
• 

• 



·~· 

' . ~. 

} ·.• 





plana for terrUu~J'1.a1 cleli~"11tatloa.~ 
Ptt,nrnYP1'.1!A . \ .... · ..•... : ~ . . .. , . . :-·;:, ,:; • ·:J.· > • , ... ·· . . 

Clf'lu•·: .• t:. ... •'lth!lYV o0oup1ec1 ot·. & iJt~"*loa ;8h0Uld ~t:•t•·,·.~te... ··· .. 
L''~NJ~aolU1lJ>· .and the nl.tJI))'GJ' t)f: :r:emdt·• lt ·:.•~•~rf.!' .fUture ;veu11 •. 

wo~l.d,. •.· e;.·~ .. ·.~.·.· .. · ...... l ..•. ·,. -~ ....• ~o .. ".·.e· .. ·.*.··········· .· · .:•.· •... · ...... · .. l• ... :.O .... ·~··· •.·.···:···· ... · rr'~41Mrntt;~r·l lAiir a ·Nillat~f c ·ol' :11: enno:ltlltl ·•::.H-.,tn& .a. 
.. 1• tQo· preo~~~h~· ~.prd"e .. comm~·:<_ .. ,Oi.Ui:&flbt,t.and tile 

··. · .. areat,tor.ll•·:to·~· .. :.flu•··•··~J.~!~iDilY• 
rrc»vao41.Y ~he best .ella.pe ~f •}f4lut:o1\&J'Y 'ten,· · · .f:.l•··•··~•1~ole, · . 

-.all!!•",... · .·· · ·,t·.v t;anepor'J :a4/I .. &JlthY~? ·. J.f~•••·~~~ta.re ... 
· .mere new :;,tnt.~~t••··•e•uJ4·bf!7il' .. . :rf·'Ot~-.~~oea 

pel~J;•aJ.cral.~L·., and a . t1"a:lntf1a; fiat~e · ttatablt•et>·, .· .... ~···~oen•n · · · 
hl,th\!lra.Yil>· t•arcla ttle~ ol:r:-..e~eave wtU b~ wo . . ~~ ot~., ,tan~~ . 

••.·VG\VUlDJ.tta· .a~onrttlnc t~ .~;b,t.'it li*PO:rt&aoe. \' , :~lllO\U\tala·~·;, 
and: ~leta . traacport w~U,lD,. ·1t:ra«Jt(ce,p:fevq")~::o1~1J tioa;,. ~c: . 
bet~. ~~- n•vertheleaa.n.e .pr:t~~t~e :or tlla ,o1t-$l~···'bl4•$. ~~·~·,·· .· 
.-.le8rr'~•~'~1o.'bla u~ th~ ··~._... ~•atODUJ·un...-~~'~lj•h•<: . 
All.i:an~•,·'W,lt•i oentre ln. Ante~•f~~<'fte h~l.<J-Jllde.~~~;~tb ·eeata 
ln Jogot .·~ The mala advante.ga.:of' ... • et:rcle>:p%1,.. ' u• ·• . , . 
• ...-aa.,r\o :the:.oent•e.ieduc1~ ,.;:,* ~mum tn.~, I, . ' · ·· •nt.'ft trav•1J.na; 
. c~~st. : --~of!aM,• tet•••~>. ~~~-·-·•·.))e,~· . · .... ···.······.· ·• t-.•4 ··. ~ .. ~., · · · 
~et.l'UI4i .· '·•t' ,Jlo.ogenel ty·~,·- ett1olentqi ·PI:''L'c%:·~ · .. /??1 ·.• "''r0:i,;: ····•·· 
~.a:).~:~"·~· ·:tf"p1oa,·eaoh ¥lfllioa:·ahOUI<l -try,tt." .. l.el~f'Ji&Ye~:au_.· .. 

. ~'a&· •r .. ... Ji~le• ln 1te terr~t~~;·elJloe dlJt~ent ••10:Jl*Ji!ft1 t.-~ ' 
~ltl,tl4 ,_.~;, otten requl:rj '(ttf(,'J!en't· ·~tl~a:tftf l%\"·'·1Uta.J.t!'i": la 
beatootltJ~~.,la the Troptca, W.ijOl.lmatlo Ol'JaQ~ ,,.~~·lit«~!'. 
Ol'c' 'Dr ~·~o4tto:t •enloe 1n. dl;f't'.•~••t<•lt.at.eJ. l~ple. ·. · .. 
~e·(''tl -J1at.lonat ~ .orkerai~!~tr1 ;;• la•u .... . .f'J.~te • 
ar~ 1H~etaental.ly fitter! fo •. ';~,~-~9$ aong· th . . .· _ .. · :;h . .· . . ~ ;<i·.·,;,•:· . 
cQ~twet"Ya'Uiv~ .,_,le&l :t>t.:th'e ~lt,··~-~tuea; $,h,, •. ; ... ;,~·f~••·ICl• · 
mor• lib-.al ~))eopl., of tte .•~tner .. n••· . . .. , ·~:.· '!.'.·.}. y ·~;· 
(4) Jue't •a• .,in f&l"il1~, tt is o\letOIIarf to. "eiln:.et'tllei:tJ.S.l:'-;;·,wntry •o 
a_ veJ.lti fan,tol' the .,e.ke of va;t•tt,ao lt 1a·goo4 t.Jr. a ~teelon,to 
have in ite te%ri to271 eoms eaar p.a.rta an~ .. e tttftl~t fanS, in o~~ 
tl.ie.t, &e $'~On 8.8 poas1ble; 1t may ha\"~ a oan.tt'tUeJt"J}f.->lfhldl 1;0 · ·· . 
dt"aw lJOrlt•r• qd ~eo a nee4J f..•tt11l02')' in "41~.·'t•l· .. 8llpl.OJ 11hea when. · 
tr~.inett. . . 
(5) It is e1tre-:nely t:-.ea1rable tn&~ •aoh 1!1ae.1on. Sb~4 cultivate the 
fr1e,nc!l1•at.poaaUJl$ l"elatlona with m1aa1oDa ad30lJd.q .. :ija 'be:n1t017, 
in order to t a.oili tt1te all- ad.juet."!lenta, advaaoa the ·. . · 1S.••1iion. of . 
tuo1Je '7!:o 11 ve on tll£o l~orlier lt.uea,antt (~1ve the lte;,.o .....• oae P:t'i.es:'Oe 
vmo tt<aclt their peoplo that all th.e ·protcetant sGo-.a:ue at t!AJ: with 
ea.ctk, cthe:e. · · · · · . · ·•··· · · .... · 

. (6) Li11ea of trauspo:-t vitally r .. ttaot .tte terrt'c•a). 4elim1t.a:tion of 
;:1s•1ona. 4 toou ra1lll'~S line t£lay oonver ·t et ot;o1«;·~$'t(» en· elliP••· 
A. lo:ty inte:!;'ven1ng r..lGttntai.n l"&nge ha.a led to ooc~·· being eJang~ltztd . 
rro;t: ~!en•1n1el&p1ot tron !uca.r3lilttnga. ·Y4!t these .s.,~lfll excfJptlt>nll ere · 
really ~teeJd.ng after the ~KWe o:t.jeot1T4U1 Q 'the o11"""' :prllloiple, 
they '\fOrk along tnt lirus·a of lettn resiatanoe tor tlut •alte of the 
pret>.test ettectiveness, 1natrc-qch u tdasionary .tt.vuJ,~GCitey r~d. nervous · · 
force a:-e ·very l1•nitet.1. The barv•at truly .1• pl,nteO,U,•r;ut ·the labourera 

.. 

ax~ t·ew. . . . · ·. · ·. . . . .· •.. · ·.. .. . 
('1) Oonaide:r1ng the dieaatrqua e.t~eots <tf al'Jendcn~t.t~g:~er:ritory,;j:}l&t . 
p:revent1on.,1e t;ctter than oure.;that even, tbe pas••:~~ tMa>itO!Y ~~ 
one !Zis~1on to another, t~ otten attimdeo wttb d1ff10\1l"'Ol••, al:l t.11eae 
oona1o.erat1ona Bhew ua tl:.e vital biporte.noa of a n•• d1at1"1but1on of 
terri tory, ,,:~ade a~:.i~ably, 1n tb.e eazl1eat pol!a1ble statJ;:e• .of tz!1aa1one.rr 
cuoupation • 
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(l) 
"hen Ule World-w14e f."f'aftgellaa-tloa CJ'tdade wl,.bdr.. fl'ODI r•lt.Yar • 

and sent two •en baok to the late~lo~,lt waa applrial 'be pr1Dc1pl• ot 
\he 91ro1e. Whea 'be nhr1at1aa Alli.aue tl'uaiDHd 1'• o•tl'e fNII · 

Pop.q u to Arll•la.l t waa appJ.rtas the eMe prl.M1pl,. Ia both oaeea. 'he 
:reeul.ta haM Juatll'iect ~· aotloaa tat•. 'rile• m1aal.oaa ha•• bee. oeD
eolld&tec.t 'by the olo" Nlatl.oa.a.lp of -·u sta•t• 'o •• oeatn. 

(1)1' auet be borne ta •1D4 "'•' to dot tbe lltiiP wttlt -'&t'-,OOCNP1ed 
nomlaallJtT•t s_ ntlal: ..-ae,ta ..- ~- oeqatua at .U,la the tne 
alaat.ODU7 .... of be ..... n la .,.,. llllftlftc ·~ lf lndeell lt . 
ia aot 4ennrlac tu lead tt ta •-.at to oultsm .. A t&Uue 1a tu 
early etac• ta ._,hard to -.tllft.ne renonaa ef 00Bf14 .... la a 
Yn7 eln preca-••· fbla deU DOt ••• tut tmaedlate ntW.lte are 
alwa,a 'o lHt ezpeotM.or that - teniton ie an • hu4 tilat lt 1f11l 
MlJ Jielct al._,l:Mt lt do• -..- tut •• M ..-.. ._. awate te 'be 
faet 'Ula• mere •••lt.,.e 1a a p1aee .... net aeoe•-1.11 •• tW tllat 
plue la oeoqpt.ect. Ia4.... ... plaiM •lU&M -*-" ue tar b•''•• 
oonpled tha •••• •ltlt. , ..... ••••••1-.ntker ..._. oonpatt.a, 
llhoul.d be O'U soal •••• , ..... te Uk• lNvea.lH..U- .,. • .Ule 
1-.,oowpatloa S67 be llte a dllll• 1aa1J ralda 1a \he middle~ 
a lOit of-.... 

(I) ataoe 1ut eo.,..atloa aeetlaa aatu•.._. VT Wep•r &JUt la7 
_ Allu to decide &ifl0Jit8&t • .....,. .... \lle ldue eeovpatl.• ot Jua( .. 

tr.er 811'ftll tllat u fl'ell JIP1'U t ~ '- _. wob1t7 lie ..._ 
tu eue ot -· s....- al.aat.R,fer loUAtrl.lll nae•• a . 
~-·10 la the auket oenn tu ... . i ... ......... ••-'• .. 
.... ._.._. le ftUUI to 1••~• a 
wo•t•r thenaa geed puM,..U hae tae• b1lllt tn. ._.!a. 'o !l M01'J"o, 
a_po1nt on the biCP&J f'l'oa 301uoao '.· o ~· u-.,_. ou •m•r t~ 
,....,_.., .&rlatoaeao Potna,l•. ne'ft:at ... ia,:tM n1IIY aeaaq, ,_ 

. Haah1DC Nwoll~&.beoaue •f * t~at~~enua to" of the -reoula n-. • 
(4) To the Monk of tbe oae-n rlftl',u .. a -enttur •s.• eo at .. t.or; 
haa e"'•"~' olablet! or oooup1.... I\ la larpoeaible tv J.Sr POftaa • ._ .. 
tt.a\ ttl.._. la ~• wet .... -,aad h! haa u DNah u be - baadle 
Bou\h of 1,,and Borth ot tike 'f'.._la n ... Ita .. "'*' •nhen. ••nlttr· 
ta dlreotl.J ead ot Boa'i'- ad ooauo18d. wi* lt ..,. tile mall ,_.., 
I 8ll&&ea1: that 'th1a aedlai l'eqMat U.e t.ut1ud'aa Mladoa to lm4artae 
the 110le reapoaaahWtJ for tllat aeo\1-,whteb n.., oall $1\e malta 
fae Arauca l'OU'te, at~nebi'IC JtiPt to the ,_._lu 'bor4•• 

( ti) I bell en 1 t would ~::e a s~eat t~elp to ae t.utbe1'&a ii1Mloa 
tt 'lhla meetlas woul4 aaatet lt to 4e1t.ita\e its terri\~ .... 
~oil the Lu,t.era:a ?Ne COne11tlleaOJ aatt the LtRlLeftD aiul.-ui.u 
aow ta aoloab1a., woula Uuan imow better how to plara fc.Y tll• tut-.re ,._.., 
It would 'bs a ar•t •no01INI••• 'o tbla JtMIB &ad g!'ftial •l•at• 
to have a '•nl\or,r atoll would ob.all"*e it to ~o foi'WUd. 



l ?37 
Evangeltattc Report !or tile state or Boyaca • 

for tbe Reporting year eftdimg wovember 3oth !937 • 
I. Palpa. This baa teen a convenient res14ence oentre,but we have e beld no public meet1Dga. In tbe ttret place,& paper and ~on travelltag 
Cfo not leave time tor 1ntena1ve wort.Then we lack a ball. Also, we have 
rel't it neoeasa.rJ to gain. slowly the oonttdenoe of tbe people. Ot.lr work 
t•ere has 'been largely one of penetration by rr1endell1p and personal m n
taot,and in thia great progreaa has been made. 
II. LA PAZ,Ormeaaque and Bocba. . 

Wy ~1fe and dftugbter and I spent flve daya of intensive oult1vat1oa 
1n this Rusaelltte ·oent~e,the only on~ now left in Ooloabla. We were 
very well received everrwtere,and beld good seetlaca,arranged by the 
~aaell1te leadera, who bave clroulated tmOb literature 1n the d1atriot 

and. Who devote a tew daya montbly ·.o 1t1neran• preaobbl· 
III. SOCO'l'A. v.r Alo1bta4ea L•al t• ln charge lle:re.'l'be people have oon
atructed a well- ballt cbapel anel oeaeterr. ftlere 8l'·8 I9 members. 
Four bapt1ua a.nct two iiUTlagea ••r• cele~rated tllta yeu. llr Leal dia
oon1i1nued the aohool thla ~ear, b6oauae of aO&D'J ftnaaolal aupport, 
althouah tbere wen ntfiot•nt children. COttage aeetlaga bave been very 
nut~eroue and auoceestul. Some~blea three or four are held atmltaneOl\lalJ 

"'· on Tt.uraday nlgbta.ne Iunday !ohool 1a goo4. uore unity is needed, to 
_ :::-.:.-~.-we);d the people \ogether

1
and JIIOI'& ap1r1tual grow•h through obea1ence 

- / 1 at\lCly a.r.u.t p:raqer. A aplr t of 41 vision baa aoaewhat mured tbe wort. 
\ / The Preabyten hu ooSDt1aa1on84 u teal aad myaelf to study tt.a Sooot' 

-~~~- -1 894 La AgUa4a coagrept lou, and organise tbea if they are read:r, tate 
,-~. olurcbea •1tb a ooaa1&toJ7. 

III. J'LQ't aDd 8QIB'RIDIRO. fheae two pooupa have held together. 
8011tt. redero has ' aohool ~u11d1D& where ceet lnga a.re beld alao, on oco• ton 

~ but,as in sooota,the oloelar ot the cabool baa no' helpec the work. 
W Tbere are here aoae &aeabor• or 'the ta Aguada ooll@"regattoa,who are qul~e 

actlve and otter the1r hoaea tor •eetlac•· 
IV. Lit. AOUADit.. 'fbO\Iih thte 1a alae an Advent let •••'"• our work, under 
'he direction of vr Paacuel Sll ... haa growa tn 1atereet.Tb1a la .no .. 

ln the completion of be hou.ao, 4estlne4 tor aohool u.d ob&~l, a aubataa
t1al adobe and. tile bullc11q, oonatruot~ largei.y by tree labOUl'. 
There are I4 member• here. !hla ta the oentre or tbe work 1n tb.e plaiDe 
or oaaanare. A Committee of flYe h&a been in oharge,1n order to promote 
and ,nend the won. A8 a rewlt.a acbool has been founded tn Llano 
de Perea,tn a modest war,and meettQga are held ln some surroundlD& 
polnta. 
I expect to apand five weeka ln the apove territory 1n December aad 
Jaauary,when rivera are fordable.on thla annual via1tattoa,aepen4a 
greatly the aucceaa ot the work for·the J~,and 1ta adequate at~ 

latlon and organ1satlOD4 
Y.r Ar1noaeao Porru, a gradUate of Vedelli.,haa been a:ppotated, at a 

aal.uy ot ti5 monlhlf, to wort in La AP&da aa4 oaauue. Fe aoea it!~ se" 
ADother young .an fro. Sooota_le ~udytag eat1efaotortly at Medel 

Where oontr1bat1ona are given tn the form of l&bour,t004,hor ... 
boapitallty,ete,a ttnanclal atatement muat be neceaaarily ioacaurate, 
nevertheless I shall attempt an approximation. 

SCOOT A. contributed. too. 00 
For Bu1ld1ag repaira 801 00 

Flor and Sombreden. ooatr1SO, 00 
La Aguada. oontrl. tOO, 00 
tiew ~.u1ld1n.g costa 600,00 

Llano de P'res,tnclu- Si3•gg 
d1~ aobool f , , 

Spent va.ro1uslr 
Spent 
Spent 
~en.t 
Spent 
~pent 

ttoo,oo 
80,00 
10,00 

·. IOO,OO 
~800,00 

iJgo.qo 
040,00 



HISTORY of the Ool·ombia Evangelical Lutheran ¥.iar;ion fi7 :36- I'JifS) 

June., 19;6, first meeting at home of the OELMOSA Board. Marie Thompson and }.i\yrtle 
Nordeen were called. 

Dec., 19)6, Marie Thompson and M,yrtle Nordeen arrived in Oolombia. Went to Soata. 

April, 19;7.,. ~tle Nordeen went home because of illness. Marie Thompeon continued 
alone in Soa.t&.. 

~ 19j7.,. Alma. }1onson, 1-1r. & Mrs. Gerhard Ostrem, Andrew Larson and Olger. Qla.nrud 
~ came to Soata, our first work. 

Jan. • 19j8, John Galdamez came from Qosta Rica on a. call from_ ~~e Oelmoea Board 
to te~h the language to the missionaries) and ~as evangelist. • 

Feb., 19;8.,. SUnday School and services were begun in Soa.ta. 

March, 19;8. Evangelistic trips were made out from Soata. 

May$19)8, Oarol Ostrem was born in Bogota. 

May, 1938~ the ~ork in Boyaca was ceded to OELF~SA by the Presbyterian Mission. 

Nov. • 19j8, Al vida Holmvik came f'rom Minnesota.. 

March, 19;9.,. Andrew Larson and Alma Monson were married. 

April, 19j9, the Larsons went to El Ooeuy where they began a new work. 

June, 19;59, Alma Larson began a training achool for girls in Oocuy (the beginning 
of our Institute). 

June• 19!;9, Oetrems moved to Socha and began wot·k in Sooota area. 

19)9, Alvida lolmrlk bad a part-time day school in SoatS.. 

Aug. & Sept., 19j9, John Galdamez and Olger ~anrud made first trip to the Plains 
and went as far as Tame by horseback. 

Sept., 19)9, Helen Danielson came from the States. 

