ents, etc. 
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4. When feasible, the sending church should receive from the receiving 
church. (This, of course, is nothing new, for it has often been done 
when churcL leaders have been in North America for study and other 
reasons.) It is wholesome for the sending church to see the picture of' 
its work abroad through the eyes of' receiving church leaders; at con
ventions, rallies, special study groups, on pannels, etc. 

B. Sharing of' material stewardship. There are times when financial help from 
abroad is of inestimable blessing in extending and building the church. But 
there is also the grave danger that such help under certain conditions will 
stifle the growth of the church end delay self-support. The difference ia 
sometimes hard to predict. Leaders in the receiving church should, from the 
beginning, ~Ave the main responsibility in the administration of such funds. 
It is important that their dignity be respected and their independence be 
strengthened rather than weakened by such belp. Here, also, the greatest 
investment should be in persons, and their training, rather than in things. 
Structures should be as mobile and flexible aa possible, without going to 
the extreme of anarchy. 

Self-support has often been held up as one of tr~ cardinal earmarks of a 
truly indigenous church. Imoortant as it is, it must not overshadow the all
important function of the total churchJ the proclamation of the Lordship of' 
Christ in obedience to Matthew 28:18-20. this has been called "self-propa
gation• along with self-government and self-support. All are good when the 
•self'• ,(the church as an end in itself) is not substit~ted for the absolute 
Lordship of Christ. 

I know I am talking in generalities, but to enter into specific detail on 
the administration of shared fUnds requires much more space in describing 
cause and effect in a number of varying circumstances. 

III. Between Board and Missionaries 

A. The call. Would it not be advisable, especially in the case of younger 
graduates from seminary, that the candidate for service abroad have a few 
years of service at home before being accepted by the Board? Maturity in 
the ordained ministry, especially in an inter-cultural situation, is perhaps 
more essential than in any other form of ll.lnistry. 

B. Basic equioment. Would there not be considerable saving on the shioping 
of' missionary equipment if a heavy item, so universally used, as a washing 
machine, be included in "basic turniture•t This premise is based on the 
assumotion that a person responsible enough to be called is also responsible 
in treating mission equipment with at least as good care as hie personal 
belongings. 

Sincerely, 

Arnf'eld C. Morek 

cc - lia rry Vi be 



REPORT TO CLMA. ANNUAL M£ETIID 
(Personal and President's) 

Bogota, January 27-28, 1975 

SELITE, as you know, has continued to be my "full-time• assignment. Freed, a year 
ago, from being Secretary of Synod, I was asked to be the Synod's Evangelism 
Director. Two things, at the moment of this surprise election, kept me from 
refusing it. First, a feeling that it could be from God (I still believe some 
Church and Church Council decisions are). Second, I saw the possibility of 
combining this with extension teaching, and involving the students more directly 
in evangelism. You already know from reports to Synod on SELITE and Evangelism 
that this has been possible to some extent. See also, if you like, my story on 
TEE BY DUG-a.JT. 

Since Ray Rosales got back from his sabbatical late August, the pressure of 
work with Co-Extension and Aliste has been much lessened, even if I did just now 
work out the basics of a questionnaire for Co-Extensi6n. It was most refreshing 
to teach Lutherans and Pentecostals together at the annual extension school 
encounter last March in Venezuela. Both grou~s seemed in equal need, and responded 
equally well to the subject matter I was asked to teach: "The Eoly Spirit and Usa 
His Work in the Individual and in the Church~. I have been asked to do the same 
in Bolivia, along with practical homiletics. 

The "Gringo Group" (which we have been serving with a monthly communion service, 
and a Bible study in between, since they approached us over a year and a half ago) 
has been more worship than work; more joy than job. !fe were hesitant to "take 
them on n, but said we ~1ould if they meant business with Christ. They did, and we 
did. It has been a p~easure to see God at work in them, and He, through them, in 
others: Lives changed and enriched; some released and salvaged from destruction. 
We cannot speak as enthusiastically about various other people whom we think God 
has sent our way for a purpose. Some cas~s are most depressing. Ho~1evcr, it seems 
that He has taken us at our word v1hen Nc told Him we wanted to ~ people, not 
just do things, as mentioned in last year's report. 

The combination of work and vacation in Cali, replacing the wyses for 5 weeks, 
was very refreshing. 

Being translator for the Synod President continues to be one of the built-in 
extras, but considerably lightened now, thanks to having ua tern te" (in S!>aniah) 
officials in Minneapolis and Geneva. The Synod office has recently reci~rocated 
very kindly in this relationshin, since secretary .tl.:a.rta has, on occasion, typed up 
letters and materials for me. -

Again, thank you for good, warm and sincere fellowship in the Lord. 

--Arnfeld C. MOrek 
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ASAMBLEA GENERAL DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELIC! LUTEJWfA..SINODO DB COLOMBIA. 

PAZ DE.AluPOOO,CASANARB,EBERO 21-25,1~ 

=-========== 
INFORME DEL D:t.BEQTOR pE 11§liLrrE 11 Y Jll!i EVA;t!Glg.I§MO a 

Hermanos en Cristo 1 

Con el presente infome combinado tratare de ilustrar algunos aspectos :imp:>rtante• 

de nuestro esfuarzo en la promooi&n del evanselismo 1 en la educac16n teol6gica,aetdft 

lo vemos al terminar el ano de 19?5. Por lo que nos ha permitido lograr le damos gracias 

a Dios y gloria a su nombre por su fide~J4ad y ~cienoia con noeotros. 
~ . ', . •, . : . :.~ . ' . ' . ~ . . . 