November, 19'59, John Ge.1damez and Marie Tlwmpeon were me.rrie~. ~ ~ 
---·• 1940, Ostrem began a boy's school in Soohe.o IJ•r: ~ _ 7 
Feb., 1940, 'l'rygve Salty CJI.me !f'om Canada.~ ~ ~ Cl t' '1.;-_ ~ n~-»7 v-

~~~h\~~;;L_~ ~-
March or April, 19'+0, f'irst full-time day sohpol started in El Ooouy by Al.ma. Larson. 

Yay, 1940, first annual meeting on the field held in Oocuy. 

Oct .. , 1940, Olger Q.tanrud went. home, on furlough. 

Oct.., 1940, ohild baztn to, John and ha.rie 3aldamez (still stationed in Soat.8.1 child 
born in Socha}. 



History of OELl..CSA -2-

Dec•, 1940, Alvida Holmvik. and 'l'rygve Salte married.l:_:;;z..,.. 

:;P 
:Varcl:i, 194lj 

Aprilf 1941, 

/"~ Ruth Ostrem born in Socorro, .., 

Naomi Larson bOIUl in Bogota. 

1941- Girl's school moved to Soata from Cocuy under direction of the Sa1tea. 

~ J~~ 
July 1, 1941, JolLT'J. and 11la.rie Gald.amez left us. . J r~ ·vf~ 
July, 1941, ~uds;,~~ .Kansas. J~ M..,.... 

July, 1941, second annual meeting held in Soata. _ ~ ),:., ~. 

September, 1941, Quanrud .. returned to the fiel~ 
Novembe?,' 1941, Ragnhild Salte bo~ocorro. 
December, 1941, Phoebe and Olger~opened work in Duitama. During this t~ ther.e 

ha.d been evargelietic tripe made to various parte of our territory. 
Ostrem travelled in the Plaine in 1940 and 19-~1 and Larson made trips 
out from Jocuy. 

~, 1942, Lars om le.f't for f'ur 1ou.gh, Oatre:ms leaG~ha to take over the work 
in Goct13T (August, 1942} where the boy 1~was continued. 

---~-_.:.~1~2, Helen Danielson went to Dui -tame. to help wi t.h the workl 
,, /JieerAd~ jS.!!i:e to Dli t.ama_ Slj\d joined the Qlanrudlt and Da..>U.elaon. 

---~ ~~ ~Qq.f 
Hay, 194),. miaaion home stoned in Duita.ma. 

Aug., 1943, Helen Danielson and E. Heerde went to l~ell!n to study the language. 

Oct., 194), ~anr~d ~~s sick with typhoid. 

Nov., 1945, Helen D. came back to DuiteJl'la. from 1/i&d.elHn. 

~eb., 1944, ~ar~'e went to Bogota. Helen n. carryir._g on work in Duitama. 

Ha.ro(r, 1944, Nathaniel Qla."ll"Ud born in Bo:,.o-t.S.. ::=. 

April, 1944, ;:uanruds went back to Dui twna. 

Hey·, 1944, Sa.ltes oame to Duitama a.."ld Helen n. vent to Soa.t.S.. The boys 1 ~d girls' r l 
~ti~:,::_• g"l'£~. brought to M.tama. ~ -.:1 ~~ 

May, 194'""" Heerde came to Dhltama. :from l<iedell!n 1 :4iOA~i?\Ja}:p'in i:.he Institute. 

July, 194!-J., Qlanruds spent the month in Soata with Helen D. and went to Bogota in 
Au:tuet. 

July, 1944, Oatrems went home on fUrlough. 

Aug., 1944, Trygve Salte oontracted typhoid fever and died in September, 1944, in DuitaJ'-'' 

• • • 3 
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Leo Eraso, Colombian, who had been a citizen of the u.s., was on the same boat 
~s the five who came in October, 1957• He came as a Pentecostal missionary in an 
independent statue. Whenever he became seasick and carsick along the way he would 
remark, "Oh, I 1m sick, praise Godl 11 • 

There were two other Pentecostal missionaries on the same boat, making a party of 
eight missionaries, the largest missionary group to come to Colombia at one time 
up until that date. They sailed from New York and landed in Buenaventura. 

:rtr. Alrrin met the 
wagfon to Bogota. 
!hague; Christian 
work in Paipa. 

group in Buenaventura. Then, they travelled in the WEC station 
Along the way they visited Presbyterian work in Girardot and 

Missionary Alliance in Armenia, WEC work in Bo~ot8., and Presbyterian 

From the time ~tle Nordeen went home in April, 1957, until the party of 
arrived in October of the same year, ~~;;:;1 r.- .. ? -.!.a.-_s alone in Soata. 

( M·a.r7-eThor1ips-on . J · 
five 
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THE OOLOMBIA EVANG'E~ .. ICi\1. L'liTliERAN ·MISSION Q!·' 30l11.'il AMERI01\--------

(Incorporated 1936, under the laws ot the state or Min~.) 

4-
"It is.Afaith taission, depending enti.rely upon God for the supply~ 

ing cf 1 ts needs throuch the preyers and free-~111 offerings or ftis· 

people as the Holy ;:1ptrlt lll')Vea them. It is intersynodiof'!l in chara<l-

ter, having taembers on the Board 9f Directors from six. T,utheran :1ynods." 

·It has at present ni!!e miosionaries and tottr rnissicn stations. 
(. 

Its budget for t.he fiscal year Glf 19.t~J h~s been placed ~t tlpproxl.mntely 

f:J,500.oo 

Though it is difficult to secure c·ncrete dttta on rdl phasea of no 

recent s _pro,1eot as the Cclu~nbla i->1~sslon, ir1 response to s~veral re-

quests, a tei4tt~tive historical sketon c1' this L,ission snell be atter.:pted. 

deD.cw4.nat1cnel Socic t.)-·. Bne was however ;'oroed to rett~rE twme bea8U 'e 
I 

of ill health. But even in thin Gvds £U11ence seems evident, s1Lce 

sh~ beca.me instru.r::entel i11 ma.tdr~c L::Jo,,n tn.e o;,.irl tuel nee1 .or Latin 
-h ~$...&~..- ...... ~ ....... ~~ .• 

J;merior1,1" Tog"etner ":'i th 1'\lmn B:retberg, \'·llo bec:·ne tlle tirst secretary 

of the ltl.1ss1ur .. , sh.e vL~i tP.d. .m.ns,,;" cc:ns:re<":: .. •- ticns end soue:h-t the r·dvlo~ 

of paotors. Gr.naide~·r·ble interest we . .s a•qcdumed end. Fi.any oi' those oon-

ship out of t.rhich grew the Colonbin )'Ji ~len. 
r--

gus falls, Uirmesota in J'une 1936. v.itt1 Rev. I..:. H. 3ant\ of ZTokomiS 

Heights Lo.th6ran Church or !;iinr1<.H1J;ol1s e.s its first president. 

In Novumber 19Jt>, the f lrst t~;o ;;.tasionaries, Hlsn I.~Jrtle· Uurdin and 

tass Mariti Thompson, a nurse frorzt Glearbr·.'Ok • ~!lzm., sailed for C::lontble. 

With thevaluable aid of Hav. and Mr.:.. M. H. Allan of the Pres£?yter1an 
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Comprising the two .. depcrtamentos .. (states) of Boyooa flnd .Arauoa. 

(However .Arauca and .the greeter 3out .• ern pert of .Uo;aca h~ve not been 

ne~johed by our :.,lisRion, yet. There is roughly e t!lillion sculg within 

tho to:critory !'eached at present}. 

Wld mission ·statlon ot these twv plucky lady ~.:iseionariea. .ausy da.ts 

followed. nough shil>Pltog hoxtJu hed tc be ~ul;Verted into· ftU•.t£1ture ~ 

8lr.~.oe auoh luxuritss wtre not available in riL.isnea. state. Deds wi tlL 

springs oannot be pnr:ehased in Colonbia. 

£Unee ltiss Nordin illret~dy kn«m 3pnl!ish • work. could begin at onoe. 

?;hen illeny homes had ueen viaite<i and the ovnfidcu .. ce of ao.ru<; won a !'.~iss1on 

da,y sohool for cllihiren was opene4. After three EonthH o1' strenuous 

labor • tLO'rever • Miss l'Iordin' s he~l t.h broke down, ~~~t she was obliged to 

return to u. s. lt::evill& i~~e;s Th~;;son to aarry on elor~e, uHtil ot era 

e oould join lter. 

On October~), 19.37, fiv~ new t;!iss!cnt.J::ies sailed rre111 l~ew Yoi·k. 

The.r were: Hr. and Mrs. <"rerhord Ostren~, o1' the Hvli':ecie~n Lutzu:trau Cnurah 

of Canada, ~aster Alma ilionsc.n o1· the Lut.ueran Deaocness Hospital of 

.;;uanru.d ot the Norwe~iun Lutnel'tUl Chu.rc1~. Upon their arriv<i to So&tie 

Lars<ul 6ud Mr. GalJ.ai:.it:Z for thf.t 11"-rpose of preachin& tiltl Gospel, dis-

tri buting Curistien 11 terature, and loo ... tint: ple.oea \.lle.t·e perma ... ent 

stations r .. 16ht be opened; ( s .. c.:1 a preu~41n~~ t..our is usually ~de about 

or,oe to ye~r duri.nt,. which ~bout t\'tellty-fivc ~it1es 1M!y be visited.. The 

-iti•tl'a& 
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di-stribution or script.ures ~nd traots has proven efteotiye 1n preparing 

aaving learned tha laht;uaga the Missionaries were able to begin 

work on uno<~nupied places. In Mnrch l~Y1 Bev. Larsen Bnd Sister Alma 

:;lonson wul~e united. in U:.brria&e end on April 15 oj;med a new station at 
' 

El Cocuy, about two days journey by twrst:beok from Soeta. El Caouy nos 
' 

proven one or the most :frli1 ttul a11d suooeasful stations. Man.1 have oocne 

to ev&ngelioal raith in Ohrist in spite of bitter persecution. In e 

small mounta!.n t.o't;n some 15 to 20 tr.iles rrom El Coouy, ia a group of· be

lievers who owe- 'Lb.eir ortgin as suoh to the p•1rohnae of a Bible from 

Colportor, e few years aeo. It_ was e younc man who boUGht this Bible E>tnd 

throu~h rtu1ding he becBm.e e Christian and. n vit~:!l "nltness .r"r Christ. 

S~ilar instances co>tld l.Jb lY.tentl.,ned. •rn1~1 grcup of believers built a 

ohapel which l'loa dedic~ted un J'.:aste:r Dey, l)L.::. Such progress irr.:oed!att:,

l.Y be<H.ib&~& the obJisot of l'riHst-inwstigated persecution. (There is a 

vast C:.ifl·erenoe bet'Wf:len ~he Roman C.t_urch of Lh tin iu:ilerioH fWd that "r 

u. s.) HOne avenin,; art~n· Sarvices stones or ull sizes c&m.e pour~.n~-. into 

or seou.ring and traini~ Nati<)nal Christian. v.vrk.ers is aouto.) 

The original station at ~3<'J6te is nov1 r'!f!inta~.ued b/' Pastor aud '.rs. 

Trygve satte, leter arr.ivf!ls to the field t:..ta!l t:1t~ above-.menti ,t.ed five. 

" ·rhoug.h work hcs been ottrr1ed on in Soeta eli;.ce 19Jo it has .Per~.1e.pe been 

tile JliOSt difficult plaot:. "'Evurytrtint; see.n.s barred against. tlle I.1g11t", 

wri tea one f<llssiun~ry. ~fet there is c;v~n .:.n Goatfl a smo 11 gr<.)u:p of 

faithful bolievdrs. ''' 1 



I.a 'the fAll ot 19'39, Miss Uelen Dau1ielson of Wsu~aoa aad Re.

o1ne, Wiao~nain, u uamber of United DuniaH Church s~ilad tor Col
~.-y~·~~.,,~-' 

Ollb1a; beiAg oowdaoioa at Qe &ioui;rf.s Lutheran Cllurcb in Recine. 

Ia 1940, Er. Olgar Q.uNu·ud retu.r.u.ed hOillcl ou furlough ~~nd be

tore his return to the field married ldiss F11oebe F..r.gstrow or t~e J.u.~-

ust,-,Da Synod. Shortly eftQr their arri vel they c. polled r1 new station 

at Dui 'ta:le ia Deoem•:.er 19 41. They were J oi.~aed s l11i'Ule ls t.er by t'fisa 

Danielson. Duitel~t is £ prora1a1ag stHtiun in spitr! ot the mud e!ld atoae 

fusillades altd boy~otta axperieuoeJ. by the ;":issi~neries and converts. 

In ~dditioa to thotse :four >t~issicn atnt1-.:.;1to there are tour plaoes 

sarved by na tioMl 't•crkors and vlsi tod oooasionttlly by olle of the t'.!iss

iclu~ri.es. Two of ttufse f.:re org~n:ti.ed ccngreg8:tions with & tr.emberahip vf 

ll'our other towns close 1iu thH stnt1vf4~ i r·e also Hervf'=d one a or twice 

Four sahocls h .v~ bae.t• opsAad, tnree of which nre served b1 Colo:~-

lBdY llliasioaariea. l,not.he~ :.:ission . .-ry t : iss Heerde or Voline·, lllinc:.is 

sailed ror Colomb1& i.a Jtauruf· ry, l94J• 

7 discussed htire since inforw:-.. ticu reg11rdin(; this is nvail.::.ble. w. Stf'Dley 

RyoroTt's book .. 011 Th1o Fou.ndatiGn" {1942) is a u:..ique work on tho Ir.vnnge· 

> 

Who !..ivcd Again" (1940) is a faciD.~tiltg ana ~uthentic st.ory of /Jr. · ·c:n

tnio, t• grn~t Chr1st1RA leader and edi·tor in Ll1tll!t, ?eru. Dott: book:: c n 

be ~eoul'led from the~ Luther ~~ublia<dng House at Illnir. 
• ' I j.._. 
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Souw gonerel t'f~.ots 1 

The followi11g fi1uros !.ndioa.t6 til s.::.H·le extent the p~gress mede hy 

tl1e ·16 ?rrlte.at:,nt :iissiQn.,ry o:.:·g!· n1zatious now VHJrkinG; ill OoloMbi~t, te-

tl~een th~ yesru 1929 '" nd 19)8. 
1929 1938 

l~umb,3r or MiesS:_~r~ies---------,-- 59----164 
,, f1 ··~--------- ..... --- l) 60 
11 lh tiane:l Workers------------- 1.6 P.? 
·• C"·~~-'~\mil3a.tlts----------l ,167 1,996 
•• Christi£-:!1 Oo.l!lmuuity------------l:y676 t; ,000 

Reoent reports ot the gener,1l mis:::~ion~ry- conferenoe ia Colomllia 

J::nuacy, 1943, state th·,t ther~ ert; now 20 :Jr~;:~n1zat1oJta n't work and 200 

mission~~tries. · 

PODulFti~ln or Colombie-------.. ---------9 ,)05,995 
·1:re a .............. ~~-----..... - ..... ______ .... ____________ ..... ._....... .. 439 , 997 
Chief E:x:porta---~-----------------cof':'ee <'llld petroleum 

Thn Lit.enl (}ovcrr~Hf!nt of Colorabin ( sinoe 1936) tnT6ra Protestant 

to the latm------Liberty of teachin;_~ i9 a·un:r:"~nteed." 

"ColQ::'.l:df~ still .:s:az,;~j'n& the Rer11;blic. of South .Ameriofl l'lherP. leB's ... 

pro.;ress br s been !:i<Gde in def'ini te church ~rowth." 

tt!t i~ clear tha't rrogrens in. the next d.cccde will tlepenfl lPrgP.ly 

on these factors: 

1. The f!ttltu.da of the Goverru:;~nt in power. 

2. }'urther occupation by missit:.Ae 

). Church development, iXLcl udinp; nreof'lr& tion '.>t worke:rn;. ... 

(Kenneth G. Grubb, "The No:r·tnerr. P.epublies :>t 3outh Jllfl&ric·C\) 

'.rhe l({rgest unevengel1zf;d terri tcry 1a the wo1•ld lies in th.4 

l~ortherA interior of South America. 
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THE LARSONS R]J[[NESCE or-~ a. u/5if lroir!, ~ i'<loe-Jc~ 
4 -r --t'A#fl.- ltt>Hf6! i, sl. 'Pefersbu.i-f.J F/ol-lcJQ!- { IYI 'Cf70) • 

On Oct. 30, 1937 Alma Monson, Andrew Larson, Olger Quanrud and the Ostrems lande 

in. Buena.vent'lll!a,.;,, Myrtle Nordin and Marie Thompson went to Soata. about a year 

before (they landed in Buen~ventura December, 1936 -Myrtle returned to States in 

April, 1937). The first-mentioned group landed in Soati November 11, 1937. The 

missionaries dedicated themselves to study the language under tutorship of Juan 

Gnlrlamez {who came to Soata from Costa Rica in January 1 38). Galdamez was graduate 

of Strachen's school in C. Rica; gifted speaker, poet & singer. Marie and Alma 

did a lot of nursing in Soata and in that way helped win confidence of people and 

break down fanaticism. 

Missionaries made their own furniture. Andrew went to buy nails shortly after 

arrival. Looked up the word in Spanish for "nails" and found several English terms, 

one of them being "ufias". With that term in mind, he went to the hardware store 

and asked to buy "un libra de ufias". The clerk was puzzled and Andrew couldn't make 

him understand what he wanted. Upon returning home to check further on proper 

terms, he found that he had asked to buy a book of fingernails. 

Asked the congregation to take turns reading Scripture (Andrew) and said: 

"Vamos a dar la vuel ta a la congregaci6n" (in Cocuy). So the. man -- who began 

to read started to walk around the room while reading. 

A great evangelistic impact was made on Soata by the missionaries but no 

permanent foundations were laid. No property was bought. No money with which to buy. 
J 

The Galdamez affair contributed a lot to failure of work in Soata. 

Antonio Ariza, Pedro Rodriguez (and families) were first believers in Soata 

who later moved to other places and became firm believers. 
A

Firs~ contact ~nd visit in .Parpa -_February, 1938 - by Olger Q. & Juan Galdamez. 
(Aidb,Q..t!~s L~a..f had beftlvt w"'tk ,,. -1't:J:r(lt:L J uhe .;l.iJ, 1q.1. 3) 
Carol Ostrem was born in Bogota in May, 1938. Ostrems returned to Scata in June. 

Andrew L. and Juan G. visited Malaga and Cocuy in S~?tember, 1938. In December, 

1938, Olger and Juan visited El Cocuy, Chita and Chiscas. 

Andrew and Alma were married in Soata on March 29, 1939 (first civil marriage 

in that city) -with an abundance of orchids. In April, '39 they went to start work 

in El Cocuy. The Ostrems went to Socha (June '39 to '42). Juan Galdamez and Marie 

Thompson were married in Soata in November, 1939, and stayed in Soata in charge of 

the work until the Saltes came to take over the work in 1940. 
Alvida arrived in Colombia November, 1938; Helen Danielson in September, 1939. 
Juan Gclldamez ~tid Andrew Larson had held evangelistic services in the Cocuy 

and Chiscas areas in 1938. Pablo Herrera and Antonio Navarro, Bible colporteurs, 

also travelled through that area distributing Bibles and Christian literature. 

Gabriel Wilohes bought portions of Bible when in the Army. His mother burned them 

when he brought them home. But Gabriel persisted in reading Scripture and received 
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assurance of salvation from Ephesians 2:8 in 1939 after having bought a Bible from 

Andrew. Nestor Wilches opened his house for meetings in Santa Ana in 1940. 
Olger Quanrud accompanied the Larsons on their trip to Cocuy from Soata in 

April, 1939. Truck to Chapet6n - from there by mule thru Guacamaya to Cocuy. 

No one would rent them a house in Cocuy. But there was a "haunted house" 

that no one' would live in: Sr. Fonegra's house. This was obtained for $27.00 pesos 

a month (exchange- $1.75). The floors were either tamped earth (mostly) or crude 

brick. Full of fleas and "fa.l:'ras". It had been used as barracks for soldiers in 

former years and rumors circulated to the effect that as the result of political 

killings many people lay buried within the house. In addition to "farras", bats 

occupied the attic. During the first six weeks the Larsons spent their time 

cleaning up the place and making furniture. Then, in order to get the attention 

of the people and win their confidence (the priest had warned his parishioners 

against these "foreign devils"), the missionaries played the folding organ and sang 

hymns on market day. This was done in the "saguan" (large entrance or hallway) 

which opened on to the sidewalk. Pantale6n Menes~es was one of the first in the 

crowd that gathered to listen. A day school was started and Andrew & Alma were 

the first teachers. Then Fredesbinda Cristiano came in 1941 and was their first 

Colombian day school teacher. Isabel Diaz de Wilches was tutored .(normal training) 

by Mrs. Larson in 1940. The two girls collaborated in the work by visitation also. 

Juan Galdamez and Andrew canvassed the whole town in house-to-house visitation, 

inviting the people to come to hear the Gospel. 

Fredesbinda and Isabel had a scare one night when there was so much noise in 

the attic. They were sure someone was coming in to attack the members of the 

household. Andrew assured them that all was well and no one could enter the house. 

He had set poisoned meat in the attic to kill the "farras" and this was beginning 

to affect the animals. Also snared the farras (see picture). 

There was improvised running water in Coc~, but as yet no one had an indoor 

"flush" toilet. The owner of the house sent one up to Cocuy from Bogota (by mule 

part way) to be installed by Andrew, so the missionary family was the first family 

in Cocuy to have that "luxury". 

In August, 1939, the road to Cocuy was finished and inaugurated. President 

Eduardo Santos was present for the event.· The mission house displayed both the 

American and Colombian fl~s for the occasion. 

When the town of Cocuy was making plans for receiving the president, it was 

decided that he should stay in the Hotel. However, it was felt that there should 

be a modern toilet at his disposal, so workmen were sent over to the mission house 

for instruction on how to install toilet fixtures. 
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Missionaries occupied said house from 1939 to 1945. Larsons were on furlough 

Oct. 142 - December 1 44, and the Ostrems replaced them. The Larsons then came back 

and were there in 1945 and 1946 when they moved to Duitama ~or a year before going 

to the States (Andrew took a trip to Norway dur~ng JCf¥7. · and Alma taught in 

the Institute). The Olsons replaced the Larsons in Cocuy in 1946. 

PALOMO. A horse dealer bought him from the priest during the fair in El Cocuy 

in 1939. The horse dealer got drunk and mistreated the horse, spurring him so 

badly that he was bleeding. Larson went out and asked him if he wanted to sell it 

to him. He got it for $75 pesos (exchange $1.75). The Liberals got such a "kick" 

out of this incident because the horse knew all the trails around there and was now 

carrying the Protestant missionary with his Bibles, tracts, and "Good News". Palomo 

was with the Lutherans for at least seven years. 

FURNITURE. Chairs and benches were made to seat about 50 people. Work began with 

evangelistic meetings, then Sunday School and DVBS, day school, mid-week services, 

etc. Conferences were held with people from neighboring "veredas" attending. 

SANTA ANA. A revival meeting in Nestor Wilches' home resulted in open doors for 

visitation in homes. People asked questions, bought Bibles, wanted services, 

chapel, school - and so the work grew. Also went to Cocuy to visit the services 

there. 

In both Santa Ana and Carrizal the people built their own chapel without a 
--·---- --------·-- ~- ·' -~- .. .>•-·"---~--~.,----··-~--~-----. 

cent of !=t_~~R.._:t:!'?Il_l :t;l_le .. Mission. 

COCUY. Pantale6n Meneses1first-fruit of their labors, Cried to the Lord in the 

fields to forgive his sins. Meetings held on the "mesa" - picnics, melcochas; 

played ball and people from all around peeked over the "mesa" to watch but didn 1 t 

dare come play. Pantale6n invited them to come play. Gradually they came. In this 

way much of the fanaticism was broken down. 

Julif;,~O, 1941. 80-100 people at the "Mesa". Many came from Carrizal, Santa Ana, 

Primavera, Cocuy. That night about 30 stayed over night with the Larsons before 

returning to their homes. A meeting was held at the Mission Home that night. 

After service several men entered (See Alma 1 s writeup in "The Clarion" on it). 

Colombian young men in the Cocuy area distributed literature, invited to 

services, preached the Gospel. 
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sPADING FOR CHRIST IB CX>IOMBIA 

While the spade is among the humblest of tools, it has always been 8Ul"Z'O'D%1ded in 
my thinld.ng by a certain nobility. Perhaps this is mostly due to the influence whioh a 
ditoh-digging misdon81'7 had UpOn the earl7 formatiw years of 1\V lite. It vas the 
Tenerable J'ens Dixen (the handle of whose spade is taid to have been grooved by the grip 
of his bon.y fingers) whom God used to interest me ia foreign missions. While modern 
equipment has largely replaoed the spade in the ear~ving business, nothing has been 
f'o6Dd to replace the difficult a.M often unnoticed lfgging which goea into the building 
and planting of Ood • 1 ltingdom on earth. • •••• 

A decade and a halt ago a amaU group ot vallaat• tree-lancing Lutheran• began to 
dig themaelvee into the mountains of l3oyac4. in the •rtheaatern part of ColoDlbb. l3ravely 
thq wielded the ~ ot the Spirit and generoua]7 eoved the Good Seed• autfering bard
ship, sickness and death. one ot these consecrated pioneers lies burried in the historic 
soil of :Boyaoa; soil that silent~ keeps the secreta am guards the bones of the ancient 
Chibohas and is still trodden by the feet of their descendants; soil claimed by the sword 
of the proud Spanish conquistadores; soil that drank the blood ot the heroic liberators 
ot five free nations. 

It is in this soil that we are still digging t1ae trenches, the foundations and the 
fields of' God's Xingdom in this beautifttl land so bHchted by that perversion of the 
Gospel which was imposed. upon the indigenous peoples here by the Jesuits under the thru.st 
of' the Spanish conquest. · 

When the first missionaries called by the ELC and the t1ELC arrived on the field in 
1944, the above-mentioned independent Lutheran mieatan had already founded eight or nine 
congregations or groups of believers and a :Sible SchDol during the years when Evangelical 
work could be done with considerable liberty in :S~. These faithful brethren had begun 
an enormous task and were struggling ahead UDier gnat handicaps and ehortage of workers. 
With reinforcements from our mission it was possible to place resident missionaries in 
four strategic towns, atatf the :Sible School, and open a nev miaaion station in the 
eapi tal of :Soyaea. Scattered groups of believers VSE'e aeld.ng for regular services and 
resident missionaries, national pastors and teachers. 'l'hese latter were being trained 
in the :Sible School. Four rustic chapels had been lluilt by national Christiana. (!hree 
of these were built before Lutherans came to ~ while i tinenmt Presbyterian mis
sionaries and :Sible colporteurs traversed thia regiaa..) Vast areas, where the Gospel 
was practical.ly "11!llalovn, 1q open betore us. It vu a time which promised progress. 

!hen began the time of' reverses and bitter peracution vhieh has taken a heavy toll 
in the1110rk so well begun. Even before our Mission assumed responsibility tor the field 
in 1946, another of' our missionaries had laid down Jaer life for Christ in Colombia. A 
change in government took place in that same year vld.ch led to the ensuing desperate 
politico-religious struggle which still prevails in the country. 

Nevertheless, God granted us a short time of fm1 ttul work before the storm of per
secution broke upon us in full force. A missionary vas able to establish residence with 
hia family in our main center on the Plains and thus supervise the work all through the 
lowlands extending northeast to Venezuela along the Arauoa river. World.ng with the mis
sionary were two national evangelists and tvc teachers. A promisin& new station was also 
opened in a small mountain town where property was 'llought which served as home for the 
mislionary as well as chapel. LUtheran work was al.eo begun in l3ogoti, the national 
ca.Pital.' The latter, though contemplated for years. Came ae a direct result of the 
persecution which forced us out of our main center In :Bo,.aca where the mission IliA 
~ired its own property for l3ible School, residences and church. 

Counting all Protestant denominations here, we are still but a mere handful of 
•salt" sprinkled throughout the land. Yet Roman priests everywhere found it their duty 
to preach incessantly against us as though we·~ere tb.e black plague itself. The JIW)st 
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absurd and scandalous stories were invented by thne 11holy fi!Lthera". As a result, 
friendly neighbors new avoided us. Open-mouthed children (some of whom used to plq . 
with ours) stared at us. One ventured to ask. "Ia it really true that you eat children?" 
Groups of peasants on the street corners hissed and spat and growled out threata ot 
burning and atoning as we paaaed. We becae the object of the moat inf&Jit)us slander 
and occasionally of stone-hurling in the streets. Ano~sly written threats of 
violence were received. !he ·persecution vhioh had been aporadic !lOY became gener•l 
and organized. Repeated sto~ ot our homes, acboola and meetiD£ plaoea became common. 
Several believer• were imprisoned& oth,rs ld.Ued.. One ot our missionaries vas .iJa. 
prisoned upon paasil'lg through a fanatical town on ~e vq to his home, and shamefully 
treated in a manner not fitting to describe here. (There are members of other missions 
who have suffered. \fOrse atfronta than we.) Three ot our J'lll"al chapels and. two mis
sionary- homes have been ·deatro,..a, and all of our pr1111ar7 echoola. Entire cong,recationa 
were routed and ac».ttered by priest-incited •b• 14to lett in their vaa the si!Dlderi:ng 
ruins of ~ a peace-loving country" home wheN we had often enJoyecl Chriatian fellow
ship and the friendl.T 11coffee•t1me11 • Local authorlt1ea provecl indifferent or power-
leas against the etibtle pressure of eccleataatical demago~ea. 

It baa not been easy to adjust· ourselves to these discouraging ciroumstancea. Yet, 
the believers have proved staunch through it all. some have been able to return to 
their communities. Othera have settled in new areas, and thus the Goapel haa been 
spread. To one of these new groups a teacher has been sent this year. In another 
comrmmi ty where it has been impossible to conduct a school openly, a clandestine school 
has been carried on in six different homes, the teacher (a local farmer) visiting one 
home each dq ~ 

Missionaries have tried through letters to encourage believers in these eolDIIWlities 
where vis1 ts from them -would only mean renewed perse4ution. 

A little over a year 8I!P an assault vas made before datbreak on two homes of one 
of our JIW)St outstanding Christian families. 'lwo brothers were dragged from their beds, 
brutally treated and imprisoned. A third, attempting to escape, fell 1.Ulder rine fire. 
The :funeral service was conducted by a fourth brother, a graduate of our ~ible School, 
who arrived at his home a fw hours dter the tragedy. Over two hundred people were 
present, including members of the armed. forces. Beighbors who hlild formerly been hostUe 
were deeply impressed.by the powerfUl demonstration of calm faith in the hope of eternal 
life, and by the sincerity with which these brethren prayed, even for their enemies. 
A humble believer whose home had earlier been demlished and whose life was sought, came 
out of hiding that dq to give an ardent message of Witorioua Christian faith and coll'lfort. 

Even though 1 t has been impossible for these Chriatians to gather for services or 
even an occasional :prqer meeting, their llves have preached the Living Word. Enemies 
have become friends; persecutors Cuistian witnesses. 

Meanwhile, the missionaries have concentrated their efforts in the cities. Groups 
of Christians gather in various parts of the capital for l31ble classes and Sunday School. 
A fine piece of property has been purchased in a good location and plans ~e under vrq 
for the cons_truct1on of a central church in l3ogot4. T'WD of our E"tallgtlists are 210v 
beginning their second year of' theological study in !uenos Aires, Argentina. One of 
them, Pausanias Wilches, is supported by the IAlther League of the lJ!:W. Their vacation. 
~ntha were given to evangelistic work on the Lutheran field in !olivia. A third 
evangelist, one of the above-mentioned brothers, vas to have entered seminary this year, 
but could not leave partly for lack of an important document which vaa stolen when he 
was imprisoned a year ago. · 

I t I :r 



Spading tor Christ in Cololllbia 3· 

A new mission station vas opened a year ago Ia Medell!n. the secoDd city o:t Colombia. 
'J.'ranslat!.on ot Christian literature trom Sca.ndina'd.an and English into Spanish is done 
by the Jliiaeionarin in charge, together' with Cololltian translators. Th.q are nov 
also in charge of the l'outh Center which vas manapd by a Lutheran layman whom God 
has effectively used to :toum. an important '«)rk a~mng the university students of thts 
city. A group of them come to the Center :tor bi-weldy l31ble classes, ping pong and 
:tellowahip. S1.x ot them are receiving catechetical. instruction. Two were recentlY 
confirmed in the Lutheran faith. One of these is JIOV study1ng at our Bible School in 
l3ogot4 and teaching seoul.ar aul>Jecte part-time at that school. !he other has been 
awarded a university scholarship and will speciallH in laDgUage studT which will 
improve his ability as a translator. 

In TunJa we also have a student center in cosectlon vi\h our lliaaion. ant'. one 
ia to be opened in !ogot£. Rot a little intereat t.n the Proteatant message has been 
avakened in Colombia during thia time of peraecu\ten. Articles by leadi~tg Colombian 
thinkers frequentlY appear in the dail.y papers def"end.ing the Protestant cause. !hey 
are in turn usually antntered by Roman priests who seem to be more concerne4 about the 
presence of a few Protestants than about the fact that Communism ia thriving especiall.T 
well under the conditions which the Roman Church Jlae created here. !'hey have apparently 
overlooked the fact that it is in nations largely Protestant where Commu.niam has had 
the least success. 

Aa we write, a new phase of this debate bura\a out in the headlines: Certain 
Roman Catholics have presented a petition to the American EDibassador 1n :Bogotl. (who, 
incidentally, is a Presbyterian), asking him to intervene against the "Protestant 
propaganda" which is termed an 11insul t to the Catholic fai th11 • Under a good deal of 

apple-polishing appears what allt)unts to a threat- •:aave them quit it, or else •••• • 
It is difficult to predict the outcome. PeraecuUon o:t Protestants may be intensified. 
:But there is at the same time clear evidence of a strong and wholesome urder-current 
of reaction en the part of thinking Colombian Catholics aol non-Catholics against this 
Roman bigotry. 'J.'he Gospel offers them salvation by faith, Uberty of conscience and 
freedom from an oppressive clerical system. God give us wisdom, patience and love as 
we continue quietly to make knovn this glorious tru.th of liberty fi'Om sin in Christ 
Jemsl 

l!:!£ for us! 1!!:£ :tor Colouibial 

-Arnt eld C. Morek 



CONFERENCE DEVO'riONAL rop IOS 

January, 1947: Individual topics by various missionaries. 

J'u.ly, 1947: II II II II 

Janua.ry, 1948: 11The R~e Which is Set :Before Us 11 

1. Introduction, '!'he Race, 
2. The Witnesses 
3· Running with Patience, 
4. The Sin Which Doth so 

b.y Arnfeld Morek 
by Gerhard Ostrem 
by Irene Thoresen 

Easily Beset Us 
5· looking Unto Jesus 

by Roy Malde 
by Virginia Antonsen 

Januacy, 1949: 11The Christian Combat", Eph. 6:10-20 

1. Introduction to theme, Quanrud 
2. The Enemy" ( vs.ll-12), Mendenhall 
3· The Arm:ror (vs.l3-17), Johan Bergh 
4. The Weapon (v. 17), Helen Danielson 
5· HcY-:tg, WSgewthe l3'a~tle'~(v~·,J.~), Joe Walla. 

January, 1950: 11Have Faith in God 11 , Mark 11:22 

1. Intro.: ''What is Fai th? 11 , Roy Malde 
2. The Faith that Saves, Elizabeth Heerde 
3· Faith, the Word and Prayer, Joseph Walla 
4. Faith in Service, Helen Danielson 
5· Faith and Praise, Belva Nerlien 

6. Faith and Patience, Johan Bergh 
7. Victorious Faith, Val borg Torkelson 
8. Faith til Jesus Comes Theo. Mendenhall 

January, 1951: 

Chapter 1, 
Chapter 2, 
Chapter 3, 
Chapter 4, 

Colossians 

Quanru.d 
Morek 
Olson 
Danielson 

Januacy, 1952: I Timothy 
Ch. 1:1-17 & 5:)-16- Intro., l'rt..iller 
Ch. 1:18-2:15 & 5:)-16, Torkelson 
Ch. ):1-1), 4:1-16 & 5:1,2,17-25- Ostrem 
Oh. 6 - Joyce 3ergh 



I 
.I Conference Devotional Topics 

-· ! 
/ 

January, 19~3: 11 Chapters from Jeremiah11 

Chapter 1 - Olger Quanrud 
Chapter 2 - Eelva Nerlien 
Chapter 8 - G. Ostrem 
Chapter 26 - E. Heerde 
Chapter 36 - H. Olson 

\ 



OONF.ImENCE OOMMITTEES 

~ MN.ls ID~i~ Outings e 1947 Alma Larsen ) 
Irene Thoresen ) January ' 
Elizabeth Heerde) 

1947 Virginia Antonsen ) J'uly Alma Larsen 
Ella Morek ) Hildur Morek 

1948 Opal Olson Joyce Bergh 
Helen Danielson IJ ' Virginia Antonsen Helene Ostrem 

lfl/8' ~f'f-f 8 . !Wk , (t~) 
v ' 

1949 Selma Malde Phoebe Q;uanrud 
Belva Nerlien The Moreks Delores Mendenhall 

1950 Alice Walla ' :Belva Nerlien Anita :Bergh 
Joyce :Bergh • Helen Danielson Valborg Torkelson 

19~ Phoebe Quanrud Elizabeth Heerde 
Valborg Torkelson None Alice Walla 

·{,.-

1952 Helene Ostrem .None e Elizabeth Heerde None 

1953 Hildur l-1orck None Opal Olson 
Helen Danielson Joyce :Bergh 



e. 

ELECTIONS 

January, 1950 

Superintendent - Roy l.falde 
Vice, superintendent - Joseph W~lla 
Secretary - Johan ]ergh 
Treasurer- Theo. Mendenhall 

Quanrud - Ex. Committee for 3-year term 
Ostrem - 11 11 11 1-year term 

July, 1951 

Olger Q.uanrud replaces John Bergh as Secretary 

January, 1951 

Vice-Superintendent - MOrek 
Treasurer - Olson 
Ex. Conunittee, 3-year term - Olson 

·Janu.ary, 1952 

Vice Superintendent - Ostrem {3-year term) 
Executive Committee - Ostrem (3-year term) 

January, 1953 

Superintendent - MOrek 
Vice-Superintendent - Ostrem 
Secretary - Olger Quanrud 
Treasurer - Harold Olson 
Executive Committee - Helen Danielson (tt replace Q,uanrud.) 



COLOMBIA, SOUTH AMERICA 

by Rolf A. Syrdal 
Executive Secretary 

Division of World Mission 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Mission work by our Church was begun in South America as awakened interest 
toward this country was manifested within the Church. At the General Convention of 
the ELC in 1942 a resolution was passed that investigation be made toward the pos-
sible beginning of such work and in the Spring of 1943 two representatives, Dr. J.E. 
Gronli and Dr. A.S. Burgess made an extensive tour of the continent in an attempt to 
locate a field. Various possibilities were presented to the Board of Foreign Missions 
and on their recommendation the Board of Trustees of the Church authorized the beginning 
of the enterprise. 

Agreement was reached with the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, who had also 
been interested in South America, that we unite our efforts. Calls were issued to 
Pastors Hans Thoresen and H.L. Olson of our Mission, and Arnfeld Morek of the UELC. 
They proceeded to Mexico for language study and observation in the fall of 1943 in 
anticipation of entering our new field as soon as arrangements could be completed. 
The original thought was to begin work in Northern Argentina, but government regula
tions precluded the entrance of any new mission organizations. At that time an inde
pendent Lutheran mission called the Celmosa Mission, at work in Colombia, found them
selves to be short of personnel and in financial straits. At their request it was 
agreed that the missionau~proceed to Colombia and assist in the work for one year 
with the understanding that during this time Celmosa would be able to build up its 
personnel in order to properly care for the field. Our missiona~entered Colombia 
in the fall of 1944 and at the end of the year when the Celmosa staff was found to be 
decreased by one worker, rather than increased, the suggestion was made that the 
churches take over the entire field. 

Negotiations with the Celmosa Mission Organization in America came to no agree
ment. The Executive Committee approved but the special business meeting of the entire 
Celmosa Association defeated the proposition, even though a resolution was drawn up 
by the missionaries November 27, 1945, requesting that the field be turned over to 
the two church bodies concerned. Finding it inadvisable to have two competing mis
sions in the same country, our missionaries were instructed to find a new field in 
another country. While they were on a tour of investigation it became increasingly 
evident to the Celmosa missionaries in the Celmosa Association that they were unable 
to bear the full responsibilities of their mission field. At the annual meeting of 
the Mission, September 3-5, 1946, it was decided by them to offer the entire field to 
the two churches for their joint mission. This offer was placed before the Board of 
Foreign Missions October 1, 1946, and official transfer of the mission was made as 
of that date. 

The ELC and UELC Mission Boards offered to accept all missionaries on the field 
as members of the respective churches so they might continue as missionaries on the 
field. This was accomplished, with the exception of one family, and the work continued 
unhampered. Additional missionaries were sent and an immediate effort was made to 
extend the work. 

The field of the joint mission lies in the provinces of Boyaca and Arauca, north 
and northeast of the capital city of Bogota. Boyaca is a mountainous area• of our 
mission stations, lying at altitudes varying from 8,500 to 10,000 feet. Arauca is 
the large plains area, averaging around 1,000 feet altitude and stretching out 
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towards Venezuela. There are about 750,000 people for which we are responsible, all 
nominally Catholic but many of them unchurched and without regular contact with the 
priests. This is especially true of the Arauca area, where there is also little op
portunity for education of the children. 

Our main mission centers were Tunja, Duitama, Soata, El Cocuy, and La Aguada. 
Besides these centers where missionary personnel were located, other strong Protestant 
communities sprang up that in turn became centers for their particular area. 

The work in Colombia was originally begun in 1936 by Miss Myrtle Nordin and 
Miss Marie Thompson under the Celmosa Mission. Additional missionaries were sent, 
including the Rev. and Mrs. Gerhard Ostrem, and the Rev. and Mrs. Olger Quanrud 
who are still active on the new mission field. Most of the stations were begun by 
the Celmosa Mission, some of them being transferred to this group by the Presbyterian 
Mission. There has, however, been a shifting of mission stations and centers because 
of the rabid anti-Protestant agitation carried on by the Catholic church and exercised 
by its influence through the government. Soata was the first of the mission stations 
to be closed but general persecution soon broke forth against all Protestants in 
the country. After a very promising beginning marking rapid growth, our missions 
found it necessary to withdraw missionaries from the interior area and to be regrouped 
in the city of Bogota. 

During six years of persecution the Protestant church in Colombia has grown by 
fifty-one per cent. Most of the evangelicals (Protestants) have suffered severe 
testing of their faith. Many have been killed. Great numbers have lost all property 
as they have been attacked by mobs directed by priests and police. Most of our 
property and the property of the Colombian Lutheran Church has been destroyed. The 
only mission buildings saved intact and where periodic visits of missionaries have 
been possible is Duitama. New work was begun in Bogota and in Medellin. Most of the 
work in Medellin has been the production of Christian literature and work among the 
students of the universities. In Bogota we have gathered together the refugees 
entering the city from the rural areas as a nucleus for developing a congregation. 
It is now worshipping in a well situated church building. 

Recent agreements between the government and the Vatican exclude all Protestant 
schools and mission activity in the "mission territories". This ruling applies to 
three-fourths of our mission field and is applicable especially to Arauca. With this 
agreement in force, the rest of the country is theoretically open again to Protestant 
occupation. Practically, however, there are continued incidents of active persecution 
wherein Protestants are attacked and Protestant property destroyed. 

In spite of the difficulties, there has been a great deal of encouragement in 
the work in Colombia because of the splendid attitude of the young evangelicals as 
they have gone through their trials. There has been practically no loss of member
ship because of hardship and danger. There has, on the other hand, been a strengthen
ing of the faith and a growing persistence in witness for the Christ. Christian 
leaders are being prepared for Colombia in the Bible Institute conducted by our 
mission. First located in Duitama, it is now located in its own buildings in Bogota. 
Here teachers and evangelists are trained and three graduates have gone from this 
institute to a theological seminary to be trained for the Holy Ministry. This school 
continues to gather young evangelicals together for study in the Word of God and for 
training as leaders in the indigenous church. 

--Copied from "Lutheran World Missions", 1954, 
Editor - Andrew S. Burgess 



Geographic and ethnic features 

FACTS 0 N 0010 MBIA 
1!-C- mo HJ( 

Colombia lies to the extreme northwest of South America, and touches Panama, 

Venezuela, Brazil, Peru Blid. Ecuador. The only country of this continent whose shores 

e.re washed by two oceens, it has 1,109 miles of coastline, 641 on the Caribbean Sea 

a.nd 468 on the Pacific Ocean. Its :principal seaports are Cartagena, Barranquilla and 

:Bu.enaventura. Bogota, its capital of 650,000 :people, sprawls on a.n inland plateau 

a mile and three-quarters above sea level. 

The fourth largest of South America's ten republics, Colombia has an estimated 

area of 4399 928 square miles - somewhat larger than the total area of the States of 

California, Oregon, Washington and Nevada. 

With a total population of nearly 12,000,000, about 27 people live on each 

square mile. However, for a truer picture of the density of population, it should 

be remembered that ll1 35?,618 live in the 16 !departa.mentos11 (states) which comprise 

less than ha,lf of Colombia's total area, vhile onl~ an estimated 283,968 people 

live in the vast tropical expanses of the unincorporated 11 intendencias" and 11 comisarias". 

Most densely po:pula.ted are the valleys and :plateaus of the three Andean munta.in 
/ft.U1·'l.) 

ranges that· sprawl through the west central part, rising to heights of 10,000 to 

14,000 feet. Of Colombia's population, an estimated seven per cent are :pUPe Indians 

from 398 tribes, five :per cent are pure negroes, twenty :per cent are pure whites, and 

68 per cent are a miXture of these races. Colombia has no race :problem. 

The Magdalena River {Colombia's Mississippi), fed by 500 tributaries, winds 

northward for over 1,000 miles to the Caribbean and is navigable for 825 miles. Other 

great rivers flow into the Orinoco and Amazon systems. 

Climate throughout Colombia varies, according to altitude, from tropical on the 

coasts and interior lowlands to temperate and cold in the mountains. 

Natural resources and industry 

Colombia is the second largest coffee producer in the world. Other important 

products are: bananas, sugar, cattle, petroltum, textiles, emeralds, gold and iron. 

The vast mineral wealth of Colombia has only begun to be exploited. The steel 

industry springing up at the recently opened mines of Paz de R!o has caused that 
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area to boom and will bring about significant changes in the department (state) of 

:Boyaca. 

Religious features 

The most important indigenous culture of Colombia was that of the sun-worshipping 

Chibchas upon the ruins of which was superimposed, in the Spanish colonization, a 

Roman Catholic culture which had not so much as felt the impact of the Reformation. 

Thus, the religious environment is quite different from that of :North America, whose 

colonizers brought with them from northern Europe the open :Bible, the cleansing fires 

of the Re:Jlorma.tion and a personal faith in the Risen Christ. 

Excepting a small number of Protestants and Jews, and the uncivilized tribes, 

mst of which live along the Colombian headwaters of the Amazon, it can be said that 

nearl,y all Colombians are nominal Roman Catholics. However, it would be fairly safe 

to say that only about 3j~ are active in the practice of that religion, the perclent~e 
of men being lower than this, and that of women higher. 

:Nearly a century ago the Presbyterians made their first beginnings of missionary 

work in Colombia. Today 23 different Protestant mission organizations are working 

here, in nearly all parts of the country. 

The C:EDEC (Evangelical Federation of Colombia) census committee reports a 

Protestant communicant membership of 12,000 which represents an increase of 51% 

during the persecution years of 1948 to 1953. During this period, 43 Protestant 

churches were destroyed and 52 Protestant church members died as martyrs. 110 Protest. 

prima.ry' schools were closed, despite the fact that over half of the Colombian children 

between ? and 14 years are not in school. !oday over 50,000 Colombians and about 
{P r- off' s-1 et 11i: ) 

?r:J) foreigners atten~/religious services each week. The total Protestant con-

stituency is estimated at over 100,000 people. These figures do not include the 

Colombian islands of San Andres and Providencia whose ? ,500 people are nearly all 

Protestant. 
,/ { ~. ' ' . 1 
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Lutheran beginnings 

A decade end a half ago a small group of valiant, free_a:afielfig Lutherans began 

to dig themselves into the mountains of Boyaca, in the northeastern part of Colombia. 

Bravely they wielded the Sword of the Spirit and generously sowed the Good leed, 

suffering hardship, sickness and death. One of these consecrated pioneers lies 

buried in the historic soll of Boyaca; soil that silently keeps the secrets and ~tards 

the bones of the ancient Chibchas and is still trodden by the feet of their descendents; 

soil claimed by the sword of the proud Spanish conquistadores; soil that dranl: the 

blood of the heroic liberators of five free nations. 

It is in this soil that we are still digging the trenches, the foundations and 

the fields of God's Kingdom in this beautiful land so blighted by that perversion of 

the Gospel which was imposed up(fn the indigenous peoples here by the Jesuits under 

the thrust of the Spanish conquest. 

When the first missionaries called by the ELC and the UELC arrived. on the field ...,.; / 
/z::f_('(_J !J.-- -~-~ 

in 1944, the above-mentioned independent Lutheran mission had already :timnded ei~t 

or nine ooa~ttoazsa» groups of believers and a Bible School. With reinforcements 

from our mission it was possible to place resident missionaries in four strategic 

towns, staff the Bible School, and open a new mission station in the capital of Boyac~. 

Scattered groups of believers were asking for regular services and resident missionaries, 

national pastors and teachers. These latter were being trained in the Bible School. 

Fbur rustic chapels hRd been built by national Christians. Vast areas, where the 

Go~el was practicall,y unknown, la.v open before us. It was a time which promised 

progress. 

Then began the time of reverses and bitter persecution which has taken a heav,r 

toll in the work so '"ell begun. Even before our Mission assumed responsibility for 

the field in 1946, another of our missionaries had laid down her life for Christ in 

e Colombia. A change in government took place in that same year which led to desperate 

politico-religious struggle which still prevails in the countr~. 
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Nevertheless, God granted us a short time of fruitful work before the storm of 

persecution broke upon us in full force. A missionary was able to establish residence 

with his family in our main center on the Plains and thus supervise the work all through 

the lowlands extending northeast to Venezuela along the Arauca River. Working with 

the missionary w~re two national evangelists and two teachers. A promising new station 

was also opened in a small 100untain town where property- was bought which served as 

home for the missionary as well as chapel. Lutheran work was also begun in Bogota, the 

national capital. The latter, though contemplated for years, came as a direct result 

of the persecution which forced us out of our main center in Boyaca(where the mission 

had acquired its own property for Bible School, residences and church. ) 

Then the persecution which had been sporadic became general and organised. 

Repeated stonings of our homes, schools and meeting places became common. Several 

believers were imprisoned; others killed. 'i'J of our rural chapels and two .... 

missionary homes have been destroyed p.nd all our primary schools closed. Entire 

congregations were routed and scattered by priest-incited mobs who left in their 

wake the smoldering ruins of many a peace-loving country home~..,.ttet e mil!! el&ii&J.iss "had 

~Qtt~?t,;7~~:~~~~"e' ~.. Local authorities 

proved indifferent or nowerless against the subtle pressure of ecclesiastical de~gue! 

It has not been easy- to adjust to these discouraging circumstances. Yet, the 

believers have proved staunch through it all. Some have been able to return to their 

communities. Others have settled in new areas, and thus tl_!,e Cfspel has been spread. 

Though unable to meet for worship, their 11 ves hA.v~:-£-{~~ Word. Enemies have 

become friends; persecutors Christian witnesses. 

Missionaries have tried through letters to encourage believers in these communities 

where visits from them would only mean renewed persecution. Meanwhile, the.y have 

concentrated their efforts in the cities, gathering the refugees from the country 

and making new ~ontacts. 

Now a growing congregation worships in our beautiful and strategically located 

church in Bogota. 

Our Instituto l3:fblico-Cultural continues its important work of training teachers 



Facts on Colombia 

and evangelists. 

Two young men who were recently graduated from Concordia Seminary in Buenos Aires 

have returned to their native Colombia and are preaching the Word to their countrymen. 

Five more aspirants to the ministry are now either study-ing or doing practical work in 

education or evangelism. Another young man is employed as translator. Some of these 

are a direct fruit of our student work. 

MUch emphasis is placed on producing Spanish-Lutheran literature, for evangelism 

and Christian education. Several important works have been published or are about to be. 

Others are being translated. 

Field staff 

Our present staf~ consists of 14 foreign missionaries (counting missionary wives), 

six Colombian pastors and e~elists, and _____ Colombian teachers. 

Hopes of tomorrow 

The time of persecution has proved a means of testing and purging. New life is 

evident in some of the places where indifference and. factions h8.d retarded the work. 

Eager listeners crowd into the patios of country homes to hear the preaching of the 

Word after four years of interruptio~; some are hearing the Gospel for the first time. 

Believers are eager to rebuild destroyed chapels and schools. 

Even though the present government has not shown itself favorable to Protestant 

activity, it has put a stop to the civil war and is striving to bring the country back 

to normal conditions. This has lessened tension and facilitates our work. There are 

man._v believers in Casanare which is part of the so-called II Mission terri toriesll, where 

the Roman Church has been able to implement a government prohibition of Protestant 

public worship 8lld primary schools. Nevertheless, we are hopeful of furthering the work 

there by home visitation and nersonal evangelism. These hopes also include the rebuilding 

of devastated areas and the opening of new work in industrial cities and country places. 

We have been made more than ever aware of the fact that the progress of God's 

Kingdom does not depend upon man but upon the !)OWer of His Word. 
11And were the world with d_evils filled all watching to dewur us, our souls to fear 

we need not yield, they cannot overpower us: Their dreaded prince no mre can harm us 
as of yore; his rRge "'e can endure, for lo J his doom is sure, a word shall overthrow him. 11 
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. . ..... , ~/ OUR LUTHERAN WITNESS TO LATI11 XMERICANS ' \ l · ..... \ ... ,,/ 
, '-; l . ., \/ ( P~p .. ,.. fH?.stNt-hd', -~ tl. f!~ c_. (Yto rd<: tt:r +k.L. , ) -~..~: ~ '!.. 

"-I~~ StU(T;.d LJ:rlAL-"'..(W(.. (!~ J "'fefHJ{'<'/1~1 J3/-a.2..1/, ' 41t•· Having often been asked why we Should carry on miesionary work in pre- . 
dominantly Roman Catholic countries, I have purposely stated the theme in th1s 
way, for I believe· that. we have·a witness not only in Latin America but also 
to Latin Americans. Thus stated, the theme invo~ves-a missionary challenge$ 

The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 knows no boundaries. But there 
are those who sincerely fear that by doing direct missionary work in a "~a
tholic2 countr,y we are in conflict with the principle expressed by the f1r~t 
great Christian ,..rorld missionar,y: "Thus ·making it ~ ambition to preach the 
Gospel, nnt where Christ has been named, lest I build on another man's foun· 
dati on" (Rom. 15:20). 

Lat me say at the outset that it denends on what we understand by the 
phrase 11where Christ has been na.med". It also depends greatly upon the nature 
of the local approach, be it among Protestants or Catholics •. 

Notwithstanding ita lamentable distortion of the Gospel, we reoognize 
Roman Catholicism as a part of Christendom and hence do not rebaptize con
verts who come to us from that faith. We discard only that which is in open 
conflict with the Word of God and all that tends to focus the devotion of 
the bcl:i.ever on things and persona other than Christ~ While we regard the Ro
man system as antichriatian; we do not necessarily infer that Roman Catholic 
believers are not Christians. 

While we confess that the church exists where·the Gospel is rightly 
~taught and the sacraments are rightly administered, we also admit its existen
~oe in the midst of error and apathy throughout Christ~ndom. The church's true 

manifestation is seen in direct proportion ttf the fidelity with \\rhich the 
great commission of Christ is carried out. 

No Lutheran will deny that this true manifestation of the churCh exists 
in so limited a form within the pale of Romanism as to make it extremely dif
ficult for the individual to come to the true faith in Crhsit as the otil~ 
and all-sufficient Savior of man. We need only think of the difficult and 
tempestuous struggle through which Luther pass~d before finding rest in the 
assurance of justification by faith. In that struggle the Reformation has 
ita origin. - -

The reason for the Reformation is the same reason which necessitates the 
Evangelical missionary 'lh'itness in Latin America today. To deny this need and 
our reponaibili ty for tlie Roman Ca.tholic "'orld is to deny that the Reforma
tion has justifiable. We need not apologize for the historical aspect of 
our existence. vle trace our origin cl13ar'Ly and directly back through the 
ecumenical creeds to the apostolic churc.h and ita Divine Fom:1.der. And even 
in speaking of denominations or the existing divisions 'lh'i thin present-day 
Christendom, 'lh'e are about a genet·ation older than the Roman Catholic Church. 
As a denomination, we date from Augsburg, 1530; the Boman Catholic Church 
fjom Trent, 1545-63. If the reformation was juatif~able ln the 16th century, 
ita message is not only justifiable _but urgently needed iD the twenti~ 
century when 'lf.re face hot only the errors so tehacioualy defended at Trent, but 
also those of the subsequent dogmas, each one of which militates against 

• some important phase of our faith in Christ as Savior and Lord' and consist en-:
. tly diverts the devotion of, the individual from dhrist to Mary. Since Trent, 
~omani~m has increasi~gly become less Christian and more Marian. This trend 
lA obvloua even to the casual observer of Latin American Rommnism. Even in 
the observance of Ascension Da(f, Cornua Chri ati, and the Sacred Heart, 1f.rhen 
one would expect that Christ should be the object of honor and devotion,it 
is Ma-ry· ,.rho 11 steals the thunder". 

Not only in the spiritual but in the social application of the Gospel 
has Rom~nism proved inadequate in Latin America. Illiteracy, intolerance ~nd 
injuet:i.ce cxi(lt ir. pro~ortion~ that ane a too eloquent commentarYi on the four 
Cl"lr..tu:rieA of un5.tl':ped ed Roma.n Catholic S'lh'ay in this continent. Let'me ref!')::: i..o 
a. !'c,,r practiccl P..epects of this problem as seen in Colombia: 1 
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oum LUYHERAN WITNEss T~TilT Al!ffiRICANs ( 2) 

With Colombia's population at about 12,000,000, 2,800,000 Colombian 
adults are illiterate, and 1,400,000 of Colombia's 2 1 331,286 children 
between the agr.s of ? and 14 years are not in school for lack of facilities 
to educate them.Only one out of every 100 children in the rtiral areas who 
start primar,y school reaches the fourth year of instruction, In spite of 
these figures (taken from the I-1ay 21, 1954, issue of "El Tiempo", Colombia's 
J.ee.dir.g daily), 110 Protestant schools remain clos~d on the Colombian mai:n
lq,nd.. Contrasted 'lh'ith this are the Islands of San Andres and Providene;ia 
( 'Jolom."'bian terri tory in the Caribbean) with almost complete li teraiJY ill epi te 
of more adverse economic circumstances• The inhabitants are at least 85% 
Protestant. 

'While the Catholic hierarchy here insists that Colombia is not a "mission 
field" (for Protestants), the Colombian government eigne a concordat 'lhrith 
the Vat5.c~.n in which nearly 3/4 of the country 1 s area is designated as 
"Mission Te-rri tory" v.rhere the Roman Catholic Church enjoys the exclusive 
right to ed.uco.te and where severe restrictions are plaoed u-pon Protestant 
'lh1orship. This, in spite of the scarcity of Roman priests in this area. 11 For 
this vast region, 331,000 square miles, containing 1,064,000 people, there 
are 200 Roman Catholic mission!:\.ry prj.ests. This means tho.t each priest m.uet 
ov·ersee an area of 1,660 square miles of difficult terre.in in \\rhich there 
lives/an average of 5 1 323 persons 11 (CE.'Dl!!C Bulletin N1l 12, Nov.30,1953). 

It should be borne in mind that the concordat and the clerical formula 
on religious tolerance, as accepted by a vote of 8 against 6 in the committee 
on constitutional studies, stand in shr'lrp conflict \\ri th the declarations of 
religious liberty of the United Nation~ ~nd the Organization of American 
States, both of ,.,hich are subRcrii'Jed. +.o by Colombia.. Th.i.s discrepancy is 
explained by the official Roman Catholic position on religious liberty; na
mely, that of accepting religious libert1r according to Protestant principles 
where Catholics are a minority and of denying the same freedom according to 
Catholic principles \\~ere Protestants are a. minority. 

While Lutherans in Germany open their churches and homes to Catholic 
pilgrims at a religious rally• 43 Protestant·churohes and chapels in Colom
bia are laid in ruins by priest•incited mobs, and 52 Colombian Protestants 
die as martyrs. · 

Luis E. Nieto Caballero, outstanding Colombian writer, concludes his 
recent powerful appeal for religious liberty v.ri th the following \\rords: 
11Tventy thousand'Proteatants in a country of 12 million Catholics ask to 
be O.lloved to live in peaoe, to worhio the Creator as they undAratand Him, 
\\rith the singing of their psalms, \\rith the reading of the Ne"r Tef3tament, 
with the preaching of 'lh'orks of mercy, "'i th the recital of the :Bea.ti tuties, 
with something equal to and at times superior to that which is said from the 
pulpits of Catholic Churches. · 

"Why don't we let tl'utm'? We ought to feel l:Lke brothers to them, in a 
Christian sense; or like friends, in a republican a.m. hu~na.n sense. HO\\' fre
quently, and in ho\\r many '\\rays are they not better than "'e!" (El TiGlliru2,, 
April 20, 1954). 

Let it be said once for all that our message is a positive preaching 
of the Word. We do not attack the Catholic faith from our pulpits, nor do 
we dir~ctly proselyte fai th:ful, p:rac-t;icing Catholics. The great maj ori ty('Of 
CoJ.omb1a.ns, even tho~1gh nominal Catholics, are not active in the voluntary 
practice of ths.t faith. Some ax·e definitely a.nti-Roman. It is especially 
to-v~CJ.rd this indifferent or anti-clerical majority that the Evangelical 
mesf3age has been directed. · 

NeRrly a century ago the Presbyterians made their first beginnings of 
miosionary work in Colombia. Today 23 different Protestant mission organi
~:;::.~.tior..s are working ··here, in nearly all pa.rts of the country. 
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OUR LUTHERAN WITNESS TO LATIN AMERICANS (3) ----·---
A The CEDEC· (Evangelical Federation of Colombia) Census Committee re
~orts a Protestant cotll.'Clunicant membership of 12,000, a. ~reekly attendance 

at religious services of over 50,000 Colombians and about ?50 forej.gners. 
It estimates the total Protestant constituency at over 100,000 pf1opJ.e. 

Lutheran Work had its beginning with a sssll group of independent Lu
theran missionaries ~rJ.1o came to Colombie. a d&OE•.de and a he.l t' age. :~·l~e:r had. 
g<-;.thered eight or nine groups of believers and opened a Bibls f:/J~'!ool. llth·;n 
the 'Present mission of the ELC and the UE.t,C became reeponr.ib1.e :~'c:: th~J :!·'i·:i.l.d 
in September of 1946. A change in government took place that r:c.m·J Y~H •.. r, .. ~.ru. ~h 
led to the desperate politico-religious str·uggle which still prf;va.:ls J..r. -;.;:::s 
country. In the persecution and civil '\o.ra.r which swept the countr;)" du::.·1.nt!; t::1e 
years of 1948 to 1953, most of these rural groups of Christian3 ,_.,,·e::.1 e s·;n~t·!;o-
red and their chapels destroyed, before they could be formally or~aai zetl 
into congregations. This fact, together ,._,i th our insistence upon ti.J'!.·oug·J·!, 
instruction for membership, exolains in -part the s2.all num"ber ( aiOJo:..1.t 30~)) of 
actual members on record. (The· number of- 11 sympathizers 11 wc.ulci be EH3Yel·<.:i.l 
times this number), It meant starting over again. In 1949 our Bil)le In::;~ i-
tute was moved to Bogota where our first service "'as held en Ea.ster Suna.ay 
of that year. Now a beautiful new chu:'ch has been built in the ca.pi tal '£he 
congregation has a confirmed embership ;J_f-Ji.ver 60 an~ an aver.a~e ~"t_n~tk 

~o_e'" Sun~,. 7. .:~';i. ~"AI~~~~ 
Our pr1sent staff consists of 14 foreign missionZies (counting missio- f 

nary wives), four Colombian pastors and evangelists, and five Colombie.n 
~cschers, The Colombian workers have been. trained ~n our "Insti tuto BibJ. ~co- ·• 
~ul tural". Two of them have completed sem1nary tra.1ning at Concordia Sem1na.- ' 

ry in Buenos Aires. A third, our delegate to this con~ention, i~ in hi~ 
secnnd. year of theology at the same s€ruinary. Another proapecti vs ca;1dido..te 
for the ministry is studying in the United States~ 

A literature committee operates on our field which has translated and 
published a number of important works, Much emphasis is put on this progrsm. 

We believe that the Lutheran Church with its solid foundation in the ~: 
Word of God, ita biblical position on the sacraments, and its ric~~eritage -~ 
of liturgy and hymnology is better equipped to meet the needs of ~name
rica than any other Protestant church. As Lutherans w~ feel conscience-bound 
not only to serve Lutherans of foreign extraction in Latin .America,but also 
to witness to the Latins themselves, I am not sure, however, that our.di
rect missionary apuroach will prove the most effective in the long run.When 
the congregations of European origin outgrow their present existence as fo
reign islands in Latin America and become an integral part of the· life of 
thi e continent, they will become a reost po\\rerful missionary force, 'Thia hope ' 
is borne cut by the history of Luter~nism in North America, where it is no t 
longer a "foreign churc!.l" and is no,_.,, r~ceiving into its· congregations.byt the~ 
th. m.u;~a.r.ds, the unchurched from all natione.l backgrounrlFJ, Incid.entally,there 1!· 
is (;m approximate gain of 4 ~a.tholics to our ranks; over· against on.e J.,u - · 
theran lost to the P..oman Church. vle do not seek t.hem out. They oottt.e to 1ua. · 
t;t~) not to be expected that the gains in Latin .America would be greater '! 

if our door is open ani if the ~oung -people EA.re ministered to in th~? la.ngua.-e ge of the land? . 

We are here to join hands from sea to sea, from north to south, in the 
common cause of a.n imperishable fa.i th. Ma.y G·od fire our souls '\o.ri th the undyi 
ing fervor of His love, 

Arnfeld a. Morek, 

• 1 
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B hS!IMllliO liVAliJBLIOO ~ • U AMIIliOA LAftll. / l. \ 
{F<e~ume.J<l cle. laS' /cl~-t.1' -e~pr-t.sA.d .. ,,u t!.~ e-1 cth-tj~'" IK-kf'~ ck. f7e+rctal/'rJ 

Ya ae, hsa'pu'hlta4oLDOtlc1aa aobre e1 ooqreto luteftl80 t'U at: aelebl'l ea Julie 

tel a.Bo.,en aur•• .en .. la c1udait te PetH~U.a1 . Bra.ai.l, o· eea la eegud.a aa&ll>lea ge

neral; que se ha Uewdo a cabo en eete oonUM!lte baJo loa Bllspicloa te 1a J'edera

c1on.lalt~. !tmd.l&l. .b1a1 tiei'On repre•etantea de totioe lOJ eurpoa ecledaaU

coe, hltebD6•,,flU .op~ en tedoa loa })~dan .tel oonttaeate, ..,. la OuraDa J'ran

cea-. ;-'e -~• ·tUp&tarioa 44t,nuntra UJ.eeia ea ~pa. loa ._,_... tfaiclo• ., 

· el -~~- llntre eatoe ... C:l,gvabaa el !W. ~- lflrms Lf.l.te, te Al.,..Ja, Jtrealdente 

te la J'e4eraal4n Luteraaa llm41al. e1 b. Ob1apo BU.• MalaiUfltt te lhleola, el nr. 

CaJ'l 3. l'DJI4 (lulat, eecratano eJecut1<te ·~!I 1a 7. J.. JC. F el Dr. 1\eva'lt v • ..--., 

aeordarto eJecmtlto tel eo'llli ' ' para Aalrf.oa iaU. de la f. S.. 1.• a CQD Cftf!IJO • ._ 

taba lA d.'f.ltecelcfa tiel eongruo. 

to--.. 4 punto de 'f1 sta del alalebi'O , Us\' te :to~ ,_. f.ctea '• 1o tu J'U-

e 4e elgn1tl .. para e1 t\tttaro la preaaada ,. 750.000 hi.\..., ........... ,., •• 

haata 4oD4e •• poaible adtr'PD ~ laa twQ.tcu hhena'- 4• ..W. t~ 
/;;···· 

bubdoae en loa lntcrlld ps-nuWoe po• eu 4t.rl&elltea • Uahl ._. .... 

:In t~ s de eftngeliucitfn con tinea tal, q8 11!p)l" taact.a t1eae el, teeU•Id.o te 

edoa ttelu entre,._ pt>blaatoa de 18) ld.lloua 4elluadoe cri8tiawtl1 ie los cu.

lea &peDal 4 ldl.l.enee ~e~n e~llcost Dlee e1 Dr. 8~ v. Jlelala1l. en au. 1Dtontt 

Nne estae c1traa •• evldete que 1& 1Clett1a lt.lter&Da ocupa un ltpst ·d&O pecallar 

en -la .a.Mrtca LaUna. Pel' +t• «a la ltea de tma pa qudA lela en e1 'fUto oc4a

., catcflico-ro~~tmC. J,a lela •• steate tnlftaa del oo'-ot pero al Ills• ttes1p0 DO 

d.eja de seatlne euperlor a Q. La calf.4a4, eleele•• t11p0rta .ta •• la. ~Sial. 

Pol' otra pa7te, el hec'bo de •• la -'• craaA• d.e 1u tslaa pJO~t.,..·ut pcpq.r

ctona elena eaUataccUn oo• lgtesta el ee to• el t&Mfio tfatco ooe bUdo 4e 

tuer .. eaplfttu&l. qU pard.oJa, qu \anto el •• Ct"ande coa el. au peqat~o(• eir-

e abatRncias 41terentea) quereJIII)a uur UDO u otro eo• iDAide te la Jutloiat Pen 

d.eacraciaAaDmte, el !>ftblema del crS.atl8Bla., noJid.Jial entl"e mw11tl'os 750.000 fl'l_. 

bna ••411 et cui tan aeno como lo •• 4en'J'O del l'Omaie•• Celoaoa ad.etonene 

.... - (2 



m. !ea\11110n10 ...... lAt. .. 1a A. L. 

4e otraa l&leaiu --=e aona14V&ll aa'boa pa.pos aom ca11p0a U.awa pal'& 1a cleca.11 

Jleepe<*» a eato calte clecilt qu.e el laeraaia• ea la Am&rlca J.atba preaeata tree 

aapectoa, con na rqpeett aa cat'&Cteriatioaa diattatas. Jln prilll8l' luger, e1 buliU- , 

4e programa nd.R1oaew (en "f6r'd.Bd UDa saUla cte satasa) que ae elfultsa para hacer 

11epr e1 Bvaagelio a 1a mche4umbre de patea l.D41teentea eta eate coau...te, 

; us.- en ml labor loa p~epios tdtoae 4e WH pates. lla sepndo 1,._., los tfD0-

4oa ~· arigea ......,_, que se haJl pno~ _,.nate por pardar 1a te cte 1& lte-. 

~ lutes"&M e\re toe de su. re~e'\iw. pace4a.cla, sea eata al ...... o ft08118t11., 

•· Poeo •• han preoCIII]'J84o eatoa d~Jode• post baoerlabor Jd.sto---. a1III.ClU abol"a ea 

el l!JiaaiS ae ••" uttD!o as el pft) ..... aa lew cmltoa 7 a:d.I\G sa~• • tu 

•• t '111''* lJII.parte 'la eMdanu a tal ltloa. ~ -"' ad .h .eticS.ea'••~• 

a lDa tu.turos p&dorea p&t-a e1 C*.JJO latblo aMtta..,. liJn teJ'cer lllg&J', tene•a 1a 

recl61 estab1ec1da o'bra de la J'ederaetla Mindta1 k~ que t1eae })01" ob.,.t.o el 

tle ~a los l1L,ea.ma earopeos a 1a erpzd.saaUn de congrepcleaea mlUpf.Dguu, 

a1 Illes tiempo que proettl"a inJertar •· los nu.8'W>S bud.grantea (mcJIDa 4e elloa H

fl1d,a4ea) a e1 ~ «• las ra exla'-tH t.ct•ataa. Yarlaa 4e eataa ~•••• 

•• eomponea «• t1elea de una llllll.tttud de aaeteDal.ll.al.ea que eele'bna pDJilea ...

m tniS respec*t._s cultoa tm las i4toiB8 flU8 11W1 Mbtlta pe.storea lula legraie clo

lll!lar.Pe:e tambtfa sed& el caeo nab ra:ro 4e que. un ad.a• C'Ulte ee ...._ hasb 

ei!IO() dtstlntoa ~o.IIB.S. 

~ de aotar q,ue e61o tm Puerto Jlloo, llraaU y la AJtpnttaa •• t.a1cU obra llltd.o

nera haee eoaa a.e ·cf.n,!'US~lta afiOa, IJ1eho deiJpUa 4e qu la empel8ft1l ..t.ae oVatl 

4emndu.olenea p!eteetautea y enando al.gunaa eateba ya cel.e'braaao aWl e~-

rtoa. lea Xhtee, Oentro A11&f.ca. Ooloab!a. lb'aa'or. JSol!Yla T ~ DUatra e

bn mbtoaera • aloau a teaer 20 aftoa de frm4s8a. J.a ~J' pane ealte ,_. cle 

1a 'ttlttm'4'ea4a. 'fal ftS eato e7:pltca a pane e1 heeha Cl1J8 e1 JIDerro de ....uae

na 1atS..a entn nu.aboa J/4 de m1114a de fielea Dl paaa 4e mM de 20.000. 

-"1811811toa lute:raoa llegaron a loa puertos de ~ca caa1 u alglo antes 

4e qtl8 loa ~eregrboa11 de I!lg].aterra arribann a Pl7JIID•th lock, J.Da 1uteh11Da tor

JI&l'Oft parte del primer abode e~leo qv.o •• orpnllllf ea el Jraet1 en el ariG 4e 

'· \ 
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11 !eat. ~vane. Lat. en 1a A. I.. -~ 

1.630 T que ae r«Ul14 por '9Viot aflos en JleJ'Ziaaba.co. Eate s!neu ClUe&f dJ.es-.o con 

1a Htt.ra4a de loa Mlandesea en 1.61fo CU8DdD Pol"tucal se sep..O de Jlepatfa '"''•( e 

1na1ett16 en el derecbo excluatw eobl'e eea au graa ooloJtta. 

Jlaee pooo -'• de un stglo e~~peaf tma ola de tmd.gl'aCi&a de :au-epa hae1a el Braefl.;' 

y la Ar~nt1Dae o Rea un pGeo utea de que •• Wclara la labol" lllaioaeJ'a por parte

de loa p1'Hbitalaaoe, Mto41a\aa y otzroa. Dead.e ento110ee ha lmb14o "aD 8lliMID1io tle 

~eatADtea ll4a o MDDa regalar1 entre~~ 11lteftlaoa .a. por la ~cfa., e1 

ucimlato, ,. eatre los 4e.U e~oo• llllx _,.,~. clebtao a R aotl'dtad. ld.

atoura. 

• reSUMll• •• pa.ed.e dectr que lB labor alsS.enera cle DUestn S.CJ.esla hana el 

preaente DD ha preaeatadD un aapecto ~ ~. lfo obstaate creo CM estoa a!Do

doa de. orlge ~- conettt1:1.1rin, DS.o• Md1a1lte, ao de lo• a laportdu y lila 

.fUc!oa taotorea a el futuro eTSDCel.S.tiJID laUDouerS.eae. Eato pu4e -.ede mwa

do paun de su eatado aetta1. de S.alu extranjwas (aanq118 1a gsa aqeda,·te au 

ld.elfbrGa )'& tiO!l .u .... ~- de ~ 'T quiata 681l•ftelifa) r .. ~ .. 
eomple-te~la "flda MClonal. C'tt8DE1e ~~\'ara ~ ita lea laa ~ 
co• 1ma espeel@ de .ralla, aea a'baerbitla-a\0 J)C'ti4&-en la 'd4a aael.oul, 7 euaa

do todoa uoaotros aeams 1161'140a por el 3Bpfr1ta Saatio a una -.,.r oonaagradla ala 

ll1 nr. J'erMa terlllna su exceleata f!IDillala ooa lae a~entee pal&bratat 1!o-.doa 

en conJu,nto estes tree aap40toa de maestra obra c la .America LatiJt& (todee Meft01a-

1ee,. que se collpleaeatan entre ai) •n pJ'OJd.aoZ"lo• de un oreciwdtmto dn pilftlele. 

lCa~ ntge, t!ia •bargo, que :tor.Mm un frtmte UD14o de •c!o qq (1) a ea4a 11110 le 
?nk~..l<. 

aea S.l!tmtcltdO u..:<.eelo mtatonea. (2) qu ea4a uno tf!Dg&. praesente su gran herencie. 

~ y (J) qu.e ca4a 1UlO a n labor ., ..._ oalto e1'1stl&DDe to• en euenta la 

coiiUdcfn .W -.ua 'baaada en la llibl1a. e1. ca\eei.. luteraDC 7 1a Oontee16n 4e 

11ltl'barp ~. b!tm que en las lealtad•s pol~tlca y eal.Wrala de rasa 7 de Wo-. 
~ 

Eatas tambien tS.enen au impol"tmoia en la vldaa pe1"' la ~ diatintl.w. cte loa 

tliaofpul.es c1e Crt•to ea 1& de ir por tode e1 ~ 7 predlear el J"nmgelto a tocta 

\ 
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ll1 lfes,. lhaDg. IAtt ea la .bill'. Lat. ..!t-

lhJoa paaoa p-a&tS.coa p ae dieJIOll hacS.e~ ese fill, eatre loa 41al.ea •• pud.e am

cS.enar el eatablec1lliento de tm aellinar1e teoleb.co a cargo de la Jlederaololl L1ltera

na !lmdial. 1 <t,1e 1n1c18l'& sua la'boree en e1 do er1trsute y una -'• all;)lla ooppera

c14D en la produ.c~n y 41tu.a16n de literatwa cr1st1ana, 1nclws1ve la proyeotada 

pub11aac1.&n de una r•visttl luterana para toda 1a .t.Mrtca t.atina. 
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t' ~ .• ,.:; in 1 S.J.}lJ .• 

In 1},<? ·r;..,~im~ ·o~ ~~:,-,b·n·e 1:'?:-luc~-ticn, cov~,~~!"'"'!'t :;;r{~ hu .. -!!n ri.r~·H;; th4>,. e1~ek 'hA!!l' bes!! 

t•.1rnp~· l">p,f'k, .;r-t· t!-"·~:>tv ,,·;st·s~ ·t.( , 1t~>ee·.: bv: tl:A tr,-,pie •"V:,nt!'l (and t?•.-:ir erntl"ibuti.-:e 

'r~e'tf'lr~f·,..h·~~ r··~ch~ ;.·· grlm e:t·i,..,~~ 't . .-.~ .. ~,..n-·194P'a~" ;953. ·We dcubt···~h:,th~r 'the 

ln "! ~u, ~m,.;. nF) ~r-\t"~ (! ~ nf>''=rlv e·v~rv,.,.',:ere lO\nd eX'Pr"""S his <-·T·ihic--n in al.mc..'st a.,"'ly 

• .,.~;. ~·1\:-f-,;_t l•ri "'r r.ili er.'ted .··' · TH.w~ th~ f:fitrn '!tf~nee· cf' the r~ss"ls, 'the'. restrict'F:t · n(t 

(in +.~)~ C;H14"; ~ ·r -fJ-i .. nati~~'s '!tst im;<:rbnt p-;::er) c1('sP.d ~)r,r.;~s, the d•·strcverl cr 

v,,, ~r1 ?'ret""~t'..,nt ;<.chtc-1~· ..,r,~ :·be· .. ~ cf ,,;f.J.~Mi,·; t_~t~ ~~ ... 1n·ity cf (.Hldren b·;,t; ..• ;f'n. '7 ::'!-'' 

11• v!"~'r~ ,..H,,.,.,,,t ~(':hr("J .. fnci1it1"'~, t~-,; ·'"i<!terfmin~U.rn "_,g,j_n~t nrn-Ikt11an CnthC'fie~ 
' ..,~;.~·in h~r:hr:r ,..('ilc~tirn ·~n?, el'Jl1:11~Vr""'nt. ·:n"' :h'-' 1"lr~c-"ic.-;j_ P'rls<7ncP (:f r.:olit":icus lH<!>rl1' 

c,rcttc·S <'f b~li"'3V''!'3 1 w~~f' ~-.gtrr"v :-,')'" f'<'rfil'1'l ...,ia~k,..,·,.i•':o. 'tnda.7! ! nlv wo are ~nt1rely 
} ~' '• .... 
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CI'"'I'H'!!'l~r~ti·~ c<'i~~binn -7-~:,.<:~tr-r"'!. "'V"!F'<>l; ~t.s -rmr'. t"".'1c}'tir<>. 'f'Vc .,..,,m T,rer: cr:<·-in~(~ this 

e ~"<lln.r, 'on~·. ('f\!l'l'~l~tAt 'M s ~,;;niri..;,r" tr'linin_,, in ArP:'"'l'lt1na 119 this is b""i~g written, one 

) -· 

~rntin~;,:~ :-:h-~t.wlf~n ~,:,.~r"' !llY,- ·f!r-+.r..,r: •·!1.11--b~.n:iri-~:;rl•,. in 19:)6. 6n~, "'bt-s"' ··rrk.h ~ 

1-,;;_.,;; '~•id.nly in t~>' ti._,.,,, {f. lit•cr·:tu-r~, i~ tqk:ing ~, s~.:ecinl cc:~lnP nt lt:th~r Senin,.,rv 

h1 (~c ~''~i{j. >AnrthP.r\~ili 1J~~fr "\i~t~ ,,t th,:. 'TTni V"'r~!t;,r r:'er;. 't'e>·~~b~cb.E ze ir, e(h{c/ticn • 

. 
:h-·1 ;1:1-,t f~·C.rt~rit ci tiP~-, tc'orr~ ?'"!'1 ('r>~m.nitfco9. · In ~-it.=. -r- "'- ij:'!r~o·h d~;ru~~ticns 
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TWENTY YEARS OF BEGINNINGS 
1'1~7- 1'157 

Missionary Gerhard Ostrem, 1·eteran 
Missionary for the CELMOSA, well/ to 
his eternal reward in 1958. This is a good 
review of the "Beginnings" of the work 
in Colombia. 

Gerhard Ostrem 

Lutheran work in Colombia has a his
tory of twenty years, and they have been 
twenty years of testing. In spite of all the 
adversities, there are many visible results 
for which to thank God. Some are known 
only to Him. 

Actually, the work dates back farther, 
for it was born in the hearts of interested 
individuals from various Lutheran syn
ods (Lutheran Free Church, Lutheran 
Brethren, Augustana Synod, United Evan
gelical Lutheran Church and the Nor
wegian Lutheran Church, now the ELC) 
who gathered in the United States to pray 
and plan for a work in South America, 
and then went forward in faith that God 
had a work for them to begin and sup
port. 

After studying the need in Colombia, 
they organized as the Colombia Evan
gelical Lutheran Mission of South Amer
ica (abbreviated CELMOSA), a name 
which we still use, and in the fall of 1936 
sent the first representatives to the field: 
Misses Marie Thompson and Myrtle 
Nordin. The latter had to return after 
only a few months due to ill health. In 
October, 1937, the next group of mis
sionaries arrived: Andrew Larson, Alma 
Monson, Olger Quanrud and Gerhard 
and Helene Ostrem. Their first year on 
the field was spent in language study at 
the small town of Soata. Here Andrew 
and Alma were married in 1\farch, 1939, 
this being the first civil marriage in Soata 
and, of course, the first evangelical wed
ding as well. 

In April of 1939 the Larsons went to 
El Cocuy to establish evangelical work. 
God led and blessed and there were 
good results. In June of the same year, 
the Ostrems went to carry on the work 
in the Socota ( Parpa) area~ making their 
home in the town of Socha. There, too, 
God's working was seen. The same year 
Helen Danielson and Alvida Holmvik 
arrived. The latter's fiance, Trygve Salte, 
arrived in 1940 after having spent a year 
in Norway in the interest of the Mission, 
and the two were married in December 
of that year. In 1941 Elizabeth Heerde 
arrived and Pastor Quanrud returned 
from furlough bringing his bride, Phoebe. 
They began work at the time in Duitama. 

Since 1940 a Lutheran work has been 
carried on in the Plains of Casanare, the 
Ostrems serving as resident missionaries 
there from 1947 to 1950. 

The Bible Institute had its beginnings 
in 1940 when the Larsons took in the 
first student in El Cocuy. She was Isabel 
Diaz, now the wife of Pastor Gerardo 
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Wilches. In the men's division, opened in 
Socha a year later under the direction of 
the Ostrems, Juanito Montoya, who is a 
capable worker today, was the first stu
dent. Thus, from the very first we have 
had fruits from the Bible Institute serv
ing in the Lord's vineyard here. 

In 1944 the sections of the Bible In
stitute were brought together in Duitama 
under the direction of Pastor Trygve 
Salle. In September of that year the Lord 
saw fit to take Pastor Salte to his heav
enly home. He who took one also found 
others to replace him, and thus the work 
continued in Duitama until the end of 
1948 when, due to the persecution, it 
became necessary to relocate in Bogota. 
Many of the men graduates from the In
stitute have entered the work as evan
gelists while the women have become 
teachers in the Evangelical day schools 
which serve the children especially from 
believers' homes. 

After the original C ELM 0 SA had 
worked the field for seven years, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church be· 
gan their search for a field of missionary 
effort in South America. Surveys by their 
first missionaries, Harold Olson, Arnfeld 
Morek and Hans Thoresen, who visited 
many South American countries, and by 
Drs. J. E. Gronli and Andrew Burgess 
for the ELC Mission Board, resulted in 
negotiations between CELMOSA and the 
two church bodies. The arrival of the 
Thoresen, Morek and Olson families in 
I 944 and 1945 made it possible to occu
py more effectively the field which in the 
fall of 1946 was officially taken over by 
the ELC and the UELC. Later, our mis
sionary staff was increased with the com
ing of Joyce Bergh, Pastor and Mrs. Roy 
Malde, Virginia Antonsen, Belva Nerlien, 
Hildur Thorkildson (who became Mrs. 
A. C. Morek in 1948), Pastor and Mrs. 
Theodore Mendenhall, Pastor and Mrs. 
Joseph Walla, Pastor and Mrs. Johan 
Bergh, and Valborg Torkelson. 

During the years of violence and guer
rilla warfare, which began in 1948, the 
Duitama, El Cocuy, Chiscas and La 
Aguada stations had to be evacuated, 
Soata having been closed earlier. During 
this period several missionaries suffered 
loss of personal belongings and were ex
posed to physical danger. Many of the 
Colombian believers had to live as fugi
tives or escape as refugees. Some of these 
suffered imprisonment and even death. 

Due to the forced evacuation of these 
stations and our Mission not being ready 
to launch a large-scale urban program in 
the cities of Colombia (which would 
mean a very scattered field of labor), six 
missionary families retu'rned to the 
United States. 

Work in the extensive Plains of Casa
nare was reopened in 1954 under the 
able direction of Colombian pastor Ge
rardo Wilches. 

It was possible to reopen the El Cocuy 
station in 1955 under the courageous ef
forts of resident missionaries Elizabeth 
Heerde and Valborg Torkelson and the 
occasional visits of pastors and evangel
ists. A large home was purchased which 
serves as a center for the work there and 
the surrounding area. 

Tunja, the "state" capital, where we 
own property, has been the scene of con
tinued Lutheran activity for ten years; 
Bogota for the past seven years. Work 
was begun in Sogamosa in 1955 with 
Colombian evangelist, Juan Montoya, in 
charge. A building program is being 
launched in that city this year. 

It was indeed a time of rejoicing when 
at the Annual Assembly of our church in 
1955 two young Colombian men, Gerar
do and Pausanias Wilches, were ordained 
into the ministry of the Gospel. Oliverio 
Mora has completed the seminary train
ing and Julio Orozco (who is engaged in 
translation work) took a year of special 
study at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Two more young men are 
studying at the L WF Seminary at Ar
gentina. 

Availing himself of Colombian and 
missionary talent, Pastor Morek has 
headed up our field literature program. 
During the time of his residence in Me
dellin (I 951-1954), efforts were also 
made toward establishing a congregation 
with the nucleus resulting from the stu
dent work begun in that city by Law
rence Knutson and Cornelia Jensen. This 
work was continued by the Quanruds 
and Miss Jensen (now serving as matron 
at our Bible Institute in Bogota) until it 
became necessary to close it due to the 
sickness and death of Mrs. Quanrud in 
March, 1956. Phoebe Quanrud is our 
second missionary wife to be called to 
her eternal reward, the first having been 
Mrs. Irene Norre Morek who passed 
away in Bogota in 1946. May God bless 
the seed sown by those who have gone 
before. As for those who are still occu
pied in the harvest, may the Lord's pur
pose be ours. 

From Mr. and Mrs. 
Gust Bergman 

God has surely blessed the work of the 
Latin American Lutheran Mission 
through these years, as evidenced in its 
growth. All things are possible through 
Him if we believe in Him. Gust and I 
were taught many lessons as to how God 
so wonderfully provides when we served 
as treasurers. At times when they had to 
be paid and funds were low, God always 
supplied the need from some unexpected 
source. We are very thankful to God for 
His love-gifts and for the many faithful 
friends of the Mission . 

May the Lord continue to bless the 
Latin American Lutheran Mission and its 
many workers for what is being done to 
extend Christ's Kingdom in Mexico. 
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Colombio-lts South American Setting 
JULIO C. OROZCO 0. 

Surprising to most of us is the· fact 
that South America lies closer to Africa 
than to the U. S. A. Smaller than its 
Siamese sister, North America; it lies 
principally in the southern hemisphere 
and within the torrid zone. Venezuela, 
chief oil producer on the continent, 
and the Guianas, possessions of Britain, 
Holland and France, respectively, are 
the only ones of the thirteen political 
divisions which in their entirety lie 
north of the equator, whereas Colom
bia, Ecuador and Brazil lie partly in 
each hemisphere. 

South America Geographically 
Four well-defined regions character

ize South America geographically: I) 
the Andean region along the Pacific 
coast, with its high mountains and 
plateaus and extensive valleys; 2) the 
great central plain, largest in the world, 
which extends from the Orinoco river 
in Venezuela to the La Plata and is 
about two thousand miles wide; 3) 
the massive low Guiana mountains be
tween the Orinoco and Amazon rivers; 
and 4) the larger and more eroded, 
but equally massive, Brazilian moun
tains. In general the coastal and moun
tainous areas are the most heavily pop
ulated, large portions of the central 
plain being extremely sparsely settled. 
In Brazil, the country which sprawls 
over half the continent, almost sixty 
per cent· of the population is concen
trated in the central and southern parts 
of its national territory. In contrast to 
Argentina where seventy-five per cent 
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of the people live in the cities, most 
other South American countries have a 
predominantly rural population. 

South America Nationally 
Although the aboriginal Indians have 

disappeared in Uruguay and are very 
few in number in many other coun
tries, they still constitute a large per
centage of the population in some of 
the western nations (Ecuador, 51%; · 
Peru, 49%; Bolivia, 54%). Although 
Colombia and Venezuela have high 
percentages of mestizos ( 40% and 
65% respectively), the number of pure
blooded Indians is relatively small. 
Chile with its 75% whites of Spanish 
descent, 20% descendents of other 
Europeans and only 5% Indians is said 
to have the most homogeneous popu
lation of all South American c·ountries. 
The negro population ranges from 
15% in Ecuador to an almost negligible 
number in the southernmost countries. 
There has also been some interming
lil1g of negroes and whites as of In
dians and Negroes. 

South American Resources 
South America has unbelievably rich 

·natural resources: its forests provide a 
reserve for the future of the world. Oil, 
rubber, copper, gold and silver ·wiJJ 
also be yielded in abundance for years 
to come. Cattle, coffee, sugar cane, 
wheat and n~merous other agricultur
al products form the basis for the eco
nomic life of the nation. Goods are 
shipped by air, land or water. Land 
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transportation includes beasts of bur
den like the mule and burro, trucks, 
cars and trains. In Colombia the Mag
dalena river waters are constantly plied 
by sternwheelers pushing barges heav
ily loaded with coffee, rice or bananas; 
northern vacationers who find relaxa
tion as passengers on a four-day voy
age coastward or during the eight days 
it takes to go back upstream are re
minded of the Mississippi of Mark 
Twain's day. Other important rivers 
on the continent are: the Amazon 

" which winds along for thirty-five hun
dred miles and in places is more than 
fifty miles wide; the La Plata which 
branches out to form the Parana, the 
Uruguay and the Paraguay; the Orino
co; the Sao Francisco in Brazil; and 
the Colorado in Argentina. 

Among the best-known and highest 
mountains are the Aconcagua between 
Chile and Argentina, rising to 23,188 
feet, the Chimborazo in Ecuador, 18,-
930 feet, and the Bolivian plateau with 
an average altitude of 10,500 feet. 

Immigration Influences 
Present day immigration is bringing 

large numbers of Europeans especially 
to Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. In 
the sixty years preceding 1941, Brazil 
received almost one and a half million 
Italian immigrants, one and a quarter 
million Portuguese, over half a million 
Spaniards, and lesser numbers of Japa
nese, Germans, Russians, Austrians, 
Turks and Poles. A large number of 
Germans of Lutheran background are 
being ministered to by the Lutheran 
World Federation in Brazil and Ar
gentina and quite a number also in 
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every other. South American republic 
except Paraguay and Bolivia. Although 
there are German-Scandinavian con
gregations in several Colombian cities, 
strict regulations make immigration 
difficult for non-Roman Catholics at 
present. 

South America Politically 
Uruguay is known as "the Switzer

land of South America," not because 
of its scenery or size, but because of · 
its democratic institutions. However, 
all of South America's independent na
tions are constitutional republics. South 
of the border it has not been uncom
mon for a poet to become president, 
but today .the president is more likely 
to be an army general. Military govern
ments, some of them bordering on dic
tatorships, exist in a majority of these 
countries at present. In theory if not 
always in practice, there is universal 
suffrage in most of them. 

South America Educationally 
Literacy is high in Argentina, Chile 

and Uruguay (89, 88 and 82% respec
tively) and even in backward Paraguay 
(68%) in c~mparison with Ecuador, 
Colombia, Brazil, Venezuela, Peru (56, 
52, 49, 43 and 42% respectively) and 
intellectually and spiritually dark· Bo
livia where for every two that can read 
and write there are thirteen who can 
not. Of the Spanish-speaking countries, 
Colombia tops the list with thirteen 
universities, although this · does not 
necessarily mean that it can accommo
date a greater sum total of students. 
Brazil, which is Portuguese-speaking, 
has an equal number of universities. 



The University of San Marcos in Lima, 
Peru, founded in 1551, and that in 
Cordoba, Argentina, founded in 1621, 
make our northern universities sound 
like mere adolescents. · 

Religious Status 
Surprising too, in view of Roman 

Catholicism's pride in "Catholic South 
America," is the fact that in Brazil, 
Chile and Uruguay there is separation 
of church and state, in at least seven 
countries divorce is permitted and in 
at least half of them, the civil marriage 
ceremony is obligatory and must pre
cede the religious rite. To be sure, none 
of these' is the case in Colombia, one 
of the bulwarks of Roman Catholicism 
on the continent, where the church is 
protected by the state, catered to and 
obeyed by it, where divorce is pro
hibited and permissions for civil mar
riages are often inexcusably delayed. 
Those who have lived in South Amer
ica or who have given careful study to 
its culture, religious and social prac
tices and educational status frequently 
express grave doubts as to the validity 
of the statement that South America is 
really a Roman Catholic continent, as 
to the sincerity of many of those who 
loudly profess Roman Catholicism and 
as to the reality of the spiritual and 
moral values with which Romanism 
claims to have endowed the South 
American. Now a voice out of the Ro
man church itself shows us that we are 
not alone in our doubts. Maryknoll 
Father Albert J. J. Nevins recently 
stated that Roman Catholicism is 
"nothing more than a tradition" for 
most South Americans and that "by 
the most generous estimates only about 

ten per cent (of the 136,000,000 Latin 
Americans who are nominally Roman 
Catholic) can be called practicing Cath
olics." Even in fanatical Colombia, it is 
evident that many await only a day of 
less repression to throw off the yoke 
of fear and superstition, of tradition, 
domination and hypocrisy. The "Con
tinent of Hope" offers a promising. 
challenge to the missionary task of the 
Christian Church of our day. Dear be
liever, pray for the coming day of 
Christ on this beautiful continent. 

T THE SPIRITS 
(Continued from page 5) 

tian who either deny this truth out
right r seek to ignore the reality of 
Satan! Peter warns "be watchful!" 
James arns "resist the devil and 
will flee from you!" We are " re 
than con uerors through Him who 
loved us!" (Romans 8:37). Th1,efore, 
let us be A ERT to the ways ~-Satan, 
using the· eapons of ouy wa.rfare 
which are ' }lot carnal byt mighty 
through God . o the pulli9g down of 
strongholds." j 
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A GOOD F MILY' 
NI.GHT PRO R~~ . 

Parish Con rNatlon Service 
has just produ d an excellent 
movie "It's ):'?ou Move," chal
lengi;g the/indiv ual to per
sonal respopsibility r the strang
ers in oul midst. It is 6 minutes 
in lengfh and the re al fee is 
$10 ier showing. Order hrough 
A).lgsburg Films Depa ~ent, 
425 S. 4th St., Minneapolis, 15, 
Minn., but be sure to allow rtzn-
ty of time. \ 
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Colombia-Its Geographical Significance 
JULIO C. OROZCO 0. 

The North American author, Catherine 
Romoli, has called Colombia "The 
Gateway· of South America." Really 
this is a good short description of this 
country because it is located in the 
northwestern corner of the South Amer
ican continent and, furthermore, is 
the only one having a coastline along 
both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 
Thus Colombia finds it easy to com
municate with the rest of the world. 
Its proximity to the Panama Canal 
Zone, which nearly 50 years ago was 
Colombian territory, makes Colombia 
one of the most important points for 
both the commerce and the defense of 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Colombia bounds on Ecuador, Peru, 
Venezuela and Panama. About half of 
its 683,000 square miles lies high in 
the rugged Andes; the other half, in 
the tropical plains. The Cordillera of 
the Andes penetrates into Colombia 
from the south and its three ranges 
form a barrier between the seacoast and 
the eastern plains. 

Its Climates 
Because of its topography, Colombia 

has the various climates of the world 
and a wide range of temperatures from 
the below-zero cold of the perpetual 
snow-caps to the intense tropical heat 
at sea level All the tropical fruits grow 

.~.within its territory. Coffee is the chief 
source of its wealth, and it is the finest 
in the world; in coffee production, Co
lombia ranks second only to Brazil. 
Sugar cane; rubber, rice, cotton, tobac
co, potatoes. wheat and cattle are other 
sources of the national wealth. The rich 
soil of Colombia also yields oil, gold, 
emeralds, iron, platinum, and other 
minerals. 

Its Rivers 
Also rich in water resources, Colom

bia has three principal fluvial systems, 
all of them originating in the Andean 
Cordillera. The most extensive is the 
one which flows through the plains 
and pours its waters either into the 
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Orinoco or Amazon River. Another 
flows into the Pacific; the third and 
perhaps the most important one from 
the standpoint of Colombian economics 
is that which flows into the Caribbean 
Sea. This is the Magdalena River sys
tem which for centuries has been the 
principal trade route for the Colom
bian people. It divides the country in 
two from south to north, and like the 
other systems is navigable a good por
tion of its length. 

Its Industries 
The chief industrial products of the 

country are textiles, cement and its by. 
products, tobacco, drugs, iron and food 
products. The greater part of these are 
consumed at home. Present-day Colom
bia needs numerous foreign products, 
such as machinery, books, paper, glass, 
drugs, textiles, etc. It trades principally 
with the U.S.A., Germany, England, 
Canada, France and Holland, and to 
a lesser degree with Italy and Spain. 
From the latter, as the people say, 
comes, as its principal "export," a large 
number of priests and nuns. 

Its Communication System 
The communication system has made 

great progress within the last 20 years. 
The principal population centers are 
connected by highways, railroads and 
airways. Because of the natural bar
riers formed by the high mountains, 
aviation is flourishing, practically all 
Colombia territory being crossed by 
various aviation companies. Many inter
national airlines, as well as national 
ones, connect the country with the 
majority of foreign lands. 
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Its Population 
The last census shows a total popula

tion of about 12,000,000; the urban 
population being about 5,0001000 and 
the rural one 7,000,000. The Colombian 
people represent three principal racial 
elements: The Spaniard (white), the 
indigenous, which is represented by the 
different Indian tribes, and the African 
Negro. The latter came into the na
tional scene because of the slave trade 
in order to supply strong arms and 
backs for the work in the gold mines. 
In some regions of the country, some 
of these races are more prominent than 
others, but in general it is said that 
"interbreeding" was very successful, 
producing inter-racial changes over a 
period of three centuries. No practical 
racial problem exists at the present 
time. 

Its Cities 
The most important cities and their 

approximate populations are: Bogota, 
the capital, '800,000; Medellin, the 
chief manufacturing center, 400,000; 
Cali, 320,000; Barranquilla, the prin
cipal seaport on the Caribbean, 280,000; 
Manizales, 150,000; Cartagena, one of 
the oldest cities in the new world, 
130,000; Bucaramanga, 120,000; Cu
cuta, 110,000. A large number of other 
urban centers earn for Colombia its 
reputation as a "country of cities," as it 
is known among the other South 
American countries. 

Its Significance 
This is, of course, a partial view of 

the geographical significance of Co
lombia. It pretends only to show the 

(Continued on page 13) 

COLOMBIA 
(Continued from page 7) 

place of this country in the South 
American continent as well as its hu
man and economic development. This 
"Gateway of South America" is widely 
open to the manifold opportunities of 
the modern world. The legions of the 
living Christ are praying. and working 
for the future dominion over this land 
of the One who is anxious to gather 
together all men into His eternal King
dom. 
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Colombia-a Glance at Its History 
JULIO C. OROZCO 0. 

For more than three centuries Colom
bia was a part of the Spanish Empire. 
As early as Columbus' third voyage to 
the New World, Spanish conquistadors 
began arriving on Colombian shores. 
These indomitable warriors were de
scendants of those who for more than 
seven hundred years had been fighting 
the Arabs in Spain until they finally 
succeeded in totally expelling them 
from Europe. Since it had just emerged 
from such prolonged warring, the Span
ish crown, now united under the "Cath
olic rulers," Fernando and Isabel, was 
ready to explore the possibilities of a 
new world which held promise of sur
passing in all respects every former 
conquest of ancient realms. Thus there 
descended upon America an ever
increasing avalanche of fortune-seekers 
who saw an opportunity to enrich 
themselves at the expense of the aborig
ines of the Americas. 

Among the most celebrated conquis
tadors to enact their role on Colombian 
soil, mention must be made of Vasco 
Nunez de Balboa, whose discovery of 
the Pacific Ocean won for him the 
title of "Admiral of the Southern Sea," 
and. Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada, who, 
together with a handful of fearless men 
who advanced under countless difficul
ties, succeeded in crossing the steepest 
mountain range in Colombia to reach 
the Chibcha kingdom on the Savanna 
of Bogot:L Establishing therein the law 
of force, he founded the city of Santa 
Fe de Bogota which became the capital 
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of the New Kingdom of Granada, this 
being the name given to this particular 
part of the Spanish Empire. 

Spaniards Conquer and Rule 
Numerous indigenous tribes inhabit

ed the area. From the belligerent Ca
ribes on the coast and lowlands to the 
pacific inhabitants of the cordilleras, all 
were subjected to a reign of blood and 
fire with the result that many of them 
were almost totally exterminated. Thus 
it was that Spain was sovereign ruler 
of all that her daring methods of con
quest managed to dominate up until 
the 19th century. The chief concern of 
the Spaniards was to draw from this 
empire the greatest possible riches, tyr
annizing the natives and bring slave la
borers from Africa to enable them to 
exploit the mines. Along with the con
quistador came the monk catechist. 
Both were equally convinced that 
America by divine right belonged to 
the Spanish crown and to the Church 
of Rome. With notably few exceptions, 
both viewed the native American as 
an inferior who had to be dominated 
by fair means or foul. It should be 
noted that the Spaniards, having less 
scruples than men of oth~r climes, en
tered into conjugal relations with In
dian maidens, rarely bothering to go 
through the formality of legal mar
riage. For this reason mestizos are so 
numerous in South America, and Co
lombia is no exception to the general 
rule. 



Liberty's Voice Is Heard 
In the 18th century when the En

cyclopedia movement began to bring 
visible results in France, its principles 
began to infiltrate into South America 
despite Spain's intense effort to put up 
a barrier between her colonies and the 
"poisonous" breath of liberty stirred up 
by the French Revolution. A group of 

, alert "creoles" took it upon themselves 
· tto inform themselves and others about 

the "Declaration of Human Rights," 
' what proved to be the first flare of 

the liberating fires throughout South 
America. Spain frantically imprisoned, 
tortured and killed large numbers of 
these first apostles of liberty, but found 
herself at last unable to buck the for
ward march of history. 

Freedom by Blood Bath 
In 1808 Napoleon Bonaparte invaded 

Spain and took the king and the next 
in line for the throne as his hostages. 
The New Kingdom of Granada, along 
with others, recognized this as the 

; awaited moment when Spanish domin
. ion could be shaken, and thus on the 

20th of July, 1810, the people of Bogota 
·gathered in an open forum declared 
their rights of self-government. From 

'then on there arose throughout Nueva 
Granada a series of men of vision and 

· "push," whose part in the emancipation 
' of Colombia won for them the honor 
of being national heroes. Due to in
ternal troubles in her striving for her 
own freedom against Napoleon, Spain 
was not in a position to attend to the 
rebellion in her American colonies at 
once. However, in 1817, Nueva Grana
da experienced bloody vengeance at the 
hands of Pablo Morillo, known as "the 
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Pacifier." His expedition very nearly 
drowned the newly-born free nation in 
the blood of the patriots, but the latter 
made their comeback in 1819, on the 
7th of August, when the ragged and 
undernourished Colombian troops de
cisively defeated the remaining royal 
Spanish army in the historic Battle of 
Boyac:l. The Colombian citizen has 
learned to revere the names of BoliV3r, 
Santander, Paez, Ricaurte, Girardot, 
Cordoba, and hundreds of others as 
liberating heroes. 

Turmoil and Peace Seesaw 
Since its birth as an independent na

tion, Colombia. has experienced periods 
of tremendous political and social oon
vulsion, but it has also enjoyed ex
tended periods of peace. Only two po
litical parties have played an important 
part in Colombia's national destiny: the 
Liberal and the Conservative. When 
there has been freedom to go to the 
polls unmolested, the Liberal party, ooe 
of tolerance and progress, has proved 
to be the majority party in recent dec
ades. In 1948, when the' Liberal leader 
Jorge Eliecer Gaitan was assassinakd, 
a terrorist act which coincided with the 
Pan American Conference then in ses
sion in Bogota, an era of social chaos 
with terrible violence broke forth. In 
1953 the present period of army rule 
was . ushered in and since then General 
Gustava Rojas Pinilla has held the 
Presidency. Under his impetus a funda
mental reformation of the constitution 
of 1886 is being attempted, and he him
self has promised a return to free suf
frage as soon as circumstances will per
mit. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Colombia's Christians, whose heroic 
stand is well-known today among Chris
tians the world around, believe that the 
future will bring great blessing for the 
peaceful advance of the flock of Christ. 
"On that day it shall be said to Jeru
salem: 'Do not fear, 0 Zion; let not · 
your hands grow weak. The Lord, your 
God, is in your midst, a warrior whp 
gives victory; He will rejoice over you 
with gladness, He will renew you in 
His love, He will exult over you with 
loud singing as on a day of festival' " 
(Zephaniah 3:16-17). 



Colombia, Religiously Speaking 
JULIO C. OROZCO 

Last month ·in our treatment of the 
historical development of the present 
Republic of Colombia, we noted that 
the Spanish military conqueror and the 
monk-catechist came to these shores 
side by side. Spain, who so violently 
opposed the Lutheran Reformation and 
who after the Council of Trent spear
headed the Counter-Reformation in 
Europe, spared no efforts to impede 
the slightest word of the "Protestant 
heresy" reaching its newly-established 
domains across the sea. All prospective 
colonists for the New World were 
screened to sift out anyone who might 
sympathize with the readers and prop
agators of the Scriptures. Proud of its 
extremely important role in arresting 
the spread of the Islam Empire, the 
Spanish crown accepted as its divine 
mission the wiping out of those daring 
ones who had risen up against papal 
Rome by unfurling the Gospel banner. 

Christianizing by Force 
On this premise, then, began the 

"christianization" of the new Spanish
dominated world. Authorized by the 
Holy See, the "Catholic rulers" exer
cised powers of life and death over the 
aborigines dwelling from southern Cal
ifornia on down to Tierra del Fuego in 
an endeavor to bring them into the 
Kingdom of God." The Spanish made 
good use of their opportunity, for until 
the eclipse of their empire any other 
form of Christianity than that inspired 
by Rome was practically unknown in 
their American colo~ies. Religious m-

transigency covered the area like a 
sinister dark cloak. As to missionary 
method, force of arms was preferred to 
evangelical persuasion and the natives 
found their only alternative to extermi
nation was permitting their ancient 
idolatrous cults to be supplanted by 
the worship of the "God of the white 
people." The American Indian, em
bittered and humiliated, accepted the 
ex!ernal rites of the new worship; but 
since he did not understand the new 
religious concept, he continued to be 
idolatrous and pagan. Thus with the 
passing of time, there flourished on 
this side of the ocean a typically Latin 
American type of Christianity which 
is a mixture of certain evangelical 
principles with a generous proportion 
of pagan superstitions and practices in
herited from the primitive inhabitants 
of this land. This is a truth which 
Catholics of other regions lament, since 
they class popular Latin American 
Catholicism as a hypocritical Christian
ity. 
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First Protestant Missionary 
Colombia, a very important part of 

this religious scene, met the same treat
ment as the rest of Spanish America. 
During its struggle for independence, 
a handful of British subjects formed a 
brigade which arrived on Colombian 
soil to help throw off the Spanish yoke. 
Among them were many Protestants 
who brought their chaplains with 
them. It is believed that the latter were 
the first non-Catholic Christian minis-

. (.? 



ters to reach American shores. Al
though their mission was limited to 

ministering to the spiritual needs of 
their compatriots, no doubt the event 
marks the birth of an interest which 
years later resulted in the commission
ing of the first missionary, the Rev. 
H. B. Pratt, sent in 1856 by the Pres
byterian Church of the U.S.A. For 
years the Presbyterians remained alone 
in the work, but now there are several 
other denominations, our Lutheran 
Church being among the most recent 
to enter the field. Its work has been 
carried on principally in the interior 
of the country, in the Department (or 
province) ofBoyaca and in the nation
al capital, Bogota. 

Obstacles Are Many 
As one considers objectively the re

ligious situation in Colombia and the 
predictable future of the mission work 
of our Church, various factors must 
be kept in mind. The first of these is 
the undeniable hold of the Church of 
Rome, a hold so strong that it domi
nates all areas of national life. Many 
of the privileges which the Church has 
been granted by the State in themselves 
constitute an effective denial of liberty 
of conscience and worship. The so
called mtsswn territories"-regions 
where there is no resident bishop-are 
closed to all Protestant mission activity. 
Furthermore, the normal development 
of Christian missions in the rest of the 
country has been hampered in every 
possible way, even by physical violence. 
Many a faithful believer has sealed the 
testimony of his evangelical Christian 
faith with his blood. Closed schools 
and churches, displaced families, denial 
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of work for religious reasons and many 
other manifestations of intolerance pre
sent themselves regularly. The high 
rate of illiteracy is another factor to be 
considered. Many who perhaps would 
come to a knowledge of the Gospel 
through the written word are de~ied 
the opportunity because they do not 
know how to read. 

Signs of Encouragement 
But alongside the adverse factors, 

there are other encouraging signs for 
the evangelistic effort of the Church. 
A spiritual restlessness is cropping out 
among individuals of all ranks. Hun
dreds of thousands have lost faith in 
the directives of their Roman Catholic 
creed simply because it has proved it
self entirely unable to satisfy their de
sires for progress. If these are not won 
for the Gospel, they will go the way of 
many other unfortunate ones:· into 
complete religious indifference and 
finally moral dissolution. It is also note
worthy that there is ·a constantly de
creasing number of persons going into 
so-called ecclesiastical callings. Young 
people of the middle and higher classes 
especially are less and less inclined to 
join the Roman clergy. Members are 
consequently being recruited (and this 
seems to be the appropriate term for 
the entire effort of the Roman Catholic 
Church) among the "campesino" (ru
ral) class. As a result the majority of 
the clergy is neither socially nor psy
chologically fit to maintain the prestige 
and culture which in bygone days were 
the patrimony of their Church. It is 
common knowledge that after more 
than four centuries of Roman Catholic 

(Continued on page 24) 
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dominion, the so-called Catholic coun
tries of Europe have to continue send
ing their surplus monks and nuns to 
Latin America in an effort to preserve 
the flock and maintain and strengthen 

, the tottering scaffolding of proselytism. 
We see in strong contrast the Protes
tant churches of North America which, 
in an admirable outflow of life, send 
their missionaries to revitalize the 
mother churches in Europe. 

' We Continue Confidently 

24 

Finally, is it necessary to intensify 
the missionary effort of the Christian 
Church in Colombia? Spiritual and 
moral conditions among its people tell 
us that the need is daily becoming 
more and more acute. Enemies of the 
truth are finding increasingly effective 
ways of blocking our advance. But 
when has the triumphal march of 
Christianity been unhindered by ob
stacles? If South America is the "con
tinent of the future," why should the 
Church of Jesus Christ vacillate in its 
effort that the Kingdom of God might 
truly come to these lands? Once again 
we h~ar the words of the Lord of the 
Harvest: "He who sows the good seed 
is the Son of man; the field is the 
world, and the good seed means the 
sons of the kingdom ... " (Matt. 13: 
37-38). Here in Colombia the Good 
News of salvation will triumph in the 
battle that has begun against hell's 
forces. The Savior's promise goes with 
us until the end of time. Holding fast 
to it, we march on confidently. Amen. 



FACTS m: COLOEBIA 
Compiled by A. C. ~.lorck 

GEOGRAPHIC .A1'D ETIDHG FEAT~S 

Colombia lies to the extreme northwest of South America, and borders on Panama~ 
Venezuela~ :Brazil? Peru and :;cuador. The only country of this continent whose 
shores are washed by tFo oceans, it has 1,802 miles of coastline, 994.2 on the 
Caribbean Sea and 807.8 on the Pacific Ocean. Its principal seaports are 
Cartagena, Barranquilla and Buenaventura. Bogota, its capital of a million 
people, sprawls on an inland plateau a mile and three-quarters above sea level. 

The fourth largest of South America's ten republics, Colombia has an estimated 
area cf 440,505 square miles- somewhat lar0cr than the total area of the States 
of Cali:forniay Oregon) ~;iashington and Nevada. 

~ith a total population of over 12,000,000 (1951 census), about 27 people live 
on each square mile. However~ for a truer picture of the density of population, 
it should be remembered that about 95% live in the 16 "dcpartamentos" (states) 
which comprise loss than half of Colombia's total area, while only an estimated 
5% of the people live in tho vast tropical expanses of the unincorporc.tcd "inten
donci.:::.sn and "comisarias". Nost densely populated arc the valleys and plateaus 
of tho three Ando~ mountain ranges that r~~ through the ucst central part, 
risinG to heights of 10,000 to 18,000 foot. Of Colombia's population, an estima
ted seven per cent arc pure Indians from 398 tribes, five per cent arc pure 
negroes, t~onty per cent arc pure whites, and 68 per cent arc a mixture of those 
races. Colombia has no ro.ce problem. 

The I::l<J.gdalena River (Colombia's 1Cississippi), fed by 500 tributaries, uinds 
north~ard for nearly 1,000 miles to the Caribbc2n and is navigable for stern
wheelers as far as La Dorada, about 500 miles from its mouth. Other great rivers 
flo~ into tho Orinoco and Amazon systems. 

Climate throughout Colombia v~ics~ according to altitudes from tropical on th~ 
coc:.sts 2nd interior lowl8Ilds to temporC'.tc and cold in tho mountains. For-example, 
Tunja has an average temperature of 552F. ~hilc La Jorada's average temperature 
is 84QF, uith only slight vari.:::.tions throughout tho year. 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND INDUSTRY 

Colombia is the second largest coffee producer in the world. Other important 
products arc~ bananas, sugar? cattle, petroleum, textiles, emeralds, gold and 
iron. The vast mineral wealth of Colombia has only begun to be exploited. The 
cteel industry springing up at the recently opened mines of Paz de Rio has caused 
tha~ area to boom and \.ill bring about significant changes in the department 
(state) of ]oyaca. 

RELIGIOUS FEATUR~S 

The most important indigenous culture of Colombia uas that of the sun47orshipping 
Chibchas upon the ruins of -~~-hich :7as superimposed, in the Spanish colonization, 
a Roman Catholic culture \:'hich had not so much as felt the impact of the Reforma
tion. Thus~ the reliGious enviDonment is quite different from that of North 
America, \Those colonizers brou.;ht ,-,·i th them from northern Europe the open Bible, 
the cleansing fires of the Reformation and a personal faith in the Rison Christ. 
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Excepting a small number of Protestants and Je~s, and the uncivilized tribes, 
most of uhich live along the Colombian hoad~aters of the Amazon, it can be said 
that nearly all Colombians are nominal Roman Catholics. However, it would be 
safe to say that only about 30% are voluntarily active in the practice of that 
religion, the percentage of men being louer than this, and that of women highc<'-'• 
It is especially to'::ard tho indifferent or anti-Roman majority that the EvangcJi
cal message is directed. 

Over a century ago tho Presbyterians made their first beginnings of missiona~y 
~ark in Colombia. Today over 20 different Protestant mission organizations ~e 
r,orking here, in nearly all parts of tho country. 

The CEDEC (Evangelical Confederation of Colombia) census committee reports ~ 
Protestant communicant membership of 12,000 -.hich represents an increase of 51% 
dtTing the persecution years of 1948 to 1953. During this period, 43 Protesta~t 
churches ucrc destroyed and 52 Protestant church members died as martyrs, 110 
P:r·otostant primary schools ucro closeds dcspi to the fact that over half of thn 
Colombian children bct~cen 7 and 14 years arc not in school. Today over 50,000 
Colombians and_ about 750 foreigners attend Protestant religious services each 
uock. Tho total Protestant constituency is estimated at over 100,000 people" 
These fi8~Cs do not include tho Colombian islands of Sun Andr6s and Providonc~n 
'.~-!lOse 7, 500 people arc nearly all Protostnnt. 

LUTHDRAN BEGI1TNINGS 

In 1937 a small ·group of courageous Lutherans began ~ork in Eoyacn. Bravely 
they ~cldcd the Srrord of tho Spirit and generously so~od the Good Seed, suf
fering hardship, sickness nnd do~th. One of these consecrated pioneers lies 
buried in the historic soil of Boyaca; soil that silently keeps tho secrets and 
GUards tho bones of the ancient Chibchns and is still trodden by tho feet of 
their descendents; soil cl~imod by tho m:ord cf tho proud Spanish conquistadores; 
soil that drunk tho blood of the heroic liberators of five free nations. 

When the first missionaries called by the ELC and the UELC arrived on the field 
in 1944, the above-mentioned independent Lutheran mission had already gathered 
eight or nine Groups of believers and opened a Bible School. \<ith reinforce
ments from our mission it ~as possible to place resident missionaries in four 
strategic terms, staff the Bible School, and open a ne':~- station in the capital 
of Boyaca. Scattered croups of believers ~ere asking for regular services, 
resident missionaries, national p~stors and teachers. Four rustic chapels were 
built. Vast areas, ~here the Gospel uas practically unkno~, lay open before us. 

God sustains throush times of trouble. 

Then beGan a time of reverses and persecution. 3ven before our Mission assumed 