. ,I. Hablarem9s primero de la mmooicn S!Y!MtJJotica 

·En primer lugar debo de denfesar que al ofrecimiento (que hioe en el intorme del 

aiio pasado) de dirigir la recomendada auto-evaluacicSn en las variaa cqngregaoionee,no .. 
. ' ' ,_, .. _, 

reoib! ni una sola invitaoicSn. 

Por ei lado'positivb, ~i~bargo, m~ 'tue mu; ~a~o ve~ ~ la Asamblea (y el_puer
po ministerial) ace.ptcS e1 plan de evanaelizaoion que habiam~is· recomendadtl para el R!o 

. Pauto, inclusive la autorizaoicSn. J!S.storal que se conoe'did a los evangelia'tas, alimlnoe 

d~ Se1ite en aquella regicSn. Seguimos recomenda.ndO la misma estrategia de ev&ngelizar 

por medio de grupos de extensi~p. · . 
:Con la, esperanza de·,,qu~' t~l.plan podr!a encontrar su ada.ptacidn a otros OIDlpol del 

S!nodb pusinios en manoa de todos los pa.stores, evangelist&s 1 alUI'Ilnoa copias del Plan 
. '; . . ~ . 

de Jorge Paeterson de Hontiuras·, ·aQbre el particular • 

. Luego · hicimos lo. mismo . ·. co~· e~ atraoti vo folleto de Duglas Smith de Bolivia ao-
:: ') ·.. . ... 

bre como mobilizar ~ocio e+:ouer.po.:de Cristo p3.ra. la evangelizacidn. 

_En te~oo:r·~:Itigar f'ue:-Em.v:i~o a: todos los pastores...Y ~angelistu una carta oircu-
... ~~~ 

lar llamandonos a pol)e~s de. acu~rdo en orar conoeatl'ad:al!l(\nte por una rea~acidn en · 

nuestra iglesia y, por 'encle ,··una evangelizaoion espontanea.. De est a. carta se cire,ularon 

suficientes copi~·:·~a -~e· oa4a tamilia pudiera tener una, y asi ~~r en la fo.:niaci6• 

de cadenas de ~racidri. 
·. . ... ;,• 

Todo esto' aunque no ~e~, t~tO, se ·ha hecho con ammo de SOD$1ilnt2.11!Wf a la S!. .. 

~sida.d de 2..!:!!!: y luego ser impllsados por la ora.oidn a obedecer al Esp.(l'!tu S.l\llto en 
se~ ·t:stigos de . Jesucri~to ,- · ~ solo por obligacidn sino 1lliSa que todo. po~ &mor a El y al 
pro:fimo. · · 

II. LA EDUCACION TEOLOGICA ~PQR EXTENSIQN' 

1. Alumnado Y .prof~§9;ado de §elit~a Han venido estudiand.,, durante .el a.fio': dti~i97S 
~· . . . . .. ' . 

.c!l .q,lumnos matriculagog 1 

:En El Cocuy 

En Sogamoso 

En Bogota 

En Casanare 

Total -21 

.';' 

.·· 

· ... 

... :.·· 



Ademas han empezado 
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·.: •• ··: •. ' · : ... ;·,._,'· \.. . "' 1.~· • • •• 4 ·f~" , "'..~, .. 'r ~:· .• ~· : · ~ '~!. '· 

a estudi.a:r de 11 contrab~o~ (sin ~at:ricula~se oficia;Imente hast~ 
• ,;_.: ' :' ~ • ' ' • J, • • \~· ·~ :I. : ~ " .j •• • •• •.. .i \... '.' . . 

' . ' 
En Casanare (R!o Pauto y Meta) 4 

En Bogota . . . ·~ · ......... 
( un6 en la Carcel Modelo) Cali 1 

Total -g 
Tambi'n··:se ha pro.tisf.o ~ih:ateri~ies Pa?:a 3 SB.livas y .~~ ~:ror~sor~ en Morechito .en las Cos

tas· del Rio· c·asanare. Uno de ~il~s. esia. estudiando ya en el H'>spital Santa Clara,en Bo-

. 'got·a. L~s otros. do~ em~za~~ a'·'trabaj~r' en febre~o. 
En ouanto a profesores, hari: seg11ido ensefiando 1 Pastor Oliverio Ml'.>ra, en el centro 

de El Cocuy, Victor Pavasars en Sogamoso.~ Beri.jam!~ Ojeda, em Paz de Ariporo; y el Dii-ee

tor d~-Selite en Bogota. y Bocas' del Pauto ~ El P"'.stor G. Wilches le ha reemplaz4do a es-

te.en"~u ausencia en Bogota. 

Progr~so en los Estudiosa 
.. . . . ; ' "" Pesd~ el segu~do semestre c1e 197l;cuando Selite inicio tareas, ..1.2 al'limnos han ren;_ 

i ' . . 

dido el siguiente progresoa 
•. ,!,' .. . 

1 h(l; aprobado 

2 han 11 

13 II 

'· . 16 II 

2Q II 

: .. 21. II 3' ~'!"'II 

II. . ' 
.. , 
" 
II 

II 

. S: 

7 
:c • . 6 .: . 

4 

3 
.• ·; .. •: 2' 

·ma:terias 

" .·. 
. •, II " .. 

II , 

. II· i 

. II • 

II 

.. , /IJ ·II. :~· :. ·, .. =:-1 ' .. II II . -
'II 

. . . . . . . ' ~ .. : ·:-,: .- " 

··Son ellos de 5 centros as! : 
- . 

.. ..... . ' 

· Bog2ta' 

1. Fulvio .. Alvarez ~ ... Materias 
2. Oskar li~nao 6 11 

.3. Luis E. Ram!fez .3 " · 
4."' Canuen q. Mar1;~nez . ~·· .. l • · !' 

· · ·.· 5~ Urid Mandivelso 1 · 11 

6. Alberto Rodr:!guez 1 11 

7. Cecila de Rodr!guez 1 11 

8, Dionila Tuay 4 11 

(Curso parte en Casanare) 
.·. '-..:. 

Casanare·: 

1. Clodomiro Camargo 
2. Juan Saenz 
.3. Ambrocio Sogamoso 

~ p El Cocuy 1 f. .:l. J • 

r,..... 1. Gennan Arciniegaa 
,..~2. ~H. Alvarado . 

3. Hernan Torres 
· 4. Pedro J. Garc!a 

5. Salomon U ssa 

6 
6 
6 

~ 
6 
6 
5 
2 
2 

Materias 
II 

II 

Materias 
II 

II 

II 

II 

',''f 

t,,. 

· El Cocgy:; ' ( continuacion) 

6. Noe Perez 2 M~terias 
7." Arturo Garcia 4 
$. Vj,dal Mor.a 6 
9. Leonidas Buitrago 6 

10. Felix M. Blanco 2 
11. Jose O.·Torres 5 
12. Ubaldo Mora 6 
13. 'Victor Lizarazo 2 

·14 •. Jose. Martinez 4 
15. Antonio Torres 6 
16. ·Hilma B• de Buitra.~ 

17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

go 
Jesus Lizarazo 
Aracely Leal 
Luis Torres · · 
Natanael Lizarazo 
Guillermo Palencia 

So!Zamo§ol 

6 
2 
2 
2 
5 
2 

II 

II -· II 
'II 

:II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1. Jose A. Ayala 8 Materias 
2. Jose F. Lopez II 

.3. Rafael Castellanos 
: ..... 4; Alvaro Le.a.l 

7 
2 
2 
4 
1 

II 

II 

5. Julia de Diaz II 

. . 6. Roe~ d~ Corte.z · II 

7. Marina de Botero oureando 11 materia 
8. Helena Nino II II II 

'!:1m.1!! : 
~~ ' .. 

1. Matilde de Suarez 2 Ml'l.terias 
2. Manuel Olivares 2 .II 



• 

-· ~ :. ''(! . .··,· 
' ~I • 

.,.',i•' t.' 1 
!o·" . '\; 

~· nror xarios ai~nos qu,e dej~n .:una 6 ~o.s ~aterias 
examenes. Los indioadoa tUoriba so~ aprobados) 

! . . ' . . . 

sin completar o sin preeentar 

, .. . : :v . . . F . . ~-;~~~ I . ;'·· . . 

.. .·.• . . ., . .. •.·. ~~ . . . . . . . ' ~ 

Las Materias· · cursadas hast a ahora: son' 
. 1,:. 

1. Orientacion en los Estudioe BiblicQs 

. · . ; ~·· .~:v.B.l'lge,;t~zao.~on. 
_, ... ,.,.);•_. ~~le~~i~ ~Y. r-Evange_lismo 

_ ., :1A~- ,Lo.s Hechos de Lo~ A¢stoles ~-: 

5. Crecimiento de la Iglesia 

6. Historia y Compoaicion del Antiguo Testamento 
·. ,. :~~San MS:r~os ' . . .,. 

•••• 0 

· 8. Ho.gar Cristiano 
.... · ..... 

9. Romanos 
...... 

2. El Encuentro G§MtM de SeliteJ 

' ' . . . 

.:: 

~ . ~··- .. 

..... . : .... 

· ·. Se llev6 a cabO; en Sog~o~o los d!as 7: al 12 de:- julio con la ·parti<)ip!loion d~ 26 

•persoila.s inchtyendo a los pastores y profesores .. De_l Instituto · ';C.eologico Juan. q.e Frias 
• • • 1'1 • 

de Venezuela' asf~t'ieron 4. El Pro:fesor··Roberto. Hoeferkalllp del Semin'\rio AugsbuJ-go de 

}~exico ensefto · sobre la "Mision y el Minist~rio; en Aln.ertsa Latina~ y el Prof. MM-cos 

;' Kempff de Juan de Frias, en dinamica ·de grupos. 