responsibility for the field in 1946~ another missionary had laid dm7n her life 
for Christ in Colombia. A chan.:;e in t;overnment took place that same year which 
led to the desperate politico-religious struggle ~hich still prevails in the 
country. 

Nevertheless, God cranted us a short time of fruitful uork before the storm of 
persecution broke upon us in full force. A missionary r,as able to establish 
residence in our main center on tho Plains and thus supervise tho 1,;;ork all 
through tho lo~lands extendinG northeast to Venezuela alonG the Arauca River. 
DorkinG ~ith him ~oro t~o Colombian evangelists and tuo teachers. A promising 
nol;.r station '.7as also opened in a srJall mountain to".m ( Chiscas) nhcre property 
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't-:as bought for tho missionary home and chapel. Though contemplated for years, 
our opening ~ork in Bogota, the national capital, came as a direct result of 
tho persecution uhich forced us out of Duitruna, our main center in Boyaca. 

Persecution uhich had been sporadic became general and organized. Repeated 
stonings of our homes, schools and mootinG places became common. Several 
believers ~oro imprisoned; others killed. Four of our rural chapels and tuo 
missionary homos ,,·oro destroyed and all our primary schools closed. Entire 
congregations \lore routed and scattered by priest-incited mobs \7ho loft in their· 
~ako the smolderinG ruins of many a peace-loving country home. Local aut~oritios 
proved indifferent or pmc;orloss against tho subtle pressure of ecclesiastical. 
demagogues. 

It has not boon easy to adjust to those discouraging circumstances. Yet, tho 
believers have proved staunch through it all. Some have been able to return to 
thoix co~~unitios. Others have settled in no~ aro~s 9 and thus the Gospel h~s 
boon spread. Though unable to meet for Ymrship, their lives have preached ::h.o 
Living \furd. Enemies have become friends; persecutors Christian "itnessos, 

]~issionaries have tried through letters to encourage believers in these con
nuni ties •;;here visits fron then ....-muld only .nean renewed persecution. Me.::un-;hile, 
they have concentrated their efforts in the cities, bathering refugees from th8 
co~~try and n~~ing now contacts. 

Reintegration and progress 

Now a ,::;rowinG congregation \7orships in our beautiful and strategically located 
church in BoGota. 

Our Institute Biblico-Cultural continues its importa~t work of training teachers 
and evanGelists. 

Four men have completed theological training abroad and have returned to their 
native Colombia to preach the ~ord to their countrymen. Others are still abroad 
for seminary or other higher education. 

Emphasis is placed on preparation of Lutheran literature in Spanish for evangelise 
and Christian education. Several important uorks have been published and others 
are in preparation. Our field is participating in the preparation of a new 
Lutheran Rynnal for use in Spanish-speaking .Anerica. 

The Lutheran ~orld Federation no~ carries on ~ork amongEur~an Lutherans whom 
missionaries had tried to serve in a very limited ~ay. 

Scme of the sch::.~.ls and churches closed durin.:; the years of intense persecution 
have now been reopened (Casanare, Parpa, Zl c~cuy, Carrizal) and new areas of 
service have been opened in Sogamoso, Rechiniga and La Dorada. 

For a clearer idea of the location of these places, an outline map and a brief 
sketch of each station follow. 
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CONGREGLTIONS i'JifD PRELCHING PLACES 

1. Bogota~ Colonbia 1 s capital of a nillion souls. The first Lutheran service 
·was held here on Easter Sunday, 1949. The congregati,_~n was organized in 
January, 1953 and an attractive church building and parsonage uere dedicated 
on Scptoobor 27, 1953. A soall educational unit ·.-;as dedicated in 1958 for 
use of Sunctay Schc·Jl and Day Scheel. Tho congrego..tion in its evangelistic 
efforts roaches cut to other preaching places in the city" 

2. Tunja~ State capital of Bcyaca ~here Lutheran Tiork ~as begun in 1945. A soall 
group of believers has regularly r.1ct here for uorship but \7as not forBally 
organized as a conGregation until 1958. 

3. So0rn~oso~ Historic center of ancient Inca culture, nJ~ c bustling city of 
33,000 inhabita~ts; close to stool oills of Belencito and iron nines of 
Paz do Rio. Luthoro..n 110rk wo..s bo[;'lm here in 1955. BuildinG for boarding 
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school, chapel and apartncnts of pastor and teachers was erected and dedicated 
in 1957. Congregation was organized the sawc year. 

Duitama, former center of ~ork, lies just 15 niles northr.est cf SoGanoso, but 
~as abandcned in 1948 because of persecuti~n. The pastor in Sogamoso makes visits 
to this tcvn YJhere the Mission still ouns a building site. 

4. Parpa: Accessible only by mule or on foot, is the home of a rural congrega
tion of Presbyterian origin served by Lutheran Mission since 1939. Local 
believers built their 0\7n humble chapel. This (the oldest Protestant 
chapel in Boyaca) and the parsonat;e ".-:ere destroyed in 1950 by fanatical 
Roman Cath8lic mobs. Reconstruction began in 1954 and was suspended in 
1956 when builder was threatened and imprisoned. Day schovl under auspices 
of congregation was reopened in 1958 and it is hoped that persecution has 
abated sufficiently for continuation of services and formal organization 
of congregation. There is also a Protestant cemetery at Parpa. 

About three hours by mule from Parpa is another preaching place known as 
Mausa, ~here is also a Protestant cemetery. 

5. C·Jngrcr-;ati.::.n of Casanaro; The center :)f this scattered parish on the tropical 
Plains of Casanare '.-:as at La lit,uadc:., a to·.~n ,-:hich ~:as completely destroyed 
(includinb Luthcrc:.n chapel and parson~e) in 1950, during civil ~ar bet~een 
revolutionary and government forces. Since destruction of prcperty, the 
scattered congregation has been serVed by an itinerant pastor, the whole 
~TJup meeting at one place two or three times a year. The congregation 
uas formally organized in 1956. 

6. El Coc~v• Mountain to\7n 9,000 feet above sen level, nestled in a beautiful 
valley clvsc to the sno....-; caps cf El c~1cuy. Cccuy is the center ·of a 
prJmisinc field fer tho Gospel. Vhrk hero is headed by a resident missionnry 
and/or a C:::lombinn pastor. On tho Eission premises in the tom1 itself is n 
chapel and a dey schocl. Tho groc:.tor part of the congroga.ti0n live tuo or 
three mil os up in tho mountains in a community knc>m as :a Carrizal. Hero 
there is also a small chapel, u schJ~l and a cemetery. This congregation 
uas urganizcd in 1955. Other preaching places in the area arc Chiscas and 
Rochiniga. 

1. La Dorada~ Lutheran ~ork was begun in this important river port in 1958 upon 
tho invitation of a group of Protestant believers in that city. Population 
is about 35,000. La Dorada, an industrial and commercial center, is ac
cessible by river, rail, hiGh'.;ray and by air. It is surrounded by a rich 
farm and rcnchinG arc~. 

Field stc:.ff ~ 

Pc.stor Oliverio Mora, Pn.st:-r & Hrs. Julio c. Orozco, Pastor & Mrs. Gerardo T!ilchos, 
Po.stor & }Irs. Paus<mio.s Vlilchos, l.iir. & 1f1rs. Gusto.vc Rodriguez, Miss Joyce Bcr.:;h, 
Miss Holen Danic::ls.:m, Miss Cornelia Jonson, Pastor & 1Jrs. l... C.I;i:orck, Miss Belva 
Ncr lien, Pastor & 11rs. H. L. Olson) Pastor & i'l:rs. Gerhard Ostrem, Pastor Olgcr 
Qunnrud. (l·Irs. Qucnrud passed m:uy in 1956 at t:hich time our ·~·ork in Hcdcllin uas 
cl.Jsod dvYm duo t.) Qunnrud 1 s leavinG the city end tho urgent need of other <:orkors 
in ffi.)ro pr8mising fields.) 

Eleven Colombian to~chers at present ton.ch in the six d~y schools operated ~n this 
field. ~vo Colvmbinns nnd tuo foreigners make up tho full-time staff at the 
"Insti tuto Biblico-Cul turnl" in J3ot;ot6.. 



A mtlEP REPORT Oll THE EVDGELICAL L'O"l.'lllUU.AX CHURCH - OOLOJmiA SDOD 
to be presented at the Third Latin Amerioan Lutheran 
Oonte:renoe in Buenos J.i:rea, J.r,entina, A.p:rU lJ-17, 1859· 

Important developments have taken place in Colombia ainoe '" reported to 

the Second. Latin American Lutheran Conference in Patropolia, Brasil, in 1954· 
Polit1call71 the country experienced a dramatic change through the ~loodleaa 

popular upria1ng whioh. overthHw the lo~aa diotatorahlp on ...,. 10, 195,. fh1a 

retU'l"'l to dalllOoratic principles waa ocnaolid.ated in the presidential eleotioa et 

Kq; 1958, and the inau,uration of President Alberto Llerae Oa.IJiu>p in ,.lup.at 

of· the aame year. It ia to be hoped. that the preaent policies ot the "hate 

Baoional"1 oharaoteriaed. ~ toler&Doe and parity tn goverament between Conaerv.atives 

ana. M'be:ralsl Will result in more atabili'tJ' in government and. eoonoJ&1', ud. in sore 

social juatioe, a:rui even in more religious libertT for minority groups. 

While the lite and development of the congregations whioh now make up what 

is known as the "Iglesia l'n.n&'lioa Luterana - Sinodo d.e Colombia d.oea not depend. 

on these political, aooial and eooaomic tactora, they are nevertheless greatlr 

1nfi uenced by them. Certa.UU7 these congregations breath and. act 1d th. oonside:rabl7 

more liberty than they did at the time of the PetTOpolis Conference. At that 

time only one congregation, that of Bogot,, was f'ormal17 organized. 'l'odq siX 

are organized and a seventh in the process of organizinB• ll&ving weathered a 

long decad.e of persecution d.uring wh.ioh their f'ai th wa.a tested. and their ooherence 

as churches proven, it Y&s a natural and necessary s1ep now to draw up their con
stitutions and organize as responsible Lutheran eongregatiens. 

The next important step was taken on Jul7 26, 19581 when at their airth 

annual meeting these oongreptiona banded together to torm the "Evangelical 

Lutheran Church - Colombia. 87nod ". 
lfhia tiey oh'tn'ch boq, composed tor all practical purposes of tJeTen ~ 

tiona, had on its recorda at the close of 1958 five hundred. and eightr-five souls 

of which 274 are oollllllUilioant (confirmed) members. Ad.h.erenta or "87Jill'&thizera" 

would. pro'ba.bl7 outnum'ber the actual members. Average church attendance is con

siderably greater than the number of members. !hese people are ~tina" with 

the exception of a TeJ:T tn toreign.era who attend more or less reglll.arly the 

worship services. 

Statistics for 1958 show a net gain of about 2~ over the 1957 membership. 

:Durillg the year 105 new metabe:ra were received.; two 'b7 a4ul t baptism, 37 'V 
inf'8llt baptism 8lld " b7 adult confirma:tion. lfearly all of the 37 i.n:tanta 

baptimed are ohildren of members. '!'he 66 members received tbl'ough adult confirma

tion come from nominal lomaniam. When one looks into the faoea of our congrega

tions he is impressed by the large percentage <>f children and young people. 
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'~he Eva;ngelioal Lutheran Church - Colom'bia s,nod. 

Ino14ental171 the young people are organ1Md in a national Luther League 

known as "Junntud del Oaa'tUlo Fuerte" {Touth of the Mighty ll'ortreaa). 

2. 

Sihoe 1954, when the ~aional Admiu1..-rative OounoU" waa tormed w1 th 

representatives from the various oongrep.t1ons, oonaiderable progress h.aa been 

ma.d.e tol'l&rd an indigenous ancl responsible ohuroh in Oolombi&l thAt i.a1 :the 

trmaition from nasion to Ohu:roh as a aelf'-propap:ting1 aelt•goveftJi.JtB aDl aelt

suppol"ting organism. One oan aq that the two first ot these char&o"eriatios 

were reached when the IQ'Jlodical oonat:l.t~ion ,aa siped in July, 1958• Complete 

sel't-suj,port is striven for_. cou.grep.tiona increase in number ami their· f!l811bera 

fP'O'W in the responsibiliV ot Oh.rtetian et~. Iione of the aembera are in 

the upper economic -'bracket.. Xo't one owns aa automobile. llarq .are poor. Yet 

amcing all are a goodly nwaber who are faithtul in giving to the support of the 

church. 

Properties tor .ohurcb. aD4 school uae in 'Uie &})Proximate value "fd t265,400.00 U. f 
' 

are owned. in eight different urban and rural pointe. Due to the 4ifi'icrul ties and 

the flxpense inv"olv'64 for ea.oh congregation to o'Dtain "personeria .turid.ioa" ( to 

incorporate), these properties are provisiQnallT held in the name ot the Mission 

Corporation legalized in 1949. 
Impo~tant in the development of a responsible church is an indigenous 

ministry. In this direction the Oolombia Synod. h&a made some progress. It hu 

four ordained Colombian pa.stors tra.~e4 abroad, and two men at present atud7ing 

theology; one in Argentina and one in Mexico. Clnl7 one of the three foreign 

clerQ'lDftn serving under the ·~ is in a full-time pastorate. !he others are 

in educational aad administrative wor~ Wew opportunities of work in Colombia 

and expansion of the old create a great acaroity of pastors.. ~lists or 

catechists as well as the grade school teachers in the local oongrea&tiona help 

il1. the work of oatechisation and prea.chi»e in the seven parishes and a dozen 

preaching places. In some places unpaid local ohuroh. members plq an illlportant 

part in. this work. On all fronts the import&Bce of p .. onal evangeliam (or the 

spontaneous witness ot Christ to ones neighbor) ia &tressed.. 'l'hwl, the "levan" 

of the Gosp~l permeates little 'by little the whole maaa ot aooieq. 

The lnsti tuto B!blioo-cul tun!, operated in BogotA under S;rnod. and Mission 

auspices, prepares elementa17 school teaohera and. evangelists (oateohiata), and 

in i t• extension prosram reaches out to the pneral membership w1 tll -.raining in 

Bible and. other subjects that are geared to produce more intelligent and effective 

church members and Sunday Sohool teachers. Ten elementar,y ~ schools operate 

throughout the field manned by Colombian t·eachera. 



The Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia 8rDo4 

Jlour foreign lady missionaries aern in the Synod's education and parish 

visitation program. The general educational program is headed up by a young 

Colombian with specialized training in this field. 

). 

We are asked occasionally what relation, it &nTt exists between the con

gregations of the Colombia S711od. am the Lutheran foreign-18ZlgUAg8 congregations 

in Colombia. S)'Dod • s Constitution in Article T aqa this a "The Synod declares 

its desire to cooperate with other Lutheran &Q'Aoda ad bodies within u well u 

outside the country, and with the Lutheran World Federation." We d.are sq that 

an ef'teotiTe cooperation could exist even now to the extent that the pastors ot 
the foreign-language oongrega:tions are in CCIIIIIDand of the Spanish language and 

where the congregations themaelves would enoourage its uH. LV pa.ators and 

workers have on several occasions a.ooepted. inTitations to take part in special 

activities of' the Colombian Church. I:t our oo.mon faith, preached and taugh-t to 

all w1. thout reserrations and. distinctions, were understood and accepted as the 

common denominator among us all aa Lutherans, we should i.mmediatecy be launched 

together on the great task of planting and extending the Ohuroh of Jesus Christ 

among an inditf~ren'\, irreligious or nominallJ' Christian population. We of 'the 

Colombia 8,7nod sincerely welcome a wider fellonhip in Christ and tether coopera

tion in the work of His Kingdom which awai ta a awakening Lutheranism in Latin 

America,. Jlq this Third Latin American Lutheran Aaeembl7 strengthen our f'ai th, 

enhance our vision, and make us more oonscioua of our great heritage and more 

alive to our responsibility of sharing it with our neighbors in this hemisphere 

and in the world. 

Arnt'8ld c. Korok 

President 
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SO£/IE ~ACTS ON COLOMBIA AND THE ELC - COLOIEBIA SYNOD 

Compiled by A. ·~· Morek; 
'l,. 

Revised by w. c. ,Yf.cs.tman (.1967) 

GEOGRAPHIC A..rm ET.tiNI C FEATURES 

C;lo~bia lies to, the e][t_rem\3 no;thwest nf So.uth . .Am~·r~ca, and borders o~·: Panama, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Per)l a.ncr· Ecuador. The on-1-Y .country of t_b.is coptiner1t whose_ 
shores are washed by two oceans, it has 1,802 miles of coastline, 994.2 on the 
Caribbean Sea, _and .807 .8 on the Pacific Ocean. It.s .principal seaports are Carta
gena, Barranql,lil_la, a11.d .Buenaventura. Bogota, its capital or" Jfmillion people, ... 
sprawls. on an inland _plateau a mile and three-quarters above sea level. . · . "' . . . . . . 

The fourth largest cf South .America's ten republics, ·colombia has an estimated 
area of /~40, 505 square miles (larger than Ontario and smaller than Alaska). 

. .- . _q~. . . .s.:>.~ ·. . 
With a P()PUlation of over~,ooo,ooo, about-.3J,..-5-peopl.e live .on eachequare 
nile. However, fo~ a truer pic.ture of the population-_d€n1sity, it should: be 
remenbered th8:t most of the population li-ve in the 17 "departarn~ntos" (states). 
which conprise about half ·o:f Colombia's total area, while the vast: tr()pical . 
expansesof the uninco:rporatE;>d 11 intendencia,sn and. "oomisarias 11 are very sparsely 
:P·o_pulated. •. Most densely populated are the valleys. and plateaus of; the three Ande?Jl 

. nouritain ranges thP-t run thr01~gh the west centr8J. part, rising to heights of' 10,000 
to 18,000 feet. Colombia's population is largely mestizo, resulting from a 
nixture of the Spaniards v7ith tile indigenous tribes. Most of the 11 oolored" popu
lation live on the ccast, where their -anc-e~to:r·s-::Were slaves to the Spaniards. 
Colombia has no race problem. 

The Magdaiena River (Colombia's .Mississippi), f~d by 500 tributaries, wiNs ~orth-
. ward for nearly l,OOC miles to the Caribbean a.n<t is navigable for. s.ternwheelers_ 

about half its length. Other great rivers flow into the Oriiloco and .Amazon systems. 

Climate. th;roughout cbiombia vari'~s·, .. aooording to ~ ti tude, .. from tropical on the 
coasts and interior lowlands to temperate and. cold in the mountains. For example, 
Tunj a at 9, 000 feet has an_ average temperat:ure of 55 degrees F. while. La Dorada 
at 600 feet averages 84 degrees F., with only. slight variations throughout the ye~r. . ~ . 

NATIJR.AL RESOtJRCES .A1':rD INDUSTRY 

Colombia is the s$cond largest coffee·producer in the world (Brazil being first; but 
Colombia is first in mEd_coffee) •. Other. imp_orta.nt products are: bananas, cotton, 
sugar, cattle, petroHmm, textiles, err,eralds, gold, and iron. The. vast mineral 
wealth of Colombia has only begun to he exploited.· The steel industry at the r.Qeel'!: 
t~~ mines of Paz de Rio is unique in that. all necess~y raw mat~rials abound 
Within a radius_ _of 20 miles from the ·plant. · 

RELIGIOUS F~ATLTRES 

The nost important indigenous culture of Colombia was that of the S]li1-worsl:ipping 
Chibchas upoi1 the :tuins of which v•as superimpo~ed, i~ the Spanish colonization, a 
Roman Catholic cui tm€l. wl!ich had- not felt the impact . of the Reformation. Thus, 
the religious environment i~ quite· different from that of North .America, vvl10se 
colonizers brought with then form n6rtherri Europe the open Bible, the clec:nsing 
fires of the Reformation, and a personal faith in the Risen Christ. 
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Excepting a comparatively small nuinb€r -of Protestants and Jews, and the approximate
ly 500,000 unincorporated Indians of fl4p known tribes, nearly all Colombians are 
nominal Roman Catholics. However, according to Roman Catholic estimates, enly about 
20% are active in the practice of that religion to the extnet of attending mass once 
a year. 

Over_ a.century -a:go. the Pre~~y~erians made :their fir.st beginnings of mis~iona.ry >"iork 
in Colombia •. 'Jloday over: 20 different Protestant mission organizations. ar.e working 
here, in near.ly -al.l ~i,;s of the _C()untry. · ·. . · 

... ,.,.. . , .. - . 
The CEDEC (Evengelical Confederati.on 'of Colocrbia). census commi.ttee reports an . 
approximate Protestant comrriU!ficant membership~of 45,000. The total Protestant 
constituency in estimated at over iBO,OOO people. These figures do not include 
the Colombian islands of San .Andr~:s and Providenci.a, 90'/o of whose 1, 500 people are 
ProtestC3At .. 

~--, n 

; CEDEC reports, a persecution toll of ,115 Protestant Christians martyred for their 
A.- faith, 66 Protestant chur.cl1eS and chapels destroye·d, and over 200 Pz:otestant schools 
,. \ closed during :~the yewJs 194&-1959,. ·· Most of these schools were reopened after the 

overthrow of the dictai,;orship ... · Protestants now enjoy much more liberty. 'l'b.e new 
"climate it created ... by the.. Vatican Council has eased tensions and led to friendly. 
encounters between. Roman .. Catholic· and Protestant leaders. But Roman Catholic ~con
trol of the. public schools still accounts for much discrimination. against· Protestant 
students and teacl?;erso . . . 

LUTHERAN I'ORK 

Historic Sketch 

Lu...t4eran. wq.rk _was begun. in 19-36 by an _independent group known as ''Celmosal' (Colombia 
Evange~_ical. LU:~heran Missi~n of, ~outh .America), vvi th missionaries f_rom vaz:ious synods J 
ELC, :r-.utheran Brethren'-:· Augustana, and UELC. . " : ,_. . · : , 

V,hen the first mi~sionari:es. called by the ELC and the. UELC arrived .on. :the field ·in 
1944, the above-mentioned independent Lutheran mission had.·alread.y.g~thered six.or 
seve_n groups- of bel=i:evers .. and opened a Bible School. With .these reinfor:cement~ it 

.·:_!las possible._t.o.place ~esidentmissionaries in f:qur strategic towns, --sta:t'fthe~ 
Bible School, and~open a new station in Tunja, the capital of Boyaca. Four rustic 
chapels were built. 

_,Th~n began a time of setbacks and persecution. Even before our Mission (ELC-UELC) 
.a.s~umed responsib~li_ty for the :field in 1946, a qhange in government took place 
·whigh, led to the ,disastrous politico-religious struggle frocr. which the country has 

-··:only begun to,_-::J?ecover _·since. oust=i:ng_ its dictato:r.-ial- government in 1957. 

Nevertheless; God granted~ a short time of fruitful work·before the?:storm of p~r
secution broke upon un in full force. Though contemplated for years, our opening 
v7ork in Bogota, the national capital, came as a direct result of the persecution 
which forced us out of Duit~~a, our main center in Boyaca. 

.. .. . . ~- ···. .. - . . . '· 

Perl:!ecution which hl:ld qoen .spo:r;aqic became general and organized. There were· 
rep~a.ted s~onings,.o£: our. p.omes, ~ools, and meeting places. Several believers 
were impri~oned; oth~rs we,re killed. Four of our rural chapels and two missionary 
ho~.es were· destr~yed ·an:l nll our schools closed. 
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It was not easy to adjust to these discouraging circumstances; Yet, most of the 
believers proved stam1ch through it all< Some were able to return to their com
munities. Others settled in new areas, and thus the Gospel was spread. Though 
'_'J'lnble to meet for worship, their lives. preached the Living Word. Enemies became 
fr:i..ends; persecutors became Christian wi·~nesses. 

Missionaries tried through letters to encourage believers in these communities 
where visits from them would only mean renewed persecution.. Meanwhile, they con
c&ntrated their efforts in the cities, gathering refugees from the country and 
making new contacts~ 

. - ~ . 

Q!._ganization and. Prog,Eess. 
The schools and churches closed during the persecution years have been reopened 
ar.d new areas of servic,·; ·ha-..;:·o been opened.. At present ¥_elementary schools are 
opera+,ing . .w.itb 1.5 Cglom'Qiaaq, teache:r·B;, The Lutheran school in Sogamoso, with 
go-vernment license, offers t~e offici~~ sec~ndary cur~· ul. ~~l'lw Di~~a 
~oxwp:i~njl£ig:ffl}~~-~..--vyi>c:..-~~ ::J-:,~ __ C. . 
~- - 4·1"V~ ~ t:fA.£-~~~ "'ha::r:t::i,.-$- VU--( r -· . 
A signif .. icant forward step was the formal organization of the "Iglesia Evangelica 
Luterana -- Sinodo de Colombia" (Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod) on 
Tulr,:;6:; 1958',. wt th six membe~ congregatio~s. -~;=m more c~ngrtlgations were added 
:..l:.. ,;., ·L. A secoz:1:d congregatlon was organlZOd ln :Bogota ln February, 1965. 

Pastors have been t~ained. in Lutheran seminaries in Argentina and :Mexico. A joint 
Lutheran seminary, ~~ugsburgo," was opened in Mexlco iii January, 1965. ? 
'ilhl ... @P _student" f'rma Colombie:. are enro1 w. - I 

.y A A-A 7 f e 
1 

h "'k 
CONGREGATIONS AND PREACHING PLACES OF THE ELC -.CS 

Eo!' a clearer idea of their lo.oation, see the following outline map and. a brief 
ske-:;ch of each center of· ac·ci:vity on the Colombia field~ 
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BCF('ote.~ Colomb:i.a 1 s capital of-two mil::_ion souls. The first Lutheran service 
in Spanish was held :here on Easter Sunday: 1949. Redeemer Lutheran congregation 
~:'T::ts organized in Jti..'luary1 1953? anfl. an attractive church build:ing and parsonage 
were dedicated on September 27, 1953. A ~1 educational unit was dedicated 
in 1958 for use of Sunday School and Day School. A christian nookstore was 
built in 1966. It is located along side Redee!Iler Church. The congregation in 
its evar..gelistic efforts reaches out to other preaching places in the city~ 
1;San Lucas" congregation was organized in February, 1965, in Ciudad Kennedy, a 
Bogota suburb with j_ 50,000 people. v,·orship services are also ~eing held in 
south 3ogota in a privat3 hone, with tho idea of organizing another congregation 
:i.n tho near :t"uture ... 

Tunia~ Cold, colonial state capital of Boyaca where Lutheran work was begun in 
J945, A srna11 gi'CUp 0f be~ Lr-:ro:rs has rngularly met here for worship and was 
formally organized as a con[;regation in 19 58. 

3~ Soga'lloso: Historic c-:mtor of ancient Inca culture, now a bustling city of 
35,000 inhabitants; close to steel mills of Belencito and iron mines of Paz de Rio. 



5. e Lutheran work was begun, here: in 1953.. A building for boarding school, Ch-apel,· and 
' apartments for pastor .and teache.rs was erected and dedicated in 19 57. ,. ':rhe congre

gation wa~ -organized. the same .year •. The, .sch9o). no~:offers secon_d:afy, Bible, and 
· no~al training. .. · · · . 

4. Socota: Parpa, in the municipality~ of Socot"a, accessible ohly by mule or on 
foot, is the home of a rural congregation of Presbyterian origin served by 
Lutheran Mission since 1939. Locai believers built their own humble chapel. 
This, the oldest Protestant chapel in Boyaca, and the parsonage were destroyed 
in 1950 by antiProtestant fanatics. Reconstruction began in 1954 and was 
suspended in 1956 when builder was threate-ned and imprisoned. Day school under 
auspices of congregati·ori was reopened i-n 1958. ·The congregation· was organiZ:&d 
December 26, 1958, and the new -chapel c6mple,ted, and ded~cated April 26, ·1959. 
Three or four hours by mulo trail from Parpa, ~t Frailejonal, is another rural 
g:t'oup which organiz·ed as a congregation in 1961. 

5. Paz de Ariporo: The center of this scattered p~ish on the tropical Plains 
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of Casanare was at La Aguada, a town which was completely destroyed (including 
Lutheraq chapel and parsonage) in 1950 during .civil war between. revolutionary
and government-forces~ Since then tlie congregation, formally qrganizt}d in 
19511, has been served by an itinerant pastor, the wholE;) gro\lp;ui-eeting at one.· 
place two or ·three 'times a year.- Paz de' Ari:Poro, a new t_own cr~ated by the 
government in 1953, is now tho municipal center of this rural parish. 

Trinidad: An important to\:n in the heart of the Casanare Plains, promises 
to become the center of a· s~cortd congregation in t,his area. A lot was .purchased 
and a school and parson~e have buil 't. ; 

7. El Cocuy: Mountain to>m 9,000 feet above sea lcv0l, nestled in ·9-. beautiful 
valley close to the snow caps of El Cocuy, is the center of a promising field 
for the Gospel. On the Mission premises in the town itself is a chapel and a 
day school. The greater part of the congregation lives two or three miles up 
in the mountains in a community known·as El.Carrizal. He.:re there is also a 
small chapel, a school, and a cemetery. This congregation was organized in 
1955. There are several other preaching places in the area. · · 

8. Chiscas: A quaint lit-tle town surrounded by scenic mountai!is and irihabi ted 
before the Spanish conquest by the Laches··. and Chiscas tribes. With the large: 
rural community included in this municipality, it _offers a great cha,llenge. 
The nucleus of believers in the area was organized as a congregation in 1961·. 
Property, owned there by the Mission. ~ince 1948; .provides .~:chapG"l, school, a.r:td 
residence. 

9. La Doradat Lutheran work was begun .in this. irr;porta.nt river port in 1958 upon 
the invitation of a group of "Protesta"{lt beli8vers •. Population is about 35,000. 
La Dorada, an 1ndustrial :and commerc.ial p~nier, i? accessible b.Y river, rail, 
highway, and air. It ·is surrounded by a :rich farm arid ranching area. Buildings 
for chapel, school, and parsonage were dedicated August 17, 1958. 

10. Orocue: Lutheran work was begun· in···thii/rlver-:c·ity in 1965. Orocue is located 
on the Meta River, one of the major river highways of Colombia. This is the cen
ter of our river operations with our 33 foot boat, the "San Pablo" (St. Paul), 
which is used in evangelizing the thousands OI people that live on the banks of 
this major river. 
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11. ~~ It is one of the oldest cities on the continent,. founded in 1536. To
.day it'· has a population of about one million ~ouls, and is one of the":fastest 
_grmvinti citl.es. in .O.olombia.. The mean temperature is a lovely ·•rfoF. Ll.it~eran 
work in Spanish was be01ID in this city in· February of 19·67 1 how:ever, there is 
a German Lutheran congregation of long standing located in C'al.i• ·. The future 
looks very bright f.or the work in Cali.·. · · 

PERSONNEL 

Colomb:fan: 
'Pastor Oliverio Mor'a, Pastor and Mrs. ·Gerardo Wilches, Pastor anq Mr.s .. _ Pausanias 
Wilches; Mr. ·an'd Mrs. ·Hernando Lara, 'Mr. Nehemias Parada, ~. _Benjamin Oje:da, Mr. 
and Mrs;, He:rinan Ariza; and Mr. & Mrs. Juan.· Saenz •. _ 

Several evangelists, some of them studying and working part-time; play an important 
part in the evangelistic outreach of the church. 

Foreign~ .· ---·- .. 
Miss Joyce Bergh, Miss Helen-Danielson, M:i,ss Cornelia Jensen, Pastor.and,Mrs. 
Harold L. Olson, Pastor an~ Mrs • .Arnfeld c. Morek, Pastor and Mrs. Ma.l"layne Jacobson, 
Pastor ~7al ter Ltidwigsen, Pastor· and Mrs. Wilmer Westman, Pastor and -Mrs. Dale Brand., 
Pastor and ]lf~s. Norman Cmod.t, -and Pastor & ·Mrs. Viesturs Pavasars.:: 

FOREIGN L}\.NGUAGE (NON-SPANISH) CHURCHES 

Six ·foreign language c·o:ngregations (mostly German a.nd Scandinavian). in_ C;oTombia 
are served by two pastors and one "Diakam·" imd.er the auspices of .. t]le L1,1theran 
World Federation. Resident pastors in Bogota and Cali serve the congregations 
in ·Bogota, Barrai:tq~illa, Caii, Medellin, Manizales,. and Paste.: _. 

PRESENT NEEDS __ : 

Urgent_ly needed on the Co-l-Ombia field are: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4-· 
5 •. 

More Colombian pastors and teachers 

More oissionaries 

Instructors in- the Bi"!:lle -·Normal School 

A business and book store manager 

A -xe:riewaJ: in faith and life that will stir the church into more 
responsibility in evangelism and self-support. 

·.·:,_-. 

We .~ontinue to pray and ~lead for rei.ri.forcem~nts~ The Luthera.11 Church face_s. a · 
n,ew anq..promising day in Coiombia~ ~ere.are unprecedented opportunities if we 
h~y~ ,the .vitality and resources ( sp:iri tual. and material) to meet the challenge. 

"BRETHREN, PRAY FOR US." 
.. -.·._.. 
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From the Desk of ... 

MORRIS A. SORENSON JR. 
This issue of The Missiorulry gives special attention to the work of The 
American Lutheran Church in Colombia. 

Lutheran work was begun in Colombia in 1936 by an independent group 
known as the "Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America" 
(CELMOSA), made up of missionaries from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and Church of the Lutheran Brethren. In 1946, the administration 
of the Colombian work was assumed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. And in 1960, the work in 
Colombia became one of the twelve mission fields of The American Lu
theran Church. 

The first decade of Lutheran work in Colombia, 1936-1946, was a time 
of beginnings. A number of small groups of believers were gathered, resi
dent missionaries were located in strategic towns, and a Bible school was 
begun. Several small chapels were also constructed during this period. 

The second decade, 1946-1956, was marked by unfortunate setbacks 
and rather severe persecution. The entire nation was caught up in political 
and religious struggle. Homes, schools, and meeting places of evangelical 
Christians were repeatedly stoned. Several believers were imprisoned, 
others killed, chapds and homes destroyed, and all of the Lutheran schools 
closed. It was a difficult and discouraging period. Yet, believers stood in 
the faith and the missionary witness of the church was not silenced. 

During this period, largely because of the persecution, Lutheran work 
was begun in the capitol city of Bogota. The first service was held on 
Easter Sunday, 1949, a congregation was organized in January of 1953, 
and a church building and parson~ge were dedicated in September of the 
same year. 

The third decade, 1956-1966, was a decade of recovery and adjustment. 
A new government came into power in 1957 and the nation embarked on 
the difficult recovery from a near disastrous political-religious struggle. Dur
ing this period schools were reopened, churches rebuilt, and evangelism 
resumed in the more rural areas of the country. 
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It was during this decade, too, that the Evangelical Lutheran Church

Colombia Synod (ELC-CC) was formally organized with six member con
gregations. The constituting convention of the synod was held on July 26, 
1958. Two additional congregations joined the synodical structure in 1961 
and still another associated itself with the Synod in 1965. The church is 
small, some 700 members, and the national ministerium numbers only 
three. Yet, it is the Lutheran Church of Colombia and for it we pray and to 
it we have pledged our support. 

It should be noted that during this decade, a joint Spanish language 
seminary was opened in Mexico City. The first class began study at that 
seminary in January of 1965. Several young men from the Colombia Synod 
are there preparing themselves for Colombian ministry. 

This decade marked also the arrival of several new missionary families. 
Two missionary pastors entered the work in 1963, one in 1964, two in 
1965, and still another in 1966. These were the first workers permitted 
legal entry into Colombia after an unfortunately long period during which 
there was no augmentation of the missionary staff. 

• • • 
In an attempt to understand and properly support the work of The 

American Lutheran Church in Colombia there are three things which de
mand particular note at this point in the development of the Colombian 
work. 

In the first place, today there is freedom and opportunity which has 
been unparalleled in the history of Lutheran work in Colombia. A new 
government and a moderating religious climate have created a setting in 
which the Lutheran Church is free to proclaim the Gospel, to establish 
churches, and to exert significant influence in a changing political and so
ciological setting. 

An increased missionary staff has made it possible for the Lutheran 
Church to respond to new opportunity. New work has been begun in the 
cities of Cali and Bogota. A bookstore has been opened in the northern 
section of the Capitol city (Bogota). Yet, the Lutheran Church has just 
begun to respond to the opportunities which do await confrontation. New 
freedom in Colombia and almost unlimited opportunities for witness call 
for an increasing support of the work there by congregations and individ
uals of The American Lutheran Church. There is need for more missionary 
personnel and additional funds for the expansion of the Evangelical wit
ness in Colombia. 

In the second place, a conscious attempt is being made in Colombia to 
speak significantly to a newly emerging urb~n middle class. 

Initially, Lutheran work was begun in the rural areas, particularly in the 
state of Boyaca. During the period of persecution, Lutheran work was be
gun in Bogota, which until recently was the only urban work in which the 
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Lutheran Church was en
gaged. But now, the Church 
has sensed a particular call to 
intensify its witness to the 
rapidly emerging urban mid-
dle class. This is deemed es- ~ Co 1omb i a 
sential because of the evident 
importance of this group and 
the potential leadership which 
is a part of this class. 

It should be indicated at 
this point that, because of the 
small national ministerium, 
there is an inadequate national leadership for the Evangelical Lu
theran Church-Colombia Synod. It is hoped that urban ministries will 
assist significantly in. the provision of leadership for the national church. 

And finally, in the third place, the Protestant church in Colombia 
is seeking a more adequate understanding of its role in a pre
dominently Roman Catholic culture. This is a quest which has been 
and will continue to be with the Protestant community in Colombia. It is 
essential that the community continues to ask the question as to its role 
in the society in which it finds itself. This is directly related, of course, to 
the determination of the most effective methods of reaching people with 
the Gospel in that particular setting. 

The Lord has opened doors in a marvelous way in Colombia. The Ameri
can Lutheran Church has responded by providing a missionary staff alert 
to the needs and the opportunities in that land. The Division of World 
Missions requests the congregations and members of The American Lu
theran Church to provide increasing support to the missionary staff in 
Colombia through fervent prayer and generous giving. The opportunities 
are there and as a church we are called upon to face up to those oppor
tunities, and be faithful in the witness which the Lord of the Church has 
committed to us in that Latin American nation. 
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ANTONIO ARIZA, one of our first believers in Soata. Hernan, next to his father, is 
studying in the Seminary in Mexico City. 

Change and Challenge in Colombia 

On a trip to El Cocuy, the 
northeast limit of our Colombian 
field, one passes through Soatli and 
by the house where the Lutheran 
faith was first planted in Colombia. 
It was there in 1936 the Misses 
Myrtle Nordin (now Mrs. Huerta 
of Mexico) of Lake Lillian, Minn. 
and Marie Thompson (now Mrs. 
Juan Galdamez of New York) of 
Clearbrook, Minn., on the advice 

TI-l£ f/1(:;>U)i'/f-iR. y 
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COLOMBIA 

of Rev. Alexander Allen (veteran 
Presbyterian missionary), founded 
the work of the Colombia Evan
gelical Lutheran Mission of South 
America (CELMOSA). Other Cel
mosa missionaries came to Soata 
and were instructed in Spanish by 
Mr. Juan Galdamez and accom
panied by him on evangelistic ex
cursions to El Cocuy, Socota, and 
the Plains. This center of activity 
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later was moved from Soata to 
Duitama which . was centrally lo
cated and more accessible, and it 
was to Duitama the first ELC
UELC missionaries, most of whom 
had studied in Mexico City, arrived 
to help out the Celmosa group. By 
invitation of Celmosa the ELC
UELC took over responsibility for 
the work on this field in 1946. 

Other new missionaries who 
came studied in the language school 
in Medellin, Colombia. Finally, 
when the persecution in Duitama 
caused the shift of the Bible In
stitute to the capital of Colombia 
and her largest city, Bogota, the 
most permanent and natural center 
was founded there. Additional mis
sionaries have come there, most of 
whom have studied Spanish in the 
language center in Costa Rica. 

This work, in thirty years, was to 
pass through three decades of 
change, adjustment and develop
ment; through the stages of evan
gelization, foundation of congrega
tions, and expansion; to be in
fluenced by the different emphases: 
1) that of a Biblical-pietistic orien
tation, 2) later of a Biblical-church 
emphasis, and 3) more recently 
with a theological-church influence. 

It was to be supporteq as a 
faith mission with the gifts ·of in
terested friends; then later as a 
church mission, but as an extra 
endeavor of the mission budget of 
the ELC and a special budget of 
the UELC; and finally, under 
The ALC as a regular budgeted 
part of the church's mission pro
gram. 
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I GENERAL CHANGES 

Communication 
In the country and small towns 

perhaps one home, or at the most 
a few, had a clock or a radio. It 
was not strange to wait half an 
hour or more for the people to 
come together for a meeting. To
day the majority of the homes have 
a transistor radio that has become 
a clock to mark their time, a world 
of ideas to influence their thinking, 
and a voice to control their lives. 

Transportation 
A trip from El Cocuy to Bogota 

years ago, in a two-bench truck 
with cargo behind, would take a 
couple of days. Now five or six 
buses each day require at the most 
ten hours for the trip. Likewise 
from Sogamoso to the capital was 
an all day event whether by bus or 
by train. Now every half hour 
buses leave or arrive, and taxis ev
ery hour make the trip in three 
or four hours. All this indicates that 
the Colombian is on the move, and 
besides being a transistory" he is 
a "transitory" being, with all the 
problems that come with the mul
titudes on the move. The ex-mayor 
of LaDorada told me he calculated 
that 35% of this river port and 
frontier town are on the move. 

Industry-Urbanization 
In the beginning of our work we 

found most of the things on the 
shelves in stores, except for textile 
products, carried the mark, "Made 
in the USA." Some years later a 

third of the products were marked, 
"Industria Argentina"-made in Ar
gentina-and the rest were made 
in the USA, except for tires-"In
dustria Brazilen~"-made in Brazil. 
About ten or twelve years ago most 
everything carried, "Industria Col
ombiana": Goodyear Tires, Kel
log's Corn Flakes, Arrow Shirts, 
Jeeps, etc. This industrial develop
ment also marks the exodus from 
the country to the city making the 
urban problems as serious as the 
rural. 

Ministry-Social Service 
The urbanization development 

marks the efforts to meet the chal
lenge with the opening of work by 
Rev. Viesturs Pavasars in a middle 
class suburb of Cali (see page 14), 
as well as an increased participa-

OUR REDEEMER lUTHERAN CHURCH, 
BOGOTA, dedicated in 1953. 
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tion in social endeavors. Together 
with our new and active congre
gation in a worker's suburb of 
Bogota, Ciudad Kennedy (an Al
liance for Progress project), a dis
pensary has been functioning where 
Dr. Jorge Corzo, a product of our 
schools, gives of his time and atten
tion one afternoon a week to the 
medical needs of the people. Two 
missionaries belong to service clubs, 
a couple has been instrumental in 
the founding of a school for re
tarded children, and a wife has 
found an open door for service to 
the physical and spiritual needs of 
the residents in an old peoples' 
home. 

RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL 
CHANGES 

One is amazed at the quick 
change in the last five years in the 
attitude of the Catholics to the 
Protestants. At first it was with a 
mingled suspicion and curiosity 
that we were regarded. Then open 
animosity showed itself as priests 
and political opportunists stirred 
up the people to speak evil of, or 
to stone us and our people. But 
oftentimes just public officials de
fended those who suffered the 
brunt of the attack. Then when 
the transfer from liberal to conser
vative government with the hitter's 
emphasis on centralized authority 
gave way to a police state type of 
rule, evangelicals were sought out, 
charged with being traitors to their 
own country, and were openly 
ridiculed and sometimes brutally 
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mistreated. When General Rojas, 
later a military dictator, pacified 
our areas we were tolerated and 
given limited opportunities for 
work. As constitutional government 
returned under Dr. Alberto Lleras 
Camargo, more unlimited freedom 
to worship and to evangelize has 
come to us. Imagine one's surprise 
today to find that one can visit 
Catholic schools, and even take a 
class in seminaries as Rev. Dale 
Brand has been permitted by Tun
ja's Bishop to do (see page 11). 
Students of Catholic schools come 
to buy Bibles and to ask questions, 
often sent by priests or nuns. Miss 
Helen Danielson, parish worker on 
our field for 26 years, remarked 
that until recently the Catholics 
were curious to know about the 
evangelical faith but now they want 
to know the Bible. And dialogue is a 
common thing in Bogota between 
leading Catholic and Episcopalian 
priests, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and 
other evangelical pastors. 

THE CHALLENGE TO TRAIN 
It is most encouraging to see that 

the Bible, in place of being a pre
scribed book for the laity has be
come a recommended book, for it 
is the Word of God that has given, 
through the working of the Spirit, 
whatever life, wisdom and power 
our Lutheran work has had. Soon 
after the work was founded mis
sionaries felt the need of deepen
ing the young people in that Word 
and of preparing them for service 
in reaching forth the Word to 
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GERARDO AND PAUSANIAS WILCHES 
(cousins), first Colombian pastors who 
were ordained in 1954. 

others. Rev. Gerhard Ostrem be
gan with one young man, Juan 
Montoya at Socha, and Mrs. An
drew Larson with a young lady, 
Aracely Leal, at El Cocuy. Later 
students came together at Duitama 
under Rev. Salte, then the girls 
under Rev. Hans Thoreson in Soata 
and the boys with Rev. A. C. 
Morek. United again in Duitama 
it functioned until moved in 1948 
to Bogota. 

Here it had several successful 
years, but then as the boys began 
to diminish in number and some 
made the Institute just a means 
of more high school education, it 
. was felt advisable to close the 
Bible school in Bogota, and the 
girls were transferred to Sogamoso. 
This has left a big gap in our 
training of laymen for service, and 
today very serious consideration is 

being given to some means of pre
paring our laity. Rev. Marlayne 
Jacobson has started a class for 
deacons in the Bogota church (see 
page 12) which may become a pat
tern for other congregations. This, 
and the apparent letdown in the 
interest in reaching and holding 
our second generation for Christ, 
are areas in which we have not 
made the proper response to the 
challenge, and they need our se
rious study and prayer. 

The years of violence taught us 
the practical lesson that the direc
tion of the work from abroad 
could easily be cut off. However, 
our work had roots that held and 
could not be pulled out of the Co
lombian people, come what may. 
This spurred us on to preparing 
leadership by sending seasoned 
evangelists to study in the Missouri 
Synod Seminary in Argentina. Pas
tors Pausanias and Gerardo Wilches 
(cousins) and Oliverio Mora are 
faithfully serving the Lord in Soga
moso, Bogota, and El Cocuy. Oth
ers studied in the L WF Seminary 
in Buenos Aires-one did not fin
ish, and the other is a pastor in 
New York. One was given a year 
of special study at Luther Semi
nary (St. Paul, Minn.) and serves 
a congregation in Guatemala .. An
other, the only graduate of the orig
inal ALC Seminary in Mexico 
City, now serves a church in Puerto 
Rico. The loss of half of our pre
pared Colombian pastors is a se
rious challenge to our program, and 
it should urge us to pray for the 
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two men who have been studying 
in the new Lutheran Seminary 
for the Caribbean area, sponsored 
chiefly by the Missouri Synod and 
the ALC, and the other two evan
gelists we plan to send next year. 

There became an evident need 
of primary schools where the chil
dren of believers could study with
out open persecution and down
grading of their studies. But when 
the school on the Plains was offi
cially closed we started the board
ing school in Sogamoso, gateway to 
the Plains. This endeavor bore 
fruit as some of the children evan
gelized their relatives and started 
family devotions. This year we have 
three large schools down there, 
while the Sogamoso school con
tinues to grow and its high school 
for girls and future teachers (Miss 
Joyce Bergh director) has govern
ment approval and a growing repu
tation in the city. 

Persecution also encouraged us 
to organize the existing groups in
to congregations, and under Dr. 
Rolf Syrdal's leadership the Pro
visional Administration Council was 
formed in 1953, with the Execu
tive committee of the Mission, two 
Colombian pastors, two laymen, 
and later one representative of 
each organized congregation. We 
feel as Rev, Arnfeld Morek, who 
for so many years has had the re
sponsibility of leadership of the 
Colombian Church, that this is per
haps the most significant step for
ward in the development of native 
leadership. This committee paved 
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the way for the organization in 
19.38 of the Iglesia Evangelica Lu
terana-Sinodo de Colombia (now 
including eight congregations), 
which in the eight years of its ex
istence has experienced tension, 
disagreement, and errors in judg
ment, but has also developed un
derstanding and confidence. That 
the latter may continue, we ask 
y'OIIr prayers for Hcv. vValtcr Lud
wigsen, president, Dr. Jorge Corzo, 
secretary, and Hev. Pausanias Wil
ches, treasurer, as they and the rest 
of the Synodical council guide the 
Colombian Church in the future 
changes and challenges. 

Eva11gelism in C:olon1bia has seen 
the changes from the colporteurs of 
the Bible Society who opened 
areas for missionaries, this espc. 
cially true of our El Cocuy area, 
to the promoters, who under the 
direction of Mr. Gustavo Hod
riguez, (secretary of the Bible So
ciety, and member of our Bogota 
church) train, guide, and inspire 
the members of the congregations 
to go out with the Word through 
the sale of the Scriptures. Sepal is 
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a new Latin-American evangelistic 
organization that gives practical di
rection to congregational cam
paigm, but up 11ntil now we have 
not had the opportunity to make 
use of their guidance. At our last 
Church convention practical studies 
in church growth were given by 
Prof. Victor Montcrroso of the 
seminary in Costa Hica, on loan to 
the department of Chmch Crowth 
of Fuller Theological Seminary. Dr. 
James Goff, Presbyterian statisti
cian, also contributed to the pre
sentations and discussions. 

Beginning with the formation of 
committees in 1967, the Evangel
ism in UcJ!tlt Program will 1nove 
into high gear in 1968 with local 
and regional campaigns all leatling 
up to the national campaign in 
Bogot{t. This program which was 
first put on in Costa Rica under 
the direction of Dr. Kenneth Stra
chan emphasizes laity and cmigre
gational participation. We are look
ing forward to God's blessings on 
our own congregations and on all 
of Colombia as we participate in 
this effort. 
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This booklet contains the complete text of 
Missionary Arnfeld Morek's essay, and is 
prepared by The Division of World Missions 
of the E.L.c.c. Extra copies available 
upon request. 

COLOMBIA: WHAT REVOLUTION ? 
by Arnfeld c. Morek 

Preface: 
To most Colombians, and Latin Americans in gen

eral, "revolution" is not a bad word. There is, how
ever, a great divergence of opinion as to what sort 
of a revolution it should be, how it shoula-be at
tained, and what kind 0f new structures might replace 
the old. Nearly all are seeking some sort of change. 
A few are trying to maintain the status quo in basic 
structures. 

This writing is an at$empt to describe the role 
of the church, and in particular, that of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod, within 
the total context of the complex, turbulent, precar
ious and floundering "revolution" which Colombia is 
living today. Grateful credit is given to Colombian 
and North American colleagues for help in understan
ding and interpreting the enigma which is Colombia. 
However, any inaccuracies or omissions are chargeable 
only to the writer. Subheadings, used for convenience 
are not categorical divisions, for they are all in
timately interrelated. 

Background: 
Independent from Spain, by declaration in 1810, 

consolidated by the Battle of Boyaca in 1819, 
Colombia has since lived several bloody internal con
flicts and numerous abrupt overthrows of government. 
Yet, the country has ·not experienced a structure
changing revolution such as those of Mexico and Cuba. 
Power and control have remained in the hands of a 
small wealthy minority. As one Catholic observer 
put it: "The masses have been ruled and oppressed by 
an unholy trinity: the bishop, the landlord and the 
army general." Colombia's few dictatorships have 
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been rightist, including the Rojas regime t·oppled in 
1957. 

. With the bipartisan government ·since 1958 began 
the healing of wounds caused by a decade-long night
mare -of politico-religious bloodshed. But basic ·· 
structures have remained unchanged. Foreign invest
ment and industrialization have benefitted the rich 
but not the poor. Cost of living continties to rise 
sharply but salaries do not keep pace. 'Y13arly per 
capita income for 1969 was figured at $200 U~S. dol
lars. An important middle class is, however, emerging 
and present structures are being threatened by pres
sures from groups including in their ranks people cif 
upper and middle class. Among these forces· is' a left
ist organization of rebel priests known as 11Golctmda 11 • 

Strides made by government in education, social 
service and land reform are frustrated by top-hea~y 
bureaucracy, corruption, inflation and the population 
explosion. Increased migration from rural areas to 
the cities continues to cause urban unemployment and 
undeveloped land resources. Widespread and deep
rooted discontent enhances the danger of grabbing at 
any promise of change in preference to the status quo. 
This may account for the fact that former dictator 
Gustavo Rojas Pinilla, aided by his enterprizing daugh
ter, Maria Eugenia, creator of a third party, the ANAPO 
(Alianza Nacional Popular), probably drew more votes 
in .the 1970 elections than the officia 1 candidate, now 
President Misael Pastrana Bvrrero who was backed by the 
old-line Conservative and Liberal parties. Both of 
these parties are divided, and ANAPO is also harrassed 
by internal leftist-rightiat conflict. At the ?resent 
writing, the coalition government Congress, embarked 
on a stormy voyage, is meeting in an equally stormy 
session. 

Discontented students are losing a semester of 
studies because most of the country's universities have 
been closed due to riots and strikes. Some are now 
functioning with military protection. 11Che" Guevara 
has become a hero symbol in Latin America. His picture 
looks at you from university halls, the walls of 
vacant lots, the back of buses, cars and taxis. To 
many observers, the stage is set for an extreme leftist 
revolution, unless moderate democratic forces are able 

• to take promptly and decisi ~e::_y the needed re.ution-



aru action. 

The Social Revolution: 
Colombian Protestants are beginning to feel in

ternal tensions over political and social issues. An 
influencial leftis·t minority believes that the re'bel 
Golconda priests are the key to solving Colombia's 
problems. This position j_s advocated in the National 
Council of Churches film on Colombia, "A Problem of 
Power." Most Protestants here, especially those of 
fundamentalistic lines, are conservative in their pol
itical and social attitudes even though they have 
their political roots mainly in the traditional Lib
eral party. Most want revolution but by non-violent 
means. Those who follow the Golconda line apparantly 
see little hope of change except by a violent over
throw of present governmental and ecclesiastical 
structures. Lacking, however, is a positive recon-
struction concept. · 

To ascertain the right Christian stance regard
ing Colombia's complex political, social and religious 
puzzle, is not a simple question. It cannot always be 
answered in clear black and white. A recent poster 
promoting the United Biblical Seminary of Colombia 
picture.s under the caption, "Revolution or Redemption" 
an angry hippy-type figure with clenched fist, and a 
good-looking, clean~shaven youth with hands uplifted 
in rapt attention. The question could well be asked: 
Is it as simple as that? Is it a clear "either-or"? 
Is it not rather a question of Redemption b~ing 
brought into the Revolution? Or, Redemption itself 
causing a spiritual revolution with political and 
social responsibility and involvement? 

Social questions are probably causing more ten
sions among Roman Catholics than within the Protest
ant minority. In spite of official ecclesiastical 
protest, thousands of Colombian mothers (and a few 
fathers) are using the family planning methods pre
scribed by the "Pro-familia" clinics. 

Recent years have brought a sharp increase of 
social consciousness in church and government circles. 
The governmE;nt 11Bienestar Familiar" is an example of 
this concern. But problems are gigantic. One of the 
greatest is that of the "gamines", thousands of home-:
less boys who roam the streets begging, stealing and 
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sleeping in doorways and under stairways covered with 
newspapers or cardboard. Finding this kind of life 
free and even quite remunerative, most of them resist 
efforts by the community to rehabilitate them. · 

Colombians, formerly conservative in dress, now 
appear in minis, middis, maxis, slacks, 11hot pants", 
and high boots. Dark suits and white shirts have given 
way to all sorts of colors. Ties and lapels are both 
wide and narrow, trousers come tight and striped, and 
also conventional. Robed priests are seldom seenr as 
before, in the streets. Just the clerical collar is 
pop~lar, or even a colored shirt and tie. All seem to 
welcome the change. Few would agree with the parish
ioner who said: "Since the priests have started wear
ing pants I have lost faith in the Catholic Church." 

The much debated legislation which bars Catholics 
from civil marriage by requiring a written statement 
of apostacy, is now being reviewed by church and. govern
ment authorities. Divorce laws are also under re
vision. So are the Concordat with the Vatican and the 
"Mission Agreement", extra-C.,nstitutional documents 
which grant special privileges to the Roman Catholic 
Church and discriminate against Protestants. 

The Ecumenical Revolution: 
The Vatican Council has relaxed tensions between 

Roman Catholics and Protestants and has created new 
tensions within Romanism. Gratifying is the new evan
gelical concern and Bible hunger evident among Cath
olics. Deadening, among both Catholics and Protest
ants, can be an attitude of indifference and super
ficiality toward existing theol~gical differences. 

Little over a decade ago Bibles were burnerl and 
Protestant churches stoned and dynamited. Now the 
Bible Societies' second edition of the popular version 
of the New Testament appears with a commendatory note 
by CELAM, the Roman Catholic Episcopal Council for 
Latin America. 

Once, the order of the day was inflamatory, anti
Protestant sermons and distorted» defaming publicity. 
N~w Protestants enjoy.favorable coverage by the mass 
media. Progressive priests are sincerely interested 
in the erotestant presence in Colombia. The June is
sue of 11Revista Javeriana 11 carries articles by 
Anglican Bishop David Reed, Presbyterian Vic tor · e -~ e 



Rodriguez, and Lutheran Arnfeld C. Morek. Once, be
coming a Protestant was a good way to lose your job; 
now Protestants hold public office. ·· 

On the pessimistic side, we might observe that 
whi1e the R•man Catholic Church is encouraging its 
laity to read the Bible, and while the greatest buyers 
of Protestant versions of Scripture in the world today 
are Latin American Catholics, it seems that the auth
ority of Scripture has not yet been given its rightful 
place in the doctrinal and practical deliberations of 

.church leaders. For example, the July 11, 1971 issue 
of 11El Catolicismo 11 (Archdiocesan weekly) carries an 
interesting coverage of the opening session of the 
XXVII Assembly of Colombian bishops. The "ministerial 
crisis" was discussed with special'focus on the ques
tion ~f celibacy, a much-debated issue today. To a 
Bible-orientated Lutheran, it appears that this ques
tion should be faced not ohly from the standpoint of 
tradition and sociological cqnsiderat:i;.ons, but also by 
asking the question, "What does Scripture say? 11 From 
Scripture, no doubt a good case could be made for op

' tional celibacy, but ,·scarcely for the obligatory prac-
tice which not even i~ Roman Catholic theology has the 
status of a dogma. In other words, it is still the 
question of Scriptural authority which most sharply 
and basically divides Christians today. 

Admittedly, there still exists much distrust and 
suspicion on both sides, not least from Protestant 
elements who seem reluctant to lose an enemy against 
whom they might continue to rant, or who fear to meet 
the challenge of the hour due to theological insecurity 
or prejudice. Some, like the Pentecostals, are so 
busy winning soul~ and establishing congregations that 
they have little time to concern themselves with the 
ecumenical dialogue. 

Dr. John A. MacKay (President Emeritus of Prince
ton Theological Seminary, one ~f the originators of 
the ecumenical movement, for 16 y~ars ].Jrofesso.r at San 
Marcos University at Lima, Peru, and a leading author
ity on Hispanic thought) asks a pertinent question re
garding today1 s ecumenical problem. It is the last of 
five thought-provoking questions with which he ~rings 
to a close his discussion of liThe Ecumenical Dilemma" 
in his recent book1 "Christian Reality and Appearance'~ 
page 88. He asks: 11In a time. of revolutionary change 
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when all institutional structures are crumbling in the 
secular and ·religious order, when churches of histor
ical Protestantism are becoming increasingly bureau
craticized, wl?,en more and more church members are · 
meeting in cells in an unecclesiastical Underworld, 
when the Roman Catholic Church is developing evangel
ical concern and a deepening sense of what it means to 
be Christian, when the charismatic movement is growing 
across all ecclesiastical boundaries--might it not 
happen that, unless our Protestant chur.ches rediscover 
dimensions in thought and life that they are losing or 
disdaining, the Christian future may lie. with a refor
med Catholicism and a matured Pentecostalism?" 

The Evangelical Revolution1 
Does one really exist in Colombia? Not exactly 

of the nature described in TD1E Magazine as 11The Jesus 
Revolution". Recognizing the work of the Holy Spirit 
directly within the ranks of Romanism this last decade, 
not least as a result of the humbler attitude taken by 
the Vaticari Council, there is no doubt on the other 
hand, that in Colombia Protestantism has been, and is, 
a marked influence on the renewal process within 
Romanism. Priests we know have readily mentioned this 
fact. The interest in studying the Scriptures, the 
singing of popular Christian songs, the often awkward 
silence regarding the place of the Virgin Mary, the 
much clearer focus on the person of Christ in Roman 
Catholic dev~tional literature, the awareness of the 
Holy Spirit and openness to His work are attributable, 
at least in part, to the evangelical witness in Col~ 
ombia. The fact that Protestantism could riot be ex
tirpated from Colombian soil, as was the avowed inten
tion during the 11 violence.period", but that, rather, 
it has experienced a·remarkable growth, has made it 
no longer an undesirable thing to be destroyed but 
something to be studied and even imitated. In 1948, 
when the anti-protestant machine was steaming up, · 
8,000 Protes.tant adult communicant members :were coun
ted. Today the figure w.ould probably ·reach 100,000, 
and 'the total Protestant community, j_ncluding adher
ents and children, well over 2.50,000. No census has 
been taken since 1968 •· -, · · 

This recognition of Protestant influence on. 
Catholicism is made in humility, without any claim 
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thatnwe have won". 
testant weaknesses. 
time to thank God. 

We are too painfully aware of Pro
This is no time to brag, but a 

The ELC -Colombia Syr1od, and the "Revolution" 
The Lutheran presence in Colombia is certainly not 

causing a spiritual revolution today~ On the contrary1 

.we would have to admit stagnation and depression in 
some of the nine congregations of the Evangelical Luth· 
eran Church - Colombia Synod. One rural congregation 
has disintegrated, due mainly to migration to urban 
centers. (The 5 or 6 German-speaking congregations are 
not members of the ~ynod and are not included in this 
discussion.) 

El Buen Pastor, in Socota, the oldest of our con-
gregations (inherited from the Presbyterians in 1939) 
operates in two points: in the town of Socota and in 
Parpa, a chilly mountain area whose stingy soil gives 
scarcely enough for the meagre existence of ito tough
sinewed inhabitants. 

In the hot, tropical, sparsely-popu]_a·~ed lowlands 
of northeastern Colombia are two of the Synod 1 s con
gregations, with numerous places of meeting. Even 
though you would need a guide to find these groups, :. 
they show spiritual vigor and growth. 11Emmanuell' con
gregation has its main base of operation at Paz de 
Ariporo, with points along the Ariporo and other rivers, 
To get a feeling of the life that pulsates in 11Bet
ania" congregation, you would start from the home base 
of Orocue, from which the riverboat, the 11 San Pablo", 
makes its voyages to points on the Meta, Pauto, Guach
eria Rivers and other streams of the Orinoco system. 
Supervising this sprawling lay activity is Gerardo' 
Wilcl}es, veteran pastor of roving, freedom-loving, 
cattle-raising plainsmen in this insect-infested but 
enchanting area. Wilches and his wife, Isabel (who 
lives in Bogota with their three sons who are striv
ing to attain higher education), were the first grad
uates of our Bible School in 1947. Later, he gradua
ted from Concordia Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argentin1 

11El Salvador" congregation, whose members live i1 
the town of El Cocuy and surrounding mountain 11vereda6'

1 

is pastored by another Bible School and Concordia 
Seminary graduate, swarthy, grinning, balding,cattle
buying, farming, coffee-shop-evangelizing civic lea
der, Oliverio Mora. Bachelor 11 don Olivo", as he is 
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affectionately called from coffee shop to mountain top, 
preaches two or three life-related expository 11 sermons 11 

during a service, is preparing 20 new members for con
firmation and has sent in 20 applications for lay lea
ders who wish to study theology under the Synod's new 
auto-didactic, extension program. Oblivious of the 
liturgy he learned (or didn't learn) at Seminary,casual 
not to say neglectful of Synod ordinances and practice, 
Pastor Mora has for years had his own unstructured lay
training program. He grins broadly when chided by 
brother-in-law, Synod ~esident Pausanias Wilches, f~ 
the slow rate at which the congregation's meager quota 
to Synod trickles in. The cheerful members of 11El 
Salvador" meet in a modest make-shift chapel in the 
century-old colonial house that serves also as school 
and parsonage, and in the chapel-school built on bro
ther Vidal Mora's property at Carrizal, some 2,000 
feet higher than Cocuy, which nestles at an altitude 
of 9,000 feet, surrounded by mountains and the snow~ 
caps for which the town is named. Mora and his par..: 
ishioners seem to have invested less in structures and 
more in people. Coadministrator of an estate 
held by the municipality, Oliverio has further helped 
channel the proceeds of these lands into scholarships 
mainly for students at the local Santos Gutierrez Col
lege. First Protestant graduate from the school, 
Lutheran Arturo Garcia, 22, is· now "personero" of the 
municipality, a post seccnd only to the mayor. 

Chiscas, an hour's drive down from El Cocuy, to 
lower altitude and warmer climate, is the home of the 
discouraged and static remnant of a· once thriving 
rural group in the neighboring valley of Santa Ana, · 
routed from their homes during the "violence period". 
Existing still as a congregation, these."dry bones" 
can yet live when the Spirit breathes upon them. 

11El Consolador" at Sogat11DSO is strategically lo
cated for a significant ministry.· Sogamoso itself, · 
center of ancient Chib~ha culture, is a bustling city 
of over 3$,000 inhabitants. Four miles to the north 
is the steel mill of Belencito where iron ore from the 
nearby mines at Paz de Rio is smelted and processed, 
involving about 6,000 workers of all categories. A 
cement factory and a munitions factory are among other 
industries in the immediate neighborhood. SENA, the 
national government's industrial training service has 
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an important center in Sogamoso. Of top prestige in 
the city, and drawing students from other areas, is 
the Lutheran 11 Colegio Celco". See coverage below. 

Tunja, cold, colonial capital of the state of 
Boyaca, is the home of the "Principe de Paz" congre
gation, another church ~th opportunity at its door. 
Synod ?resident Wilches in his annual report observed 
that this congregation was at present neither "prince
ly" nor "peaceful". Progress at Tunja has been slow 
and difficult, and many members and adh.erents have 
moved to other parts. 

This, in fact, can be said of all the smaller con 
gregations in Boyaca. Membership would be consider
able if those who have accepted the Gospel would have 
stayed. Had they all, upon migrating to the national 
capital, affiliated with the Lutheran churches there, 
these ~auld be bursting at the seams. But this is not 
happening. Rather, they are either swallowed up by 
the materialism of the 2,500>000 metropolis, or they 
join. other Protestant churches close to their new C!b
ode. The latter should not be counted as a loss to 
the total kingdom. Yet, Lutherans in Bogota should 
have founded more than two congregations in more than 
~.~ decades of work. 

These two congregations are 11 El Redentor", begun 
in 1949 and organized in 1953, and San Lucas, organ~ 
ized in 1965. Boih enjoy excellent buildings, thanks 
to North American support. Both have been served by 
a well-.trained ministry. Both ha~re enjoyed. periods 
of spiritual warmth and numerical growth~ Both have 
now leveled off into a sort of plateau of indiffer
ence .and materialism. This is especially the case of 
El )ledentor, in the heart of the north Bogota shopping 
center. Failing largely to minister to people in the 
immediat~ vicinity, it continues to draw a diminish
ing attendance from many remote parts of the city. 
Some loyal members trav.el as much as an hour, on two 
different buses, to at.tend. · 

San Lucas, on the other .hand, started its history 
with a few families from El Redentor who obtained homes· 
in a. new suburb of 180,000 people known as Ciudad 
Kennedy. Strategically located, it mi.nisters mostly 
to people in the neighborhood. 
. rew Urba.n Thrus,ts 

In contrast to most Latin American countries 
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where a scarcity of important cities is the general 
pattern, Colombia has 20 cities of over 100,000 in
habitants. Since 1967 the Colombia Synod has opened 
work in two of Colombia's fastest-growing co~ercial 
and industrial centers: Cali and Bucaramanga. While 
their population is largely Roman Catholic in name, 
the majority could be.classified as "non-churched". 
It is estimated that in the residential "barriott where 
our work in Cali is located only from 15 to 25% attend 
mass regularly. Bucaramanga, where a Colombian and a 
North American are working together as a team, is pro
bably less "reli_if,ious" than Cali. The Lutheran min
istry is extended also to English-speaking residents 
in the city. 

Special Projects of the Synod 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod· 

off~c,ia1ly organized in 1958, and wisely and cautious
ly guided by Colombian Pr~sident Pausanias Wilches, 
sponsors six elementary schools., one secondary school. 
and a bookstore. It is also. launching a social ser
vice center and a program of theological training by 
extension. 

Regarding "Colegio Celco 11 in Sogamoso, Rector 
Dale Brand reports an attendance of 230 in the elem-

.. entary department and 160 in the high· school. Only 
about 5% of the students are Lutheran; the rest are 
nominally Roman Catholic.· Enjoying good prestige, it 
has full government accreditation up to the official 
basic high school level. It has a winning basketball 

'team and a dedicated teaching staff, and is self-sup
porting, except for the sa~ary of its North American 
missionary recto!_' •. 

Basic ofjectives are outlined by Rector Brand as 
followsa The school should (1) serve as an instrument 
of evangelization; (2) serve human needs through ed
ucation; (3) serve as an instrument of social and 
religious change. The school should try to be IJevol
utionary in the non-Violent and good sense of the term~ 
!"t should be a model, trying new experim3nts and ideas· 
and always facing up to the problems of society; (4J 
serve as an instrument fo~ preparing.Lutherans to live 
and work in the society and in the church • 

11Servicio Social Sail Lucas 11 is the name of the 
social service program projected at St. Luke's church 
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in Kennedy City. Plans were under way for an out
patient clinic when an ~xcellent health center in the 
vicinity was completed, rendering our proposed ser
vices superfluous. A day care center figures high on 
the list of community needs, according to a recent 
survey, and is now under study. 

11 Libreria El Escudo", the bookstore carrying 
Luther's coat of arms, ca:ne into being when in 1967 
Redeemer Lutheran Church was given a "face-lifting", 
providing space for the Synod offices on one side and 
the bookstore on the other. Completely self-suppor
ting, it enjoys a brisk trade on busy Carrera 13 and 
a contact with thousands of passersby. 

SELITE 
-----These letters stand for the long-handled Spanish 
name of "Lutheran Service for Theological Instruction 
by Extension." Following the lead of other Protes
tants in Latin America, including Lutherans in Peru, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Mexico, the fLC-CS 
at its 1971 annual convention entered into this new 
and exciting concept of pastoral train,ing by crea-. · 
ting SELITE, which is beginning to function as of 
August, 1971. 

With no wish to discard the traditional residen-
ce seminary, this concept of theological 11on-the-job 11 

training may revolutionize and vitalize the Protestant 
ministry in Latin America, and even influence Roman 
Catholic training. In parenthesis, it should be noted 
that· there exists a general "ministerial crisis". 
Numberous large Roman Catholic seminaries in Colom
bia are all but empty. In fact, the Minstry of Ed
ucation is negotiating with R.C. church authorities 
the possibility of using some of the .buildings for 
secular education. 

Interdenominational United Biblical Seminary at 
Madell1n has 10 students in residence this year, and 
over JOO enrolled in its extension program. 

During its history, our Colombia Synod has sent 
ten men abroad for theological training and, the llth 
about to leave for Augsburg Lutheran Seminary in 
Mexico City. Of these, five are serving the Synod's 
congregations and the rest have accepted calls else
where in the hemisphere. 

Now, instead of pulling a young man out of his 
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environment, severing his ties with family¥ work and 
church, for a period of years, with a high risk of 
disadaptation, the extension concept focuses. on mature 
men who are already 11na tural11 community leaders, leaves 
them still working in the total context of their com
munity life,· w};lile they· study at their own pace. Log
ica~ly, it takes longer. Theoretically, a good student 
can complete in six years the material he would study 
in three at a traditional residence seminary. Training 
is acquired through programmed learning (used effec
tively by industry since World War II, and now adapted 
to theological training). It is not a correspondence 
course. The self-study method is-sllpplemented by fre
quent sessions with instructors who serve more as 
coaches and coordinators·in a situation of group dyn
amics than as professors, in the traditional sense of· 
the word. The system operates on different education
al levels, requiring more in the way of research re
ports and papers from those of the high school and un
iversity levels. 

Going beyond the idea of a lay-training program~ 
the_extension concept leads to eventual ordination of 
candidates who in "the judgment of congregations- and 
churoh.leaders have the training, experience and 
"charisma'!· yo shepherd a congregation. In this sense 
it is revolutionary. But the revolution is on in 
Latin America. · 

During .the month of this writing, the Southern 
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Colombia 
(traditionally demanding of high academic standing) is 
ordaining into its ministry six experienced men who 
have had little academic training, 'but who have proved 
themselves in spiritual leadership. 

Church growth facts tell an interesting story, a 
story that for us who were trained in the academic 
halls of learning is humiliating: Church growth (in" 
some areas, at. least) is happening in inverse propor
tion to the amount of academic training of leaders. 
Examples: In a Colombian· area served by the Latin 
America Mission, two brothers of humble rank and lit:.: 
tle education are "filled with the Spirit". They be-

$in preaching. An estimated two thousand people in the 
area are won for Christ and in a· decade 80 congrega
tions are formed. A number of Presbyterian congre
gations, for years weary and static, are influenced 
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by those of the L.A. .M. -related ones, are revitalized 
and beginmultiplying. This growth is taking place 
withou~ highly-trained leadership, and because the 
general leadership of the backing Mission and Church 
were wi.se and humble enough to trust the Holy Spirit 
rather than restaining Him. Granted, some of these 
new, effervescent congregations act more like Pente
costals t~an traditional Presbyterians. 

Obviously, the conclusion is not: 11Stop all 
academic training of pastors." Witi1growing academic 
demands in all places of the Latin American social 
revoltuion, especially on the ·university campuses and 
in urban congregations, there is a great need also for 
highly trained spiritual leaders. But they must be 
men with the mind of St. Paul who considered all this 
academic, moral and technical equipment "mere garbage 
so that I might gain Christ, and be completely united 
with Him" (Philippians 3:8,9). 

While honesty in this article requires admitting 
the weaknesses and failures of our Lutheran Church 
in Colombia, there is no desire to down-grade her im
portance or to paint a dismal picture. As a confes
sing church, standing centrally on the Word, and, 
without ccmpromise, reaching one hand of understanding 
to Roman Catholics and the other to present-day 11 en
thusiasts11, it has an importantmission. Nor do we 
mean to say that being this sort cf a 11 catalyst 11 is 
its main calling. That must always be: "Go, make 
disciples of all nations ••• ", admitting our inadequacy 
and obeying our Lord who has all power in heaven and 
on earth and who makes it available to those who 
believe. Independent of the ALC in administration, 
the ELC-CS urgently needs to become independent also 
economically. This could be accomplished by abruptly 
cutting the umbilical cord of the offspring or,better 
~nd more kindly, by earnestly praying, and wisely 
working, for a spiritual renewal, conducive to spon
taneity in giving and serving. Within this praying 
and working there is still a vital place of service 
for the foreign missionary, not only as a mere eccles
iastical technician, but even as a pastor, granted 
that he comes humbly ••• to listen and to learn, to love 
and to serve. ----- ----
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ADDITitNAL PHAMPLETS PREPARED 
BY OR DISTRIBUTED BY Tlffi DIV. 
OF WORLD ~-IS 3IONS OF THE ELCC 
AND AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST ARE: 

1. Picture Poster of ELCC Missionaries 

2. A series of 12 indi,;idual brochures, 
ea'h hi-lighting one of the areas of 
the EXCITING EDGE 1t1here Hissionaries 
labor. 

3. The E.E.M.L. flyer which accents the 
four prime types of work & wi\aess 
conducted by our Missionaries. 

4. Needed: Short-term Missionairesl 

S. Latin America: A survey of the Lutheran 
witness in this continent. 

6. Sponsorships: An Gpportunity to give 
expression to that "Extra Effort" 

?. Missionary-For-A-Day: hnother way 
to make an "Extra Effort 11 for the 
World Mission program of the ELCC 

And soon to be printe• is an 
up to date 'Prayer Calender' 
of our E.L;c.c. Missionaries 
on service. 
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THE COLOMBIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Compiled by A. C. Morek 
Revised, 1970, James Fogda.ll 
ltt"h·t!d" '973• fJ. a.. /VJot-C-k 
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Colombia. is located.in the northwest comer of South America, and borders on Panama, 
Venezuela,. Brazil, Peru and Ecuador. The only country of this continent whose shores are 
~Yashed by two oceans, it has 1·,802 miles of coastline, 994.2 on the Caribbean Sea, and 
807o8 on the ·Pacific OCean •. ·Its princ,ipa.l seaports are Cartagena, Barranquilla, and 
Buenaventura. Bogota, its capital of~million people, sprawls on an inland plateau a 
mi1e and three-quarters aboVe sea .level. The fourth largest of South America.' s ten re
publics, ·..COlombia has an estimated area of 440,505 square miles (larger than Ontario and 
smaller than Alaska), · 

·. 3 . ~a 
With .a populat~on or ov~tt~,ooo,ooo, about~ people live on each square mile. 

.. 

·' 

However, for a truer pictUre 6f the population density, it should be remembered that most 
of the populatioh lives in the:'17 "departamentos" (states) which comprise about half of ~ 
ColombiA • s total area, while thE) vast tropical expanses of the unincorporated "intendencias"'b ~ 
and "comisaria.s" are very sparsely populated. · Most densely populated are the valleys and \J ~ 
plateaus of the three Andean mountain ranges that run through the west central part, rising . ~ ~ 
to heights of _10,000 to 18,000 •feet. Colombia~.s population is largely mestizo, resulting ~ ~ 
from a mixture of the Spaniards with the indigenous .tribes. Most of the black population """}~ 
lives on the coast, where their ancestors were slaves of the Spaniards. -.c.\ . t 

The Magdalena River (Colombia's Mississippi) , fed by 500 tributaries, winds northward 
for nearly 1,000 miles to the Caribbean and is navigable for sternwheelers about half its 
length. other rivers flow into the Orinoco and Amazon systems. 

e The climate of Colombia varies according to altitude, from tropical on the coasts and 
interior lowlands to temperate and cold in the mountains. For example, Tunja at 9,000 feet 
has an average temperature of 55 degrees F. while..La Dorada at 6oo feet averages 84 degrees 
F., with only slight variations throughout the year. · 

. Colombia. is the second largest coffee pr·e~ . in the world, Brazil being first• How
ever, Colombia 1s first in the production of miJ.4 coffee •. other important products are 
bananas, cotton, sugar, ca.~tle, petroleum, textiles, rua.nas (a brightly colored woolen 
capa), emeralds, gold, and iron. The vast mineral wealth of Colombia has only begun to be 
exploited. The steel industry at -tt.etuunes of ?az cie Rio is unique in that all necessary 
ra;;-r --~teria.ls abound within a radius of 20 miles of the plant. 
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The predominant indigenous culture of Colombia. was that of the sun-worshipping Chibchas ~ \:) 
upon the ruins of which was superimposed by the Spanish colonizers a Roman Catholic culture ~ 
which had not felt the impact of the Reformation. Thus, the religious environment is quite .J.. • 
different from that of North America, whose colonizers brought the Gospel in the spirit of <i 

. ~ 

the Reformation. · . .. f,D ~ ..( . . 7! ""-~ Except for a comp&ratively s number of Protestants and Jews, and the approximately r"' 
500,000 unincorporated Indians of known tribes, nearly all Colombians are niminal ~ 
Roman Catholics. However, accord g to Roman Catholic estimates, only 'about 2(Yf, are active~ \: 
in the practice of that ·religion to the extent of attending mass once a year. ~~ ~ 

. . . . '-t 'i.. 
Over a century ago the Presbyterians made their first beginnings of missionary work ~ t 

·An Colombia. Today over 20 different Protestant mission organizations are working in Q:::~ 
~early all parts of the country. '"'- ~ 

. ~ 
'Si• Wllt8 (1!10!H@YlicareaHied6l&tt&t vM~u:ibm) uernsas :oet•li:ft5ee tepbi ts an•J5PNKl- ~ ~ 

-..1!... ,..;. Pn ••••ane • •ieAJae ui6tti15st:eiai!pa at"'' 888, a t4411f H'mstiiil> canst# tnnAJ' 1 s ~ e--
71 u:ti\li?t&da&.\:n811'11! a~apgi1J.'l•• These figures do not include the Colombian islands of ~ 

San Andres and Providencia, 9~ of whose 7,500 people are Protestant. 
ftit 



e Lutheran work was begun in 19;36 by an independent group known as "CELMOSA." (Colombia 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America), w.tth misSiona:Hes from various synods, ELC, 
Lutheran Bretheren, Augustana, and UELC. In 1944 when the Danish and Norwegian synods first 
recognized Colombia as an official field and jointly sent missionaries, CELMOSA. had already 
established six or seven worship groups and ~pened a Bible school. With these additional 
workers it was possible· to establish resident missionaries in various towns in Boyaca, 
including Tunja~ the capital. By 19LJ:6, four rustic chapels· had been built in rural areas 

:\ 

of 'the departament~·· <?f Boyaca. · · :· 

·· Then began 'a time of setbacks ··and persecution. Evert before the Mi.f!sion '(ELC-tJELC) 
assumed responsibility for the field in 1946., a change in government took place which led 
to a disastr.ous political-religious struggl~; This violence ·wh;i.ch contimled··into the '50i 
adver~ely affected the Lutheran wor\c .•. In roral' are·as>seye::J;"al chapels and,,two' ~ssionary 
homes were destroyed, and stoning of properties. was c-ommonplace. The missio~ry schools 
were closed. and many believers were persecuted to the point of being imprison~ or _killed. 
Since ousting its dictatorial. government in 1957, Colombia's. political, ec()honiio, '_and 
religious environment has sho1m increased viability and promise. · · 

. Nevertheless, these difficult -years encouraged the beginning of work in Bogota-a c.':"_. 
change which has 'prospered the t-rork and has forced the Lutheran church in Colombia to rea
lize<and to meet the problems of rapid urbanization. Presently, 500 of the 1050 Colombia 
Lutherans reside in Bogota·. The Redeemer Church in Chapinero was establishecl:!.in 1953 and 
the building was dedic?ted in~ Ciudad Ke ed . ·· . the i . the recently completed 
St. ·Luke's Church which· has facilities for an c and adult ).iteracy and 
vocational classes. This latter congregation was forme. d in 1965 and has eXperienced rapid 
growth in that Alliance for Progress community. Considerations are now being given to the 

\; construction of a chapel in South Bogota where a large number of Colombia Lutherans live. 
~ . 

~ The Lutheran Church in Colombia also continues to maintain its rural congregations, 
. some of 1.ffiich have primary schools. In the state of Boyaca, the towns of Tunja, Socota, 
El Cocuy, So~?;amoso, and Chiscas are centers for Lutheran work. Sogamoso is the location 
of the Lutheran Secondary school. In the· plains region, Lutherans are ministering on 
horeeback and by riverboat fr'6m centers in Paz de Ariporo, Trinidad,. and Orocue. !a-Borad-a 
in the Uagd.a.lana Rivet Valley ~s served Em a J~B;l"t-time bases·· by laymen and paeteps frQlll 
BOgota-. · 

·:Keeping in tune wit~1 m·od.m.z.a~l-~0.1 <>.!1-:. sv1..~l rr..:.'.Jili·~y, the Lutheran Chu:::.h hc.s 
recently begun new work in Cali (1967) and in Bucaramanga (1969) in middle class neighbor
hoods. ~ though ±lvi l.u:t.REH'al"l Gfte:reh :m Golorubia bas :net previously wo•d with tlils 
~ hopes are that this experiment w.tll produce positive results. 

~ ! . . __;,.4- I q .s-ft/ . 
. , The Lutheran Church in --~-olombia is 11o~rganized as The Iglesia Evangelica Luterana

Sinodo de Colonibia. ·(Evangelical Lutheran Church-colombia Synod) whose officers are pri
marily Colombian nationals. Missionary pas;tors are called and placed by the Synodical 
Council and are under the direction and supervision of that body. Having.worked tradi
tionally with lower classes in Colombia, the national church is still dependent upon the 
American Lutheran Church for support. 

;. :· 

National pastors have been trained 5.n Lutheran seminaries in Argentina and Mexico. 
A joint Lutheran seminary, "Centro Augsburgo", was. opened in Mexico in January, 1965. 

e The Colombia Lutheran Church cooperates in the joint Lutheran effort to provide 
Christian literature in Spanish. The new service book and hymnal for use in Spanish
speaking America is now in use. other major projects under way are Luther's works in 
Spanish, Bible commentaries, catecheti,~ materials and other teaching aids. 



-'-e Following is an outline map of Colombia with the Magdalena River, the three branches 
of the Andes Mountains, and the locations of the Lutheran work in Colombia. 
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~ 1, Bogota'i Colombia's ~pital of two fuhllion. The first Lutheran service in Spanish 
was held here on Easter SundaQ, 1949. Redeemer Lutheran congregation was organized in 
January, 1953, and an attrac ive church building and parsonage were dedicated on Septembef 

A7, 19.5.3- A small educatio al unit was dedicated in 1958 for Sunday School and Day School. 
~ Christian Bookstore was t in 1966. It is located next to the Redeemer Church buildingJ 

The congregation in its e~ ngelistic effort reaches out to other preaching points in the 
city., "San Lucas" con~r ~tion was organized in Feb~uary, ~995•-~~Ciudad Kennedy, a 
Bogota suburb of over .3 ,000, A new building with~:lal work facilities 
wasddedicated in 1969. Worship services are also being held in South Bogo~ in a private 
heme..~ with the idea_ of o;-,ganizing anoth~~o!l~egatiA>!l_;n~~~ar futpre,A._~_''~ ':.r -.71· _ ~ 7 
--cV\.~ . .VJ aU< ~~~-:"'l~ ~r"7-r~~""~'~T-_-,.;_~·/ 

2. Tunja: Cold, colonial state capital of oyaca where Lutheran work was begun in 
1945. A small group of believers· has regularly met here for worship and was formally 
organized as a congregation in 1958. 

3· Sogamosor Historic center of ancient Inca culture, now a bustling .city_ of 35,000 
inhabitants; close to steel mills of Belencitp and iron mines of Pas de Rio. Lutheran work 
was begun here in 1953· A building for a boarding school, chapel, and apartments for 
pastor and teachers was erected and dedicated in 195? •. The congregation was organized the 
same year. The school now offers th~ ~~_!~.r,ent-approve .. ~ s~oildE.lry curriculum, Bible, and 
teacher training. ~ L/:-rt d"'•P?~"'-:7 ~~~~'L 14 73 . 

4. Socotar Parpa, in the municipality of Soco~, accessible only by mfle or on foot, 
is the home of a rural congregation of Presbyterian origin served by the Lutheran Mission 
since 1939. Local believers built their own humble chapel. This, the oldest Protestant 
chapel in Boyea~, and the parsonage were destroyed in 1950 by anti-Protestants. Recon
struction began in 1954 and was suspended in 1956 when the builder was threatened and im
prisoned, A day school under the auspices of the congregation was re-opened in 1958, The 

Aongregation was organized December 26, 1958, and the new chapel dedicated April 27, 1959· 
•hree or four hours by mule trail from Parpa, at Frailejonal, is another rural group which 

organized as a congregation in 1961. 

. 5. Paz de .Ariporoz The center of this scattered parish on the tropical Plains of 
Casanare was at La .Aguada, a town which was completely destroyed, including the Lutheran 
chapel and parsonage, in 1950 during the civil war between revolutionary and government 
forces. Since then the congregation, formally organized in 1956, has been served by an 
itinerant pastor, the whole group meeting at one place two or three times a year. Paz de 
Ariporo, a new town created by the government in 1953, is now the numicipal center of this 
ru:~al parish. 

6, Trinidad: An important town in the heart of the Casanare Plains, ~'tpromises to 
become the center of a second congregation in this area. .A lot was purchased and a school 
and parsonage have been built. 

7, El Cocuy: .A mountain town 9,000 feet above ~~a--~~vel, nestled in a beautiful 
valley close to the snow caps of El Cocuy. On the ~n:Premises in the town itself is 
a chapel and a day school. The greater part of the congregation lives two or three miles 
up in the mountains in a connnuni ty known as El Carrizal. Here there is also a small chapel, 
a school, and a cemetery. This congregation was organized in 1955· 

8, Chiscas: .A quaint litt.le town surrounded by scenic mountains and inhabited before 
the Spanish conquest by the Laches and Chiscas tribes. The nucleus of believers in the 
area was organized as a congregation in 1961. Property, owned there 'b? ±b• )'1 ,¢6n -since 

41J948, provides a chapel, school, ~~d residence. 

tl ~ ~- ~ / 
9. La Dorada: Lutheran wor was begun this important river port in 1958 up~ the 

invitation Jf a group of Protes nt believers. Population is about 5,000. La Dor~, an 
industria]; and commercial can , is accessi'b'1e by river, rail, hi way, and air. /It is 
surroun~d by a rich farming ~d r_ anching a~a. Buildings f.or c¥pel, school and _pa-rsonage 
were d. · c~ted August 17~> 1~:58. } l j [ . k-f· !~~~St 4J -~ '" t 17:; 

£" lv1 CV1,\:_.( /~LiL-4 /~ L UL /rf4-"V·Z---/ ~ ) J I ;j 
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e 10. Orocu~a Work wa.s.begun in this river city in 1965. Orocu~ is located on the,i!eta 
River, one of the major.river highways of Colombia. ·This is the center of our river opera
tions with the 33-f'oot boat, the "San Pablo" (St. PaUl), which is used in evangelizing · 
the thousands of people that live on the banks .of this' river. ·•· 

• ' ~. c ·~ ·:~ ~ • 

11. ~: One of th~ oldest cities on the ·continent, founded in 1536, today it ba.s 
a population of about,.one million,: and is one of the fastest growing cities in the country~ 
The mean tempera. ~ure is a lovely 7? degrees F. Lutheran work in Spanish was begun in this 
city in February of 1967. There is also a German Lutheran congregation of long standing 
located in Cali. · ·· 

12. Buoarama.nga: This city with a comfortable low altitude climate and 300,000 inhabi= 
ta.nts is the J:ocation of the Colombian ·Lutheran Church's newest mission endeavor. · .(1969) ~ 
In two separate locations, a. Colombian. and a. North American are experimenting in new methods 
of communicating the Gospel to lower-middle and middle class residents of this rapidly 
growing urban eenter. 

.. :· ..... ~' 
'·· 

.. .-·. ·'l 

. .·~"'" ··~ 

.. ··. 
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LUTHERA.N MINISTRY IN COLOMBIA 

Lutheran work was begun in Colombia in 1936 by the 
Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South 
America (CELMOSA), an independent group made 
up of persons from the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Augustana Lutheran Church, United Evangelical 
Church, and Church of the Lutheran Brethren. In 
1946, the administration of the Colombian program 
was assumed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. And, at 
the time of the formation of the ALC in 1960, Colom
bia was counted as one of the nations in which mis
sionaries of the Church serve. 

The first decade of Lutheran 
work in Colombia, 1936-1946, 
was a time of beginnings. 
Several small groups of be
lievers were gathered, resident 
missionaries were assigned to 
certain communities, and a 
Bible School was begun. Sev
eral small chapels were also 
constructed during this period. 

The second decade, 1946-
1956, was martted by unfortu
nate setbacks and severe per
secution. The entire nation was 
caught up in a political and 
religious struggle. Homes, 
schools, and meeting places of evangelical Christians 
were repeatedly attacked. Several believers were 
imprisoned, others killed, chapels and homes de
stroyed, and all of the Lutheran schools were closed 
or became itinerant. Yet, evangelical Christians re
mained faithful and the missionary witness of the 
church was not silenced. 

The third decade, 1956-1966, was a decade of re
covery and adjustment. A new government came Into 
power in 1957 and the nation embarked on a difficult 
recovery from a near disastrous political-religious 
struggle. During this period, schools were reopened, A 
churches rebuilt, and evangelistic work was resumed. W 



THE LATIN AMERICAN SCENE 

In almost any big city in Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru and Bolivia there are imposing statues of Simon Bolivar, 
the 19th century revolutionary and "liberator" of the north. 
Bolivar was inspired by the American War of Independence 
to become a champion for a Latin American liberation. He 
successfully led a revolution which ended Spanish Colonial 
rule in 1819. The Republic of Grancolombia was created, 
and at the death of Bolivar in 1830, a series of civil wars be
gan which continued for almost 50 years and was instru
mental in shaping the present political boundaries. 

Today, over 120 years later, there is again talk of revolution 
in Latin America. "Revolution" is not a bad word. There is, 
however, a great divergence of opinion as to what sort of 
revolution it should be, how it should be attained and what 
kind of new structures might best replace the old. All Latin 
Americans are seeking some sort of change. A powerful and 
wealthy minority seem to resent any change of the status 
quo in basic structures. 

COLOMBIA-CHANGE AND TURMOIL 

Independent from Spain by declaration in 1810 and consol
idated by the Battle of Boyaca in 1819, Colombia has since 
lived through a series of bloody internal conflicts and nu
merous abrupt overthrows of government. Yet, the country 
has not experienced a structure-changing revolution such 
as those of Mexico and Cuba. Power and control have re
mained in the hands of a small wealthy minority. Colombia's 
few dictatorships have been rightist, including the Rojas 
regime which was toppled in 1957 after a decade of violence. 

The establishment of a bipartisan government in 1958 
brought about a beginning to the healing of wounds caused 
by a decade of political-religious bloodshed in Colombia. 
That decade, now referred to as the "violence", came to a 
close at the end of 1957. Basic structures, however, have re· 
mained unchanged. Foreign investment and industrializa
tion have beneld the rich but not the poor majority. Cost 
of living conti· to rise sharply, and salaries do not keep 
pace. Yearly p apita income in 1970 was $220. 

At the close of 1973, 82% of the population of Latin America 
was under some form of military dictatorship. A revolutionary 
spirit working for change has also captivated many church 
members from various church groupings. The traditional 
alliance of church and state has been broken. Latin Amer
ican thought has been conditioned by the new and fresh air 
put into the Roman Catholic church by Vatican II. Christian 
churches, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, are express
ing concern for social and economic chaos, oppression, and 
inequality in the lives of their people. These churches show 
a new flexibility. They must adapt and be prepared to shift as 
their people move to urban centers. They must stand against 
injustice. They are beginning to realize the vital role they 
have been given in the complex, turbulent and floundering 
revolutionary times in which their people are living. 

·Emilio Castro, the Director of World Mission and Evangel
ism for wee, expresses this vital role and the concern of the 
Christian Church when he writes: 

"It is through the structures of society that one can 

To better understand the frustrations endemic for Colom· 
bias's 20~ million people, a quick look at a few basic facts 
might be helpful: 

• 5% of the population owns 80% of the land used in agri· 
culture, but the average size of a farm is only 3 acres. 

• 30% of the population is illiterate. 

• 40% of the rural population and 15% of the urban popula· 
tion have no access to medical help. 

• 60% of the population subsists on a diet of potatoes, rice 
and sugar water. 

• 60% of the population have dangerous to poor drinking 
water. · 

• 30% of Colombia's peop.ve serious protein deficien· 
cies and 20% are crltlcall alnourlshed. 

express, in an intelligent form, love to our neighbor. 
And it is through conscious risk in the decisions that 
are taken in the areas of social life that one expresses 
his faith in Divine Grace which sustains and accom
panies us in our daily life. The total participation In the 
edification of a new Latin American society defined as 
a theological priority by the Church, logically compels 
us to revise its whole being, its structures, and its 
politics. It up until now the Evangelical Churches 
worked toward the conservation of its membership 
and its numerical extension isolated from its surround
ing, from now on this is impossible, theologically as 
well as historically. We must revise our theory and 
practice evangelization. This should be understood 
as a total announcement of the Gospel as the act of 
God in Jesus Christ, but in the context of that which 
God wants today in Latin America. A new convert 
must be a man who would stand face to face with his 
environment in a responsible attitude with his 
neighbors." 

• 100 Colombian children die each day from illnesses which 
could have been prevented by medical services and better 
nutrition. 

Strides made by government in education, social service 
and land reform have been frustrated by a top heavy bu
reaucracy, corruption, inflation and the population explosion. 
Increased migration from rural areas to the cities continues 
to cause urban unemployment and undeveloped land re
sources. Wide spread and deep-rooted discontent intensifies 
the hope of grasping at any promise of change in preference 
to the status quo. The late "Che" Guevara is a hero symbol to 
many of the youth in Colombia and generally in Latin Amer· 
ica. His picture stares at you from university halls, the walls 
of vacant lots, the backs of buses, cars, and taxis. Another 
hero for the Colombians is Camilo Torres, an "activist" priest 
who took to arms with the guerillas. ~s killed by the 
military in an armed encounter. To observers, the 
stage is set again for some kind of revo t onary action. 



PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

: t<E EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-
COLOMBIA SYNOD 

It was during this latter period that the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church-Colombia Synod (ELCCSJ was formally organized 
with six member congregations. The constituting conven
tion of the synod was held on July 26, 1958. Later, other 
congregations joined the synod, but the church continues to 
be small in total membership. The present membership is 
approximately 1 ,070 persons with a Colombian ministerium 
of five ordained pastors and three evangelists. 

The Evangelical Lutheran. C:ttl1_rc~h-golombia Synod 
maturing church. Though growth in numbers has b· 
there are obvious indications of significant maturity. The 
synod is under the capable leadership of a Colombian pres
ident, The Reverend Pausanias Wilches. He has demon
strated a deep understanding of and genuine concern for 
the mission of the church in Colombia. 

The church is engaged in a developing ministry. New work 
was recently begun in the cities of Cali and Bucaramanga. 
The work in both these urban centers is a part of a ministry 
to the emerging middle class neighborhood. Since almost 
50% of the Lutherans are now in urban areas, the church 
has oriented her thinking to these centers. A community 
center has been opened in suburban Bogota which provides 
medical and social facilities that include an out-patient clinic, 
a 35 child day nursery for children of working mothers, and 
classes in adult literacy and vocational training. The work on 
the plains is carried on by dedicated evangelists and one 
pastor. This ministry covers an area of 3,240 square miles 
and one of the congregations can only be reached by horse
back with a ride of 13 hours. To meet with another small 
colony of believers requires 4 days of riding over mountain
ous and difficult terrain. 

e 

SELITE-THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION BY EXTENSION 

The church has found a most imaginative way of enlarging 
the personnel resources for evangelism in this land now so 
open to the Gospel. The small size of the church made the 
building of a local theological seminary impractical. In the 
past, the church had sent their theological students to Argen· 
tina or to Mexico; Many of these young men had difficulty, 
however, in readjusting to the harsh realities of Colombian 
life when they returned. 

Now a new system of theological training "by extension" has 
been developed which will augment the on-going institu· 
tiona! training at Augsburg Lutheran Seminary in Mexico 
City. This course uses programmed self-teaching materials 
while the laymen work at their regular jobs and support their 
families at home. Servicio Luterano de lnstruccion Teolog
ica, or as it is called "Selite", also provides for supervision 
of the individual learner in area group meetings that are 
held once a week. 

At present there are 37 men in the program. Students who 
continue will finish the Selite program in six years and will 
then be well-prepared to offer pastoral services to small 
groups otherwise unable to support a full-time pastor. A 
ministry of this type is better suited to the realities of the 
Colombian situation than more traditional patterns of 
theological trainiog. 

THE FUTURE 

The Colombian Church is growing in her sense of mission. 
With our prayers and concern, these Christians will find new 
ways to enlarge their ministry strengths. Not the least of 
these ways may be that of helping the Roman Catholic 
Church to boldly fulfill its post-vatican II promises. The 
Roman Catholic Bishops Conference in Latin America has 
declared that its leaders are anxious to cooperate with other 
churches. Only 20% of the nominally Roman Catholic popu
lation attends mass at least once a year. Our Catholic friends 
report that there are 10,000-15,000 people for every priest. 

Our Lord calls upon all of us to respond to the endless op
portunities for gospel witness, and for the building up of a 
faith that is sensitive to change and that expresses love for 
neighbors in all areas of life. 

e 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Cover: Pastor Pausanias Wilches, President of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church-Colombia Synod, checks the news of the 
day. He chats also with Pastor Harold Olson, who togethiH 
with his wife Opal, has served for 30 years in Colombia. 
Church leadership remains sensitive to the blowing of 
political winds as a measure for its own safety as well as an 
indicator of the kind of encouragement and help its members 
might need. 

1. The Lutheran bookstore lo Bogota. the capital of Colombia, is 
strategically located on a busy avenue next l:loor to Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. Lutheran evangelism. began in Colombia 
through the sale of Bibles. The sale of Christian literature con
tinues today as an important arm of ministry. 

2. Preparing for a brighter future. education has been stressed by 
the ELC-CS. These students are among a group of 300 who have 
the privilege of studying at one of the best interior schools of 
Colombia, which is located in the city of Sogamoso and owned 
and operated by the ELC-CS. 

3. St. Luke's Lutheran Church is nestled among th'e new buildings 
of Ciudad Kennedy. Experimental outreach In social ministries 
provides several important contacts with the dense population 
surrounding this congregation. 

4. Colombian youth love music set to the singing strings of the 
guitar. The ELC-CS has had a traditionally strong program among 
the young people of the church. 

•. f'llstOf a.ramo Wltcttft ........ tfte Good ..._ ef - lite ift 
Jesus Christ with his congregation. Five Colombian pastors, two 
full-time evangelists. and four missionary pastors help carry on 
the major responsibility of the mini'stry. 

6. New houses increase in number too slowly for adequate housing 
of the exploding population of South American cities. These new 
buildings in one of Bogota's newest suburbs. Ciudad Kennedy, 

- give only a partial answer to the relieving of social problems 
which are increasing in the metropolitan centers. 

7. Pastor Olivera explains how to use a course of study to a member 
who is participating in a theological education by extension pro
gram in Colombia. Though only one or two students may study 
theology at Augsburg Seminary, Mexico City, in any given year, 
as many as 40 students are learning theological skills through 
extension studies. 

Board for World Mission and Inter-Church Cooperation 
THE AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

422 SOUTH FIFTH STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNE. 55415 
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d A t'""t> G~CGRAPHIC A:m ETHNIC FEATURES /~ ~ ~ 
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Colombia lies to the extreme n tht-1est of South America and bo:9ers on Panama, Vene
zuela, Brazil, Peru and Ec•.w.d . _,The only country o£ this c;<J21:inent \·lhose shores are 
•·rashed by tv7o ocenns, it has ~~ miles- of coastline, .9Jt4~t""'""on the Caribbean Sea, and 

I~(){) 8J)..H-8 on the Pacific Ocean. Its princi~ 1 seaports are Cartagena, BaYanquilla, ~nd 
Bt:enaventuru. Bogota', its cap:i.tal of ~milliQQ. people, sprawls on an inJ,and plateau 
a- mile &Rd t~~s above sea leve~ ~71-·L c:-1 ';n~t....--v..-}~. cJ It-/ C 

C;1.._)b4o · ' "·)L 
I • 

The f•?urth larr;est of South America's ten republics, Colombia has an estimated area of 
I 440";505 square IM.-i.E!s (la1:g~r the.n Ontario and smaller than Alaska) . 

) JL/~?lf~"' e~;.f~WL~~·lob.~'{ .J~1 fJOI),_rt1.. ,· -~.1 · ~. 
~iith a poppJatlon ·a eke~ ;.lf~~oo;ooo, about-:3l:::5=people live on each square 'I'l!i-l-a-. Ho\·T-

ever, for a truer picture of the pn_p:P-ation density, it~should be remembered that most 
o:: the population lives in the fH:,:,y~ea. 11departamentos 11 (states) \vhich comprise about 
half of Colombia's total area, Hhile the vast trQpical expanses of th4unincorporated 
11intendcncias" and "comisarias" are very sparsely populated. Host densely populated 
are the valleys _and plateaus of the thre~'~qn m~u§f~Jn;t~y~s that run through the 
'"'est central part, rising to heights of 10',000 to "U,OUG- ~Colombia's population 
is largP.ly mcs~j~~~ resulting from a mixture of the Spaniards with the indigenous tribes. 
Host of the ~ population lives on the coast, where their ancestors were slaves 
to the Spaniards., Colombia has no race problem. 

?: .J ~~~-t ~ ~~Po a A4?:~ · 
The Nngdalena River (Colcinbia 1 s Hississippi), fed by 500 tributaries, \-1inds north-vmrd 
foi:-:/~a~ly one -t:ho~ to the Caribbean and i·s navigable for stermv-heelers about 
half its length.· Other great rivers flmv into the Orinoco and Amazon systems. 

throughout Colombia varies, according to altitude, from tropical on the coasts 
to temperate and cold in the mount~ins.~For example, TunJ·a 

13. c.: 
~£--tl'~s-s..aa<r-fi_:-e-t has an average temperature of, cegrees ]f., ,.;hile La Dorada at 

. ...;~!.I:.; averages .34--degrees r:, -,;-lith only slight variations throughout the 
J7 c year. 

NATUR~L RESOURCES AND INDUSTRY 

Colombia is the second largest coffee producer in the Horld (Brazil being first, but 
Colombia is the first in mild coffee). Other important products are:bananas, cotton, 
sugar, cattle, petroleum, textiles, emeralds, gold, and iron. The vast mineral wealth 
of Colombia has only begun to be exploited. The steel industry at the rec~ntly-Opened 
mines of Paz de Rio is 'l!nique in that all necessary ra;., materials abound 't-7ithin a 
radius o~- ~e$ from the plant. , ,. -f- 1 

__ . -~ ~.,.,. 1.)~. ,. .• I . r f ;/1•7,-. ~ : ~ 1 -.:;,q rv ., • 7..! /,_....., . ")1 i .,;.' ...___ • •• :.. 1 . (. ··,,4 '• 1 • .t..- " •· ; (. rr 1 r "'.· ---L. j -, o:::: 
·- ~ ~." tr-~C' (A.A..,....."' ff, . __ / . -+' ~ -

, :v,.,.,H~ , t.-C~v( .;..V!.,'~'!-·rP.,,tn.:.r\.r ;,·_~ .·· • ,_·;;..•:,-r:;.. 
"" RELIGIOO$ FEATURES 

The most important indigenous culture of Colombia \·las that of the sun-•,•o:r.shipping 
Chibcha.:;, upon the ruins of ,,Jhich -.;.;as supo::mpe>sed, in the Spanish colonization, a. 
Roman Catholic culture \·Thich had not felt the: impact of the Reformation. Thus, the 
religious envi(9~n:nent is quite different frcm that of N0rth America, uhose colonizers 
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·' 
brought ~'~ith ther.~ fro:n norther~, Em:orf;! the. open ?i~li!, tfe cl~<H1s;ns:.l~s lfM-tliW- .-t; 

I~eforrr:a ... :ton, and. a,.pers"nal,fa:tthr ln.therR:ts_pnfCnr,Is~.:_:~t<"'/,ld,_, i.,l"'l't ~;l .. ,r-M t {' 
.-!f)"' 1 "1~.,._,;. ... .,.::;:~C:t-i-/·ti~,.c'.4~/Y-~ ~~-tL :_~:.. .. o<'F~Il • .lf..t-< ,.,.,_ •• · ,.-,:t>.t-c,4t ~ ,-· V. / '- • . ..,., I · ..r v / · '/ , ( ... ~!t -. ~ · .. · • ~..t -./2V~rvv · 1 -t • ... Ho;'d... • • , t'Jt-~t •·-," ,.~ ~ ., ~ tt• t"• · ' ·- . 

Excepting a compw:rativ~y small nu:nber of Protcs~!nq J.e~·lS, and :he approx:tmately 
fi\·c hundred thousand unincorporated Indians of nd~ knm·m tn.bes, nearly all 
Colombians are nominal Roman Catholics. However, according to Roman Catholic estimates, 
only about t·;,.;enty per cent are active in the practice of that religion to the extent 

of attending mass once a year. v ~~/)-1.vyt,)'_J: ,!;~ ~ -?\ 

.:~~Cover a. century ago the P,r~byt~·rians nade their fir~t be~~~ ... J?~(_~lissionary 't·7?rk in __ 
~ Colomb:ta. Today o-ver t-.:·1&b'1:y d:tfferent Protestant m~ss~n"""ro-a :t.zat:tp~s~ar~ t..rork?;!1c ~' 

I in nearly all parts of the country.~-':- c:L ~t> t§ 3 ' : ~~J;~~"{ 14~ 
. {._ "i:. ?t.---rrif*~t:;:;, -1./•$. ).&4 ~~- 'j ""1~. ~ 

J\1"1'' The CEDEC (Evange~ical Confederation of Colombia) census ccmmittee reports an approx1.mate 
· {U 1 \ Protestant corrmunicant membership of forty-five thousand. The total Protestant constit

,~~"' uency is estimated at over 180,)000 people. These figures do not include the Colombian 
~~·,.'" · J i.>lands of San Andres and Pro\lidencia, ninety per _cen-t of '1:·7hos_'f_ ;.eventy-five~ h~n.,dr. e_d 
:"'\~people are Protestant . ....tJL'11v _, L r"t-' "7~;,ZJ!~""· 1.~'3; j;:~:~~- ~-

~. J_,'=' }l_ ~ -~ 6k-- ,rV" . .~-~,c.,.. .. ~ ~ I·~ "1~ .1-lc-Jf· . ,..t . 
..:..; luq CED.t:..C reports a persecut1.0n toll of 115 Pf?J;estant Chr1.st1.ans F.artyred for the:tr f~ith, 

f-1.! · 66 Protestant churches and chapelf d.esldP;¥0, and over 200 Protestant schools closed 
'-/;, / during the years 1948-1959 ~ Hos_t>;of 

1
tH;se schools were reopened after the overthro•~ of 

1 , the dictatorship. Protesta~s-ne-~njoy much more liberty. The ne\-l "climate" created 
· .. by the Vati.can Council has\kase'tl. tensions and led t:o friendly encounters bet-.;·ieen Roman 

Catholic and Protestant le~d~rs. But Roman Catholic control of the public schools still 
accounts for much discrimination against Protestant students and teachers. .. . -p. 

r ...... r .. ~ ).' .~ ....... 
_..v--.J· ...-11) .,.. . ./ :. ' 

LUTHERAN HORK 

Historic Sketch 

Lutheran Hork Has begun in 1936 by an independent group kno-.;-m as "Celmosa" (Colombia 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America), w·ith mission-aries., fro_m variotp ~yW!ds 7,. 
ELC, Lutheran Brethren, Augustana, and UELC. /. .. ,;l'-rJ..tJ/J,ynk"l-.A.!Vj( .. t·l_f~--~--;. 

_ (___: rl H V • ·} <f' • , ~ J· 4 \ r' ) ~-:--. 

t·lhen the first missionaries called by the ELC and the UELS(?.rrived on the field in 1944, 
the above-mentioned independent Lutheran mission had already gathered six or seven 
groups of believers and opened a Bible School. Hith these reinforcements, it '\:·las 
possible to place resident missionaries in four strategic tmms. s~ajf the Bible School 
and open a ne,,• station in Tunja, the capital of Boyaca. Four ~~chapels tvere built. 

Then began a time of setbacks and persecution. Even before our Hission (ELC-UELC) as
sumed responsibility for the field in 1946, a change in goi:e.rnment took place l~hich led 
to the disastrous politico-rt,ligious struggle from t·ihich the country J;_a:s=onl)r.~b:;ogun--t:& 
recover since ousting its dictatorial government in 195 7. , t...-~o~ -..;.-'t, ... .c .. : 1/.1((·1-'~· 

Nevertheless, God granted us a short tir•~e of fruitful 't·iOrk before the storm of perse
cution broke upon us in full force. Although contemplated for yc::n·s, our opening \-:o·dz 
in Bogota, the national capital, came as a direct result of the persecution which forced 
us out of Duitama, our main center in Boyaca. 
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Persecution uhich hc.d been spor2dic becc.m2 general 
stonings of our homes, schools and meeting places. 