·. Cabe.decir que la ·colaboracion de las dos Instituciones (Selit.~-Y Juan de Fr!as)fue 

muy grata·y. de mucho pro.vecho •. 'T.aJnbien estamos muy contentos. con,la colaboracion que 

ha venido prestando el Seminario Luterano Augsburgo a nuestro.Bncuentro los Ultlmos 3 

anos\i :Ea_ Prot. Hoeferkam tambi~n .. dirigi6 e:tudli~s para los ~st6res sobre el Evangelio 

; · de san. Juan y sobre la t~ol~gia· de· Liberacion, en la reunion 'qu:e hubO en Sogamoso los .. 
d!as 13 y 14 de Julio. · J 

· ' 3 .. ·co ... Extensiog, ·Unico y Aliste: 

:E~ feb~~ro(J..:O)', el Lie. Benjamin Ojeda nOS' r~presento en la reunion 'de UN!CO y nos 

traJo un buen informe de 1~ miama, reco'mendando'especialmente el plan all! preaentado 

por Jorge Pf-ltterson en ouanto a la evangelizacion por medio de cadena8 de extensi6n. 

SegUn Benjami~ reoomendo I d.ioho plan rile ciroulado dentro del s·-rnodo con la sugerenoia 

d~ que se ,podr:!~ adapt a~ a si tuaciones nuestras . en '!Colombia. · 

EN la .. ~tim~ ·.qti:i.ncena 'de febrero y la primera :de .marzo el di'rector· de Selite ensefio 

en dos taller~s en Bolfvia1 uno en Coaba, cori.'alumnos Ahmaras y otro en Apolo con Que-
' ..... 

chuas. 

(Hagase referencia aqu:! a la 'vida y la himnol~g!a de· ia ·~tglesia · Boliviana) • 

El director de Seiite sigU.e sirviendo como preside.nt'e ·de' Co-E~ensi6n y como tal asis-
'- .. "'.,... .. ~,.,..,. . ... ~ ' ' . . ,, 

tio ·a la · reuni'on 'a.irual ·d·e este · cofnite, realizacia: en Cuenca, Ecuador a ultimos de Ju-
.. . . . ~ 

lio. ,........ I. 

. . 

,. · Como ... Uds. eaben, Co~Eite.nsion y:.sem1~ e's~an p;J.anearido .·una Consti:lta internaoional 

sobre eciucaci6fCteolog:i.ca, ·a 'ilevl!r~e a'. cabO en d~lombia 'durante 16s·d!~s 21-2s :'de··,Ju

nio de 1976. Esta es la razon por la enouesta qile se ha. ·ven!do.1eir.':Ult'lndo en las ·con-

gregaciones. 

• 
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.. 4_.11s:te ~1~ ofz:~,o.~~~<:> .· e~ ·9_urso .. ~~'. espe~iali~.acion en 1~. enseiia~za po~ ex:tension Y la 

preparacion de. materiales autodidacticos. Por.tres aiios sucesivqs, Co-ExteD4i6n ha o-
. ! • • ' • 

frecido be cas a candidates de nuestro S!nodo. Pero desafortunadamente no se han vis to 

en c.ondiciones de aceptarlas •. Aliste esta proyectando el mensionado curso para tres 

dist:i.ntas partes de America Latina en 19?7. Ojala entonces, nuestra iglesia podra a

provechar con al meno~ uno o des candidatos,pues entendemos que uno de los cursos pue

de realizarse en Colombia si as! lo solicitamos. 

El Pastor Hernando Lara y el suscrito representaron al·S!nodo en el Seminario .sobre 

teolog!a contempor~ea que hubo en Medellin los d!as 11 al 14 de Dioiembre. Sabre el 

particular se ha entregado a:l Presidente de:l.$~nodo ~.i~<>;rme grabado yen parte es

orito. 

4• Publicacion de Materialesz Con derechos de autor en Colombia Selite ha publicado 

la version espanola del importante folleto de Larry Christenson, intitulado ''Y del 

Bautismo Que? 11 creemos que hasta ahara a goza:do de mayor circulacion en el exterior 

qt1e-en c.o~omb~a., a pesar de ofrecerlo aqu:( a un preciio'·~co.mas·••nez~ ~el.mer~ cos-

~t~ d~ la. ~pre.si.cSn. . " . · · ' 
~; r• •• . . : ~ . ·:··· •. · . t: · · • · ' .. 

Recomendado po;r Co-Extepsion para publicacion en 1975 fue el libro programado por 
... \ i ;' • . ~.. ' . f· . . . . . . . . . 

el Lie. Alfonso Corzo C. y Arnfeld C. Mqrck para estudios sob~e los Hechos de los Apos-
• l,~)' . . .. :. . ... .- 'J.. • . ' . ' . ·.:!. : . ': . . •. . . ' •, '.·.; ,_ .. . .• 

toles. Pero debido n· poco ·rendi.iniento·que henos-·pedido d~r a la revision, eats. segun-

da ~dicicSn de la obra· a pare cera· empre·sa apenas e~··el presente a:fio. Dios· mediante. Ce.-

. m~ .. a·~ saba ,"'i~· prim~ra ediclori ··rue . sacada en m~eografo. ,. '· · 
·.·• ,, ..... ·_;: .·· i ·:' ' ..• ·; •.• ' . .... .., .•. •, .. . 

H·a salido en(mimeografo )un' excelente manual. programado, . de. introduocioh a las Ep!Sto-
. . :. . ''l' .;· .·~. '"( :.. .. . .. . . ', _·, . . . ' 

las de San Pablo, traducido del Portuglies pO'r el Prof. Rodolfo Blank de Juan de Frias, 

Venezuela. Merece estUdio no solo ~:t<altmooEL·de extension sino t.qmbien por ·Pastores 

· · · y otros tnteresados en lo·s escritos .. paulinos ~·· ·El Prof •. Blank piensa saoar t-9mbien una 

introducoion a los demas iibros del Nuevo Testamento. Esto para :mencionar solo ~as de 

las publicaciones proyectadas por Co-Extension. 
. - ,;, '. 