others \·7ere killed. Four of our 1:ural chapels and 
and all our schools closed. 

and orga.nizcd. There uere repeated 
Several believers were imprisoned; 

to;·:o "'iss ionary homes vrere destroyed 

It vms not easy to e.djust to these discoura--ging circu~s tances. Yet, most of the 
believers proved staunch through it all. Some ,;.;ere able to return to their com.rnunitics. 
Others settled in new areas and thus the Gospel ,;v-as spread. Though unable to meet foJ: 
"t·rorship, their live·s preached the Living Uord. Enemies beca;;-;:e friends; "persecutors 
beca:ne Christian Hitnesses. 

Nissionaries tried through letters to encourage believers in these communities \·:here 
visits from them Hould only mean rene•.red persecutio:p.. 1·:eam-Ihile, they concentrated 
their efforts in the cities, gathering refugees {.Yortt the cot:ntry and making neH contacts. 

Organization and Progress 
( r~"' ... } 

The schools and churches, closed during the pe~aecution.years, have been reopened and .... 
ne\v areas of service have been opened. A:t •. present ten elementary schools are operating 
with fifteen Colombian teachers. The LJt~eran school in Sogamoso, with government 
license, offers the official basidsecondafy curriculum plus Bible and Nor~al training 
for girls. 

A significant forward step -.;-1as !the formal organization of the "Iglesia Evangelica 
Luterana-Sinodo de Colombia'' '(Evangelical Lutheran Church-Colombia Synod) on July 26, 
1958, Hith six member congreg~tions. T~;vo more congregations ~.rere added in 1961. A 
second congregation was orgauized in.Bogota in February 1965. 

e Pastors have been trained ih Lu~heran seminaries in Argentina and Nexico. A joint 
Lutheran seminary, "Cen,trd Augsburgo 11

, was opened in Nexico in January 1965,. Three 
students from C9lombfa\_fre enrolled. 

Our Colombia field ~~operates in the joint Lutheran effort to provide Christian litera
ture in Spanish.~ T~e new service book and hymnal for use in Spanish-speaking America, 
is now in use.\ ottier major projects under -...;ay are: Luther's works in Spanish, Bible 
commentaries, catechetical materials and other teaching aids. The recently-incorporated 
intersynodical "Publicaciones El Escudo" \·Iill be responsible for publishing and distri
buting Lutheran ;literature in Spanish. 

CONGREGATIO~S AND PREACHIMG PLACES OF THE ELC-CS 

For a clearer idea of their location, see the follm·7ing outline map and a brief sketch 
of each center of activity on the Colombia field. 
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VEt~EZUEL'\ 

+ a * (3) 

+ Organized congregations 

* Unorganized groups 

5~ Primary schools 

~ Secondary schools 

The number in parentheses 
indicates the number in area 

BOGOTA + (3) * 

River + 

BRAZIL 

PERU 

_, ------------------------ I 
1. Bogot~: Colombia 1 s capital of -t.w.o. million souls. service 

in Spanish was held here on Easter Sunday, 1949. ·mer Lutheran congre-
gation 1:.;-as organized in January, 1953, and an attractive church building and 
parsonage were dedicated on Septe:nber 27, 1953. A small educational unit \·ias 
dedicated in 1958 for use of Sunday School and Day School. A Christian book
store tws built in 1966. It is located alongside Redeemer Church. The congre-
gation in its evangelistic efforts reaches out to other preaching places in 
th~ city. "San Lucas'' congreg~n ucs organized in February, 1965, in Ciudad 

l' rrt,V", •/f; 

Kennedy, a Bogota suburb \·1it~ 1 , COO people. Warship ss.J:~s--are--aiso being 
hclcl-in--south-Bogot:a--in--.a -pr4va.te--home·; \·rith the idea oJ organizing ·p.noth,er ~
copgrcg?...tion in· the near·-fpt-u-re. ~-~-Lr }4 71_ {J'"'Vt"'f\.e-1-·7,.,·lf:-,A 9, ;:~ t . .:.;-t-:..;C-/v:__<: ·' 
/~ +"«. ..- J,-~17 J-N-1- L--f0-::~~:.. ;-- t--&~~r-t-,;-~:~?t...l,:.t,<. .. -~1<./~r-f"-·~-t , 

2. Tun i~_: Cold, colonial state en. pi tal of B~yacJ. ~·:here Lutheran ~wrk o;..'as begun 
in 19!~5. A sm<:.ll group o£ believ2rs has regttlarJy :-r.et here for ''orship and 
was f6inally organi%ed as a congreg~tion in 1958. 
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c,.ibcl:a,_ <$''/r /. 

Sogar::osq_: Historic centc:r of ancient :tnee culture!, noT .. ; a bustl::.~'z city of ~5 ,000 
inhc.bitants; close to steel mills of Belencito ~nd iron n:ines df Paz d0 Rio. 
Lutheran work was begun here in 1953. A building for boarding school, ch~p~l, 
and apart~ents for pas:-or and teachers \-laS erected 1~tl~ff~~-f~ __ !.2_?7 .. The J 
c~ngregatwn \·laS orga_r;_:._:ed t~e same y~<n-.- __ .:he schoo\ no,,· .or:Je.rs)c.Se';..~P~t"i'll-(d-<../ 
"B:i::b:i:a...,-c:aud uorur<rl=a--a~~ng. tJ_. Yu-,..-v A~Lz:ri.,..£;•~ .-t(.~c'\--.•,;;.:,..Ufl\._ .~,.__14ft.'· 1~c, 1 r ( , -

f . ---· ... ·!..-'.-1 

Socota: Parpa, in the municipality of Socota, accessible only by ~ule or on 
foot, is the home of a rural congregation of Presbyterian origin served by 
Lutheran Hi~sion since 1939. Local believers built their O\o7n humble chapel. 
This, the oldest Protestant chapel in Boyaca. and the parsonage were destroyed 
in 1950 by anti-Protestant fanatics. Reconstruction began in 195l~ and Has 
suspended in 1955 when builder t·1as threatened and imprisoned. A day school, 
under the auspices of the congregation, was reopened in 1958. The congre
gation was organized December 26, 1958, and the ne:;oT chapel co!ilpleted, and 
dedicated April 26, 1959. Three or fo"r~y rn:Ul·et:rn·H-..f.rom-Pa-rpa-,--at 

~M--\.-C._ AO?"v'- eo-. ,--ytt'-·rl"~l-_1 ("' r~"'"'':t.&f.- .. 1r"t.e--~ ,.;;;.-...'#~ t"t---U.<._J 
Fra±:ie4-o. . • • nal, j S..::::Jl~m:t:h~-:-r~l-grpuP::,which~-ox:ga. · ,ed-a~±~n~-t-i,on--~in 196"1---;--

\1: %.:, ,;;~ ....,...._ nd -Z-~'-"""" re-·~ • · 
~ Paz de Ariporo: The center of t~is scattered p rish on the tropical Plains of 

Casan.:>.'!:'e was at La Aguada, a tovm \oThich l-Ias completely destroyed (including 
Lutheran chapel and parsonage) in 1950 during civil ~o1ar betHeen revolutionary 
and government forces. Since then the congregation, formally organized in 1956, 
has been served by an itinerant pastor, the whole group meeting at one place 
two or three times a year. Paz de Ariporo, a ne\oT town created by the govern
ment in 1953, is noH the municipal center of this rural parish. - --~.,.._ 

£. 

b 
lL 

jL 
Trinidad: ~mpe:r:taut tmm in the heart of the Casanare Plains, p-romise::. to 
becon1~l:hecent .. er--of--a. -second con-gregation ~·n--th• s- ~rea-. ~}~t ,_'·1-~S- ~~l~1f-Sed /.-. 
and~ schopJ_ and p~rson~~e ~n bifilt; ~ tvf0., ~ .... ~ /V~t!-~1- ...... 

4vv '-- "'ft. r v~ L- vl1- ~p.-.-u;ty~ ... ~ t:._"1r~ ' e.·· -~ • 
El Cocuy: Hountaid tmm, i·,ooo ~f! above ;ea level, nestled in a beautiful 
valley close to the snow~cal?s ·~f El Cocuy, is the center of a promiBing field .. 
f h G 1 h ·_{_! 1 "~ . • • h · lf · h ~~~~-r•J.-4~~ or t e ospe • On t e ~S§:::l:e prem1ses 1n t e town J.tse :;., jL~ a c ~ ana a·' 
day school. The greater part of the congregation lives twoWSf'~re~1- s up 
in the mountains in a community knmm as El Carrizal. Here there is also a 
small chapel, a school, and a cemetery. This congregation was organized in 
1955. There are several other preaching places in the area. 

Chiscas: A quaint little town surrounded by scenic mountains and inhabited 
before the Spanish conquest by the Laches and Chiscas tribes. Hith the large 
rural community included in this municipality, it offers a great challenge. 
The nucleus of believers in the a1:ea \oTas org~nized as, a tt~r~-ion in 1961. 
Property, owned there l;Jy the Mission since 19!•8; 1 p.f~~i~es ~l,'school, and 
residence. 
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center of our river opc•raUons vith our 33-foot boat, the "San Pablo" (St. Paul), 

~':i-s used i~~-, -· ... ·' __ ·fi.Quo;and• etye.G?· ~at _l. l: .. ..J,·v~ " ... ~.mror~ 
•..h.; <> ~., ~ • , ~·· ~"' '-!(~ .-(...c..._ ,_!'1- L- ,_. G(' /Y'/~ ~ 
'-'~~'(' LIIH!T. ~·V. , • -~# . • _ _ _ _ , 

• .-< -·. ,4•'. . ' ~ 

~1--.: Cali: 'k~s ~ne oc the oldest tities on the continent, founded in 1536. Today 
it has a population of about cfoe million souls znd is one of the fastest gro~v
ing cities in C9lombia. The mean temperature is a lovely J$'0 C., Lutheran >;-IOrk 
in Spanish Has begun in this city in February of 196 7; hoHever, ther2 is a " 
Gerr.!an Lutheran congregation of long standing located in Cali. ~e future 1Gmts-- ( 

-~ ~~ bri-g-H:Si.::;ofea?-the"''tlJOt~n -Gtcti. 

·7. ~t<, J ~-vU-vJt-··r~ k-!4 t-:jC.. 

~~::~~~;~i~=~~:;£j~;:.~. :::::;::~rs. o Hilches, Pastor and Mrs. 
eda, -Hr. ·-and 'firs. Hernan Ar~z9-, n "'11r~.-~,&U._ 

' . ! . . 
f Several evangelists, some of play an 

important part in the evange 
,- . 

• "• ,_ c 

: "'-' Foreign: Hiss Joyce ,B~gh Niss 
Mrs. Harold L. Olson,'''fas 
Pastor and Nrs. Narlny{le 

'-----' 1-:"estman, Pastor and 'Hrs. 

elen Daniefs .. ri; Hiss--Cor-g~lia Jensen~ Pastor and 
Hrs. Arnfeld C. Horde, 1·1iss-.Be·tva . .N.erlien, 

ac son, Pastor ~la ter Lud~vigscn, Pastor a~'(:r"Nrs. Hilmer 
e Brand, Pastor and Nrs. Nonnan Cn:odt, and Pastor an-i 

Hrs. Viesturs Pavasars. 

re ).nto 
more responsibility 

lO:e---continue -to··pray·and plead ·for reinforcements. The Lutheran Church faces a 
ne-tv-·and pr:onising day in Colombia. There are unpr<:ccdcr.ted o-pportunities if He 
have the· vitality and': resources-(-s-p1i:ftu~t::.9J\4 .. t!)? •• t:eri<rl-) to meet the chall.:!ug'-!. 

I 

"BRE1I-mEN. PRAY FOR US" 



COLOMBIA, South America 

The Republic of Colombia is located in the northwest corner of South America and 
is bordered by Venezuela, Brazil, Peru, Ecuador, Panama, the Pacific Ocean and the 
Caribbean Sea. It covers an area slightly larger than Ontario and its present.popu
lation is an estimated 30,000,000. Bogota, the capital city of over 5,000,000, lies 
on a high inland plateau with a year-round average temperature of 14° Celsius. 
Natural resources include petroleum, natural gas, coal, iron ore, nickel, gold, 
copper and emeralds. Agriculture products include coffee, bananas, rice, corn, 
sugarcane, plantain, cotton and tobacco. And in the last few years we would shame
fully have to admit that marijuana now probably tops the list of cash crops. 

Independence from Spain was declared July 20, 1810, and consolidated on August 7, 
1819, when Simon Bolivar's ragged troops defeated the Spaniards in the Battle of Boyaca. 
Today the profile of ethnic groups would be about: 58% mestizo, 20% Caucasian, 
14% Mulatto, 4% Negro, 3% Negro-Indian, and 1% Indian. The language of the land is 
Spanish, the literacy rate approximately 75% and life expectancy 61 years. 

The most important indigenous culture of Colombia was that of the sun-worshipping 
Chibchas, upon the ruins of which was superimposed, in the Spanish colonization, a 
Roman Catholic culture which had not felt the impact of the Reformation. Thus, the 
religious environment is quite different from that of North America, whose colonizers 
brought with them from northern Europe the open Bible, the cleansing fires of the 
Reformation and a personal faith in the Risen Christ. Approximately 95% of the 
Colombians are nominal Roman Catholics. However, according to Roman Catholic estimates, 
only about twenty per cent are active in the practice of that religion to the extent 
of attending mass once a year. 

The Protestant witness in Colombia began in 1825 with the arrival of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. In 1856 the Presbyterian Church made its first beginning 
of missionary work. Today over 50 different Protestant mission and church organiza
tions are working in nearly all parts of the country. 150 to 200 thousand Colombians 

·consider themselves to be Protestants. There are also approximately 12,000 Jews in 
the country. 

Lutheran work began in 1936 and today the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia 
has its witness in 10 cities and towns with several other preaching points scattered 
about the Andes mountains and the Plains of Casanare. The rr:issionary staff has been 
reduced to one couple involved in various administrative programs over the past six 
years. Twelve ordained Colombian pastors serve the 10 organized congregations and 
their respective points of contact, as well as the Synod's educational institutions. 

And now, as of last August, Jose and Carol Ariza have joined the pastoral staff of 
the Synod in a ministry to the plains people at Paz de Ariporo. The Canadian Church 
"sent" them as missionaries while the Colombian Church received them as "national 
workers" salaried by the local church. Jose is very happy to be back to the parish 
he served as an evangelist for a number of years before teaching in the church's 
educational program and before marrying Missionary Ostrem's daughter Carol and then 
starting his long pilgrimage northward to Mexico City, Saskatoon, Camrose, Edmonton 
and Whitehorse. After serving for 11 years as Guidance Counsellor in the Whitehorse 
vocational school, Jose sensed that God was calling him back to the ministry in 
Colombia. So he finished his theological studies at Saskatoon, served his internship 
at Westlock, AB, took a clinical counselling course in Edmonton and became involved 
in Spanish ministry there. On the night of their commissioning service at Ascension 
in Edmonton, the Arizas flew to Colombia where they were received with open arms by 
family and church in the land of Jose's forbears. 

The Colombia Lutheran Church has expeienced much spiritual warfare in its 50-year 
history. We are asked to support them in prayer that they might remain faithful in 
the proclamation of the Gospel of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

-- f/t-n Jel d (} , fYl 0 f-t-1:: 
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Ea cJJI[isi6n 6vangelica Euferana en Colombia 
Jhe Go!ombia 6vangelica! Euferan cJ'Ilission of South c/{merica 

Estimado Amigo, 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

Apartado 2525 
Bogota, Colombia 

/1 b r i, I l 1111? 

Dijo Jesucristo, nuestro Salvador, 11y conocereis la verdad y la verdad 
os li her tara 11 (S. Juan 8:32} 

Si Ud. ya conoce esta verdad y por fe ea ella esta libre o si anhela 
conocerla y go~ar de la plena libertad que Jecucristo otorga, le 
invitaillos a escuchar la ralabra de Dios y adorarle a El en culto 
sole:::me el Domingo de la Resurreccion a las 10:00 de la LJai1ana, en 
la Carrera 1), Eo· 73-71. ?avor de invitar a sus amigos. 

For ese culto se inaugurara otro centro evan.:;elico en la capital, el 
pri~ero bajo los auspicios de la iision 3vangelica Luter~1a en Colombia. 

3e celebraran tres servicios sewanales; el culto solem1e los doningos 
por la maiiana, el culto de evaa'"lgelizacion los doningos por la r~ocne, 
y el 'cul to de oracion ~· estudio b!blico los miercoles. La hora rre
cisa de los doc citados cultos vespertinos se fijara al haber tonado 
el concepto de los interesados que concuran a la inauguracion el 
domingo de la r ascua, el 17 de abril. 

INVIT.d.CION E3FEOL\.L': El Institute :a:lblico-CUltural de la Iglesi~ 
2"1aa.:;elica Luter~1a en aolo~bia le i::vita cordialBente a rresenciar el 
culto de apertura do~ingo, el 24 de abril, a las ):00 de la tarde, en 
h casa del plantel, Carrera 15, 7f73-71. · 

Su Atento servidor en Cristo, 

~Ld e. Hz-v._~ 
Arnfeld c. l·iorck 



STATION REPORT 1949 BuGOTA 

, The first year of work in Bogota brought many encouragements in spite of the difficulties 
that confronted us in beginning work. The Lord has blessed us richly in a year that in 
~ respects was unusual. Pastor Morek began the congregational work here With what 
~ontacts he had time to make 'While carrying on his duties at the Institute. He began a . 

program of morning and afternoon services on Sunday and amid-week Bible study and prayer 
service. Our services were held in the Institute chapel ~th the student body formin~ 
the nucleus of the congregation for the first few months. In June I arrived in Bogota 
to relieve Pastor Morek of the congregational duties. For a time the program was continued 
just as it had been while we who came new to the work tried to orientate ourselves. In 
September Miss Danielson came to Bogota to serve as parish worker and due to a large extent to 
her faithful and zealous activity more contacts were made and a larger program was adopted. 
At the last Conference it had been decided that Miss Danielson should be the parish worker 
in Tunja as soon as her duties in Parpa were taken over by someone else. However, when she 
arrived in Tunja the political tension made it inadvisable to carry on a program of parish 
calling so the decision was made that she should work in Bogota where there were many 
opportunities and a great need. I sincerely thank Miss Danielson for filling that need 
so well. Before her arrival a beginning was made in Young People 1s work by making the 
Sunday afternoon service a young people 1s meeting with the Institute students in charge. 
This work was then enlarged to include at first weekly young peoples meetings on Saturday 
evenings, and later bi-weekly meetings. Since the Colombians maintain a class distinction 
between the social groups we began the weekly meetings to avoid any difficulties, with one 
group coming on one Saturday evening and another group c<Jiling the following Saturday. At 
the same time we began Women 1 s meetings on this same basis with the groups meeting on 
Friday afternoons. This program we continued until the tense political situation, the 
closing of the Institute for the year, and the necessity of having permits for meetings 
changed the nature of our activities. We then began having bi-weekly meetings for the 
Young People and the Women's groups with both social groups included. In both cases 
this worked out q11ite successfully. In the case of the young people, at first a large 
number came out but later this attendance dWindled to a few faithfuls who could quite 
readily work together regardless of social distinctions. Thus the problem was solved there. 

~n the case of the women 1 s meetings, only a very few came to either group to oegin with 
~d these few seemed to be of the type that. could meet together also. The 11nion of the 

two women 1 s groups resulted in larger attendances at the meetings. With the closing 
of the Institute, the mid-week Bible study was discontinued by the rest of the program 
continued as usual. 

In September and October a good many contacts were made and the picture looked 
bright for congregational growth. However, perhaps because of the political situation 
as well as indifference, we discovered in ttime that the first enthusiasm on the part 
of these contacts dwindled and throughout the months of November and December, especially 
during the nstate of Siege" that was imposed, only a few faithful attended the services. 

Since my arrival in June we have had communion services once a month with an 
average attendance at the Lord1 s Table of seventeen (17) persons including missionaries. 
On July 2 two students at the Institute who are from the Parpa congregation and had been 
receiving instruction from Pastor Morek were confirmed in the Bogota congregation. 
This was done here since Pastor Morek was also ~astor of the the Parpa congregation 
and the political situation made it inadvisable at the time to travel to Parpa. 

There have also been two baptisms during these months, both being baptisms of 
missionary children. 

The fact that in the last two months the attendances have been smaller might lead to 
discouragement;yet we rejoice in the knowledge of the power of God 1s Word to work in the 
lives of all of those with whom we have had contact. Bogota still presents a big 
challenge with a great opportunity for fruitage. 

RespectfUlly submit ted 

Johan A. Bergh 



FINANCIAL REPORT ~ !OGOTA STATION lt;D 

Flmd .heeipts Disbursements :Balanae - ¢ 

Reht 20,000.00 19,489.54 510.46 
JDva.Dgeltet 2,100.00 2,090.00 18,00 

%.1 hrature and Supp11et 200.00 174.56 25.44 
Travel 873-75 819.66 54·09 
Telephone aDd telegraph 170.00 151.00 19.00 
Pottage and Stationer, 60.00 56·80 J.20 

" 

Jeep (Special) 880.00 852·65 27.35 \ 
Mi acellaneoua 225.00 191.33 JJ.67 

To tala 24,608.?5 2],825·54 68).21• 

• Re~ed. to !l"ea8Ver 1/5/51 



IDOOTA STATION lUf()ft 1950 

Sunday School and D1 vine Worship services have been eond.ueted every Sunday Morning 
aince JUly 1. The data aa to servicea and Sunday School for the first half of the 
year is not available. 

Work bas been Cl'lrried on in the barrios by Rev. Olgf!r Qu.anrud, llizabeth Eeerde, 
Valborg Torkelson, end don Pausanias Wilehea. Midweek :Sible studies are being con
ducted in homes in three residencial areaa. Sund&T school work 1s also carried on 
in one of these areas. 

!he attendance at the service• in the chapel has not been ver;r good. MaDT of those 
who have sought ref'qe here in :Bogot' do not atteDl, e1 ther because of the distance 
they have to travel or indifference. If they do come at all their attend,ance is 
perfunctory. 

'!'he mid-week l3ible studiea have had good attendance as well as the SUnday School in 
:Barrio Santander. 

Two vacation :Sible schools were conducted by Hilma :Bello, Amira Jim,nes, and Lu1d1na 
Morales. fhese schoola an4 teachers were UDder the supervision of the two parish 
workers Elizabeth·Heerde and Valborg !orkelaon. 

Bi-weekly meetings have also be~n conducted by Phoebe Que.nrud, llisabeth Heerde, and. 
Valborg 'forkelaon. lfhese meetings have aought to reach the women with the life giving 
message of the Gospel. 

During the year there have been nine services of Boly OoDm!Wlion. The total attendance 
at these services ta 139 making an average attendance of about 15 per service. This 
would teem to be a favorable indication were it not for the fact that the attendance 
of the Colombians is about seven per service. fhe rest being made up of miasionary 
personnel. 

MiniatP-rial Acts 

:Bap:ti.bs11J!:·;· 
l'an!l7 Granado• 
JUdith Anne Mendenhall 
!odil Braun Hansen 
Lilia Wilchee Mora. 
lCim Ram!res 
Hanne !a.lbot Peterson 
.Uda J'ernandeE Leal 

Confirmands 

Luidina Morales 
:Bertha Higuera 
Mercedes Olivos 

Fred esbinda Herrera 
Edelmira :Blanco 
MA.ruja Parada 

1/14/50 
3/5/50 
4/22/50 
5/21/;o 
6/21/50 
7/30/50 
8/13/50 

Respectfully submitted, 

../,£..-L~ 



Ea JYCisi6n 6vangelica Euferana en Colombia 
Jhe Oo!ombia 6vange/ical Euteran JYlission of South dlmerica 

--H----

0 sing unto the Lard a new SOJl8, ~cr He hath done 1181'Tell'OUS tlliDgs. Ps. 98:18 

Indeed we ~ind and see occasion ~or doing wllat tlloee words ot tlliB Psa.lJI tell us. 
Far the Lord truly hath done marTellous things nereot we are gle.d. Bat when we 
are to give a report - give account or Cllll"selves we ~eel t1lat it is so exceediD~Jly 
little that we llave accompl1Blled 8DI! done that we llesitate to refer to it. & least 
that 1B the Wfl1 I ~eel and also t1len nen there ts so little result viSible. 

But I shall try to give account ~or _.,elf. A sllort t11118 after we returned to 
Colombia I was «iven an assig.mJBnt to iJrfestigate tnto t1le Etter of Barrio work. 
I do do not ~eel that I can justly BIJT which Barto or Barrios woulld be the .- or 
ones 11l which to detihitel.y plan to take up work as I thiDlJ that the de~ilite 
etfarts to do sometlli.Dg in some places would reveal tlaat better and clearer thsh 
what I have been able to do. 

I have tried to get an idea or the City ot Bogot' as to 1fhat 1B bet.Dg done or w:or~ 
that 1s as to wllere other missiODS Jllig}lt be warktDg. R aJ98ars that tlle part where 
no one 1s working is 1n the barrios to tlle soutll eat. TJLese sectioas ap'P8ar 
however like rather small country tOirDS or vUJ.agea. And perllaJlB t1lat 1B 1f1ly t)ley 
have been left. Tllere are poss ibllit tes but as I say tlle results would best lMt 
seen When de~tnite attempts would be made to loeate and work 1t de~J.aitely. 

fJS I mntioned. to tlle Ex. Com. sOE tim a«o I 8ll ot tlle iJipresston tllet the banta 
o~ Ricaurte and Pepita and that section ot tae City walld otter pcss1bU1ttes. I 
hne been hapw to see the signs in tllat way tram the coutacts whicll the girls llave 
made OYer there. (The girls, Iii is Heerde and J!tss T orkelsca.) • Tllere 1B one mission 
or now 1S appears as perllaptl the one in cllar&e 1S lett ai.Biast as ,an i.D!i'ridual witl! 
it, working in Ricaurte. He expressed lltmselt lleartUy in ~avar or tllat we also wark 
tllere 1f we so decide. He did Sfl1 tllat IIIBI'1Y ar their people were moTi.Dg ttllfl1 ~om 
tl!at area due to the high rents. 

I have ~elt a bit limited in thiS researcll also due to our shortage ot workers. 
Seeing that there are apparent poseilQa\Ullr~Bsclo somtlliDI in otller parts of our 
Field we wUl not luJVe staff to place in tie :a8rrioa, at present. Bat 1f the 
students ~om Old7 Bible Institute can make viSits perha}lS little by little SOIIIIS
th~ can be accompltsl!ed. 

Besides trying to look into the matter at Barrio work, I have made viSits to Tunja 1J 
to llelp along with Sundfl1 services. I ha"fe gODS out there soe 12-13 t1.mlts duri~ 
tllese last months or the year. At'Ur tlle clost.Dg at tlle school year or the Bible 
Institute tlle last 8unday al October, Olson alternated With me, thuS going out evety 
other Slniday eacll. or us until the middle ot Deceaber. I was out tkere ~cr tlle Cllria 
mas am New Years services also. 

011 the Stmdfl1S that I have been in Bogot4 I have made it a point to go to viSit tile 
men no ere in prison at the two, La l!odelo aDi La Picots. There are many no have 
been brougltt there tbrough these t tms ot persecution, SOIB at Whoa ere known to 118 
ani a~ them are several cllrist1ans. Yes here is persecution 1n Colombia. It is 
not mch one can do in visiting the pr1Bons, but I h8Y8 ll.ad ~ good opportunities 
to testify to JII8Jl3' ani have had the joy to see that· the cbrtstieDS have been 
strengthened am that tllere llave been those who tllrough tllose experiences have come 
\etinite decisions tar Christ wanting to live tar the Lord and to consecrate tllem 
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selves to Him. In the :Modele it llas been possible to take along a f'ew tractJs am 
gospel porttona and New Test8D8Dts to ~ive out to blessiD«, but not so in tlle 
Picots as tllere it 1S so definitely f'crbidden aDd llindered. Hant?er, I llave beea 
able to get in tlletlt to see liiUJ.1 8JJ4 talk personally with them. I consid~ it better 
thus 'to get in to see them witlaout gettf.Dg to beiDg a siJI8].e tract alOD« tllan to 
try to take some with 8J1d haTe tllem contt.scated 8D4 on top at it not be able to 
get in. J4a:r God bless wllateTer He can or tllese efforts also! 

I have made it a point to write as otten as passtble to the cllrtsti&D& 1n t1le 
various areas. eapectall.7 to those at tlle Plat.Da. D; llas bee1l encoar&giJ~« to see 
how tlle,- have appreciated lleariDg and rece1Till8 11198S~s trom tlle Word ot God STell 
tkat way. Tl1ey" haw manifested tJt.at these little ESS&«BS haTe beell a bleat~~« 81lfl 
llelp to tllea. 

Ear som tim I 1J.aTe upOB Qu8Jlr114's request conducted aDd lead a Bible study aad 
prayer meetiDg at the bakezT ot Mrs. Felipes, oae ot tlle c!lristians llere in ~et. 
on Tlmrsday e-ren1B88. This has been especially tar 1ler helpers or emnloyees. A1ld 
unt 11 prayer met 1D88 were beguh at Q.uaDrucl' a wJaere cur chapel ts we had pra,er 
meet iD8S in our llouse on WedJleda.v neniJI88. 

I feel like saytn« as stat.ed in Luke 1'1:10, I 811 an UD.'Protttable seryant;, bat I 
f'eel I cannot completely say the rest ot the verse: I haYe doae that which was IIV 
duty to do. ~ the Lord bless all that He can bless and tor~i'Ye and onr-nle 
ali tlle rest. 

Respectf'ully submitted, 

Jjf) 
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Bogota ~tation Report ,I95I 

We look back with gratitud to God for what He has done·1n Bogota the 

past year.To the ones who have cooperated in the Station work I give my heart

felt thanks. 

The '8ogot& Station Staff has consisted of 'alborg Torkelson as pa!'ish 

worker,who has d1eecte4 the Sunday-school work in Santander,TunJuelito,and 

La Feptta,the aaily Vacation Bible School held in four places,Tunjuelito,T 

Tuesquillo,Santander,and ~a Fepita. 

Proceso !-lora has done ftf.l.l time wor·k doing visitation and contact "'ork. 

Xany of the contacts have been with people that have come in from Boyaca,the 

stations we have had to leave for the time being.Procee' has also taught Sunda. 

school in the Darrios,SantanderiLa Pepita.He has given weekly Sible Studies in 

the Felipes home .He has visited in two small towns t1ear 4Jogota,namely Une and 

Usne,visit1ng families fr()~ the llocuy Gection.Ha. has brought 1n encouraging 

e reports from time to time.However it has been difficult to get the people to 
a 
attend the services in the chapel.He has also been able to sell some Scripture, 

Gerha.rc Ostrem has helped in giving some of the Bible Studies in santa 

der,La Pepita And bhe FelipeJtLhome. Harold Olson has also helped out. 

Several of the Bible Institute students have taught Sunday-school 

classes,spec1al children's classes,and D.V.B.s. 

Mercedes Santos ,a gible Institute student has done full time work sin 

the closing of the Inst.year,doing visitation,teaching two groups during D.V.B 

At the present time she is teaching three children's classes a week,one in 

each of the following places+-Tunjuelito.santander,and in the chapel,the later 

with a graop of children some of whom are hearing the Gospel for the first tim 

In all Bible Studies are held each week in fou~ places,one weekly pray 

lll6et1ng in the chapel, w:::ekly children's classes in th:'ee place a .I~uth meetings 

e c..x'e held smeimonthly in the chapel on Sunday aftol'noor.&eBunday m')t.1.1.ng worshiP 
' •• ::2. ·. 



with an adult Bible class and two children's classes ,in the chapel.Sunday-tc 

4lt schools in the Barrios Santander and La fepita every Sunday. Two Women's 

Bible Study groups have mat semimonthly \tith Val borg Torkelson and H.rs .Olger 

Quanrud in charge. 

pastor. 

Visitation wonk has been done also b) the parish worker and the ~ 

Ministerial Acts: -

Confirmation-8 confirmands 

Commu:1ion-about 240 partaktng 
(first Sunday of the month) 

Baptisma- 4 

1•iarr1ages -I 

May God bless the Word sown and cause it to bear fruit in the hearts , __ 

and lives of the many who have heard ,both JOUng and old. 



.. Si creyeres ver<i"' 

l11 Jlloria de Dio:-;• 

J1111n 11:40 

Estimate Oost of Const~tion 
OtroROB 

Preliminar,r expensees 
first draft 
Plan of the lot 
Arquitect · 
Municipal tax 
Mtee. 

Ground· works 
General expenses (labor 
of demoli ti.on) 

Excavation 

PoW1dations1 
BxcaYations (200 X,) at ,.oo 
Cement 200 X, at 66.00 ,o rolla attalt paper at ~· 
-' barrellu of asfalt paint 
120 Jtg. •Aquaatop1 at 80.20 

Labor · 

Brick walls ( 1, 072 M2 at.401¢¢) 
Double baked brick, 12,000 
Common brick 80,000 
Pressed brick 80,000 
170 le aand (stone) at. 5•00 
26 ton cement. at n .oo 
Labor 

Inner walls ( 262 M2 at .25) 
27,000 common brick at 62. 
Sand aixture 27 Je at 5•00 
4 ton eement at n .oo 
Labor 

Plaster -1600 M2 
4o M' sam at 5.00 
6 ton cement at n.oo 
Labor 

Baint.es 
2, 000 M2 at 2.50 

with materials 

Water draiut 
4o lineal •• a• cement tube 
20 • • 6• It • 

20 " • 4• black " 
Labor 
6 toilets at 120.00 

-- 8 hDllWID at 80.00 
w.ah bowls 

Installation 

6oo.oo 
1,700.00 
6,000.00 
1,100.00 
1,625.43 

992-80 
2,846.20 

6oo.oo 
1,,6oo.oo 

750.00 
,oo.oo 
480.00 
200.00 

840.00 
4,960.00 
6,800.00 

a,o.oo 
2,002.00 
4,000.00 

1,674.00 
1,5.00 
,oa.oo 

1,000.00 

200.00 
462.00 

1,6oo.oo 

5,000.00 

;60.00 
1,;.oo 
200.00 
200.00 
720.00 

6140.00 
1,120.00 

i:?5 2. 
' [ 

Duii<>m<>, Boyaci. 

Colombia 
Olicina lk/ Dil'fflor 

,,117.00 

2,262.00 

5,000.00 



Eetimat.ed. coat. of ohuch 1}2 

Basement: \\Ym\\u\) - Q~\\\\\~ Q\u\\\?.!1:~ 
Sub-floor - '6 K } cement. ~n 2,.088.00 

..,.,..,._ot\ ·6'M"ul1 ,0 rolls aeJ::a.lt, ~apor at. -i\"oo 750.00 
.,·,amo\o") lit barrels i.Wi\'e'U M 'n(\tl'\;(u:l \\'J~\\~nM'3 Zfl'ii'A~'<I). 

,_,,\"¥1'\\(\ h\. .... -, .. ;\() / ,.,.,..., 

-- ~~0~ floori~tW~~fub· :~~\h,lt\~\ ~~:~ 

~rf.OO 

80 M2 tile at 10.00 800.00 

Cement construction: 
Bases of columns 
Columns 
Bearae 
I'loor of ch. 
Stairway 
Laterl'll floors 

Steel - 12 ton at 650.00 
Labor 

Flooring of chapel 4oo M2 at 17.00 

Small beams- ceiling 
1500 phcee of wood 
400 # wire I 18 
400 I nails 
Le.bor 500 M2 at 3.00 

Roofs 
12 big beams at 700.00 
160 stringers at 5.00 
Strips for tile 
12-000 tile at 150.00 
420 M2 roofing board at 8.00 
420 ~Q aefalt paper 
l barrel asf'alt 
Ruleina 25 gels et ;.50 
Labor 

Eave troughea 
6o Uneel m. 
4o Lineal m.. 4• black tubing 

Doors and windows: 
41 common windows at ,o.oo 
12 specials at 40.00 
1 Insolux 12 1112 at 14.eo 
'5 doors, .arious sizee 

Ohoir railing 

Miscelaneoust 
Entrance and steps 
Railing 

7,500.00 
160.00 
100.00 

1,500.00 

B,ltoo.OO 
ooo.oo 
20().00 

1,800.00 
,.,6o.oo 

500·00 
100.00 
62.5(> 

200.00 

720.00 
400.00 

l,,ao.oo 
,,200.00 

150.00 
4,200.00 

200.00 

,,ooo.oo 
;oo.oo 

1,.200.00 
,,ooo.oo 

7--' 

J>.\n~·~ t.')'\"Jif.."'"J \G" 

•w\(\ .,\, r.hol"i ,..\ 

10,.500.00 

7.80o.oo 
1,.500.00 

6.aoo.oo 

9,260.00 

1,120.00 

8,9,0.00 

200.00 

~~ ct...w") 4 Kitchen stove and cabinets 
Electric installations 
Water installations 1, 000.00 _.&~--=...,.l~O,&.o7Q~O~·~OO~ 

142.570·'' 
10 %fee 14,257·09 

157.158.92 



Ee~~~cr!~~~~~o~~~ 
' a 'f\ n\ '~ li>36~ut..l ,6(1\t.h\l\..1 : • 

•• a~ - 90 squaren~t8'·tt~ r.t~tnr.\uc:l M\\\~stnq3 ni.e.,.\a:a\, 
.,~,,·.,.,~;(\ \~\) .......... \0 - .• , ~· 

= Excavation - 15 ~ 8."'-~·· :():M\h'l~\~'l' ~ - - -

Drains, . . 
50 lineal meters - 6 in. tubes at 4.00 a. 200.00 
!50 • u .. 4 in. • ttt 2.15 •• ·. 
20 

1 1 
- ~ in. • at 1.50 •· 

64.50 
,o.oo 
~.00 
,o.oo 
20.00 
20.00 

6 • • - } 1n (1roil) at 6.00 ._. 
Iron accessories 
Oement tube accesaoriea 
Oeaent, san4 
Labor 
20 ~ excavation 

Foundations 
20 ·Je ~ound at ion (stone) 
Oement and aa.nd 
Labor 

Brick wallss 
180 lt2 at .25 
l&l M2 at •1!5 
Oement and sand 
·Labor 

Firet Ploort 
55 M2 flooring with beams 
Labor and nails 
4o K2 tile (kitchen, halle) at 6.00 
Labor 
Oem.ent, sand, crushed rock 

Upper tloor1 
70 M2 flooring and beams 
Labor and nails 
10 M2 reinforced concrete at .15 

Oeillngt 
Upper and lower tloore 

Roofs 
6 beau .20 x •05 x 6 •· at 7 .oo 

12 beame .20 X•05 x 5 •• at 6.00 
110 M2 roofing (c8ment) 

Iron wind ow frames a 
45 M2 at 22.00 m. 
4o m. g1ase 

Doors a 
12 various s1zee 

Plaster, 
400M2 

Paints and shellac 
6ooM2 

100.00 
lo.oo 

286.00 
262.00 
100.00 

1.520.00 
24o.oo 
,oo.oo 
660.00 

66o.oo 
6o.oo 

260.00 
a>.oo 

220.00 

840.00 
15·00 

150.00 
I 

99().00 
4oo.oo 

720.00 

aoo.oo 

1,200.00 

~-~·,~·.. ~.,-\'¥(."'"0 \( .. .. 

.... ,.,;n ~h .,,,,.\~ ,..\ 

~,\\ \\.U\. 
1!50.00 = 

648.00 

Zi720.00 

1,260.00 

774.00 

l,~o.oo 

720.00 

800.00 

"j 

1.200.00 ••• <"'o(. 



Stainaya 

Water qetea 

Hall and patio. 
20M2 tile 
Accessories 

Downsiaira bath 

Maid 18 bath 

Water tank 

Electric Ins'ta$llat1on 

Locke and iron work 

Door heads and beams {cement) 

Chimney e 
Eave troughs 

Licenses. etc. 

Social secw-:l.ty 

Miscelanooua 

10% fee 

500·00 

,oo.oo 

lfOo.oo 
4oo.oo 

250·00 

25().00 

100.00 

6oo.oo 

,oo.oo 

500-00 

100.00 

36Q.oo 

200.00 

2.~-00 

~-22 

... 6'\~'4 t:~)'\")'f._~'.) •\( .... 

•m\(\ .,\, t)\•'nl.'4 r.i 

500·00 

,oo.oo 

ooo.oo 

250·00 

250·00 

100.00 

600.00 

,oo.oo 

~.00 

100.00 

~.00 

200.00 



Building Committee Report 
Dec. ,1. 1~ 

When we think over the past year we cannot help but say with the 
Psalmist -•Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it1 , tor we have experienced that Be has helped build in a way 
that we had not dreamed ott at the beg1nninc of the year. 

'l'hinge began to move in the building program when we obtained 
poasession ot the propetty by a deed from. the judge who represented 
the lllinor heir on the 5th of March. Then began the long process of 
red tape to obtain the permit to builcl.. B.U. after months of much 
going downtown to Dr. Langebecks office ana of' prayer the permit 
was eo near coming through that we felt w aught to dedicate the 
ground to its dtvine purpose. 

On Sept. 15 a ~11 but happy group aet at the lot and there 
vi th Colombians and. missionaries reading and taking part in prayer 
Rev. Morek solemnly dedicated the eoil in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of' the Holy Spirit to be used tor the erection 
of' our House of' God 1n Bogota. 

Excavations were begun with steam ehovel 1n October and eince 
we had to move the church back more apace than we had ortginally 
planned tor, and since it would be a savina of' money to have the 
demolition of' the old house done at the .... time as the excavation 
we proceeded vi th that even though the original plans called for 
improving the house. 

On Nov. 7th the first concrete for the foundation of' the 
church on the north aide was poured and the church began to take 
form as the bricks were laid on it. Rowewr, winter's rains set 
in and also madethe work of further excavation and cement pouing 
difficult. But we had special reason for rejoicing when on Thanksgiving 
DaY we could see the last •e ja placed on the roof of the house. That 
always calls for a celebration in the building customs of Colombia. 
But in place of the customary beer, after prayer by Pastor Quanrud 
thanking God for what had been done and s~g the blessing of the 
Lord .on that yet undone, we partook with the workers, Dr. Langebeck, 
and Dr· Moreno of the cake and coffee that. the missionaries' wives 
had eo graciously prepared. 

Good. weather hu made possible more rapid progress in the bh1141ng 
so now at the end of' the year the house is hing plastered upstairs, 
window frames have gone in, the basement walls, except the tront, 
are up to the first floDr, the columns tor ihe basement are in and 
the frames are being made for the laying of' the church floor. 

But with the extra cost of making the basement fOundation 
strong enough in that ground amounting to 2>,000.00 pesos and with 
building coste rising all the time we find 'that we will be short 
with the $44,000.00 which the Board has allowd for the church. 
The house will be built within the 25,000.00 1 ast estimate. There 
are about ,7,000.00 pesos on hand for building after the tranefer 
of 2,,000.00 pesos from the property fund, besides that of the 1,000.00 
dollars in the Inst. fund, and l6oo.oo pesoa in the Inet. special fund, 
and 9810.,, pesos in the property fund, kep\ before in the dollar account. 
It will be necessary then for this Conference to request the Board f'or 
additional funds eo that the church can be finished as much as possible 
this year. 

Our thanks go to all who have with interest, advice and prayer helped 
the colllllittee in this task. Now we look fo:rward with eagerness to the 
dedication and IJhe contribution that this church viU .Jil8ke to the puilding 
of His kingdom in Colombia. ~ "f.. ~ 
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INDIVIDUAL REPORT - If' 5 ?-

JAWARY 12, 1953 BY BELVA NERLIEN 

'I... For me 1952 began in the United States ·~here I was just beginning my 
·· t.hird~ month o£ furlough. The year brought something more than 150 oppor
tunities to present mission work to our people at home. I counted this ae 
a groat privilege and responsibility. Through the contacts with pr~ying 
Christians as well as through an opportunity to witness of my joy in e~rving 
t.he Lord to some who had lost theie ZE!a.l or had never seen the Savior through 
the eyes of faith and love, I received deep and lasting blessing from the 
Giver of every good and perfeot gift. 

Outstanding e~erienoes were Bible Caop weeks and daya npont in con
ferences at our church colleges. I au g~nteful to the L.D.R. for a week 
at Mount Cannel and to the Mission Board of the ElL.O. for the days at the 
Missioaary Retreat (ita nature would rahher suggest its being called an 
Advance) at Luther College. Then there \·los t 11e thrill of ny first general 
church coLv~ntion~ W.M.F. and L.D.R. conventions. 

However, it wae with joy and deeo inner peace and assurance that I planned 
for my return to ColambJa, a land that Jod has called upon His Ohuroh to pos
sess. I thank Him for breaking down every barrier, for makig smooth the 
way f'or tny return--in every sense of the word. "If Thou, Lord, ehouldst mark 
iniquities, 0 Lord, who sh. all stand? But there is ff···rgiveness wi~h thee, that 
Thou mayest be feared. I wait for the Lord, my soulqdoth wait, and in Hie 
Word do I hope." (Psalm 1:3013-5.) 

• v 

1~'hile it \vas ccpraesi.ng to be re-slerted to tbe little value pboed 
upon human life, to the relative la.ck of liuerty experienced by great maeoea 
of Colombian people end to the deplol~able physical and spiri tue.l conditions 
unde:o ~1h~oh the majority of than live, it ?.•as encot.:raging indeed t,o aee a 
ohuroh building and pareonage caning up 1 ·;;Gtter at.tenda.noe et 3~r~ioe.s in . " ~J' Tl.c pw-css 
our temporary cb.apel, souls born again of the Spiri~c.uJrt~~""ap~+ .. egd~,~"·s 0 

' 

Institute hO!'le ne'I'I-to-ua, and to hear of the thingo\t.he Lord ?-.ss done in the 
student body during the past year, as well as in our work ir. ... unjs and 1-iedell!n. 

! was happy to be put tight to work at orga~nizing nateriala for the 
Vacation Bible Schools, one of' which ·~~s held in Teussguillo v:!th a .. -1"1 attendance 
of 23, on~ at Tunj~lito with 13 end one et Santander {where I teu~t the older 
class) 11it.h en attendance of 30. At the lstter ple.ce half of the children 
had not, to our kr~wledge, ever heard the Gospel before. We hnd 54 children 
in attendance the day of our Christmas plfcgrem end their participat.ion in the 
same served as the climE~.x of our Vacation 8ible Schools. The primary Sunday 
School class in Santander has fallen to my lot einoe the Institute student in 
charge previously left town. The atteedence ranges from four to ten youngsters. 

!~y visitation program r...as been ver.{ limited, numbering only about twenty, 
since a great deal of my time r~s also been devoted to duties at the Institute 
buildir.g Xhere vtorklmn have been busy \'lith repairs ar.d im.provanents er.d 
tlhere we have ~ore recently been gettir.g ready for the 1953 conference. It 
hts been a privilege also ~o participate in the regularly scheduled services 
of our About-to-be -organized Bogota congregetion and in the neetings ofl'its 
women's and young people 1 s organizations. 

I am very consc&ous that my 1adv~rseiy the d~ril, ee s roaring lion, 
•-:alketh about, seeking \\'hom he may devour ••• nbut fhanks be to Sod which 
givoth {~"re) the victory through (MY) Lord-Jesus Christ". I !'lust be 11 alweys 
abol).nding in ue worl~ of the Lord 11 , for l 11kno1-1 tha+.. O·IT) labor is not in VAin 

in the Lord 11 • 
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BOGOTA SDTmlf RER>RT• 1952 

Eph.5120,"Giving thanks always 'tor all things 1n the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.•• 

Looking back over the past year,we give thanks to God for what He bas 
done,also for the forgiveness that He has given for the maD7 failures and 
mistakes that have been committed. 

In mentioning the various missionaries who have helped out in some way 
or othe~ we would have to mention all or them by name which we shall pass 
by at this time. 

The ~;t•pita Center was given up when Elizabeth Hee~aand Valborg 
Torkelson moved to TunJa to take up the work there shortlyafter the first 
of the year. 

The Santander Center bas been kept open all year,Sunday-schoolhas been 
conducted there every Sunday morning with a '!air attendance.Bible study 
has been comducted ever,y Thursday evening .A Ladies group has met every 
other Friday afternoon with Bible study,laielJ conducted by the lady in 
whose home we have met,namely Mrs.Manuel P&riz~iss Leticia Corzo leading 
the meetings.Visitation has been done.A Daily Vacation Bible School was 
conduct·ed there with a good attendance. 

The TunJuelito Center had to be closed a few months ago on account of 
molesting by the neighbors.we were thankful however that a n.v.B.S.could 
be conducted there again this year and that it seems possible we can con
tinue with the Saturday afternoon class as before.Leticia Corzo is having 
this class now also one in a Barrio close by,namely Banta Lucia.The a))en~ 
dance at these two places &B small but it reaches children who have little 
opportunity,if &nJ ,to attend Sund~school in our other centers. 

We are thankful too for the help of several of the Bible Institute 
students during the past year,they as well as others have taught Sunday -
school which has been carried on with 6 classes at two centers,namely 
Santander and Tuesaquillo,(at the chapel) children's classes 1n TunJuelito 
on Saturday afternoons. 

The avtivities at the chapel in the Pastor's residence in Tue-saquillo 
have been as follows:-sunday-school and Adult Bible class every Sunday 
morning followed by the Morning Worsh1p.A mid-week Bible Study hour and 
prayer meeting.A youth group has met semi-monthly on Sunday afternoons. 
with a good attendance which is also true of the other activities,all but 
the women's group,it has had a poor attendance as a rtle.This group bas met 
semi-monJhly at the Pastor's bome,Mrs.Quanrudhas given most of the Bible 
Studues here with theBexception of a few by Leticia Corzo,and a few 
illustrated talks by elva Nerlien. 

Proceso Mora,a native Evangelist,was employed for 9 mont•s doing visitation 
work and teaching a Sunday-school class 1n Barrio Santander until he was 
placed in the construction work at the lot where the church is now under 
construction,he serves as watchman. 

One of the highlights in the work the pastlear was the beginning of the 

I building of the parsonage and cburc@ in BoSPt ,a lot was secured 1n the 
early part of the yaar and building operations were begun about October Ist. 

. after much prelimanary work as to plans and permits which there seems to -e 
l no end to in this country. 

Atr present the parsonage is well on the way and also the basement of the 
cburch,which we plan to occuP.Y in a few months. 



Another high-light 1n the work was the Daily Vacation Bible Schools held 
1n three places,Barrios Santander,TunJuelito,and Tuesaquil~o.Two weeks 1n 
each Place with Miss Belva Nerlien in charge (Miss Nerlien has worked in ta 
the Bogpt'a sa.tion since her return trom furlough),she was assisted by 
Miss Leticia Oorzo,teacher 1n the Bible Institute the past year,Miss Amira 
Jim&nez,and •iss Hilma Bello,both graduates of the Bible Institute. In att
endance were over 60 chUdren m&IQ" of whom beard the Gospel mr the first 
time,this group and a few from the Tuesaqu1llo Sunday-school presented the 
Christmas program in our chapel which was fUled to overflowing. 

Last but not least must be mentioned the primamy school held 1n the 
Pastor's home from August Ist. to the middl.e of November,;t,hree days a week 
with a regristation of I4 pup1ls.This school vas taught by Miss Hilma Bellee 
In this school were children trom homes of believers and sympathizers. 

Besides the regular services,sunday-scbool classes and mid-week Bible 
Stu~ groups, the pastor bad the pri velege of instructing and confirming a 

class of 5 youths,) of whom came to faith 1n Christ thruogh their study 
of the Word of God at the Institute and confirmation inetruetion.The pastor 
&ito officiated at four baptisms,one an adult,tvo fUnerals.Communion was 
held the first sunday of each month at which 330 communicants partook of 
the Sacrament.Tbere were private communions also where 5 partook of the 
Sacrament. 

Again with Thanks to God for all His Blessings, 
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C!C ulto be 119ebicaci6n 
Septiembre 27 de 1953 

"El Senor esta en su santo templo." Hab. 2:20 

IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTE.RANA DEL REDENTOR 

Bogota, Colombia 
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PRELUDIO 

HIMNO DE APERTURA -

1. jSanto! jSanto! jSanto! Senor omnipotente, 
siempre el labia mio loores te dara. 
jSanto! jSanto! jSanto! te adore reverente, 
Dios en tres personas, bendita Trinidad. 

2. jSanto! jSantol jSanto! en nurneroso cora 
santos escogldos te adoran sin cesar, 
de alegda llanos y sus coronas de oro 
rlnden ante el trona y el cristalino mar. 

3. jSantol jSanto! jSanto! Ia lnmensa muchedumbre 
de angeles que cumplen tu santa voluntad. 
Ante Ti se postra banada de tu Jurnbre, 
ante Ti, que has sido, que eres y seras. 

INVOCACION- Pastor de la Iglesia: 

Todopoderoso y eterno Dios, que por tu Hijo, Ia Piedra 
principal del angulo, juntas a todos los creyentes y edifi
cas para ti mismo una casa espiritual, haz que tu favor 
quede sobre esta Casa, que hemos edificado para tu gloria, 
para que ella sea una memoria a tu Nombre, una morada 
para tu honra y una Casa de oracion para tu pueblo. Acep
tala, oh Sefior, como la tuya propia y visitala con tu santa 
Presencia, a fin de que nuestra entrada y salida sean ben
decidas desde ahora y para siempre; mediante Jesucristo 
nuestro Sefior y Salvador. Amen. 

HIMIM~I'"r0"="--

I. Imploramos tu presencia 
Santo Espiritu de Dios: 
Vivifique tu influencia 
nuestra debil fe y amor. 

2. Da a las mentes luz divina, 
y tu gracia al coraz6n; 
nuestro pecho a Dios inclina 
en sincera adoraci6n. 

3. Que del Dios bandito tenga 
nuestro culto aceplacl6n, 
y sabre nosotros venga 
en raudales bendici6n. 
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LA CONFESION DE PECADOS- El pastor.dira: 

Amados en el Sefior: Acerquemonos con coraz6n recto 
y confesemos nuestros pecados a Dios nuestro Padre, su
plicandole en el nombre de nuestro Sefior J esucristo, que 
nos conceda el perdon. 

La congregaci6n se pondra de pie, y el pastor dira: 

Dio·s Todopoderoso, Creador y Redentor nuestro, confe
samos que somos por naturaleza pecadores e impuros y 
que hemos pecado contra Ti en pensamientos, palabras y 
obras. Por tanto, nos acogemos a tu infinita misericordia, 
buscando e implorando tu gracia, por nuestro Sefior Je
sucristo . . Amen . 

EL KIRIE _.:_ La congrcgaci6n cantara: 

Senor, ten piedad de nosotros. 
Cristo, ten piedad de nosotros. 
Senor, ten pledad de nosotros. 

LA ABSOLUCION- El past01· dira: 

Dios Todopoderoso, nuestro Padre celestial, ha tenido 
misericordia de nosotros y nos ha dado a su unico Hijo 
para morir por nosotros, y por su causa nos perdona todos 
nuestros pecados. A los que creen en El les hace hijos de 
Dios y les concede su Espiritu Santo. El que c.reyere y 
fuere bautizado sed. salvo. Concedenos esto, oh Sefior, a 
todos nosotros. 

La congregaci6n cantara: 

Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI- La congregaci6n cantara: 

Gloria sea a! Padre, al Hijo y al Santo Espiritu; 
como era en el principia, es hoy, y habra de ser, 
eternamente . Amen. 

LA COLECTA 

LA EPISTOLA 

' 
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EL CREDO APOSTOLICO -

La congregaci6n dira con el pastor: 

Creo en Dios Padre Todopoderoso, Creador del cielo y de 
la tierra. 

Y en Jesucristo, su unico Hijo, nuestro Sefior, que fuc 
concebido por el Espiritu Santo, naci6 de la Virgen Maria; 
padeci6 bajo el poder de Poncio Pilato, fue crucificado, 
muerto y sepultado ; descendi6 a los infiernos ; al tercer 
dia resucit6 de entre los muertos; subi6 a los cielos, y esta 
sentado a la diestra de Dios Padre Todopoderoso; y desde 
alii ba de venir a juzgar a los vivos y a los muertos. 

Creo en el Espiritu Santo; la Santa Iglesia Universal, 
la comuni6n de los santos ; el perd6n de los pecados ; la re
surrecci6n de Ia carne y la vida perdurable. Amen . 

HIMNO-
I . Un solo fundamento 

y s61o un Fundador 
Ia santa Iglesia tiene 
en Cristo, su Senor. 
Haciendola su esposa, 
del cielo descendio, 
y por su propia sangre 
su llbertad com pro. 

:l. Aunque es de muchas razas, 
disfruta de unidad: 
solo una fe confiesa 
en santa caridad; 
es uno su Bautismo, 
un Pan de santidad; 
por gracia siempre espera 
una felicidad. 

3 . E1 mundo la contempla 
pasmado y con desden: 
de cismas desgarrada. 
de error y por vaiven. 

ANUNCIOS Y BIENVENIDA 

Mas santo& de vfgilla 
no cesan en su orar, 
y pronto por la neche 
oiran gozo y cantar. 

4. Cercada de tumultos, 
de guerra y confusion. 
la paz etema espera, 
serena en su vision; 
a! fin, ya victoriosa. 

Ia Iglesia terrenal 
reclbe por por su premia 
descanso celestial. 

5. Mas ella aqui disfruta 
celeste comunion 
con Dios y con los santos 
en paz y perleccion. 
Jesus, Cabeza nuestra. 
concedenos Iugar 
con los que habitan siempre 
en tu celeste hagar. 

LA OFRENDA - La congregaci6n cantara: 

e 

Acepta hoy. Senor. 
Ia ofrenda de tu grey: 
con ella muestra el corazon 
su gratltud y fe. 
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HIMNO POR EL CORO 

LA DEDICACION- El pastor oficiante dira: 

Amados en el Sefior: Habiendonos reunido con el fin de 
consagrar este templo, oigamos la Palabra del Senor res
pecto a su Iglesia: 
a) I Reyes 8:22-30 b) Salmo 84 c) Hebreos 10:19-25 

d) Salmo 122 e) Efesios 2:17-22 

Luego el pastor ofiC'iante dirci.: 
Muy amados: Puesto que todas las cosas son consagra

das por la Palabra de Dios y la oraci6n, elevemos nuestras 
suplicas a Dios en nombre de Jesucristo. 

lA congregaci6n se pond.ra de pie. 

Oh Sefior, Todopoderoso Dios, a quien los cielos no pue
den contener, mas cuya voluntad es tener en la tierra una 
Casa, en donde habita tu honra, y en donde los liombres 
puedan siempre invocarte; dignate santificar y bendecir 
con tu Visitaci6n y Presencia esta Casa, que con devoci6n 
consagramos a la honra de tu N ombre. 

Cuando aqui Te roguemos e imploremos tu misericordia. 
atiende nuestras suplicas. 

Cuando tus siervos aqui prediquen tu Palabra y adminis
tren tus Sacramentos, dales la plenitud de tu Espiritu. 

Concede que tu pueblo, el sacerdocio espiritual, aqui te 
ofrezca los sacrificios de alabanzas y de acciones de gracias. 

Concede que aqui los pecadores sean sueltos de sus lazos 
y que los creyentes que hayan caido sean rescatados y 
restaurados . 

Sana y quita aqui por la gracia de tu Espiritu Santo 
c.ualesquiera enfermedades, penas o faltas que se pongan 
delante de Ti, para que todos los que Te invoquen en verdad 
en este lugar hallen respuesta a sus ruegos y gozosamente 
ala ben tu misericordia. 

Sobre todo, concede que aqui la pura verdad de tu santa 
Palabra y el recto uso de tus santos Sacramentos sean 
mantenidos, para que tu pueblo no sea llevado a ningun 
error ni se desvie a falsa doctrina, sino que sea guardado 
en tu Nombre, santificado con tu verdad y conservado 
para la vida eterna; mediante Jesucristo nuestro Senor, 
que vive y reina contigo y con el Espiritu Santo, siempre 
un solo Dios, por los siglos de los siglos. Amen. 

e 
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Y ahora declaro este edificio con todos sus enseres con

sagrado y apartado para la gloria de Dios y la edificaci6n 
de su Iglesia· en la fe que es en Jesucristo; en el nombre 
del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu Santo. 

La congregaci6n cantara: 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

El pastor- oficiante dire£: 

Paz sea a esta Casa y a todos los que entran en ella. Amen. 

HIMNO-

Firme en la Roca eterna y fie! 
trlunfa Ia Iglesia de Cristo. 
Caigan en ruinaa tones mil. 
tonos sole~es alln llaman; 
Uaman a todos con fervor, 
al fie!, al triste, al pec:ador; 
les brindan solaz etemo. 

Dios el Altisimo Senor 
no mora en templos terrestres; 
alto su templo celestial 
los pabellones trasciende; 
mas El quien cielo y mar fund6 
del polvo un templo se form6 
y entre los hombres habita. 

SALUDO Y EXHORTACION - Pastor Oficiante. 

HIMNO-

Somos de Dlos el templo ya Edificamos pues aqu1 
de piedras vi vas . fundad~ a su loor pabellones. 
do~de Ia grac:ia bautismal Mesa nos colma Dios alH; 
por fe nos hace sus hijos. congrega en paz su · rebafio, 
Do solo dos o Ires esten do su Palabra de virtud ·-u -

unanimes en el Amen obra sin tregua Ia salud, 
dlgnase estar con su gracia. y al Trino Dlos alabamos. 

Haz que a los pies de su Senor 
los pec:adores acuclan, 
y redimldos por su amor 
Ia vida etema reciban. 
"La paz os dejo, paz os doy, 
no como el mundo ofrece hoy; 
mi paz os dor: Amen, Amen." 

SERMON - El Rdo. Herminio Diaz B., Pastor de la Iglesia 
Evangelica Luterana del Divino Salvador, Catano, Puerto 
Rico. 
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HIMNO-

Herencia eterna nos sera 

de Cristo Ia Palabra, 

y predicarla sin cesar 

es nuestro gran !area. 

Amparo en e! vlvir; 
consuelo on ol morir; 
guardemos su verdad, 
por toda eternidad 
en fe y en vida, pura. 

ORACION-

La cong,regaci6n se pondra de pie y el pastor dira: 

Oh Senor y eterno Dios, de todo coraz6n Te alabamos 
porque nos has concedido edificarte esta casa y dedicarla a 
la gloria de tu Santo Nombre. Te damos gracias porque 
nos has ensenado lo que Tu quieres que creamos y haga
mos. Ayudanos, oh Dios, por tu Espiritu Santo, por amor de 
Jesucristo, a guardar en corazones puros tu Palabra, a fin 
de que seamos fortalecidos en la fe, perfeccionados en la 
santidad y confortados en la vida y en la muerte. 

La cong1·egaci6n dira con el pastor: 
Padre Nuestro, que eshis en los cielos, santificado sea 

tu Nombre; venga tu reino; hagase tu voluntad, asi en la 
tierra como en el cielo; el pan nuestro de cada dia dtmoslo 
hoy y perd6nanos nuestras deudas, asi como nosotros per
donamos a nuestros deudores; y no nos dejes caer en ten
taci6n; mas Hbranos del mal; porque tuyo es el rei no y el 
poder y la gloria, por todos los siglos. Amen. 

DOXOLOGIA - La congregaci6n cantara: 

A Dios e! Padre celestial, 
a! Hijo nuestro Redentor, 
y a! eternal Consolador, 
unidos todos ala bad. Amen . 

LA BENDICION - El pastor dira: 

El Senor te bendiga y te guarde. Haga el Senor resplan
decer su rostro sobre ti y tenga de ti compasi6n. Alee el 
Senor su rostro sobre ti y te conceda la paz. 

La congregaci6n cantara: 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 

(El culto terminara con oraci6n silenciosa.) 

POSTLUDIO 



LIVING STODS 
lf~3 

(Translation of dedicatory address giv.a by Pastor ~eld c. Morek 
in the "Church of the Redeemer", Bogo~ Colombia, September 27, 1953·) 

Dear brethren in Christ: '!'he jo;v which :tlocMla our hearts today has its antecedents 

of joy and sorrcw in the thrilling story of the Gospel in this country, and etpeciallY 

in Boyae'- and Casena.re. 

It is not many years since the good lead o:t the Word began to be sown in those 

parts. It fell into good ground vhere it took root and bore the precious fruit of 

souls brought to the Lord Jesus Christ. Schools were opened where the children learned · 

the Holy Scriptures,. our Christian ~s and the RCUlar · rm.bjects. Hutlible sanctuaries 

were built; chapels built of adobe and tamped earth, but sanctified by the presence of 

the Moat High and by the Word, the Sacraments a1'ld Prqer. Even now, reduced to ashes 

and debris they do not cease to testify of the :tatth which built them and of the love 

and truth that "Were preached in them; truth which liberates men and love vhich is able 

to pardon the authors of such saer1lig1ous destruetion because Christ Jesus has pardone1 

us. 

Yes, these ruins testify even in a literal sense: Defiantly, aboTe the debris, 

on a bit of wall still standing, JDa7 be seen the words of the Master: ''Ye shall know 

the Truth and the Truth shall make you free". "Yes•, said a Christian brother from 

l3o~, 11 they have destroyed our chapel but the,y can never destroy the Truth that we 

heard there. 

We cherish the mel'lk)ry of a scene which we Witnessed one Good Friday as the first 

rqa of the rising sun bathed the majestic Andean peaks of l3oyaea in warm light& A 

group of country folk clad in "ruanaa" ,1 th their black hats removed and heads bowed 

reverently in prayer as ve consecrated yohder rustic cemetery •••••• The ferfent voice 

ot a 1'0U11g Colombian preacher heralding the glories of the Gospel and the palter of 

the resurrection. Retaining such a memoey, it is easier to pray :for tthose who desecraUd 

• that holy place. 

More beautiful even than this church which lie dedicate today are those ruins of 

Colombian sanctuaries; :far Jlt)re beautiful is the apiri tUAl temple of which you are the 

stones. 



"Lt vtng 5tones'1 -2-

'rhis new church which has risen, so to spea.kf out of the ruins of the put, spea.lal 

eloquent]3' of the love and sacrifice of' ~r~Ua !~Jlknown bFethren .in CbrJ.atJ.~~ 
( ~ '"1 ~ ..W~'-1 'rr~") -~~ 7 pt;'l:t~' 

generosi ~ we deeply appreciate. It is a monument to those who have worked and s fered 

here for Christ and to those who have laid down their lives for the Gospel. It is a 

JDODUJDent before which 1t>U, my brethren, have bl'01J&ht the wreathes of your offerings, 10ur 

prayers, your loyalty and your love. 

More beaut1ful still, and 'f~ 10re sublime, 1s His church of liv1Dg atones, the 

m:>nument of Hie supreme sacrU'ice on Calv017, the -spiritual temple whose corner atone 

is Christ. 

11Come to Him, to that liv1~ s~ne, rejected by men but in God. •s sight chosen and 

precious, and like li v1ng stones be yourselves built into a ap1r1 tual house, to be a 

. holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" 

(I Pet. 2a4,5). 

Let us come and humb]3' kneel before the Savior who redeemed us from sin by His 

own blood. Let us 11ft our eyes in obedience and faith to the fields that are white 

unto harvest, where we shall reap, rejoicing, what we sowed with tears. Let us sing 

our grat~l praises to God who by Ria infinite grace and without any merit whatever 

on our part, has made us members of Ria BUy Church Universal, the eonmunion of saints. 

Bu11 t on the Rook the Church doth stand, 
Even when steeples are falling: 
Crumbled have spirea in eve17 land, 
Bells still lre chiming aal calling; 
Calling the )'Oung and old to rest, 
But above all the soUl distressed, 
Longing for rest everlasting. 

Amen. 



WE DEDICATE A CHURCH 

JUst three d~s before th~ dedication, the new church in :Bogota looked far from ready' 
for the big event; but everyone was working together in a might~ effort to see that 
it would be b~ SundE\V. Window glass, light bu.l bs and chancel furniture were put in nlace; 
last-minute painting brightP-ned the walls; and at last the scaffolding was taken down. 
Three sanders hUliiDed awa~ all FridtV night in order tc get the floor in shape for 
waxing the next d~. It was about five thirt~ Saturday- afternoon when several of the· 
pastors (including one of anothP.r church), bo~s from the Institute and others began 
carry-ing the pews Up from the basement. It was a heavy job, but the~ were a dauntless 
team and brought up the last, well after their usual supper hour, to the lusty singing 
of 110nward Christian Soldier~~:''· 

The new parsonage on the church lo1t was also the . scene of much activit~ those last 
pre-dedication d~s: missionaries were in special conference there for a da.~ and a half, 
workmen hustled in and out to telephone construction headquarters or consult members 
of the building ~ mmi ttee, and ladies of the congregation hovered at sewing machine 
and ironing board to get th~ twe~ty-three choir gowns in r~adiness for their first 
wearing. One of the missionary wives had a gown all r~~ except for a rebellious 
sl~eve which refused to look right, despite her diligence at adjusting and readjusting 
the shirring. Finally she consul ted another of the seamstresses who immediately 
discovered the source of the trouble: 11Why', you've got it in upside down11 • 

Memb~rs and friends of the congregation were laviSh in their flower contributions for 
· .. that first service in the church sanct1tary. Largo! bo1.1quets of ~ster a.nd. Calla lilies 
·were placed in the chan~el 1 at th~ front of th~ nav~ and in the window sills. and the 
one colored bouquet. made up of deep red Amaryllis, stood. on th~ ne\i-to-us \'urlitzer 
Ol"ga.n. Thh touch of red in the midst of the t.rh1te seemed to ~ymboJ.iz" the great and 
basic tr'J.th that 11 th_, blcod. of Jes,Hi Christ His So'l cle~ses u~ from all sin11 • 

This new brick church on one of :Bogota's busy thorouP'.)lfar~s, its ill1;>0<5ing f~.cade rising 
uuwarns in clear strong line~ to held aloft a~au.."'iful cross, attrncted th~~> attention 
of many that Sunday- morning, ~">..1 though ma!'..y 100re, no itoubt, }JSSSed b~ ,lnh~etiing. Some 
ma.v only have -panMd to g:1ze fr'Qm the ~id"'WalZ"; othe!"s ~nt"!re{l ft-r l'l mom'!!'.t to satisf:;y 
their curiosity; bet three hundred fifty of them stayed to wor~hi~ with us. 11Far be 
it from• me to glorv, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" •...ra.s the i.J'litial me~:tsage 
to e~.ch. one as his ey--s -..•ere d.r~,m to the larg:" wooden cross over t.h..-. altar ~nd then to 
th~ altar itself '~<'ith ih IHS anti Alpha~ Omega symbols. Thh them~ l-II'IS carried out 
also in 1the beautifully carved ~mblems on the :pulpit a.."'ld. pewt~. It 1.~ of interee.t that 
the church furnitur~ was made under th~ supervision of s~nor Alzat~, ~ m~mn~r of the 
congregation. 

Pastor OJ.eer QIIrou-ud, who has served the Bogota congregation for the past several vears, 
conduct&d the service aa one of his last bFfore going tc the Unitet Stnt~s on his 
regular furlough. Pastor Arnfeld Morek, th'! Mission Superintendent, new stationed 
in Medell!n, of:ficiatP.d at the d~~icationyroy~r and was assist~ by P~stors D!az, 
KRstlund, Ostrem ~d Olson. JUst prior to this part of the service, the choir, 
directed by Joyce Ber~~ and accompanied by ~~s. Quanrud, sang "A Mighty ?ortress is 
cur G~c-''· 

In his greeting and exhortation, Pastor Morek expressed gratitude to the 
Women's Missionary Federation who gave this beautiful building 9nd showed how th~ Church 
of the Redeem~r (Igle~ia del Redentor) inBogot' h~ risen out of the heartaches and 
hopes of the past years of Lutheran mission work in Colombia. He urgAd us to humble 
ourselves at the Savior's feet and then rise to serve Him gratefully. That Morek's 
translation of lt]mflt on the Rock" (Firme en la Roca) has been well received and is 
alr~ady much loyed by Colombian Christians was evident in the feeling the congregation 
-put into the singing of this hymn at the close of h11 Dlfl!ssage. 
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We Dedicate a Church 2. 

Pastor Herminio D!az of "La Iglesia Luterana del Divino Salvador", Catafio, Puerto Rico, 
used Ephesians 2:20-22 as his serm:>n text: "Being built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the Chief cornerstone; in whom each 
several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in 
whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit 11 • His message, 
a masterly and challenging exposition of our faith in the living Christ, harJDJnized 
beautifully with Pastor Morek's and with the epistle lesson from I Peter 2 which read, 
in part: " •••• a 11v1ng stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, precious, 
ye also as living stones, are built up a spiritual bouse, to be a holy priesthood ••• 
that ye may show f'orthtKhe excellencies of' Him vho called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light 11 • We were blest;ed in our fellowship with this warmhearted Latin
American Luth~r~~ as well as by his Christ-centered messages. 

In the couree of th~ service we heard greeting~ from Dr. Aasgaard, Dr. Syrdal~ one 
of ~he W.M.F. circuits, former miseionariee Johan and Anita Bergh, our three ~~eological 
students in Argentina, and other friends. A greeting from the Lutheran World Federation, 
brought by Pastor Xastlund., directc·r of its ministry to Germans a.'ld Scandinavians in 
this pnrt of Latin America, gave ue an inspiring~~rld view of Lutheranism. 

We wel"e happy to have in our audience Dr. K. L8l'lgebeck, Danish consul in :Bogota and 
constrttctor of our church; Dr. Moreno, the engineer res}Xlnsible for the projP.ct; several 
of the workmen (including the electricians who had worked right u:o to time for the 

. service on eome necessal"y Y~iring); and Dr. Gunnar Lindahl, the Sweaish conslll in Cali, 
who h8.s been appointed to film th~ L. W .F. work in Colombia and who .also filmed the 
dedication service. Since the service was also tape-recorded in its entiret~, we 
feel we have good. record of 1 t for futu.r~ years. 

Man.v from other parts of our field were with us. sol'D6 of them from the evacuated stations 
We rejoiced that they could share in the blessiDG$ of that day. As some of them c~me 
fai tbfullt to service p..:fter service on Sun4a,v and throughout the follolot1.ttg Yeek, we 
knew they had been thirsting for the Word in Christian fellowship and thf).t their hearts 
were happy to be freely worshipping with us ..,.ithout fears or inhibitions • 

.!!. thank Qru! !!a_~~ church. For four and a hs.lf years, or ever since our ~'Ork 
began in l3ogota, the congregation has beer:, meeting in the pastor's home. Naturally' 
outsiders were unimpressed by cramped quarters~ passersby were not inclined to stop 
in to visit a service a.s thP.Y' might in a public building, and missionaries were often 
inhibited in thf'l tYPe of program they wouid like to have b:y lack of proper quarters. 
In the complete absence of any disturbance or molesting on dedication day, we recognized 
the protecting Hand of the Lord. The abundant blessing God has given us already is a 
promise of greater blessings to coi!lf\ through the building thP.t on September 27, 1953, 
was "consecrated and set apart for the glory of God and the up~lC.ing of His Church 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus". 

--~elva M. Nerlien 



BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Report for 1m 

'!he building program of the mieeion hao had ita upe and downa the paet year. 
Joya there have been in seeing the ehuTeh go up, and later the occupation o~ the 
church the ~iret of SMptember and eepecially, the dedication .the 27th of Sept. 
There hae been the est iefaction in knowing that our church 1 e ideally located 
and the frequent vieitoTa that come tn and sometimes *'*1 to hear the Ooapel 
give evidence 'that eueh h the caee. Alae we have felt that the' beautiful 
church Which appeals to the Latin American is an additional element to 
drew people to our church. 

We are glad to report that the painting that we had planned to do haa been 
done. ot oourae, the beeement 1a not plaet.ered nor pa1nt.ed but we had decided 
that that achould be lett Wltil later. Some of the other t.hinge are not finished 
such as the front. steps, atepe to the basement, to the gallery, and to the 
eacritey and vestibule. These are still in the raw cement end ehoulcJ be finished 
so ae to keep the church cleaner anti to improve its appearance. The beeement 
toilets ehot.tld be installed, a better floor in the baeeaentj' put in and a Colombia; 
etove put in the kitchen. These things have been left undone until after we 
have closed accounts with Langebeok. I have tried to get a final accounting 
with them so that we could know just where ye stood b\3 ae yet I have not got'tfn 
t.he account for Oet - Dee., 195~· It wN.tld be e great saving to ua to be abljo 
terminate the conet.nct with them end t.o melee other direct contracts for the 
jobs that remain. 

As noted frcm the ftnanoial report we a~ short 1n the construction account. 
This ie due to the fact t.het the sldewelk, front gates, entrance, leve~ing of' grou 
repair of walls, etc. were not included in the estimated costa. The re~ommendatio 
f'rOUl the field wee that th1.e should be covered by bt.tdget. surpluses. Using the 
balance in the rent budget we still wot.tld be short 4 to .5,000 pesos which w shoul 
ask the Board for. Besides this we should ntqueet the money neceseal'Y to do the 
things required to have school in the basement. 

Ve seem to have run 1n1:.o a snag as far as the electrical 1nstallat, ions are 
concerned. It is about 2/' done, but there is much important wiring lett to do. 
The electrician seems to have gotten on the outs with the office over the contract 
and we do not seem to be able t~t at the bottom of it. However, we will have 
to insist on a showdown. 

Ae to the building of the school in the back we have only one plan thus 
far that could suit the purpose. Another has been made but it would cut aore 
the open space and therefoTe1 it would eeem impractical. It i.e now impoesible 
to do anythi.ng t'lbout a building for thh ech~ol year, and therefore, the 
basement. will have to be used for the school. 

To evt~ryone who has gladly lent a helping hand during the construction 
we give our 'thanks. 

May the Lord use t.ts to build Hie spiritual Church to His GloryJ 

For the Committee, 
o, gar Quanrud, 
A··: c. Morek, 
Harold L. Olson 



• 

• 

Bogota 
Qy Helen Danielson 

As we pause to look back on the past year we have profound reason for grati
tude. God's kingdan has come alro in Colombia. We can say God's work has 
gohe ahead even though not in~ way that we would like to have seen it go 
forward. Nevertheless this has not been God's fault but our's. as his human 
instruments. 

It is true that the work in Colanbia this yenr too, has been fliup.-hill work. 
Nevertheless we cannot say we have worked under any great obstacles in any place 
we have worked this year. It has been possible to work in Bogot' in all freedan. 
As a parish v.~orker I have run into no d-:1 fficulti.es whatever in going wherever I 
have deeired. 

Thinki~ of our work in Bogota the past year I shall mention no statistics, as 
they do not tell the ;orhole story. Looking at th~ MembershiP in our Bogota church, 
it 'IITOUld look rather disheartening. Our membershi-p list does not in aru way reveal 
the number of souls that h"lve heard the Gospel message in our midst the past ~ RT. 

Every Sunday, and especially of l~!!tte, I believe we can say that there has been a 
steady but slow increase in the attendance every Sunday. M~ny a nevr face now is 
seen in the church that was not -seen ~here aye~ ago. And it is our paayer, now 
that we have our new church, for which we thank you for fran the bottan of our hearts, 
that the year of 1954 may really see a forard step in Bogot,. 

Mu duties during the year have been parish worker of the Bogota church. First with 
Pastor ~ilanrud, and now with Pastor Ostrem.· Too, working together With Ostrem 
in the University student '"ork. 

besil't 
One thing that usually~ fall upon us as pa»ish workers at hane, that has fallen 
upon your parish worker here) is the teaching of English classes as a contact maker. 
These classes have proven more than a blessing. Perhaps ~<if. my most interesting 
~ has been one with three catholic priests and an ~~ It has been as 
much a Bible class as an Enr,lish class. To see God 1 s work in their hearts has 
been more than a joy. Some of the u. students are also spending their vacations 
now reading the Bible throu~h, so we do not feel that the work in this manner 
has been without fruits. It p;ives one a contact with a people that one would 
never reach oteerwise. 

A big· part or' my M.me has been spent in contact 1"'0rk and in the other <.ttties that 
fall upon a parj.sh worker. It has indeed been ~ blessed year. The actual work 
of the chang~ of hearts, strengthening the weak, and Vuildi~ up of the saints is 
hard to shaee with vou, but God • s spirit has worked and is workillR in our midst. 

:May the J1e ar to ·come see even gre~tter thing~ realized for Him • 



• 
Station Report - Bogot4, January l to October 12, 1953 

It is with gratitude we look back upon the aentioned dates tor that was 
a time ot are-at changes in the station work. First ot all I want to 
express a sincere thanks to all fell~ missionaries who 1a au, way helped 
in the WCJI'lt ot the station aDd especially pastor OStrem and Kiss Danielson. 

J"quary 1953 w&s especiall.7 8 lllilestone 1D. tbe wcrk 88 it was then that 
the Congregation ot the Redeemer's Church was organizecl with 29 chartar 
members and gradually grew until on October 4th it reaohecl 5'1 cOIIDIW110EUlt 
mmbers. 

Also the completion tor the use ot the parsonage and church building which 
was dedicated on the 27th ot September, that being one ot the high-lights 
at the work the paat year. 

Several new :preaching places were added to the list ot old ones in 
Begot~ the p88t year e.Dd JR8DJ' scul.s we believe far the f'irst tim heard 
tbe gospel, the Good News of sa.lYation. 

It was always a joy to see the ehUdren brought to the Lord. in baptism 
of which there were eight. iQso there were eight contt.r:mants. '.l'he Lord's 
Supper was celebrated the first Sunday ot each month with a total ot 
4 72 parsons telc:4Dg part • 

We believe that with the added seating space that our church affords 
OTer our small chapel that we ha<l 1n our residence it wUl be an induce
ment for ~ to COllie and hear the gospel. It is pur prayer that the 
coming year aay see great strides ahead 1n the work 1n Dogot«. 

s ineerely iJl H 1m. 

Ol.ger Q.uanrud 
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Bogot4 Station Report 1953 

So shall 7l1f word be that goeth forth ad ot llf aouth: it shall not Mturn 
to me Toid. Is. 55:11 

As we go about tryill@ to do something tor the Lord we are otten premed to 
become discouraged when we look at thing$ just from a hUIII!lll point ot 'f'ieW. 
But then by the grace at God the Holy Spirit has b&l,pecl us to look 
beyomt the human 11mitatioll8. God d111ver us from boasttM. but we are 
~lad to realize that somtht.ng has been accomplished tor Christ. 

Pastor Q.uanrud was 1n charge of Bogot4 untU 8UD4q October lltb • ODi the 
undersigned has been 1n char&e since. SeeiJI& ~a.urud libl.y will g1Ye a 
report ot the work while he was here I slulll ltmit qrselt to the tilDe 
after that and to S<DE~ statistics. 

Although we tried to help also when the Q.uanruds were 1n charge we hue been 
glad to try to contlmle the work. The Sunc18J' School. Sunday JDOrniq 'Bentces, 
Youth L. L., and SUII4ay eTeniD& services ha'f'e been oonttDUed without 1nterup
t1Gil and elso the mtd-week prayer meti.Jlg ta tlle olmrch and the Bible studies 
1n the other seet 1cms ot the 6i ty. As t~people 1a whose house we ha4 oDe ot 
the Bible studies had to gtre up the house it was neeessarr to disconttaue 
the meeting we had been hnt.ng end which Pastor Quurud had been c-GIIduotin8 
tor more th811. two years out there. ~fa hope that aDOther home may SOOD be 
OJleD and 4ecHcated to that purpose 1J1 that 8l"eff. 

Two other sections besides those thue Ttsitecl bT Q.uanrud has been open to us 
and we have been haJ>py to haYe regular Bible studies on Thursda;r evenings in 
the one as well as oeeas i<mal services in the other. 

It has been interesting to observe at the services in the church ~hat maDJ 
new persons have COJIB to attend. 11~ others have at least been lead to 
enter t'fl/ see the church. 'rhus we have had the opportunity to witness to 
thea. Scme haTe stepped up to the door to listen a while to what 1s being 
sai4 and 1!!e!rimit that at such times there has often been a bit ot a detour 
1a the line or thousht for a few momnts to touch mare directly uron ~e 
salv~tion plan unless we were on that just at the moment. (We 4o not want. to 
be understood as though we should not be holding that forth con.CJtantly, but 
at times a l'f3pit1tion ot more dii'eot words about it again far those persona' 
sake giTes added joyfP) 

'lllere were eight children and one adull baptized dur 1.ng the year. Eight 
persons were confirmed, amongst them my OWD eldest daughter Carol. There 
were 15 communion services with 472 persons takillg part with an aTera.ge or 
31 persons. And there was one private OOJJilllUlion serTice with two persons 
pa:b~te.king. 

'Ihe congregaticm was organized on January 28th, 1953 wtth 29 charter 
members. There were many others al181e tor membership who were not at the 
organization meeting. Hence by the ea:l or the year there were 59 members, 
communicant members. Then there are twenty su children on the reoord 
book which have been baptized since July 1949. This tnoludetl some children 
of missionary families and some frCIIl the fo1'91.gn colQJW', twelve in all. 

The new church was taken into use the first or rather secOlld ot september. 
l'he first service to be held wns the preyer meting. That was the most fitting 
manner possible to take it into serrice. It was later dedicated on the 2'/th 
ot Septeabl3r b)t the i\i.iss ion ~uperutendant pastor Arnfeld ltorck. In conjunc
tion with the dedication services we had nearl:y two weeks special services with 
paetor Diaz trom Puerto Rico as guest sneaker. 



BOGOTJ. 
B.y Gerhard Ostrem 

Evangelical Lutheran work in Bogota dates from the latter part of 1948 
when the Lord led from the closed door in Duitarna to the open one in the capital 

city. Pastor A.C. Morek, then director of the Bible Institute which also moved 

from Duitarna to Bogota, laid the groundwork and held the first service on Easter 

Day in 1949. 
Various :pastors successively headed the work in the ensuing years: Johan 

Bereh, Theodore Mendenhall, Olger Quanrud and Gerhard Ostrem. Since his return 

from seminary training in Argentina in 1954, Pausanias Wilches has been assistant 

pastor, and he has now taken over the full responsibilities as pastor of the 

congregation which w~s organized on January 28, 1953. Forming a large part of 

the membership at that time were refugees from our Boyaca congregations. Thanks 

to the workings of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of men, there has been a gradual 

growth from that time on with several classes confirmed. 

Support from the homeland made possible the erection of a fine church and 

parsonage, the church dedication taking place on September 27, 1953. This has 

since been the center of many activities, not only in the city but for our 

entire Lutheran work in Colombia. Each Sund~, in addition to the Spanish 

Sunday School, morninc service, evening service and Luther League, there are 

services under L.W<F. auspices for Europeans who worship in their mother tongue. 

Our church is also the scene of many other parish activities dQ~ing the week, 

such as choir rehearsals, Bible studies, prayer meetings, women's groups, men's 

meetings, etc. The work also extends to four other centers in the city, some 

of which are developing into regular preaching places. Members and prospective 

members alike are visited regularly and invited to services by Miss Helen Danielso 

faithful parish worker in Bogota for the past four years. 

From Monday through Friday a day school operates in the church parlors, 

Under the direction of two graduates of our Bible Institute, this school has 

brought gratifying results. For instance, in some homes the children have 

established family altars, conducting daily devotions, singing songs of praise, 

reading the Word and praying. For the past two years a boarding department has 

operated in connection with the school in order to accommodate children from 

areas where there are no Evangelical schools. We are grateful to the many in 

the homeland \Vho have made this project possible through special gifts. 

People of different occupations find their way to our church. A member of 

a recent confirmation class had been a bull-fighter. While riding in one of the 

city buses one day, he saw a lady readine her Bible. Engaging her in conversation 

with the intention of ridiculing hert he soon found himself an interested listener 
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Bogota 2. 

as she witnessed to him of her faith in Christ. Before leaving the bus, she 

gave him the address of our church. 

lead him to Christ through the Word. 

He came, and we had the opportunity to 

Today he is himself an active church 

member and an enthusiastic witness for Christ. 

Pray that our members might faithfully carry on this person-to-person 

witness and thus expand the circle of believers in this land • 



Begot& 
BY Helen Danielsam 

" " THE Cnt.JRCH DJ T!!E H OHE 

There is no reference in the Hew Testament to church buildings or pronerty. 
The normal place for a church to hegin was in the home of the first believers. 
As the nembership grew fio that it was imnossible to conveniently entertain them in 
the home, no doubt a church building ll"as erected. Bujr nowdays the reverse is often 
the case. 

ieevertheless the "Church in the Home" is true of our work in Bogota, Colombia. "llhile 
we do have our nice big central cl}urch, we also have "church in the home" in seven 
differn1t subberbs. 

Four of these were started through getting a ffl'OUP of women together for a Dib~e study. 
The other three started through a christian ;>err.1itting us to M.ve serv1ces in his home. 
We have found ~his a very impostant oart of our congrevational work. In several cases 
because of' distances imrolved and in other cases to make new contacts. 

'!. 
Someo.f tl-:ese studies are carried on by the League of the church. others by the IJ.rish 
worker, still others by an Institute graduate. And one ~~ich has now become ar. instrct
ion class for membership, is conducted by the pastor of the central ch:n-ch. 

, BeiP.g parish worker is a most interesting experience. It 1 s aL"llost. like being in a confessio 
ary listening t·") t.he, confesaions of the peonle. After four ye~n·s among the same people, 
you become quite ·~ confident and it is a real privelege to minester to them by God's 
help. The largest part of the visitation and contact work in B~ota falls upon the Pr-
ish worker. Contacts raru;e .from pril'lsts to the cultnred, as well as the verY humble. 
"': have the joy· of having a new pr1.est in English classes and es h~s been the case with 
t~e others I have had, we do mare diseussing of the Bible than the Er~lish. This is 
m;v 6th priest contact in i3op;ot!. It is alT:Jost unbelievable, 5t being Colombia. And in 
all cases we've spent many hours toJ?:ethm·. 

I've had very little to do ...,i th the Sund1'I'.f School ..,..,.ork as the 13ible Inst:i tute is also 
in tO\'rn, thus the studenta from there often tench the children. 

But have had an active nart in the Luther Lea~e. They are our joy in Bo~ota. :<e h~ve 
some precious consecrRted younp, people. 

Our women's work too, has heon encouraging. As I said, ·Ie have had several differn't 
grQ1lps in the subberbs and the nain group in the central church. 

A great interest in the rr ison work of' the city has developed recently in our congrega
tion, especially among the young people and the wonen. While we have met sot1e obstacles 
it has been de sided that we continue our visits. 



INFORHE DE LA IGLESIA DE "EL REDEI'~TOR", A LA V ASAHBLEA GE:'JEP~L DE LA 

IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOHBIA. 

26- 30 de junio de 1957. 

''Simon Pedro, siervo y ap6stol de Jesucristo, a los que hab~is alcanzado 
fe igualmente preciosa con nosotros en la justicia de nuestro Dios y Salvador 
J esucristo: Gracia y paz os sea mul tiplicada en el conocir:;iento de Dios, y de -
nuestro Senor Jesus". 2 Fed. 1:1,2 

A la Iglesia de Dios , reunida en el templo de la iglesia de "El Redentor" 
en el ano de 1957 de nuestro Senor Jesucristo, salud: 

En este a;;o por la gracia de Dios una vez mas nos hemos dado cita en este re
cinto consagrado al servicio del Senor, para meditar j~ntos en la Palabra de Di
es. 
La presencia de nuevas hermanos entre nosotros, nos muestra que el inter~s de 
las congregaciones en la obra couun de la Iglesia va aumentarldo. Gracias a Dios 
por este inter~s vuestro. · 

Antenoche, mientras hacia ~ borrador tenia incluido algo relacionado con 
la ausencia de los hermanos de Socota. Has en el dia de ayer en la tarde tu
ve la sorpresa de ver llegar tres de ellos. Esto nos muestra que los dos lar
gos afcos de persecucion no han logrado quebrantar la fe de aquellos que esperan 
plena,l1ente en ei. Senor. 

Para todos los delegados oficiales y fraternales y demas acompafiantes a e
sta V Asamblea; asi como al Rdo. Gussick, la iglesia de 11 El Redentor" les pre
senta una cordial bienvenida en el nombre de Cristo; y a la vez hace votes al 
Altisi~o porque El los llene de sus bendiciones ahoraty siempre. 

El informe que viene a continuacion , abarca desde la pasada Esamblea aasta 
la fecha. 

Q:.1e pode,;1os traer de nuevo en este informe ? Muy poco. Las actividades han 
sido las de rutina con un ligero au3ento en la asistencia a los servicios de 
la manana del domingo. En ca~1bio, la asistencia en los servicios nocturnes 
ha decaido visiblemente. 
Cual la causa ? Podria esta Asamblea sefialar la pauta a seguir ? 

En el Barrio Restrepo, r1emos logrado ultimamente un local alga apropiado don 
de he'TiOS r:odido arregalr una pequena capilla en la cual se lleva a cab· el ju
eves un c;Jl to li tutgico. Hay alli tambi~n Escuela Domiriical para los nines, 
y culto con predicadioQ por la neche del domingo, a cargo de los jovenes de nu
estra iglesia. 
En algunos otros lugares de la ciudad se llevan a cabo algunas otras.activida
des, mas que todo por las Damas de la iglesia. 

Entre las organi·',aciones de la congregacion cabe '"encionar a la de Damas , 
quiene s ban venido hacienda una obra magHifica en la iglesia. 
Cabe hacer .onor al m~rito de esta Sociedad, quienes han logrado en un a~o 
reunir fondos para <Omprar e instalar &a estufa que afortunadamente entre a 
prestar sus servicios en esta V Asamblea. El Senor premiara el esfuerzo de 
quienes se entregan par co~~leto a su obra. 



Jovenes: Q,ue diremos de los .~fvc ec ? Gada ocho d<ias se presentaa sus progra
mas en los cuales la mayoria tornan parte. 
Parece~e que la division en grupos para la presentacion de los prog~ramas ha 
dado buen resultado. Los programas han resutado variado.s y como dije , la mayo
ria toma parte en ellos. 

Ha sido tambien una buena iniciativa la fuhdaci6n de una pR~NRXK bibioteca 
la que ya es una pequena realidad • 

Caballeros : Que diremos de la anunciada Sociedad de Caball eros en la pasa·)a 
Asamblea ? En ese entonces solo habia tenido dos reuniones. 
El entusiasmo que se vio en un pr~ncipio fue momentaneo. Lo cierto es que ha
ce dias no hemos tenido reuniones. Por eso , no siempre todo es t~iungo. 

Veamos algunos de los datos suministrados por los diferentes ritos practi
cados en la Iglesia. 

Bautismos: Nueve (9) nifios fueron bautizados durante el afio. 

Confirmaci6n: En el ano han sido agregados a 
firmacion ;-2!; personas. Tres mas por carta de 
dos en reunion de negocios de la Congregaci6n. 
miembros comulgantes da el afio. 

la Iglesia por el rrto de la Con
vansferencia ; y cuatro acepta
Haciendo un mtal de treinta 

Pero desde la pasada Asamblea dos de sus miembros se han retirado definitivamente. 
El uno al ser reprendido por su vida de pecado; del otro se desconcen motives. 

·Santa Gena: Mi registro de comulgantes, incluye desde el 29 de julio del afio 
pasado, hacienda un ~tal de 523 comulgantes en el afio. 

Matrimonies: Tres mat~imonios se han llevadoa a cabo en el afio. Dos de esta 
congregacion y uno de la congregacion de Parpa, Socota. 

Funerales: Dos oficios f6nebres han sido oficiados por el pastor durante el afio. 

Colegio: Funciona con unos 45 alumnos. Las entradas por pension y matricula 
han sufragado en gran parte los gastos del colegio. 

Finanzas: Desde el mes de septiembre del afio pasado la Congregacicn asumi6 
la responsabilidad de pagar el salario del pastor. En cuanto a ofeendas he
mas logrado un pequefio aumento durante el afio. Sinembargo creo que la congrega
cion podria ofrendar algo) mas • 

Entradas durante el afio ... 
Salidas .. 
De esto el pastor ha recibido .. 
Gastos de agua , luz y aseo •...•.........•.••• 
Otros gastos .•.•.....••.••••......•....•.•.•.• 

Ofrendas ~speciales; 
Ofrendo a la Sociedad Biblica 
Pro. Damnificados Cali ••.......•......•.•...•. 
Institute Biblico ••.•••••.•.•........•.....•.. 
Leprosos Agua de Dios.. . .•..............•....•. 
Viaje Coro Sogamoso ...•........•................ 
Dia Ascencion , Ofrenda Institute Biblico 
En Fondo An6nimo tiene ...........•......•.•.... 

$ 6108.74 
7.,314. 75 
4810.00 
697.25 
1~84. E59 

88.00 
1·75 .55 
46.40 
77.70 

J:40.JO 
46.50 
19.40 

~~ 
~ ~ 

tv] 

~ 
Con reconocimiento de que no he 

este informe a la consideracion de 
heche lo q~1e ~ debia hab~r heclJO),~~esento 
la V Asamb-"-ea de l~e)';a .. Evan':_~~ lCa T_,u te-

ran~~ ·~ hill£.~~> 1'Jilches, Pastor. ~. 
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A Hope Fulfilled 
PASTOR A. C. MORCK 

·"- beautiful and significant service took 
place NoYember 24, 1957, on the prem
ises of Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Bogot;i, Colombia, South America, 
when I )r. Rolf A. Syrdal, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Poreign Mis
sion, placed a plaque on the entrance 
to the new Educational Unit (see pic
ture above) in memory of Mrs. Clarissa 
l\.'ormann, late president of the WMP. 
This "Normann Memorial Unit" is 
built by means of offerings given in 
memory of Mrs. Normann. 

Dr. Syrdal emphasized the outreach 
of God's love through missionary en
deavor at home and abroad, using as 
his text the story of the woman who 
anointed Jesus' feet, whose act would 
he remembered wherever the Gospel is 
preached. Our purpose is not to honor 
men, said Dr. Syrdal, but to praise God 

e 
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for the testimony and example of this 
child of His who not only gave of 
herself and of her goods for the King
dom but also inspired others to give. 

The following is a free translation 
of local Pastor Pausanias Wilches' re
sponse to Dr. Syrdal's message: 

"This simple act takes on added sig· 
nificance because of the presence of Dr. 
Syrdal and all of you gathered here 
today. But it is especially significant 
because it is a testimony to what mis
sionary zeal can do in the extension of 
God's Kingdom. 

"The Church of the Redeemer again 
incurs a debt of gratitude to the per
sons and societies of the church ir 
North America who have placed at 
our disposal these buildings as a tacit 
witness of their faith and hope in the 
eternal promises of God. 

e 
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The plaque reads: "Aulas 
Normann [ Normann Class 
rooms] erected in 1957 in 
memory of Mrs. Clarissa 
Normann who was President 
of the Women's Missionary 
Fodorotion of tho Evangeli
cal Lutheran Church of 
North America." 

S R A .t• I A JaSSA In: NtllaS.ANN 
---...... .. :a 9 .... {j -·-

QUU.N I lll HJ\ J•JnSIHJ·.N'l/\ 111: l.fl. 
f''EIH':Jt/\CII.IN MHHONEUII )·'J•.tH:IJIN./\ 

DF: I.A WU.'Sf/1. J· V/HH;t UCA ) ll'rl:HIHJA 
IH NOIH I. AlH.HlCA 

"i\t the ,;!Inc tirne o11r ch11rch as
suJncs a responsibility: That of being 
worthy heirs of the faith, the hope 
and the missionary zeal of those who 
in the past have served in the ranks 
of 1 he I ,ord for the extension of 
Chri,t\ Kingdom in our midst :llld i11 
other Ia nds. 

"\Ve place this plaque in nwmory 
of Mrs. Normann (now in glory) with 
the hope that this act might be a stim
ulus for us to consecrate our lives to 
the service of the Lord and the ad
vance of .His Kingdom. 

"Cod gr:~nt by His grace that these 
places ( chmch and cduc:llional unit) 
may be a center from which the preach
ing and teaching of His Word may 

MORE ABOUT CONVENTION 
LODGING 

I~ooms will also be available at 
Northwestern College at $2.00 
per person per night, linens in
cluded. For reservations write to 
Mrs. Russell Risbrudt, 1381 W. 
California St., St. Paul 13, Minn., 
with your check or money order 
lor as many nights as you reserve. 

-J{efcr to the March and February 
issues for other lodging informa
tion. 
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rc:1,·h out in :dl it, puritv to the Cion 
ol ( ;od and the "lh·ation of souls. 

"Because we consider our,eh n SJ'ir· 
itual som a11d daughters of those who 
have labored on our behalf to make us 
partakns of 'Jlirit ual blessings in Chri.st 
)<'SIIS, the Church of the· l{nln·mn ( i11 

Bugot:i) asks J )r. Srrdal to convc>· to 
the \Vomen's J\li"ionary Fedn:llion of 
the E1·angelical Lutheran Church in 

North America our cordial greetings, 
gratitude and appreciation for the work 
done in our midst. 

"May the c;oJ of all grace shower 
J lis richest blessings upon the \\'om
en's Mi"ionary Federation!" 

Pa~tor Morek i:-:. a rnission:uy in ColombiJ. 

e 



Ot-- Knu..J j_(JM.fe/;tJc;._/(> i~~t g-e;u·e"-o enca;-fa.do 
I P-. r3le~i0- del 'Aedevtfc ;- en ,8o3o-/-i..-

F u J1 e.-tJ-1 e s tL ea.. tr-~-<1_ 
Cfo. 5../-ol- /J- ~ . M ot-Ci< eh 

d.e-/ ~ c/en~ 1-, 

' ··: 

cia 
sUI general . . .. 
gobiemo colom~iano· ., , ·. "· 

EI ,sdor;.Langebeck/:inkenler~ 
llego al pais en 1928, ejerciendo 
m profesion ·en ;varias··compaiiias, 
ewecialmente'·~Ji -fabricas ·de ce
mentos~ Contrajo matrimonio con 
dona ?lsabeh Lara.'\ Son 'SUs hijos 
dona llelda,' Ehi~sto, ~rigne, Mi· 
guel :y ,Elnilio, .~sa,do' con dona 
JennyMa~X: · c.., · ' 

DUrante Ja·~gUnda. guerra mun· . 
dial fne el presidente de los da· 
neses libres, y recibio una conde
~racion-:;especial :.;otorgada .. · por · Ia 
;~ ~j~~; a~ ''Cle ·•tras dlstin· . 
·ctones~y" conde'coraeiones que · IP. · 
otorgo sn gobierno, por·la labor 

·reaiizada. Tambien ei-a Hidalgo _de 
Ia Bandera ;Danesa. ·. ·· . . · 

Tanto .en 1955 co111o en el aiio 
pasado,. viajo a Europa. En ;e1· 57 
demoro en 'el Viejo Mundo ·entre 
el· mes de marzo y el; mes .tle .ju• 
lio. . · · · · · · · 

· s ,Las· exeqnias · se· Jlevaron ·a ·cabo 
esta manana· a ··las ·10, en ···Ia · igle
'fiia evangelica y. fne sepuUado eil 
er cementerio' ingles de esta ciu
dad. Tanto su .. esposa. como sus hi· l 
jos y· su sobrino•don Hanrik..,A. ·J 
Langebeck, 'ban redbido numero· ~ 
sas muestras de condolencia. La ,. 
muerte del senor Knud Langebeck 
ha sido mny Iamentada entre los 
miembros del cuerpo diplomatico 
y en los altos· circulos' snciales, en 

· donde gozaba de general aprecio y 
simpatia,- ·por ·sus · dones de ·caba· 
llerosidad · e 'hidalguia. · 



l { ./ .· r)· 
"""'/~. 'o~ VOY AL CULTO 

~.,.",.. 
P 0 R Q U E •••• 

\ 
No tengo tiempo •.•.• 

11 Con las muchas cosas estas turbada. Epero 
una cosa es uecesaria" Luc. 10:41. 

El tiempo es muy malo •••.• 

"Fortaos varonilmente, y esforzaos " 1 Cor. 
16:13. 
No tengo ropa presentable .••• 

"El hombre :nira lo que esta delante de sus 
ojos, mas Jehova mira el corazon" l Sam. 16:7. 

Se puede orar en casa 1o mismo ~ue en la Igle-
sia . ..... ~ ... . 
11 ·T.irad cuan buena y delicioso es habi tar los 
hermanos igualmente en uno! ••• Alli envia Jeho
va bendicion y vida eterna" Sal. 133:1,3. 

'4• ' { 

Admirar a Dios en la naturaleza equivale a un 
sermon •.• 
"Mejor es un dia en tus atriso que mil fuera 
de ellosli. .Sal. 84:10. 

L~ iglesia queda demasiado 1ejos de mi casa ••• 
"Yo me a1egre con los que me decian: a la ca.
sa de Jehova iremos" Sal. 122:1 

Los que van a la iglesia no son majores que 
yo ••. 
"El Fariseo, en pie, orabn consigo mis;';'lo de 
cste. manera: Dios, te day gracias que no soy 
co:;lo los otros hombres 1

' Luc. 18 .11. 

El predicador repi tc siem:r)re las 'ismus co-
sas •.. 

11A mi a la vcrdad, no cs molesto e1 escri
biros las mismas casas, y para vosotros es 
seguro" Fil. 3:1. 

(Copiado) 

e e 

Jta ~anttbab conbiene a mu (!aga, 
ob Jeboba, por log stglos p para siempre. 

IGLESIA DE EL REDENTOR 
Pastor: Rdo. P. WILCHES 

CARRERA 13 No. 65-56 

TELEFONO 49-42-71 

SALMO 93: 5 
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EL TERCER DOi·IL'!GO DE CUARSSHA 
9 de marzo de 1958 

CULTO LITURGICO HORA: 11:00 A.M. 
El arden del eulto se encuentra en pags.5-8 

Preluclio 
Invocnci,)n 

Himno 1 

Lc'1. Confesion ric pecc..dos (La Congregaci~'n se 
El Ryrie pondra de pie) 
I"n Absolucion 
El Gloria Patri 
La Colecta 
La Epistola Luc. 11:14-28 
El Credo Apostolico 

Himno 30 

Anuncios y Ofrenda (Himno 87) 

Himno por EL CORO 

SermSn 11 Sed Imitadores de Dios 
Ef. 5:1':-9 

Himno 74 

II 

OraciSn Final (La Congregaci(H1 se pondra de 
La Doxologia pie) 
lK':l. Bendici!:n 
Oraci6n Silenciosa 
Fostludio 

ESTI<DA -~-cJIE'i1 'J5 Y CmTOCED :rrr:~~ YO SOY DIOS .. 
Sal. LJ6: 10 

e e 

A G T I V I D A D E S D E L A S E H A ,.r A - -... ---
Reuni6~ de J6vcnes 4:00 P.M. 

HARTES, Culto en el B.S. Jose 3:00 1) ~~ 
L •-.!.. • 

~n ERCOLES, Reunion de Damas a lns 3: 00 
en La Pepita .Calle 12 B ) 24-16 

~ j,,'r 
.l • j.'J.. 

AIERCOLES, CULTO D~ ORAC~ON 

VIE1-:;i.i:SS , Reuni6"1 de Do..:11as 

SA3ADO , Ensayo del Coro 

10AIJ:WO El\I'fllii'.rT:::::: -----· -----
~scucla Dominical 

Culto Lit{lrgico 

Ileun~fn de Jovcnes 

Culto co~ Prcdic~ci~n 

:3ARIIIO .J:<E~'I'Jml-~0: Car. 16 ;{ 19-27 

7:00 F.H. 

2:30 r.· .. 

4 : 00 p. :·.;. 

10 : 00 A • ~! . 

11 : 00 A. :-I. 

4:00 P.H. 

7 : O•J ~: • ?vi. 

~scuela Dominical para nifios 9:00A.M. 

Culto con Predicaci'n 7:00P.M. 

.JtL~V:ES, Culto LiH1rgico 7:00 P • .i'7, 

ta S::tn ta Ccna se cclebra cl primer do:';lin;;o 
:lo Ci'td::t mes. 



El Gran Rabino David Sharbani fue quien nos explico las ceremonias que dec
tua en este tiempo Ia Religion Hebrea. Es casado y tiene 4 hijos. 

Tambien el Pastor Pausanias Wilches, de Ia Religion Luterana, nos poso con 
sus dos trajes. El Pastor Witches es casado y tiene 2 hijJs. 

Asi e altar del templo luterano. La Iglesia no tiene ninguna imagm. Solo 
una gran cruz. El Jueves Santo los feligreses reciben pan y vino en conmemo
racion de Ia Santa Cena instituida por Jesucristo. Antes se arrepienten de sus 
pecados pero no se confiesan. 
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SEMAN A SANTA 

EN 

OTRAS 

RELIGIONES 

C 
UANDO el domingo 8 llegaron los fieles 
de Ia Iglesia Cat61ica Apost6liC;l y Roma
na, a Misa, encontraron todas las image
nes cutiertas con telas moradas. Eso que

ria decir que ocho dias mas tarde comenzaria 
Ia Semana Santa. El tiempo hab!a pasado mas 
rapidamente de lo esperado. 

Ese mismo dia, en otras religiones, tambien se 
hablaba de Jesus de Nazareth. Ellos tam bien, 
aunque de distinta manera, se preparaban para 
celebrar Ia Semana Santa o Semana Mayor. 
Las ceremonias, sinembargo, no eran las mis
mas. Tam poco los templos. Para saber la dife
rencia, CROMOS visit6 varias de las Iglesias 
de otras religiones y habl6 con algunos de sus 
principales representantes. Ellos nos dieron los 
c!atos que hoy publicamos. 

LA IGLESIA CENTRAL PRESBITERIANA 

En Ia calle 24, baj.ando un poco de Ia carre
ra 5~. hay un templo sobrio, de piedra, con una. 
placa en Ia oue se lee: "Primera Iglesia Central 
Evangelica Presbiteriana. 1854-1954". Por una 
puerta leter.al, siguiendo un angosto camino, se 
encuentra Ia entrada a Ia casa del Pastor. Aba
jo. hay mesas de pin~ pong, cunas de mimbre, 
sillas. Alii, los dias feriados van los j6venes a 
jug.ar, y los martes, varias senoras a trabajar 
en favor de Ia. colectividad mas necesitada. 

AI subir Ia escalera esta el apartamento del 
Pastor princ!pal, don Julio Hernandez Altamar. 
Es un hombre moreno. con el pPlo blanco, casa
do y padre de ocho hijos: ru.atro casados y 

CROMOS, ABRIL 23, 1962 



ISequlci el sellor Shalo. 

Ia y el mismo Evangelio que eil nuestras Iglesias, 
y el pastor )lace alus16n al dla, en su1serm6n. / 
El MJercoles Santo, a las siete de la. noche, se 
cantan himnos y se ha.cen lecturas bfblicas. El 
Jueves Santo, a las sets y media de 1a tarde; se 
efectua lli santa Cena. Despues de 1a Consagra. 
~16n, los fieles pasan al altar y entonces el Pas
tor les da una hostia. Si hay dos pastores, uno 
reparte el pan · (porque tambien pueden dar 
pan, en-vez de hostia), y otro el vlno. Siempre 
;~ trata de que el vino sea puro de uva. En se
~ulda -entonan himnos de arrepentlmiento: "Tal 
:omo soy de pecador, sin otra fianza que tu 
lmor, a tu llamado vengo a Tf: Cordero de Dlos, 
:teme. aquf. .. " No existe nl el nyuno, ·ni la con..
tesl6n. El pastor Wllches expllca que "cada uno 
je los fleles debe arrepentirse ante el Sefior de 
1us faltas- y prometer flrmemente no volver a 
>ec.ar. A cada pecador arrepentido -agrega el 
?astor- se le .asegura el perd6n gratulto · y 
tbundante de Dlos Padre. Cristo Jestls, a1 dar 
:u vida en la cruz, hizo todo lo posible para. re
:oncmar el mundo con Dios: por eso Dios ha 
leclarado a toda la humanldad libre de toda 
leud.a y culpa de pecado por causa del sacrlfl- . 
:io expiatorio de Jesucrlsto. Esta. justificaci6n 
I perd6n para toda Ja humitnidad pasa a Ser Ja .. 
1ropiedad de cada 1ndivlduo y todos los· que por 
·e se apllcan a sf mismo la. decl.araci6n de- ira
:ia de Dios, ilon justos. En 1a • Iglesia. Roman" ~
-continua diciendo el Pastor Wilches-:o:,:la sal-_.,·_. 
·ac16n es fruto de las buenas obras. ll:n ·Ja nues- " 
ra no. AI contrarlo: .Las. buenas obras demues-•<' 
ran que lt!stamos salvados". .. . ..•. ,:1: ·~:·•·· , . .., 
Para los luteranos, su Iglesia, es Ia verdacSera 

glesia de Cristo, Cristiana y Apost611ca. -efta • ., 
CJtOMO~ fJ1ri/2-j /62- ' < ' 

v ·' ~ 



Dr. Jorge Corzo opening gifts presented to him at "fiesta" given in his honor. 

FIRST COLOMBIAN LUTHERAN TO GRADUATE IN MEDICINE 

(News Release) 

Bogata, Colombia: Jorge Enrique 
Corzo C., active member and organ
ist of Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Bogota, received the degree of Doc
tor in Medicine and Surgery from 
the National University of Colombia, 
January 29, 1964. The only Protest
ant in his class of over a hundred, 
Dr. Corzo is the first member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church - Col
ombia Synod to graduate in Medi
cine. He received his secondary train
ing in the Institute Biblico-Cultural 
of that Synod and the Presbyterian 
Colegio A mericano of Bogota, from 
which he received his B.A. degree. 

Jorge has been the faithful organ
ist in Redeemer Lutheran Church 
most of the time since the organiz
ation of this congregation in 1953. 
He has also directed the choir from 
time to t;me and taught the adult 
Bible class, and is a member of the 

LUTHER SAYS 
The Resurrection-This Doctrine is 

Fundamental for Christianity 

So you see that everything depends 
on our retaining a firm hold on 
this article in particular; for if this 
one totters and no longer counts, 
all the others will lose their value 
and validity. For everything has been 
done; Christ has come and has es
tablished His Kingdom in the world 

know Him and the power of His 
resurrection; not because others have 
told us about Him, but because we 
have experienced His living presence 
in our own lives. 

May you have that experience and 
you will have a blessed Easter in 
Jesus' name. 

Amen. 

Synodical Council of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church-Colombia Synod. 

The young doctor's main hobby is 
music. Besides his activity in the 
choir of his congregation. he sings 
bass in the "Antonio Varela" choir 
and , has taught music in the Luther
an Bible Institute in Bogota. Two 
brothers, Alfonso and Pedro, and a 
sister, Leticia, are graduates of this 
Lutheran secondary - Bible - normal 
school. Leticia teaches, Alfonso is 
studying education at the National 
University and is working half days 
as secretary to the President of the 
Evangelia.l Lutheran Church - Col
ombia Synod. Pedro is in his last 
year of secondary school at the Col
egio Americana. Another brother, 
Andres, works in highway construc
tion, and an older sister is a farmer's 
wife. Their widowed mother still 
manages the little home farm near 
the snowcaps of El Cocuy in the 
province o1 Boyaca. 

for the sake of the resurrection and 
the life to come. If, then, the article 
that is the foundation, cause, and end 
of all articles of faith is overthrown 
and taken away, all the rest must 
fall and go down with it Therefore 
it is certainly necessary diligently to 
stress and confirm this article. The 
Corinthians did so with their manner 
of Baptism and we also do so with 
other, similar signs. Thus we honor
ably carry the dead to the grave, 
follow the corpse, sing and pray as 
a testimony and indication of our 
faith that these very dead. and we 
together with them, will rise on 
Judgment Day and that the bodies 
will not be different bodies, although 
they will be constituted differently 
and transfigured. 

-Taken from WHAT LUTHER SAYS 
by E. Plass. Used by permission of Con
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 

LOOK OUT 
Psalm 51 was written by David 

after be had committed adultery 
with Bathsheba, and had so arrang
ed it that her husband Uriah was kill
ed in battle. It all happened so quick
ly because David didn't look out! The 
forbidden fruit was so inviting. David 
looked too long-instead of looking 
out. Before he knew it he had suc
cumbed to temptation and had sin
ned. The Psalm shows the great 
price he paid for the forbidden fruit. 
"Blot out my transgressions" -"My 
sin is ever before me" - "Against 
Thee I have sinned." 

Have I ever found myself in a 
similar situation-not necessarily the 
same temptation? What is a tempta
tion for others may not be so for me. 
Wha:t tempts me may not tempt an
other. Have I ever fallen into sin 
because I didn't look out-because I 
let down my guard-because I played 
around with temptation-instead of 
fleeing? Have I always heeded Jesus' 
admonition: "Watch and pray that 
you may not enter into temptation?" 
Have I disregarded Paul's words: 
"Let anyone who thinks that be 
stands take heed lest he fall"? Daily 
I pray: "Lead us not into temptation" 
-Do I mean it? Do I sometimes 
say: Lord I know I will be tempted 
in a certain place or situation-but 
I can r~ist it-bang!-that's just 
when it happened. 0 Lord, "Cleanse 
me from my sin"-"against Thee, 
Thee onlv, have I sinned ..• " 

Look "outl Be on guard-detour 
when you see temptation ahead
never see how close you can come 
to sin without sinning. The story is 
told of a man who wanted to em
ploy the best chauffer he could find. 
Two men applied for the job. The 
test of rral ability was to drive as 
near the edge of a cliff as possible 
without driving over the edge. The 
first climbed behind the wheel with 
a cocky air. He drove within inches 
of the edge while onlookers waited 
with bated breath. The second took 
an entirely different attitude. "I do 
not wish to take a chance, sir" he 
told his prospective employer, "I 
want to keep as far away from dan
ger as I possibly can." "You're 
hired," said the man, "it is an intel
ligent mar.. who stays away from 
danger." 

Do I do this with respect to 
temptation? "0 Lord, Thou who 
wast in all points tempted like as 
I am, yet without sin, help me . . . 
~en." 
(From Guide to Noon-Day Lenten Medi
tation, Trinity Lutheran Church, Regina, 
Sask., W. E. Riekert, pastor) 
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~· 9c::6/Y~.$' 
f"-.l~:ilF;t::;l~~i~:acc;J",~~H~i~:;:.,?f~7~~~~~i,~.~-. 
j , ·· .. . . · RESOLUCION NT!MElto 537 I!E ]9ft 

· . (febrero 23) . • . : . 
lJOr , la · cua1 se reconoce una . per'Joneria jurid_!ea. 

' · El Minis~o de ..Justicia, .en uso de. la .f;lcultad que le COil'" 
fiere el J)ecreto 1716 de 1~.60,,j' .• ~. · • ' ·• · 

'CONSIDERA~O :' 
Que el senor Ricardo Sabogal v:•, ·.en su. caracter de Pre

sidente . de la· · entidad denominada ."Iglesia Evangelica l.u':' 
terana 'San Lucas·;• ~;.on domicilio en la';ciudad de Bogoti_ 
(Ciudad Kenedy). solicita de este Ministerio .,-por am
duct6 · de la Gobernaci6n de Cundinam;arca- se recQIICIIZCa 
personeria juridica a dicha 'corporacion; . · 

Que. el peticionario acompafia a su. solicitud ropias -
tentic'a:das del . acta sobre constifuci6rr de la entidad, ~
ci6n .de dignatarios y aprobaCi6n de loS estatutos que 1a 
van a regir, reglamentos que tambien a.Ilega en copias igual-: 
mente autenticadas; . . . . .· . .· . ' . . . .. 

Que la Gobernaci6n de Cundinamarea, 'en provi~ 
que' obril a folio 8. del informative, einite concepto fawra-
ble. al reconocimiento de _personeria ·solicitado; ~ .. · 

Que 'hecho el estudio ·de Ia documentaci6n relacionada 
se co;1cluye que la entidad,se ajusta ·a los preceptos tie Ia. 
moral ·y del . .orden legal tanto· en su organizaci6n cos ea 
el objeto que persigue, encaminado a eoilseguir que )a Pa
labra Divina llegue con. toda libertad a Ia mente y al c:on.
z6n del hombre para . que 'este pueda alcanzar su Ultimo 

l:fin, cual·es el Reino de D~os;- . ." . . . . 
. Que. se han lle:mdo las formalidades .prescritas por·erar
ticulo 44 de la Constituci6n Nacional. Titulo 36 del Libr• 
Prirriero del C6digo Civil y ,Decretos 1326 de 1922 y 1510 
de 1944; · ·. · · ' ·. -~··· ' · ' 

Que por las ra:~;ones expuestas, es el caso de habffitar 
a la . corporaci6n en referenda para ejercer derechos y eon
traer .obligaciones civiles, ·· ~ 

RESUELVE: 
, Reconoeer :personetia .:juridica a la~ntidad. denomi:lada 

.'.'Ig1.~ .. sia··· Evan. gelica··· ··.L.u.te~ .. a.na ··.:_sa·n· L~ucas. '," co_.n domicilio ea Ia· .. cmdad de Bogota ··(C1tidad ·Kenn ~- . . · . 
. <c;'El·:Pl"Eisidente-\ile .dichi' eoi'{Joraci6 ;'Senor RicardO Sabo
·gal· .v;;::quien ·~-segU.n ··•los ·estalutos · el:.: representanfle legal 
de;.la•;m:i,sma;:qQeda··iilSciito· eit.los. libros .que al etecto·se 
ilevl:ln' en .este Ministei'io y '5e tendri. .f:omo tal mientras aG 

: se ·~olic1te Y. -obtertga ·:ilueva "'iriscripciiln. • · · · 
i La presente· Resoluci6n se·· .publicara en· el Diarie Ofieial 

y: regira quince · dias despues de llenado este requisito. ·tAr
ti-~;ulo 49; .Decreto 1326 de· 1922>"··· 

• .C6pi~se •. comuniquese y cumplase. . . -:: -Ba¢a-.en Bogota, ,p_; R; a·:.~ .. de ·febre.ro.· de :1968. 

··~--~_-_:_if_;?.~ .. ;_\ ... ~.-~ia_·_·. n.l~a:;·.:~i:~pt~~tlo~~~~rii~~ Mario &)~erie• 
- ·- ~ ~: I·~ £_:-~~-"'•:!•. :·-~."!'-· .!.r~.:". -.;' 
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rii!'ikennedy :se'\;Jnilu9otcf 
· Ten1plo 1~-tf!rdno,/VIanaria, 

"" '. ' /" ,. ,· ,J " •. ' ', . ·, : . • : ,·_c._ •. ·~!. . ...... 
' La Iglesia Evang~lica 'Luterina ras de perros, etc.. el' doct9r Fer· 
"San ,.Lucas":]naugura mafiamt;' a tiando Navas Talero; Inspector: 33 
las 2 p.m.;·et templo .que- cons· Distrital de Policfa, adelantarA UDl\ 
truy6 en Ciudad Kennedy •. · · intensa- umpafia. para •sanear ·-el, 
• La edificaci6n en sus lineas ar- sector, .de perros callejeros,. CQ»lO 

· quitect6n~cas, es de un disefio que de otros animates que deamb_ulan 
contribuye a · darle realce 'al sec- y ocasionan dafios. en las zonas 
tor en que estA. ubicada y con- verdes, antejardines. etc., Dic:Jlos 
cuerda .en su est~tica, cori los edi- animales; serAn capturados •y con-. 
ficios aledafios, eomo 'el de los AI- ducidos .a los sitios indicados a! 
macenes Carulla y los de Ia Su- este fin. y sus dueiios · serAn, san" 

1 permanzana 7. . . . • .. · cionados de acuerdo , con lo. aue 
: En su aspecto · funclonal, · $erA establece el C6digo de .Policfa. 
de gran. utilidaa, -tal como: lo · di- ·· . Defensa civil.· · · ' 
mos a conocer en lnfofmacl6n an- ·EFcornlt6·-de · defensa. elvll :-ael 
terior. · ~ ~. · · barrio· :Grancolombiano, luego de 

Para el inencionado ·acto,' se · ba bacer- reparar · con· el ·. cambio .. de 
invitado entre otras •personalida- motor. 'al radio.patrulla UOS .• que 

·des. al Presiqente deJa· Republi!=B-, nuevamente se .balla: ;elh sel"Vicio, 
doctor. Carlos Lleras Restrepo • .a! solicita' 1a colaboraci6n-de ')os ha
,alcalde mayor Virgilio .Barco Var- bitantes del sector,·para cancelar 
gas, ai goberriador _Ignacio Uma- un saldo ·que oor-.este ·motivo :se-a
fia de · Brigard, al Administrador deuda .·. lnsinua a , Ia · vez que el 
Apost61ico -Monsefior Anibal Mu- comit~ de -defensa. civil del_ barrio 
fioz Duque, a! 'director de Colsub- Est.>1,dos Unidos cumpla con 'el com-l 
sidios,- doctor Roberto· Arias Pti· promiso adquirido en relaci6n con' 
rez y a otros. personajes: . el mantenimiento del mecionado i 

La clausura de Ia asamblea a- vehfculo. - ! 
nual de las iglesias evanl!tilicas . .- FaDeclmiento- . . j 

jaue funcionan,. en nuestro pais mo- - Muy ·sentido fue el fallecimien-. 
tiva -la- inauguraci6n .,,del templo, to de Ia sefiora, Maria Juana de • 
a Ia cua.I asistirAn,Mr. Sorens, vi- G6mez,.cuyos funerales se efectua
sitador mundial de , las· organiza- !"(>n aver en Ia Iglesia del Santi
dones evangti.Jicas luteranas, v los simo Sacrame!lt~. Por e,ste rqotivo. 
delegad<IS regionales que en ella se su esposo Juho G6me:t Quesada v 
ban hecbo nresentes. · · · ·, demAs familiares, him sido objeto 

Saneamlento · de· mUltioles .manifestaciones de 
Con motivo de las ·freeuentes condolencia. · 

j quejas ocasionadas por mordedu- J. IL CastriU6n,. corresnonsal ~ 

/( ener-o 



Han .. rvido a esta iglesia el Revdo. Pausanias Wilches 
quien como pastor. de la Iglesia de "El Redentor" los aten
di6 ya con cultos' o estudios biblicos, ayudado por algu
nos de los miembros de la Iglesia de "El Redentor", hasta 
el dia que se retir6 de las ·responsabilidades pastorales de 
esta iglesia. 

Luego el Revdo. A. C. Morek, entonces presidente del 
Sinodo, atendi6 al grupo hasta que se organize como igle· 
sia y continuo atendJendola hasta su salida del pais. A el 
se debe la adquisici6n dellote sobre el cual se levanta este 
templo; y fue el quien gestion6 la adquisici6n de los fon
dos para la edificaci6n de este templo. 

Al salir del pais el Revdo. Morek, atendi6 a Ia iglesia 
como pastor encargado el Revdo. Carlos Westman, hasta 
que en enero de 1967 d Revdo. Gerardo Wilches acept6 el 
llamamiento que el Consejo Sin6dico le hiciera, para pas
tor. 

Los pianos de este edificio fueron elaborados por el in
geniero Dr. J. Manuel Castellanos y Ia construccion la eje
cut6 el Dr. Carlos E. Ruiz. 

jDios conceda, que este sea siempre un Iugar de testi
monio, de Ia verdad eterna de Su Palabra! 

_!!!_ 

rn= 

A. Camargo M. • Editorial· Tip. ·Tel. 42·60·42 
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12 de enero de 1969 

"BI Senor estd en su santo temploH, flab. 2:20 
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PRELUDIO 

HIMNO DE APERTURA -

1. Imploramos tu presencia, 
Santo Espiritu de Dios: 
Vivifique tu influencia 
Nuestra debil fe y amor. 

2. Da a la mente luz divina, 
Y tu gracia al coraz6n; 
Nuestro pecho a Dios inclina 
En sincera adoraci6n. 

3. Que ante el Dios bendito tenga 
Nuestro culto adoraci6n, 
Y que sobre todos venra. 
En raudales bendici6n, Amen. 

El pastor oficiante dira: 

En el nombre del Padre, y del Hijo, y del Espiritu Santo. 
Amen. 

Nuestro socorro esta en el nombre del Se:iior: 
R) Que hizo los cielos y la tierra. 

Lectura del Salmo 24 por el Dr. Jorge Corzo, Secretario 
del Sinodo. 

EL GLORIA PATRI 

Gloria sea al Padre, y al Hijo y 
al Espiritu Santo; como era al prin· 
cipio, es ahora, y sera siempre: por 
los siglos de los siglos. Amen. 

El pastor oficiante dice: 

Paz sea a esta casa y a los que entran en ella. 

HIMNO-

1. iSanto! i.Santo! i.Santo! Senor omnipotente, 
siempre el labio mio loores te dara; 
i.Santo! i.Santo! jSanto! te adoro reverente, 
Dios en tres personas, bendita Trinidad. 

2. jSanto! jSanto! iSanto! en numeroso coro 
santos escogidos te adoran sin cesar, 
de alegria llenos y sus coronas de oro 
rinden ante el trono y el cristalino mar. 
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3. i.Santo! i.Santo! iSanto! Ia gloria de tu nitre 
vemos en tus obras, en cielo, tierra y mar. 
iSanto! iSanto! i.Santo! te adorara todo hombre, 