5. Agradecimientos: Selite agradece profundamente los servioios prestados tan gentil 

y efioazmente por el''Lic~ ·Alfonso Corzo en su:,calidad de Sec:retario-~dministrador .de 

· S~iite, cargo que :ha desempeii~do desde pone~se' en marcha Se·li te ee:·: 1971. ! Mil gracias, 

· Hermano ,Alfonso! ·· . . ,: 

Para. llevar la contabilidad de Selite Dios ·nos ha provisto con otra persona de 

preparacion especial'~: Es: la ·senora Mary de Seger a quien agr~de-cemos sus servicios vo

luntarios. La Sra. Mary·· preparara: el informe financiero correspondiente. al,. ana .1975. 

Selite agradece tambien a la Sra. Martha de Esguerra secretaria del President~ del S!

nodo, los: traba:jos od:tsii:nililes gentlllnente heohos, · sin ()tra 'remune:mci6n que :los ser-

.. vioiOs de tradlic'oitSn ·y:·:.:redaccion que hemos podido .pre star· aJ. · S.inodo. ·'. · 

·· Agrade"oemos· ~tambi6n ·a los Pastores y congregaciones 'que han· presta:do su buen. apoyo al 

programa de Selite y que han dado sus ofrendas para su sosten, reoordaildoilos · .en el 

"D!a de Selite"celebrado en el· D:H!, de Penteeostes. M'lichas gracias ! Esper~os que ptira. 

el prt'rente aiio Dios ·11ame ·a mas alunmos decididos y 'consgg~adoai .. para 'el estudio teol6-

g:i.co. Creo· que,mas que todo, compete a las congreg~c;i.ories mismas.descubrb.~·.:tales: ·per

·sonas idoneas y animarlas Pa.ra qu.e estudien • 

• 
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A veees no reconoeen sus propias dones de liderazgo. Manos a 1a obra, hermanos, para 
e1 extendimiento de la iglesia y para la gloria de Dios~ 

Atcntamente, 
Arnfeld C. Morek 

P.D. De Paz de Ariporo nos 11egu a ultima horn cstc informo -
Las siguicntcs personas hun eursado 2 matcrius (Oricntacion on los Estudios o 
Iglesia y Evangelismo): Claudio Tnrnchc, Rita Tnrachc de Villalba, Lu!s Nino, 
Domingo Plrcz. Est&n cursando aetua1mcntc Oricntnci6n en los Estudios: Donacinno 
Kurcho, Orlando Ccly y Valerio Perez. 

CONCEPTO 

INFORME DE TESORERIA AL 21 de DIC./75 

INGRESOS 

Saldo en el Banco a 21 de Die. 1974 

Ofrendas y Donaeiones: 
del Canada 
de Cali 
de Sogamoso 
de E1 Redentor 
de un amigo 
II II II 

Subsidio S:lnodo 
Venta de materiales 
Servicio de Mime6grafo 

$4,141.80 
216.50 
500.00 
600,00 

1.877.80 
80).25 

Reembolso de Prestamo al Rv. Lara 

TOTAL INGRESOS 

Mntcrialcs, utilcs y tcxtos 

Corrcspondeneia, portcs y Mimc6grafo 
Viujcs y Viatieos (Dircetivm y Profcsoros) 
Retires y Eneucntros 
Otros Gastos (Cheques, chcqucra, vnrios) 

TOTAL EGRESOS 

Soldo en ol Banco al '1 Die. de 1975 

$11,985.51 

9,082.)5 
10,000.00 

2,870.45 
1, 406.60 

8?6 .00 

TOTJ~L m RES OS MAS Si~DO 

Mary J. Seger, Tc sorcra 

I!DRESOS 

$9, 541.80 
940.17 

5,046.00 
8,8)7.00 

904.50 
~25, 269.47 

9,968.44 

3)5, 227.91 
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A LAS IGLESIAS LllTERANS OUE TRABAJAP EJ:! A/~'ERICA: LATINA 
\. 

--------------

Yo, PAUSAUIAS WILCHES r,, ciudadano colombiano, nacido el d{a 2 de JUnto 

de 1922 (56 afios cumplidos), pastor de la. Iglesia Evangelica LuteNma

S{nodo de Oolombia y en la cual he realizado un mini..starto de mas de 30 

afios, en cumpl i mien to a di sposi c i ones- 1 e gales de 1 as 1 ayes l abo~al es itc 
Col ombt a, se me ha pedi do , por parte cle mi igl esi a., mi reti. ro a partt r 

del 31 de Dictembre de 1978; por lo cual ojrezco mis- servtctos a las -

Iglesias Luteranas que trabajan en America Latina, si es quo alguna de 

allas est& -tnteresada y considera que la experiencta lograda durante es

tos aJos, puede servir al ministerio de alguna de cllas. 

Ourse estudios teol6gicos en el Seminario Concordia de Villa Ballester, 

Buenos Atres,Argentin.a (pertenaciente al S{nodo de f/isur{), durante los 

aiios 51, 52, y 53. Antes de vi ajar a .J.rgentina, hab{a cursado dos a:ros 

Y medto de estudios en el Instituto B{blico de mi prorta iglasta. 