Dios en tres personas, bendita Trinidad. Amen. 

INVOCACION- El pastor oficiante dira: 

Todopoderoso y eterno Dios, que por tu Hijo, la Piedra 
principal del angulo, juntas a todos los creyentes y edi
ficas para ti mismo una casa espiritual, haz que tu favor 
quede sobre esta Casa, que hemos edificado para tu glo
ria, para que dla sea una memoria a tu Nombre, una 
morada para tu honra, y una Casa de adoracion para 
tu pueblo. Aceptala, oh Se:iior, como la tuya propia y 
visitala con tu santa Presencia, a fin de que nuestra en
trada y salida sean bendecidas desde ahora y para siem
pre; mediante Jesucristo nuestro Sefior y Salvador. 
Amen. 

HIMNO POR EL CORO 

LA DEDICACION - El pastor oficiante dira: 

Amados en el Se:iior: Habiendonos reunido con el fin de 
consagrar este templo, oigamos Ia Palabra del Se:iior 
respecto a su Iglesia: 

a) 1 Reyes 8:22-30 
c) Hebreos 10:19-25 

Luego el pastor oficiante dira: 

b) Salmo 122 
d) 1 Corintios 3:9-17 

Muy amados: puesto que todas las cosas son consagra
das por Ia Palabra de Dios y la oraci6n, elevemos nues
tras suplicas .a Dios en nombre de Jesucristo. 

ORACION- La congregaci6n se pondra de pie. 

TODOPODEROSO Dios, Padre de misericordia y Dios de 
todo consuelo, que estas siempre cerca de todos los que 
en verdad te invocan: Santifica y bendice esta casa, te 
suplicamos, con tu especial presencia, conforme a la 
promesa tuya hecha mediante Jesucristo, tu Hijo, de 
manera que los que aqui se congreguen en tu nombre 
sean iluminados-, consolados y fortalecidos por tus mul
tiples clones de gracia y sean hechos dignos de recibir 
la herencia de los santos en luz. 

Se:iior Jesucristo, gran sumo sacerdote, que has en
trada al santuario en el cielo para comparecer siempre 



ante los a favor nuestro: Separa aqui para Ti un ver
dadero sacerdocio espiritual de gente fiel que te ofrezca 
en estos recintos sus sacrificios de oraci6n, alabanza y 
acci6n de gracias. 

Santo Espiritu de Dios, que haces que las mentes de 
los fieles sean todas de un mismo parecer: Mora, te su
plicamos, en los que aqui habnin de adorarte, hacien
dolos templos tuyos y uniendo sus corazones en Ia fe y el 
amor, y en celo por Ia propagaci6n del Evangelio en
tre los hombres. 

Padre, Hijo y Espiritu Santo, un solo Dios todopode
roso, a qui,en los cielos no pueden contener, pero que de
seas habitar entre tus hijos: Dignate santificar y bende 
cir con tu presencia esta casa que con devoci6n dedica
mos a Ia honra de tu nombre. Concede que los que agui 
son bautizados permanezcan en su pacto bautismal, an 
den en novedad de vida, se mantengan firmes en la comu
ni6n de tu santa iglesia y siempre amen Ia habitaci6n de 
tu casa y el Iugar de la morada de tu gloria. 

Concede que los que aqui participen del sacramento de 
tu cuerpo y sangre dado para su redenci6n, reciban con 
corazones arrepentidos y creyentes el perd6n de los pe
cados, vida y salvaci6n. 

Conserva en la verdadera fe a tus siervos que aqui te 
adoran, de manera que cuando termine su peregrinaci6n 
en la tierra, sean recibidos en la casa no hecha de rna
nos, eterna 1en los cielos, para alii contemplar tu gloria, 
jOh eterno Dios!, Padre, Hijo y Espiritu Santo, y adorarte 
y alabarte un solo Dios, por los siglos de los siglos. Amen. 

Luego el ministro dice: 

Ahara dedico y aparto este edificio de la Igl,esia Evange
lica Luterana San Lucas con todos sus enseres, para la 
gloria y honra de Dios todopoderoso, y para la edifica
ci6n de su iglesia en la fe que es en Jesucristo: en el nom. 
bre del Padre, y del Hijo, y del Espiritu Santo. 

La Congregacion Canta: 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Sigue el- Orden del Oficio Mayor comenzando con el In
troito. 
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EL GLORIA PATRI - e 
Gloria sea al Padre, y al Hijo, y al 
Espiritu Santo: Como era al prin
cipia, es ahora, y sera siempre, 
por los siglos de los siglos. Amen. 

EL KIRIE-
Seiior, ten piedad de nosotros. 
Cristo, ten piedad de nosotros. 
Sefior, ten piedad de nosotros. 

EL GLORIA IN EXCELSIS -

jGloria a Dios en las alturas! 

jEn Ia tierra paz, y a los hombres buena voluntad! 

Te alabamos, te bendecimos, te adoramos, te glorifica
mos, te damos gracias por tu excelsa gloria, joh Seiior 
Dios, rey celestial, Dios Padre todopoderoso! jOh Seiior, 
Hijo unigenito, Jesucristo; oh Seiior Dios, cordcro de 
Dios, hijo del Padre, que quitas el pecado del mundo, 
ten piedad de nosotros! Tu que quitas el pecado del 
mundo, recibe nuestra oraci6n. Tu que estas sentado a 
Ia diestra de Dios Padre, ten piedad de nosotros. Par
que Tu solo eres santo, Tu solo eres el Senor; Tu solo, 
joh Cristo!, con el Espiritu Santo, eres altisimo en la 
gloria de Dios Padre. Amen. 

LA COLECTA
LA EPISTOLA 
EL CREDO APOSTOLICO -

Creo en Dios Padre todopoderoso, Creador del cielo y 
de Ia tierra. 

Y en Jesucristo, su unico Hijo, nuestro Senor; que 
fue concebido por obra del Espiritu Santo, naci6 de la 
Virgen Maria; padeci6 bajo el poder de Poncio Pilatos, 
fue crucificado, muerto y sepultado; descendi6 a los in
fiernos; al tercer dia resucit6 de entre los muertos; su
bi6 a los cielos y esta sentado a Ia diestra de Dios Padre 
todopoderoso; y desde alii ha de venir a juzgar a los vi
vos y a los muertos. 

Creo en el Espiritu Santo; la santa iglesia cristiana, 
Ia comuni6n de los santos; el perd6n de los pecados; 
la resurrecci6n de la carne y la vida perdurable. Amen. 

HIMNO POR EL CORO -
SERMON-

Revdo. Pausanias Wilches P., Presidente del Sinodo de 
Ia Iglesia Evangelica Luterana. 
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EL OFERTORIO-

Crea en mi, joh Dios!, un coraz6n limpio: y renueva 
un espiritu recto dentro de mi. 

No me arrojes de tu presencia: y no me quites tu Espi
ritu Santo. Restituyeme el gozo de tu salvaci6n: y el Es
piritu de gracia me sustente. 

LA OFRENDA 

ORACION-

HIMNO POR EL CORO -

SALUDOS Y ANUNCIOS 

HIMNO-

1. Castlllo fuerte es nuestro Dios, 
defensa. y buen escudo; 
con su poder noa llbrard. 
en este trance agudo. 
Con furia y con afan 
ac6sanos Satan; 
por armas deja ver 
astucia y gran poder: 
cual el no hay en la tierra. 

2 . Nuestro valor es nada aqui, 
mas por nosotros pugnara 
de Dios el Escogido. 
con el todo es perdido; 
zSabeis quien es? Jesus, 
El que venci6 en la cruz, 
Senor de Sabaoth, 
y pues El s6lo es Dios, 
El triunfa en la batalla. 

3. Aun si estan demonios mil 
pronto a devorarnos, 
no temeremos, porque Dios 
sabra alin prosperarnos. 
Que muestre su vigor 
Satan y su furor, 
dafiarnos no podra; 
pues condenado es ya 
por Ia Palabra santa. 

BENDICION - El pastor dira: 

El Senor te bendiga y te guarde. Haga el Senor res
plandecer su rostra sabre ti y tenga de ti misericordia. 
Vuelva el Senor su rostra. a ti y te conceda Ia paz. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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HISTORIA DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA 
"SAN LUCAS" DE CIUDAD KENNEDY, BOGOTA, D.E. 

AI adjudicar el Instituto de Credito Territorial las pri
meras casas -de lo que llegaria a ser Ciudad Kennedy
resultaron favorecidos algunos miembros de Ia Iglesia de 
"El Redentor" quienes trasladaron su residencia · a este 
Iugar, continuando desde luego su asistencia a los servi
cios de su iglesia ,en Ia Cra. 13 N'? 55-56. 

En vista de Ia distancia a Ia Iglesia de "El Redentor", el 
grupo empez6 a reunirse los domingos en Ia casa del se
nor Ramon Cortes, atendidos par el pastor de Ia Iglesia 
de "El ~edentor". 

El grupo fue creciente, y se hizo necesario el traslado 
a Ia casa de la familia Bolivar donde ha venido reunien
dose hasta el dia de hoy, que se traslada a su sede defi
nitiva. 

En Ia casa de Ia familia Bolivar, la congregaci6n lleg6 a 
organizarse como iglesia el dia 14 de febrero de 1965. 
Desde aquel dia que tom6 el nombre de San Lucas, el 
"medico amado" segun palabras de Pablo, ha venido cre
ciendo de tal modo que el Iugar result6 insuficiente, ha
cienda necesario la adquisici6n de una propiedad y Ia edi
ficaci6n de un tempi a; anhelos que hoy vemos realizados 
al inaugurar y dedicar a la gloria de Dios esta casa, don
de la iglesia desarrollani sus futuras actividades. 



CASANARE 

d d · se empezo' la obra Presbiteriana en Casanare? 1. En que ano po emos ec1r que 

~ ~~AifJJ 

~ d t d e usJo la cap1·11a;::e La Agu. ada? 2. En que ano fu~ inaugura a o oma a n 
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3. En que ano se inaugur6 o tom6 en uso la capilla de Sombredero? I 7 3 ~-

4. En qu~ ano se comenz6 con escuela evangUica en La Aguada? £... Lf Jb 





·Los.: LLANOS de CASANARE 

(The plains of ~asanare) 

The-friends of the"Oelmos~ 11wt.,.have intellrt·gently follo~ed the work and 

studied the field know that only a narrow strip a1ong the border between 

Santander and Boyaca has been occupied by our workers.Ifh1s mountainous in-
. / 

terior region ar~ our three stations,manned by foreign workers:soata,Cocuy 

and Duitama.Sevetlal other places have been served by Colombian workers and 

many more should be.Many are asking for workers,(foreign or Colombian) 

Some of these places are found in the far larger but .l~ss populated area 

of our' field;namely the plains of Ca.sanare,which have nBt as yet been connects

ad with the interior by railways or high.ways.All jlransportat1on_.excepting the 

recent,regula~ plane se~ice,has been done by mule.Never has: the· wheel of: the 

covered wagon tra.Tersel,<:::'fthese plains as the prairies of North America ,nor 

have the miles and miles of fertile soil been turned by the plaw.A few ·square 

~ yards of soil are loosenea,with a hoe,near the palm-thatched house,where bana

nas and "yucau(a.· starchy tuber pla.nt)can be grown.Here and there we see a 

small coffee plantation or a few oranse trees~The diet of the plainsmen con

sists largely of bananas,yuca,coffea and meat. 

Trips to various parts· of these plains have been made by our workers 

about once a year,for the p~s~ of visiting the older Christian com~ities as 

well as preaching and making contacts in new places.A recent trip was made by 

Q.uanrud and Morek. It proved impossible to contact all the points intended '

due to the shortage ~n1mals for travel.Five places werw,however,visited,. 

twenty services held three children baptized.Some Sriptures were also sold. 
A 

Interest in the Word was evident,and we pray the Lord of the''IiarVeB:trthat the 

good Seed sown may bear Eternal Fruit in the lives of those who heard. 

Space noes not permit a detailed account of the trip,but only these ob

~ servations.In spite of the comparativeJly sparce population the work in the 

plains will undoutedly have great importance in the future,because of the in

creasing settlement and the important roll which these fertile areas will pla; 
•• " J,.. 
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in the agriculture of' the ·Nation,onc.e the problem of transportation is} aol.ved. 

e Lb. :Agu&da,at.wh1ch 1s,-,,'oongr.egat1on formerly served bj_,t~~resbyteriaas~has 

been th~ main Evangelical centre of these parts.It .. has a ,chapel and pal"sonage 

but is at•.present without a Colombian pastor. several or. the Christians· from• 

this comgregation·· have moved farther into the plains to La .·Chapa•, a 'V!!r:f 

promising new settlement with exc:ellent soil.) and p.~ople::·of' &<>.llb"eraL anrl. 

f'riendly; a~titu.de •• who..- in. the1r.s1mp.l1c.1ty of' l.it'e feel~ themsel.ves ·aa- t'ree as 

the ·breezes that; blow across their e~tensive pJ.ains"•·· They/ are ask:1ng t'or &"

worker,, a schooll and a,,~teacher •.. so ..:is -Trirt1dad,, &?.larger place ·which• we were 

not ab~e to v1s1t but spoke to two men at the a1r t'1eld. who were interest-ed 

·and: who had vr1tten1 to Bogota,., reql!1est1ng l.1terature·.and a worker •. It m&J' be 

d1t'f1cult for foreigners·to establ..ish themselves permanently_ in· these pll.i.ins• 

due to the danger of the malar1a;:;mosqu1to and other plague which is prevalent 

during the rainy_ sealon.But with the opening of' this territory for a.gricm.J.;tUBe 

e some change could also be expected in. cr.limatic; c:onditions ... And with the 

p_ro~r scientific~ measures foreigners can exist in the plains •. In -the dey 
· Wa'-t-17 

season· the climate is very agreeable with scare.elf-a mosql,li'to ,butfs~ 

"garapatas"('a .loathsome little creature who fastens himself' deep 1nto .your 

skin to draw bl.oodl •. With the increasing, regular plane servie..e a worker here 

is not as isolate<! from the interior as formerly, •. Much work CDuld also be< 

done during the dry season by two married couples trave~ing in a Jeep.( if the 

mission owned such a thing) •. The women ~ould teach Bibltt in the larger 

villages while the men travel tb the outposts •. We must be :r~rady to meet·t.he 

develppments,which'will inevitably take place in these plains and to minister 

to their increasing population,,. who even now need the GospeL and the soul.. 

CB.re of' the Christiam pastoit •. 

Arnfeld •. C •. Morek •. 
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we are~nJoying the 'Work greatly_ here in La ft~U$.da and the 
rest._ of the P.lains-o1"-~Casl311are~ \e_:have ~en here' since:las_t lla.J:och and 

- and ·haVe ba<l the p:ti~lege· to fellombip_' 'With the people c.ontinuously 
-and to share- tbe-precto·u.s_ -Word ~f Life with them-. Great -Joy. is exper-
ienced-in seeing the,p~ople ~ome-fro.m long di-stances of' a· clay or·two•s 
journey to gather \Vi th others in hearing· and studying the 1iord. of God. 

: ·· Let- me say tb& tbe -.vork out- here · ia not· new. Those of· you who 
have in' the past years read. the- "Celmosa Clarion • hs've· followed \Vi th thQ. 
work and know much about it, J'or the benifit~ot those who are not 
acquainted 1Vith it I sP.aJ.l give some of its history • 

. ·~-.The introduction of- the gospel in this regions really was made 
through the printed •'Ord~when Rev. Chapmsn(of' tile Gospel Jfi13sionary 

· trnioll:' sent copies of. their paper "El aensaJe Evang611co• (The ~1-
ical .iieseenger) to the mayor's of'fice.and-to.differentbusiness--places 
throughout the country • ,;:This· Wa.s in the early thirties. The business 
pl.aces used the paper mainl.y to -yap tne articles which they sold, (this 
seems to be a tr~ic 1V8Y of' usi~ such material, but God made use of it 
for the advancement of ~llis cause) and as many of the customers read. the 
messages found therein they began seeking more of it. They were able to 
secure more literature and learned. about the Bible wbi.cht~ they later sec 
curedand began reading and studying. 

Visits were made there by a na~ive, a believer from Parpa ~o 
had been a cattle buyer in those parts. .Arrangements -were made for soma 
services to be held ~ch resulte4 in many coming out for Christ and 
the gospel away from the error of romani sm in which they accorcling to 
their om testimonies had groped in darkness in utter dispair without 
receiving the help they needed.. Praise God for the Light of the Gospel! 

In 1934 arrangements were made for the opening of day_ schools 
where the children could study a.n4 advance in the secular subJects and 
the true gospel of Jesus as also the ponctitution of Colombia provides 
'for. These schools were located. at different places throughout the _ . 
d.l:S"trict. However, d.ue to the shortage of teachera, it was found netll'fi• 
e:ry in later years to have the children gather injone central place with 
one teacher. Tbis school has functioned. in La Aguada several years. The. 
teachers have always been christian Colombians. 

The Presbyterian ~ssion sent representatives to visit these 
regions. Rev. Al~ Allan visited here several times doing a 
splendid work. · ) 

Vihen Celmosa (The Colombia Evangel.ical Lutheran 111ssion of s. A· 
took up worJ in Colombia in 1937 steps vere taken by the Presbyterians 
to ask the former to take over the Socota (Parpa) and Casanare fiel.d. 
This arrangement was effected in 1938, after \Vhich Celmosa carried. on 
under the Lord.' s gui d.al~ce. 

It was not possible to station a missionary here, but ~ had. 
native ~rkers. And I had the Joy of making several visits~~~Jn 
various parts of Casanare. The missionaries ruanrud and Larson altO
visited this field. 

When arrangemente -.ere made l.ast year for the churches (the 
E.L.c. ad U.E.L.c.) to take up VJork in Colombia taking over the field. 
of Celmosa, .Mrs. Ostrem and I agreed to coote ldth our children to live 
and wrk in the Plains of Casanare. 

We came here in &arch arriving the l8tiil. Transportation Vias 
found to be a problem. You may wonder about VJba.t manner 1 t was accom
plished. These methods were: By truck, train, air plane, horse ard.J mule. 
We were happy that we d.id not have to ~k. Here we have been since~ 
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~he house wh!ch the be~e'f'ers here- ~ye' plp:oh$sed. tor parsonage Wa.s 
lm.der repeir, hence \Ve·lllOVed into the b.oue, ot .one ot the members, that 
or Xr;' Silva ~o ~s' O!le.~-~~ tb.e~-liut~n-,p~.Uars~ ill -~tie .ark •.. ln~~: . .e 
moved into the p~s~n~e,: ~u.t ~tc_ reaJ.J.y_ ~s not ~ea.dy. yet :(ask Dr.~ 

- Syrdal and Rev. Jenson who recently: vi ~1t~4 us}. But; we are b.appy, to 
hS.i!e a roo~· <;»vei:.;!lead ~~P.: w~ can trUly; say 'belongs to .the >Ga.U.e or 
Cllrist an:ci that we do not need to fear that thEL o-.ner might .. c»me at 
'~-.t~e···~.o in.it .. _ u'-' o¢.-_::.-__ t. ., ·_ - . _ ·- t~ -~ j c< · · ..• -

. ) 

As me~t~t)ne~ s.bqye•. we are happy_· to .be here- among;-' these· dear 
people. lie gret)t:_you __ ~~m:tl1em and. a.alc·.::yow.;prsyers .in .1hleir behs.lt. 
There· are -~lj' prob~~f3'~"but ~s ~ace. is :11mite4. we. shall~.riterabout 
·some ·-o~~-the~·e "~f!iometime .::later. ln the-me~Wlile. ant we ;repeat•· _ ebristia't\~; 
·the c~u~e ~eec1s yo~ p:riY•rs. _ hs:s. · _. . _ " - · · 

.'< ~- ~ _ _ Sincerely -in Cbri et, . _,- :: ::: 
t ·.·-' 

Gerhar4 ~tr~ 

.' -·-· -._ ·- . 

.. 
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Veinte de Julio. 

La fiesta del Veinte de Julio en La .Aguada fue un evento suma

mente interesante. Nos reunimos todos los "Guadefios• para celebrar 
.\ 

'esta fiesta conmemorando y en honOl\de la Independenc1a de pesada 

esclavi tud obtenida en esa fecha del ano 1810 • ... 
. Fue esta ftest~a ID.611fest.acl on de un16n, harmonia, y coopera-

c16n a1 salir en desfile Juntos los nillos:/lle la escuel.a cat611ca y 

los de la escuela. evangelic a, asi stiendo ·:t·amb16n los paclres y parti-

cul.ares. 

: Jladrugamos, 1 en grupo, empezamos l.a alborada. Jrartilamos pues 

por las oalles_...toclavia oscuro, canta"Clo el precioso h1mllo nacioni.lde 

Colombia. .Algonos 4e los setioree llevaron sus tiples acompaiiando al 

cantg. Despu6s de seguir esa marcha nos reunimos en la Plaza alrededor 

del obelisco levantado alli en honor y memoria del hombre 4e las leyes 

Francisco Paula de Santander. Se v16 gra~entusiaano por el cantico y 

por las ttv1 vas • a las personas infl12 nciales en obtener y retener la 

Independencia y libertaiL 

A;las diez de la maliana; nos vol"t.tmos~-~~ t' ·~eunir cuarid:o~:·los nifios de 

dichas escuelas formaron en 1U.las para rendir tributoe 4e honor a la 

Independ?ncia, a la bandera de Colombia, a la patria, y a los Ltberta

dores y aDios y Cristo Jes6s el Gran Libertador.Los maestros de las 

distint~s/escuelae dirigieron cads uno lo de su repectiva eecuela. Las 

variae contribuciones a1 prQgrama tueron presentadas en manera de 

turnos entre estes grupoe. 

Se v16 grande man1festaci6n por parte de la multit.ud. que asistia 

a la fiesta, para que est.a harmonia, uni6n y cooperac16n siguiera y 

permaneciera e~empre. en estas vastae regiones de Casanare y Colombia. 

--Gerardo Ostrem 
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La Agua4a' Bo;vaett. 
12 agosto, 1947 

Dear tellow-workera, 

. We arriwd sate~ last s aturda¥ awn thoush ti sot late tor 
us to get to Jb.teno. We thought about putting a telegram tr<111 JlareDo, -.1m as 
that s~ervioe 1s so .half-past w decided to leave it alone. aDd rater and -a 
few words. -

· . · - - We lett Begot& a~ . 7 .AJI, aD4 got to V11ltav1oeno1o an hoUr 
later •. ·The plane- circled around tor SCIIIIit 15-ae m1m1tes at Bogqt;l :to set to a 
-great eDUt hiegbt ,sae1ng there were clouds over the Itt. peaks I and. -it. took that 
long to OCDe down at T'Yiaenc1o again. 'the girls' ears troubled them goillg up 
an4 caU.Dg down. 

lfhen 1n V'T1cenc1o we bad to wait until mar]¥_.1la30 to get 
on our~ seeing the ]11ane went to CU&tta the dq before an4 didn't Jl'l!lD it 11ack 
but C8!l'8 from A:rauoa, and then to Jloreno arterwards. All .mt wU nan U w 
had to circle 81'0UlXl three tmes to chase tbe cattle fr<D the air field at 
Yopal , no at Pare it was. There . ware j tnetes trying to get the cattle atra7 but 
it took that mch ttme •. Interesting thm_lghl .aD! a loDger ril!e tool, 

Several. were at thB air port to l88t us. We ware t DiD& liho 
e;ot of tor La .Aguada lo with these who met the other paaseDgerS too w wre 
quite· a crO\Id CCI1l1Dg to La Aguacta tbat m. Even tbe priest as 1D the group as 
he caJM fraalloNDo then. It ticlclSd us that he ba4 to see tbe large P"OUP that 
went out to met the p.-otestants CCIIlbg blllol:. Not ~ those Who ..- t,o_ the 
air part, but ewr •o JD8.J11 ah1141'en and adults •• out quite a _,.. to wait tor 
us and the :xriest aaw it. I 8Qp088 he ctict not 111c:e it • bu.t what 4oe8 a p.-iest 
like ot tbat which 1a rtlht? 

Now we are back and it seems rather. lilla a cSream that we should 
ha'¥6 been 1n the interior and at ecmterence etc. IUt it ,.. true though was it 
nat? So now w are looking tOl'IJU'd to the caa1J1s or some0!8 to be along at the 
"cursillo". Who w1ll it be? 

We are seu41Dg suva• s article 1n to the P8lJ8l" tcaar.row. Be 
sends it to the "'riEDJJP)", the "Liberal" • and tba ".Torna4a" • so I WiSh to ask. 
you aU to watch for it 1n those papers and tr,y to e;et sc:JDe extra lllmlbers tar 
us too. I ho:pe all those papers take it 1n G once. 

How goes the school? It 1s still 1n session ewn U the 
opposition is·tl'YJ.ng tooth and nan to foroe tbe Oorrttgidor to close it. He has 
not otficia.ll¥ e;iveh the orders ,at but likely wU1 so as to fut:f'U his duty 
but we wUl stUl keep on ani see what happens. Borel.l.J' expects to see the 
Ktnister ·or Ea. this week and said he. expects a tavomble reault.-Yle haj1e he 
e;ets it, and lets ua know at onoe. I'll haW to write him too this n&a!ns so 
this note will baw to be with this tor now. 

There was a scrap 1n a house btar here a sho1't t:lJDe aeo this 
evening and the children came to outr hollse calling tar belp. One had CCII8 hcll8 
drunk and sanething 1188 lost and could not be accounted tor, etc. etc. suva was 
here just then and he said tor me not to go over there but iDStoad he wnt and 
called the oarregidar who took care or the sit'*'tion. Utf, such 1s ltte without 
Christ. 

Well, greetings to you all and we Will -be hear1Dg t'rca you wUl 
we not? 

Sincere~, 



Rev. Gerhard Ostrem, 
la Aguada. 

Dear Brother Ostrem: 

El Morro, March 8, 1948. 

;r Ji~~-~~a«. ~tro _fec~f-~~= ypu~:rl:etter- tegar~;rl~ itie· .'t~~~~t·~fiecf 
s.chpq).L ,clpsqre·~;." ;l'Jlls:~1S: -th,e.',Jir~.~ :l;nt-ent; ,J~ pave, near~ of this 

~~ :· y~e~r, ~-.oUt:- . sh o~,s~ ~tq~~~·~re ~~,~~~1: 1· d~t:erm.f ned,. ~~q~ · ~Jg~~{ ,'fp sPite 
1 ·~ ·orl,th~;; raet most .:d~C.1~tons and mcb: .rea~tion ·has_ ;be:e!l against 

them.~; We: i~nrlst'i<:eep: flgbt1ngHto6.· wt~ tia.1n1y~"througtrJGod' s 
leading and witb. His, Wi$dOJU •. We. shall:. be. with:Y.PU ... ~s. one, in ' ~~:r:r~~~~~~!~~{b~~~~~o t~i$~~~~ni~~ ,~if~ {~{tr~s~i!~n 
where. I am sure we shall have the united effort or all fell
ow missions in Colombia • 

. Plazas is in Arauca, and since you have written him there. I 
am sure you will be hearing from him. 

At present. the only solution that seems sure is making our 
schools municipal. Last year this worked quite satisfactorjly 
as the teacher was evangelical. We expect to proceed in the 
same manner this year. We paid a salary of 75 pesos to the 
teacher, 20 of which was paid by the MUnicipality. In this 
way we bad tairly good control over the school. 

I would suggest that if there is no other way at present to 
operate except by making your school municipal, that rather 
than close it. you do so. Perhaps by next year this condition 
will have changed and we shall be able to go forward as be
fore. We shall sure~y be praying tor you. 

Please keep me posted regarding developments~·we may have to 
stir things up again in Bogot~. It looks like there will be 
a political change before too long that will surely be help
ful to our cause. It has quieted down for the present, per
haps because or the Fan-American Congress that convenes soon 
in Bogot~. but I fully look for a "show-down" between the 
two'parties after that is over. 

Nay the Lord encourage your hearts tn these times or testing 
and trial. Greetings to all from your brethren in Christ here. 

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 

67~«1~ 
(over) 



P. S. Perhaps you have already heard about the Evangelical 
Mission in Gargoa which was attacked by a mob incited 
by the priests. Itissionaries fled and hid, the furnish
ings, windows, -dobrs, school, .books, etc. all destroyed 
as well as ty.pewri ters and things of value stole.n. 

They stated .this was. the !irst attack. Other places in 
Boyac~ are marked for the same treatment . 

• c 



Ea cJV[isi6n 6vange!ica Euferana en Go!om6ia 
Jhe CJo!ombia 6vange!ica! Euferan cJYlission of South cllmerica 

Dear Jlr. Washbura, 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

God 'a peacel2 

La .Aguado ( Oaauare) 
Boyac4, 
Octcllber 13, 1948, 

Row are you all gettbg alo~ Here we are all well am 
preaabg oa for the Lord. 

What ia -.. f'rom your aeet 1o:a of the werld? Raa the B1ahop 
beea teart.w araa:ad over there? What 8MlU e.t 1re17 like h1a dobga has hapJ108d 
here 1:a the tbe alcalde of Jlortao ae:at thll cabo of the arm.r with crdeu far the 
Correg1dor here to ».otity about eloablg tlle achool. 

He aeat the teJ.ecraa which waa auppo884 to have com trc. the 
aecretaria del Gobierao Tu:aja, •.t accordbg to elate it had the tirBt part ot 
aeptember. They cam lut Maday the 11. 1t 1ma order to cloae all the protest
an achoola 1:a hia jurilldictio.. He C8lDI with de:ma.ad for a1p1Jrs the aotiticatia 
wader fbe of two hu:adred pesoa if ref'uabg 8Jid if ref'uaed they would call 1:a 
two witaeasea to tblt effect e.:ad it would be tbl same as aigud sad beaidea lll8.ke 
o:ae eu.bject to bhe f1M. 

We hesitated lettbg the teacher a1p. H: called for ber to 
aiga it, but upoa aeeillg the coaditiou eJI.VOl.wd we let her a1g:a. 'fbe people 
here thea got bay with Jremor1eleallh1ch w have ready to mall to the Procurador 
baabg the petit1o:a oa hia letter to .the Ki:ai.ter of Eduoat1o:a which appeared 
ill the Tiempo laat year Septf. 4. Aad tbe memorial asks for gar~ of what the 
Coutitutio:a provides. fJ.lhe alcalde gave o:aly tea days 1a which his order for 
the school to be closed to be carried out • by the Corregidor or who I am aot 
aure. That would give U».tll the eJid of •xt week, diacolmt 1llg 8\lJidaya sad 
holidays. 

Now I do :aot kl:lcm 11hat will coma out ot thia all. lr 'he 
authorities to whan the petitio:u ere seat to act favorably we mUl be OK, but 
it :aot, thea what? , 

h autbe:atic col$ of what the alcalde &eat is beag ae:at t• · 
the Procurador 8Jld the Kill.ister of Educat ioll h B:>got~. This cow was demamed 
before the teacher aigJted the aot1t1cat1o:a, aJI.d o:ae of the petitioaeera 1a 
memorial to the Corregidor got a certificatio:a ot the Certiticado de Iueri)cioa 
which we have from Dept. of Educat1oa 1a Tu:aja for this year. That too Will be 
seat to the authorities h the Jle.arialea. 

We doubt the uae of aelldiq telegrBJU about the Etter. 
I do :aot lolow just wbat Jaore to say about the utter. What 

ca:a you do about it or do you bs.Tfl'/'1 y01.1r haada full with -your OWJti Let me 
hear e.a soo. as you ca:a. 

Just this tbell for aow. Greetiags to you all from ua all. 

Siacerely yours ill Chrtat • 



Evangelical l\1issions Officers' Council ___ _ 
LEGAL· AFfAIRS COf.lMirTEE Ira E. Washburn, El !'<lorro. Casanare, Bopci, Colel!lbia. SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

---···---
November 3, 1948. 

Rev. Ge;rhard Ostr~m, 
La Aguaaa. ·· · · _, 

Dear Brother in Christ: 

I appreciated your letter regarding your school problem. It was await
ing me upon return from Bogota where Mrs. Washbt1rn and I have been for 
a month. While there I have been working on the school problem but 
with the present Government there is not much hope for any assistance 
in the form of complete freedom to conduct our schools. 

While in Bogota I talked w1th several of your Mission, mainly Mr. 
Olson who went to Bogota the same day I did in the autoferro. I sugg
ested to him that you do the same thing we have here, to municipalize 
your school if the consejo there is willing to give you that help. 

There is not much that can be done now, since all schools will be clos
ing. The thing to do is plan for the opening again next February and 
if possible have the backing of the local authorities so that when the 
Bishop presents his order to close the schools the municipal consejo 
will have to deal with him. In Yopal the consejo did not choose to 
close the school, therefore it was never acted upon after that. I 
think that is the only possible solution for you at the present time 
Rnless we have a change of government between now and next February • 
. lao, it depends upon how far the local government is willing to 
ba.ck you up. Fortunately in Yopal we have a group that is very lib
eral and independent and rather like to shaw their independence and 
look for such opportunities to express it. 

Your move in sending petitions to the Proeurador is good. I under
stand there is a new one 1n office now. It will be interesting to see 
what his attitude will be. Recently I presented a petition to the 
Minister of Education for our brethren of the Christian Missionary 
Alliance and he showed every consideration and courtesy but could do 
nothing for us as he states his hands are tied because of the agree
ment with the Church until 1952, at which time we must make a definite 
effort to hinder a renewal of the Church-State School Contract. 
I am presenting another in these days to see if there will be any 
change 1n his attitude since the case now in my hands is not 1n the 
disputed territory covered by Catholic Missions. 

Personally, I do not see ~ch hope until a change of government comes 
about. If it swings back liberal again there will be freedom if we 
press our ease, if to the conservative, we might as well bend our eff
orts to a direct evangelistic program of preaching the Word and letting 
the chips fall where they will without the aide of auxilaries as 
schools, etc. that we have had in the past. 

Let us pray unit~ly for a turn to more favorable conditions. May the 
Lord encourage your hearts. I know what the struggle is and at times 

----------=----~---------~----------~------~~~~~ 
Assemblies of God Mission Colon;oia Evangeiical Luthcra:1 Laiir; A;::cri~;;.n i•Iisziou 
Calvary Holiness Church Mission i•lission Mcm:onite r.:issioJ 
Christian and llliss:onary Ailiance Cumterland Presbyterian Mission Oren Bi~:e S!;;.udard /tl'ss:on 
Church of the Foursquare Gospel lnte:;;.merican ~1issionary Society Presoy!crian ~iissiou 

U~itcd Bible Agcndes 

Scandinavian Alliance Mission 
South A mni.:·;;n Indian fllission 
United Go,pel Tabernacles 
Wesleyan !lle\iJodist I•l:;slon 



1 t is more that one can bear, but praise God we have One who is 
able to comfort and cheer even in the midst of the most severe 
trial. Let us keep looking up! 

SincereLy yours for Christ Jesus, 

/-~, 0 /) ). ;//': , . 
Iii~ ,G .CV~ 
"-._...../~. Washburn · - . · 
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I Ea cMision 6vangelica Eulerana en aotom6ia 
J!ze Oclomoia Ot:Jangelical Euteran .JYlission of Soutlz cllmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

~~ dt t= f I f 'I~ 

From La Aguada "" have tbe tollowiDg to report, first as to the Jlinisterial. 
Acts, 

8 Bs'ptisms 
4:. 

4 Communioa services with around twenty partaking each time. 

1 private communion service,. for and ~d member who is of poor malth. 

1 Jlemoriaia service for a young lady who passed away 1n Beptembet; 
of 1947 fer out 1n the Plains and bar people wisbed a such service the year 
later when they came up to La .Aguada or rather to S<Dbredero which is the 
out-stat ion where they used to live. 

Then other items: 

The Bible Short Course of ten days with Pastor Jlalde and lliss Danielson 
together with the local pastor directing the studies with good attencltU!Ce. 
We believe these Bible Courses are a great blessing far this -region and :look 
forward to the.ir continuance. , 

. .-!11 

Daily Vacation Bible School with Kiss Joyce Bsrgb in charge 'ctf'-~i:l!!t 
classes in La Aguada and with Miss Vicente Diaz 1n charge in 'tlJ.e out-sta\.ion 
of Santa Elena was again a success. Both had good attendance and. tbe classes 
closed with the Christmas program held in La Aguada. 

Services and Sunday School were COBtiBued every Sund&V"'·throughout the 
year in La Aguada. The attendance was good although we desire:.tbat mol.'e wUl 
cane. oYr desire is that all will 'CCJBe to the knowledge of t be 'Truth end -b& · 
saved. Young people' a Jleet 1Dg (Luther League) was held every "fuesday even,ing -
since about AprU under the leadership ot our teacher of the day school~ ltiss 
V icenta D iaz. Ladies Aid service a met or was helJ! every asher ':rhursday . 
under the leadership of Mrs. Ostrem with sane fifteen to twenty ladies meet!Dg 
each tiroe. 

Visits have been made as o£ten as possible to the outstations and also 
have visits been made to several otbee places both by the pastor as also by 
the native worker Oliverio llora who ham been with us since September. We .are 
grateful for his (Mr. llora's) help. )ley God bless him. 

We also enjoyed the visits of ather fellow-missionaries: namely the 
pastors Olson, Quanrud, and Jlalde, and Kiss Belen Danielson and Miss Joyce 
Bergh at different times of the year. 

The Day School continued sucfesfully inapite the oppositioa ef the 
Catholic forces. We be~ an attendance of about :forty chUdren with !Uss·Vicents 
Diaz as teacher. And _, are lookiDC forward to the continuing or the school 
in t.his year of 1949. 

Respectfully • 

/sj (;, o~t-lem 



Rent & Upkeep 
ETangelists 
Teacher and 

teacher' s ce sant !a 
Literature & supplies 
TraTel (Station $700.00 

Supt. 150.00) 
Telegrams 
Postage 
JUscella.neous 
Freighting 
Furniture 
Building additional 
roan space to house 

Finane 1al Statement 
La .Aguada st.ation for 1949 

Receipts 

* 250.00 
2380.00 

1000.00 
75.00 

850.00 
20.00 
20o00 

300o00 
350.00 
200.00 

&60.00 

Disbursements 

• 142.35 
1734.00 

1200.00 
75.00 

858.27 
20 0 00 
20.00 

259.80 
466.70 
298.00 

560.00 

Balance Deficit 

• &07.65 
646.00 

• 200.00 

~27 

40.,20 
116.70 

98.00 

' 6005.00 • 5634.12 • 793.8f5 • 422.97 

Gifts received: 
Memorials to T. G • Ostrem 

Mrs. Bert ine Skaret 
Rev. lo.L.NeSTig & others 
Rev. G .J .Ostrem' a charge 
Gerhard & Helene Ostrem 

~ & children 
W' Memorial to a person in 

Nebraska 

Paid for correction of 
translations 

Adjustment of BUdget: 

u. s. 

' 40.00 
50.00 
'l3o00 

50.00 

20.00 
i 233.00 

On hend 

Col. 

$100.00 
125.00 
182.50 

64o00 
$ 625.70)J 

20.00 
•••• 605.70 

Less deficit 
Teacher $200.00 
Travel 8.27 

Other gifts received: u.s. Col 

Orville Roisland 25.00 72.50 
Mrs .Alice Hanson 

(To help needy schoollo.oo 30.00 
children 

.Mr.& iirs.LiJ3ergum 20.00 62.00 
(La Aguada school) 

s.s. South Emanuel 17 .oo 51.00 
(Admiral, Sasko) 

White Valley L.A. 12.50 35.00 
(Mrs. Ostrem's 

station) 
D .v oB.s. Joliet, n1. 2.50 7.00 

$ 87 .oo $257.50 

257.50 
To pay tree surer 

Rent &. Upkeep 
Evangelists 
Miscellaneous 

Deficit 
Balance 

$ 107.65 
646.00 
40.20 

t 793.85 
422.97 

$ 370.88 

Freight 116.70 
Furniture 98.00 

$ 422!j7 

Other gifts mentioned abOTe $ 
Expenoe 4n effort to obtRin 

just ice for La llguada 
school 88.75 

$ 168.75 BAlance on hand 

Other purchases made upon arrangements with Executive Committee: 
Rece1J*8 Disbursed 

Mule $ &20.00 $ 420.00 
~cicle 200.00 200.00 

$ 620.00 $ 620.00 



La Aguada station Report tor 1949. 

The work at L8. Aguade Statlon was otf to a good start tram the beginning of the 
year. When we as directors C8Iri6 away to attend the annual Conference the student 
from our Bible Institute who was there continued the meetings with good etten& 
danee. Our pay school teacher was there yet and helped along also with the work 
during the ''f'acet ion. 

Upon our return we made arrangeillflllt for doD.ng some itanerating. The dry season 
which generally is from NoTember to tlle first part of April senes best for such 
trips. One of these, made by Mr. Mora, the student mentioned abo'f'e, tmd myself took 
us a journey of a moilth throughout the Plains. Mr. Mora rode the nmle and I rode 
the bycicle. It was a strenous but enjoyable time. 

The day school opened in March and progressed Tery favorably reaching the enroll
ment of forty eight children under the direction of the same consecrated teacher. 
As we haTe in:f'ormed in other communications, the school was closed !Lay 30 by the 
injustice of petty authorities who had gotten into power. That large group of 
children were thus forced to return to tbe:ir homes to lose t33 priTilege of the 
education which the school would haTe @;ivan them. 

In March one of the graduates of our Bible Institute, Gerard• Wilcbes and his 
wife also a graduate, arriTed to help us. We are very happy for their presence in 
this field. and haTe been blessed and had blessed fellowship with them. They too haTe 
prOTen their sincerity and have been to a greet blessing to the people. 

When the day school was closed and we were strictly forbidden to have serTices, 
being made subject to huge fines if we did, we wondered what we could do to help the 
people. We decided to Tisit them in their homes, do personal work, read the WORD and 
pray with them. We were encouraged to note that even that way results were seen. We 
haTe Tisited the Tarious ple.ces fArther out in the Plains during this period of 
suspence and are conTinced that God will bless those efforts put forth to spread the 
Gospel. What a tremendously heaTy weight to have hAnging oTer one when such forbid
dance hinders and makes it so that ve cannot gather for services neither in the 
church nor in the homes. tOh that the people in the United States would appreciate 
the glorious opportunities they have to gather for worship without acy such work of 
the devil hindering them' 

We haTe had only two communion senices during the yeAr due to the aboTe mentioned 
injustice. Two more adults were receiTed into active and communi<lant membership. 
Ten children were baptized. Two of these, 8 find 5 years, were brought by their 
mother after we had had several interTiews with her about it. What joy she manifested 
that day. She feared that we would be leeving La Aguada and that the possibilities 
would have been lost. She actually wept for joy both during and after the baptism. 
She is one, a babe in Christ, that has gr,own wonderfully in Christ during the trials. 

The young lady who was our Day school teacher taught Daily Vacation Bible School 
during December with an attendance of 16 children. She closed with a program on 

' Christmas Day. Wom.en'.s meetinga and YPLL meetings were continuetf-hrough May. One 
of last year's students Of the Bible Instituee is teaching a day school in her home 
dist:tict in the Plains ~uring Tacation. 

We haTe had to be away from La Aguada and the Plains much this year due to the situa
tion preTailing in the country. But every opportunity we had to be with the folks 
theaoe brought us immense joys. How I enjoyed to be with them over Christmas and Ne¥1 
}ear even though I had to leave my family in Bogota. We shared the Word of God with 
theme dear folks and they certainly appreciated i'ji. MEty God bless eTen the little we 
v~re able to do during the year. 
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I.e Aguade. Budget 
1950 

e fund Budget Paid out Owe Ostrem Balance 
Rent. 2000.00 1650.00 40.00 310.00 
Evang. 4065.00 3308.00 294.85 462.15 
Teacher 1000.00 280.00 50.00 610.00* 
Lit.&Sup. 50.00 73.75 23.75 Def. 
'!'ravel 500.00 263.15 164.40 72.45 

'l'el.&Te1. 20.00 20.00 

Post.. &st. 20.00 9.25 10.75 

Misc. 150.00 82.30 61.10 

Freight 300.00 100.00 2oo·.oo 
8105.00 5584.15 751.55 1789.30 

~-I. (f)Jlo~-



A Report on the Work in the Plains particularly 
the first half of the year of 1950. 

To give a report on the work in the P~ins for the first half of 1950 
e;ives me both gre-at joy as well as sorrow. It gives sorrovl when I think of the 
opposition to the work resulting asit has, om E~ll t:1e suffering both the ~ 

chri~tens art well~ as the others have' had t(} go through,. and also when !'think 
of a11 t:1~ htndra~ces that 111 the vertoue Way3 '-111.,& been -in the work due to the 
situation. We lament the many deaths th~ th.ero ha'Ve been and our bee'rts· go 
out to thooo ~ho l'l're .l~ft to mourn. . ' . . . 

· · . · · · • · ;t:,'Ut t.hen -~-tt; :gtves ·Joy to think anf ~:n;.v that it was p()ssible to <11> 
86meft!'{im.".' to:- ·tho LoM -also durirte that t iilie. God was gqOd to us . aild. we··~ 
His hand at work in no many ways and times. we saw that bcrch fof us :peroonally 
as .well as tor the. believers il.l general out there.. . 
· ·· · ' ' It w::.~ a great' blessi~ from God to ha-ve th5 three nat tv~. workers on 

the ?la ins the first. h[llf of the year And 'two ·of them aimost to tM end~· -I was 
privileged to be there most of the first half slso for which I thank God. 

--0-erai"do "fiicb.es and his wife served so fa itht'ully in the region 
bordering bn th.b ArijS01~o river_, but '\Tisited other -p3rts 3lso. Proct'iso More : 
who wnnt d&.m there in Februcry vros eiso·in thet area o_ while ~rid then:;weilt 
in April io the' territory 'which· bordere on the Guecherfa river wo:dd.ng::tliat_ 
the ::re·st'":of the ytjar~ Oif"le:rio Mora was there doi.ni more of an 1tinerl=lt~ 
evangel ism ~..-ork thro·ughout the whole field. .,, 

I t:..tanl: God f'or nil 'three men. God bless them. 
Durinc T.ne time I ~vas down there I visited tile. various part of the 

field frolil Sombredero to idntt~ de Pa1I11as, and fro.>n. 'l'rompillos to La Cha.pa. I 
worked with ell ti1ree o1' the r;10n mnt, ioned a·uove., and am hapJ_,y to say that I 
enjoyeC it i1:1men3el:;r. 

Tl:e ~:<reater -part of the time I travell€6. and work~d wi.th Oliverio 
Mora. We visit€-'d Sombre-dero, La .Aguada, Santa lUenR, A,:gentine, Ca!iadotes, La 
Chapa, Mira Ma:-.', Pri.I!levera, El MUagro, Buenos .Aires, TrOl!lJ'illos, EJ Borel, 
Guacimal, TrL'lidfld, .Mararabal, El Carmen, San Vicentl3, .Mate da Palma~. Las 
Tigras, Kl Tigre and some other places the names of which I do not l'SCRli 

just llOW • 

Oh how precious it was to g:e-c to share the word of God with the 
people in those areas. The christians were strengthened and edified and to see 
their f irmn&ss strengthened us also and gave us more courage. Others were also 
convinced of' the reality of the gospel end tne ir need of Christ. In the new 
places we vislted we found man;,r receptive people. 

During our t1'i'p we ~naged to catch up to or ware caught up to by 
the malaria. FerhapEl that too was for a dofinite purpose, s::~ in on<:< port of the 
field where '~ planned to stay only a few days or less than e ~~ek we stAyed 
over n month. This gave us# wamderful op,ortunities t.::> testify t<J ltlHny ~o-Jle. 

It cheered us 2fte:r a few nays in this plt;C€1 .-rhen pe )JJle oog,on asking 
us to sing over again songs wef/ had sung ePrlier. Anc also wht;n vr•rions ones of 
them began claiming different songs as their own. For instance one clai.D3d the 
song "El oro y la plata no ne han red imido", another clE:imed rr'&'li vida di por 
ti", ani.1 so on. imd we surely sang~ Cl'ln't you just hel'l:r the -.1/ond.Jl'ful conwrt? 

We had amusinf, incidents also as one day at Don Jacinto Pat iiio 's place. 
He had made a curiare (a dug-out ca~1oe) which W?B not wel1. valanced. One day 
Oliverio and I were out rowill€' on the stream near the house w:ner.. "plmJ1'1Eip'· over 
it \vent to my side throwing me into the Wf!ter. Ano you should have heard ana 
seen Oliverio laugh. But I thought espere. So sure enough, after a while it was 
successful to swing it unexpectedly over to his side cf'using him to go he&d-long 
into the wetar and it vras my turn to laugh. Whila t.hAre at PR'tifto's I elso 
had my first chf,nce to see a ''ra:vn" • and afterwards I s~•w ooodles of tb;)m, but 
I never got stung. 

During the visit along the costa del Fauto I sr.w more clearly thAn 
ever the greatness of the field~ and the need of tbking up • ..-ork in Trinidad. 

,-
1 • , --



• 
,. __ ' 

-L saw .~l~o ..a larg~ \ield fR_r r.iver bQat. work llJre. Andrew Larson proposed :a 
fefl{ ~f).BI':S, ,5igo and I was ~ end have ~en to :Pray a bout tlJe establ.ishment of 
thatr. as .,soon as -e~ndit ior.s :permit it.- - - . 

I ment ionac tht:>t thought ": o the Execut tve .CoJTi;-nittee __ oof'orf\ crtng _ 
_ heme O;t}.;~U,'!'1o and wa~ glad for tbe.ir ffp-p:t:c~F~Lof it and reconrmendation to the 
Boa_rd. And I em gled. for the Boerd' s approval_ to) for it to be taken ,up wh~n 
the cona;t :ions- permit.- • - - - .. 

_ . . We had ;two o_r th~e COII!!l\un{on servicet} d.lXt'iD~ that .fi~ end I ba-ptized 
fiv~ ·._cb,t~dre~ fr·oi as r1eny ·J.ir:fer(:,-nt places out there • 

. ; '0 ;-~ .. ' ~ c i ' 

We prf:'y ttat the Wor-d_ odi Qcd-.ecvm in the Ple ins during- the -pest yeer 
and)dl the pai?t m~y cont inu.e ,to be-er fruit to tl:e glory of God in .r,reatP.r. fNM! 
lilef:!SUl;'e then v-'9 can irr,agine Hila able to cio. We pray thet t'or :H~si{ord,.prnclfli~ed 
thF?~!t?1.l~ alL,our filed-::an<t all Cgloru'bia~. _God bless _,His children, His S('rva:rrt-.s, 
I;is O~US~ :~T!ll ell efforts rutJorth for .the RSlVP.td:on 9f .souls to, ChriBLt.o His 
glory. 

. . 
.... i" 
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Sr. Gerardo Wilches 
Canadotee, Caeanare 

Eetimado hermano en Cristo: 

Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia 
Oct. 14 de 1950 

Los amigos y hermanoe en la fe se unen conmigo en desearles las 
ricas bendiciones cotidianas de nuestro Senor. 

Le ae;radezco mucho por la carta que lleg6 hace pocos d!ae, y 
esbamos muy felices al saber que alla estan bien todos. Las 
noticias fueron malas, pero en estos d!as no nos sorprende nada de 
lo que sucede. 

El , , i' Sr. Olson ya esta en Bogota y me dice que si lea parece b en 
a Uds., y si puede servir en algo alla, el esta dispuesto a ir en 
noviembre. Claro que esto tambien aapende en si le dejan viajar. 
Lo dif!cil es que aqu! no sabemos nada de la situacion &ctual alla, 
ni si ahora es aconsejable que un extranjero viaja por aquellas 
partes. Si estan amenazandole a Ud. por haber ido a Trinidad, 
?encontraria la mis~a dificultad alguien poco conocido entre los 
llaneros que viajara de aqu!? I~s creyentes y simpatizantes 
tambien participan en amenazarle? 

Si se permite hacerlo, favor de avisarnos pronto de la fecha de 
su venida, y aconE~jenos en cuanto al Sr. Olson. Don Oliverio 
dice que ira tambie~, Dios mediante. Si nadie de aquf llega que 
sea resoonsable ~or los asuntos de la mision, confiamos en Uds. 
que los. arreglar&n en la major manera posible. 

~-:ace tie11po que supe de la Srta. r::olores que ella no hab!a pod1do 
poner escuela. .::~scribf al Sr. Ostrem que hab!a hecho los arreglos, 
pidl~ndolo que le escribiera y le aconse~ara a ella. L la vez 
escrib{ a %lla, pero me devolvieron la carta. 

El 29 de octubre celebrarnos la c1ausura en el Institute. Por 
aqu! es al~o dif!cil conseguir trabajo para·las se:::oritas. Yo 
creo que si pueden viajar en esos d!as, unas de ellas siempre van. 

Estamos recordandoles mucho en nuestras ora.ciones, que Dios lea 
cui de y lea 1--end ie:a rica mente.. '-'uchos rec!Jerdos a todos. 

Eu her~ano en Cristo, 



Ea c!JV[ision 6vangelica Euferana en Oolom6ia 
Jhe Ootomoia 6vangelicaf Euteran cJYliss.ion of South cllmerica . 

DIKECCION TELEGKAFICA "CELMOSA" 
I 



PLAINS 
1951 

Receipts Disbursements 

Rent 1090.00 1090.00 

leacher 67~-00 6~.00 

b'vangeliata 840.65 840.65 
Literature ~5·00 ,,.oo 
Travel 952-20 952·20 

Misc. 82.}0 82.,0 

~67,.15 ~~·15 



Ea cJV[isi6n 6vangefica Euferana en CJo[om6ia 

J!te Oo!om6ia OTJangelica! Euteran tJVtission of South cllmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

Repert :f"rom the Plate. 1951 

In giving a repart :f"rem the Flaw a heavy :f"eeli~~g eemee ever me 1• that aete 
of W!J as miesioaaries have beel!l able te go there te take up the work e.,reia •er 
eve:a te visit these areas thie year. We kasw 1'rom eur fermer eellte.ets with these 
rep.:iens that there ere D.umereus huagry seule, hungry fer the gMJpel. They are 
the eaes we se e.rdeJltly des ire te ree.eh to minister te as well e.s te eadee.vor 
te reach these who de aot manifest that huap.:er. 

I e.m halYPY hewever that it was peesible 1'or two ef our Jlative workers te sneJtd 
sem!l time i• the work ia the Plains. Mr. Preceso Mere. A. we:!r there ia the early 
pert of the year. Al.theuAA his visit was •ot le~ yet duri~ the weeks he was the:re 
he had the privilege te visit the vorieus places where the believers live e•c~
agi~ them with the Word of Ged, aad also contact others whe were iaterested te 
hear. He repeirtt!l good rece-ptie• amellg them and many oppertunittes t:o testify fer 
the Lerd. 

Sefierita Hilma Belle was also out there several months, from the first part o1' 
April 'b.atil in October. She visited ~t different times Trinidad, Guaeimal, 
El Mila,qro, Santa Elena, Cafiadotes, La Chapa, Buenos Aires, and sone other places. 
She had a school a 1'ew month from the last part of April to the sevent) or August. 
We are glad flmt thus it was possible far at least sone of the children to have 
an opportunity to study a while. At the exams on .August 7th, which was oral as 
usual, and at the closing exercises at the program that sane event~, there were 
large crowds in attendance and they were glad for the results obtained by the 
children. Both she and Mr. Mora distributed as much literature as they 1'ound 
possible which which was also received gratefully with very few excel)tions. They 
repoi7t seeing firmness in Christ being general among the believers. 

Miss Bello intorE me that there ~e several young people there now also who 
wish to come to the Bible Institute to study. !l.ay the Lord lead in all those 
and all things for those who so desire. 

Personally we have had several letters from many or the christians in the Plains 
and have been happy to note what they write about their desire to go on with the 
Lord Jesus Christ despite the hardships. Some have eXPressed it that the trials 
and test ings have helped them to become better (a'ounded in Christ. They exoress 
happiness at knowtng that ar of our return to Colombia aJl4 are in hones of that 
someone of us will be coming out there to help them spiritually. May God lead in 
all to the p;lory of His holy name. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/~~ 

.. 
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Preaching the Gospel on the Plains of Colombia 
By Missionary Gerhard Ostrem 

The Gospel was first preached on the Plains of Colombia 
through the consecrated efforts of Pastor Chapman. He sent 
copies of the "Evangelical Messel1ger," which he published, 
to mayors of towns and to members of town councils. Many 
of ·these papers were given to store keepers, who used them 
for wrapping. Thus they came into many homes and were 
read with great interest. Here was something different from 
what they had ever heard or read. In these papers were al
so listed for sale religious books and Bibles. Some of the 
people sent for these books, and also asked questions about 
the word of God. Thus the Holy Spirit had opportunity to 
begin His work. 

When we began to visit the Plains, we found many souls 
hungry for the Gospel. Several journeys were made by 
missionaries and evangelists with gratifying results. It was 
finally decided that my family and I should be stationed in 
the town of La Aguada, and from there sen·e the surround
ing territory. We moved there in March, 1947. The Chris
tians had built a chapel-school. We had Sunday School and 
two services there every Sunday. What a joy it was to see 
people arrive early in the morning for study of the word of 
God .. Our home was always "open house" to them all. There 
the. early arrivals waited for the service to start, and there 
many of them spent time between services. But what more 
could we wish f,or than to have the precious souls hungry 
for the Gospel come to our home. 

There were more than twenty preaching places in the par
ish, and it was often necessary for me to be absent from 
home. But services were always held. Mrs. Ostrem and the 
teacher of the day school, a sincere Christian girl, carried on 
the work. Later we were glad to have the help of a conse
crated couple, graduates of our Bible Institute. It was a 
challenging task to preach the Gospel on the Plains. Every
where there were people anxious to hear, and many were 
willing to accept Christ and salvation in Him. At times our 
Colombian evangelist and I took separate routes, at other 

Pastor Gerhard Ostrem on the way to 

a preachinl:" place on the Plains. 

r;mes we trav
eled together. 
We usually rode 
on m u 1 e s or 
horses and often 
had a pack ani
mal c a r r y ing 
Bibles and Tes
taments. We sel
dom had any 
books left when 
11·e returned 
home. On one 
such trip the e
vangelist rode a 
mule and I rode 
a bicycle. The 
trip took about a 
mont h. As it 
11·as done dur
ing the dry sea
son we would 
endeavor to take 
short-cuts, but 
the trails were 
not p a v e d! If 
_1·ou have ever 
tried to ride a 
bicycle through 
fields of rough 

Pastor Gerhard Ostrem with a group of people at a preacn
ing place on the' Plains. 

pasture land, you will know what it was like. Most of 
the tim.:: the bicyde carried me, at times I carried it, and 
again \\·c: found need of going side by side. Many were the 
punctu:·es of t1res caused by the burnt stubble grass. On 
cne occasion, which fortunately was close to the end of the 
jGurney, a problem of repair of a blow-out presented itself, 
since we had run out of patches, and there were none to be 
purchased anywhere. We finally found an old hot-water 
bottle and patched the tire with a piece of that. 

During the rainy season travel is more complicated on the 
Plains. Often we would have to ride through water-covered 
flats, at times in water so deep that our feet dangled in wa
ter as \1·e sat on horses or mules. They have an expression 
on the Plains which says: "Out here three and two are not 
fi\·e." They mean thereby that it may not always be possi
ble to carry through at the appointed time that \Vhich may 
ha\·e been planned. We experienced the truth of that many 
times. For instance, when the rivers rose so high that we 
s;mply i1ad to wait for lower water levels. But most of the 
time we endeaYored to cross in some way or other. We 
\l·ould unsaddle our animals and pack saddles and supplies 
into a dugout canoe that might be available, and then have 
ti1e ani:11als swim across. Some places there might be a 
ccuple of bamboo poles strung across to make a walking 
bridge. One time we came to a stream about twenty feet 
deep and seventy-five feet wide, where there was neither 
oridge nor canoe. The stream had gone far over its banks 
making it impossible to place our things on the ground while 
unsaddEng. Fortunately there were many trees growing in 
the stream. After looking the situation over, our guide be
gz,n to cut poles with his machete. The poles were placed 
on bra:1c:hes or in treetops across the stream. We crossed 
o:' the ;Joles and the animals swam across. 

But s:Jch difficulties were easily forgotten when we found 
people \\·ho were anxious to hear the Gospel. What a joy to 
hear them sing to the glory of God. Often they would sing 
fo;· hol<:'s, especially after the evening meetings. Though 
not all Colombians have perfect singing voices, yet they can 
make joyful n::>i~es. Certain songs soon became their favorites. 
One afcer another would say: "I wish you to sing my song 
110\V." 

(Continued on page 13) 
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PREAOHING THE GOSPEL ON THE PLAINS ...,. 
OF COLOMBIA 

(Continued from page 8) 
The radio served a great purpose in La Aguada. Ours 

was the only one in town, and there were always people to 
listen. Some came for the news, and many came for the 
Gospel services. The Lutheran Hour service came to us in 
the evening, and we arranged to have our service close so 
that anyone who wished might listen to that. There were 
not chairs for all of them. Some stood on the porch or on 
the street, others sat on the floor. We were always thankful 
for the good messages that came to us over the air. 

It was necessary for the believers to start a day-school in 
La Aguada for their children. It functioned splendidly with 
about fifty children in attendance. It was with great sad
ness and disappointment that we had to witness the dosing 
of the school by the authorities. This was one of the many 
unjust acts of the recent government. 

NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 

ties of a long list of other Danish
Americans is also included. 

There are such features as a list of 
the year's books, an account of hob
bies, a directory of periodicals, ad
dresses of Danish consulates, and a di
rectory of pastors in both the UELC 
and AELC. 

From the standpolnt of fine illustra
tions the book has much appeal. The 
cover design is by Elizabeth Nielsen, 
the lady of Saint Peter's parsonage at 
Northfield, Minn. Marian Christen
sen, Dana student frcm Omaha, Nebr., 
has prepared a two-page sketch to ac
company a poem. Dana's professor F. 
W. Thomsen has illustrated an article 
with a sketch entitled "Dawn in Co
lombia." Other illustrations among 
the nearly one hundred in the volume 
are these: Ambassador Eugenie And
erson at the Rebild Festival, Borg
lum's imposing Mount Rushmore Me
morial, the Roosevelt bust in Copen
agen, and the stained glass windows 
in Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buf
falo, N. Y., one of which includes a 
likeness of Kaj Munk. 

I can think or no finer Christmas 
remembrance for friends who read 
Danish, be they old or young. This is 
a vital and readable publication, one 
that will be kept for year-round ref
erence. 

Many of the young people from the Plains have attended 
our Bible Institute these years. Many others desire to enter, 
and we hope it may become possible for them to do so. Many 
of the people from the Plains and from other parts of our 
field are living in Bogota at present. It is encouraging to 
see that the Christians attend our services. They also come 
to our homes to visit, and this gives us additional opportuni
ties to encourage them in the Lord. But not only do we en
courage them, but the testimonies of their experiences with 
the Lord is a help to us all, and proves that the work done 
for Christ has not been in vain. 

We covet your continued prayers for the Lord's cause in 
Colombia. Though some areas cannot be visited with the 
Gospel at present, yet we know that God continues His work. 
He can get there and is working both in the lives of the 
Christians as well as in others. I believe that times of visi
tation by the Lord will again come for Colombia. 

• • seeurtty In 
life's later years! 

We learn early that the really worthwhile values of 
life come through careful planning-not by wishful 
thinking. Especially so with financial security in life's 
later years. 

DANSK NYTAAR is available at Lu
theran Publishing House at $1.00 per 
copy or $5 for six copies. 

havef How much Income can I have at aae 65 f 

-Norman C. Bansen 
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CAS.ANARE 
EW Gerhard Ostrem 

Casanare, land of promise, lies on the east side of the Andes mountains 

and forms a large part of the extensive Colombian Plains. Cattle-raising is 

the chief occupation. Due to excessive rains, the greater part of these low-

lands may be flooded during most of the rainy season, thus making agriculture 

impossible unless ome system of' drainage could be put into effect. There are 

limited areas on higher land which could be adapted to the raising of certain 

crops. The aY-erage altitude is less than a thousand feet above sea level, so 

the climate is extremely warm. Two seasons prevail: the dry and the rainy. 

Were you to survey the area by plane you would fly the length of Casanare in 

an hour and its breadth in slightly less time. 

In contrast to the more fanatical bent of the people in the higher alti-

tudes, the Plainsman is open-minded, frank and less af'ra.id to break with tradition. 

Begun in the early thirties through occasional visits by Presbyterian 

missionaries, and. continued under the direction of a resident national worker 

of' that mission, the work was turned over to the Lutheran mission in 1940. For 

several years we were able to serve this area only by occasional visits. In 

1947 the Ostrem family established residence in the village of La Aguada on the 

edge of the great plains. Their most fascinating ministry there was richly 

blessed. However, adversities were soon encountered. In 1949, our school, with 

an enrollment of ~bout 50 pupils, was closed by municipal authorities. During 

the ensuing years of political upheaval it eventually became necessary f'or the 

missionaries to flee from the region. The village was later burned, the chapel 

and missionary residence also being destroyed at that time. 

In 1954 it became possible to resume visits to the area. The experience 

was a sobering one, as there were many beloved brethren missing, some having 

been killed and others having died from illness and epidemics during the "war 

years". But it was an occasion for great rejoicing, too, as we found the 

majority of the believers firm in the faith and loyal to the Savior. The tales 
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of their experiences are dramatic ones, but in all of them there is a refrain 

of gratitude to God who so faithfully watched over them during' t.he difficult 

times. 

Pastor Gerardo Wilches moved to Casanare in 1955 and is the sole full

time worker in that vast area. He purchased a small ranch which proviQes a 

home for him and his family as well as a meeting place for the Christians in 

that area. Pastor Wilches spends weeks on muleback, making his rounds from 

home to home among the believers who were scattered more widely than ever 

as a result of the -violence and guerrilla warfare. Efforts a.re also made to 

r~ach those who are without Christ in Casanare. 

Pastor Wilches writes: "We are constantly encouraging the believers to 

continue the forward march. Yesterday was a day of great blessing, the con

gregation being organized and accepting its constitution. It will be good to 

have the assistance of the congregational officers and the members in general, 

so that the whole burden need not fall on the pastor. A budget of one thousand, 

one hundred and fifty pesos was adopted toward support of the Bible Institute, 

~he purchase of another mule for use in the spreading of the Gospel, and to help 

defray the costs of the Annual General Assembly of the Church and the Centennial 

celebration. We accepted new members and administered the Sacraments during 

the worship service. Truly we have ~for which to thank God." 

(Ed.i tor' a notes The year was climaJried by several days of special meetings at 

Christmastime, with an attendance of 150 eager worshippers, many of whom came 

from great distances. One member of this scattered congregation made the three

day trip on foot from his distant home.) 



Informe de la Congregaci6n Emmanuel de Casanare. 

L~engregacion Emmanuelde Casanare se dirige a la Henarable Asamblea ~'de la Iglesia 
Luterana,presentande un saluda fraternal y al tiempo deseando que la gracia de 
Dios y el poder del Espiritu S~nto sea con todos vosortraa en estos dias ~emorablet 
de los cuales esperamos bendiciones abundantes que redunden en fortalecimiento y 
extenci6n de la Iglesia. 

I. La marcha de la Iglesia en Casanare. 
Con la ayuda de nuestro Dios la obra 

despertamiento y firmeza de los creyentes. 
actividades sin ningun obstaculo 

ha seguido siempre adelante,con el 
Hemos podido llevar acabo nuestras 

II. Actividades especiales. 

En el transcurso del ~i@~~6 ano desde la cuarta Asamblea hasta 
esta,hemos tenido las siguientes: 

Navidad con una asistencia de cerca a 200 personas. 
El 30 de diciembrese organizo la Socieddad Juvenil • 

Afio Nuevo,con asistencia de 60 personas. 
Semana Santa,en esos ~dias la asistencia fue variada ,con un promedio de unas 40 -
50 personas. 
El dia de las madres ,con una asistencia de unas 70 personas. 
El I6de ~~Y6 junio,reunion especial para

1 
despedir a nuestro apreciado compa

nero y colaborador en la Obra, el Sr. Hernan Ariza. 

II I. Visi tas. 
La Congregacion Emmanuel, ha side ~onrrada con las siguientes visitas: 

En enero nos visito nuestra apreciada misionera Senorita Belva Nerlien,llevan
donos palabras de mucho aliento y edificacion. La Congregacion Emmanuel desea 
para ella las abundante~· bendiciones de Dios en sus vacaciones en el Norte. 

En abril tubimos el privi~egio de tener como vicitante de honor y al tie~po 
como predicador especial par~ esos dias de Semana Santa,al Reverendo Morek, 
quien ala vez nos oriente co~sus sabios consejos en la reunion oficial de la 
Congregaciono ' 

IV. Finanzas. 
La Congregacion Emmanuel cuenta con una suma de $3,214.57 

Gas to so 
Son los siguientes: 

Para el Delegado al I Congreso de juventud del Castillo Fuerte, 

$!66~0? 

Para el representante al CoAoP. en enero. 

Para el guia en un viaje en easanare 

Para ayuda del Internado 
Para la Aamblea 
Para ayuda de la nina Raquel Patino en el Internado 

Total:· •................. 

Que Dies nos guarde en su amor. 

lOO.oo 
lOO.cc 

52.oo 

400.oo 
~200.oo 

~200.oo 

·······1052.oo 



Above: Inscriptions on this 
dugout, owned by a Lutheran, 
say, "Read the Bible ... 
Believe on the Lord Jesus ..• 
God is love." 
Below: The pastor buys 27 
pounds of fish from river 
fishermen. 

AT THE time of this writing, El 
San Pablo (The St. Paul) is little 

more than a creative idea, some pen
cil sketches, and a few timbers (see 
photo). The St. Paul is the name of a 
boat being built, and represents a 
vision to extend the Lutheran evange
listic outreach to the many towns and 
villages along the rivers of Casanare, 
in Colombia's eastern lowlands. Oper
ating from Orocue, on the Meta River, 
we can work all of the navigable tribu
taries, such as the Pauto, the Ariporo, 
and the Casanare. 

God's timing for this operation 
seems to be perfect. Had we gotten 

Left: Dentist
evangelist 
Juan Saenz 
at work. 

Right: Meas
uring timbers 
for The St. 
Paul. Pastor 
Morek is at 
left, Pastor 
Wilches at 
right. 

the river project started some 20 years 
ago when we wanted to, it would 
have been interrupted during most of 
the time &ince by Colombia's drag
ging, undeclared civil war. We would 
almost certainly have lost the craft. 
And at that time we had no friends 
on the Meta. 

Now God has provided his own 
man to spearhead the project. He is 
practical dentist-doctor-preacher Juan 
Saenz. Four years ago, with his wife 
and two tiny children he left the com
forts of Bogota, Colombia's national 
capital, to heed God's call to go to hot 
and mosquito-infested Orocue. His 
tooth-filling, denture-making, needle
pushing, prayer-empowered ministry 
has made him the respected friend of 
everyone in town and along the river, 
and the beloved leader of an inde
pendent group of believers. 

Juan is a man of thought and fore-

sight. In three years he has (by his 
own earnings and the offerings of his 
group) built a parsonage, a small 
chapel, and school. Aware that his 
group should be related to a respon
sible church, he was led to seek affili
ation with our ELC-Colombia Synod. 

Pastor Gerardo Wilches, with head
quarters at Trinidad on the Pauto 
River, a 30-minute flight from Orocue, 
has now confirmed Mr. Saenz and a 
number of his group in the Lutheran 
faith. Also confirmed were a group 
with former Lutheran contact, 15 
hours downstream by outboard-pow
ered dugout. Leader of this group is 

a former student at our school in Soga
moso who has led his parents and 
brothers and sisters to Christ. He at
tended special classes given by Pastors 
Wilches, Harold Olson, and A. C. 
Morek. 

The St. Paul, being built on the 
banks of the Meta by a local crafts
man, will be slightly wider than the 
long, narrow, conventional craft that 
navigate these tropical streams. It will 
carry four tons, will have a study, 
kitchen, and bathroom, and will sleep 
four people. It will carry audio-visual 
equipment, literature, and perhaps a 
small power plant and two-way radio. 
It will be propelled by outboard motor. 
All this is a big order. But we still 
hope to make it within the $3,000 
budget for the project. 

Missionary Morek is president of 
the ELC in Colombia, S.A. 



THE SAN PABLO ON RESCUE MISSION 

1 Floods caused by the recent torrential rains swelled the Meta River and its 

tributaries beyond its banks, sweeping with them the homes and meagre belongings of 

many families, and leaving in their wake hunger and sickness. The majority lost 

not only their homes, but a~so their crops: corn, bananas, yucca (casava), fruits, 

their cattle, hogs and poultry. 

1 The authorities did nothing to help. But, praise God for the San Pablo! In 

this trusty craft Rafael and I took to the flood waters and for three days straight 

rescued people about to perish who had taken refuge in trees, floating timbers, 

drifting canoes. These people thanked God for the Evangelical~ who had been the 

only ones to come to their rescue in this time of need. Never before had we ever 

carried cargo, let alone pigs, chickens and dogs, in the elegant Sun Pablo. But this 

was an emergency! 

1 Now the waters of the Meta have receded, and people ~re returning to its banks ••• 

but to begin all over, for most of them lost their homes. 

"My wife, my children and I have all been very illa colds, fevers, sties and 

stomach aches. We thought the baby would have died. But,~s always, God, our Pro-

tector and Great Physician, freed us from all evil. Praise be His Holy Name, now 

snd forever more! Amen.• 

The readers who contributed with their offerings to the construction of the 

St. Paul (a '}-foo~, 4-ton boat) will be thrilled by this report from Mr. Juan Saenz, 

Lutheran evqngelist who heads up the Colombia Synod's River Mission with home base 

at Orocue on the Meta River. His faithful 1motorista•, Rafael Vargas, mentioned 

in the rescue story, pilots the St. Paul on their extended evangelistic trips through 

some of Colombia's tropical waterways. 

There ere unprecedented opportunities to preach the Gospel on many new fronts 

in Colombia today. Thankful Christians in Canada end the u.s.A. can have a greater 

part in this thrilling adventure by giving even more generously to the benevolence 

budget of our church. Why not overshoot the budget? Candidates for overseas 

- .· 



The San Pablo on Rescue Mission 2o 

service are being turned down for lack of funds. There are many pressing needs 

on the field that can be met only by extra budgetal or beyond-budget offerings. 

1
Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if we 

do not lose heart. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, 

and especially to those of the household of faith. 1 Gal. 6t9,10. 

-- A. 0. Morek 

(Please ask Dr. Andrew 3urgess for oictures of the St. Paul. 
att~nded the launching service and too~ so~ good pictures, 
especially one showing, from left to right, in front o~ the 
Pastor Walter 0. Ludwigsen, Pastor Gerardo Wilches, ana Mr. 
Juan Saenz, who tells us the rescue story.) 

He 

beet: 



SERVICIO Ll 

e.__ CARRERA 13 No. 55-5€ 

' enero lt}16 

PARAa EL EXTENSIO!ITSTA 

1. Evangelista y alumno de SELI'!E, Clodomiro Camargo, maneje. feliz au 
canoa por el R!o Meta y sus tributarioe_, llevando el Evangelio y sus 
benefi.cios a creyentes y aimpatizantes que vi ven en 1 as costas de 
eatos r!oa colombianos. 

2. El ljermeno Clodomiro lleva en au embarce.ci6n drogas parn aliviar muchas 
en£ermedades que el sabe diag:nosticar y ourar, eon la medicine. '1 la 
oraci&n. lJ.eva, ademls, Biblias y li terablro. criatiana. Aqu! lo 
vemos compartiendo el mensaje de Dios con sus amigos llaneros. 

\ l 



Information by Olger Quanrud related to Hildur Morek in Bogota 
some time in the late 1950's .... 

ON DIUTAMA 

December, 1941 - Olger and Phoebe Quanrud started the work in Duitama. 

Sunday afternoon, May 23, 1943, Phoebe, Olger, Helen Danielson and Elizabeth Heerde 
with two Colombian children (Albertico Ariza and ? , were in the 
mission home. 

Three pdests in town led procession in front of the house, the mob estimated at 
about 1,000. The house was stoned by individuals in the mob for about 35 
minutes. About seven doors and windows were smashed. The chapel furniture 
was dragged out into the street and most of it broken up. The folding organ 

·was tipped over inside the chapel. 
Finally, police came on the scene and disbursed those who were stoning. The 
priest and most of the mob had left earlier when they saw the stoning was 
well under way. 

Many of the townspeople came over and apologized afterwards. 

Olger went to the alcalde and said he would report to the American Embassy. 
"Give me time and I'll fix it up", he said. He never did. 

On a Sunday afternoon in October, 1943, they tried again to stone the mission house, 
but the mayor and some police roped off the area and kept the people back. 
Priests were also leading this mob. Trygve Salte was there visiting that Sunday. 
Helen and Ei'izabeth were in Medellin studying the language. Olger was in bed 
with typhoid fever. 

Q~Aruds were in Duitama until May, 1944. Then the Saltes took over, but Trygve 
got typhoid in August, 1944, and died September 30, 1944. 







"Si creyere.s ver.i.'! 

Ill gloriD ck DioS" 

JutJn 11:1·0 

dn8fifufo dJihlico - aulfural 
r/e Ia 

cJg/esia 6-oange/ica Euferana en Oolomhia 

Direccion Telegr&/ica: "CELMOSA" 

September 8, 1947 

Senor Alcalde de Duitama 

Muy respetedo Senor, 

Duilama, Boyacii 
Colombia 
Olicina del Direclor 

Yo, Arnfeld o. Aorck, portador de o8dula No. 14287 R.E. de 
Bogota, y director del Institute B!blico-Oultural de eeta 
ciudad, reepetuosamente me dirijo a Ud. por medio de la 
preeente con el fin de hacerle saber de c1ertoe dafioa que ee 
han heaho en el ed1f'1c1o de d1cho plantel y para denunciar a 
loa culpables a fin de que ee ejeoute la ley tooante a eate 
asunto eiendo que reepondemos noaotroa al duefio por el estado 
de la caaa. 

SegUn los datos prov1stoe por loa teetigosa 

el sefior Francisco Torres v. 
y la Srta. Elizabeth Heerde 

los culpablee son loe hijoe de Joaqu!n Avella quienee el 7 del 
presente rompieron doe vidrioe, y Rosario, eirvienta de la casa 
frente al plantel, quien doe repetidae veces (el 2 y el 5 del 
presente) amontona aecuaa contra. el porton y lo quema por debajo. 
Dicha muchaoha y otrae de la misma caea tambi&n han pintado 
lea paredea con lBpiz. 

Al ta."Rente agradecido por eu etenci&n y au en~rgica acti tud, me 
euecribo, del Sr. Alcalde. 

Atento y Seguro Servidor, 

Arnteld c. YDrck 



"Si creyeres ~el'it5 

fa gloria ck Dios> 

Ju/Jil 11:+0 

clnsfifufo c:J3ihlico - (]uftura! 
de Ia 

Jg!esia 61Jangelica euterana en Oolomhia 

Direccion Telegr&/ica: "CELMOSA" 

31 de marzo, 1948 

Recib1 del Sr. Hans V. Thoresen la suma 

de mil pesos ($1000.00) a buena cuenta en pago de 

Duilama, Boyacci 

Colombia 
Olicina del Direclor 

la case marcada con ndmero , Calle 10, Duitama 

Boyac~. La suma restante, o sea ocho mil pesos ($8000.00), 

para completer el valor de la casa, nueve mil pesos 

($9000.00), se pagar~ ala fecha de hacer la escritura. 

En fe de esto, le entrego la casa al s~fior Thoresen. 
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Duitua,20 ie aayo,l948 

Reifsnyder-- (Oarrera 15 ~~~25) - Bogo~ 

Urgente . 
Oaaa m!a atacada anoche. Puertaa,veDtanaa,eto. completamente deatruidaa. 

Noaotroa todoa bien • Pavor de denunciar acontec111iento y :1 de Olson. 

, .. Mordt 

• 

DQitama,mayo 21 de 1943 

CONSITLADO GEii El.i.AL .BliiTANICO 

Avonida Jimenez.- Bogota. 

Agradecer{ale interviniera 

Mingobierno,Minjusticia fin tomar me.iidas respecto nue

vo ataqQe casa habitacion esta,heles comunicado. 

Servidor, 

Arnelf Morek. 

/ 

/ 
{5 



D~itama,mayo ~1 de 1948 

PROCURADOR GENERAL 

Bogota. £__.. 

Respet~osamente informole:n~eva,ine~pli-

cable:nente, a.ntonoche, al tas horas,atacaron casa habi tacion, 

violaron domicilio.Dirig{me Mingobierno,J~sticia,solicitan

do respet~osamente s~ inter~encion. 

Atento servidor, 

Arnolf Morek 

{ I
I 

COPY 

Duitama, mayo 21 ie 1948 

1IT1JJUSTI CIA 

Bogota 

Permitome informarle: acostuml)rados ataques hemos 

sido victimas esta, repitieronse antenoche, altas horas, 

destruyendo puertas, ventanas ca a habitacion, violaio domicilio, 

salvado vidas milagrosamente. Solicitole, forma corr.edida, 

ordenar lo conducente. 

3ervidor, 

Arnelf =:" orck 



Duitama,mayo 21 de 1948 

MIN GOBI ERNO. 

Bogota. 

Atentamento informole: a pesar toque queda, 

antenoche,altas horas,fueme nuevamente atacada casa 

habitacion,violado domicilio. Respetuosamente raegole 

disponer lo conveniente. 

Serviior, 

Arnfeld Morek. 

{) 

Epler - Oolegio Amerlcano - SogiiJilOao 

Ferez a.conseja demorar a8\Dlto habl811l0a hoy. 

Morek 
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Sefior 

JUEZ PENAL MUNICIPAL. ~r~) 
Yo, Arnfeld c. Morek, mayor de edad y veci-

no de este municipio, con cedula de extranjer!a nUmero 14287 RE 

expedida en Bogota, a Ud., con el debido respeto me dirijo, para 

formular denuncio en materia penal contra los responsables de 

los delitoe que resulten de los hechos que paso a relatara 

Anoche, como a eso de las diez y media de 

la noche, encontrandome en mi casa de habitacion, situada en el 

area de la ciudad, distinguida con el n~ei',p·9-40 de la Carre-
...... . . ... 

ra septima, en compafi!a de mi esposa, Hildur· de-.¥orck, mi peque-. '....... . 
. ; . 

fia hija Agn~s Morek, mi hermana Ella Morok, los 1ovenee Proceso 
....... . 

Mora, Abundio Mojica, Ricardo Montoya y Jorge ~ivas, alumhps del 
·~ 

Institute B!blico-Cultural que funciona en esta ciudad y que 

yo regento, y la sirvienta de la casa Clementina ~atupiilin, en

contranaonos todos ya acostados, tuimos sorprendidos por ataques 

de palabra y obra, coneistentes aquellos en amenazas para quien 

ealiera y estos en destruccion de puertas, ventanas y vidrios 

de la casa, dafios ocasionados al parecer con hacha, y otros ele-

mentes. Una vez sucedidoe los hechoe anterioree y como hubie

een cesado los atropellos, me asome en compafi!a de el estudian-

te Moray un compafiero de este, quien citara, y pudieron obeervar 

que de una de las casas del otro lado de la calle salio un in-

dividuo que en seguida se dirigio a nuestra casa y como el p~r

ton ya se encontraba perfect~ente destru!do, penetro a ella des

truyendo con hacha los marcos y vidrios del vest!bulo, comedor, 

puertas del dormitorio nuestro y )(el de la nina los vidrios. 

Cuando comprend! que el referido senor ae dirig!a a la casa, to

me·en mis brazos ami pequena hija yen compafi!a de mis otros 

familiaree, los alumnoe Mojica y Montoya y la criada, lograilloe es-

caparnos por encima de una pared y faVOij~ernos en casa vecina, 

de la cual ignore el nombre del propietario. Los alumnos cita-

doe pudieron obtener la calle, quienes inmediatamente dieron a

viso a!' ejercito·• En seguida llegaron cuatro soldados, segUn me 
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informa el alumno Mora, pues yo permanec! oculto, temeroeo de 

que la vida m!a y de mie familiares fuera extinguida. Una vez 

el ejercito all!, pudieron obeervar que sobre el tejado de la 

casa de donde hab!a salido el sQ~eto que violo nuestro domici-
, . 

lio, se enoontraba este, habiendo advertido los alumnos a la tro-

pa ese hecho. Esta lo capturo y fue conducido a la oarcel, en 

donde, segUn me dioen, permanece todav!a. Momentos deapues me di-

rig! en compan!a de Mojica al cuartel del ejercito en solicitud 

de eoldados para que, como las seguridades de la casa quedaron 

destruidas, nos ampararan. Un sub-oficial, cuyo nombre ignoro pe-

ro creo poderlo reconocer, nos facilitaron doe unidades, quienes 

humanitaria y ejemplarmente prestaronos sus eervicios. 

Me permito advertir que el hacha conque se per-

petraron los dafios relatados, fue encontrada por uno de los alum-

nos, quien la entrego al ejercito. 

No quisiera manifestar al senor Juez que no es el 

primer ataque de que somos v!ctimas. Desde hace aftos hemos veni

do sufriendolos, sinque encontremos, porque a ello tenemos dere

cho, proteccion de las autoridades. Al senor Alcalde de eeta ciu

dad, en el mea de marzo ultimo elevanos una peticion en el sen-

tido de que se rumoraba un nuevo atropello y le imploramoe am-

paro, memorial que si eatima, lo presento en copia. 
. , 

Nuestra conducta, tanto publica como privada se · 

comporta dentro de los maridatoe legales, como es de comun cono-

cimiento, no comprendiendo por que, amparados en un mandato cons-

titucional que permite la libertad de oultos compatibles con 

el mandato constitucional, somoa conatantemente v!ctimas de ea-

toe atropellos • 

En tal virtud, solicito del senor Juez atentamen-

te se sirva investigar los hechos ralatados e imponer a sus au-

tores las aanciones del caso. 

El presente denuncio lo presento sin perjuicio de 

dirigirme a la Embajada de mi pa!s para que gestione ante el 

Gobierno Central lo conducentec. 
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Igualmente eolicito de Ud. se sirva decretar y practi

car, a la mayor brevedad, una inspeccion ocular para la coneta

tacion de los daffos ocaeionados. 

Estoy listo a ratificar el presente, el que fundo en 

dieposicionee constitucionales y legales, bajo la gravedad del 

juramenta. (Arts. 15 y 41 Const. Nal., art. 8, siguientes y con

cordantee del c.p.p.) 
, 

S1rvase, senor Juez, dar el curso legal correspondiente. 

Del senor Juez, con todo respeto, 

Duitama, mayo 20 de 1948 

OTROSI.- Adiciono el anterior denuncio en el sentido de mani-

festar al senor Juez que, por conocimiento posterior 

que he tenido, diz que el nombre de la persona que vio

lo mi domicilio y cometio en el los otros delitos, res-

ponde al nombre de Laureano Celis, y que, repito, se en

cuentra detenido en las carceles municipalea. 

Del senor Juez, 



..... 

Igualmente eolicito de Ud. se sirva decretar y practi

car, a la mayor brevedad, una inapeccion ocular para la coneta

tacion de loa dafios ocasionadoa. 

Eetoy listo a ratifioar el presente, el que fundo en 

dieposicionee constitucionales y legales, bajo la gravedad del 

juramento. (Arts. 15 y 41 Const. Nal., art. 8, siguientea y con

cordantes del c.P.P.) 

s!rvase, senor Juez, dar el cureo legal correspondiente. 

Del senor Juez, con todo respeto, 

Dui tama, mayo 20 de 1948 

OTROSI.- Adiciono el anterior denuncio en el sentido de mani

feetar al eefior Juez que, por conocimiento posterior 

que he tenido, diz que el nombre de la persona que vio

lo mi domicilio y cometio en el los otroe delitos, res

ponde al nombre de Laureano Celie, y que, rapito, se en-

cuentra detenido en las carcelee municipalee. 

Del senor Juez, 
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Ea iJ'({fsi6n 6vange!ica Euferana en Go!omhia 
Jhe Oolomoia Doangelical Eu!{eran c7'1lissicn of South cllmerica 

-----
DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CEIAWSA" 

Dear Dr. s,yntal .- Aev. Jenaea. 

Grace u4 p..oe ~- Ohr1at. JeeuaJ 

l)d.tula• Bo.yacA 
Ooloabla, s. A. 
Kq 21. 1.948 

' We eho1ald. perbapa have wrlt.tAa 7ou iue4iawl.J t.o t.ell you •t took place laat. ltedaead8J 
~ after ve ca.. baoit t'l'oa •l'Yloe. but. lt baa t.een eo bud._ t.o_ c-t. &I'OtiiUl t.o clo 
u,· vrit.i.Ja& or .at.uqq.._ I •• not. able t.o .et- 119 cluaea 7..WJ"4q or W., beoauae 
of the legal prooeclliNS that. are 1uvolft4 re~_ the at.taok~oa ow hOUM that. Jli&ht. 
we had barely f"allen ulMp when ve wre atart.l.ed 117 t.errU'1c bl0118 • IIF etudr- w1r.lctow 
aD4 the .f'.rou:t. 4oor. both ot vhich wre aooa .--.. w p~ llot.h &l•u and t.be 
vood.work. I jUllped , out of bed t.o eee what. waa up ud. llbat. aot.J.oD we fl1&ht. take wbeD 
I va.a at.oppect 1n t.he ldddle ot the be4rooa by the li'Oil bar troa OM or the w11140Wilt 1fhlch 
.. tona troa 1te plaae by the urnn.o ~1 .. Oil the 0\lteide. atri.kla& - on the ........ 
~.,.. 1Dtl1cUng no 1njw.7. The .re.t place tor the ao•at, ap.laa~ the fl.Jiq 
glue a...ae4 t.e be Wider tho COYore, encl alao eta• the v1D4ew iaecllat.eq t.o" the .,.. 
wu aot. barred QOI' the ahuttera cloaett. 80 w epa\ a tev auiaa. .. aat.e b PI'IIJ•• 
both tor pi'OtectiOA and for p-a.oe to torpve aDCi tout. aa ch11Alra of God UDiler the 
trying olrcUJ.Ut.Mcea. 

ln & f"ev aoaent.a all W&8 quia\. 1'bs att.acUra had apptt.reJ31)- vltbdl'tlWL .. hUrJ1.e4q 
put .a.. clot.hea awer our pajacae and the tour atultct.o eo are et.qiD& at. our hGuae 
alao got. 4rened.. 1'1MA we peered out~ th& opentar.vhl,;h wa oaoe a lleor. to look o..er 
the a1t.uat1oa. Sur.tclenl.y a aan daaW troa a cloor a.croH '\he atnet.. t.hreatea1n& ua 
ud challeA&b& ua t.o eae 0\Jt and. oppoee hila. W. ficke4 up Ape• in a eodple of 
blaDitet.a aftCl .ada tor tho bact yard. where.v1th the 11M ot a 1••• &Ua. JU.lcltll', Apes. 
t.he u14• 'two ot the qa u4 I alll4e our way over the vall lA\0 a ueipbori.Ja& yard 
where we took retap 1D a parkecl autoaoblle._ \w)th tJ'Oil t.be bela~ rala aDd troa tw1her 
aa•ult.. Bu:t. 'to our .,_t. c11aaay• t.vo ot the 007• d.4 not. follow. 'I'M Mnor of the 
tollOWiD& 1101181lta 1a bardl.J expnta1ble aiAce .. heud ~ at.tMbr tareak'»& iuJcle 
cloon aad ab&ttert.r.sc the glaaa ot '\he 41alngroG~~ an4 the 11t.tle ... u..,... •Jdq 
blood-oariliD& ~ ead we ibogght. the t.vo boya ld.ght. aleo han beeR ld.llecl 111 aa 
eacouat.er v1t.b llt.a. 

Tbe t.-vo bo7• 1llho ct&~M with us oyer the vall ran to Uut ua, head41•rten to oaU tor 
help. SOOn tour Hldlere caae and C&U&ht. Ute cri.a1lal oo the roOf ot h1a owa boaee. 
aoro.a the et.ree'L troa our houae. frOIIl where t.h8)' o1'4erecl b1a t.o aet- clOWl or be .,.,_ 
Be wu t.akeA ort t.o 3a11 t.aecltatel.J". thea ooe of the M,ra a4 l veat. t.o aak tor 
ao141en to eaeori. the wo-n to ~ ad to ptar4 t.he houe \hat. ft1.&,bt. ( SlDce the 
upl'1a1Ja& 1n ao..-a allta uadv ...-ah&llav ud there are ao ,.Uoe ._.,t. t.he aolcllera. 
There ta aleo curfew at. 9 I¥J p.a. aD4 thus the -.n .. &lao pUv et ~ that. 
law u well •• 1DvacU.ag a pr1ftt.e ~ Ye eoon eecand t.wo .oldlera 1llho aooo~~p•"'e4 
u an.d we all vent back to tha bouse• looked t.b5rtp Oftl'a aDd to ov aurprl.ee noUWaa 
,.. robbed and '"17 11We ot the f\u'Aitve wae ltnlr»A. !'M upt. aet.er wu ~17 
aaa.W aZMt a pie\un ot the volcuo 1n llexlco• wh1oh I t.nuure "rT lalplJ, ha4 
reoel Yael an aa blow 1n the center. aut. our &1 ..... • and •tchN were Ull't.Otachecl • 
the ni&bt table vbore we bad left~ 1'ho \Ypewlt.er ... atudi.na oaww ••• aalulr\ 
Midst braken glue &Dd pieooa ot the wiDdov tn... aAd ebtlt.i.en. Jlo\ a book ,.. tonl 



or d••ged.• nor ~ f'1lee ta.lten or 4 iapac.4. AcGO!IpWetl b7 one ot the aold1ere we 
went to sH if the Inatitut.e building a.nd the other hou.ee ld&ht al8o have been e:ttacked, 
but all waa qu.i•t and the inbabitante kne'W nothing of the attack until the next. aorniug. 
The Thoreaena have been 1n 5ogotl a1n.ce 'I\tea4ay ud have not ~ 1•'- 'I'hey left 
the boys here 1n lielen Den1elaon •a care. 

Ye ad.e eom.e co.ttee tor oura.lYH ami the aold.ten. wed. to bed pra.,ta1as God tor a great 
deliverance, and elopt. •u11 S'!Ond.ng •• the &J:'lBe4 t10ldiera kept watch in the .ballwq. 
I t.hea 1d.re4 ae~w ·1n Bogotl that h• li1&ht lat.enene vi t.h 't.he aut.borl u .. 1n 
vhatenr VS7 he eeea tit.. end also proc~edecS to report the t:tatter too the local autboritteaj 
• lawyer f'rl~ helping 1n pr~at.1ntr tho 4et&1la ot the caee. Dur1J.1& tha clay the 
al.lthortt.ieo ca.t:te end took. not4 ot all of the ct.aae.p clOD& aB4 :reoei...S. t.be 4eol.arat.ion. 
Toclq the1 have b.,.~ receiving the v1tneeeee ot t.he boya aa vell u of' the rest. wbo 
were involved., thue at.&rtiug thfJ 1n;,;ottt138-Ucm. t'htV .-.very D.10h eoncerwsd to find 
an)' U!lderq1ng tact.ora relative t.O who aight haYe 1natipt.e4 t.he attuk or _paid the 
aeaa.ult.ant. Then are aou, eepecially the relat.1fta and tr1.mla ot the aeaaulta.n.t, who 
eay he 111 mentally deranged am <!14 it in a aJMtll ot in.sanit.y. i'~re an ~ t.hinga 
vh1d'l point ap.i.net. t.hia, btn. $ft1!1 i.t he were ao, h• 1e a danger to the publb aDd 
uaeasurea should be taken. We,. u well as Mft'l"al aelfjhoore... belieftl that we heard 
aore than one penon when the attack vae ete.rt.ect 011 the out.aWe of the houae. but none 
o!' ue aav any ~re than one, and a:pparentl7 01\l.y one eat.ered the houee. 

Yeateriq wo alao had a at.eady stHam of vieit.on who CtllH to eee and to exp~ea thet.r 
eymgatcy-. •~~ ot ~ out of apparent cW"'ioeit.J btrt. und.oubtedl1 -.v with a1noerity. 
All ot t..he iHtlieven oau around,. t.oo, d\U"'in& the eour .. ot t.n. dq. 

Thie JGOmizl,g I noti.tl.ed the Colamb1an authorttiea 1u !~-out a.nd the Brit.leh Consul ~re 
aa advi.aed by our lawyer. He also offera t.o go vUh ta t') Tun.ja. the state capitol. 
t.o speak pereoull.y with t.he governor it we via& to do eo. 

So 1ilf1l\Y r.av'l':' aeked ua why w did not kill t.be Jlll8.n vbon he entered the houee ae the 
violat.1Qil of e. home 1a eo eer1oue in Col011b1a that. killing o£ ~ 1.nt.ruder under such 
Cit'OUJUtmcee 18 not, puniehable. '!'hie haa g1:von O}?Orttmit.y' for UG W testify Of 0\lr 

Christian c<Jnv1ct1ona and the ep1rit of' Chr1at.. 

We han put u, a. prov-uional d )OJ" !roo eGill:lt ole boarde we had. in the ba.ok shed, and. 
the carpenter vho sen-ed in the investtgat.lon. r•a pJ'$Ueed. to start WOJ'k on l~nday, 
put Hng 1n new doors,. vindowe. frtc. l;; t.he li311anvh1le. :he A""f 1a t\&rn1ah1a& a guard 
of two sold iere each n1E)lt. 

'there are eo :umy a.11all detaila which to the believer'• hBert. ca.n on'l.y be tnterpretAN 
aa divine protection anrl which eleo t1lla ue with t.l-~ to our loving heavenly lather. 
For •Dil9le, the largtS window i.:J:ae4ist6l1 be1tide our hed which vaa lett unb&rl'fM!• we 
untc::1uohed. t.nd "the car in the ne1ghborin.g ya.ri 1ftUI unlocked eo that we could readily 
take ref\.lge. Aanea war; p6r!'ect.l.7 quiet a\U"1ng tte flight and thu.8 did not drew &t\Y 
attEmtion to ua. 

We t.ruet you haYe heard personally troa the Cleona reprding t.he att.aclt vh.ich F.arold 
suf.tered in Ia Eapirlt.> ahortl.y a.f'ter the t.~pr1.s1ng b 3ogot.L 

Ve know t.he.t yoi.l are prqing for ua and are conttdent. that e'Ven theee adveraitiffa ahaU 
prove a t#.'stiw:my fo~ the t"Urthonmce '':!r th• Oo•pel 1r. Colombia. 

Sincerely yQl.lJ"8 1n Christ, 



Rev. Arnfeld Morek 
Dui tama.. :Boya.ca, 
Colombia, s. America 

Dear Bev. Morek: 

Board of Foreign Missions 
425 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, 15, Minn. 

:Tune l, l'fJf 8' 

I wish to thank you for your letter of May 21st that has ju~t 
been :received. It took a little longer th.l!J;D. u~ual and we ®p-e_ 
that the interim has not been ;too difficult for you and:· that 
conditions have improved considetably in Duitama.. 

"' :·;._:"-

We are. very sorcy to hear about the attack that was staged against 
your house. I have been afraid of something of that natu~e since · · 
we were in Dui tama and knew .the attitUde of the local ecclesiastics. 
I had feared that it would be made on ,Thoreson's house because of · 
its exposure to the street. I had felt that your house was a_ lit
tle more safe than his. It see~s however that we cannot very. easily 
figure out that type of event)beforehand.. 

We are thankful to God that none of you ,-were hurt. We are also happy 
that things were settled as well as they were so that there was not 
a continued period of ill will against· you· and our other missionar
ies. We thank God for ftis protection B.nd. -.~rust that also this inci
dent may prove to be of; help in furthering the Kingdom of God, and 
hope that it will not be long before we have our own property that 
may be more easily secured and-that the enmity shown in the last 
attack may be overcome· by Godt

1
s Spirit. . 

Thank you for notifying us of ·this event. We have mentioned ~-l~t
tle about this matter in a recent series of news items for our ~~urch 
papers. We were very careful, ~o I don 1 t think there will be ·a.njC 

repercussions at all as far as you are concerned even if .. this~arti
cle were made kno"rn to the people in Colombia. We will keep the~:. ·· 
:Soard informed so they can be aware of the entire situation on our 
field, especially remembering ;.vou in our prayers. , , r-·~-

Sincere greetings in Christ, 

RAS:hh ... 

P.s. I have opened this letter to add 

I am writing Harold Olson today about purchase of a Chevrolet 
Station wagon. We coul& receive one with four-speed trans
mission, heavy duty radiator, with five six-ply tires and other 
necessary accessories for $1665.6o directly from the Export 
Division of General Motors Corporation. We made investigation 
for one to be sent to China. I would like to have this shifted 
to Colombia if you think it wise. Please confer with Olson on 
this matter. 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 
Edited by K. R. Jensen 

GOD TOOK CARE OF US who :had gone for help called to us to find out wha·t had 
. By Ella Morek,* Duitama, Colombia become of us. Arnfeld then went to find out what was 

Little did we realize during the quiet evening what what and at the same time the neighbors found us. However, 
was going to happen :at ten thirty! All had gone •to bed when we had explained everything they were very friendly 
and I sat studying my history lesson for the next day. ,and offered to help. 
Suddenly there was a loud bang on the door! then another Arnfeld then came back reporting, "They caught one." 
and another! Soon we realized that the door was being ''Caught one-who? one of the boys?" was the question 
chopped down wi'lh an axe. Before we could think the we :asked at once. -
front windows and shutte:ns went too. Then there were a "'IIhe soldiers caught one of th~ men,· the boys are fine 
few minutes of silence exc~pt what noise we in the house and nothing has been stolen." " 
made talking and dressing. However, soon the_ marauders "Thank God!" 
came back emitting blood-curdling yells. Two of the four The next thing to be done was to get two soldiers to 
institute boys hid in ·ihe house. The rest of us grabbed a ,stand guard during .the night. This time Arnfeld and one 
b.dder, climbed uP the wall of the back solar and dropped ·of the studentS' went. The minutes ~ere long unti1 they 
way down on the. other side, then puilled the 1adder a- came back because we know :how conspicuous a foreigner 
eros~·. Agnes, Rev. Morek's daughter, although only in a .is on the streets of DuitJama. 
few 1Jhin blankets, was quiet during the whole episode ~ Then with two sdldiers _to accompany us we went out 
except for a tiny whimper when she got caught in the . :on the street and around to what had been (and stiU is) 
branches of a tree while being let down from her daddy's "'home. As we entered, Proceso, (the oldest of the students) 
arms into her mommy's. . wa:3 standing in the shadow of the door to ~Y room, peer

ing out from under his hat, on guard and ready for any
. thing. When he saw it was us he relaxed his vigil and 
, ca:me out to greet us and the soldiers. The next da;y, _in 
"my room, we found our axe which he had secured for 
self defense. -

"-fl'<. 

1 Yes, it was with haPpy, thankful hearts that we made our 
·--r way, even across broken glass and dool"ISI to examine the 

damage done. We were &o thankful 1that we- had the 
--boys with us. Each one, Proceso, Jorge, Ricardo and 
Abundio had acted bravely. 

Front view of our very own school building in Duitama, 
Colombia, for the training of Colombians cis 

teachers and evangelists. 

The ne:Xit day we lived in the museum. The town peo
ple -came to see and many expressed tiheir regrets that 

_ such a thing had happened tto us in their town. During this 
time •the boys stood guard :as the soldiers left in the morn
ing. (They stay here only during the night.) 

The glass, which we ·had to leave all day until the judg( 
; came to investigate, got ground smaller and smaller by 

We heard more terrible shouts. We wondered "Were the many feet that walked across it. There was even ~ 
the boys being attacked? Would they be killed if they begger who came a:nd asked for the wood which had beer 

h h doors! were found?" T ey could escape over t e wall if they 
so desired. The neighbor's fierce dogs didn't even bother I have now found out what itis to be "scar~d" but I have 
us they only barked, which stopped as soo~ as, to · our also found out that God is really able to take care of u.' 
delight, we found a:n unlocked car and c1imbed in to get. ·in e~ery detail. But we need your prayers. Pray that tlhb 
out of· the cold night rain. There we sat tense and unable .-may in some way be used to bring ·the people here il~ 
to rela:x, wondering what had become of the two boys in Duitao:na to a saving knowledge of Christ. Pray also fm 
the house. Silent prayers seemed unable to express whaf _ the pan who entered our house w~th such evil intentions. 
we felt, so we cried aloud to God to help us all. · . , . .J ThoUgh his heart is filled with darkness Christ died .fm 

Meanwhile the two boys who had come along over the him as well as for aU_ o1Jhers. 
wall found an exit to the !Street and ran for the army head-
quarters to summon help. (All has been under martial 1 

1aw since •vhe revolution, so there are no police:) 
The neighbors, in whose yard we landed had beep. awak- . 

ened by the dogs' barking a:nd. came to look for . robbers. 
We did not know to whom the flashlights belonged ~t 
seemed to be reaching their 1ong fingers out in search of us 
_so we ducked to the floor of the car. Soon one of the boys· 
*F.ll:1 Morek is a sister of Missionary Morek. 



Duitama, Julio 22, 1948 

Sermon de Apertura: Conferencia de Vida Espiritual 

--Arnfeld C. Morek 

Estuve en el espiritu un dia contemplando la inmensa muchedumbre subiendo por 
todos los caminos hacia Jerusalen, el monte de Sion: gente de toda clase y ocupacion, 
la iglesia de Israel subiendo para adorar a su Dios en su santo monte, con pasos 
lentos (pues venian de lejos) pero sus rostros alzados a lo alto y manaderos de gozo y 
esperanza. Con jubilo vieron las torres de la gran ciudad y su gran templo. Tenian 
todos una co sa en comun: "Vamos a la casa de Dios! '' 

Caminaba un dia en el espiritu por las catacumbas humedas y lobrigas de Roma 
con unos cuantos cristianos enflaquecidos y palidos quienes habian huido alla del 
furor del perseguidor romano pero en cuyos corazones ardia el amor de Cristo y la 
esperanza de la vida eterna. Buscaban a luz de vela el lugar de reunion donde solian 
celebrar su sencillo culto y la santa cena. Pues, alli se decia tambien, "iremos a 
la casa de Dios!" 

Mire por las pag1nas de la historia las masas entusiastas de todo oficio, desde 
el campesino hasta el rey, acercandose a la iglesia del castillo en \Vittemburg, Alemania, 
para escuchar la predicacion del intrepido y venerado catedratico de la universidad 
quien les habia mostrado el camino a la libertad espiritual y les habia dado la Biblia 
en el idoma popular y escrito himnos de alabanza a Dios para la cancion popular de la 
congregacion. La voz unanim de este gentio era tambien "Vamos a la casa de Dios!" 

Sono el tambor y desde numerosas chozas pajizas se dirigian centenares de africanos, 
con pelo crespo, a la humilde capilla donde se sentaron en el suel~ con las piernas 
cruzadas, para escuchar la palabra de Dios. Fueron a la casa de Dios! 

Estuve de pie en las escalas de una iglesia rural una noche antes del culto. Los 
rayos plateados de la luna arrojaban su suave luz sobre los inmensos campos de nieve 
cristalina. Cercano y de lejos oia acercandose rapidamente los trineos tirados por 
vivos caballos con cascabeles o campanitas en su apero, y oia las canciones de navidad 
por los jovenes canadienses en camino a la casa de Dios. 

Nunca olvidare otra noche, helada e invernosa, cuando me dirigia, acompanado por 
el Sr. Olson, hacia la mas antigua capilla evangelica de Boyaca en la vereda de Parpa. 
De todas partes venian, siguiendo su camino a luz de faroles, unos cuantos colombianos 
que se habian resuelto ir a la casa de Dios en una noche tan fria y lluviosa . 

Esta noche me siento gozoso y conmovido al hallarme ante una concurrencia de 
creyentes y amigos de Boyaca y de otras partes quienes se han acercado a la casa de 
Dios para celebrar la primera conferencia general de vida espiritual de la l?,lesia 
Evangelica Luterana en Boyaca. Pues, esta~os en momentos de significacion historica 
y participamos en el gozo del pueblo de Dios desde tiempos antiguos, expresado en forma 
tan eficaz y bella por el salmista, "Yo me alegre cuando me dec ian, 'vamos a la casa 
de Jehova' ." 

Para la apertura de esta conferencia meditemos unos momentos en el significado 
espiritual de ir y estar en la casa de Dios. Aqui no se trata de ir en peregrinacion 
a Jerusalen, ni en ir a alguna capilla o iglesia para asistir al culto aunque sea todo 
esto muy bello y buena. Podemos hacer eso sin haber entrada realmente en el Jerusalen 
espiritual. "0/uestros pies estuvieron (o estan) en tus puertas, oh Jerusalen." (,Quienes 
son los que han ido ~ la casa de Dios y cuyos pies estan ya dentro de las puertas de 
Jerusalen? Son aquellos que han entrada por la angosta puerta del arrepentimiento, 
que con fe sencilla e infantil han aceptado a Cristo como su Salvador, quienes se 
han apropiado de su expiac1on en la cruz y a quienes Dios llama sus hijos, redimidos 
por la sangre de Jes6s. Dice esta version moderna que nuestros pies estan ya 

... 2 
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"plantados" en las puertas de JerusalE~n. Es el proposito de nuestra asamblea, y es 
nuestra oracion sincera, que esten plantados nuestros pies con mas firmeza en "Jerusa
len", en la roca que es Cristo Jesus y que las personas que todavia no han puesto sus 
pies en Jerusalen lleguen a hacerlo. 

Esta Jerusalen es "una ciudad edificada compactamente, bien unida consigo misma." 
Pues, los habitantes de ella son de una sola fe, profesan al mismo y unico Salvador 
por cuyo amor son salvos y cuyo amor fue esparcido en sus corazones por el Espiritu 
Santo al creer en Cristo. Este amor debe ser la norma de toda accion entre nosotros 
el vinculo eficaz y fuerte que nos une. 

Ala Jerusalen de Palestina subieron las tribus de Israel "para alabar aDios." 
Nosotros hemos venido a la Jerusalen espiritual de la fe tambien para alabar a Dios 
Y darle gracias. Por lo tanto debe constituir la alabanza una parte importantisima 
de nuestra reunion. Debemos decir para la gloria de Dios: "Grandes cosas me ha hecho 
Jehova!'' Debemos darle gracias porque fue posible reunirnos aqui en paz, a pesar de 
la situacion politica y la intranquilidad que existe. Por esto rogamos tambien "paz 
para Jerusalen" - para la iglesia de Dios, y que la Palabra de Dios continue su marcha 
entre nosotros y por el mundo entero. "Rogad por la paz de Jerusalen y gocen de paz 
los que te aman. Sea paz dentro de tus muros!" 

Me gusta tanto la frase aqui, "a causa (o por amor) de mis hermanos y de mis 
companeros dire : 'Sea lapaz dentro de ti'!" Porque este gozo de hallarnos aqui, 
este proposito de alabar a Dios y pedir la paz y el adelanto de la iglesia son casas 
comunes. No existe aqui, en el entusiasmo del salmista, el egoismo por amor de mis 
hermanos. Dice: "Hemos venido, si, para sacar, cada uno, toda la bendicion espiritual 
que podemos durante estos dias, pero recordamos tambien a nuestros hermanos - los aqui 
reunidos y los que tenian deseos de venir pero no han podido." Debemos pensar asi: 
"Que bendicion puedo yo llevar de aqui para mis hermanos en mi tierra?" "Como puedo yo 
servir mejor a Dios y al projimo por haber estado aqui?" Comemos no solamente para 
tener placer del sabor de la comida sino tambien y principalmente para fortalecernos 
para el trabajo y el servicio. Si no resulta nuestro comer espiritual aqui a ese fin, 
sera un fracaso nuestra conferencia. 

Hemos venido para inquirir en las verdades espirituales de la Biblia, como dice 
el salmista en el Salmo 27:4 - ''Una sola cosa he pedido del Senor y ~sta buscare: 
que more yo en la casa de Dios todos los dias de mi vida, para mirar la hermosura de 
Jehova y para inquirir en su templo", Si hemos venido con este fin, con mentes 
despejados de prejuicio y critica, y con corazones humildes y contritos, listos y 
abiertos para recibir de Dios - con hambre y sed de justicia - con el unico deseo de 
acercarnos mas a Dios, entonces tendremos unos dias felices y ricos de bendicion. 
Y, tendremos gozo en ir a la casa de Dios y habra gozo en el cielo tambien por cada 
pecador que se deja salvar, tambien en estos dias. iOrernos para este fin! iVamos~a 
la casa de Dios! Marchernos en las filas militantes de la iglesia aqui en este mundo. 

iLuchernos, hermanos, por la gran herencia de fe que tenernos oor Jesucristo.Y para resca
tar a nuestros hermanos del fanzal de pecado.! Vamos despu~s a la casa eterna de El, 
en la iglesia triunfante, donde veremos cara a cara a nuestro Redentor y Capitan de 
nuestra fe, Jesucristo! Amen. 



..Ca ~isi6n 6vange!ica ..Cu!erana en Colombia 
Jhe Go!om6ia 5vange!ica[ Euferan .Jrlission of South dlmerica 

Dear Co-workers in Christ, 

D!RECC/ON TELEGRAFICA "CELM.OSA" 

Duitama, Boyaca 
September 6, 1948 

The letter which you hold ii1 your hands has three reasons for existing. One is to 
try out the nE. w mimeograph which the l4ission has bought for its use and that of 
the Institute. It is an A.B.Dick with enclosed drum, automatic inking, automatic 
paper feed, and counter. The first one they sent us from Bogota had been damaged 
in shipment from the States, the one side apparently jammed in slightly so that 
when the drum was ~ounted it;would not revolve. La Librer!a Voluntad kindly sent 
out an ex?ert as we aid not want to "monkey" and thus interfere with the guarantee 
on the machine. After he had worked half a day he came to the sa:ne conclusion as 
we that the :nachine Nas bent. So they have now sent us the second one which we 
assembled today and by all a;pearances it is in perfect working order. It feeds 
the paper beautifully but as to the finished job we will not know until the present 
letter is duplicated. It cost $650 (pesos) which at the present rate_of exchange 
is not a bad price for a :nachine of its type. 

The second reason is to solicit your prayers for a special week of meetings in 
Duitama. It will be a spiritual emphasis week for the Institute with special 
evangelistic meetings for the public in the evenings. We arc praying that it 
might•be possible to obtain a hall down town ~~d that Rev. Lloreda might be our 
speaker. 1_'/e believe that many woult" drop in to hear a good "conferenciante 11 in 
a hall who otherwise would not be seen entering an evangelical chapel. Thus, it 
would not be a service with hymns, prayers, etc., but only music and the speaker 
(introduced by a Colombian believer). If we ca:mot find an individual brave 
enough or independent enough to rent us a hall, ~e ~ay have to have the services 
in the Institute or in the open air on tne lots, using public address system. 
Perhaps we can borrow the public address system which the mission in Sogamoso has. 
We hope to have these ~eetings sometime during October, depending on whether and 
when Lloreda can come. 

And the third reasop.s We would like to have your suggestions as to ho\·l we are to 
collect subscriptions on the 11Voz 11 • ;ve l:ave now EIGHT paid subscriptions. Do any 
of ~'ou ~en in the stations ever boost the "Voz"? Re:nember, it is yours and is 
always 11a la orden" as a .nedium of expressing those good ideas \'lhich you have and 
which you feel are lacking in the 11 Voz 11 • 

When this reaches you, you will perhaps have heard the good news of Valborg 
Torkelson 1s visa being authorized. We certainly praise the Lord for this. Greetings 
to all of you in Jesus 1 Name, We hope to see you at Conference if not before. 

Yours in Him, 

Arnfeld 



/ . 

Rev. T• Bancroft Reifanyder 
B!Jgota 

Dear brother in Christ, 

Dui ta.ma... Boyac'
Ootober 5, 1948 

Greetings to you, Mr-s. Reifsnyder and David from all of us here. 

I was about to send the enclosed papers to the American and British Consulates 
but since the Senora Dominga is leaYing for BogotA in the morning 1 asked her 
if she would be so kind as to bring t.hem to yw. and thus they will perhaps 
reach t~eir destination more quickly and be ~Jre to get there. 

I understand that you have had to decline a lot of the services that other 
missions have been piling on you as a go-between in Bogota, and qui t.e justly BOJ 

therefore, I am sorry to bring this matter also to your attention, but the 
contents of these complaints to the Ocmaulates ~e self-explanatory end of some 
urgency, uo we would be very grateful it you would find time to present them 
to the respective Consulates ~diately, if' possible. 

We had expected to go to Bogota todq but because of the occurrences during the 
weekend our work on the "Voz wterana • was del~d and we do not have it ready 
to go to pres&J therefore, we may not go in for some d~s yet. 

We were very DUch pleased with Mrs. ()a.rz6n •s message in chapel this morning, 
and they 'tell me that twenty-six (including misaionaries and maida) came out for 
the meeting this afternoon a.nd enjoy-ed her talk very moh. 

Thank you for your ~nd letter regarding Valborg Torkelson's permit which I 
forwarded to Harold Olson, and for all that, you have done tor us in the past. 

I noticed a. few gramatioal errors in the complaint presented to the local mayor, 
of which I am ashamed, but I will leave the copies untouched as the original 
was so presented. 

Very gratefully yourr::, 

Arnfeld o. Morek 

Enclosures - 4 



.. Si creye;·es ver.i,< 

/, glori11 de Dio~· 

Juan 11:+0 

American Vice Oonsul 
American Embassy 
Bogota.. Oolo.mbia 

cJnsfifufc JJiblicc- Cultural 
de Ia 

clg!esia &vange/ica Eulerana tm Oclombia ____ .... __ 

Direccion Telegrd/ica: "CELMOSA" 

Du1 tama. Soya.c! 
October 4, 1.948 

Duii1>1111J, &yacii 

Colombia 
0/id~UJ del Diredo; 

You will recall your kind interYent.ion on beb&lt" of the :wthsrrs.n Mi.a&ion 1"01.' pro
tootion against a ~ a.tt.a.ck reported. to the ot"f'ioe of the Dri tish Oonaul 
b-om '1\inja. by telephone the .first or AJ;;ril, J.Sl48. (Ac.co.rdi.Dg to int'QI"-.tion 
reaching u.s la.t.er. the int.entiona would really have been carried. out had the 
authori 't.iea not in'tervened. J 

It ha.a ~a.in beeOllle neoeesary to a.dviee ycm or"' cert.ai11 bap~e whi.oh now have 
acowrul.at.od quite a. hi.atory, and we ehall begin wi i.h the at ta.ok on our holle the 
19th of' ,_,. 'l'hi• event t.oak r•la.ce e.bout l0f30 a.t· night att..or w• bad retired. 
1he front door and window• were completely emashedJ in t"uts turmad. to kindling • 
Later tlie at:t..a4ker (we eaw only ems) ent.ered the house and we tled wi.'Ul olU' child 
over a vall by aean.a of' a. ladd.er into f.\ n.ei.ghborl.ng yard. While in t.h& hou.se the 
intzru.d.er fi!{JUhed all of' t.he gla.aa in the -....t.!bulo • and ..vera.l in&id.e ctoore 
le.,U.ng t.o bellrooma, most of the glas• ot the dWng rOGDl, JGirrore, pi.oturee, 
Ugbt. .-t.er, et.o. !he inc14ent was ilmu4iately reporle4 t.o t.he 4r'flly who o&ptured 
the individual and -the :tollowing d.q investigation was -.d.e by tJ1e local court, 
the aeeaul:~t. hing cUitained. tor "viola.ci&n cle domioilio • entl olaiaa 1-44 aga.ilurt. 
him !'or _'thfl claJ~age d~ according to the oetilBa.t.e ma4e lty experU of~ local 
cO\tr'\1 which ataOWlted ~ OYeJ" tft.OO.QO (pesoa) beaid.es ~ '• t'eee· I UDdere'tand 
that. the individual i~ nill detai.ned by the auth&ri tiee 1n BogOta einee hie 
defendants affirm that he is :i.neene. !be matt-e: has gone to the higt.r court in 
Sant.a. Rosa lmt .._ t.o have tM no aot.ion as J'Vt• 

On SUnday. the 12th o~ September. • wite, child and 1, together wit.h three boys 
ot tho lecal Bittle Institute of which I am director, vent tor e. hike on the highway 
-to SG&8.1110S0 ancl in a. Yfll7 casual a.rld pr\.td.ent V83 distributed Gospel portions and 
.. few .ii.'ftngelioa.l .. vacta to· individual• vhe geet.ed aLd. eeellled. -t.o show -interest. 
(I might aq bore in pQ'en-theaia that l a.m sure it is not necessary t.o assure you 
that. our work ie a.l~ carried on in a vory rositive a.nd r-;rud.ent. W&¥ without any 
attack on t.he dominant. religion o!' tho l&.M.) Iteturning to town a. tca:t.ica.l woman 
t:rom the cou.nt.ry -tollowed ua shrieking out at the t-op ot her yoioe .talse a.cousatione 
that we were Oo'Wuli eta from Rusaia. and enemies ot Colombian religion and law, as 
she a.tf'irmed. she wa.o told b7 the local prieat. Sh.o auooeed.e4 in atirriiJg ur men 
returning trom the market. a,gllinet us arid esJAOially against one Of t.he young men 
of' tlw Insti tut.e with vhola I he had taken issue. He had to :rlee tor his li.fe, 
pu.r•wad b,y two or three men armed. with oluba, and finally by a mob or what he 
oaloulate• to be f'rom ,0 t.o 50 ignorant and enraged individual•· He t.ook re~e 
in a private hoafte to eave hie li.fe, barring himself in one ot" ~ rooma until the 
arrival or I;>Olice. He wa.a thtm faloely accused of "viola.oi!m de d.omic111o 11 at1d 
detained tor three day-s in the local J.lriaon (incommunieated.). I ~ a.dd bore alao 
that the morning :tollowin$ hie arrest when I went to the l olice Inspection to 
secure the boy 1s ri'\'lease I wa.e told that. the 'ooy had been distributing t.van£~elical 
literature~ •someth.i.ng we do not rermit here". Tlue laBt eta.tement 1a, however, , •• ?-
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entirely contrary to SJ.lY' attitude hitherto expres~,ed by authorities here. The 
mayor, Teniente (]a.liano, haa rereatedly asaured us that we ll!l.ve all rights to pro
fess and practice our religion jx, the peaceable way in which we do, and has assured 
us of' protection. The ea.me sta.temeni:. hs.s been rereated. practically word far 
word by military a.uthoritlee and exr-ressed by JW:ny citizens and friends in 
lJUitama who have tnanii'eeted regret ~·or the U£"'lcalled-±'or assaults against the 
i'roteetants in thie town. ~As you note :Prom the herein-mentioned facts, these 
har.cenings have·'a way o·' occurring at houra when t}1.ere are no authorities on hand 
or on such days aa Elunday when ooJ!Da.ndin; o:rfioialr, are not. on duty. 

Ua.vi:t:t.g succeeded in atirrin~r, UI: the Dlei> againc.t the boy ment.ioned (l·roceao More.), 
the woman :followed us ri;;ht i.nto th£ center oi" tow vehemenelltly shrieking out 
her acounations which reaul ted in t.he tbrmring of stones, and one individual 
drew his knife threateninc; me., but tui.ng him with t.he ohild in 11\f aJ.·me, be withdrew. 

'!Wo weeks later~ the 26th ot September, at. llbG't..~ 4t00 in the morning when people 
were c~ in rer early Iinse, the Inntit.ute building, mission }-roport.y, was 
stoned from the street.. ~rtunately, the buildi:ng is back f'rom the street eom& 
yards so that it waa not }>OSSible to throw atones or an;r great size. Nevertheless, 
:many of the wind<»ts were broken, some of' the fram&e damaged, and ms.rw holes mad& 
in the plaster of the wall. 

Yeeterda.y, t.he }d. of" Getober, at the same hour or the morning, we uere rudely 
avakened by a dea.tening cra3h when a volley or atones, apparently throtm by 'two 
or more individuals at the same instant, or-a.shed &.o"1rlnst our Louse. 'tile glass 
in t.wo windows were sm.ehed and one of' tLe atones, which I estimate to weigh 15 
pounds~ crashed throu~h the wooden pamel or the abutter, stz-iking; aga.imrt I9' 
off'iofl! desk. 1h.e individuals had disap1'eared before we and nei3hbore could 
appear on the street.. v'll& of tb.e lat.:ter-mentior~ed individuals itJ a local crimi:tl&l 
judge who had just returned £'rom a elub dance and went out to the at.reet ittmed1ately 
!"rom a nei.ghboring houae in effort to investigate, but su no on.e. 

At about 5t 00 in the a.f'ternoo.n (Ocrt.o~er :; } three lady missionarien, }lise ffelen 
Danielaon, I>iLas Belva Nerlien, and Mise Joyce 9ergh (t.he first. two u.s. citizens, 
and the third, canadian oitizen} were attacked on the street-s ot DUitalna by an 
individual who hurled at them at~i! o£ cou.sidera.ble size succeedir.i.g in striki~ 
l<tl.es Daniele on ru1.d 1f.isa I:er lien with some of them. A. :Jolombi:n• gentleman intervened 
an.d I•roteot.ed theuf, preVS!lting; the pursuer f"rom doin;_; further harm., a..tl.d. escorting 
thelll to safety. TI-J.s last c':tse will be reported todq before local authorities 
since said gentleman knwe the name or the a.sse.ultant. 

Let.at night, when reporting the-se matters to the e.rcy lieutenant ln c.harge bere, 
he expressed I~nch indigmd,ion against such :vrooedures, a:t'.''f'irming do:f'ini tely the 
right or the !I.Vangelieals to profena and fractioe their :f'ai t.h ar:.d that the 
preaching of the roa.rish rrient, which he a..l."rirLtad was abominable and violorrtly 
a:nt1·i·rotestant.., was rea} .. ·onsible f.or these things. )'}-om "Ulis you oar1 conclude 
that it le not n&oesear.r that t.here be a standing army in a.d tame. to maintain 
our ~aci:ric rightaJ merely tha.t just fl:t"'a~sure be made 1;o bear throu,gh the right 
channels upon ind.i.vid.uale who are usurping power not belonging to their sphere 
o:t a.oti viti es and violating the V#!lr:f CJone.U tution of their owr. country. Heverthe
lesa, tnare vigiltmoe could be desired. A. l'atrol of' t,.\;r8'& eoldiera ie kert on 
duty through t::,e r.:treett3 but such aots as the a.hove-ment.ioned a.r9, o~ course, 
oommi tt.ed when tho atrol is at a r>.."\fe d istanoe. 

I I I 3 



American Vice Oonsul October 4 • 1948 

The hous~\ in which the afore-:mentioned ladiee~ive is also mi.snion I-roperty, and 
judgin3 ~m the sequence of' eventa, mi~ht be the next objective or attack and 
perhar.e ~n.' lino for such next GundAv• 

. I -v 
\ \ 

Benidea t 1J£tsa acts of violence, we are the victims or verbal in.sul ts whenever ori 