A mi ragreso del Semi nari o, sarv{ en el pas torad.o de 1 a I gl csi a de El -

Redcntor en Bogota, desde Enero de 1954 al 31 de Diciembre de 1963, o sec 

por un lapsb de diez afios. 
En el aiio de 1964 enscf£6 en cl Insti tuto B{blico de i;:i iglesia Y en el 

afio de 1965 fui traslaclado a Sogamoso dondc ensefia en la secci6n secun

!arta- en el Oolegio que,la iglesia ticne en es~ ciudad • . Esta responsa

btltdad la ejerc{ los afios 1965 a 1968 inc1~sive; habiendo aceptado a la 

fJeJl· en febrero do 1967 el pastorado de 1 a I g1 esi a de El. Consol ador de 1 a 

misma ctudad. cargo que ejcrc{ hasta el a1Zo de 1968. En este afi.o~ en 

lsamblea. de mi tglesia jui olgido al cargo de prasidente del S{nodo,car

go que desampefie por trcs per{odos consccuttvos, hasta Encro de 1977. 

Oonjunto con este cargo, cjerc{ cl pastorado c~e la Iglesia San Luoas,de 

Ct udad Kennedy, Bo gc t6., des de e1 a rio de 1971 a En erG c:e 197($. 

Otros cargos dese;,~peliados clentro de r.ti i gl ~sta a partir c1a 1954 fueron: 

,Secretario del Conscjo Sin6dico, Vice-prcsidente clel S{nodo. En mi car6.c~ 

ter de tal y por ausoncia del titular, ejerc6 1a presidencia desc:o Julio 

de 1960 a Julio de 1961. Tesorero del S{nodo, aiios 1965- 1967 i ncl ust ve. 
. . , 
Prest dent e c~el Consajo General del Semi n.ari 0 Lu t erana 11 ugsburgo de i?ejt Cu 

y por un per{odo de cuatro aflos, cargo ~el cual jut re1evado el 3 de Mar· 

Jlo de 1978. Vice-presidcnte y Tesorcro de la COitPEDER,~CTOH DE IGLESIAS 

IfV.1JTGE.LIC4S DE COEOFBiil ( Ci1DEC), has ta agosto del pres en to aiio ( 1978). 
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Otras rcspoasabiliCa~cs en mi iglcsia, maestro ca escuelas prtmartas, 

donee tntct6 mi ministcrio, cvangcltsta, !:ronotor c:o una campafia C.e Ha

yordom{a, raprosqnt6 a mi iglesia on reuniones ii~tornacicnales, ya de 

la Iglesia Luterana Americana o de la rc~eract6n Luterana !~ndtal y mi 

ulti7ii.O pastorado, nuevamcnte e;~ la Iglesia de El Consolac~or (le Sogam.oso, 

desde Enero de 19'?8 a Diciembre 31 c:ol uzis~:w a;Yo, fecha en la cual se 

me ha pedido retirarue del ministerio active ee la ~glesta; quedando 

as{ libre para aceptar, si juero cl caso, llamanicntc al ministerio de 

otras i gl esi as 1 utoranas que trabajon, ya on Col onbi a o en o tros pa{ ses 

de .America Latina, si as que 1 a exreri enc i a aC:qui rica durante estes at'ios 

puede servi r a al gun a c'o ell as. 

l)ara quienes tengan tnter6s en csta conunicaci6n, me rormito agregar, 

que mi familia la ccdstituyo el matriaoilio y des hjas soltoras, las cu-

ales ya han tcrminaeo sus estucios univcrsitarios~ habiendo la una gra

duado como Enj"err,wra y 1 a c tra como Trabajadora Social. 

Qutenes quicra;~ constatar esta t;:jori;~aci6n y los i.~otivos de mi retire, 

puec~en hacerlo con las diroctivas c~e ;;ti iglesia, Revelo. Gerardo F!ilciws, 

ApC:.o . ..iereo 51538 Bogota 2,Colombia. 
Los pastoros .LrnJelcl C. i"'orck, Box 1242, Camrose .Uberta, Canada y Jfa

.rold L. Olson, 1'?20 .7. Lam1)onteur JJ.v. Apartai!ent 2L St. ;.·aul, !'inn. 

55113, mi si onere s que fuoroa po r 1 argos atios en Colombia. 

Prof. Leonardo Stahlke, Director c:el Scuinario Lutcrano Augsburgo, J.pdO .. 

?ostal 20-416, E6jtco 20,D.F. 

Reudo. John C. Jlestby, Secrctario para. .America Latina de la ALa. 

422 South Street, i:inneapo1is, Hinn. 55415, EU. 

Dr. Luciano Jaramillo,prcsidente (~e la Co;·~jcc~eracion de Iglesias Evan

gelicas de Colombia,CeC:ec, Apdo. Aeroo 173, Cali, Colombia. 

Tocla correspondencia, a partir ce F'ebrero de 1979, puede ser enviada a 

nomore del suscrito a: Cra. 41 a ;j~ 10-60 Sur,Bogota D.E. Tel.2~37-83-

17 • 
Sogamoso, Diciembre de 19T8 ___ _ 

. /-- .,? ____;_:;:> . ~- , .· 7 -(/-~ 
~- c?"/./d~J/.~--(;;::;-#//.('"4/' .•._ -- . 
L . / 7' · 1 · --=-- -· .......... ---
PgU~(li1, i_~ s ·f"!i 1 ches !·..:_ _ ._ .. ___ __ 

. ./ 



De Izquierdo a derecha aparecen forge Coao, Ramon Rulz, Gonzalo. Delgadillo, Armen/o Plneros, Gerardo 
Wi/ches y Roy Seger. Uno vista de Ia reunion entre mlembros de Ia ALC y IEL-SC, celebrada en el Hotel Bacota. 

SALUDO DE NAVIOAD DEL PRESIOENTE DEL En la Navi.dad Dios demostro que 
StNUDO A LOS MIEMBROS DE LAS CONGREGACIONES El realmente queria reconciliar al 

DE LA IEL-SC · mundo y fue con este fin que su Hi-
jo nacio entre nosotros. Millares 

Estamos para finalizar el afio de 
1978 ylas grandes ciudades se vis
ten de gala navidefia; em pie zan a 
sentirse los canticos de vi.llanci
cos, alegria preludio de navidad. 
Todo esto ocurre en el mundo se
cular. 

La igle sia se pre para para dar prin 
cipio al nuevo Afio Eclesiastico7 
Hemos iniciado el adviento, que pa
ra el Pueblo de Dios quiere· decir 
"Preparacion". Pero es una pre
paracion para establecer una me
jor relacion con Dio s , qui en nos da 
en la Navidad. All£, Dios en su 
amor se ha humanado para dar co
mienzo al camino de la reconcilia
cion, con el proposito de ·que el 
hombre, en sufntegridad·e indivi
dualidad, reciba el regalo de Dios; 
su Hijo Cristo Jesus. 

de personas desde entonces, lian C!_ 
minado los_ mismos sendero s que 
El anduvo. 

Su natividad no ocurrio en Jerusa
u~n, la ciudad CapitaldeiPa{s. Su 
lugar de nacimiento no fue un pa
lacio. Desde el principio hasta el 
final, su humildad caracterizo su 
vida, porque nacio en una de sco -
nocida aldea Hamada Belen y mu
rio en el G6lgota, en las afueras 
de la Ciudad. 

Porque sucedio asi? Para que nin
g(m hombre sea excluido de lo que 
Dios ha hecho y hace· hoy. Desde 
la primera Navidad ya no estamos 
solos. El hijo de Dio s naci6, viVi.o 
entre nosotros, vino a nuestro en
cuentro y por este hecho Dios nos 
ha regenerado como hombres de V!_ 
lor, hombres de Dios. Llegarido 

• ___ . ______ , _____ t?------------·---'lli·--·~-...~,-~ ... -. -· ---------------,--.......... " __ _ 
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_ News direct to you from the 
DIVISION OF ,WORLD MISSIONS · 

. ' Paul Nostbllkken, Director· ·· · · 
t "'~.~- .... ~{~ .. - '>r -~J .t~~%, i"' ~ -.;:· 

·Paul NosWken with Pastor and Mrs. knf.ld Mri "' · ' 
~,~~~.:_.::~r,_~;~-:~:t~~-> ·:,:\~j- .;·~ .. ~-~-: ~-~~< . . . . ~ ... -

;.,~.M<)r~k com_ple~es .. Spanish book -~ 

cREo .EN·EL ESPnUTu SANTo is the title of ~-book 
written by; Pastor Arnfeld:£.: Morek. The manuscript for" 
the bookt''Written iD Spanish, has just been completed 

. after'·two 'years of bitensive work. Mrs. Hndur Morek is 
credited with "eorteet -&pellbig·and punctuation, as well as 
the patient typing and re-typing Of the manuscript iD final 
form for publicatiQn". \ ' ~ ., ·' ': ' \ 

In the prologue, P&Stof. Morek· says: "With all glory to 
God, this self~teac:hiDg _work is dedicated to my Hispanic 
extension-students, and.tO.my colleagues who i.re teaching 
theology by extension. :These pages are an exp&nsion of 
material ·taught iD. ·TEE workshops iD Venezuela and 
Bolivia. It. has. grown' IDte .Jeavened· dough as we. have 
delved . deeper bito the . dynamic' concepts of the third 
article of the Apostles' Creed." 
. The book is 4esigned as-;a self-teaehbig text on,the Holy. 
Spirit and His'- work, based on the third article of the 
Apostles' Creed. It is written ,for' use in the 'extension 
~ of the Latin American ehurehes, and grows out of 
PaStor and ·Mrs.'.Morek's long' years of experience iD the 
TheolOgicill Education by' Extension· (TEE) progr&m. · 
uterest has . already been express~ iD having' this book 
translated ·mto English for use iD our o\m Church~ . 
· Pastor arid Mrs· Morek have. served fOr-. over 'thirty 

years as missionaries to Colombia: Theywent out under 
"CELMOSA" (Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of 
South. America) ·and were part .of the . Evangelical 
Lutheran Church • Colombia Synod following its formation 
iD 1958. Their work has varied from parish ministry to 