the streets., but it should be said that the is .not done b: the better class of' 
Jolomhiana. 

We do not hide t.he l"a.ct that we are Hving under some danger each dev and :for tbat · 
reason would Ainoerely appreciate it if you. would i~1tervene firmly and i.mmed.iately 
with the hi.~her civil (and perhat:s ecclesiaetioal) aut.horitieo of the nation. 

'n1ia &a;ue :i.nrormation is also heir.g referred to the U.':.:. Oonsul. Enclosed you 
will :t~d a eopy or the f'orr.aal oomplaJ,nt ma.le t.o the .!D81'0r of Dui ta.ma. 

I my-self am a O':.mad.ian citizen, but the majority of the missionary etatr in DuitSlm. 
is American. 

/ 
I 

·"" "~/• . , ()'¥/ ., u. J \ 



Dui t.ama., Boyaca 
5 de ootubre, 1948 

Senor 
Alcalde liulicipal de Duitamaa 

Yo, Arnf'eld o. lilorck, de naoionalidad canadiense, mayor de edad, y 

portador de la cedula No. 14267 R·E·, expedida on Bo~ot.9., respetuoeamente hago 

llegs.r al oonooimient.o del Seiior Alcalde loe eiguiente8 atro:>elloet 

Ademae del ataque (y violaci&n de domicilio) cometido por Lauriano Oelis 

el 19 de mayo que tue deolarado verbalmente en la. aloald!a de Dui tams. y denunoiado 

ante el juzgado de eete municipio, han sucedido nuevoe actos de violencia contra 

miembros de la couunidad evangelioa de Dui tama. 

El 12 de oeptiembr&, 1948, cuando el Seflor l'roceso Mora repart!a unas 

porcionee de las Sagradas Escrituras y f'olletos cristianoa, .fue ,ereeguido por 

personaf.! f'anatioas y apasiona.da.e y se vio obligado a retugiarse en una casa parti; 

cular )'ara sa.lvar la vida, lo eual resulto en que el Sr. }bra rue detenido incomQni-

cado en c8.rcel desde esa tar4e al mi.ercoles siguient.e a mediod!a.. 

E1 as de eep~"iembre, como a las 4t00 de la mafia.na f'ue apedreado el 

edif'icio del Insti tuto B!blico-Ou.l~ura.l en la Oalle 11. Varios vidrios .fueron 

El 3 de octubre a las mismas horae de la maiia.na. bubo un violento apedreo 

de mi casa de habi ta.cion en la Oe.rrera 7a, ~'9-40. Los vidrios de doe ventanas 

fueron rotoe y una piedra de caloulado peso de media arroba rompio el tablero de 

la ventana. y dio contra un mueble. E1 Sefior Alvaro .({incon y uno de los jueces 

penales, el Sr. Julio Enrique ¥.10gollon, salieron inmediat.amente de una ca.sa vecina 

a la calle, pero los atacantee ya hab!an desa~arecido. Dimos aviso inmediatamente 

al ejeroit.o y la patrulla llego a la ca.sa como a las 6aOO (doe horae despues del 

ataque ), y se dio cuenta de los dafios. 



Como a las cinco de la tarde del mismo d!a fueron v!otimas de violencia 

en plena calle las senoritas Helen .l)lnielson, Belva Nerlien, y Joyce Bergh, atropello 

que se denuncia apar't.e, ante el $eiior ~oalde. 
; 

No ee por dem&e haoer eonocer al qefior Al~alde que eomos eonstante~~nte 

' v!ctimas de ineul toe y groser!a.s euando estemos por las calles. Lament.amos que 

nos vemos obligados a denunciar estos aetos cometiaoa por personae apaeionadaa e 

ignorantes de ls. realidad de nuestra te y conduct&, y por lo tanto son, en sentido 

moral, menos responsables que los que lee intunden el odio contra lott evangelicoa 

y lee ensefian que somos, IIQomuni.stas de Rusla que han venido a conquiat.ar •, 

'mini stros del diablo •, "enemigos de la Sand sima. Virgen •, etc. ( unos de los 

nuohoe arriba-roencionad.oe ineultos de los cuales eomos dlariament.e v!ct.ima.s. 

Con el nayor gusto nos cometer!amoa a una insr~eocioo de las autorldades 

que ellas averigUen si haya en noeotros o en nueetra ensefianza o practica alguna 

cosa en pugna contra la constituoian o la moral criatiana, o si hays. sido at.aquee 

verbales o violentes en alguna. fora. contra la religion dominant.e del pa!e. 

Pedimos respetuosamente una inveetigacion cabal de los aqu! mencionadoe 

aucesos y la actuacion de las autoridades a fin de que los evangelicoe de est.a 

ciudad, Qolombiano~ tanto como extranjeros, puedan pro~eaar y praotioar la ~e y 

la religiOn de. au canaoiencia y vivir en tranquilidad. 

Ad.emas advierto que es nuestro deber avlsar a los coneulad.os Bri~cos-

Y l~ort.eamerioanoa de_l peligro f'!sico en que vi vimos act.ua.lmente. Hacemoe eeo 

dando debido reconooimiento a la e:N.eaz .a.ctuacian de las autoridadee colombianas 

en oca.sionee pa.sadas. 

Del seiior Alcalde, Atto. y s.s. 

Arn~'eld c •. Horck 



URGENr.e ,...._ 
· Bogota 
~ubre 1948 • 

.,._ a ."!._?- - "' . Morek 
Cas a Evang~lica 
Duitana 

' ~- ¢. ... ., 
,.._t 

·' ~ [-{ 
: ~ 0 

! ~ r;. 
N~ pareceme prudente presentar ~priales 4P 

f·&~ .. ·~ 
Habl~'hoy con ministerio gobi ~- y habl~ jon gobernador. 

Nos ofr.ecen garantias. Si UO,~ ~ .se prese~ten, 
memoriales, arreg1e conducto. Saludos. Dios\ amparelos.' 

Cra. 15 #33-25, L.c •• 

r.torck 
Celmosa 
Duitame.. 

URGENTE 

URGENTE 

. . ' 
Rei f"snyde-r 

f1,~G 
/"' 

Bogota, 8 de octubre 1948. 

Gobernedor P-ntel"ado of'J"ecer crl"eglar asunto. 

El sugiere Usted se entreviste con e1 en Tunja. 

Salndos. 

Thomas Bancroft Reirsnyrter 
~.F.. 14211, Bogota. 

-L.C •. 

-----

Reifsnyder. / 

-
' .. 
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My dear Mr. Morek, 

/ 
Apartarlo 35, Bogota. 

October 8, 1948. 

I received your "mer.1oriales". Perhaps you know I nersonally 

am in favor of dealing directly w"'_th the Colombian r;overnment 

regarding these matters. I talked vdth Capitan Calrlero'n, Ech:md(a's 

Milita-ny 8ecretary, and he sa:hd that he would speak to Echand{a 

an3lto the (Jovernor of Boyac~, who was in Bop:ot~ at the time. Con

sequently I sent you the telegram yesterday afternoon.(enclosed copy). 
the 

This morning I saw/Captain again ~aifl and he told rne that the 

Governor had promised to see that the matter was taken care of. The 

Governor himself,also,sug.""ested an interview with him in Tunja , 

whenever yo~1 find it convenient to go there. The Governor has already 

ret11rned to Tunja. Upon learning this I sent you another telegram 

(copy enclosed)o 

The Captain suggests that you keep me informed as to the measures 

that have been taken to ~i ve you protection, in orderythat the" Ministeri· 

d 1 ~ b. " k h b d e _ro ;_erno may now w at further needs to e one. 

Naturally , I have not tuT'ned your nmenoria:ks 11 over to the 

Consulates 9 'That shall I do with them? 

Regards and best wishes to all, and may our heavenly Father 

seem very near an<'l may His protecting Rrms enfolcl you all in these 

difficult days. l''ilrs. Reifsnyner jo:i.:ns me in these wishes. 
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Bogota, octubre de 1948. · 

Alcalde 

Duitama. 

Misi6n Evang~lica de Duitama qu~jase domin-

go madrugada ·vol vieron aped.rear casa ha.bi ta. senora Arnfeld C, Monck. 

Como estos hechos est~ repiti~ndose y deben obedecer a consigna sis-

tematica, hacese necesario colocar vigilancia especial en estableci

mientos y casas dicha misi6n y sus Ministros, pues podr!an venir re-

clamaciones por tratarse ciudadanos extranjeros, protegidos por li-

bertad de cultos y de enseiianza, consignados en Constituci6n y que 

autoridades deben hacer efectivas por todos los medics a su alcance. 

Servidor, 

RICARDO BONILLA GUTIERREZ 

Secretario General. 

-
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. ~~ R.A .. By.r'-1. 
·4~ Sout.b- ~sweet 

·. Minnea.pol'i• 15, Minn. 

Dear-.~. S)rdal, 

1bank < y«i ~ your. Jd..nct and... ·~~aging lett.er . to the missionaries or the. ti•ld 
which we rece!.-ved from f'utor *lie and will pa.se on to the othel's... lfe tmally . 
loce.ted 8. tmu.ee in Bogoti _tJD4 basi GUr f\t.rniture },)rougbt down from Oi.tit3JI!&. )'eSterd&y•, 

'l"he houoe is 'Rry sma.l~ bttif rill do tor the present. while ·~ t.he cit7 tf.Jr 
f'bture work. · 

~-you, t-. tor the 1100 ca.&led te us in oare of Reifsnyder. We are asking 
.Mr:. Reiteny4R to esn(J4. the cable eo that the ~Y' will be :raturned'u llla. 
lef't a week_ ag~ for the States. )fe are l!~ry that you hU to be -p.~'t. w tbia 

. t.roubl.e 8.lld ere· wandering i£ :80meth1ng· •• .Ud. in our cables oould have caused 
you to unde!"et.e.n.i that •• -.nted the · ~ here. AcGO.rding to new regulations · 
one ··can ~ :onl7 450•00 (U.s.) out. ot OOlombi&, but. in order t& ge't. int.o the 
states a Qanad;iaa citisen has to show 'proof ot $1llpport theril, .and. of cou:rse $.>0•00 
wouldzi't. 1.ake OJM far• ~ere~ore, it wa.e neeesfJ1irY to have mone;y waiting for 
-her in l-lialltl 'WJUch we tried to ex~;resa through our cables. She c.ettld not even 
·oa:rry a reraOn&l check With her eo we had t.o write one out 1n ·hw name and- send 
it to f"rienJa in Chi-cago where she wilroe able t.o•have it cashed. \;e &l'r-rociat.e 
your a-ttendi~ ~.o the matter, and: !'eel sure she is now enjo;yin,~ herself in.Ohicago. 
Re-r. }l8.ld.e leaned us the money for her ticket to .Miami from the entergency t\md., 
and we have , already writ ten ottr 1.reasurer ror that amount so that .it can be 
returned as soon as poasibl~. · 

_Tomorrow morning we are leaving fox.- El COCl.ll' where &18. ._ilches and Lef.icia Oorzo 
. /~'rill be gradua-t-ed :f"rom the ·Institute. Joyce 161-gh r.~~ he-..,;-r; with them. t.hese past 
L/ two we-ske in f.hat town to gi .. ~ special elaeaeo rounding out :.t.reir course-. 

The graduation viU take place next St.mday, f~overuber 7th. ~om eocuy we will go 
on to Parpa snd Mauaa to spend about a week holding aer¥icea and ~ing visits. 
We plan to be back in Bogota about the 17th of this mtmth1 and mail can be ~ent 
t.o the above addr~ss. lie will not be able to get a post ot'f'ice i>ox until next 
year. _ We have not been able to register our telegraph and cable name yet due 
to c.ert.ain regu.lat.ions since April 9th but--will do _so ae soon as pcssible att.e.r 
returning from the t"ield trip. 

Again a sincere ~\-umk ;:ou for your let·ter. We are sending sOI(le articles to 
;)ugeBs rar the pa~er~. and in the one ent.itled, tt;'fha.t 'doald You Do? • will give 
an acc:OUnt o!" eoDie of ·t.he 'recent ocaurrenoen in Dul tama.. 

· Sincerely in C11riat, 

Arnfel~ c. l.orck 



WHi1.T WOilLD YOU DO? 

ilhat would you do if you lived just ~.orosa the street from the maniac who' smashed 
down the doors and windowt~ or your hour'e with an axe 5ust because he ia taught by 
hie spiritual advisor that E.'V6.rl.Q:elica.le should be erased from the earth; or if it 
became a common thin,b to be rud;ly awakened at four in the morning by a volley ot 
stones, some cr. them oraeiJing through glass and shuttere of' your windows? You would 
porha.rs hold '.i'our br~ath and wonder what would l19.!'Pen next, uttering an ejaculatory 
prayer to God for protection. 

\'lha.t would you do if you were l'roceao Hore., a Ooloubian student, pursued by a mob of 
ignorant and enraged individuals ber.tt on clubbing you to death because you had made 
an ~:t'f'ort to place the Word ot God in the hi.:ulds of ;rour f'.::llowmetJ, and finally im
prisoned ur::on false f!cousation? He witnecaed faiihf'~~lly to hia fellow prinonere, 
dis1:;ributil1g Ml0!1ggt them the tre.ct.e and gospel portionn ~ r~d lett in hie pockets. 
The next day the priest, hs.d the &4.'tl1P!'ities lock llinl in a cell by himself' so he should 
not contaminate the ot,hcr prisoners. 

Or what would you do if' you were one of the three lady missionaries aatrolling 
peacefully through the streets of Du.i ti1Uil8. one Sunday and were pel ted with stones by 
a rutt"ian who thought to do GOd a service by not letting f'rotes't#ants tJ:ea.clc ·.tw atree't>s 
of' his town? Or, it' yau. were the -.yo.r of DUit.ama who courteously greeted 'H81en 
Danielson in 1..~e public squ.a.re and wae consequently upbraid~d by the tbr" priest. 
of the town tor htlving set a bad. example as the first author~ ty of the town, ~hat would 
you dot Or,.. it you were little lokrcos, who bringe milk to the l?rot.estant lli1111J1onaries, 
and a flraf't • or a.tr~et urohens t.Qok after YO! with .knive• .. what would. you 4ot . .-, 
S>..tppose you were Wl, t'rieruily .seflor L. 'Who had to ask Sefior o ... , a tuthM ~eUce.l, 
to giveup the :room he had rented irr his hou&e so. that r.is ·hoJI:Ie would not be ~lishecl 
by stones s.nd bulletl!h Or, say you W'el"'e olementina., a mise'ionary 'faaily'e lOpl 
Ohristian maid' Who is the victim or insults and abuse when 8h& goes . to the .·~ 
to mak.e her purchAse! · 

What would you do if at -~ in the morning and seven at night 8. NflOok• of ta.na:ti~l 
women insisted on at&nding at your dQOr imploring the virgin .in weird Hpeti'Uon ot 
prayers to convert. the occu.pant.e ot your house to t.he "true• rellgiont Especially when 
these prayers were mingled. with evil threats . .$J1d often proved t.he prelude to « •eermon,• 
or stones. Or, if you were Bttlva. l~ttrlion, ne.a.t., cultured llllld dignified •profesora. • 
at t.he local Sible lnati tute ... oe.lling for letters a.t the post .office .when 01'18 or the 
a.bove-lll&nt.ioned rel~giou.s tanatica insisted em· rollew!.ng ~t +.nrough tht!f .V•ts shrieking 
out ta.lse acu::usa.tions and. insults at, t,he top of her voioe, what would you dol When you 
later f'cund out, tha:t. the oO'Ul"t.eoua young gentlewan who ot"fered to .escort you to your 
house had noticed a long k:n1 f'e under the eha.wl or thb voman1 you .would l.ikely wonder 
what concord there could be between· the knife and the pra;rere• 

Or, if' you were one of the good Oolonthian soldiers who slept for lli18llJ' night-s in one 
of -the Evangelical houses to prot.eot it and it.s occupants •ainet a.aeulta and. a. mob 
of fanatics &tta.ckod yct.l ~or lXting a tJ'ait.or t.o your nation and religi<m• or-, it you 
were the lieutenant in eemmard who wae aeoueed b$l'ore the Gov•mor or t.he .St.ert.e by 
telegrams from the priest.B, uldnz hie withd.rawl and that .t·the eoldiere a.leo • you 
voulrl perhap6 wlsh there were really liberty of religion a.s the Oonetitut1on 'lf'iU&ft .. 
country grants. You wwld perhaps also wish that the "'onoGl"da.t.o• .which Oolenibia. 
has with Rome oould be vo~4 oat, ae it grants to 'the priesthood, among ~ privileges, 
that a. priest. cannot be judged bef'iJr-e the ciVil court {only bef'ore the eooleaiastical 
oourt or the Roman church) · 

'!hen, i.t you. were in oha.rge ot the Bible Inst.itu.te and the congregation in Duital:Dii(• 
and the students ,who had boame t.tp nobly under all the per~i.on but bft·OI11ng _.. 
and more lilistz.aoted from ,their atudiee and mo:re nervous t'r<ml the repeated et01'11ng ..... 
to you and Hid, ~~We cannot oOtlt.inu:e•- wha.t would you doT 
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lt wae especially the r.:zaJ1i:"'eat.at:1on oar:ded out October 17th which made the students 
realize that the situation \'las unte.nabl~h An enormous mob of' ignorant country people 6 

sent by the priest, surrounded the Inoti tute building during our morning uervioe, 
and shouted, 41Down wi t.h the frotestan.tsJ, tMs;y with the foreigners J f etc • The mob 
had been sent to tell ue What, the next "visit" would Ii'i$Rn when they would -come with 
stonen, knives and guns. 

We met f'or delihera:tion '&Jid prayer, asking also the advice o~ the local believers, 
and the l!:xeoutive Committee decided to abandon so obstinate a town at leatlt for the 
present. The mission property is rented out and we beliE>ve in good hnnds. It was 
e. bard de4ieion to come to as we had a.lw&iVe looked upon Du.it.am8. as the natural end 
strategic center of our mission. The momenta we f'a.ced that l1 ttle group of students 
at the cloa1ng cha.:r,el l'lervioo (about a month before the scheduled closing l will la.te 
.be forgotten. Likewise, the farewell service for the beli4were ot th~ o,ongregs:tion 
lett ind•lible impreeaiono. 

PlMM PJ'&¥ with us that they t:na;r remain f"a.1tli,ful and that the Seed eown in DUitama 
JlliW bear truit even under these adveree Cotlditione. rrq also t.hat iJod l'fB.T guide US 
a.s t.o whe" we should contJ.nue the lnst.i tute the coming Y$G.r. 1'he V«oka will be in 
SO&otl for the present working on U tera.ture and Dlaking arra:ngements t.c OJi4tn a. mi. ssion 
station in that oi ty-. 1beir address will tuu a.-rsra. z;:, l~o. 6;;-614.. aogot&, Oolombia.. 
Joy-oe Bergh, Jel\ff. l'lerlien and Helen ~i!hGJ;l. will ao ',PtU"ish work in other st&:t.iops 
until turt.lu::r arr~~ent.• Virginia. Antonsen and £:lla Mef"ek lett for the tiitatee 
a..n4 Canada. an the 29th of t', 'P'illlr (!) c-fd be{'-/ 

The Mission properties have been rented out. and we believe in good h8.!llit~• 'the rent-ers 
have been rorced by the priest to have t.he houset; blessed and sprinkl.ea with holy water 
so as t.o re~ve the defilement by the ~«rmer oocup~ts• 

A.8 we look forward to a joyous Ohri~ Qlld New Year season in His Servi.H; we desire 
t!:la't the la.lne peaoe and joy mar: be yOUrth 



DUI TAHA. 
Station Renort 

1948 

January throu~h Mayl (Submitted by Thoresen) 

4 communions with totai of 62 communicants. 

First testimonies in publici 
Sra. Rosa de Peiia - ~'ebruary 29, 1948 

.Aura Diaz - Mey 30, 1948 
- ~ t ·~y~~~~~~~·~~ 

Jup.e.-·through Decembers (Report continued by Morek) 

5 communi~n services with total of 61 communicants (cards show only 51 as there 
were n~ cards present August lst when 10 attended). 

Total of communions during year- 9, with 123 communicants. 

Public servicess SUnday mornings, Sund~ evenings, Wednesday eveningsJ Sunday School 
at .)sOO p.m. (in charge of Belva Nerlien and Helen Danielson). 

Women's meetings bi-weekly, conducted by Helen Danielson, a work for which she is to 
be highly commended. The anniversary of these meetings was celebrated with a 
special speaker ~~d with very good attendance. 

*~.----

~ Visitations Private classes mostly carried on by Helen Donielson. 

¥.ailing list to Belen, Santa Rosa, Charala, Paipa and '1\l.ta, but no visits made 
to those towns. 

Station aba.ndoneda 
Fa.irwell service was held October 21st due to previous decision of' Executive 

Committee to abru:.ulon Duitama. for the time being. {Mr. Correa and l<ir. Gomez were 
present at said Executive Committee ~aeting and advised ab~~doning city). 

Property: 
House purchased for station residence, wall built, etc. (see ~nancial report}. 

Cemetery was not purchased. House and lot rented to Mr. Jose Parada for $75.00 a 
month, starting payment november 1, 19l.t.8. 

r:JUnicipalit.y orders sidewalk and wall built around lots. Old wall stands or:. 
sidewalk allowance. Work to be done in January. 

Recpectfully submitted, 

Arnfeld C. Lorek 

}f Fi;-1i f {!tht../ev-enc e o I "i-ke (PI) lrm bt'a_ 4-!--Nfa4-t. M tss /crY~ wa..s h ~ ld J1 eJ- e 
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Rev. Alfonso Lloreda 
Apartado 4 
Ibague, Colombia 

Dear brother in Christ: 

Oarrera 2;;:., No. 63-84 
Bogota, Colombia 
January 15, 1949 

Just a pate, as Rev. Shau 11 wi 11 kindly take it with him tomorrow. 

I have been told that certain Colombian evangelicals are interested in making Dui. tama 
a cas6 before the authorities for t.he interest of evangelical work and its rights in 
Colombia, and tf..at you are among said eva..'l'lgelicala. I do not know what foundation 
these rumors have, but I am sure that you can count on our cooperation in any wey 
possible if you should contemplate any action in that direction at your present con
vention in Ibague. You are perhaps somewhat informed of the situation and that i t.a 
seriousnesa lay in the :f'act that the authorities (other than army) gave us their 
official and verbal support but did very little to maintaip order and uphold the 
rights of evangelicals; ra~her, chose the rath of least resistance - that of con
forming with the ecclesiastical powers tl1at be. 

You perhaps. also realize that we were not just 8scared n out. If that had been the 
case we would likely have left last May when our home was violated and we had to escape 
over a wall at night to save our lives. Since then it has been a long story of 
systematic persecution which I cannot repeat here even if I should like to since some 
of' the reports which have reached you may have been by individuals not well posted on 
the reality of' things and consequently may have branded us as cowards or lacking faith 
God, or not bein5 willing to suf'f'er mari;yrdom. Be this as it may, God knows our heart;: 
Be"'ore Him we stand. We do not regard our evacuation of Du1tama as permanent, but the 
prudent tr~tng for the time and, of' course, still have our property theres the Inst.i tute 
buildin::; and lot, the pastor 'e home with adjacent lots where we plan to build a church. 

It should perhaps also be said that two of the leadinc; colombian evangelicals were 
present with the committee and also advised our withdrawal from Duitama. One of 
these and another family have since been forced to leave also, even though the .rer
secution has mainly been directed at the foreigners, who are labeled as intrudera 
who corrupt all morals and lead the faithful astray - well you know the story. So 
I can readily see where an appeal by Colombian evangelicals can carry great weight 
in claiming the ri~h~G or the evangelical message in their country. 

now you realize that I am no~ asking you to do anythin::;, but oerely assuring you of 
our cooperation in the event that what I have been told is more than rumor• Nor dj) 
I write officially, but ~ sure that I have expressed the general sentiments of ~ 
co-workers in Boyaca. Let me also !lay, to be just to all, that there are many thinkin 
non-evangelicals in Duitama who are plenty disgusted with hap.r-enin;;e there, but the 
majority remain silent for fear of their own skin. Several Liberals were imprisoned 
after the 9th of' April. 'Ibis hurried note got longer than I had thought~ 

Eay Jod 'e blesain~a abide upon your conference. 
Yours in the Yaster's Service, 

Arnfeld c. }-;orck 



Y~ Inform. y Censo 

~~ 1502 

~~. Mayo 23 de 1.949 

Senor 
I~10RCK ARNFELD CHRISTIAN 
Carrera 22 # 63-$4 
La Ciudad. T.C.# 46462$ 

Atentamente ruego a Ud. enviar a 
este Despacho, por escrito, la direcci6n precisa 
de los bienes raices de su DroDiedad en 31 de di
ciernbre de 1.948, dato que se necesita con urgen
cia para confrontar1o con los que tiene este Des
pacho, procedentes del Catastro de Bogota. 

Le anticipo los agradecimientos 
por la atenci6n que se sir~a prestar a la presen
te y me suscribo como su, 

/lh 

Edificio de los Ministerios 
San Agustin, Ofc. 144 



AparUldo Nal. 2525 
BogotA, Colombia 
Junio 7, 1949 

Sr. R· Alberto Barriga s. 
Jefe de Inf.'ormacion y oenso 
Edificio de los Minieterios 
San A.gUnt:!n, Ofa. 144 
Bogota 

Estimado ~~. Jefe de Informacion y Oensoi 

T·C· t464628 

I-·or la Preeente le hago llegar los datos que pide en su ca.rta 
del 25 de mayo. 

La direooion de lae finoas ra!cea deolaradas de mi propiedad 
sons No. 7-45, Calle 10, y No. 7-'55 - 7-59, Calle 11, IJui tams., 
y la teroera queda en la ve.reda de Farpa., nunicipio de Socota. 

De Ud. atto. y 3.8. 

Arnfeld c. 1-.orek 

'1 
' 

~I 



Station Report 1948 
El Cocuy 

Statistics· for the year .. 
Baptisms 8 
Weddings 1 
Funeral 1 
Communion service 1 

Bible studies have been condueted each Wed. evening in El Cocuy 
Sunday School and Evening service each sunday in El Cocuy. 

In Santa Ana Sunday School and afternoon services each Sunday in 
charge of the young men there. 

In Carrizal Sunday School has been held quite regularly with the 
teacher, ~uanito Montoya in charge. Several afternoon services 
have been held when the missionary bas visited. 

Colportage tripe have been made by Juan~to Montoya, Proceso Mor• 
and Oliverio Mora as follows: " 

Chiecas, Feb. Aug. Nov. r 
Salina, Feb. Aug. Nov. 
Cap•~anejo, Nov. 
Tipacoqui, Dec. 

Rev. ~arl Thompson, Kermit Thormodagaard and John Abel visited 
our station, en El Cocuy and Carrizal, in Aug. together with 
REv. Mendenhall. 

Ayouth rally for the station was held June 25-2? with Miss Helen 
Danielson and Miss Joyce Bergh assisting in Bible Teaching, Music 
and the messages• There was an excellent response with maqy attend
ing all sessions, and several young people presented topics. such 
gatilenings could profitably be held 3 or 4 times a year for this 
area. 

Because of the premature closing of the Inst. in Duitama Miss 
Joyce Bergh conducted two weeks of instruction, observation and 
practice teaching in El Cocuy. The closing exercises ware held 
en Nov. ? with a wonderful turnout and a beautiful graduation 
for the llisses Leticia Corzo of Carrial and A~ Willhes of 
Santa Ana, the certificates and message presented by Rev. Marek. 

From Oct. 25 and on Miss Helen D8 nielson has been parish worker 
in El Cocuy, renewing old contacts with sympathizePs and working 
up the women's meetings. The latter, held every two weeks, has 
had a better response lately. 

The day sbhools have had good results this year, in El Cocuy with 
Gustavo Rodriguez as teacher and 25 pupils, in Carrizal with Juanita 
Montoya as teacher and 25 pupils, and Santa Ana with Fideligna 
Ayala and Pausanias Wilches as teachers and 14 pupils. 

We were happy to note the increased interest in the v. B. Schools, 
the one in El Coauy under Fanny Jimenez having 2? pupils, in 
Carrizal, also under Fanny, 21 pupils, and the one in Santa Ana 
under Ana Wilches with 16 pupils. We are encouraged to see that 

this wolhk can be intrusted more and more to, our Colpmbian g.Jrls. 
~ tt..t ~ ~ -t{t. ~+- ~ ~ ~1! ~~~ '~'"· ~ 
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El Cocuy station Report for 1949 

El Cocuy 

SerTices were carried on as follows: 

SUnday. 
SUnday School and eTening serTice s 

Kid-week Bible study Wednesday eTenings with attendance 15 to 50. ~rgest 
SUnday mornings. 

Special ETangelistic Senices for about one week in A~st with attendance 
up to 60. 

Ladies' meetings; seTen with an attemance o'f 15 to 22 eTery other 
Tuesday. Krs. Quanrud in charge. 

Day school 5 days a week with a national teacher in charge. Total 
enrolllJlent 29 pupils. .School epened middle of February and closed nOTember 7th. 

Besides this, Tisitation work done, scripture sold and literature dis
tributed. 

Carizal. 

School opened Karch 15th and closed NOTember 7th. A National teacher 
was in charge. Total enrollment 29 pupils. 

Two serTices by missionary eTery tbree weeks on Sundays. Attendance 
up jro 50. 

Sunday school carried on by nationals when missionary not in attendance. 

Special eTengelistic senices 5 days in August by Tisiting eTangelist. 

Scripture sold, literature distributed. Visitation work. 

Three children were ba:pt ized. 

Signed: Olger Q.uanrud. 

i ' 
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Ea c7Ytisi6n 6vangelica Euferana en Go!om6ia 
J!te Oolom6ia 5vangeltoal Euferan JVlisswn of South dlmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CEI.MOSA" 

Ju».a77' 5. 1950 

J'DdCUL JUIIIOH - CBISCAS IU!lOB - 1.949 

'Reoelpta Dlalm.H--'a Jlal-• Wlelt 

••t aD4 lapro•••' 
of properlT 1,'-68.5() 1,,352.19 u6.)1 

!'eeeller ad •-..:eltat J'IO.OO lto)l.OO 91.00 

Uterat11l"e a lappltea 92.8? 102.65 9-?8 

leheol• 100.00 18.95 81.05 

~Yet 25().00 266.66 16.66 

!'elepllou & 'felecrapll 25·00 20.48 ... 52 

Poetqe & ltatleaeJT 20.00 3·50 16.5(' 

Jfiftellaneoue f,JI;J. 84.9() iH:i u,~a 2,JIIO.Jl 

Jiiit 
hlaaee 

n6.04 

Jrote of l:lrpl~tteaa ..._.tile tt. llbat aDI lapi'OWftllt ef -pl'Oper\T' t1ae ftpre ct.•• 
ta aot of llaqet Neetpta nt ra-..er toW reeeipta aoer..U.tel. to tJaat ...,..-. .. 
actul 'baqe\ ts $950.00 ad. the reeetpta oYe!' ad al!oYe thla fi&'are lll'e aecouate4 f'or 
u follena $l.OJ_.OO ..rent re!Oeift4 f'toom the •••• ve tnt'breatei ta Chieeae ui rat'

reeelTei fro• the alcre vhi&oenplel ou I'ClOa et the ho1lM 
.bou&bt bJ' \he .S.aaioa. 

fl?-50 clfta rec.S.Yel for the work 8111 \va.e4 late this accouat Ull 
sa 8 .sc wael for lapl"oY--ta oa the lloUe. 



Ea ~isi6n 6vange!ica Euferana en (]ofombia 
J!te Oo!om6ia 6vange!ica! Euteran ~i88ion of South cllmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

JaffOIIZ'T 5. 1950 

STA!IOB RJJJ0B.11' - ORISCAI S!A!'IOW 
' ,. 

f!!le. Chwtcas station wu MAe ov respcnslbllity c11ll"1Dc the nplar ammel 
eoafereaee o£ 0111" ld.aaion he1a the first week b. J.......,. las\ 7MI'• 

t1llt11 aul table houeinc C0\114 be &!'l'llliCed we U.Yel 1n GDcal' aDI -'• 
by..weeldy 'trlpa to Sata AM. the rural co.amlty_ Yld.ch was to be a 

. part of the work ot the Chtaeae station, aat to Ohl.e.. cettire 
acqvatatect vith the t.o1rlll aDd 1ta people aD1 at the. aaae- tU. looklac 
Hr lnlitable houstnc. In J.pr1l we suceeeaea 1n ,...bc a ltoua• vhieJa 
w1114 sene u ea a t!JIP01'817 bula. So ca the lut 4q of April ve 
aa a f81dl.7 moTecl to CM.scas tU14 bepJ'l ov work ae the ftnt resi4eat 
mas1ouriea b that area. 

We were rea117' thl'illed and ooated it a rare prf.Tllep to be considered 
wrthT of beg1Jm1Dc ncb: a pl'OIIi.e1Dc work. 

Da.riJ'lc the last week ill Jane_ we moTed into a llllCh nicer aDi larpr 
bouse which the m1sa1on.ha4 ~sed. !B this hcue we fQt that· the -.rk of the mlaaSca eouttl 'be colld1Jcte4 very eaUstacarll.y u lt 1uad 
pleaty of !"0011 1 ~ HDtrally loeate49 aDd le~itaelf Te1T well to 
the JB1aston wrk. Another 1004 feature "M that the ll'riJJC qaarteH 
ot the mlutoiUII'ies were on the aeccnd floor .a Uteretore ltiiCh 110re 
pr1Tate tba~ is oftea the case. Q)utdei'&ble iaproftMJlt had been 
Bade ad mre plmmed padiDC the approftl cf \he ho• boari • 

.Utheu&h we were cnly -prlvtleced to work in this area ~or the short 
pericxl of six months we ~eel that a def'1nite ~·don Ya8 :made upon 
the people or that area who do need the sa~ qospel. ao b84ly. We 
also had the opportunity tc ha'ft twoeeriea of sp«dal meettncs in 
wlch the Gospel ,.. prucbed ~·17 clearly ad ably by SUperi.nter&dent 
Gerhard Ostrem and Gerardo WllcluM. !heee meeUnce aa v.U as all the 
meetings held la Cldscas were vell •t:tended with all aDrap attenda:Dce 
of about e~b' eouls. We teet. therefore, that the people ot that 
area baTe. heard the lite P.'f'ing ~rd of Co4 and we claim His pl'Qid.se 
tbt Jtts 'brd rill DOt htum unto Him 'tOld. · 

Wh114 ve were able to be 1n Chiseaa lie hela. three zoecul.ar aervices 
each week to~the!- with bi-veekl.y eerriees in SaDta .ADa. After the 
f'lnt o~ October, however. we were UDable to have aliT servtcn 1n 
the 1'UJ'al area beeause ot the delieateuse ot the situation ad the 
probability of an attack any sment. filen too. nearly all the fd61.1ea 
f'tlom that area had come dovn to Chiscas tor safety atl4 so we were able 
to minister to them ln tc1m until 1 t becue evident that ve had to 
leave if we were to cet out at all. So the 26th. ot October we 8&14 
&OOdbJ'e to thoee people whcl!lwe had come to know aDd love &Del left 
Chiaeaa 110t knov1nc when or it it ..,?Culcl be possible to return. 

It is our prayer that God will make it pose11Jle for Ills Word to be 
preached ~n in Chi.scas. 

· :Beeause ef the nii!Wness of the work: there vas very little to be dene ~ 
1n the vay ef 1!11n1!!tP-riel 1.1.ch. I did ba-pth~~ one inf'ant in the Santa ~ 
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Mf Personal Report for 1956. 

e "For the joy of the Lord is your strength. II Nehemiah 8:10 b. 

This verse vas a blessing to Vally and me man, times during the year when it seemed 
we were up against a cold atone wall. It was a comfort just to look up and experience 
our joy in the Lord never changes. 

We arrived in Bogot~ in Jan. 1956 with the express purpose of attending the Celmoaa 
annual conference. but that very evening we arrived, there came a plea from Medell{n ask
ing Vally to go and take care of Phoebe. who was seriously ill. When Vally 'a physical 
condition no longer permitted her caring tor Phoebe I released her and it vas during 
this time it aeemed advisable to take her tn the Baptist Clinic in Barranquilla. Conse
quently the months of' Jan. and Feb. were spent between Bogota• Medell{n and Barranquilla. 

We ere eo very thankful to God for Hie sustaining grace and strength during these 
two months and for the privelege of being with Phoebe around God's Word. Heaven seemed 
even closer aa we realized dey by day the Lord was going to take her to glory. to be 
forever with the Lord. 

The Lord undertook ~n a marvellous way during our absence in El Cocuy. Seiior Proceeo 
Mora and hie family first were left in charge. then Sefior Pauaeniee Wilches end his 
~emily took over as Sefior More had to return to his farm. 

Arter the c_ongregetion was formed in July. we decided to began organizing Ladies 
Meetings, youth and Children Meetings, t.he results have been encouraging. The usus 1 
Sunday Morning Services were conducted in El Carrizal, by Miss Olga Mora, and when the 
occasion arose we also made tripe there for services and wiait.etion. 

We also prey for grace to testify personally to those who daily come ~o our door to 
sell articles such as wood, fruit, eggs etc., sa well as ell visitors, the workers who 
are doing the repairs on the Mission house, the mail carriers the bootblacks etc. Ve 
sense a definate need for faithfulnes~ to sow the Precious Seed from God's Word end 
leave the results with God, who alone can bless and give the increase. 

Reeoectfully submitted, 
g~~e~J. .. 
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•Except the Lord build the house. they labour in vain that build it. except the Lord 
deep the city. the watchman waketh but in vain.• Pa. 127&1 

Together with Elizabeth Heerde. I thank God for His Greatness and Faithfulness. 
And the Lord alone knowewhat He has sccom.pliehed through IUs Word and Spirit thla 
past year and years. 

In February during the vacation days of Seftor Pauaaniaa Wilches and his family 
the Jose Ouadro's family from Ohiscaa had their little daugbter baptized. 

At the Easter aeaaon we were blessed by the Tisit of' Sefior Oliverio Mora, who 
had just recently arri"ved from Argentina. He alao conducted apecial services both 
in El Carrizal and El Oocu,y those days. The other visits he mede in the homes were 
alao appreciated by the congregation and friends. 

In July another atep forward was taken in the Lord '• work when during the vi,ait 
of Pastor Gerhard Ostrem. the congregation was organized with 27 adults joining. The 
name chosen by the congregation wast EL SALVADOR. 

In December we were also happy for the visit of the Harold Olson family. At 
thia ti.ille Don Proceao rotors and his wife had their little daughter baptized and seven 
members participated in the Lord '• Supper. 

This past year we have been. thakful to God also f'or undertaking and meki~ 
poseible the day school for children in El Oau.izal. which was started in February 
end able to continue until November, the closing month of the school year. Mise Olga 
Mora vas the teacher. 

l"or the school in El Cocuy we are also thankful. o:lasses for the fitthf year 
were started in April end Miaa Leonilde Montoya. came to teach the 28th of' June and 
thus at this time began receiving the lower grades also. 

Vacation Bible School was held two weeks before Ohristmaa in El Oarrizal, end 
in El Oocuy. With an enrollment of' " in El Oarrizal and an average attendance of 
25 children. 

In El Cocuy the enrollment was 26, with an average attendance of' 12 children. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V~d~ 
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THE 
MOUNTAIN 

PASTOR 

By Arnfeld C. Morek 

"Beware of that man with the ministerial smile .... " 
warned an authoritative voice over the loud-speaker cover
ing the mountain town of El Cocuy nestled snugly in the 
Colombian Andes at an altitude of 9,000 feet. Who is this 
man against whom the local Roman priest found it neces
sary to warn his parishioners? 

Pastor Oliverio Mora does have an exceptionally winning 
smile, whether or not it is well described as a "ministerial 
smile." It is broad, sincere and wholesome, involving the 
whole area of a tanned and brawny face, a straight row of 
excellent white teeth, and eyes that betray a portion of 
mischievous good humor and an entirety of unstudied, 
boyish friendliness. Loved by friends and respected by 
foes, he finds open doors almost everywhere. A graduate of 
our "Instituto Biblico-Cultural" and of Concordia Seminary, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, with considerable experience as 
an "evangelist," he was ordained to the Holy Ministry at 
the annual meeting of our Colombia Synod in July, 1958. 

Since the Ostrem family left El Cocuy due to Pastor Os
trem's illness, Oliverio Mora ("Ole" to close friends) has 
been alone in charge of this extensive parish, including the 
municipalities of El Cocuy, Chiscas and Chita. 

Ole lives in El Cocuy where he serves the Lutheran con
gregation "El Salvador" (The Savior), with members in 
town and the country-side known as El Carrizal. But much 
of his time is spent on horseback and foot to reach the 
more remote points of his charge. 

When we (Mr. Gustavo Rodriguez and the writer) reached 
El Cocuy late Saturday night, Ole had given us up and was 
"cramming" for the Sunday morning sermon. Mr. Rod
riguez was making a survey of the educational outreach of 
our Colombia Synod. I had come to install Mora in his 
pastorate, to encourage, coordinate and help in this hour of 
national ferment, reconstruction and opportunity for our 
church. It was obvious that the dogged courage with which 
Ella Heerde and Valborg Torkelson had "held the fort" 
during difficult times in El Cocuy, and the good work of 
the Ostrems and predecessors, were paying dividends. 
There were many new faces among those who gathered in 
the overcrowded little chapel and 'one sensed a good spirit 
in the congregation. 

Chiscas, a liberal town where the majority feels "let 
down" by Romanism, can soon be reached by highway (if 
the road under construction can be so called!). We left 
the station wagon with the road crew and walked the last 
six or seven miles. The completed road is to be inaugurated 

Pastor Morek and Family in Colombia, South America 

Pastor Oliverio Mora (The "Mountain Pastor'' of the article), 
second from left, together with his church council 

A part of Pastor Mora's congregation at El Cocuy 
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in December 1958. Ole had recently visited the whole 
countryside ~f Chiscas and now we were to meet some of 
the believers and "sympathizers" who came to town for the 
weekly market. One of these new groups of inquirers, says 
Mora, is already quite well informed in the Christian faith. 
Reason? One of the most active Christians from the Santa 
Ana congregation, which was uprooted during the persecu
tion years, settled there and has not been afraid to share 
his faith with his neighbors. A service was held in the 
house owned by the Mission. I sat on an old shipping box 
marked in big letters "Rev. Theodore Mendenhall, Duitama, 
Colombia." People in the area still ask about "Don 
Teodoro," the first and only foreign missionary to reside, 
with his family, in Chiscas. We met the mayor and other 
leaders in the town who are backing the believers in their 
petition for a Lutheran day school in Chiscas next year. 

The next day we went on horseback in the opposite direc
tion from El Cocuy to Carrizal, the country home of the 
Mora family, where the strongest nucleus of Christians in 
the Cocuy area has been since the opening of this field some 
twenty years ago by Pastor and Mrs. Andrew Larsen. It 
was a pleasure once again to share the Word and the work 
of the Church with these more mature Christians. We 
stayed at the Mora home where, in 1950, a raid was made 
by bigoted police who dragged Oliverio and his brothers 
from their beds at the point of guns. One brother, Joaquin, 
was shot and killed on the spot. Oliverio narrowly escaped 
death, his temple being seared by a high-power rifle bullet. 
Days of cruel treatment in prison followed for him and one 
of the surviving brothers. Later, during the undeclared 
civil war when the whole area became a literal battle field, 
Ole lived a precarious but challenging existence along the 
foot paths and mule trails of these beautiful mountains so 
harrassed by treachery and bloodshed. He was the some
times voluntary, sometimes captive "medical corps" for the 
free-fighting revolutionary forces and the suffering civilian 
population. 

As we rode, the following day, six hours by horse over 
the bleak mountain range (even through snow) and through 
tillable valleys, Ole would now and then point out a farm 
house where he had given first aid or a penicillin injection, 
or show us a rocky ledge where he had hidden away from 
aerial gunfire. 

"Now I can preach in these homes," he said, while the 
"ministerial smile" stretched from one ear to the other. "All 
the way from El Cocuy to Rechiniga there are now Chris
tians or inquirers who gladly receive the Word." 

Rechiniga was the hornets' nest of the free-fighters in this 
area where a handful of dare-devil mountaineers held at 
bay a whole Army division reenforced by fighter planes. 
In this isolated mountain community, upon request of the 
"Rechiniganos," a Lutheran day school was opened this 
year with Miss Hilnia Bello in charge. Despite the drench
ing rain which made riding unpleasant and dangerous, we 
were encouraged by the attitude of these mountaineers and 
the spendid job Miss Bello is doing with the school under 
extremely primitive circumstances in one room of a farm
house. Some contact with the outside world is kept by 
Miss Bello's battery radio around which young and old 
crowd like boys around a schoolyard fist-fight. Two land
owners have offered to donate building ground for chapel 
and school quarters. As soon as the site is chosen and the 
legal transaction in order, the community plans to put up 
a modest structure to meet their immediate needs. In re
sponse to a request for financial help in their building pro
gram, the Synodical Council has agreed to grant half of the 
cost of materials on a peso for peso basis. 

Through people like Pastor Mora, Hilma Bello, and the 
teachers of our other day schools in the area, as well as 
through the daily witness of staunch Christian farmers, a 
fascinating page in the history of God's Kingdom in Colom
bia is being written. 

(See article "1\'lountain Pastor") 
1\'liss Hilma Bello is the faithful and loyal teacher in 
the mountain village of Rechiniga. 

Here you see some of her little charges in the one-room 
school, conducted in the farm home below. This is the 
only educational opportunity they have. They appear 
to be asking: What's coming next? 

A typical farm home in the Rechiniga area 
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MOUNTAIN PASTOR U ACTION 

"Corne December 15. ~e will organize h.'re. 11 So read the terse wire from 

Pastor Oliverio ).iora of l!.l Cocuy, his only reply to 'JlY inquiry for a time schedule 

for 0rornoting the Colombia !:iynod 1 s new program of th:olo,::,;i•_f.ll training by extension 

in his three-point rarist. It was late afternoon when I arrived at the ceutury-olJ, 

rammed earth, tile-roofed house l·:hich provides the Ll Gocuy congregation with 

personage; cha..,~l, sch0ol e;;C parish hall, olus cas.{etbali court anci a sec::.uded ba~k 

yard for P'3.stor Mora 1 s chicc<:ens. 

The double ;·;ooden doors or,ene d t.~Jro<Agh the two-"nd-one-hal f-foot-thi ck wall. 

A boy came out and blocked tbe wheels of rny Nissan Patrol with a rock, agai.ns+, the 

)0-degree incline. Pastor •oli ", his smilt· broader tLan ever, a:Jpeared in the doOi'way. 

He h~d >ut on so:;;e '<'eigLt and lost some hair in the five ye;:;rs :.;c h d not seer" eeci: 

oth0r. The meeting, of course, c8lled fer tk USc.I3l Latin Amerlc~~n 11abrazo 11 , a b"'ar 

hug. 

•ali •, swarthy, muscular and winsome, ''as ~c~nly iatercste:J in t!Je new i.atin 

American concept of theological in-service trcining b;y means of crozn.wmed, self-£tudy 

materials. Iha laymen 6f his growing congr~gatio~ li~ewise ~are Pa~er to beEr how 

they cou:d rec~ive furth0r training to be more effectiv~ ~itncsses for Uhrist ~hile 

they remained rig~t in th~ir jooa. 

The genuine ,joy flna cntnusiasm of these ''ndean Crristians gR.\'" ::JC· U:e nc~J.::d 

still he:s a lot of hurdles to leao and so:e -ridge.s to "Uilci. J-:er0 ... ;r1:0 8 :oastor e.n:i 

his ceo::-le alre:o,dy involved in a ioc8l lay-training orop:ram of c very informal, 

spontaneous and :Jer~·crwi nature. Pastor J'Vtora l.lnd his fric!1ds seerr: to co!m1;Unicnte the 

Gos3el mostly ~y living Ghrist right in t~e grit and grime o~ everyday life. however, 

services and Bib e studies also are well at~ended. This is ~ con~rcgatinn w}ere a 

minimum h'!s been ir;ves'~ed in ths nhysic,,l :Jlflnt, '"ith a notable gain in 11 living stones", 

haopy ::>eople, freed by the Gosnel of God's gr'l.CP. 

f".., of our Colombian congregations suffcored wore tr-.a:.J El Coc:.1y during the 

i'violEnce oeriod", .,.;en tl:ere l<~as, so to S[:Jeak, "ooen season" on Protestants. Mnny 

~ ' . 



lost their jobs, some their homes anu som"- tl>ir livEn. /v,on;,; UJ::se ·.;as Pastor 

one notes since~;;. r,'t..l.rn o1 democracy tot;·( cou~try, ~~nci UH; t~e'l religious "climate 11 

since Va ticfln II, is ~maz.ing. Members of 'cb(, e;::mgregoti-Jr. no;1 hold Public office, 

their youth e.rc recciv:::d · ittout dLr:rimins.tion at L c loc:al Santos Gutierrez. high 

School '4her-:- 9"'V~r,._] of th:::n ·,:ere given a·,:ards and schol;rships 1:1s outstanuing students. 

The school :Jri.Dci!le,l's chi.idrton, togetbe::· v:~tb many other How<Ei Cntbolics, attended 

tLe d<1ily vecHtion Bide ~.lchool at the :.,uthcnn Churcr;. ?astor Xora is highly respected 

by ever~rone an.~ so;.!,:;; t ou~ .:·o::- ce>ttnsel. ·)n ~nc occ': sion -;:.i.e i•'w.yor ~r;as able to solve 

In s:Jite of 

jots, the 

-- Arnf'c lci L. >1o~ci-c 

I .· : . . -, t 
· 1 I 
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Pictures accompanying article MOUNTAIN PASTOR IB AOTIONa 
(All photos by A.O. Morek) 

1. Pastor Oliverio Mora (right) and friends at Qarrizal. 

2. Pastor Arnfeld c. ~orck (left) talking to congregation at Oarr1zal about the 
Christian ministry and tl~ Colombia Synod's new training program. 

'· Min Edelaira Mora teaohing vacation Bible school at El OocU7. 

4. Young Lutheran at the !lflrlcet of Obiscas demonstrates one of the •D¥ uses 
of the Colombian •ruana • or woolen poncho. 

5. faator Mora (vi th newspaper) and cattlemen. On let't w1 th tie is Arturo Garc!a, 
Public Tru.stee and member of Q.lr Sa.Yiour' a Lutheran Charch at El Cocuy. 

6. Antonio Ru!z, one of the first !Tangel1cal believers in the Ciliscae-El Cocuy area. 
He ••r• the typical home-spun naana. 

1. Pastor Mora. and young parishioner take in the dazzling 'beaut7 of the El Oocu,
anow cape, only faintly visible on this black-and-white. 



TRAPPED BY LANDSLIDE 

.Al"n:feld C. P:orck 

We (five students from the Bible School at BogotA and the writer) had presented 

the scheduled program in El Gocuy on behalf of the "J:nsti tuto :S1blico-Cul tural" 

Friday evening. Sa.turiay we continued on to Chiscas, another mountain town accessible, 

until a year ago, only by mule trail. Vte held our breath and :prayed as we crept 

along tho eclge of the precipice to pass recent small landslides. A bridge close to 

the town had collapsed from the rains. The station wagon had to be left and our 

baggage, inclu~b1g the movie projector, carried into town. 

That night the courtyard of the big old mission house was jammed with townsfolk 

who had. come out to see "Martin Luther" on the screen .. 

At midnight a. tropical downpour broke out of the sldes and kept on mercilessly 

until nearly daybreak.. The fitful moments I slept were harrassed by dreams of 

driving precariously along dizzy precipices amid falling rooks and sliding earth! 

Trying to persuade myself I was not tired., I rose :for an early breakfast, made 

a. sick call ani prepared for the student program at 9:00 a.m. and Communion Service 

at lOaOO a.m. These were well attended and it was again a rich experience to preach 

the Word and administer the Sacrament to appreciative countrw folk. e On schedule we sat down to the noon meal exquisiteljr:"prepared by our hostess, 

Miss Helen Danielson, efficient and hard-working parish worker at Ohiscas. On 

schedule we were prepared to leave at l2a30 with twelve hours grinding travel between 

us and Begot!. 

Then began our unscheduled imprisonment among these otherwise superbly beautiful 

mountains. 'tThe road is blooked ", was the report of a man who ha.d oome through on 

foot. Fording a swollen stream we drove out to see the landslide and try to estimate 

the length o:f our delEq. 

Another bridge had given wq, and, blocking the road at the most breath-ta.king 

ourve on the lip of the yawning canyon was a rook the size o:f a transport van 

surrounded by others less imposing. 

The nagging disappointment of not being able to meet class schedules and other 

important engagements in Bogoti was considerably meliorated. by the thanksgiving 

which welled from our hearts at the thought of not being pinned under that mass 

of rock! Trucks that had left the town Saturday night had gotten through, but we, 

because of our Sunday morning schedule, were trapped! 

How long would it take dynamite, picks, shovels and human muscles to open the 

~ road and build a provisional bridge? A bulldozer, immobilized sinoe a year ago, 



Trapped b,y Landslide 2. 

was being repaired. Vi'hen it began to nose into the obstructing earth at our end 

ot the road our hopes rose. But todB\Y it has not been working. More repair needed. 

So we wait: If only we knew how long! 

The news is good tonight, Wed.nesdq! A jeep came in from the outside together 

with the road crew, and a truck got out (we think) before dark. Tomorrow by d.q

light this driver will venture upon that treacherous road with his precious "cargo" 

of i"ive young Christian students. Oh God, give us a saf'e journey, for Jesus• sake:. 

Amen! 

Though these days of' "imprisonment~ have dragged on with a sense of' :frustration 

and unea.siness, they have not been wasted.. Miss Danielson's gasoline appliances 

work perf'ectl7 now. 'rhe s-tudents have "praotio...,.taught" in the ~ooal. aehool, 

ocmduotM devotions with the chUdren, made visits, pl19'ed ball with the police 

8Dd. others 1n the town square, aa1. made b:-iGnds. Last ni~Jht we showed. the "Luther 

film" again and most of' the crowd a-tqed. f'or a brief' devotional service. . Today the 

students sang f'or eightrtwo-.Tear-old, aUing Qraadma WUchee and she reoeived 

, Holy Communion. 

In all it has been a profitable visit to Ch.isoas and would have been altogether 

pleasant had this good not bee f'oroed. 1IPOD ua. But we slowly learn to give thanks 

for all things, especially for the openi»g of a. blocked road. We ._.l.ieve other 

l"'(Jade are beine; opened - roads and. brid£8s to the hearts of men who ata.nd in need. 

of the measa.ge of Qod.' s Son, who is the Wq, the !'ruth and the Lif'e. 



I Sus vaco c •. or.es • conT.e!6 ella a alguien que le pregunt6 
al visitarla y preguntarle sabre sus afios de trabajo, le 
dijo "27 afio[~ y he venido a descansar a una carna 
invalida, quizas para el resto de mi vida". 
De sus hermanos le sobreviven : Apolonia, Julia, Oliverio 
y Ernestina. Han muerto Joaquin, Proceso y Vidal. 
Al saludar a los sobrevivientes y a todos los sobrinos, 
queremos decirles que en Edelmira tuvieron un hermosa 
ejemplo de hermana y de tia - que debe ser imitado en 
consagraci6n, servicio y vivencia del Evangelic. 
"Que el Dios de toda consolaci6n, sea con Uds." 
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SALUDO ESPECIAL 

Las familias Ostrem y Morek, les expresan profunda dolor 

a la familia Mora y los dem§s hermanos en la fe por la 

muerte de nuestra hermana Edelmira. Consola.ndoles con 

Romano~:; 8 : 31 39 

e IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA EL REDE~R 
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Funeral de la Srta. Edelmira Mora 

Septiembre 15 de 1988 

PRELUDIO CDr. Jorge Corzo ) 

HHINO "Oh Amor que no me dejaras" ......... No.247C.C 

INVOCACION 

SALl10 No. 126 

EPISTOLA Apoc.7:9-17 (Alfonso Bernal) 

HHINO ESPECIAL (Sr. Alberto Rodriguez ) 

EVANGELIO Juan 11:21-27 (Olga Mora) 

HHJNO "Ven Alma que lloras " ............. No.204C.C. 

HOMILIA (Rvdo. Pausanias Wilches) 

HIMNO ESPECIAL (Familia Pifieros) 

LECTURA DATOS BIOGRAFICOS Y SALUDOS VARIOS 

HIMNO "Cerca mas Gerca" .................... No. 234C. C. 

ORA CION 

PADRE NUE;3TRO 

BENDICION 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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e 
DATOS BIOGRAFICOS DE EDELMIRA MORA 

Naci6 el 3 de Febrero de 1933 en El Cocuy Boyac~. donde 
hizo sus estudios primaries. Establecido en el aBo de 
1939 el misionero Andr~s Larson, la familia Mora Alvarado 
se constituye en los primeros creyentes de la hoy llamada 
Iglesia Evang~lica Luterana de "El Salvador" de El Cocuy 
Boyac~. Es por esto que Edelmira se constituye, junto con 
sus hermanos en los fundadores de esta iglesia. 
Creci6 en ella, vivi6 en ella, sirvi6 a ella y muri6 en 
ella. 
Establecido por la Iglesia el Institute Biblico Cultural 
por el afio de 1943, donde algunos de los lideres actuales 
de la iglesia cursaron sus estudios; Edelmira entr6 a t~l 
en el afio de 1956 y sali6 en el afio de 1959 y decde 
entonces toda su vida estuvo dedicada a la docencia en el 
Colegio Celco de El Cocuy. Muchos nifios han pasado por la 
modesta y sencilla aula donde ella trabaj6 y sirvi6 como 
profesora, directora y administradora. 
Para su orgullo, muchos de sus alumnos son hoy dia 
profesionales en diferentes ramos del saber humane. 
Algunos de sus compafieros de estudios en el Institute 
Biblico y que hasta el dia de hoy est~n ligados a la 
iglesia; se mencionan los siguientes: Los Ingenieros 
Agr6nomos Alfonso Bernal y Pedro Corzo, el Ingeniero 
Quimico y Educador el actual Rector del Colegio Celco de 
Sogamoso Jose A. Ayala,. la Sra. Margarita Montoya de 
Bernal, la Sra. Mercedes Castellanos de Eslava , Lucy 
Castellanos Rectora de el Colegio Celco de Paz de 
Ariporo, Luzmila Mendivelso profesora en el Colegio Celco 
de Sogamoso, Nelida Mora profesora en el Distrito 
Especial de Bogota, Emerita Alvarado vive en El Cocuy, 
Dolfenin Garcia en Paz de Ariporo y miembro de la iglesia 
alli, Fanny Rodriguez de Silva vive en Yopal y con su 
familia miembros de la congregaci6n de Paz de Ariporo, 
Febe Wilches miembro de la congregaci6n San Lucas y 
Auxiliar de enfermeria en el Hospital Sta. Clara 
Fredesminda de Torres en Educaci6n Preescolar y Nehemias 
Parada, Pastor actualmente de la iglesia en Sogamoso. 
Veintiocho afios de arduo servicio ~ la iglesia y su 
colegio, abrumaron su vida hasta que una mafiana el 3 de 
Agosto, al empezar su acostumbrada tarea se presenta su 
enfermedad redujo por casi mes y medio a su !echo de 
enferma muriendo el dia 13 de Septiembr~ ~ ib L:45 P.M. 

e 



the Magdalena 

Sternwheelers 
still carry freight on the 
Magdalena River. 

By A. C. Morek 

Four hours ~y jeep station wagon on a serpentine high
way descending from Bogota, elevation of 8,600 feet 
and 57°F temperature, to 640 feet above sea level and 
84 op temperature, will take you to one of the most 
recently established outposts of our Colombia field
La Dorada, on the Magdalena River. 

The Magdalena, Colombia's Mississippi, was navigat
ed in prehistoric times by the indigenous tribes and 
later by the Spanish "conquistadores." It was sighted on 
Aprii l, 1501, by Rodrigo Galban de Bastidas and named 
after Mary Magdalene, whose conversion was celebrated 
on that date. In 1529 (while Luther was writing his 
Catechisms), Jeronimo de Melo explored the lower Mag
dalena .. Jhen Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada sailed up
stream. as far as Barrancabermeja, now an important 
oil center. In J537 he explored the upper Magdalena 
and in 1538 fotin_~ed Bogota, then called by the Span
iards "Santa Fe," ori' the site known to the Chibchas as 
"T eusaquillo." 

'~?\ 

The Magdalena is Colombia's main waterway, even 
though the silt deposited by its waters constitutes a major 
problem to navigation. With the help of dredges it is 
now kept open most of the year to sternwheelers slowly 
chugging their way, pushing heavy freight barges 
upstream from the coast as far as La Dorada, about 

500 miles. The Magdalena Railroad, under construction 
paralld to the river, will greatly facilitate shipping be
tween Bogota and the seaport of Barranquilla. 

The new highway connecting Medellin and Bogota 
spans the river at La Dorada and will, when completed, 
put this river port only two or three hours by car from 
the capital. 

Across the river lies the town of Puerto Salgar and 
the Palanquero Air Base, the eagle's nest of Colombia's 
jet bombers. There is also a civilian airport which serves 
La Dorada and Puerto Salgar. A fleet of quaint motor 

Above: Pastor and Mrs. Orozco 
at home in La Dorado. left: The 
congregation has been worship
ping in this ·primitive chapel. 

3 
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launches shuttles between the two towns. Fare is about 
four cents, U.S. Will they go out of business when the 
bridge is completed? 

Founded in 1900, La Dorada is a young city, com
pared to the majority of Colombian municipalities. Pop~ 
ulation was given as 20,000 in 1951. Present estimates 
vary between 30,000 and 40,000. Surrounding the city is 
an important cattle country, and up the river are exten
sive flat-lands yielding many agricultural products. 
Among these are corn, bananas, yuca (cassava), sesame, 
soya, rice, and cacao. La Dorada is also a distribution 
center for the oil industry. 

Since early in 1957, Lutheran pastors have made trips 
to La Dorada upon invitation by a small group of 
Protestant ·believers in that city seeking affiliation with 
the Lutheran Church. In January of 1958, Pastor Julio 
C. Orozco, together with his family, took up residence 
there. They are happy in La Dorada and find the work 
a challenge. Politically and religiously it is a liberal 
(not to say indifferent) city where the Roman clergy are 
more concerned about making friends with the Protes
tants and their own nominal adherents than about per
petrating assaults on minority groups, as is the case 
too often in other places. 

Pastor Orozco regularly writes guest editorials in the 
local paper, Frente Liberal. These also appear in the 
Sogamoso paper, Accion ·Civica. 

Since the present rented meeting place is small, in
adequate, and in a poor location, the Board of Foreign 
Missions has kindly helped us with the purchase of a 
centrally located property. It will provide' facilities for 
parsonage, school, and chapel with comparatively little 
improvement and remodelling. The large room to be 
used for chapel was constructed originally as a dance 
hall and was later used as part of a hostel. 

There are three other Protestant groups in the city; 
two of them, including the group that invited us, are 
offshoots from the church of the World Evangelization 
Crusade Mission. Protestantism here has presented a 
rather confused picture. It is our earnest prayer that 
we may be used of God to give more stability and 
depth through a solidly Christ-centered message and 
more orderly manner of worship, and that a strong and 
active congregation may be built up in La Dorada, 
reaching out to other points in that area. 

This house.. recently purchased by the mission, will 
provide space for chapel, day school, and parsonage. 

Some impressions, pro and con, 

by a retired pastor ... 

Having played all the tunes in the fieW Sefiizce BotJk 
ant! Hymnal (with one finger and not too expertly 
at that), and having used it at services during Holy 
Week and on Easter Day at Oslo Lutheran Church, 
Texhoma, Texas, while serving there temporarily, I 
beg of you, dear editor, the privilege of expressing some 
of my impressions, pro and con, of the new book. 

I shall follow the apostolic practice of first expressing 
my commendations, followed by a few critical comments 
which I hope may be of a constructive nature, hoping 
that men of more musical ability will make clarifying 
statements in language that we, the laymen, musically 
speaking, may understand. 

Commendation 
(I) Mechanically it is a splendid book. I like the look 

and feel of it. The notes are clear and distinct. When 
opened it stays open on the organ console, and this will 
certainly please the organists. 

(2) I like the references to other related hymns un
der the various sections of the book. 

(3) As a rule the hymns do not contain too many 
stanzas, making it possible in most instances to sing the 
entire hymn. ' 

( 4) The committee did not try to wed the hymn, 
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus," to another melody 
than the one generally sung in all Christian churches, 
as was done in the Lutheran Hymnary. 

(5) Of course I miss some very dear hymns, but there 
are many others included, which we do not find in the 
Hymnary, to make up for the loss. The committee has 
also showed fine judgment in including many hymns 
that are sung in Christian churches everywhere. Let 
me mention just a few of these: "Jesus, Tender Shep
herd, Hear Me"; "0 Take My Hand, Dear Father"; 
"I Love to Tell the Story"; "There Is a Fountain Filled 
With Blood"; "More Love to Thee, 0 Christ"; "Pass 
Me Not, 0 Gentle Savior"; "He Leadeth Me"; "I Need 
Thee Every Hour"; "Break Thou the Bread of Life"; 
"I Lay My Sins on Jesus"; "Faith of Our Fathers"; 
"Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me." There are the three Christmas 
hymns, "I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve," "The 

Lutheran Heralt! 



CONQUESTS ON THE MAGDALENA 

(Sequel to "Beachhead on the Magdalena) 

b.y Arnfeld 0. Morek 

A blood-red, setting sun was peering with difficulty through the tropical haze as 
we drove into La Dorada. Here we found Pastor Julio c. Orozco and family still 
in the harassing process of moving their earthly belongings, by horse cart, from 
their rented quarters to their new home on the property recently purchased and 
remodelled for parsonage and chapel. The Mission station wagon moved the family 
with the remaining pieces of hand baggage. Then, by the light of a candle (the 
electricity would have to be off that nightS) we assembled and installed the 
kerosene stove we had brought from Bogot' for the parsonage kitchen. Sleepy children 
got a late supper and toddled off to bed. 

Tomorrow special meetings were to begin. The choir from Redeemer Lutheran Church 
in BogotA., 1 ts pastor and other friends would be coming on a chartered bus. 

Dedication feetivi ties got under way Friday evening when oi tizens of La Dorada 
crowded into the patio to see the Martin Luther film. Saturd&T night they filled 
the large room, once a dance hall, then a hostel for deck hands and other workers, 
now suddenly transformed into an attractive chapel. They had come to hear the :Bogo~ 
choir. 

This group of amateur singers, directed b,y Alirio Eslava, a Bogot6. bank employee 
and. one-time pop,ular singer on local radio, with six-foot Jorge Corzo, medical 
student, "folded" over a tiny folding organ, presented a fine program of hymns, 
anthems and spiritual songs interspersed with numbers by the quartet of Redeemer 
Lutheran from Bogot6. and appropriate :Sible readings by the pastor. 

The climaxing service came Sund~ morning with dedication of property, installation 
of pastor, confirmation, baptism and Holy Communion. 

A new congregation was being born. The pastor's family already made up eleven 
members, and now fifteen were confirmed and four children baptized. A German 
Lutheran craftsman who has lived 40 years in Colombia came forward with the oon
firma.nds to receive the Lord's Supper. Forty-six in all, including visitors, 
received the Sacrament in this first communion service held in the La Dorada 
Lutheran Church of the "Holy 'Prinity11. 

Pastor Pausanias nilches of BogotA key-noted the celebration with a provocative and 
challenging senuon drawn from the Genesis story of Jacob's dream. Wilohes pointed 
out that where God meets man in Word. end SaorfPI!ent there a Bethel {House of God) 
comes into being. He expressed his hope that this new congregation on the banks 
of the mighty Magdalena might be like that river, flowing with silent power on to 
its destination. The writer, from his seat in the chancel, could observe the faces 
of the hearers. They expressed. live interest right to the end of a service more 
than two hours long in the sweltering heat of this river port. 

Judging from inquiries after the services, there is reason to believe that the Word 
of God had cut deep into the lives of some. The festiveness and beauty of the 
worship service had impressed some of the ''newcomers" who probably for the first 
time attended a Lutheran service. 

The ladies of the o-ongregation served meals gratis to their out-of-town guests. 
The Sund~ dinner included turkey, the birds donated by one of the confirmands. 
Workmen had, in two months, built a new unit comprising kitchen, dining-living 
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room and office, and had changed an old hostel into a parsonage, and a dance hall 
into a ohapel, made 24 pews, pulpit, altar and font. In the chancel is a slightly 
flared Latin cross in mahogany, leaning forward over the altar just enough to 
give the shadow effect of three orosees. There had not been time to give the 
facade the needed "face lifting" to make it look like a place of worship to the 
passers-by. 

Behind the wheel of a Jeep station wagon snaking its way through the mountains back 
to Bogot&, we mused on the experiences of the·se few days. A new center of Christian 
teaching and worship had been constructed - and Ood was building a church of "living 
stones". He who had begun the good work would "bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ." 



MEDELLIB FINANCIAL ~ 
December 31, 1951 

Receipts Diabnrsements Deficit ~alance 

Checks & comm. on checks •••••• 

J'ttrn1 ture • • . . . .•..........•••• 

Mbrckhouse rent ••••...••••••• 

Literature & Publications ••.•• 

Station~ & Postage •••••••••• 

!!elephone & Telegraph ••••••••• 

X .X ~avel .......................• 

Miscellaneous ••.••....•...•.•• 

Student Center •••••••••••••••• 

3730-00 

1000.00 

$ 16.62 

?45.00 

3].20.00 

858-25 

96.54 
59.62 

_348.90 

61.25 

1500.00 692.00 

i 7230.00 $ 5998.18 

$ 16.62,/ 

/ 96.~ 

,§9~ 

$ JO.OO./ 

61o.oo"" 

141.?5 

123.90~ 
61.25v"' 

808.00 

$ 357·93 $ 1589-75 

Cash on hand, Medell!n Station, Dec. 31, 1951 •.• $1231.82 (*) 

(*) :Bank balance, Dec. 31, 1951 - $ 856.17 
Loan to Morek (Medical, etc.)- 375.65 

Med.- $285.25 1231.82 
Pers.- 90.40 

$375.65 

-4...A-~<?t1't:.. . t..·t-+ .,,~:"'1\,_,·l-~v-:t:';:tJ:;;;;__. e.._~a,-"//'· 
/ 



____ ,_ ..... _ 
'l'hen are several educattoaal. innl tv.Ucu bl Re4ellfn. 

'lhe cazapa1gna in the rural. areas. One echool elose4 • .. ._ ........... -...... 
It !au been repetectl.J' affirmed that hoteatu.t1811 COD8titutes DO u-t danpr tor the 

people ~ Antioquia due to the Catbo11c trpSrlt w!dch ta c.b.ancterl.UO of 0111" people. 
lfevertheleu. this atn.nation la, to a ce'l'iain extent, loe!Dt 1 ta !'one. td.aee the 
Pl'otntamt perl.l. ta illcreuS.DC 4&11.7. Lately 1\ baa taken Oft &tlptiCta that are a.l.aftllDc to 
an crtbodcx .octetr auob aa oun,. 

SIO)IDA!t1' semor.a 
J. reliable p1'001' o!' the vq 1n which Plotestantisa is ~ ._ng u ltes 1D the 

'Yf1rY s1p11'ieant 'tact that in the Melellh a.na there ere fi.,.lJ.J ~ acboola operathtc 
with lN"ge ·atteMMOe. !'hue tDMT atudcts are bdDg educat«l in the rel!g1ous prl.Detples 
of Proteatant1-. 

!he moat a..S.OU fact about these ecbDola ia that tbeJ' an co-eduoatlODal., an open Tlola
tion of C01oJdb1a'• 1.,. b •tters o1' educattoa. !heM lata apNSal7 pl"Ob1b1t eD-ecblcatt.oa 
~ c1' the daft&'U' it tmal vea for- our ,.,uth 1n an envJ.eo._t acl:l as oun, am al.o 
beeause of the tradition vhich baa existed 1n t7l17 eouutry wi\h 1"Mptttt to the Mat\eJ'. t ~ 

JlfWWt1' SCKlOLS 
U.kevl•• boa IIOUI"Ca that aoe ttM1&117 w1l posted on theM aattel"s, w ..,.. iJif'onat 

a that tn Matell!n about twenty Pl'o~ achcola (.yj are operaUuc. S.n open 'delation of the 
w mstblg lepl reqv.iftlletlts. (5) 

'1'he a1'oN-8ellUOM4 data 1n 1 taelf. 1nd1catea cleal'1y the WT tn vhieh Protestantism ts 
p:rocr•sbg 1ft the c1 ty of Medellin. conat1 \ut1Dg a Ml'1o-UtJ thnat to the tl"U NUctoa 
vhieb tiM people of Antioquta pTOfeu., and vh1eh repraenta \he11" be8t 1Jpir1tual lecacJ". 

vrt'JI)tJ'l' PDMrl'? 
~. same 111tol"118!"s 4eclal"e4 tbat thq had m lalowle«ge ot th ... Pnttntant e4uea.Uoaal 

Htabltalulents, HOOndat7' and priJrsar'y, ha'V!Jtg any pVIIlt fft• the 1ftntsbo? at Maoattoa to 
carry on aa they haw. If this 1e U\te, the11" ex1ateaoe ta C!oUbl7 a v.tolatton t4 Oololdbian 
law: J'cr being ~tonal and tor not coin£ throu&h the lepl ~required f4 
all ectucational 'litabltallmlmta operatt.ng 1n the natioa. 

m ~ S?A!E 
Rovevv, the Protntant peril. is not conflned o!ll.y tc the capital. city of Anttoqula. 

The -- danpr mate ~t the .tate, ~ ln thDse ~ ,..... thes.'e are 
no acboole, m priests, mr autho1"'1t1es which lldght defend the 14ealoelcal. tntepit,'o~ 
the people. Jbr G'AIIple. ill the Rmic1pa11 ttea of the northtta.n atr4 in the 1ove1" Cmca ad 
Wech{, Protestant lll•aton-110• of them ~a~~ tbeb' ~ v1 tbtnlt 
&n3'0M htnderinc th..m. Just Ter7 recently the efforts crt ROme prl.eets haTe counteracte4 
thoe eampaicna a little, ad the atate fPYtC"Zdllent hM pJ'C•IId.Hd "'open school..,_ the 
colliDe 7UJ" am establish minions which Ylll d~1n1tel71'1"ee the popul.at1011 of \hese a:reas 
from havinc to be at the mercy of Prct.atanUam. 

AJCJG THE CDmmtY PJDPLE 
In Macl.tlfa at present thee ta an lnatttute vhich apec1al.tna 1n the tra1Dttt£ of 

a pastors and 1"\U"al vorbtn, v1th an enroll.Jalmt of 250 •tud•t. vho are belac tndaet to 
W w.rk among the cxmntry folk ot Anttoquta.(t) !'hese acttftts are v.ll coached tn the method• 

which they are to \1M in vimin£ the 1cnorant people. 
From the for~lng one can ded:ace what the Protestant CAq)aign !n Ant1oqu1a v111 be 

when thHe acent• have finished their eoune Nld spread out thl"'ugh the state of Ant1oqu1a 
to aov the Ned ot lutheran eiTOr. (1) · .. ~ , ~ 



~of PJ"Otestant I1lt11trattoa in 6Jtt1ocltt1a• P• 2 

omciALS .a.:r..LliiM'J: 
AccorcU.JJC to i!lfonattcn rece1nc1. the S\at. Go"Nr.-&t and the eccl..S.Ut1cal author1t1n 

have rectmtly been atudyS.ng JBeN\11 whereby thfG' Jd&ht pa.t a stop to thie Prote.tant ad'VI&DCe. 
'!'he u.tioDal. I!QDVt~tJ'TlliiGlt baa been comault.ed aa to whether theu abo~ IIIIIIR1one4 Mtabltshlleft\e 
are ant!»r1Hd b? the authoriUea. which Ao• mt .... pl'Obable. 

SCHlOLS ClOUD 
I• the ccmrae of th1e cawpa1p to clean up our atate. a ~ tntant SJC!Jool which operate4 

in Segovia has been cloead aft. p1"0v1Dg that 1 t did .,, have '\he pc"lll t f'zom the M11d.atl'y 
of :ltlueat!on and did mt ~ vlth the replatiou nqu1red of public am pr1vate achoola. ('1, 

ColT!ctiD SO!I!!!J\Jl 

1) Alltioqula ia a d~t or atate of COlollbla. 

2) 'fhere an tvo Protestant ucoD!.ar7 8Gbocl• 1n Jtetell!n. 

3) Co-Mucaticn 1a not scatnst the lava of the O(luatq. but ap.inet RoiiiBD CAtholic 
practice. )~{any COlOPbla ~blic td\cola 1n the country a?eaa have belen eo-educat1oul. 
and Prot.stNlt achools that hav. tuncts.oaed for ~en of a centm:T haft 
~ ~ bMn cal.lecl 1n quetion on this 1nue. 
()It !J t-eUIII"'J 

4) lfhere are m .,.. thaD thn.e Protestant prl~ sohoola in Me4ellfn. 

5} '!'he government permit baa al._,.. 'bMft request.d bat or late baa 1Hten denied lr1 a fw 
eaH8 bftcau•• of faMtioal authorltt•. Becaltl.Y. a well-established Presb)"terlaal 
aohcol in Meclell!n vaa atJDd to obtain a pft'Sd.t \o operate floom the Catholic pariah 
prl.est. lf'he Presbyterian pasto!' (a Cokudbia) answered. "I a11 the priest hu'e" • a!ld 
nothirae JIIOH has come of it so far. 

6) 'l'h1• p81'hape nfen to the wwti••MG schDol operated by the M'ftllt1tJts. '!'My haw 
205 atudents this ,-ear. ot this 1'lUibtr onty a VfiJ"Y Ul8ll pet"M!ltae- an m1fttricial 
s\udents. · 

7} 'the tmherans have no school of arrr li1Jid in Meaell!n. 

8) !his school 4id baw pvernment pertal't to operak but was a?b1t.ft1"111' eloatld by 
tvo prints, one of who111 waa the local school !Dspeetor. 
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A LAYMAN'S VISION 

By Arnfe ld · C • Morek 

Lawrence Knutson, a Lutheran la~an fr~D1--~<:>~~i~~~-s_G~g_y~_,_ Wis._c~gp.s1~~ 
·-~-----·~··-·-·,·----~·-·- _"' __ , -·--, ---~":'--''' ·-···-P·-- -..,~--··•< ----'-'"~' - ~ • o • "~ 

and graduate of LBI, )linneapolis, cane to CQlombia to f~~ ~~-C~q ~--~' _ 
·-· ..... -----~--·-··--·-··-· ________ ..,:.::.,_..;_ _______ ··-----~-~---------:------ -~--- ...• ------·- --~ - ···-~--··· ~-~-

Christian witness, doing mis~ionary_wo:r;ok in whatever way he could. Due 

chiefly to condi tiona in Colombia, his farming plan did not mater.ialize. 
" -- ... · ' . . . . . ' . 

He did,_ however, ren1; ~a small farm tor .some time close to Medell!n. In his 

spare_ time he. taught English to a few University students who asked.for 
.. 

classes. 

With th~se friends he always tried to share the best he knew, his 

per-sonal·;· Evange1fcaF:.fa1.th In the Risen sav.ior. And here -is .where his .visio: 

began -- the ·visl.o·n· o.f a.Ltitheran stud-ent or ·youth .cerit_er In Medeii!n.- Even 
·. ~~ 

- thougl::r-Ile ~ master~ the Spapish;· he saw, his vision retil:fzed during 

hts short ministry here, and God used him to brine; s.everal young·.men to 

Christ. Two of these .. :were. recently confirmed,. and a third 1 with-.full

inten~i_Q~_,of _gi v.Jng his testimony: also, was hindered .because .. ~the....op.posi

tion of his :family. · One of these ~cor!f~I_'!I!~_g~_ ifLDQW st].lQ.y __ ip.g_e..t _our Bible 
. -- --~ - -·- ---- ··--· ---- -~-- '7 -- ·--- . - . .. ·. . . 

School in Bogota while he teaches some secular subjects there. . The other. 
_____ ...., __ .-:;:..._ ----·- ·------ ········----- ~--.:..-: !... -'-- ·--~-_. ---~---.:--. ···----~::_~-------- ---~----·-----·-- ~-- ·--·· --- ... ·- - , __ ·-···--"---- -~---~--- .. --~--

is .:t:ng s~ecial ~anguage st}idy at the Univ_!~~i tl :~onn~~.:.~-~ool; __ ~..!':.-~.j~·-- __ 

IlL·- ·Kr-~: ~~~is~;~~v~t~·no 
means a popular thing to become an Evangelit:al Christian in Col.ombia. 

This is_mostly due to the fact that he was able to lead tnese young men into 

a per·sonal investigation of the Word of God. In the second place, he was 

always a true friend and _did not suffer from the common United States complex 

of thinkine; himself .superior to th~ of other. nations. He never approached 

anyone in a condescending way, but always in a -true Christian spirit or· 
'l • ·-

e esteem and sincerl ty. -·_-:Therei'ore ~- he also eti"joyed the confidence of the 

boys, -who fondly called him "Larry11
• ,,, ..,::)__ 
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e Twice a Week ~ group 0~ young Men gathered around him to study the 

Word, most o~ them students," the cream of Colombia's youth and possible 

~uture leadars in the nation and the church. Many came to him also for 

private consultation. It was always a pleasure to see him expound the 

Word to his little group, his face beaming with the joy of a deep 

spiritual conviction, his voice full of enthusiasm and urgency. First 

they would sing hymns around the piano, and they love to singl 

A.t this point we must mention the important contribution which Miss 

~cornftlla ·Jensen of' Canton; 3'• · De.kotai a consecrated Christian-teacher; has 

made to this work.- She is always at han_~ to play her good p.iano and 

bring in the c,~ca. Cola _just at" the right time for the Socia~ part.. of the.. ... 

lJleeting,. "Corny", as she ia. called. by ·her friends., in .Medell!n,_~has .a .. 

co~~a~i~~~- s~il~_ ~ p. ~ g~n\l~!l~ .~!! __ ter.~~-t _i~, eye~y hl;llll_~_ ~~ing, _t_~~~--~~osses 

e her p~th, an _in~e~est J;hat' SJ>r~ngs" from: a tru_~Y unselfi_sh heart~ Kiss 

~ez_:~_eil. .. ~=ac-!lGs at __ an ~I'lglish-speak_ing school in Medell:!n and also. at· the 

do;tombo-American Center~ a cultural exchange. center. under the d.Jrection 
. - . ., ' ' , 

of_ t~e _~ric an Embassy. Incidently, the writer also teaches English at 

this Center • 
. ·-

- '\..': 
TJ;le students were always welcome at the Knutson home where they 

·-·- - .. - . ·- . . ~ -. 
liked to play ping pong and checkers, listen to records, see cultural. 

- .. ' I• - "' . , ' • 

and· Christian movies, or just chri.t. Then there were; the occasionaF.hikes 
·.": ""· ~ ' . . ·: .. ~ 

ancr--"f'iestas"-to which they: woul~ ·often invite new·triends who~ had-not. 

ventured to-come to the Bible studies. 

_During several months bef'~re returning to t.i;le United- States,- Knutson 

~s able. to see ln rea11.ty what he had 1on11 hoped i'or ,."~pace enough, apart 

from hls. home for a youth center, with rooms for play and reading as well 

e·as for the .meetings. But he never had perfect ease of' conscience con

tinuing in direct missionary work when he had entered the country on an 

agzticultural visa. Since he was not able to obtai. n a missionary visa, he 
I I J' ,,_~ 
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thought it the part of wisdom to go back to the States. 

We miss Larry and his good family in the work and pray for grace 

to carry on and extend the work so well begun by him. Our readers will 

remember that it was upon the invitation of the Knutsons and Kiss Jensen 

tbit -our--M1ssion placea th.e-·Morcks in Medellin for literary and student 

-----Besides the two weekly Bible elasses (one in English whioh-1liss·-··-· 

Jensen-teaches), catechetical instruction is-given to those who are· 

interested. A -worship service-is ·held on Sundays ·in the -littl-e--chapel 

in :._our home •-· It-cseats comfortably about fifty people, and--the -Scandinavian 

an.Q._Ge~~_am gz>oups also meet t:tlere for services when .Pastor Kastlund of the 

Lut~ez:-~ World _Fed~ration comes crye,r from Bogota. 

Of course, the vision does not stop with this good begi~ing. It 

sees families of unchurched being brought to personal faith in the Savior 

and ~to a growing congregation, a modest but beautiful church building 

and pastor's residence; in short, a work of God which shall extend and 

grow on the firm foundation of the Word, forming part of His Church in 

this land~ in the hemisphere and in the world. 
,- ... 

Will you pray and work with us to the reaiization of this vision 

for the glory of Godl 



"OOD ClWIGED MY LIFE" 

(A.C. Morek relates the story of a 
~law student at Medell!n, Colombia) 

"I don't understand how I have gotten to feel so sinful •••• • Jaime Vasquez spoke 

seriously as his sincere dark eyes (whose sight did not permit him to continue h!s law 

studies at the university) looked through the thick lenses and deep into mine. I vas 

happy to hear that, I told him: He must have been reading the Word a lot. 

Fer a year he has scarcely missed a l3ible study at our student center, nor a sei'Yice 

in the chapel. For nearly the same length of time he has been a faithful melliber of our 

catechetical class. Since he plans to go to the Un1 ted States next week, he asked 

to be c~nfirmed before leaving, and had come to lilY office for one of the special classes 

we had arranged in order to finish his study of the Sacraments. 'fhese classes became 

lengthy and intimate conversations about the Means of Grace and ma.J1Y' other doctrinal 

and practical Christian matters. A ffN months ago, in a sermon, I related thf! story 

of m:r conversion in early youth as one t~e of Christian experience. Aftervards Jaime 

said: "That must be vhat happened to me some time ago - That's Just the way I felt". 

Last Saturday night he asked if we had tYPed up the bulletin yet :for the Sunrlq 

Confirmation Service. We had not. Would we please include the hymn, 11Cristo, :f1el Te 

quiero ser" ("Christ, I want to be fai thM. to Thee'). On the program was a solo, "0 

Jesus I have promised", to be sung b7 another melliber of the catechetical class. Said 

Jaime (who vas the onlY' one to be confirmed at the s~rvice): 11Bov I would like to 

sing that myself, but you knov I ean' t carey a tune in a bucket!tl 

Came Sundq. Jaime had invited four of his University classmates. But these, to 

his disappointment, did not come to the service. OnlT the faithful few, vho usually 

attend, were there. When we had sung his requested hymn, and before he knelt at the 

altar to give his confirmation vow, Jaime told the congregation how he had come to the 

faith through his stud;r of the Word. He had been meh interested in the llible ever 

since he, as a child, had been caught reading his grandfather's big l3ible and looking 

at the pictures in it. His mother and grandfather told him that the Book contained 

Ma lot of bad things" and thethe was not allowM to read it, at least not until he 

was old. As a student, he bought a copy of the l31ble. One day a priest saw him reading 



"God changed my J ife" 2. 

it 1n the University lobby. In the course of his attempt to dissuade him from reading 

it. the priest tore up Jaime's precious lklok. However, upon the student's ineistence, 

the priest replaced it with a used leather-bound copy, also or the Proteetant version. 

On the ny-leaf of _this copy he had wtitten that it vas defective and laolced several 

books. He then listed the Apocr;r.phal books. This cow. in turn, was stolen (May it 

prove a blessing to the thief!). It was about this time that Jaime btJ..gan coming to 

the Student Center for Bible studies. Hot long ago he donated a eopy of the :Bible 

to one of' the pUblic libraries of this city ••••• 

But to get back to his testilw>DT.... It was DDt &.nT exhortation by the pastor 

or by any other person: It was God who through His Word had chang..ct his lUe and 

given him a Joy in his new-found faith that words cannot express. 

Jaime confessed to me the next dq: 11! hardly slept laet night for sheer Joy 

of what I experienced in the confirmation and the Lord •s tupper•. 
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Receipt• Dubureemente Returned to Teeae. 

Rent (Rouse & Student Center) 52,0.00 ~.oo 1610.00 

Literature 1000.00 858·25 141.75 

rurnt.tw-e 4s,.oo ~.oo ,o.oo 
stove 200.00 200.00 

Tnnef'oraer ?Q.OO 9(>.00 

'travel (Including SUpt. tnvel) ~8-90 ~·90 
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t1t1lit.iea ( £.\tu.dent HO>.J.IIEI) 24.00 24.00 

l'urnit..ure (Student ROUH) 1.62.00 162.00 
!)992.18 1~1-75 
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MlilDELLill STATION RllPORT 
for 1~ 

Progress here has bef'n slow. But we praise God for the fruits He has given us, and 
we prq that the seed which has be!'!n eovn JDtQT soon come to fruition and 11harvest 11 • 

!'he loss of the Xnutsons, who returned to the Statet~ in March, was keenl7 felt in the 
work. !he d.evelopmant of the youth center has noticeablY" suffered because we have 
not been able to give the time and attention to it that Mr. Knutson ga.ve in his con
secrated service here. Our prayers follow the Knutsons as thq take up their call 
to youth work in San Antonio, Texas. 

!he continued cooperation of Miss Jensen,vho has cheerfully and unselfishly given 
her time and herself to the work (besides teaching full time at ColUlllbus School), 
has been of inestimable help and encouragement. Mr. Jaime Vaaquez has done a fine 
piece of work in the correction of manuscripts and was e. great help in the youth work. 

We are also grateful to J'o!"c• 13ergh for her fine work hflre during the ~~t~nth of 
December. The part-singing watt A real aecomplishlllnt. 

It has been a joy- tc have Pastor ~..s.etlund of the Da as our guest upon his 'Vi sits 
to Medell:!n, and to open our chapel f.or the services of tha German and Scaruiinarlan 
colonies. Y.rs. Morek, Miss Jensen (until her vacation) and Miss :Bergh had classes 
with the Scandinavian children and prepared the children t t~ program fer th• Scandinavian 
Christmas fe~tival. 

Grati tud is &!so cx:press8d to the Ostrems who repla.ced us during our vacation. We 
are happy that the Q;u.anrluls and the Olsons could 11l.so spend their Vlaeationt~~ in our 
fair city. 

!vo v.••kly :Bible studies have been conducted here: one in English by Miss Jansen (and 
in her absence by- ¥.i.u Bergh), and one in Spanish. Regular Sundq worship services 
have been conducted since J'ebl"UJll'71 as well as weekly catechetical classes. 

'l'hree young men have been confirmed: :Evere.rdo Correa and Rodrigo Q.uinterc on J'ebruary 
24th, roui Jaime V'squez on November 16th. Vasquez left for the States in Jlovember 
\ofi th B .. letter of transfer to our congregation in L,utrood, California. We are planning 
another confirmation service in Febl."llt;'ry when 1 t is hoped that three D:>re members 
of the catechetica.l cla!le may- h&ve cour:?€8 to take this important step. 

We have had one baptism, that of a German child. ~fore Pastor K&t!tlund 1 s arrival in 
Colombia. 

Only thrf'le communion services have been held, due to the coincidence that a.ll of the 
above-mentioned confirmands have been abunt from Medell!n most of the time since 
their confirmation. 

In order to make new contacts, ).(.iss Jensen and 1 taught English three hours a week, 
respectively, at the Colombo-American Center (a cultural eXchange center operated 
under tht" auspices of the U.S. Embassy). We he.ve also taught 60me private English 
cle.ssee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~vUJ_ ~. h~tvf( 
Arnf el~ C. »Jrck 



ARTIST-PA&roR VIS!'fS OOIO"MBIA 

Pastor F.W. Thomsen of Bethesda Lutheran at Jt>orhead, Iowa, and head of the art 

department e.t Dana College, :Blair, Nebraska, has just returned to the United States after 

spending a profitable vacation in Colombia. We St=~3' 11prof1 table" because his vacation 

proved of real value to our Mission here in Colombia, together with ,.."hose 11 terature 

committee Thomsen worked during the greater part of his stay on our field. 

We had the pleasure of meeting :Sill personal.17 at l3arranq~1lla and of showing him 

historic Carta&ena, Colombia's oldest city, on vhose beaches he swam but where he also 

had the misfortune to be struck by an enorm:~us sawfish (The monster was just a.s stiff' 

and stuffed when we saw it thl3re five years 81!fJ in the little novelty shop b:r the sea, 

b;ut on this occasion the ealeslsdy, happened to bump into ita tail and send its 12-foot 

carca.s tumbling from a pile of big sea shells and tin cans, and sinldng onePf its jagged 
; 

teeth into the artist's le&). 

From his trip up the Magdalena River to Puerto Berr!.o, to Medell!n by train, and to 

Boyaca by bus, Thomsen acqu~re<l in a short time a first-hand knowledge of Colombian 

life and 'Problem~ E>..nd got a good i:ns·igh·t ::.:into' the ~rk of our church here, both in 

country Pond city. He also ~ave us helpful advice' on the interior decorating of our nev 

church in Bogota. 

Back in MP.dell!n, after seeing some of the country, artist Thomsen worked tirelessly 

for nearly a month 011 Bible illustrations to be used in our teaching here on the field, 

and illustr~tion~ for church bulletins, not to s~ anything of the be~tiful w~ter colors 

that now adorn our walls. We lil~e eapecia.ll:! his remrkable St. J>n.ltl in :Roman chain~. 

The ColombiA.£"1S like to see his shepherds of .Bethlehem in the ty:picru Colombian 1'rn.anas11 • 

Pastor Thomsen also gave unstintingl7 of h~s time and devotion to pr~Jling and 

talksJ interestingly illustrated by his own paintings and. drawings. W('J ~re grateful to 

him and to God for this encouraging oooperation and fellowship. Thank you, Bill, and 

oome again! 

-Arnfeld C. )i)rck 



Thy Kingdom Come F. W. Thomsen 

SKETCHES FROM A SUMMER IN COLOMBIA 
(Tenth in a Series) 

Cross Section: A Weekend in Medellin 
One Saturday morning, in the paper we read of con
flict between the police and the military. The police 
were burning a shack for some unknown reason-pos
sibly because it was the home of a Liberal; the army 
tried to prevent this action, but the police insisted that 
they were still in power and resisted the army. The 
result was forty policemen shot and killed. 

That afternoon a fine young farm couple came · to 
visit the Marcks. They reported that their farm build
ings had been burned; they considered · themselves 
fortunate to have escaped. On the. way to Medellin they 
saw many bodies lying beside the road. Whole areas 
were wiped out under the pretense that the police were 
hunting for bandits in these Liberal areas. Now, under 
the new regime, the dispossessed are venturing back 
home to begin rebuilding. 

These two incidents seem to point towards efforts of 
the new order to work for peace and justice. 

That evening, at the usual Saturday meeting, several 
Colombian students were present. I spoke, interpreting 
several of my drawings that were based on the book of 
Revelation. The' awareness of the students impressed 
me. After a light lunch in the mission house, we parted 
with a "Hasta manana." 

The students were back next morning for a Spanish 
communion service. One of the young Colombian men, 
who had been confirmed the year before, sang a solo 
beautifully. Among the worshippers was a young woman 
who was a refugee from one of the devastated regions 
and was now working in Medellin. 

The same morning we attended an English union 
service in the Presbyterian Church. The service was 
attended by people from · the British and American 
colonies in the city; many of them held important busi
ness and professional positions in this area. 

After our Sunday dinner and siesta, we went by bus 
out to the Adventist school built on the slopes of the 
Andes. A manual arts department supplied toys and 
other articles to dealers who had contracted for these 
items. An excellent print shop handled quality mqlti
color work; menus printed here were seen in the better 
restaurants in the city; games, labels, and prints from 
the shop were on sale in stores in the area. Other build
ings included two dormitories and a cafeteria and li
brary building. Nearby was a farm also operated by 
the school. The farm manager said that the soil in that 
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area was poor and useful only for grazing. Thirty of 
the students were employed on the campus and in this 
way worked their way through school. This is especially 
meaningful in Colombia, where young converts to evan
gelical churches are often disowned by their families 
and have no means of providing for themselves. The 
hope has been expressed that some day work of this 
type may also be undertaken by the Lutherans in 
Colombia. 

• • • 
Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why 
could not we cast him out? And Jesus said unto them, 
Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If 
ye hat~e faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say 
unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; 
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible 
unto you. Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by 
prayer and fasting. , 

The power of our Lord is clearly seen in this passage. 
There is a lesson in Christ's words that only through 
prayer and fasting can great things be done. It is im
portant to continue in prayer-for in prayer we meet 
the Master. Obedience is impossible unless we first take 
time to hear. This is not a simple matter, for ears may 
be dull, as dull as our strata of society or our circle ot 
friends. Obedience depends upon seeking the will of 

. God. How far we are from His will! But we can 
approach God through prayer. 

Surrender 
THEODINE BRANDT 

Life is more than a lilting song 
Filled with joy and laughter; 

Though some heights are steep and long 
Gladness follows after. 

God will grant the sun to shine 
On a new tomorrow; 

All earth's beauties, yours and mine, 
Are transient gifts we borrow. 

Sunset and the music blend 
In a mystic splendor; 

The melody has reached its end 
When we to God surrender. 

79 
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In some rupeets this haa been our JOOst trying year in Medell!n. When we came hfll"t~~ 
in 1951 to do literary work and help the Knutaons in the student center, 1 t vas our 
prqer that the halt a dozen etudents whom we were giving catechetical instruction 
would become the nucleus of a growing congregation 1n this city. :But this hope baa 
not be m realized, and we are beginning to believe vhat has been told us by several 
evangelicAl leaders: 11 You can't build a congregation in Colombia from students alone." 
'l'his does not mean that v• have excluded non-etudata. We have had considerable eon
tact vi th a. fw engineers, office and government vorkers, etc., and have tried to reach 
families. During the year l3elva Nerlien has been with us abe has wrked tirelessly 
but hae been frustrated in her attempts to organise a 1110men's group. We are tJUre, 
however, that the testi_,t17 she and Cornelia Jensen have g1. ven to the girls and women 
in their private English claues has not been in vain. Nerlien, Jensen and Morek have 
taught English also at the Centro Colombo-Americano this year. Nerlien has given 
her mornings to literary work, in which she has made a. :fine contribution. Jensen has 
continued to give unstintingly of her time to the student center beddes teaching full 
time at Columbus School. Everardc Correa h:ocs t;i ve'!l nest of his time to literature. His 
student contacts have been less effective, ho,.,.ever. since he is no longer on the campus. 

We hav~ followed 100re or less th• same program of ~rk as last year: ~ wet>-ldy 
:Bible studies, one in Spanish and one in Fmgliah, one service each Sund.q, with 
Communion Service once a month for thfl" two eon:tirmed Colombians t~till in Medell{n 
and the missionaries. Of students confirmed here, one is teeclling in the :Bible 
School in :Bogot.t an~ another is studying at L.:B.I. in Iot1 Angeles, California. A 
third is doing translation with us. 

Of the eateoheticel clan msntioned in last year's report, on!y one, Bereario Quiros, 
was confirmed, Mareh 29, 1953· 

Analisis: While Medellin has yielded two proSpective pastors and a good trl'lnslator, 
all with 11bach1llerato 11 training, 1 t h:.:.s shown no promise so far of a congregation, 
even though quite a number of students have been tlllier th~ inf'l\tence of the Word. 

Re8sons, as we see them, for this failure: 

1. Our own lack ef spiritual pow~tr due to neglect of the Word and prqer in private 
devotions. 

2. Due to strong Roman Catholic pr~ssure in hom&s and schools, the students who have 
accepted the Ootpel have not given an open testiJ110t17 of their :faith. When 
encouraged to d.o 1 t, they insist that an open testimony would mean that they ~uld 
bE on the street And vo11ld completely close the door to any" further ponibility of 
influencing their families, 

3· While our present location h accessible to the student!, our contacts in this 
aristocratic barrio have not gene beyond casual :friendship, and we are aware of 
a de:finitfl aloofness on the part of scme. 

4. The diffieul ty of concentrating on a certain barrio and doing student work at the 
same time w1 thout having two different centers of wrk, to say nothing of our 
11 terature assignment. (Had Knutson stayed on in the Student Center ve 1of0Uld have 
located in one of the barrio e). 

Recommendations: 

1. Continue, :for thf5 present, to give part of our time to 11 hrature and J)A.l't 1D the 
student work with an flY• for winning and develOping future Christian leAders, 
and stop the gnawing self-accusation for f31lure to build a congregation. :Be 
allert to openings in one of the barrios (a f8.l!IQ.y which might open it! doors :for 
:Bible ~tudies). · -

'.; ( , -
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2. Place a.ncther fam117 (foreign or Colombian) here for barrio 110rk as SOGn as 
it can be done witllout neglecting a Jll)re fruitful field. 

2. 

3· Bu;r pl"'perty' for residence and chui-eh u soon as ve feel r•aonabl7 certtdn as to 
the barrio in which we should locate perma.ne11t13' (personally, we cont1Jme t& 
contJider ~la Amertea• u the ~rust ~bable). 



T'~stor ~nr,J.d n. Heiges 
327 ~. l.a sru.1e Str .. et 
Chic~~ 4, !11in('1s 

.1\n."lrt;<> .. dc A'reo 14R2 
M~e1J !n, Colombia 
Ferru .. "''.r.r 2, 1954 

I sh.-~11 "Cl,.,, t.ry tC\ <'"!Oml:v Yith ~1\:~nr r111qu~st fer H r-~rt r,n ('\Ur gtudent c·'<'rk in 
Medell!n. The enclosed CC'PY of cy report on the Hede11!n strttic-n to cur annual 
rniss1onat7 oonf~rence t!llq ln-ovtde some naclr&rcund for th~ picture t'!Ven thc·ueh it 
is not ccncerned with student wrk 9nly. · · You vill also b .. int~rested in the 
"'nclo !'!~ report by 'Belva !:1m-lien •n the nt'l.ltlent cr>n.fert-nce in Cuba. 

Let me sey to st.Art t-ri th that our a.:p:prcach her., in, by nc ohc1ea of curs, <iu1 te 
di:ff~l"ent from thAt of t.l-Ie t.s.A. en the .Nort.""l A.mer1can campus. Lutheran atudents, 
or ~,Prct"'stant st-..Jdents. Pl"" ''preciously rare•• on the Colombian ca."::pUS nnd for 
that r~ascn, as vell as that of re11g1ol).s discrimination, ,.,e cannot simply step in 
IUld organize an LSA group on S;he un1VP.l'Sity ca.:upus. One Lutheran atud•mt (cOnfirirl-.d 
here in v.edell!n) had his four-y.ear government scbolBl"ship cancell«J. a:'ter one ;tenr 
c f st,ldy ~nd wn.s r~fused th~ uri vi 1 P.ge cf (Y· 11tinuirll!, at his own ~xnensl'! s imnly 
becr.>.use hl" vns a "1>rot--stant•1

• 

I a.ppreci~te "tht'lt you ~a.v in the last :paraqaph <'f 3--cur le_tt,.r <lf ~ve!l'lbt!r 17: ''ne 
ntum.red tlk"'t our luth~mn atudent~ in this country are greatly interested in the 
nev~lcrp!!M!nt of n. aignif'icant :1r'\"i"'ment among nor-Reman stu.ciei-1ts in Scuth Ame1·ic~.n 
We b~liev~ thnt 1n '-"<>lU" re:ff'!'r~nce tc 11 ncn-Ronru:) ~tud,•mt$" there 1s ro indicatic:r. 
tbat·:vr-u do not ehar~ our feeling d' rfllSJX'n~ibUH;.r for brin&fng th.- Gcspel to the 
r'.SflY ncn-R-.,-~ngeli~~l 9tudentn. r,-ost v~ '!s'bcn art'! nominn.1 RoMtUl CA-tholics. It is nu
il!I'Pressif'n thAt <'nl7 11 s:np.ll ~rce.~t;aee c:f .. th~se. are 11 -practicine;11 Cnt.l)olics excl!rl._Jt: 
for th~ ""C!Z'actices" t1hich now seem to. o~· oo~sorY. for stud"'nts in oost cf th~ 
departments. 

In. <'ther "'rff~, as I s~e.tt. Qur B?:rrcach muet b.- primnribr an effort tO·· evangP.1iz"' 
nnd teneh this s-piritu.'1}1y ignorant mass cf nomina1 C.r.tholic smcents a.~ \,ri!11. a.s th"' 
r~lati v~17 fto:Y non-nornn studll!nts. I:f' si.1ch an n-::-.·')ronch c:>..ri 1:~"~ inc1 uded. in thA 
11dev,..l~pment" to which Y<'U refer, th..,n ~,ro are in. Cc7lr.Jlet~ agr~el:'l(!nt on i.hf'l ~ tt"'!r. 
This is an inn:x>rtant but nMrly untouo}).ed are:1 for Fvtlll€1"lical 1.·•ork in Lntin 
Am~rica.. '!'he m~ricnlly ~mdgnificant prof%'es~ made in cur o:ff.;.c:unr..us student 
Cflnter here (see enclosed r~rt) is fe.iriy- r~esentati~ cf the little ·~1ich h::1.s 
been dontt anmg tht=> students cf Cc lombia and in mat cf tntin .Americu. 

Du:l"ing th ... !Jiberal r~girne (19)r-1946) tl)lll ~1.bl1c uni V"'rui ties C'f Cc1cmbin. ver~ to 
a gr~e.t .. ::rt~nt }:•41'l"~lM.ted b:v- ;,csitivism a."'ld ether moteri:::Jistic -ph:D.os<iTlhi"'!s. ~'he 

I?cnnon Clnlrch, which has been n.ble by eleTer "!nt.Uleuvers sinae i9l.J.6 to g~t practically 
corm"'l~t~ cr·ntrc1 (•f 'th~ ed.11e:~ticrt:ti · !t·~t~m frcn top to bottom. is !10\1!' tmn.£: to 
11 remedy"1 this situation in it~ f'WT\ •my. Agn.in tofe werP. tee ~atfl. Jlnt !":incfl, 5.n th~ 
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final ~n:"'.lydo, mf'n cannot be forced ~)?~1 iev<'l, ,_.,~ st.:And r~>;ld:.- to flerve theM woo 
long for r'!!ligious ;freedcm and thos.e who ::.re ni.:nply indifferent. 

Our sir-r:1~ 11 settnn h(ltl'e in ·~"'lde11 !n cnm--1ris~s n rocn for -,1ne pong, n re:W.1ne l"('Om

!llao wit..'-1 pinoo and l"~rd-:pl~ver, and·~ Smt~ll ChRpel. We t~"l ?t'ivate 7ng~ ish 
cl.asses and ('ne ,.cf t.h~ veek:l.y Dible chlst:e9 is alao conducted in !';ng'L19h. ri.'he F~1ish 
proves to be a 1ldrawi~ card11 for &(:)me, bUt relativelY ftw.rJt o.:r. the c-.Clnsidernble mtmb~r 
of sbldl"'ntt> ,...~ h~Vfl oontl:lct~ have beEm ready tc p.:"lY the nrloe cf becoming tutht<!l"~"\9 
even though th~ mil".ht like .tO. 

As- to the benefits our stu:i~tnts he.re might. receive from affiliation with th~ !nt~r
rue.t1onnl LSA, ! would ~V' ~hat (1) 1 t WO'l.\1d be of ~noo'ltragel!lent .. to th"!m; (2) if we 
could occ~sicnany a~nd. n stnr"ient to one f:f th,. Ashrnms it ~"ouJ.d not· only ""l"f>W 

ina-oiratiC?Ml for him but wm11d (;1. ~ hit1 ine;ts,. some of 'Which C('!U'ld bl'! ~'tt into 
practice here •. Incidentally. one of the students who wns oonfirned here is new 
studying at CLJ3I. 111 !.()s Angeles and plans to go (ln to seminary ·1n the fall, pel'haps 
at 'i'rtni ty, l3la1r, Jieb~ka. ·Anoth~r nw gc to th~ St~.tes r,n a scho3.arship n"!Xt. faJ.J 
nlao. P.-.rb1lp8 their cont-.. .ct "t!tb LSA •.rhlle in.th4 St~tes ~"nrove-valuabl"' in th .... ir 
work vhen t.'ley r~t,lrn. A.s time gc·e~ on ve hope- th:.~t tl1erl"! W.1:ii lie ::x:n•• of cur 
Christian Y'f:'llDe neoJ)l~ vho c:.m receivt'!l univ~rsityeduenticn here, :md ruso. we hO])e 
for better tittes in Cclor~Jbi(l whftll it may n<' t._ b" so dU"ficul t t('l or&eni ze !"!Or~ def'ini t.-.ly 
a stud.snt groUp h•re. In th~ men.ntime~. 1 t would be ~f !'!ncour~~ement to our :f.f..-~ stw1ents 
h~r,. if th""" cru1 !'1 !ln~ a.t • .-.,-,~t some n@:rscnn.J, if not ~-,rc,~, oontact '141 th th ... !.SA in 
the north. · . \ ~ 

It "'!"!.9 .f.n1gge~ted t{l 'US by arttsi-ps.gtC!r Ji".W.ThcVJpGfllne whc visitEd ec;::ombia last Siunm~r. 
thnt 'Perha:pg students from the S~t.es ~ght oonsider comint~ h~re .fer fl-pecializ~ 
study .and. thus Also serve as "contact menn fer our student c~nters in ;!ed.ell!n n.nd 
'Rof:Ot,. It my b!'> of ~nter~st to. th<HHt who hav., !'lOW! lmc'Yl~.ge cf Sp:mish tc cooe 
h4!'re to study S'Pflllish or L11tin-Am~ioan nuthors, or do research.wcrk.in some fif'lld.s 
such aF~ ~chaeology or oociclogy. It would be int~r~Rt1rl8 to hl"lar vhe~r ycu think 
tliif' ··~lt''r'! have n!lY' ~rt~1bi1:!ty or •,-hethAr vru ccnsi~6r it a fnnta.stic drt'!am. 

Again w~ Yish to ~xPT~$S cur sincerfil appreciation for the interest ~hich the 1Sli 
h,9,s shown in cur vork htorfi!; al;o in h!!lp1ng tc (1efrey the eXT:.ens~s of ·~iss i!4'!:r-1i.-.n 
on h111r trin tc· thP student cf'nf .. rence !n Cub;-.. 

cc - i11". •) • '' • S;n-~ nl 
-n,.l Vr:t ''<•!!T1 !~n 

Sinc ... rl*ly ;nurs in C}Jri ct, 

A..""n:f e 1 d r. • Lb rc k 
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Rev. Olger ~uanrud 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 

Dear Olger: 

November 24, 1954. 

During the discussion of possible work in Sogamoso the question of our en
tire policy for coverage of the field in South America came up. With the 
cost of lights and buildings being as high as they are I believe that we 
must realistically face the future and admit that we cannot scatter into 
outlying areas such as Calle, Barranquilla and other cities that have from 
time to time been·proposed. It is not good mission policy to be scattered 
only in the large cities. At certain times of disaster it may seem to 
have its advantage to be in large cities. On the other hand, if we are 
to build a solid church we should have a rural area tied in with the city 
and town churches so that there will be a cohesive group that can work 
and plan easily together in any further expansion. The costs in Sogamoso 
seem to be rather high. It may be therefore that we will have to concen
trate on this city and that it may even mean a curtailment of our plans 
in Medellin. I believe that we should continue what we are now doing, 
namely, work among students and possibly carrying on our literary work 
from that city. 

If we are to carry out a full-fledged evangelistic program for the build
ing of the church, that one church will become weak if it stands alone. 
It should mean that Medellin would only be the center of a far-flung area 
that would be worked and connected with Medellin. 

Having talked this thing over in general vi th you when you were home I 
gathered that you are in agreement with this general policy. Morek was 
a little anxious about what reactions this may have on you as you were 
planning on making an attempt this year at evangelistic work among the 
average populace of the city. My personal feeling is that it need not 
make much difference immediately. If Sogamoso does come with large de-

l
/ mands however, and if it proves to be a successful operation it may be 

that we will gradually have to point up that work at the expense of 

I

! expansion in the Medellin area. ! am giving the general viewe of the 
! Board, which are also my views, not to discourage you but rather to keep 

you informed as to what may become necessary for two reasons. (a) Econ-
omic abilities of our Joint Mission Boards. (b) Mission policies demand
ing the formation of a solid community of churches rather than scattered 
congregations. 

Meanwhile I know that you will not get excited about this but that you will 
continue your work and see what can be done. If prospects look very bright 
it may be Medellin will get the preference over Sogamoso. In the conserva-

tive city of Medellin this would possibly be a slim probability. Whether 
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it would pay under the circumstances to secure new housing or not I would 
leave to your judgment in conference with other members of our Mission 
Conference. 

May God continue to use you and bless you also during this period when we 
hope again for a new advance in our work in Colombia. 

RAS:hh. 

Sincere greetings. 

fY ot e ~ 
tvi-t.h 14 .d~-Ht ~f 

~hoeJJe... Cf ut1M~d ; 111 

~r~/, J CtJttJ Ylo r~I'-S'OIH'Ie_( 
a__ vo.. i l OL b I e.. 1-o 1-Lf I~'-~ 
?astor- QuAMHA-JJ -rAe 

d e c. i -s ib'l-l ,w a..s rvt ~ -1-o 
disctHtL+iVI"!-e tire work 
; I} + h~.--1- (!.__; 4t· 

-( H, Motd<, Tun@, 1'19 il) 
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RECUEROOS DE SOCOT~ · Por Al.exander M. Allan 

XY.V {ICJ]I) 
Haee un cuarto de siglo, m~s o menos, (iUe L.L EVANGELISTA principio 

a. circular en ese municipio de 16,000 habi ta.nt.es al norte de Boya.c~L En la 

vereda de Parpa viv!a el senor Alcib{ades Leal, hombre tan fan!tico en ese 
que 

tiempo, que dec!a si un protestante se acercara a su casa, lo derribar!a 

e 1 sue lo inrnedia tamente. Con t~nto exi to el cur a le ha o!a inculeado e 1 

horror e los protestanted, como emisarios de Sat.a.n!s. 

Un d!e el se~or Leal visitaba la casa de un amigo. Observando un 

libro nuevo sobre la mesa, pidi~ permiso para l.levar~.;elo a su casa para 

leer, permiso concedido al instante. Don Llcib!ades devoro el libro esa 

misma noche. Regresando pronto a la case de su ~igo, le pidi~ ~1 favor 

de prestarle m~e libros de esa olese, diciendole que por toda 1a vida hab!a 

d.eseado conocer verdades espirituales como esas. "Sabe usted que ha est.ado 

leyendo un libro protestante?", le pregunt& el vecino. Completamente sor

prendido, repondio el snor Leal: "no .le sab!a, 11 pero despu's de pensar, 

continuo: "Aunque sea as!, yo necesito saber mls de esas cosas." El libro 

que hab!a le!do :foe "Todo por Gra.cia 11
, por c. H. S-purgeon y el libro que 

llev~ 10. su CRSa f"ue LA S!c.N'I!. BIBLIJ,. 

Lleg.endo e su casa, el seflor Leal, principiando con el Nuevo Testamentq 

como su amigo .le hab{a econsejado, pas~ la noche entera leyendo las sagradas 

p~ginas. P~rec!a que estaba en un mundo nuevo y encont.rO lo que habia bus

cede por toda la vida, la paz en el coraz9n debibo al pecado perdonado, no 

por sus propias peni tencias, sino por la sangre dSl Salvados, derrt.JZUlda por 

'1 en el Calvario. Le encantaba ~s y m&s leer la Palabra y heber en la 

~uente de la verdad. Pidio de 3ogot&, Biblias, libros, tratados y prensa 

eveng,lica para re~r la buena semilla entre sus parientes, amigos y cono-

c id.os. 
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Fue en eea 4lpoce que yo le conoc! primero, por sus interesant.!simas 

cartas y la sinceridad con que buscaba las verdades de Dios. Don Alcib{ades 
no s&lo prove!a de libros a los vecinos, sino que persuadido de la urgencia 

de inculcar el evangelic a los ni~os, fUndo, una escuela en su propia casa, 

humilde- semillero de mucho bien para muchas personas, escuela que '1 mismo 

diritri& por muchos enos y que todav!a contim1a an ot.ras manes. 

Luego, yo procuraba visiter a ?arpa cada tres mesee, y a veces el aefior 

Carlos Galvis me reemplaze.ba. Tanto ~1 como yo siempre regres~bamos l.lenos 

de entusiasmo por el modo c~mo all! se escuchaba ~vidamen~ la predicacion 

del evsngelio, ( seguramente por cUE<tro noches seguide.s) y c6mo recib!s.n gus

tosos nuestras visitas a las fincas. 

Inevitablemente c~6 una fuerte persecucion contra el hermano Leal y la 

peque~A p;rey. Fueron hostilizados en los mercados y atacados en el pul.pito. 

Cierto d!a recib! un telegrama avisand.ome que el sefior Leal estabo preso en 

~oche, ~cusedo de ser comunista. Ese buen hermano no sab!a siquiera lo que 

e f'uera el eomunismo' pero era preciso cerrar 1a escuela y hacer ca.llar a ese 

homb:fl6n quien, como el pro:fete !·m&e, hablabe. denodadamente de su fe en Cris'bo. 

La carcel de Sochn ~e f~tida; los demls prisioneros hombres de mal carac

t~r; 18 comida ineufieiente y ~es~radable. Todo fUe calculado par~ que
b~antar el eep!ritu del priPionero ev9~elico y poner fin a su benefica 

in:fluencia. Y por encima de t.odo, lc.. incertidumbre del futuro, l£, imposi

bilidad de recibir noticias o de saber si estaba ~11! por unB semana, un mee 

o un ano. 

r;- B. •!. :.n ogo ~, la i,glesia y de manere especial la sociednd de Esfuerzo Crie-

tiano, se dieron a la oracion, como el modo m's e~ic~z par& ayddar al senor 

Leal, como hicieron los discipuloE, al saber que Pedro estaba en la c!~cel.. 

Tambien hicimos ante el gobierno el reclamo correspondiente. 0epues de 

pasar el senor Leal e la clircel de Santa Rosa, t•ue pue6to en libertad, lwbian·-

do eetedo en esa~ c~~celes un poco menos de dos semeDBs. Inmediatament.e 

vino e BogotA y se present6 en la capilla mientrae que La Socied&d de EsfUer

zo Cristiano estA-ba orendo -rervorosHmente per '1 que hac!a a todos levantar

se para saludarlo, alabar s Dios y recordar c&mo Pedro, salido de la carcel 
p ' " ·3 
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se present&a los disc{pulos.- PascS unos Cl!as en nuestra oa.sa en Chapi

nero, pHra recuperar_y ret"rigerarse despues de semejante experiencia de 

injusticia y aprovechcS el tiempo tomando clases b!blicas de mi es;Posa, 
coasa que repitio en otras visitas, con gran inter~s y as{ aoumulaba mate-

rial para sus sermones en Parpa. 

Todav!a las autoridades no permit!an la aperturR de la eacuela y me 

toe& hacer un viaje especial a Tunja para abogar per el plantel. Afortu

na.damente f"u~simp~tico el secret.ario del gobernador y fue posible arreglar 

este delicedo nsunto y otra vez se abri& la eacuela. 

A pesar del f"l .. fo y de la lluvia segu!an muy concurridas las reuniones 

trimestrales en Parpa: se organize un comi t~ mientras llegara el d!a ( come 

despu~~ llego) de organizar la iglesia; la escuela se aumentO en ndmero 

y fueron mucho los velientes que se atrvieron s. ller los libros enang~licos 

sin temor alguno. Tuve el privilegio de celebra.r la. Santa. Ceilfi una noche 

de domingo (la primers de muchas celbraciones) cuando f"ueron recibidos los 

primeros cinco miembon. Por lo que he podido saber, :fue esa la primers. 
.I 

Santa Cena Evang,lica celebrade en el departamento de 3oyacf1 (alrededor de 

1928) 

He.biendo mucha necesidad de una css& grande, adecuad.a. para la escuela 'j las 

reuniones, el senor Leal organiz& su grupo y en determinados d!as se reu

nieron los hombres amigos de le obra para proceder e la construcci~n de una 

bueDE. casa de odobe con teja de .barro. Tuve el privilejia y la felicidad dE 

ayudlir un d!a a excavar la zanjas para recibir los cimintos. Todav{a recua 

do aquel d{e de esperanza, el sire libre y fr!o del p!ramo y las beil!si

mas vistas del Valle y de las montanas. Para no hacer muy grande la casa, 

aconsej~ al senor Leal terminar en ciert.o punto, pero el, lleno de fe y 
optimismo, dijo: ''No, seftor Allan, m&s grande tods.v!a. 14 Ae! que result& 

ua cas!!. !Ms costosa y que demoraba rpl.s, pero una ca.sa m's amplie y sufi

eiente p~'ra capilla, escuela y peiza ape.rte. F'ue esa la primera capilla 

evang,lica construida en el Departamento de Boyac~ (alrededor de 1928) 
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Como sucedio el caso de 1a negaci-6 del cure. de SocotA de admitir al ceaen

terio el caaSver de un evang~lico,~ue necesario en Parpe misma ( una hora 

larga ae Socota) un sitio apropiado, que pronto fUe o~recido por un amigo 

de 1a obra. Luego un eomi~ se encorgo de dirigir ln construcci&n de buenas 

tapie..s para encerrarlo. V.uchas impresionante reuniones se han celebr~ado en 

ese rinc~n consagrado a recibir los despojos mortales de quienes en vida, 

hab!an centcdo los hern1osos himnos ev;...:ng~licos. F'ue ese tambi~n el primer 

cementerio evangelico consruido y consagrado en el departamento de Eoyaca. 

r.!as de luchas f;l.quellos, pero d!as de gloriosos triunf'os tambien. Y el 

alma de esa obra flle el senor Alcib!ades Leal, quien ccn su fiel y conea

grada esposa, la ser.ora Paulina Ayala de ~eal, segu!a frente a la escuela 

y dirig{a las reuniones a mas de visi tar otrss dos veredas y organiz!ir 

algunos largos viajes a Casanare que m~s tar-de dieron buen :fruto all{. 

Como obreros que primero pnsaron por esa escueia y posteriormente recibieron 

e instnuccioon m~s a.vanzada en el Instituto 3{blico de Uedell!n, podemos nom

brar al senor Aristomeno Porras, quien has esthdo encc.;.rgado de las iglesias 

de Bucaramanga y de I'h<1gu~ y ha escri to be lias poes!as evang$licE~s, y el 

&enor Cayet:,no ayala, unicF1mente enc<;rgc'do de lc-:: iglesia en Hiomanso, To lima. 

Las siguientes se:r~oritas, despues de pasar por la escuelo:: de Parpa~ y luego 

recibir instrucci~n enpecial en la Escuels. "N'"ol"'rll.C!l, hnn ensenwio en escuelas 

en varias parter. Son las hermRnns r,rAceli, J,urora Sleno. y M~org,~.rita. Leal, 

~obrinas del Eenor Alcib!ades L€al y l& senorita Fidedignn Ayala, hermana 

de la senorn Paulinn de Leal. 

Los a~o~ han pet'lado y htm trA!do muchos cr;.mbios, pero escribo est,os 

~ECT.'~:-!<'DOS d.e loe primeros anos de la obra en SOCOTt., para demostrar que 

" i . . ui 1 pr nc1p1o q eren as cosas", que al~nR persona, como el senor Leal, tine 

que inici~rlas, a pesar de ls persecucion y que tE·les escuealas rurales 

son los :nejores aL1'fl~cigos pare la producci&n de obreros cvan(;!~licos, a ~s 

de servir como centros de p~edicaci~n. 

De: EL EV/$GI~LIS'TA CCL01.1BIANO Octubre de 1946. 
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Dear brother Morek, 
Yours of May 6th was cheerf'ul reading telling all about 

the dedication of the new and large Pae-pa Church. We rejoice with you. 
I think the cooperation between your Miss ion giving funds and the local 
people f','iving time and labor,is admirable.I did exactly· :the same with the 
f'irst arblJe church and school.The plan was slow but satisfactory and all 
were very happy about it. The psychology of us giving them a gift for their 
churCh always makes a bigger*appeal than requesting them f'or a gift for 
OUR church. As far as I know~bef'ore that date (around I928) churches had 
been built in r.olombia but with American money. I THINK Soc.ota. was perhaps 
the first to be built by the people themselves practical~. 

The first to be interested in Protestantismo in Parpa was 
MrArquimedesBello,a carpenter living in Pa~a. Somehow he got evangelical 
books,probably from our Rook-store in Bogota,also a Bdlble. He interested 
Mr Leal: tJ;en Leal ~ote to us for more books • Mr Bello never developed 
much sp1r1 tuall~ hllilsel:t' but fie set others a-thinking.He also made I think 
the doors and WJ.ndows for the church. ' ' 

Mr Leal was one of a number of converts who had previously 
~en helpers,or acolytes or sacristanes in ~.c. chu;r-ches . and af!fr rfnver
SC8fu3f5f~ helpful ~ the missionary or Pfelacher., 1n var1ous par s o · 

• T•ffr Leal was living in Ibague in I956.I think a letter addresse · 
to him at Apart Nac if 4 (Presbyterian box) would get him within a few days 
He and his wife ( a daughter of Mr Ayala ) would remember the names of' 
the early members.So would her parents in Parpa,if alive and some others. 

'Unfortunately,the official list which I left in Bogota has not 
been f'ound yet. 

Mr Leal became agent for our Bibles and books and the paper 
and was the real :founder and the heart and soul of the movement in Parpa. 
He visited,persuaded and instructed with enthusiasm.He believed that on~ 
by getting the children away from their home influence could the new gener
ation get away from old customs and h~bits,so he founded and for many years 
taught a primary school for boys ~nd girls in his dwn home,where also any 
visiting preacher held his meetipgs. I tried to have meetings there a few 
times each year,:from Wed. through Sunday,and on such occasions,we visited 
families by day as well. I was the official pastor,responding to Presbytery 
for this and other small congregations not ready to become organized 
churches;rtr Leal was my representative,and we had a consulting Committee 
to help us examine candidates for membership in "La Iglesia ~sparcida u. 

Mr Leal made periodic visits to our home in Bogota when-Iva:' Leal 
was coached by my wife in sermon-preparation and Bible study etc. 
!fis bride-to-be lived in our home for two years or so, to learn sewing' 
home-making,cooking and other studies as a preparation for chr~sti~n work. 
Mr Leal and the Parpa believers suffered for long years from tne b1tter 
opposition and persecution of the priest of Socota but this seemed to draw 
them closer together,as an eva~gelical brotherhood. 

l'.t!r Leal interested AT ,Pascual Silva and many othE:rs in 
Casanare Tamara and all along the road to Casanare and that led to La 
Aguada school and church being built • In those days I used to spend some 
days in Sogamoso quarterly,having meetings,forming a nucleus,selling books 
etc. I am so glad that you have opened a boarding school there,as it is·~!-~ 
port of Casanare and was much needed. Long may it prosper. There used to bEf 
a Liberal school there,which I sometimes addressed,and it did good work. 

I think I' 11 close this. Maybe later I can discover or think up some moreo 
I enclose two mdre copies of my previous letter to you,in 

case you find a use for them • 
We are glad that your Mission came in when it did and hope 

that in Bo~ota and in Boyaca and Casanare,you may have progress and found 
churches and schools for the future. 

r5 :,~~.-~~ver~(;o~J.J~:~~~ t;~ t;~~.i~3:C~ t~· . .;~~~ ~}ye/)~Jv-~ 
. ~-~-; '--' /" , .. ' 
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SO COT A 

.... _~ 

1. .Afio en que se et'i\zo"la obra en la region de Socota fj';. 3 ~ ~~", d 1!,/".3. 

2. Fecha o ano en q_ue el Rdo. Allan hizo su prirnera vi si ta a esa region E/;. o ~ ~ 
· ~~.. kAitJ.o 

~~~~~~~ 
3. Fe~ha o afio en que se ernpezo la escuela e~angtHica en Parpa C.:. ~d/[,2 Y 

P~ra.. eel e./iJI-Q...c fol/l ck_ 5ivn.J-A. C.et\a.. - '<t ~ f- pc,.. /1/eJ'(J.Ader- M, 'R 1/a.Jt· 

4. Fecha de la inauguracion de la capilla, o si no hubo inauguracion, cuando se 

torno en usa fu I r 3 4 
5. Cuanto duro la capilla en construcci6n? 6-~ _a{/). f a/3 b 
6. Fecha en que se inaugur6 el cereenterio (o cuimdo, se tom6 en uso) ~J 4 tJ~ 
,d J f 3 tJ, .4- ./,. -~ .-7:- d-? ~ ~, ....... ~pt 
!fd4- ~-



Sr. don Alcibiades Leal F. 
Apartado A~reo 649 
Iba~u~, Tolima 

Apreciado amigo y hermanoa 

~ 2 

Mayo 12, 1959 

Mucha le agrad.ezco su amable carta de.fecha d.e ayer, la cual me apresuro a con
testar, pues me alegro con los datos que ella contiene. Ud. me ha hecho un gran 
servicio porque me contesta pr~guntas que hasta ahora nin~in otro me contesta. 

Para mi seria de mucho valor el recibir a su primera oportunidad los d.emas datos 
-.1.ue me dice que tiene para enviarme. :Mil gracias! 

Me d.oy cuenta tambien de lo lamentablemente incompleto que es el registro de las 
defunciones y entierros, en Parpa, aUn durante el tiempo que el Rdo. Allan les 
servia, que era mas bien U..l'J. hombre de mucho ord.en. Creo que liay varios casos 
cuando ha habido entierros en ausencia de pastor y se ha olvidado o se ha des
cuidado de suministrarle :iespues los datos para poder entrarlos en el registro. 
Para revisar tal registro he pedido a unos de los mas ancianos alla que me ayuden 
con su memoria y ya han resultado nombres de;varios difuntos que no figuraban en el 
registro. Tango la impresi6n de que podria habe-~ mas. Ud. me haria un gran favor 
al hacer una lista de los enterrados en el ce~enterio evangelico de la Cimarrona, 
precisando hasta donie fuera posible las fechas de muerte y entierro, durante el 
tiempo que Ud. vivia en Parpa. 

A proposito, no le conte que se va a ampliar el cementerio con tierras .lonadas 
a1 costa.io noreste del presente cementerio. 

Me per·ione lo breve de la presente y le pido el favor -ie su [;rata contestacion. 
Reciba un cordial abrazo el cual hago extensive para los suyos, y mis votos por 
su complete bienestar en el Senor. 

Su amigo que le estima, 

Arnfeld C. I.~orck 
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LA MISION EVANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOMBIA 

En el nombre del Padre, del Hijo y del Espiritu Santo 
extiende esta carta de llamamiento a 

GERARDO WILCHES 

nara ser EVANGELISTA en dicha mision con el campo de trabajo el . , 
campo total de la mision en Colombia y con su centro de trabajo y 
habitacion siendo PARPA (9ocota). 

, 
Como Evangelista la mision espere de usted las siguientes: 

1. que predique y ensefie la Palabra de Dios en toda su pureza para , 
la salvacion de alm's perdidas y en conformidad con las doctrinas 
de la Iglesia Evangel1ca Luterana; 

, 
2. que s1empre coopere con 1~ mision en todas sus plRnes y especial-
mente con el pastor a qulen responde; 

, ~ . 

3. que siempre este listo t:rabajar en cu~lquiera parte de 18. m1sion 
por los tiempos senelados por la mislon (como parA predicar, vender 
libros, ensenar, etc.); 

4. que siempre se conduzca como siervo de 6risto en una manera dig
. na de un hombre de :Uios; 

5. que r!llcono;.::.ca que su o:icio:. de Evangelista de Cristo ea princi
pa:}.mE;nte el de predical~ lb. Palabra y que no incluye la administra
cion de los sacramentos sino con la autorizaci&nespecifica de la 

i . " ' -m SLOn y que asL se conuuzca. 

De parte de la mi~lbn prometemos las si~u1•ntes: 

1. que sierupre lo respe:~~~mc~ cvruo companero en la obra ae Cristo, 
~ecord~n~ole en nuestraa oraciones y asisti~ndole en las reapon
sabilidades J.~ SU"O:icio· ; 

Nj&'tltl....t 
2. que p~e;a.remos SU'" ·sueldo·" de noventa (90.00) pesos(para el matri-
monLo) y loa 3a~to~ neces~rios del trabajo man~a!o por la miaibn; 

3. que, aunque reservamoti el derecho de man~arle a cualquiera parte· 
.::.e nuestro ca:npo de trabajo por perlodo:;, sean de tiempo COl'to o 
laY· go, s iempre C.aremos consi~~J.~ ac ion a sus c ire unstancia s per sonale s. 

..... i' . .,.. " j.;u -:.ama, .coy ~ca 
Uctubr~ 29, 1947 

I~ !.~ 
Supe:r·inten.Je nte 



EXJERH'S FROM F AKNY 1 S Ll!.---rTERS 

Sometime during l1arcl1 of tr~s year I wrote a little bit about one of our school 
teaohers in an article entitled, "She Went to ¥~sa•. Fanny has now been teaohing 
in that place for four months and the enrollment:of children in the school has reached 
thirty. We viei ted her a few weeks after school began and she told us that ohe was 
very happy in her work there and had become accustomed to the rood that was to be 
her portion for this nchool year. Sinoe that time we have. received several letters 
from her which t'illed us with oo mu::h joy that I would like to share portions f'rom 
two of' them with those or you who are interested in her progress there. 

111 would like to tell you that I have thought of.' taking upon tey"eelf the conducting 
of church services in l'auso. the weeka that don Gerardo does not come here. These 
will be held on 11edneaday evenin:;s. Perhaps I could conduct the service one week 
and don Gerardo the other. I believe tr~t the wo~ship service is the soul of a 
congregation and that without 1 t the work f'requently weakens. But I do not wish 
to do this without connulting you, or without your permission and a.r::proval. There
fore, would you please tell me soon what you think would be better, or if' what I 
h~ve been thinking is all ri~ht. 

11 Alno, I wish to !:legin visiting the families; not only complimentary visits, 
but with the aim to speak o:' Je~us. I was thinking of' this last week and 
hardly wanted to come here to 1-a.rpa for three days of' vacation because I was so 
eager to be~in/ In any case, my only desire is to glori-fy the name of' Jesus. 11 

Naturally, Pastor lt.orok encouraged her to go ahead with her desires for the work in 
l·~uaa. A month later we received a.n enthusiastic report Of' her of'forto which reads 
in part as f'ollowet 

11 I have wanted to write this letter f'or the past. several days but there was no one 
to send it with. Thankf'- to 3-od f'or His daily ':llear.ings which I have noted more 
and more theee last days. He always brin:;s to our hearts and minds His en
couraging pr~ises. 

11 As previous!y stated, I am visitin::; the homes here an: have been to all except 
those :"a.rthest awa;;r which I have not been able to visit because of' bad weather. 
I believe that the Lord has blessed these visits. Glory to Himl The worship 
services have been succesarul. Last Wednesday it rainea, but twenty persor~ 
oarue to the r:ervioe, most o:' them adults. l!.ore have attended the other services. 
I believe the people who attend know very little about the Christian lif'e; nor 
have they experienced salvation, and it is this that we want thee to have. I 
::~.sked. don Jera.rdo to ask you if' you could send oe soo.e tracts or other circulars 
to distribute. I be~ieve they will be read with much interest. de dedicate a. 
period oE' time after the ser~ ice to r-ra::rer. 

ttr now h·we -thirty children in the sci1ool and because of that there i e B.l1 hour 
and a half' more of' classes each day: that is, from 8tOC to lll~ a.m. and from 
ltOO to 4s ~ p.m. l.':.a.y this ::,e to t!'1e g lor.r of' J.od. 11 

We thank J.od for people like ?'a:my and prs;y that soon there might be ma.ey more like her 
vrho :will, have come out o:7 darkness into the Light of' the Goavel with a clear teetii!loey 
of .. ~tb.eir:.: faith in the livin; Ghriot. 

-Hildur Norok 



Service as 

SCOOT! 

Parish Report 
1948 

Since Maroh Parpa and fAuea have been served by Gerardo and Isabel Wilohes, 
he as evangelist and she as teacher. They left early in December. Residing in 
Parpa, Gerardo has visited ~ausa every two weeks. Fanny Jimenez, who taught in 
Mausa, volunte$red to cc.nduct services there the SUndays that Gerardo was in Parpa. 
She also did splendid visitation work and thus increased the attendance and made 
new ccntacts, for which she is to be commended highly. Besides the SUnd.ey services 
and SUnday School, Gerardo also held two Bible study and prqer meetings a week in 
different homes, and gathered the young people for social games and devotion at his 
home on Saturday nights. These ,rayer meeti~s and young peoples meetings were not 
held during the first months of their service in Parpa. 

Day Schools& 

Parpa had ~~ enrollment' of 33• A few of this number, however, left school 
before the year was over to wor.k on the farms. 

Ma.uaa had an enrollment· of 30 which also dwindled some the second semester. 

Vacation Bible Sohoolt 

Leticia Oorzo and Ernestina Mora (as well as the Wi1ohes J are to be highly com
mended for the success of the vacation bible school which the two senoritas held in 
Parpa, from November 2;t. to December 5, with an enrollment of 35 children. Ma.usa did 
not want vacation bible school this year. 

Pastoral visits• 

During the year I made 8 visits to the Socota parish. Hildur accompanied me 
on four of these, Ostrem on one, and Ha.lde on one. 

Ba.rtismss 

Five baptisms were ad.ministereda Hilma 3ello (adult), JIJu-ia Vega (bar-tized in 
Duitama), Joel Acevedo, Natividad Ojeda (died about an hour a_?ter baptism}, Jorge 
Elieoer Leal. 

Marriages& 

Pedro Fernandez a."1d A.Yla Blanca Leal were married Septemoer 15th in Parpa. 

Property: 

The Jvlission purchased a house and a few acres of land from the Porras for 
$1700. The $.200.00 for the additional lot containing wood is to be paid in lvfa.rohJ 
194,. Thus, there remains 3300.00 for repair and improvement of house. or this 
sum $,30.00 have been invested in two single beds (not paid to date), and $10.00 for 
repair of' roof and purchase of lime, $4.00 have been advanced for moving of the 
stove from Mausa_which we are purchasing, ru1d $2.80 for padlocks for the house. 

• • • "2-



Socota Parish Report (1948) - 2-

The ~scritura 11 on the chapel lot is still pending. Ho\'fever, we have agreed 
with the Porras to pay $150.00 for the lot, four meters to the left of chapel (facing 
it), erlanding twenty meters :from front corridor downwards and joining Sixto Porras 
on right about sixteen meters from right corridor. The congregation has prbvided 
boards to put in the flooring still lacking. 

The Parpa Road 1 

This voluntary project has rested almost a year, but work wa.s again resumed 
· in October and it is to be hoped that the jeep can soon park in front of the 

mission house in Parpa. 

RespectfUlly submitted, 

Arnf'eld o. V.orck 



Regarding FARPA 

On March 8, 1949, Pastors Lloreda, Shaull, Ca<iro~~and Mayorga came to my house to 
talk over the situation in Boyaca as requested by the adjoined note from Alfonso 
Lloreda. 

Pastor Lloreda had received various (2 or ), I believe) letters from Farpa written 
by Mr. Leal, and. the last one accompanied by a petition signed by various believers 
in Parpa requesting that the Presbyterians again take over the field. I asked them 
what complaints the letters had contained and what reasons for desiring this change, 
and Lloreda told me that tl~re were two main reasons; first, that we had not attended 
them, and second, that they were dissatisfied with Lu~heran doctrine. In the last 
letter a third was added; nameay, our withdTawal from Duitama. 

This commission consisting of the above-named men (so-called 11 Comision de Acercamiento 
Int~rdenominacional) expressed that they as representatives of the Colombian Synod 
had no interest whatsoever in taking over the former Presbyterian terri tory in Boyaca 
but that their not answering the above-mentioned letters did not solve the problem 
in que~tion. I admitted that it was quite true that we had not·been able to se~ve 
them as we should, pointing out briefly the his;tory of our mission and stating that 
at the end of 1944 when Thoresen and I arrived in Colombia there was only one male 
missionary on the field, Olger Quanrud. Trygve Salte had passed away and Ostrem and 
Larson were on furlough. Nor had we aqy national workers and we have been working 
very short-handed until the present when we have receiyed reinforcements. I pointed 
out to them the number of missionaries we have on the field; that we have one married 
and graduate national worker who had served farpa quite satisfactorily for one year, 
moreover, Ostrem had ~erved them as a resident missionary for two year~whereas the 
service while under the Presbyterians had amounted to occasional visits by t~. Allan, 
facts of which the Commission was well aware, and thus the accusation was some\'lha.t 
false that we had not attended them at all; that we have also other nationals who have 
worked part-time and will soon be ready for full-time service·. 

They then asked me what I would. suggest, to which I replied that it would seem to 
me the rrost advisable that since we a:re now in a better position to do intensive 
work things be left as they are while we endeavor to instruct them somewhat more in 
doctrine as I am convinced many of them still do not have a clear idea of whether 
they really believe in Lutheran or Presbyterian doctrine. The individual who has 
caused the most dissatisfaction (Leal) openly admits that he is not a Presbyterian 
either (here I also expressed that vle were experiencing a certain reaction and crisis 
at the present time in our mission becaus~ of taking our doctrinal stand seriously; 
for example, our stand on baptism, pointing out to them that they, although historical 
adherents to infant baptism, were not receiving this reaction because of not maintaining 
firmly their historical position). I then said that if the case should be that after 
thorough indoctrination and active work, and that we were still unable to gain their 
confidence, and that any group should sincerely claim to be fresbyterian and want to 
be served by them, such a case would then require consideration. As to the present, 
anyone who kno\'ts the truth of the situation realizes that the dissatisfaction in farpa 
has been instigated almost entirely by one individual. This staterrent I have had 
confirmed, since talking to the Commission, by believers in farpa. 

The above-mentioned commission also informed me that oral remarks had reached them 
from individuals in Casanare to the same effect- that they would like to go back 
to the Presbyterians. Upon inquiring they told me that these remarks had come through 
Benito Silva and relatives of Aristomeno Forras. Reference was made (in the 
letters directed from Parpa to said commission) to the transfer of the Boyaca field 
by the Presbyterians to the Lutherans as something the equivalent of a horse deal 
in which the believers themselves had no voice, but simply arranged by a few missionaries_, 
and naturally we cannot deny the force of that. argument. However, it seems that the 
men were satisfied with the explanation ~iven and ready to follow ~ suggestion. They 
said that if we could go ahead with our :r;rogram there and win their confidence, then 
we solve our own problem and theirs. 

--Arnfeld c. i<orck 



STATION RE:t-ORT 1949 SOCOTA 

Along with the Bogota station I received the responsibility of the Socota station 
which had been Pastor Morek's. Since I personally have not had direct contact with the 
work done there, this report shall consist chiefly of the reports made to me by Miss 
~elson and Miss Heerde. After the Conference Miss Bergh and Miss Danielson became our 
~rst resident mi~~ionaries in Parpa. Together they opened the work which was continued, 

after Miss Bergh left about a month latee, by Miss Danielson and Miss Jimenez. When the 
Institute reopened Miss Jimenez left Parpa and Miss Danielson was alone until Miss Heerde 
joined her in May. In August Mr. Pausanius Wilches and his wife Ernestina arrived to . 
serve as national workers and together with Miss Heerde carried on the work there. Miss 
Danielson left Parpa for Tunja and subsequently came to Bogota. 

The following is Miss Danielson's report: 

While Joyce Bergh was with me we consentrated on intensive visitation work to all homes, 
believer's or Catholic's, for long distances all around us. With this we ca~ried on.Sunday 
School on Sunday mornings, and services on Sunday evenings as well as Tuesday evenings, with 
Luther League meetings on Thursday evenings. After we had made at least one vistt to each 
of the homes for miles around, we began more services. Services were begun in Comesa 
every Sunday morning while the Sunday School was left in Colombian hands. A women's group 
was started with meetings every two weeks. Our League had grown to such a size that we 
found it necessary to divide it in two. Thus each week we carried on two League meetings. 
Every Friday evening we had services in Colombian homes ••• one ~·riday eveing at a home near 
Socota, and the following week in the Bello home, an hour's walk toward Mausa. Thus we 
had services every two weeks in each of these homes. Om Sunday a month was Mausa Sunday. 
On Monday evenings for several weeks we also had special services in·· a believer's home for 
four samilies that had fallen away from the Church and from Christ. As soon as they 
began to attend services in the chapel we discontinued these special services. We~.are.c 
happy to report that today all of these families are faithful families in the Church 
even to the extent that during these days of trying times three of these families did not 
11 protest" even for political reasons. Easter week climazed our joy when we found from 100 
to 200 people present at the services. We had also four baptisms on Easter evening. Soon 
~ter this a new mayor and police were put in Socota and political and religious persecution 
~gan. At our first service in the month of May at the home near Socota we had five shots 
fired around the home while we were conducting the service. The tension continued so we had 
no more services after this away from the chapel except in Comesa. This too, was 
discontinued for awhile because of political tension, which was climaxed in the killing of 
a young man in Comesa, whom we buried on election day. But through it all we saw Christ 
working. The attendance declined as the tension continued but many have remained firm. 

The follo~~ng is an attendance report submitted by Miss Heerde. 

Average Attendances: 
Services 

----In comesa 22 
----In Parpa 90 

Meetings 
---S .s. in Parpa 20 
----Children's Meeting 35 

----Prayer meetings 18 ----Women's meeting 30 
----Young People's 60 
----Health Class 45 

(begun in May) 

Pausanius Wilches made a ten day trip to El Oso in September but because of the 
political sit~ation it was impossible to make the monthly trips to Mausa for services there. 

From May to October a Day School was held with an enrollment of 30. Mrs. Paulina Leal 
was the teacher. 

Repairs were begun on the chapel and most of the floor was laid before the work had 
to be left. On the first of November the Parpa station was evacuated at least for the time 
being due to the political tension. 

e Throughout the year there were a total of 4 baptisms with Pastor Morek officiating, one 
wedding with P~stor Quanrud officiating, and 4 burials, one being in Mausa with a national 
in charge. Also last Spring Pastor Morck.dedicated the cemetery in Mausa. 

After several years of waiting, the people of Parpa received this year a great blessing 
from the consecrated work of those who labored there. We pray that we might return and that 
the Word sown might bear much fruito Respectfully submitted, 4ohan A. Bergh 



Socota II 

"And at even when the sun did set, they brought unto Him all that were sick" 
Mark 1:32. 

Parpa affords a 1.'1ealth of opportunities in the ministering to the physical 
needs of the people. Can we pass them by unheedint;? For miles around they hare 
no one to turn to for,physical help, because the doctors were forced to leave 
the town and even the drug stores were closed. 

Upon my arrival in Parpa we met a very fanatical Catholic lady. After greetine; 
her and asking when she was going to visit us, she replied:"Never". Just three 
days later she came twith her sister for a series of eight injections, one 
each day. This is only one exalJ!.ple of the many barriers that trere broken down 
through this ministry. 

One SUnday after the services in C6mesa, many cBIOO for consultation. On the way 
home Helen Danielson remarked: "I couldn't help but be reminded of how they 
brought the sick to Jesus. 

For six months we were able to carry out tj#j a health program, which was 
cant inually growing with interest and enthusiasm. Not a few were cared for 
during this short period and because of the extreme poverty most of the medicim 
were paid for with potBtoes and eggs. 

The :peorJle were always encouraged to come to our house, but when not able, sick 
cells were also made in their adobe homes. One wonders how recovery can be 
possible, considering the pitiful conditions in which they live. 

It was truly 8 blessed experience to be able to, in a small way, elaviate 
their fevers and pains, as well as, to see jfhe ugly sores completely disap:pAAr 
from their aching bodies. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Signed: Elizabeth E. Heerde. 
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1. Rent or upkeep .of. p.rop~r.ty: •.•.•.•. • •. • •.•.•.•. •· •. •· •· .•. •· •· .:•:....-......-rf~eoQ.:~·:....;:t>-0;....;;;._. 
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1. Rent or upekeep of' property • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·• • .••.•. 
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Cook ( wa.ge.s ). •. •. •. •. 4;. .. •.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ·----------

s. Library ••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. •· •· •.•. ----------
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10. Athletic supp1ie.s ........................................... •----------
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2. 
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S.PECI.AL BUDGETS: 
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A loe Oreyentee •n Cristo de 
Sooota, Boysel " 

Queridoe hermanos en el Senora 

3o~ot8, enero 29 de 1951 ... 

Reoiban mi atento saluda en lliombre de Nuestro Salvador, Jeouoristo. Lee ha eeorito 
Ultimamente el Sr. Q.uanrud, por oonduo'ho de Don Pedro Fe!'ne.ndez y yo deeeo eolemente 
"'regar mia salud~~ personaUts, ya que el Sr. Bello y la sra. ~ de viaje para 
Parpa y me llevaran la preoente a uetedes. 

Oomo lee puede deoir Don Arquimedes, hen heoho Don Olger y el Sr. Lazear todo lo 
posible por ahora pare. solicitar a.lguna gar~mt!a a eu favor o para su proteoci&n, 
preeentan<lo los memoriales correapondienteecllif•.oaso. Y de aqu! adelantam.oe el 
asunto hasta donde se puede, Dies mediante. 

Sinembargo, la Pelsbra de Dies tanto como la experienoia nos ens~~ que no podemos 
oonf'iar sino solo en Dios, que SAbe librarnoa del poder d~JJmtanla Y conduoirnoa 
vio~riosos por los peligros, dolores, pruebae y afliooione$ y sun por la muer~~ 
mialne.. Lee encomiendo el Sefior, con lae Palabraa de Romanos 6t3l a 39• ;.;,;:;;=;;;;;;;.;;...---

Esta noeh& maes tenido oraei.&n especial para ustedes. y esta no ee la. primera vez, 
ni dejamoe de lleve.rles tmte el Trono de Dios en nu.estras tmpliaas dierias, que el 
Senor lee fortalezca y lee guarde en sue indecibles afliociones y por la emargura 
de la pereeouci~n. Yo ~ <lUe el Esp!ri tu Santo ha puesto en eus corazonee el mnor 
de Cristo de modo que pueden orar vietorioeamente aun por los que lee peraiguen y lee 
ultrajen. As! es el Esp{ritu de Cristo. ftEstad firmes en El•. 

Tengo tantoe buenos recuerdos de horus pl'eeioeas entre uetedee ouando ,.Pil:1'ttmos 
juntos de las riq""eees de le Palabra de Dios y me duele en el oorazon el no podcr 
ahora gozar de ese o0m:paffer19!110 en Oristo. Pero segtfu me dan a entender la situs
cion de ella' egrevar!a nuestra pre~encia entre uetedes stm mae eu sufrimiento. 
Perm!tanme expresar m~:. gratitu& por las horae benditas y f'elioea en medio de uetedes 
y el gozo que eun ehora siento por saber de le firmeza d~~ la fe con que los fieles 
en Cristo II eet.ln afrentlndose a los ataquea de Sete.nla-. Jeet!s dijo que las puertas 
del infierno nunoa prevaleoer!an eontra au Iglesia y Bl oumplira est& promesae 

Solemente mirando f1jament.e sl gran Saorifioio del Ca.lvarlo pddemoe aguantar loe 
trenendoe sufrimientoe que nos vienen en los ultimos d!aa. Bien puede ser que se 
aoeroa ya la hora en que nuestro Glorl.oeo Redentor verdre del oielo para llevarnoe 
a la plena gloria de au Presencia. 

Oonfes~oe a El todo peoa.do .~··· impureza que nos pueden hnpedir el estar list,os a 
encontrarnos con El. Oh que gozo eerrt oua.ndo vera:noe care a cara al Gran Salvador 
quien por eu muerte dio'lllUerte a la. muerte para que noeotroe viviesenos eternemente. 