22 - 'l'he Shepherd · . ·· S'Cl.r 141 ~ 

::."~~:,:,:~·.;;~;;;~· ~~~::~.+1:l:;;;.~;:;:~:;2~~¥i~.~~~:~,~~,:l'-'. 
founding and teaehing in a Bible Sch~;.and ·iD the 'latter 
years. Theological Education by·ExteDSiOn." The· Moreb 
retumed to 'Canada 'in 1977 for Jie&lth .. realoris, ·and restde 
iD CaiUOie. Because of their, qU&Jifiea~n8'~m the' _Spanish ' 
~ as' well' as 'm'; teac:hiiig~·:}.the-"1PolOJnbiaD'.{ChUreb 
u~ted 'tlaeJn to eoDtinue serving''the'~-ChUrcl! by' writlns 
stUdy materials for itS Extension prOgram. They bave·now 

. 1M!en aied to Write 'study .materi&Js' based 'on';,the boob of 
Galaticlas and Ephesians. . .. ''"····~··(~ l'~>·· _ _ · · . _ ... 
'All ·_these study materials Will;~;tie utilize4Lby the 
s~ churches of LatiJi'America,'as weD as by 
the EvugeliCal Lu~eran Ch~.::-Colombia 8yDod. · · _ · 
• Exc:itiag_ Ed Teiders'rejoiee'With'·the'Spanish-spealdDc 

'e&Ui-aes at tf: 'eompletion ·:Of ·tbiS\projeei;•'aDd·' join iD 
·•· ··. ··for God'i:contiDuoo''direciion ancl''inspiration 'for 

~~~t::''\ .!lfii: ' . '. 



IE$lfAlflWlf(Q)$ ID>IE 11...A ll<GLIESIA IEWAINI<GIEU..II<CA 

U..lWlfiEIRAINIA ID>IE <COI.O/MI!HI~ 

************************ 

PREAMBULO 

EN EL NOMBRE del Dios Trino: Padre 1 Hijo y Espiritu Santo1 fuente suprema de toda 
inspiraci6n y autoridad 1 nosotros los pastores y delegados de las Congregaciones lute
ranas de Colombia 1 decretamos los siguientes ESTATUTOS. 

ARTICULO 1. DEL NOMBRE 

El nombre de esta IGLESIA sera: IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERA 
NA DE COLOMBIA y que en estes Estatutos se Uamar6 LA IGLESIA. 

ARTICULO 2. DEL DO/v'dCIUO 

LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA tendra 
como domicilio Ia Ciudad de Bogota 1 D.E. y su radio de acci6n sera Ia Republica de 
Colombia. 

ARTICULO 3. NATURALEZA 

LA IGLESIA es una Entidad de derecho privado1 Cristiano y Evan
gelica1 sin animo de lucre y sin utilidades pecuniarias para ninguno de sus miembros 
y persigue exclusivamente fines religiosos 1 educativos y de bienestar social 1 asi como 
tambien fomenta 1 facilita y apoya materialmente a personas naturales o entidades que 
se ocupen en los fines expresados y sin animo de lucro 1 en Ia Republica de Colombia. 

ARTICULO 4. DURACION 

LA IGLESIA funcioi1ara por tiempo indefinido. 

ARTICULO 5. DE LA DOCTRINA 

a. LA IGLESIA recibe y acepta las Escrituras Can6.1icas del Anti
guo y Nuevo Testamento como La Palabra Revelada de Dies; par lo tanto es el unico 

cri l·erio info I ible de fe y vida. 



ACTA DE LA REUNION ORDINARIA DEL CONSEJO DE LA 
IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA 

Bogota, D.E. Julio 18 y 19 de 1981 

MIEMBROS PRESENTES : 

Rev. GERARDO WI LCHES C., Presidente 
Rev. HERNANDO LARA R., Vice-presidente 
lng. JOSE AYALA N., Secretcrio 
Sr. EFRAIN TORRES, Tesorero 
Lie. ALFONSO CORZO C., Fiscal 
Rev. BENJAMIN OJEDA G., Vocal 
lie. PEDRO NUNEZ C., Vocal 
Sta. HELENA NINO 1 Vocal 
Sta. YANETH BECERRA, Vocal 
Sr. JOSE LACHE , Vocal 
Sr. VIDAL MORA , Vocal 
Sr. E LIECER RODRIGUEZ, Voca! 

DESARROLLO: 

I. DEVOCIONALES 

Lcs devocionales fueron dirigidas por los Pastores Gerardo Wilches y Benjamin Ojeda. 

II. PROYECTO DE AGENDA 

E I Proyecto de Agenda fue aprobado tc I como fue presented a por el Presidente 1 Pastor 
Gerardo Wi I ches. 

Ill. LECTURA Y APROBACION DE ACT AS : Consejo y Mesa Direct iva. 

Se di6 lecture al Acta de Ia reunion anterior del Consejo y las Aetas de Ia Mesa Dire.c
tiva de fechas Marzo 14 y Junia 6 de 1981. Fueron aprobadas. 

IV. LECTURA DE CORRESPONDENCIA: 

Fue leido el siguiente resumen de correspondencia : 

1. De Lc Iglesia '' SAN PABLO'': Solicitando Ia ubicaci6n del Rev. FEUP~ 
ANDERSON como Pastor de media tiempo de esa Congregaci6n. 

2. Del Pastor ARISTARCO 51 LVA : Asuntos relacionados con su posible ubicaci6n. 
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