Su herm.a.no y aenidor en Cristo, 

Arnfeld o. Morek 

!] 
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. b! 0 . , 3 ? rec1 ~ J.nstruccion antes del bautismo el 1 d.e julio de 1955. 

deb~de tomar Ia instrucci6n ahora. 

~~~T:L) 
J6venes bautizados en la iglesia de Parpa que deben de estar ~ clase de instrucci6n: 

Nornbre: 

/Guillermo Leal Parada • • 

I Adelrno Beni tiz Abril • • • • 

I'Anicia Benitiz Abril 

YGustavo Beni tiz Abril 

. . . . . 

Fecha de nacimiento: 

4/12/40 

4/4/37 

2/5/39 

Carleli Torres Herrera • • • • • 
10/9/41 

2/10/42 
. 'l) ~~oL~P~ 2/l/44 (J.vc I ll-/ 

Elva Acevedo Ortiz 28/9/45 

10/8/44 ~- Urid M~n:ivjtso Fernandez 

Jacobo Ortiz 

~~,~~ 
2~/10/43 

15/11/46 •· 

10/5/46 Ana Blanca Benitiz Abril 

Hilcias Mendivelso Fernandez 15/7/46 
. " 

Fausta Ireni~Gloria Porras 15/9/43 

Michal Parada Fernandez 

Elizabeth Torres Herrera 

i Alva Eunice Torres Ayala 

20/5/46 

12/5/46 

23/4/44 

No-rniernbros con nifios bautizados en Parpa: 

, }l.rc"Emio Ortiz "Jr Rodulfa Uyaban de Ortiz, JYebrail Barrera. y Nenaida M. de B. 
/t~argari ta Duran de A. '\ Rosaura Ortiz de Acevedo 

CJose Vega M. 
Ana Blanca Rodriguez de Vega 

iJesus Benitiz y Edelrnira Abril de ~ 
~Epifanio Fernandez Velandia y Ernestina 
Leticia Herrera 
Romero Herrera y Mariana P. de Herrera 

..; Aracely Leal (nino bautizado en Bogota) 
Eduardo Camacho Hurtado 

Cecelia Fernandez Velandia 
R. de F. 

R •S· 
foU:a ~~a Herr~ra~de Torres ·- ~~ 
Luis N1no y PrlSClla Porras de N4no (si~no 
,-- . .,. ~ __ fue confirmad~ 'Bogota) . 
<J!9racio Por;~s-,P~ y Yaq uel in Abril -d~~ ~~ 

'

Fideligno ]tieniivelso y Lucrecia T. de M. ~)Ot4 
Isabelins. Herrera · 
Jacinto Vega y Olga Maria R. de Ve~a 
Maria Acevedo 
J.Baudil io Leal 
Silvia Bello de Leal 



Favor de apuntar los nombres y apellidos de las abuelos de las siguientes personas: 

a .·· r 
• 7 ' 

' ;J. I 

Montoya Olivos, Richardo --~~~~~~~~~~~ 

,o 
\o,. Torres Ayala, Luis 

Alberto 

J" ., $ ,a-., / 
7; 1l Leal Parada, Ana Blanca 

) 

~' Ortiz, Jacobo 
J..y 

'l-

-~ Benit~z Abril, Adelmo 

U Nino Porras; 

Ademas: 

Fecha de nacimiento de Luis Arpidio Nino Porras / ~ A }{I-V". / g,y :2._ • 
--------~---------------------

Fecha de matrimonio civil de Jesus Beni tiz L. y Edelmira Abril F. t ~ / j .3 4 
" " " II " Al'ci biade s Acevedo y Rosaura Ortiz 16-~ { ~ lf 3 



Creyentes no-miembros: 

Jorge Olivos (padre) y Isabel Montes de 0. 

Heracleo Abril y Ana Sixta F. de Abril 

Favor de averiguar los siguientes datos: 

Emma Abril de Porras: Fecha de nacimiento 

Fecha de bautismo 

Lugar de bautismo 

Sibilina Ayala de Torres: 

Jorge Olivos: 

P..mel ia Abril : 

Fecha de nacimiento ;t.g hnr. I 'JO j 

Fecha de bautismo ~1 
Lugar de " 
Fecha de bautismo 

Fecha de nacimiento -:r A.~ If 0 1_ 
Fecha de bautismo LJQ~ 1<'109 
Lugar de bautismo ~ 
Padre ::k...,.~ 

<2_1 - • • 0. • I 

Madre~~ 
!-f,{, r ;/.: ' . ~·\ : ~~· 

Eccehomo Abril: Fecha de nacimiento n3 I d.~. /BtPtf ·p 
Fecha de bautismo 

Lugar de bautismo ~ 

Madre ~ F~t:LJ~ c14 ~. 
Padre -ii:::!i ~ ~ 

Efilia.na Fernandez de Abril: Fecha de nacimiento :J,~:>rJ!ZtJt!Jn. 

::::: ~i:~: ~~ 
~::: w:·~~; 



·e 

Favor de conseguir y apuntar los siguientes datos acerca de personas 
recibidas por carta de transferencia: 

Fecha de Nacimiento 

Eli Abril Fernandez 

Rasaura Ab~il Riano 

Maruja Parada Fernandez !:Z 
Maruja Panqueva Galvis 

Irma Fernandez Nino 

Mercedes Olivos de Leal 



• 
\' 

Lista ie las personas que han siio enterraias en el Cementerio Evangelico de Parpa 

Favor de suministrar los datos que faltan hasta donde sea posibleJ tambien los 
nombres de otros evangel]cos no enterrados en el cementerio evangelico y ionde 
estan enterrados. 

l. Silvia Fernandez de Bello 
/ 

. 1. Natalia Mendivelso 
" 
3. "Milciades Abril Fernandez -

· Fecha de Fecha de Fecha de 
Nacimiento Muerte Entierr6"_ -------- -------- -··-·--·--

-------- /J. od: 19 :3 I) ) ~ t:n:l.p 3 ~ 
------- ..2 9 1-t.-t:r-u, ij;;J..C>-----

" 4. Ignacio · Porras· • • • • ... .Z""-~--·-----=-'.....;~;_~_'Lj_,__ 
~/" . . - .. :-~ \ 

1!~;~~------
~J??.vv. l?J/, 03~-/? ~(e 

''-J- 5.' Agustin Fernandez 

6. Vicente.Herre;ra · : •. 

9• Rebeca Porras Velandia 
- -!..., • • • -

10. Ricardo Leal Porras 

~r .):1. Adam Gomez • • • • • 

V- ;,12. Arpidio Nifi9 .. J3enitez 

I &r:J: 1? :r3 3~d-/j.fJ . -"~ 13. Marcos Porras • • • 

14. Domingo Torres Mendive1so j.,~ ~~ 19;fi:o 
15. Isabel Fernaniez.de Mendive1soJ.o..;_.~_..¢J.."""""'...,__•==----

16. Elena Uendivelso P. 

1.1. Elizabeth Parada Fernandez 

18. Normando Leal Parada 

19. Urid Mendive1so gernandez 

20. Elva Acevedo Ortiz 

J.o~, tftJ:r 

J,g k~ I!J'Itr 

-4 fn~ I ~4i 

II Jj/h. I f;r&> L-dtl.d; .. Jf ::,-~ 

¢3.Jrl J-i-:rY t, tf~r~:r~-a

:2.3 Jr' /9:>5C t2 £s,.J. ~~:r<;r 
:Lb yfc'• .. :a j'3t,tt ./l ~~~rr 
lrt ~d ;gr;.! ;2..-0 rgel- /f'!g 

s. ~ ltEJc- u~ tnt ,tj;jj_/i_f 
l'. ~ d H ''+ ~·~I9J.t =m_ . , , . r 

:::~ ~-~)21. Purificaci6n Ve1anclia de 
' '1- ,. '•. l 22. Joaquina Velandia y 3 'J;Hur I !Jig S 4• Ut11J&> /st.~S 

2 3 • · Epif anio Fernandez f~ --__;.---_J./--!!..~.....:~==--=J..=--- 1 r . .J~t g'i" .-/~ /9'1'- .1 

.24. Sixto Porras 

25. Virgilio Torres Ayala 

·-·'"" 

lt1:1- 1fiJ+LIJfi7 ·~ r i/4. l?-s;= 
J_f tfrt I ft!-1,' 22 ~. / ?'f""' 

(si~Je- otro lado) 



Beril ip.,.Torres Ayala 

Gustavo Leal· · 

Fecha de 
Nacimiento 

Fecha de 
. Muerte 

Fecha de 
En tierra 

. . ~ tfk.;( /~_33. . :J_,(;~ /133 .f.~~ I 933 

-· -'-·J-t D1~ /J'J& 3 I ffn~ !fJ3. c!: £~6 .;:~ JL 

Apell~dos de lps diez nines que se cree fueron enterrados (sin bautizaor ).~ 

Wt~.Wt~ ·a~· 
..... 

OJqlUO{ci:) 'J?:>DAOII 'O{trn,t 

sz 'ION OpP!lDdV 

: SSalpp'\{ a{qD:) 

:o:>!JJ?l.OaraJ. ugp:>a.!!<I 

. . ., . - ------------.. --

ttt•vs ·J?t<>&oa ouoJ'ltax 

9I·6Z 'ION opoPDdv 
08·6~ oaly'\f opotmdV 

u;>paruv t{lnOS JO UO!SS!li\I U11.1<)t{ln'J {11:l!{a1JU11A:ff 11!qWOJO:) aqJ, 

VUIW0'103 N:!l VNV'H:!Iiliil'l V31'1:3:DNVA:3: NOISIW V'l 
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Loolf.ng at: Foreign Missions • • • 
UGHTED PATHS 
By Arnfeld C. Morek 

(The rural congregations of "El Buen Pastor" near So
cota, Colombia, consisting of two groups of members sep
arated by miles of mountains, receives three by baptism 
and twenty-two by confirmation.) 

Paper lanterns, moving ghostlike in the night, appear 
and disappear, winding down and up and down again as 
they light a train of eager feet along the twisting, treacher
ous mountain foot-path. Their candles flicker in the rari
fied air two miles higher than the sea. We pant and stop 
for breath and watch the pretty paper lanterns pass. 

They are borne by country folks returning home from 
worship in their rustic chapel on a wind-swept crest at 
Parpa, Boyaca. 

It has been a festive day. A group of students and a 
teacher from the "Institute Biblico-Cultural" in Bogota had 
presented a program of song and short talks from the Word 
of God and on the purpose of the school they represented. 
Colored "slides" had been shown for the first time in the 
history of the Community on a battery-operated projector. 

Tomorrow these Christians would retrace their steps, 
ascending again to the house of God for the Sunday morn
ing service. Sixteen would confess their faith in Christ 
by confirmation and two young men would be received 
into the church through Holy Baptism. 

Their stone chapel, built to replace the one destroyed 
during the persecution, the first building in the community 
to have glass in its windows, was dedicated a few months 
ago when Dr. Syrdal visited for the third time this remote 
Lutheran parish. In perfectly good· Spanish the Mission 
Secretary pronounced the words of dedication: "Y ahara 
declare este edificio, con todos sus enseres, consagrado y 
apartado para la gloria de Dios . . ." 

At Mausa, four hours by foot or mule from Parpa, we 
had baptized a child and confirmed six adults the same 
weekend. The group from the Bible Institute also presented 
a program in Mausa. Holy Communion was administered 
in both places and to an elderly lady who lives along the 
road. 

The local evangelist, a graduate of the Bible Institute, 
had faithfully instructed his parishioners and prospective 
members in the faith. Now we were seeing some of the 
fruits of his work, and above all, the work of the Holy 
Spirit, in the hearts of these new believers. For them light 
has shone on their path. The words of the Psalmist have 
become a reality in their lives: "Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet and a light unto my path." 

"PASTORS' INSTITUTE" IN BOGOTA 
L WF and Colombia Synod pastors met October 5-7 in 

Bogota for a "Pastors' Institute." Present were: Pastors 
Herman Milller and :Ernst Hochstrasser, and "Diakon" Fred
erick Tidow of the Lutheran World Federation; and Pastors 
Pausanias Wilches, Harold Olson, Gerardo Wilches, Julio 
Orozco, Oliverio Mora and Arnfeldt Morek o~ the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church-Colombia Synod. (Pastor Olger 
Quanrud is on furlough.-

Lectures were given .:.y Pastor George Posfay of "Resur
rection Lutheran r'hurch," Caracas, Venezuela, on: 

I. "Our Minisrry' II. "Jesus Christ, the Church and the 
Church's Mini;,,:y": • II. "The Law and the Gospel in our 
PreachL'lg"; T' • "'"''' : Unity of the Church." 

Chapel Destroyed During Persecution 

New Chapel at Parpa Dedicated in April 

Evangelist 1ose Ayala in the Rustic Chapel at Parpa 

Pastor Posfay, a polyglot who preaches in five languages 
(Hungarian, German, Swedish, English and Spanish) spoke 
at the regular mid-week service of the Colombian congre
gation and conducted services in Hungarian for his country
men and in Swedish for the Scandinavian colony. 

Continued on page 15) 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 13) 

for the "right to go ahead" on our 
A building. Boy, I know I belong in 
.• Japan, but it is terribly hard to get 

the Japanese to move, and sometimes 
I feel that prodding my fellow labor
ers in Christ is my only job here. 
Pray for us." 

CHRISTOPHER H. M. KROGH 
Born June 8, 1872 in Denmark, Eu

rope, son of Peter and Emma Krogh, 
baptized and confirmed in Denmark. 
Came to America in 1889 at the age 
of 17 and worked on a farm in Hart
land, Wis. 

He attended the academy at Elk 
Horn, Iowa and seminary at Blair, 
Nebr. Ordained in 1898 with Pastors 
J. M. T. Winther, N. P. Sorensen, and 
Carl M. Olsen. Married in 1900 to 
Anna Frandsen. 

He served the congregations of our 
synod at: Graettinger, Iowa; New 
Lisbon, Wis.; North Luck, Wis.: Suring 
and Oconto, Wis.; Clinton, Wis. and 
Woodstock, Ill.; Flaxton and Bowbells, 
N. Dak.; Bethany Children's Home, 
Waupaca, Wis.; Oaks Cherokee Mis
sion, Oaks, Okla. 

After retirement he served during 
vacancies at Pass Lake, Canada and 
Washington Island, Wis. Upon return

A ing to his home in Luck he served 
• as chaplain at the Pioneer Home for 

Aged until his recent illness. 
Pastor Krogh passed away at his 

home, Sun., Nov. 1, 1959, after a 5-
week illness, at the age of 87 years, 4 
months, 28 days. Services were held 
Wed. Nov. 4th at Luck Lutheran 
Church, Pastor Reynold Tange of
ficiating. Interment, St. Peter's Cem
etery, North Luck. 

He is survived by his widow, Anna; 
3 sons, Gilbert of Luck, Raymond of 
Milwaukee, Richard of Fleming, Colo
rado; and a daughter, Rhoda Wildrick 
of Hartland, Wis.; 11 grandchildren 
and 7 great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by two daughters, 
Hilda and Agatha, and one grand
son, Norman. 

Calgary, Alberta, Sharon Lutheran 
Church. The congregational dinner for 
STEP program was held in the church 
parlors, November 1, and attended 
by 190 of our people. Mr. Rudy Radons 
was the general chairman, and Pastor 
J. Fullmer (U.L.C.A. Mission pastor 
in Calgary) was the guest speaker. 

November 1 was the first Sunday 
the new pastor was with us. He is 

APastor E. Moody, who formerly served 
WI' the A.L.C. congregation at Mossbank, 

Saskatchewan. 
November 1 was also Thanksgiving 

Sunday in our congregation. The at
tendance was 251 and the offering 
$1,301.00. 

Pastor J. Fullmer, U.L.C.A. Mission 

THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 

pastor here in the city has been most 
helpful during the vacancy. 

During the recent Church Paper 
Campaign, 36 new subscribers were 
received to THE SHEPHERD (the 
Canadian paper of the new church). 
A total of 59 were submitted. 

The Church Library now consists 
of 150 books. 

Exira, Iowa, Lloyd W. Lorensen, 
pastor. The congregation has a net 
gain of 51 for the past year. It has 
about 1000 baptized members, and it 
has a budget of $30,000. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Dansk Nytaar edited by Dr. P. Ny
holm, 182 pages. Paper cover with 
colored illustration. Well-illustrated 
throughout. Price $1. 

Editor Nyholm has done it again. 
He has given u5 the most interesting 
Dansk Nytaar yet. Every year the pub
lication has become more packed with 
good substantial Christmas reading. 
The readers in Denmark and this 
country will certainly enjoy the de
scriptive pages on the rivers in the 
United States with pages of photo
graphs. There are eight short stories, 
every one of them good. Singling out 
two of them does not mean the others 
are lesser in content. However, Agnes 
Ringsborg in "Et Eventyr'' has mixed 
English and Danish in such a clever 
way, the story leaves the reader in 
stitches of laughter. The Santa Claus 
story by Pastor Staby left this reader 
with moist eyes. 

There is so much to mention,-Pas
tor Videbeck's "Det Morsomme i Jesu 
Liv" so unusual, Dr. Winther's "Jeg 
Holder af Japan" so characteristic of 
the missionary, Christa Hauglund's 
"Naar Stjernene Slukkes og Trendes 
Igen" a rewarding expression of grat
itude. Then there are eleven contribu
tions touching upon pioneer history 
in America, pictures of new churches 
and new pastors, articles on Danish 
people in the United States and Can
ada. The stories covering the history 
of Rebildfesten in Denmark will bring 
much of interest. The close-up of her 
majesty, Queen Ingrid of Denmark, 
serves as a welcome climax to the 
book. 

This reviewer doubts if there is any 
other publication in the Danish lan
guage packed with so much good read
ing, and so well-edited, as Dansk 
Nytaar 1960, all of it wrapped in a 
colorful cover of the drummer boy in 
Tivoli dressed in the full uniform of 
the royal guard. How much more can 
a Danish reader get for one dollar? 

Available at Lutheran Publishing 
House. 

-Lawrence Siersbeck 

lS 

LOOKING AT FOREIGN MISSIONS 
(Continued from page 6) 

Prof. Gustavo Rodriguez, Synod's 
Educational Director, lectured on: I. 
"The Objectives of Parish Education"; 
II. "The Sunday School: Its Organi
zation and Function"; II. "General 
View of the Church's Teaching Pro
gram"; IV. "Different phases of Par
ish Education." 

"Diakon" Tidow explained the work 
of the Diaconate in the German church. 

Pastor J u1io Orozco reviewed the 
book, "Bridges of God" by McGavran, 
on mission policies, making pertinent 
application to the Latin American situ
ation. 

Pastor Herman Miiller was in charge 
of the devotional periods. 

A Lutheran Ministerial Association 
for Colombia was organized with Pas
tor Herman Miiller as President and 
Pastor Pausanias Wilches as Secretary. 

A GIFT FOR A CHURCH TOWER 
(Continued from page 7) 

thus in wet weather a bride could 
alight in shelter ... " 

That was a suggestion which. took 
their fancy. "Funny, we never thought 
of that!" At last, like the people of 
old, they had a will to build. 

"Let us build," they said 

UPSIDE-DOWN DAYS 

By Wilfred T. Cooke 

Some of my days fall into place 
Like soldiers on parade. 

In half a jiffy-maybe less, 
My plans are wisely made. 

No matter what I do, things go 
Like clockwork all day long, 

And work out just as I desire, 
And things just can't go wrong. 

But some days march in upside down, 
And simply won't be good; 

So when I find things going wrong 
Instead of as they should, 

I use a lot of extra care, 
And faith instead of doubting, 

And extra effort now and then, 
And smiles instead of pouting, 

And soon, I find, the day turns kind; 
Relenting, it rewards me, 

And things I want, the way I want, 
It very soon accords me. 

-Pilot 

GUYER and HANSEN 

Loans 

Insurance - Real Estate 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 

Blair, Nebraska 

H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 



PllDCIPIOS EVAIOltLICOS D SOCO!A 

El n4oleo de loa oriatianoe ~1iooe clel municipio de SoootA que e1 

clfa 26 tie 41ciembre de 1958 se orpniRNn para oonati tub- la "Iglesia Enms'1ioa 

Luterana de E1 Buen Pastor" tiene onsenes mucho mAe etiguoa. 

11 primer Orta¥ente evaaplico en d.icha regi6n (hast& donde ha podido 

averigua.r qui.en ascribe eatoa ap~tes} f'ut1 don Arquimed.ea Bello, miembro a.otual

mente de la Iglesia Ev"arl.Plioa Luterana de E1 Redentor de BogoU. Convertido el 

Sr. Bello por medio de la leotura de las Sagrada.s Eaoriturae, empes6 a interesar 

a sua veoinos en el Rvangelio. 

Entre los primeros veoinoe que ahrazaron la fe evang611ca se deeta.oa don 

.Aloibiadea Leal, actiTO e intr6pido promotor, tlesd.e entonoea, del movimiento 

evana'lico en lu vered.as d.e SocoU. y ha.Gta Casanare. El Sr. L$a.1, que actual

mente reside en_l'bague, nos ha II'UIIlinistrado dat.os valiosos sobre eaoa pr:imeros 

anos ·ie siembra. eva.ns'lica en Bo74cl. Fija como prinoipio de la o~ra e1 aiio 1923 

cuand.o se oelebraron loe ,primeros oul tos en casa~.J de familia. 

La primsrs. visits. de un ~istro evan~lico a la reg16n ffl6 la que hizo el 

Rdo. Sr. Alexander M. Allan para of'iciar en las bodas de don ArquiJHd.es Bello 

y dona Silvia !'l'ernAndez de 'Bello el 16 de eotubre de 192,, quiAnes contrajeron 

matrimonio por lo civil en e1 jU&p.d.o de Socoti el 30 de julio del miamo ano. 

Atiliaoi6n Prosbitoriana 

El Sr. Allan, ministro presbiteriano quia per muchos ailoe tra:bajaba inoan

as.blemente pa.:re.. extender el evangelic en Boyao£ y en muchu partes (le Colombia., 

servia a los evang4liooe de Sooot6 oon visi'iaa ooasionalea ouando predioaba 7 

administraba loa sacr~entoa. Aei el grupo lleg6 a toner vinculaoi6n espiritual 

con la iglesia presbi teriana aunque ntmoa lleg6 a organisarae of'ioialmente como 

oongregaoion .ie tsl 1anominac16n. Su• ammtoe internoa se adminiatraban por un 

comi t4 elegido u forma demooratica ,_ bajo 1a direooi~n eapiri tual del Sr. Leal 7 

el Rdo. All an. 

"La Esouela 2veng41io&" d.e Parpa. oomens6 a funcionar en ft.q-o del aiio 1928, 

con once nifios de ambos suoa, bajo 1a d1reooi6n del Sr. Leal. 

El oementerio evane'lico de Parpa (el prlmero en Bo7d) ~ inaugurad.o el 

13 de octubre de 1930 con el entierro de la S'ra. Silvia Fe:rn&ndez de Bello. 

El primer 'b&utiamo que f'igura en el. regiaU"o de la con":t"eg&ei6n, oon la fecha 

del 31, de ~ de 19311 f'u& h de Ana Rosa qala JI., ho7 espoaa. del sr. Ootavio 

L6pez que actualmente paatorea la oongregaoion. 

La oapU1a que amanec16 deatruid& por violentos el 10 d.e I!l&rJIO de 1950 
tua e1 eantuario eva.ngi11oo mu antiguo de !oJ'U4 tomado en uso en el afio de 

1934, babiendo d.urado unos oinoo aiioa en la ooastruooi6n. 



Principioa Evang611oos en Sooot& 2. 

Afiliaci6n Lutera.na. · 

En JBl\YO de 1938, por oomtm a.ouerd.o ie las d.os misionea, las obras de la 
Presbiteriana en Boyao! paearon a manoa do la Luterana, &sta reoi'n estableoida 
en Colombia. Desde entonoes los evsng41icoe ~e Sooot! fueron servidos por miaioneros 

y obreros luteranos. 
En junio de 1939 el Sr. Gerardo Ostrem se eatableoi6 con su f~ilia en Socha, 

pueblo a d.ond.e entonoea hab1~ llegado la oarretera. De all! dirigi6 la obra. en las 
veredas de Sooot! y bacia Viajee a Casanare. Ernpezo tambi4n olases biblioas en au 

casa para unos jovcnea, d:.md.o aei el primer}' paso h<;.cia lo que m6.s tarde lleg6 a ser 

el !nstituto Biblico-Cultural en Duitama y que ahora ftmciona an Bogota. 

En agosto d.ei 1942 sali6 la familia Ostrem para encB.r;c:a.rse d.e la obra. on 

El Cocl..J¥. Luego por mucho tiem:po la obra de Socota ma.rohaba bajo la d.ireooi6n del 

Sr. Alcibiadea Leal, los maestros de eaouela y otros oreyentes, con visitas ooasionales 
de los misioneroa que vivian en Duitama y Soa.ta. (VAa.ee II. Pastores) 

Ha.biendo la. ;:;:iai6n Lutera.na. compre..io caaa en Parpa, el Sr. Gerardo 't'ilohes y 

la Srn. Isabel de Wilohes se este' .. bleoieron all! y sirvieron la congregaoi6n durante 

la mayor parte (lel aiio 1943. -:ue:ron ellos aeguidos en el tra..b<;.jo por el Sr. Pausania.s 

Wilches y la 3ra. Ernestina de \'.ilohes en 1949, aseaorandoles en la obra loa misioneroa. 

Debe menoior::a.rse tambien las la.b:a:teo ·ie las S:r'tas. z nelen Dar,ielson, Joyce 3ergh, 

Elizabeth Heerde y ~alborg Torkelson quienes residian a intervalos en Parpa sirviendo 

ve.lientemento iur:~.nte estes iificiles tiempoa hasta Ka.rzo de 1950. 

llh eaa ~poca, por pooo se log:r:-6 termina.r el ramal de la carretera. destinad.o 

a llegar ha.sta el si t.io 1le le oaf ill a.. Bste proyecto, inspirs:lo a fines de 1946 por 

el misionero que entonces velaba por la obra en ::;ooot~, e impulsaio por los oreyentea, 

se a.ielru:ta'b& e:i c::;~la.boraci~n her:ncmable con los oat01ico-romar;on d.e ln region. 

(tued6 suspendid.o el trallcjo ~.esd.e prinoipios ;lel ru"'io 1949 iebid.o a. la violer..cia que 

iba entonces en aumento. 

Con la d.es·truccion ie la c' pilla ~- 1 '-c C<J.sa pastoral en n;arzo de 1950, vino 

un 11eriodo en iue, debido ;,, 1 peroecuoion, no f~:e :<)Ri~le ndelantar la ohrn nn 

forma organh,ada y ha.bia -1ue suspender 1 "' Gs\:!uela. 3in emb~c...rgo, loB <:r€yentes 

JioR y fort~J0cerse en la 

fe criatiana. 

Con la posesion del r~hierno militar (en 1953) fu~ posible reru1udar los 

oul t.os en las <J'-i.S&.s ·ie familia y poner otra vev.; a funcionar ln escuela en 1954. 

La con:?:rec<toi6n, entor,oes rn.stcreado por el Sr. Ootario L6:>ez, inici6 le. con

struccion d.e una nueva c:..:.pilla. Pero no fue dtu-ruier~i esta. calma en le. tempesta.d 

:i la construcoi6n tuvo (1uo mwpenderae en 1951l ou~1ndo lPs nutoridades eolesitisticas 

de Socota lor,raron el enoaroelamiento del maestro del tra.bajo, el !1r. Carlos Leal. 



Prinoipios ~an~lioos en Sooota 3. 

Desde entonces, hasta caer el gobierno militar en 1957, oasi todos loa pastores 

y obreroa qua proouraban visi tar a. los harmanoa de Sooota corrieron la suerte 

rie pasar n1os dias en el "calabozo» del puoblo. 

En 1958 nuava.mente se puso en roarch.a la esouela y se reanud.aron los cul toe 

usuales 7 la oonstruooi6n de la oapilla. 

Fu' org<~iz&da., el dia 26 de diciembre de 1958, la "Oongregaoi6n b'van~lioa 

Luterana de el Buen Pastor" ~e Socota. 

La nueva capilla fue inaugurad~ solemnemente el dia 26 de abril de 1959 
~or el pr~sidente del S1no1o, Arnfeld c. ~orck, aseaora1o por el Sr. Jos~ A. 

Ayala Nino, evangelieta enoarga1o d.e la oongregaoi6n, 7 el Dr. Rolf A. Syrd.al, 

Seoretario .8jecutivo de la Junta de !:isiones l,'iund.ialea de la lf•lesia. Evr:r.n~lioa 

Luterana de BE UU de N.A. Fue este ~~o muy fruotifero on lao bendiciones del 

3efior y en orecird.ento d.e la c ngres;"_ci6r~ t :r.r.to en Mausa como en Parpa. 

Firma.:::lo en a"t>ril de '!960 
A~nfeld C. Mo~ok 



Rustic stone chapel dedicated in 1959. the one destroyed in 1950, is seen in left 
Parsonage under construction, on site of background. 

' . ' 
THE COFFIN \VAS GONE 

' ' 

By Pastor A. C. Morek, Mis~nary, 
Bogota, Colombia 

For years, on my visits to one of 
our rural congregations, I have 
slept under a coffin kept in the roof 
timbers of the Ayala home. There 
is nothing unusual about this. Death 
can be sudden and coffins do not 
grow on trees. 

Jose Ayala was a practical Chris
tian farmer with considerably more 
foresight than most of his country
men. Despite modest means, all of 
his children received beyond gram
mar school education (only about 
29 out of 100 Colombians finish the 
five grades of elementary school). 
Two sons entered the ministry; one 
is an army officer. The youngest, 
(Jose, Jr.) is studying engineering 
Four daughters are teachers, two 
of whom are now pastors' wives, 
one in Guatemala and the other in 
New York. 

I have just returned from another 
visit to the Good Shepherd congre
gation, where I was again lodged 
in the old Ayala home and slept in 
the same bed. But the coffin was 
gone, and so was my old friend, 
Don Jose, and his remains had been 
laid to rest in the rocky evangelical 
cemetery whose mud walls he had 
helped to build. 

Quiet, unassuming Don Jose, one 
of the first Evangelical believers in 
the state of Boyaca, has gone to his 
eternal reward, but his testimony 
lives on. 

Twenty minutes' climb above his 
house stands the rustic stone church 
dedicated in 1959 to replace the 
oldest Protestant place of worship 
in Boyaca, destroyed together with 
the parsonage in 1950 by religious 
fanatics. Now a modest new par
sonage is under construction by the 

Mr. Joaquin Abril harvesting wheat. 
He is the 73-year-old mentioned in the 
last paragraph of the article. It is not un
common to see laborers at work in dress 
shirt and coat. 

local congregation, together with 
the help of a small building grant 
from the Synod Extension Fund. 
Though many have accepted Christ 
through the years in this barren 
area, the congregation has not 
grown in recent years. At least half 
the membership has migrated to 
Bogota and other cities in search of 
work, education and modern living. 
Many fled the-·area during the per
secution years and have not return
ed. However, there is a normal 
growth through birth rate and some 
new members through conversion. 
Yesterday a seventy-three-year-old 
member whom I had confirmed in 
1959 was telling me how he came 
co the faith during the time of po
litical and religious persecution, 
and added: «I was a scared rabbit 
then, but since accepting Christ I 
am not afraid of anything." 

FIRST WOMAN 
PRESIDENT OF L.S.M. 

(Canadian Lutheran Council 
News Release) 

PoRT ARTHUR _.:., A southern On
tario girl was named first woman 
president of the Lutheran Student 
Movement in Canada at its annual 
meeting here. 

Miss Magdalene Kumm was 
elected at the annual four-day 
Senate which ended Sunday. Mag
dalene succeeds Mr. Donald Storch 
of Edmonton. 

Another girl, Miss Lois Stevens 
of Kitchener, Ontario, was elected 
vice-president. 

Miss Kumm is a graduate of 
Waterloo University. She is 
presently doing graduate studies in 
psychology at the University of 
Western Ontario. 

Elected as secretary was Miss 
Hildegard Schneider of Regina. 
Saskatchewan. 

Mr. James Broadfoot of Stratford, 
Ontario was re-elected treasurer. 

This year the Annual Senate 
considered the role of the Univer
sity and the •Lutheran Univ~rsity 
Student.' 

The Lutheran Student Move
ment in Canada is an autonomous 
organization of Lutheran Univer
sity Students. 
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LA MISION EV ANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOMBIA //'¥ < (f· 
The Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America 

Apartado Aereo 49-80 
Apartado Nal. 29-16 
Bogota, Colombia . . 
Teiefono, Bogota: 94-271 

Putcr Ootub Hereno 
4par1,a.clo20 
sogamon, Boya.ci 

Dear brot.hcr in Ohriat, 

Direcci6n Telegrclfica: CELMOSA 
Cable Address: 

Apartado Alreo 1482 
Medellin, oolorllbia 
Auguet 6, 1954 

(lreeu.a in Hi• ~fame to you an4 TfiVI: oo-wcrkera in Bogamoso. 

Apartado NaL 25 
Tunja, Boyaca, Colombia 

Apartado Aereo 14-82 
Medellin, Colombia 

For aOJJt &lap 1 ha.ve felt. •owd. t.o w1te '\o yau 1n resptJot to the rennt deoilliz 
1iJ&lW 1t7 cur -ctcma•.1• Actmlni.vau-n• (repreaenU. the OOlalbiaa Ohunlh) and OU1" 
Miaaiaa to .._ pla.M tw the opeaiqJ ot a h~ aohool 1n Soca1'108o eapeoialq tor 
oh114Joen ot bll.inera in the l.tlUIGII ot OlMMJ"C tOf' vb.• ~t, 1a iapeeaU,le DOW to 
condUct. aonoola in that wrritcry. It wae only a.f't..lr autb Pr&JW' ancl prolcmgect die
ouss1on and at.t.1q ot the whole ait..'Uon that this deoieim wu mde• 

Our heait.&tion t.o ta.Q W.s step vu moatly due to the q,u1w Uldet'Dtamiable negative 
reaction aen~~e4. lty aur ocmmdttee u tMy disousHd the •ttar with you 'brethren 1n 
Sogtu~oao, and it. ia au:- simere prqv that you 188¥ umvet.ancl t.ha.-t we haft .- intention 
ot prose~ .. or working in oaapet1t.10D to the fine wol'k you ... doing both in 
your ohuroh arut yCIUl' eohool. 

The tindinga ot the Oclllaittee all poiated wry detinitaly t.o Sagaaoao a.a lt7 r.z. the 
moat .-t.rawgie&l point. at whioh to loaa.te the aohool ttr thl belle'VV'a' ohildren trGm 
the f'),aina and also t'or meeting and avvin4 GUr ltelievera when thq oome up t.rcm the 
fldna on bueinese. It 1s also the moat atra.\agical pla.ee tor a. pre11m1DarT approach 
to serving the thcueands Who wUl eeta.bl1.1h recidenoe 1n the not too dietant future 
as the atul industry develope in that &Nth !Yen though ve plan la.t.er t.o reepen wark 
in Duitama., the looa.tion s.nd envi.rODillltnt ot that cit)' are not ta.von.ble tor the purroner. 
exFrese41d ahove. 

I am certain tha:t yw will agree with us that the ikvelop•nt of' t.he steel in.duat.ey 
preeente a p1otu:re vutly difterent trou that wbioh was seen by tbt miaaionarieo who 
ma.de the comity agreement nearly a deoade and a halt &gOtand u mentioned in casual 
comrerea.tion with Miee Hall when 1 Yieited. the area. a. year ago. l believe the:ra is 
plenty ot room tor two missions or ohUrohee 1n the area. even withOJt oount.~ on the 
obvious increase 1n population that can be expeot.ed very soon. iep4Utially do 1 believe 
thle to be true when two mlsud .. ®e or chUrches at work are ~ oonaU..ralaly different 
empba.aia and approe.oh. Undoubtedq there are llUI4' !Wa.ngelioala an:l interested sympa
thizers who would not readlly tind. their ohuzoch harle in the fenteooata.l a:t.lloapbsre 
a.nd just as certain there are thoee who will find our IRtharan euphuia too liturgical 
a.nd unemotional. And with the tirm purpose on the X:'art. ot: both to respeot ea.ah ot..her 
sincerely bef'Ore Ga:l and t~ :people we serve there should be no reason tor -.upping 
on ea.oh other 1a toes" in a. city as big as ~aaoeo. In tact, th6re are believers and 
sympa.thizera wt1o have requested that we open work 1n the area. 

1 know that yott mentioned to the Ocamittee that you would be ready at a. later date 
(about l1ovemberl to :tive a t'uller reaction atter having oonaulted with other 
misaione.ri.ea and yoor Seoretary or l.tbeione. However, it wa.s t"Glt, eepeoia.l.ly by 
t.he Oolombian brethren involv-ed, that wo oa..~ld not wait that lonl• especially when ~· 
have workers ready to .:;o in a.nl are convinced tb:tt Jod ie loadi~ us to txU\.e thia 
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step and are also eure tha.t our doing so ahall 1n no wq- hinder or interfere with 
the tine work of your Miaeion. JIUrt.beJ'JIGl"e, it would. not be einoeritq on our part 
if' we lett. the impression that eMU" deoi81GD. would depem. entirely on your answer 1t 
in the t"inal analysis we tel t that God was lead.~ t.te to ao au.. 
I mtght also ·~ 1n oomeation with the atwe-mentioned. ocatv agHG~tnt &mOJ:I missions 
that it it wve to he respeetecl to the letter ot the 1.,, we would not. he entireq 
without a oertain priority olaiJI to the f'u 4e .alo area. ainoe our aissionaries made 
regular visits to belieftl'• in Oraiaa.que ltetee Mise lfuri eett.led there. 'this 
reta.renoe 1a not medAl in the wq ot oritioiam bUt, mare]¥ d an biatcr1oal f'a.ot· Ve 
have all re,o1ced in the 1181' Gel baa bleued the wark •o valientl¥ clom by Mise Maurd 
in that area. BUt neither fu de a1o nor Be lenoito would be in the right location 
tw our proposed school. 

Naturally,; I ea aware or the. logio&l ~ that. your MiasJ.on llight sene Otar people 
and also pronu echool taollitl.ea tcr tbe l'laiJut onildrelu Hwewr, it appears to us 
that raeitblr your Mission n«t the aa:t10Dal ohuroh in &cg811011o baa aut;tioient. peraomel 
to aeet. the clemanda tvr the .Goapel wh1oh wUl UDlaubWly be more evident. u soan ae 
there is more libert.7 to work in Boyaol. It 1• not~. eitbar1 t.o cClrlaider here 
the doGtriDal question irwolved, t'or ve feel an obUgat.ion to eerw these who belieye 
1n 1n.f'ant. haptiara a.nd other pee ot 'bibUoal dwtrine wbioh are not inoludecl 1n your 
interpretation of' Soripture. 

In snort, om" only and sincere desire 1e th&t IIGI"4l peOple may be rea.obe4. tv aal.ya.ti.on 
thrcugh the glorious Gospel ot our Lard Jesus Ohr1.et, whetb!lr this be clCille through 
your efforts or ~e. · 

Let me repeat in closing tmt we oonthlae in prqw that. our work m.,- be extended to 
that area with the best or un:ierat.anding and brotherly len tawa.rd you and your co
workers. I shall be pleased to biG~' trCIII you or any ot the other brethren in this 
reepeet. Greetin:;e to the Nwowieakies. 

co - Dr• R.A. Syrdal 
G. Ostrem 
B. Ner11en 

Sinc.sre greetin;a in Ohrist, 

Amf'eld o. Morek 
Mission 5u}4rinterut.nt 



Flu'l'H ,·,.rm TH1~ 1'ROW.!4L 
A.c. Morek 

(Work begins on tho educational unit in Sogamoso, arousing 
the expeoted Roman Catholic opposition. Public opinion in 
Liberal Sogamosot however, remains unruf'f'led. and. expresses 
i taelt" rather in a tacit approval cf' our building project.) 

A spacious lot in Sogamoso (Spanish adaptation of "Sugamuxi", Chibcha 

for "City of the Sun") owned bJ' the "Luteranoa", beoame the aoene of' a.ctirtty in 

January. 'l'ruok loads of gravel, sand, amLbricks were dumped on it. Spades cut 

into the virgin aod. as excavation f'or f'ootinga began. 

This action, eagerly awaited. b7 the "Luteranoa", brought a prompt reaction 

·from another camp. Once more, organized religion proved. a persecutor of the 

Chtmeh of' Jesus Christ. 

'1'he looal Boman Catholic octopus began moving its tentacles in a m&nB'UV"er 

to enlist public opinion and action against the Lutheran building project. A 

formal petition to stop the work was placed bef'ore the City Council; the pariah 

paper tried. to incite the peasant element into stoning; threats were directed 

at a.llYODe who might venture to work on th& building project or sell materials 

to the "Luteranos". One of the priests placed. a petition in the hands of a 

young oha.p who plqs in the R.c. Church band, instructing him to get signatures 

to stop the building project. '.Phe young man, we are told {by reliable sources), 

started to oompl7 with duty by' aak1ng a friend to sign. "Don't be a fool", he 

was told. And that seems to have been the end o'! the petition. 

'l'he one submitted to the City Counoll would not even bo given a reading, 

according to what a member of the Colllloil told. a prominent member of' our con-

gregation. 

Despite threats, and e:xpeoti.Dg only the "going wages", more men than we can 

employ come to aak f'or work. Building materials are off'ered, even on time. 

Onoe again, we have felt humbly a.1dn to Jiehemiah and his valient workers 

who wielded the trowel and simul taneouslT the sword while the Lord watched. over 

them and caused their work to prosper. 1'o Him be the thanks and praise. 



Faith nn>l the '!'rowel 2. 

filanka alao to )'"OU in North America. who read this, remembering us in 

prayer, and whose gif'ts have made it possible to build these 111'8lls to His 

gl.or.y. The Duilding 11'111 provide needed. space for nchool and wor8hip as well 

a.a student d.ormi toriea and li'ri.ng quarters tor present ataf't'. (Puture plana 

include a. ohu:roh and parsonage.) 

Girla only will be admitted. to the board.ing aohool in present rented. 

quarters this yas.r. '1'he bo7a 11111 have to wait until building is completed. 

God has bleaaed the f'ine work start-a in Sogamoso by lfr. and lira. Monto7a 

in 1955. There is now a dft'Oted. and active nuoleoua tor a co.ngrega.tion. On 

December 9, 1956, the first eleven members were received b7 c<mf'irm.ation and 

ad.ul t baptism and four children were baptised.. A trodding -..a BCh.ed.uled tor 

the same d.ate, btn due to delqa in umrinding the red tape o:£ the oivil 

marriage, this had to be postponed a few dqa. lla.rriage b.r a J'troteatant 

clergyman 1.a not a.ocepted as legal in Colombia. Hence, the need f'or civil 

marriage in court first. The bride is the local ~ school teaoher~ a product 

of' our Bible-lrl.gh school. '!'he g;room, a former persecutor who uaed. to delight 

in heaving stones at the vindowa of' Pastor l:Ians Thoresen's home in Dui tams., 

now seta type in the print shop 01t!led. and. operated b7 one of our leading 

members. His accepting Christ and. becoming a member of our church in Sogamoso, 

twenty- minutes by car from Duitama, is an indication that not all ot our labors 

and suffering in that city was in vain. 
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INFORMS T)E LA nHL r.:G ACION n-s LA mi~GR::~G ACION LUT::=R fN fl "")E fDG rr:;oro fl LA 
AP/fJBLEA ns LA IGLESIA LUTEPANA UE COLOMBifJ F.N fUP EESIONES UE L~S11t .-

Por lo cual estoy cierto que ni la muerte, ni la 
vida, ni 'eng]_ es, ni p ri.n ci p ados, ni pot est edes, ni 
lo nresente, ni lo porvenirr 
Ni lo alto,ni lo bajo, ni ningune cri etura nos-
po dr'e a' art ar del a:ao r de Tio s, que es en Cristo 
JesUs se~or Huestro. Romanos: Cap.$;38-39. 

Honorables mi anbro s de 1 a As anbl eQ.y Mi sionero s de 1 e Iglesia Lu
term a de Colombie: 

H ebi en do si cio el egi rio s oomo del eg atb s de 1 a ())ngreg aci6n t<:v ang8li c., 
Luterana de sogtmoso, r>ert: representarla en esta (brporaci6n, tenemos a-
bien presenter el siguiente infbnne: aue reoresentau.osJ 

romo es de todos sabido, 1 a congregaci6n rro t ene sJ.no oos ai.os de 
ft.mdedfU. nor nuestro innolvideble y sianpre bien recortiarlo pastor Juan N. 
Montoya; tanto que le delegaci6n QUe el tiio pesedo vino de soganoso,la tr
sanble tuvo oue enrober una nronosici6n especial concetlien'iole a diche de 
1 eg aci6n vo to- en 1 os deli b er.acion es de 1 a (b rno r aci6n, nor no ser mi anb ros 
activos ,pues en ese epoca s6lo eran mienbft's comulgmtes 1 a fani1i a Men
toy a y 1 a se:~ori. t a 01.. rector e del Col egio. La t gl esi a Luter en a tie 80 g a.no so 
vino e quedar pr'acticanente establecide el q r1e diciembre tie 1956, fecha 
en 1 a cu al se 11 ev nron a ec abo once confi nn eciones. 'Rse rli e"'ll ev6 a cabo 
por primer a vez en pogttnos o (en nuestra Cbngregeci6n) 1 e Pmta Cen e, con 
un total de ?1 comulg tntes, darla por los n c.stores l1 anrud y Morice. 'Uerlan
do asi .1e hecho cgnsti tuide l!gal.Idente 1 e eongre~eci6n EN tngrui ca Luter a
na de f<>ganoso.-,f-~ ~ ed.l. .. s-~: u~ ~ I J ~ 

La eongregaci6n fue sorprenrlifia, en los ultimos de febrero del pre 
sente #to, con le noticia de 1u sep&rbci6n rle su muy anerlo p£astor Montoya 
quien rles1e su funrlaci6n venialuchendo tesonranente nor ese pequefio gru
po, ~oniend.o en funcionaniento los dones y talmtos ded.os por el Se~or,me 
reciendo ser llanado ''Bueno y fiel Siervon. T)es1e es.e fecha haste la pre 
sente h a tenido el 61. to honor de est ar n astoreada uo r el Rdo. Morkc. TU
rillte 1 a tusenci e tiel R~. Morkc, por !ii"e:xico y el Ll eno, fue reempl ezdo -
par el Pastor Jul o c.Oro~co, nor esp acio 1e un mes; a pesar de ser ten coN. 
to el tiempo, su obra, sus ensefi enzes, sus mensejes, su <Urecci6n 1ej aron 
honrie huella,que oblige a nuestre eLeme grotitud. A este Pastor le toc6 
lletrer a cabo los servicios rle SEmilla ~anta,los que estuvieron bastante 
con cu rri rio s y sol annes; t anbi en 1ej6 org i:l1i z ado el cu1 to;.<fani1i ar, visit ill 
do los hogeres, instruyenrlo y ense'ien1o y tiiiJbien instalan1o el altar -
ftmilier en eada casa. U1timanente la Congrageci6n estabe a cargo del Rdo. 
-uenerurl. Para los nestores citarlos y ta:nbien nara1os mianbors rle le Mi
si6n, 1 a Cor~ gr:~g a cion de PO g a:no so, si emnre ti en e. en su cor az6n, sno r, c ari.Yio 
Y greti tud; y en sus 1 abios una oraci6n d EeY1or por e:Llos. 
L A VI PIT ~ ~FL m RO T)\7' L fl I GL ::::sr A "1EL -;:rs.,.~FJJTO R • - ·~ t re los aeon t eci ani en4; 
tos mas sobre9alientes,fuera riel cnotaoo arriba,lleveoo e cabo el () rle di
cianbre- estele visitc riel Coro llevvde b cabo el s'abeoo ~anto. La noti
ci a rle est a visit e, l e reci bi6 1 & co greg eci6n con gr en jubilo y go .zo; to do s 
los miembeos s~n une sola exceo~6n nerticip~de este gozo; y as:£ f:.e co
mo to oo s col o:Jo r a ron a 1 us m efti. d as tie sus fu erz as par u 1 erl e m wo r es-
n1mdor 6 este visita,de lt. :;ue ye hc;bl.tnos sirio honraoos en el tflo nasad;J 
Una vez m'as, rlesea 1 & Congregsci6n,nor nuestro ron1ucto, que en este infonn 
quede consttnciB, en formo clart> y vehemente,1e nuestru sincere gratitud 
no solo par a 1o s component es del Co ro, sino per e los p c.tro cin Ei"lo res tie e-
s as visit as, t anbi en h ece ext en si vo al Pastor 0 ro zco, ·:;ui en col abo r6 en una 
fo nne ded ·'ii e y fr tn co n vr c; 1 & re ali z bCi 6n tie est e cert an en. 



Necesidades de la congregaci6n.- COt:GO una tie las nedesidad.es de 1a 
con greg acion est a 1 a tle ten er un e. f ani1i e 'Pi en p esto me 1 a Ita. esi a, 
o una misionera. Es verdad que nuestro ectuel Pastor, es inmejorable, 
no lo merecanos;pero no se nos oculta tannoco 1 a carge tan pesarla que 
sonorte svbre sus hombros; no es nosible s:=:guir recerga..'Yldo al P1o. -
Monee con mas Xlfla:xg!XXtJe treb t>jo; es V•:=r1ed, '1U e su buena vo1untad, su 
r1esinteres, su tinor nor servir en 1 tj obra,1o hen 11evado e sacrifice;r 
torlo; nero es bueno :br nensm1o en riliVi£:r1e ese peserla cerga. 11n mtr
nos de. esta Asanblev quede este problema 1\18 c-nfornta la Congregaci6n 
de .c:o g ano so. 
Fin tnzas.- Nljunto til presente esta el informe 1e Tesorecl a, "lonile 
e ~ta 1o recru.d.etio 1tH'tnte el tilo, compr::n"ii.f)o r1e julio rlel /56 a junio 
'?3 1el 57 Y t f1I]bi En 1 0 fo nn 6 como h Et1 si QO rli st ri bui QO S eso S fond.o s. 
estos reoosen en el noder del ~e>Oor lV!Qrkc,·:{Uien se encargara tie hacer 
llegar 6 sus rlife"entes !j_estinos,-iichbs CSltidedes, que son las si
gui en tes. 

No::ntV'elP:\3noJN1'4~l'·~e donde el E~or est'v h aci en do su obra, all:l 
est'e e1 Maligne pare riestruirla;nero danos grecies r. Tios,nor le forma 
como El he s abi do gui er ese p equ eYio gru_pD,po r sen1as esc abro s as y toruo
sas; aue he sabido escoger sus siervos ,-:{Uienes nos han erftficado con sa
bi du rf a, y nos h m colo c edo como mi anb ro s rle una I gl esi a Resnon s btl e, 
s.inti en do c srla uno es a resnons ebili rlt::ti? 11 ___:v tndo si emp re en no sotro s ~
presente el versiculo e---n --el que prinCl.pianos este inTorme: I'Ji lo alto 
ni 1o bejo ni ningunv crivturt~ nos po1re iiPartar 1e~ anor de l'ios, que 
es en Cristo f-Ce~,o r nuestro. 

Dej ano s ed:f rendi do el present e info nne , pi di en do p eroon po r to 'b 
lo incorrecto en el hallen; imnioran1o ~el s,?or sus bendiciones y su
Es--oi ri tu, nos sus cri bimo s sus Affh1o s. h enn ana s en Cri sto, 

------------~~----------J---------------Desidermo Castellanos Gomez 

__ sr~-- t~~ -------nosa~.L 



INFORME DE LA TESORERIA DE LA CONGREGASION 

e EVANGELI6A LUTERANA DE SOGAMOSO EN JUNIO 23/57 

------------------------------------------------
Fecha dia CONCEPTO ENTRADA SALIDA SAL DO --------- --------- -------- ------- -------
Feb. 27 Saldo anterior $625.75 625.75 
Mar. 3 Ofrenda JV1a£iana 4.85 630.60 

" 3 n Noche 7-35 637.95 
f1 6 n Noche 1.75 639.70 

" 10 1t Mafiana 6.50 646.20 
n 10 " Noche 4.65 650.85 
n 13 " Noche 2.50 653.35 

" 17 n Manana 7.25 660.60 

" 17 " Noche ?.05 667.65 

e " 20 " Noche 32.10 699.75 

" 24 fT Manana 27.20 726.95 

" 24 fT Noche 15.35 742.30 
n 27 " Noche 4.23 746.53 
fT 31 " Mafi&na 9.00 755.53 

" 31 tt Noche 4.10 759.63 
Abril 3 tt tt 2.77 762.40 

" 7 " Manana 4.25 766.65 

" fl. " Noche 2.85 769.50 

" 10 " " 2.75 772.25 

" 14 tt Mafiana 15.95 788.20 
tt 14 " Noche 13.47 801.67 
If 17 " " 4.45 806.12 

" 18 " " 4.17 810.29 

PASAN: 



Fecha D:!a COI'-JCEPTO EN'T'RA.LJa SALIDA SAL DO 

e ' ---------- -------- ------- ------ ------
Abril 19 VIENE: $Sl0.29 $810.29 

Tf 19 Ofrenda Noche 5.80 816.09 

t1 21 n Manana 4.47 820.56 

n 21 " Noche 4.07 §24.63 

n 23 n " 12.80 837.43 

" 28 n Manana 1.32 838.75 

" 28 tt Noche 6.90 845.65 

Mayo 1 " n 5.55 851.20 

" 5 " Mafi•na 22.90 874.10 

" 6 " Noche 3.35 877.45 

" 8 " n 3-75 881.10 

n 12 n fvlai'Q na 13.57 894.67 

" 12 " Noche 2.70 897.37 

" 19 " Mafiafia 2375 921.12 

tt 19 tt Noche 2.40 923.58 

" 22 tf tt 1.74 925.32 

" 26 tt M.M.fiana 3.55 928.87 

" 26 n Noche 1.00 929.87 

" 29 " tt 6.4.5 936.32 

Junio 2 " Manana 9.20 945.52 

Tt 2 Tt Noche 4.60 950.12 

" 5 " " 3.60 953.72 

" 9 t1 MafR na 4.33 958.65 

Tt 9 tt Noche 1.30 959.35 

n 12 " Noche 2.40 961.75 

" 16 n Mafiana 3.60 965.37 

tt 16 " Noche 2.07 967.39 

" 19 n n 13.45 990.84 

PASAN: 



Fecha CONCEf3TO ENTRADA SALIDA SAL DO 
------------ ------------------------------------------------------------

Junio 

" 
tt 

19 

23 

23 

VIENEN: 

Ofrenda Manana 

" Noche 

$990.84 

5.40 

11.40 

$990.84 

996.24 

1.002.24 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Para 

" 
tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

" 
n 

BALANCE: 

Ofrendas recibidas por parte de 1a Congrefaeien 

" n tt " Escue1a Dominica1 

$ 1.002.24 

18.63 

$ 1.020.S7 
)++---------------

DISTRIBUCION DE ACU8RDO CON EL PRESUPUESTO: 

Pastorado el 40 % ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 11 ••• $ 

Cementerio' 10 % •.•••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 

Beneficencia 5 % <;} 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t.Jt) 

Sostenimiento15 ol. ;'0 •••••.••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 

Asambiea 5 % •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 

Institute 10 d! 7o •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• $ 

Imprevistos 10 % •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• $ 

400.90 

100.22 

50.11 

150.35 

50.11 

100.22 

100.22 

C1inica 5 :.',3 ..•...............•..........••..... $ 50.11 
Total 1.002.24 

El Tesorero de la Congregaci6n: 

E1 Revisor de 1a Congregaci6n : 
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It Happened in Sogamoso 
ARNFELD C. MORCK 

At 10:30 a.m., November 3, 1957, in 
the corridor of a newly erected build
ing in Sogamoso, the choir in wine
colored robes burst into singing "Praise 
to the Lord the Almighty, the King 
of Creation." Followed by the officers 
of the local congregation, seven pastors 
and the architect, it made its way to 
the main entrance of the building. 
There in a simple ceremony the archi
tect and builder, Dr. Hector Moreno 
Diaz, former governor of Boyaca and 
honored civic leader of the city, handed 
over the keys to the Mission Super· 
intendent who in turn gave them to 
the local pastor, Gerardo Wilches. Hav
ing read Psalm 122, Wilches opened 
the door and 320 worshippers reverent· 
ly entered the new chapel auditorium 
to the strains of "Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty . . ." 

Rev. Wilche~, pastor of Sogamoso congre
gation, reading scriptures. Right: Rev. C. 
Hinderlie, guest spea~er at "congresso na
cional" of the "Youth of the Mighty For
tress." 

The joy of God's presence filled the 
sanctuary as His Name was invoked 
in prayer, praise and exuberant song. 
"All things are sanctified by the Word 
of God and prayer." So also this build-

ing. Greetings were brought from 
other Lutheran congregations in Co
lombia, from Dr. Schiotz, President of 
the ELC, the Foreign Mission Board, 
from the WMF whose generous giving 
made the building possible, and from 
Pastor Carroll Hinderlie in person as 
also from the Young People's Luther 
League which he represents. 

Dr. Moreno spoke briefly and ear
nestly commending our church for the 
cultural and spiritual impact made on 
the city by our presence and the sig· 
nificance o£ this new building. 

4 

Roman lui~·. on the left, is president of 
"Youth of the Mighty Fortress" in Colombia. 

The male quartette from Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Bogota ably inter
preted the Spanish version of "Built 
on the Rock the Church Doth Stand." 
Pastor Julio C. Orozco preached the 
Word with fervor and understanding, 
using as .his theme the words of our 
Lord, "on this rock." The three great 
principles of the Reformation, "The 
Word alone," "Grace alone," "Faith 
alone" were sculptured in his lucid 
Spanish with unusual clarity and ap
plied by the Spirit Himself to the 
hearts of the hearers. The historic serv-

.. 
Colombian Pastor Julio C. Orozco preached 
Reformation Sunday Dedicatory Sermon. 
One half of his audience was standing. 

ice was climaxed with the Lord's sup
per. Dismissed with the blessing mil
lenniums old, we were sure that God 
had especially blessed, protected and 
guided during the construction and 
dedication of this building. To Him 
be all glory now and forever. 

The building had been filled to 
more than capacity on Reformation 
Day when 450 people saw the Span· 
ish version of "Martin Luther" on the 
screen. It had been the home of the 
Luther League delegates who met for 
the second "congresso nacional" of the 
"Youth of the Mighty Fortress." Guest 
speaker was the Rev. Carroll Hinderlie, 
executive secretary of the Luther League 
of the ELC. 

To the small, recently-organized con
gregation of Sogamoso these festive 
days were encouraging. Members had 
worked hard to have all in readiness. 
Mr. Castellanos, member of church 
council and business manager of the 

e 
local newspaper, printed the programs. 
The city light company had the new 
power line brought to our door. The 
power was turned on 90 minutes before 
the Luther film was to be shown. 

We give thanks to God for the reali
zation of a great dream and to you, 
in the North who with your gifts and 
prayers were instrumental in making 
it a reality in our midst. As you have 
helped us build with stones and mar· 
tar, so your continued prayer-s will be 
a power in the building of this temple 
of living stones built upon the One 
Foundation which is Christ Jesus. 

Rev. Morek is a missionary on the Colom· 
bian field. 

Rev. Hinderlle enjoys a papaya 

Rev. Hinderlie leads the discussion among Christian Day School teachers during 
annual institute in Bogota, Colombia. Young man on the right hopes to be a doctor. 

5 
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This photo is of the unveiling ceremony. Next to .the vault is 

Pastor Pausanias Wll.ches, and ·next to him is Pastor Qua.orud. 

Ludaan scliooi at Sogamosa, ctCdication of new classrooms. 
Conslndor, Francisco Diaz hands ·the ~y to ComeHa Jensen.. 
principii of schooL Pastor Gerardo Wilches (left) and Pastor ~ 

The others are members of the Sogamoso congregation. QWlllllllllook on. . 

Colombian Congregation Honors Taking part in the service were Missionary · Quanrud Retires 
Memory of Early Lutheran also the Rev. Olger Quamud, pastor From Active Service 
Missionary of the Sogamoso congregation, and 

The Lutheran congregation at Sog
amoso honored the memory of the 
Rev. Trygve Salte at a speci~ service 
held in the Evangelical Cemetery of 
that city on November 24, 1963. 

'!'he Rev. Pausanias Wilches, pas
tor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Bogota and a former student of Pas
tor Salte, unveiled the marble slab 
marking the vault where the mission
ary's remains await the resurrection. 
· The inscription on the grave stone 
reads: 

TRYGVE SALTE 
June 22 1900 • Sept. 30, 1944 

"Death is swallowed up in 'Victory" 

Pastor Wilches, in h i s address, 
made grateful refer~nce to Pastor 
Salte's influence upon his life and 
mentioned other Lutheran mission
aries to Colombia whom the ·Lord 
has called to their reward: Irene 
Morek, Phoebe Quanrud and Ger
hard Ostrem. 

Pastor Arnfeld C. Morek. 
Greetings were read from Mrs. 

Alvida Salte of Winger, Minnesota, 
who was married to Pastor Salte 
shortly after their arrival in Colom
bia in 1940, and returned to the 
United States some months after her 
husband's death; and from Mrs. Hel
en Ostrem of Camrose. Alberta, 
widow of Pastor Gerharil Ostrem, 
who was among the group of mis
sionaries who arrived in Colombia in 
1937. 
Admtion~ ~ooms • de 
Sogamoso School 

More classrooms, to meet the de
mands of enrollment and government 
accreditation recently auained, are 
going up in record time (two months) 
and will be ready for the 1964 
school year beginning on February 3. 
Miss Cornelia Jensen and Miss Joyce 
Bergh together with five Colombian 
teachers, are in charge of .. Colegio 
Celco" at Sogamoso. 

The Colombia Mission, started . in 
1936 as an independent mission and 
adopted by the Church in 1946, held 
its twenty:-fifth ·annual conference 
January 7 and 8, 1964 in Bogota. 
Veteran missionary Olger Quanrud, 
who came to Colombia in 1937, says 
that it should be numbered as the 
twenty-sixth annual conference since 
the first regular conference held in 
1939 to elect officers, is not recorded 
in the Minutes. The book starts with 
the Minutes of the 1940 meeting as 
"The First Annual Conference.'' 

A vote of gratitude was passed for 
Pastor Quanrud who leaves Colombia 
in May, 1964, after nearly 27 years 
of service on this Mission Field. Pas
tor Quanmd, 67, whose wife died 
in 1956 has one son, Nathanael, who 
is a student at W~dorf College. 

His fellow missionaries will miss 
his dry humor his good memory and 
his even-tempered Christian fellow
ship. 

Teachers of secondary department, Heman Ariza and ·Joyce 
Bergh (Calgary, Alta.), at newly-acquired Steinway, take part 
in the dedication service. 

Partial view of new classrooms. Cornelia Jensen is seen near 
center al pic:tme. 

MARCH 1964-,-7 



PFJlliONaL REPORT FBR 1956 

b~ Belva M. Nerlien 

rtLo9k carefully then how you \valk not as unwise men but as wise making the most 
of:·~time because the daya ere eviL" (I!.phcaiene 5tl5-16.) ' 

' 
Pra~erleeenees, tmpat,enoe imprudence, poor use of t~nes I plead guilty to all. 
They are sins most unbecoming to a missionary. Yet God has chosen even me and He 
will give the victory bit by bit if not all at once. 

As the work has grown in the course of the year Satan has also been disturbingly 
active. Not on¢y have I observed this in the c~ee of others. I have myself been 
an object of his at~ep~s. -\.!' I look at the year in j{retrospect I realize more 
:fully to what extetft.: ~d11~cognize that I have not exactly emerged with flying colors. 
But thanks be to God there is victory to be had in Jesus Obrist our Lord. 

J , 

Of my teaching duties in the course of the year the most pleasant. has been the teen
age group in the confirmation class and oocasiohal classes with the adults during 
the pastor's absence. The study ot the Gespel of Mark in English attracted many 
people in the cours~f the year but was most suooessf'ul up until midyear • In
creased pressure on students anA bank employees caused an almost complete turnover 
in class membership the seoond semeater. 

Jbe Leaders' Workshop held.-.!~.?'l'unja for young people was perhaps t.he most t-hrilling 
spirit-ual event of the yeaY~ ''1n the first place I found it a pleasure to work with 
the ot.her officers of the Colombian counterpart. of the IPLL Juvemud del Castillo 
Fuert.e.,.. in the planning of the program for the weekend of O~tober 12 to 14. Then 
there :n.s excellent response from t.he Leagues in sending repreaematives,o.splendid 
spirit.· and willing part.icipetion on the part of the latter in all the ao-l.ivities 
panned. end an e:xperiencte in giving (to provide bed am board) and receiving (spiri-
tual blessings) for our Tunja people. · 

Again the year just past brought death to some t.o whom I· had had the privilege to 
bring themsssage of salvetion. Five-year-old O~amenc1a a merry roly-poly child 

, I 
·\'11th blond curls who would have me singing choruses almost before I sat down in 
the family living room was instamly killed in an accident. while at playl. A for
met' bj)glish student committed suicide. What a reminder t.o be preaching the Word in 
season and out of season! 

My visitation· rounds continue to take me to the homes of many who are cont.acts of 
long standing but also /include some new homes. One contact was made when I happened 
to come to a trien~ home when she had visitors. After a bit of cauual visiting I 
decided to read and explain a port.ion o:f the Word. The older woman guest said after 
I finished s "When will you come to my home.l I need someone to tell me about Jesus." 
When I visited her' ahe had peebably been informed as to W. I ttes as she did not 

' ' seem quite as friendly; nevertheless she did receive me and again heard about Jesus. 
Soon after she went to Bogota to be t.reated for an eye ailment. Another reminder 
to redeem the tilne! 

Oftentimes it seans that so littee is accomplishedJ we are not sure that anything 
is accom.plished as a matt.er ~f fact.. But. "having this ministry By the mercy of God, 
we do not lose heart.". (II 5orinthiaaa 4sl.) 



Ea c7Ytisi6n 6vange!ica Euferana en (]o[ombia 
Jhe Oo!omoia 5vange!ica! Euteran JYtission of South cllmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 
Report of Work at Tunja Station for the year 1948 

Ministerial Acts: 
4 ba¢isms (infants) 
7 communion services with an average of 13 pers~ns partaking. 

Other aspects of the work: 

~ 
One confirmaticn~in progress with one ~ember in the class. 

Also in the course of the year mission property has been bought ccn_..s isting 
of a large house of 14 rooms with plot of ground for a garden and a large back
yard besides. The study room , the parlor, the dining room and the chHdrens' 
bedroom have been remodeled. New eavestroughs and drain pipes have been put in 
the back patio,~· 

.A chapel has been made in the front pzrt of the house out of three smaller rooms. 
The chapel is also Mission propercy.' However we have started replacing the old 
chapel furniture and adding some new pieces at the e~nse of the congregation in 
Tunja. So far eight new benches and an altar have been made and installed in the 
Chapel and have been nearly all paid for. 

~ 
SUnday School ;,as been carrie~ every Sunday morning with attendance varying from 
15 to 3& persons icncluding adults. We have three clcasses; one for the adults; 
one for the intermediate age children and one for the primary children. 

This year we conduct~d two weeks of Vacation Bible School with ~ta). enrollment 
of 2?'children. ~ ~ )\~\.VIJ4 ~~~ ~~ 

The Ladies Aid group has had its meetings regularly during the nest year eve~y other 
week~. The average attendance at these rr~etings has been five~ese meetings are 

· prima:eily devotional. Now they have as their project contributing towards paying for 
the new altar for the chapel. 

In general we can ~ say that for the past year the Lord has truly been presentt 
to bless in an abaundant wayj the attendance at the services has steadily .increased. 
Uther contacts have been made; many have shown interest in our work and in the 
Gospe:t even though they have not dared or cared to come to the services as yet. 
We also believe that we can see definite growth in the lives of some of the believers· 
as well, in the sty.dy of the Word, in witnessing for Christ in their homes, etc. and 
in stewardship of their means for the work of the L~ 

IRY ~1ft~ ~ 
St ion Pastor 
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PATHS OF SERVICE !11 TUNJA 

Bef'ore again assuming the role of' teacher, I should like to aha.re wi t.h you some of 
the blessed experiences of' the four months it has ileen nv privilege to serve as 
pariah worker in '1\lnja. On October 22, I found that city a peaceful haven for the 
refUgee a.tter our evacuation of l).li tama. Even while 1 grieved over the sal situation 
of the tOwn we had lef't, I anticipated renewing acquaintances and making new contacts 
for the Gospel in '1\mja. I had barely begun that angle of' the work when I lost three 
weeks of active service through' illnesa. It was hard to see the wisdom of the Lord 
in that when there seemed so IIUch to be done, but His way is best. Everyone was so 
kind to me and I gave thanks cons1:.antly f'or that and f'or the fact that the Lord had 
kept me well during the dif'f'i.cult dSiVo in D.tit.a.ma. 

Once I began to get well, my strength was rapidly restored so that I was a.ble to 
. begin teaching Vacation Bible School on November 2} as scheduled. Classes met far 

two weeks in the newly-finished ohapelJ it made a lovely, light e.nd airy schoolroom. 
Average daily attendance vas 17, but countin; the ones who came in for a. day or two 
and probably would have continued but for the ini'luence of' dubious parents, the en
rollment. wn.s 28. Colorful f'lannelboa.rd lessons from the Old and New Testaments, 
hymns and choruses, catechism lessons and Bible readin2; challenged and kepi; the 
interest of' the children. How they treasured the little Christmas hyn!n books vi th 
3ible pictures f'rom old Christmas cards ma.king the covers gq and a.tt.raot.ivel 'lbe 
SUndS¥ a...P-ter the -close of school tJ1e children presented a short program for the parents • 
It f'ea:J;Ured the Ot-"Oed recited by those who had been most faithful in mell.lOrization. 
songs and a question and answer period by t.~e li t.tle f'olks, the recitations of' realms 
2; and al by a. little girl who had not yet learned to read. and hyiins by t.he entire group. 

Not only the children but also a youth group participated in the Christmas program. 
It was good to hear tr.e:m si1'13 WO Oome~ 0 Come, l:llla.nUel "~ •All l{r Heart This Night 
Rejoices "• "0 Little Town of' Bethlehem" and other f"avorites of' Christians everywhere. 
One of the young people led in Scripture readin~ and pr3.7er, another sang 11Dear LitUe 
Stranger" ( f'or t.hi s number only the tree lights were on-it was most impreesi ve), and 
a. third gave a f'ine and f'ervent Gospel object lesson called Ohrist.ma.s candles. The 
chapel was f'illed that night and lll8.rlY curious heads also made their appearance in the 
hallway outside. The altar was in pla.oe for the first time and it added IIUCh to the 
worshipfUl atmosphere. l wish you could have heard the spirited singing of' Silent 
Night at. t.he end of' the program; I think everyone vas participating and that each vas 
moved by the true spirit of' the oeason. 

l)lring the mission conference one of' the laymen of the con,;regation very ably conducted 
cervices and two young Christians were in charge of the cr...ildrens t Sundt\1 School .. 
~ben I returned we had a aeries o~ studies on the Book of' James at Thursday ever~ng 
meetings and for the adult SUnday School cla.as. One Tr.ured~ evening a group st.qed 
for about forty-five minutes after the service to ~ontinue a spiritual discussion. 
Such interest is enocm-agin.~. Undoubtedly t.~e chapel ha.a been a real blessing. 
encouraging the regular attendance of believers and provid.in,g an attractive atmopphere 
for t.hooe who drop in for the first time. The womer! have almost finished paying !'or 
the altar and now the men are conoiderin~ zr.aking the pulpit their contribution. The 
oons'7ega.tion a.e a whole has paid for new benches. They talte m.1ch pride in their obb.pel. 

At a youth social in January it was decided to hold re-gular youth meetings. We then 
had the believer nucleus upon whioh to build. Two of' them have already left f'or their 
teac!->.ing or work assignments on 0"-vher parte of' the f'ield; others will attend lnstitut,e 
when it opens. Nevertheless, judging by the interest ohown up to t.hia point. and the 
growth in the size of' the group~ we are trustin.; that the Lord will raise up new 
leaders under Hisaiona...7 Ha.lde 'a direction, persons who will wield a real Christian 
inf'luenoe among their friend a, and that the work ronon:~ 1~he youth will be a growing 
and frui tf'ul t~.ing.: It was moat grati!'yin.5 to f'ind that, from the first, persons who 
had been to a yout:-~ meetinc; cruue to servicen and t~-.o.t some attended regularly frOI:t 
that time on. 



J .f·athe of Service in '1\lnja. .. 2--

It is a little harder to write about the home vial tation. an important phase of" the 
work I was doing; but let us get a glimpse of' a :few of the homes and reactions. 
Senora l~!a had long been want.ing to meet Mre. ~de, she told the maid~ as it would 
embarrass her to come to services without f'iret knowing the people of the house. 
Arter a couple of' previous calla, we were told one d&\1 that she was at home and would 
receive us. We learned then that she had had contact with the Gospel through the 
testiJ:loey of a Ohrietian t"riend and that not only her words but her life had spoken 
well for the Evangelical f'aith. On later visit.e, however, Senora. J.~!a WO'..tld never 
come out and Don Juan, her husband, visited with 1.18• He received :;capels and other 
literature gladly,. discussed freely with us, but, said he, 11They tell us we'll be 
exoommunioa.ted if we go there•. 

One of the believers took me with her to visit Sefiora Gabriela, a cultured woman who 
had separated from her husband tmd was now keeping house for her doctor brother• He 
had recently asked to buy a Bible a.nd both o:: them seemed open to the Gospel. Gabriela. 
sat as though entranced while I told her the trt.cry of God 1s love for sinners. She 
said she would like to come to services the f"ollowing evening and arrangements were 
made for her friend to call :'or her. When she did, however, she f'ound there was 
still Gabriela's aged mother to reckon with• ta:lnvit.e mr daughter to a. picnic, a 
allow,. a danoe•, she exclaimed, "anywhere but t.~erel You are trying t.o ruin her. • 

We had been told that a. Ger..lall f'amily in town was E'VL"lgelical. When I learned where 
they lived~ I called 1:.here one a..-ternoon and was eo very welcome, it seemed. The 
lady" told me she had been in Colombia for f'if't.een years. • And of what. faith were yoo 
in Gerl:ifln;YT 11 , I asked. ~angelical•, she replied, ~~and we still are "• lieverthelese, 
they had f'ound it prudent to hide their faith to avoid persecution f'or their 11-,..ar
old daughter and for business reasons. The daughter is required to attend mass every 
Sunday with her schoolmates and the father :-;oes for appearance 1s sakeJ the motl-.er, 
never. 'fhey had come t.o the house several times before I left and we have hopes that 
the Lord will give them the courage to stand up ror what they know is Truth. 

The last t.wo weeks of :<'ebruar.r I had the opportunity to teach classes in English in 
the commercial school just established by a yOtll'lg 1'll8Jl who r.as been a sympathizer f'or 
some time. He aa.id, •As yet, o~ course, yoo cannot teach religion in a,:ny school 
here, but this is an oppOrtunity to make conta.ctsJ and who shall sq what opportunities 
the future may hold!.: I did f"eel that it was a. unique privilege in view of the 
oppoaition that had been expres88d only a. short time ago to any missiona.ry uacl'l..ing 
even as harmleso a su·;ject as li}).glieh in arry TUnja school. T'ne class with YClW'lg 
workin.,g people was well on the wa::1 to gaining some tine personal f'riends ~or me when 
my time in '!Unja was spent, and I f'eel it would have gone nuch f'arther than that in 
a period of time. It hurt, t.~ough, when a yout.h who had helped me get the certificate 
for the Evangelical school in I--arpa. said., "Yea. we •11 be glM to visit. you in Bobot&, 
but only to talk ~Ueh "• I~ they could only realize 1:.ha.1; what we of'f'er is the 
Gospel of' Salvation and feao&J by God 'a grace they shall ~ that 801lle d~ before it 
is too latel 

Through these varied activities life was full and rich for me. \'then I was i;empted 
to tr..ir.k that !. was doin:,~ sometr..in_; apart f'rom God •s grace and help, I remember 
gratefully that He humbled me in one way or another ani brought me to seek. His 
guidance and a. wisdom and love greater than m:1 own. Thank Jod that the work is His 
and that the power is His ao that I can even glory in rrv weakness,. because "when I 
am weak, then am I strong 11 through the power of Ohriet in me. 

-aelva l~erlien 
!larch~ 1949 
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Financial Statement---Tun.la Station 

lfi~M Recei:ets Disbursements 

Rent & Upkeep --850.00 641.69 Lit. & Supplies- 27.25 17.40 Travel --------200.00 220.00 Teleg. f; Teleph. 20.00 30.26 Post. &: Stat.--- 40.00 40.00 Miscellaneaous-- §o.oo 39.69 11 7.25 991.04 
Bal. on 

991.04 
hand----196.21 

AdJustment of balances; 

To pay to treasurer: 
Rent & Upkeep --------208.31 
Literature------------- 9.85 
Miscellaneous---------- l0a3l 

Less; 

Travel 
Teleg. 

228.47 

----------------- 22.00 
& Teleph.-------- 10.26 

---1949 

Balance 

208.31 
9.85 ------------------

10.~1 
228.7 
32~26 

196•21 

228.47 

32.26 32.26 
Total to treasurer -----------196.21 

Deficit 

------------
22.00 
10.26 

------------
32.26 

Cement ing floor and repatring of roof in back patio from 
miscellaneous gifts received personally -----------------450.00 ( Pesos) 

Rec'd bal. of gift for chapel from w. i'1· F. 340.78(U.S)-
, 1146.03 (Pesos) Paid ba.ck amount borrowed from Emergency Fund -----------300 .oo 

846.03 PaM! back deficit from last year 93.40 

752.b3 Reparr on chapel, varnish for floors, grills for 
windows, {grills of tron)---~--------------------------- 571.22 

Balance on hand 1n chapel fund for Tunja---------- 181.38 

R~ectful~~tted, 
1/s'r;J ;v 
n.oy if. Mal{ie 



~'A l ~ 
:\ Tun.la ~:·ta.tion Report for the year 1949 ' i. • I: \ {, t' 

We were~~le to begin our year's work wlth a new chapel and an increas-
ed int5f'ei.t in tn.e Gospel for which we were and are truly thankful. , 
Through>-tne able end consecrated help of Miss Belva Nerlien Young l'eoples 
Meetings were started end there were as many as 32 young people from 
Tunja in attendance at the meetings. Tnese meetL,gs oonsJ.sted mainly of 
dieoussio.l'li..J.~d usually'1one of the young people and directed by the past.or 
in charg~Jhes and dev"-otions. As the time went on, several of these 
Y.oong peopie manifested a hunger for the truth. Just as it seenii that 
things were pr o~reseing the polit_ical disturbance came ~long and put an 
end to this work except for personal contacts on the street and ••Qn 
thos-....e who -dare..,A to come individually or in groupe to chat. Yet we be
lieve that. the seed which has been sown will bear fruit in due time. 

Regular services were held every Sunday morning end afternoon. The average 
attendance at the ~,.;-:,. on ~Jun. mornings was around 30 until the latter part 
of October when some of the believers with their children moved away be
ca.use of the political dafJ@er. The average attendance at the afternoon 
services was around 15 but that also decreased after some of the folks left 
Tunja. severa-l people who had been more or le~s ,sy~sthiz~rs were atra1d 
to come be.ce.ue e of the situation prevailing. /h~ ~d..v ~ -?..dJ'. 

Up until Oct. 31 the ministerial acts consisted of 1 baptism and 7 
communion eervlces with en average of 13 persons participe ting. 

On ::>und....ay June 19th the new chs.pel was dedicated with Pastor Harold Olson 
performing the service of dedication end with several other of the 
mlssiona ries assisting ~lth music, greetings, etc. 

The last or October we left Tunja supposedly for our vecation but due to 
the very unsettled cond-.J..tions thro .... gn.out the country we deemed .l.t best 
to stay in Bogota at leest until elections were over Nov. 27. Meanwhile 
up until a week before the elections the work in '£unja was carried on by 
'Delva Nerlien assisted for a.while by Valborg Torkelson yt'awrli.le by Eliz
abetn deerde. But as t._..'l.ere was ggeat suspense tne last week be-fore tne 
electamns tney also came to Eoe;ota leaving the house more or less in tne 
care of the some of the believers in .J.'unja. After eleot.Lons we took our 
vacatlon and Belva !·!erllen and VEllborg Torkelson went to 'Iunja S5ain to 
carry on tne work. ~~e are thamkful to God for the work wnich t1e~ has been 
sble to do throuf:L,h them even in these difficult tlmee. 

he a~·e thankful for the sme.ll group of believers we have, although , of 
cousrse we do wish the gro..1p was much le.rc:er. 1-;e are so happy for thel.r 
faithfulness and firmness. ~·ie sre hpppy thF t we have he.d the privilege to 
see some evidences of spirituel growth 1:; the lives in 2t lee.stfsome of 
the ll>Je~ these people. ·Shat the future nolds for them ·t~;e do not know, 
but we d......o know this that v.,:e can and do commit them to the Lord come W:J.at 
f'IISY. \,;e also a . .re c,mfl.dent thet t!1e work carried on by the verious persons 
in thls place twell not be in vs.in. 



ANNUAL BUDGET, 

~~AT~~: or~ propoti,y.: •. , •.••• • ••. ~· • • • • • • • 

2.. Evangelist •. • .................... •· •. \ ~'l~. •· -• -• -••-• -• -• 
3.. Teacher • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • •. •· tU;_ .• .• .• •· •· •· •· •· •. 

Pesos 

: JSO.do 

4. Station schools .. s.s., D.ay. S.chool,. e.tc ............ •· •· •· •· .•.•.• ··---------
5. 

6. 

7 .• 

8 .• 

Li terat.ur.e .and .supp.lies .•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. -•.•.•.•.•.•.• .• _,.al~.i .. .,: .... d"-~ao&.. __ _ 

Travel • • •. • • • • .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• . ....... J'"'~d;;..a,Ou • ._.O~d.._ __ _ 

Telegrams, Telephone •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• ··--·fiiJ"-JJo<2'-' ......... 0r:......~c ... 'l.._ __ 

Postage and St.a:tio.l*U'y. ................................. •· •· •· •· • __ IL.M.1! .. ;......,0:...d-... __ _ 

9.. Miscellaneous: ............................................. . 

10. Freighting ••••• • • • •• • •• ••• • ••• • 
I.NST IT UTE : 

1. Rent or upekeep of property • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·• • .• • .•. ---------

2 .• Replacement and upke.ep. o.:r .eq.uipm.ent .(dish~a,. fur.ni.turc_, .etc •. ) .• ··-------

:~-~-• Board ( studenta) .• .• .. .• .• .. .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .• .•. .• .• .• .• .• .• .• •----------

4. Cook ( \'la.ge.s) .•.•. •· •.•. •- •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.••.•.•.•.•.•.•. ·----------

5. Library ••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•. •· •· •.•. 

6. Prospectus ......................... • .••.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• ··----------
7 .• Travel • • • • • • . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ··----------
8.. Telegrams, Telephone .•..•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• ··----------

9. Postage, paper, et.c •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• -• .•.•.•.• ·• .•.• ··----------
10. Athletic supplle.s ............... . .. .. . ....... ·----------.. .. .. .. .. .. ...... 
11. Miscellansous • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

LITERATURE: 

l_. "Voz de la Fe." .•.• . ... ----------.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..... .... 
2. Other •• •• •• . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·--..... -....------
SPECIAL BUDGETS : 

l. Emergency fund • • • • • • • • . . .. ... . •. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ·----------
2. Travel, vacation and furlough fund •• •• • •••••••• • • 



J'IlWlCUL REPOP'.r ""' TUJJA STATIOI 1950 

lmd. ld•1-pt! »•tmr•eunts l\fla.ns• 

Rent and Upkeep 15(>.00 62.80 87.20 

JJvange11et 1,700.00 1,581·50 118.,0 

Li turature and Supplies 25.00 -------· 25.00 

'fe1egrams and 'l'elephou 20.00 10.33 9.67 

Po•tace and Stationery 10.00 ·75 9·95 

Miacellaneoua JO.OO JO.OO --
Travel 15(>.00 15(>.00 ------
'fotala 2,085.00 1,835·38 249.62• 

• •eturne4 to !reaaurer 1/5/51 



TUNJA 

Behold I have set before thee an open door, and no man can close it. 
The past year has been a dark and a hard year for our work in Tunja. 
For a time it seaned everything wM!ld be swllowed up. But we know that 
the storm eoon wastes away and all is calm. Experience has tau~ht ue t.lult. 
there is one ~ holds the control. Tunja is not in perf'ect. calm by aey 1118DB• 

nevertheless we have experienced a calm after the atom. How true God 1 a Word is 
that no man can close God's open door. 

Man has tried in macy ways, also in the past. year, to sl'lu1o God 1 e door there. 
But we only rejoice that the door still remains wide open. Not that the people 
ae well as ourselves, have not been kicked about. But the disciples were also 
kicked abot.lt, and also into prison. And the jailor was saved. This baa also 
been our eJCperience in Tunja. We could give you some interesting experiences 
whwre because llf t.he violence :f'rom the other church, souls are coming· our way. 

IAlring the peat year Fanny J'm~ez1 a Oolaabian school t.eacher, and myself 1 have 
had the joy of working Tunja. Rev. Quanrud, supervising pastor, visited us four 
times during the yeer, administering Holy Communion to the believers and baptizing 
and confirming one adult. For four, five months, Pauaanias Wilches one of our 
Colombian workers, made regular visits out from Bogot' t.o conduct our Sunday 
serv1ces ••• Until the month of December when Belva Nerlien came out to assist us. 

Two regular services, end a part of the time, three, were conducted in the chapel 
weekly. Sunday sbhool for the children, Sunday mornings. Four or five weekly 
services were held in the homes. A woman's work every two weeks. A weekly 
bulletin was published going out to many homes where we dared to send thea11 with 
a ~essage fran the Word of God and the weekly announcements. We f'ound 'a fine 
response to the bulletin, especially where the people were fearful in coming near 
ua. Oontinual visitation work was carried on with but very lt.ttle difficulty. 
Tunja being a young people's center, because of it's many eduoeti"Onal institutions 
affords many_ opportunities among the the students. Especially in 'teaching them 
English. A .. ound sixty children. young people and adults were t.aught English 
during the year. Many of these youv1g people ere preparing themselves tor Univer
sity study here or abroad. Five Tunjanosentered Universities in the States dur
ing the paB't year. And five more plan to leave shortly. 

Tunja. as well. offers a wide open door to ministry among the upper class. We ha
ve had the j!)y of seeing members from three society class families b"ecom.e regular 
worshippers among us. And many families becoming very friendly through contacts 
in teaching English. 

The last two months especially, we were more encouraged in our work in Tunja. 
It seemed to open up to us in s new way. It had been a herd and slow strugg le 
all year s41Wing the seed. But God 'e Word does not eeturn unto Him void. Thus 
was also our experience. Our hearts refoiced ae we saw God working in our midst. 

i'ie ple"'d with you, that you might pray with us that God would open unto us a door 
for the Word. and that we might make 1 t manifest as we ought to speak. 

~~ 
Helen Daniellon. 



Rent & Upkeep 

Litarature & Supplies 

Teleg~~ & Tel. 

Btillnnca on h9nd t 

Ch!!l.:Jel rund 
i"'i bli\ Fund 

TUNJA 
1.951 

Receipt~. Diabul"&ft\ente 

,12.82 312.82 

2201 .. 5{.\ 2201.58 

,.oo ~5·00 

1}~·56 1,;.56 

l}.OO 1,5.00 

76.&1 76.80 

ilz.co 
,oro.66 ,oW~ 



Ea cJVCisi6n 6vangefica Euferana en Oo!om6ia 
Jhe Go!om6ia 6vangelical Euferan JYlission of South cllmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA ··CELMOSA" 

IJid tv14U81 Repc!rt • 

!'~, lrretllrea, Pftll' fer •• that tbe ...a .r the Ler4 ~ han tree oeuae, and 
be clerttled, enm u tt ta wtth ,.eu: 2 !'Ilea. 3:1. 

All I tisak a'beat 81Vill8 a repert, nether S.t be 1D41v14ual. w ~·• I feel 
that lt 18 se 'Nl7 little I hllft 4•• that tt weu1l be better te •n.p Mf'ore I 
net•. Hassenr, I 8hall t17 te 4• ~r 4utJ' Sa PNII-'!DB •-tlliDC• · 

I was ust..-a till SU"JMt"lele .r till w_.k Ia Tmlja• whtah I haw eale..,end te 
f'QlfU. a.t 1'ergtt'e • f• allll\r faUurea. As 1 twttoatett 1ll _. ~:- ttaja, 
I llaft ::T1slte4 there • JlU16er et tltlla 4'1U'tag tbe 7M1'. · · , 

Ia tbe.'eV)J' ])art at the yev I HDtllaJB4 tile }II'S.. Ytsttut• tiJl'tU Ia lllrfla whea 
I lf'Mlt wu takea ]:ll'ts-.er tR e whUe u4 ._. a.plete~ 1'it!'ld44eA H.- zonva fer 
aere Ytatts. we ha're ••Ue4 eursebes .r ,_.,ble ~tua1tles as.ae l• •Ill 
sreetia$8 eat s ... thbg taDU~e ltae .r rMI. ete. te tile prta ..... nt-. we hue 
t11u reaoJte4 ~&aft ..U•te~ BllOh ap'Jil"eel.att. rer tt. B llu "'- ft17,iaterest1D8 
te cet -... nea 'heuall shert, letter~~ ~thea ..a ane w11at ... flit :tllea at 
l.eut • .,. a'Ntrt tbere ftr.eu Sa Ob:rtat, G&l tllft tr they 4tl aet hae U.u tatth 
Q11 trut in Chrtst th8T weul4 utter~ 4eapalr. 

we htmt trW te 4• the uat~ w were stt'ell 1a oeaDeCttea with tblt 72Uth nrk 
aacl studeat werlt. It has aet beea euy. •• haft lleell oetacte4, but Ht all h&Ye 
..., te the Jawae. HOWS'Mr, w ha'Ye htl4 ft&U).ar ...t!Dp law~~ week at eur. 
~lease aa4 a ll1Diber hu sh... interest. We see thQ there are hepes. -

OU1' hewte hu been Q •epea hGUe" u4 W h ..... hal U41YJ4uala aDl Cl"~ eemiDg en 
Swad.,- attenaeollll aa1 4urbg the week. i1lau JaD;J e)JpertUJlitlu hwe presented them
selves to w1taesa tor the Lerd. 

Ant! as seems t• be o..._., MDJ' et tb.e •ukt.ac ~ er bee81Ds tJ'pe haft .,._ tct 
the hauae er I hue •t thea el.M1rbere. I haYe ..te .use .r all t~ eppertuntttes 
(Are they eppertuntttea? I tan them tbat ..,..) w tell those peeple aMilt Christ 
betere &1Y1Da tbea 8JI4 teed. 

Thevp I I111Ye aet 4.., aU the Ylat\atlea I ftiU14 lib te Jafl'f'e 4erae. wt I hwe 
eaje,rect ctet.Dg what has beea 4eae. As I feel oerteta that _. fell•-werke:ra llll'Ye 
experience«' al.se, tt hU "beea and. ls preeleu to han ncb eppwt•ltles te share 
thft Wcm1 .r God with wr tellw..-n. 

It haa been a jGJ to help eleJ18 wtth the Slmll., sebool werk and Blble eluaea or 
studies a JlUJiber fit tt.s 1D the Saataater, a sCJatkera aeotlea ot Bes-''• '"· 

Thwgh we have net beea able to ge to aa:r et the places et our !'tel4 lt has been a 
3.,. to..- letters 1Jl tha line et IBBSep& oa tJhe w.r4 et Goc1 te tile bel1eYel'B 
tllreuP.at Where'l'er that hu been possible te seal such. Letters ha'Ye alae been 
reeetvecl tr• thea lwUcattac their 81"8et apprec181on 1'er the BtSSeps· u4 the 
eaoourepatDt. 'l'beJ' ba'Ye •Die.red te know that they are bef.Ds re.Jiberecl, udhll'Ye 
espresae4 that they haw beell blessed through lt. S..e et tbe saldeet part at tt 1s 
that we han Bet been able to set eut to mtnt.ster to eur tell•cbrtsttans 1n the 
PlaiDs. · 



) 

Ea ~isi6n 5vangelica Euferana en Colombia 
Jhe Go!om6ia 6vange!ica! Euteran ~i8sion of South cllmerica --

DIRECCION TELEGRAF'ICA "CELMOSA" 

'l'ha details ot tbe work at Tuaja wUl be given ~ tbe J41asea Heerde 
8DI Torkela•• lftlt I 811 glad to hn'e tbe prtvUep to add a few 1fGI'48 trca 
there also. 

It haa been interesting to ohMrYe tbe werk aarchtDg al.eag 4esptte the 
41tt1C\Iltlea at tile tt.e 1n whleh we 1m. It liu not lteen u e&8J' tuk tor 
th•e l.aboar1J18 there. 'l'heJ' M9e felt ad J"Mltsea IIOl'e thaD we who 1laft not 
1tN4 ttiere, the teaM sttuatt• which has ~a-aatle ttaelt felt 1a that 
ott,. as wll - 1D ether parts fill C.l-.bta. . 

le ere t~ to Ge4 8114 to tJloee w11o M'Ye l•boaJoecll 1D that place 
tor aU ,tt!at baa \teea aee-.,1S.he4 t«r tt. IArt. We han lMtea praytag aal oonttnue 
to PNJ'··tlaat Go4 lliiF ecttnae to blsu all tlte etrerta tar tile turtherfl!lee or Hta 
c.-e.:\ 

Durlrc 1..aJ7 fill 1952 .., ot -- laelteYera, Mr. Garof•. helpect bJ" 
looklq etter tbe Jaean 1ll the abaeaoe ot atsat.artes u4 •tt-l warltera. 
Bvbl th&t tta be 1tegaa tile wort et 1Jipr«eaat whleJl we latd arrup4 to iumt 
4-., 1ll tile houee. Be patate4 the ehapel aid tile il:lter141l" at tile wllole house, 
&Ill alao the outs 14e faetnc the street., aal repatred t.11e eYewalk • 

. The illprorell8ate otherwtse eODS!MIM Ut the tutallat1Gil ot anotber 
batllr.- r .. feall7 ue wt~ all the aeoeasar, equl~nt. 1Mtal.lia8 a ., 
stan (Col .. laa etJ"le), am hot water for tbtt kltebea an4 1.-l!Dc to tbtt two 
bathrOCIIIB. '!"be kttoben was lllao remodelle4 aD! a a!Dk put 111. Two other rooms 
at t)ae rev of tbe llouae #1111, orae that had bees uao4 for a wood rocm aD4 at 
tiats a work ehtlp ad the other was an ablm401181 cme • were repaire4 aa4 .-te 1Dto 
alee light unable l!Y!Dg quatera. All the wood floors were scraped, tmprcwiDg them 
greatly. 

on the alxtih ot FebrualT JdUses TorDl.eon and Haal!e wellt out to 'l.'unja 
to take up the wart:, 8JlC1 haTe been oar17 1M em the T«rlous aet1Ttttas that they baTe 
f'auad poaatbletor the furtherance at the cause. It has been llrterest!Dg to learn 
et the -~ eoatacts they hwe msde and tbeir 4eeire to brt.Ds tile £OSpel to those 
people, bGth 1n the servteea at the ehapel 8Jid wben tbaf people hae cMB to 
Ttstt. 'l'hts theJ h«..-e eldeavcrect to 4o 1D. Whateftr house TS.1tat1oa tbey h&'Ye 
f'oud poutble. ' 

lJl the lut pllrt or April Jtr. & J.!r8. 1eha JiiclltOf'& went wt to help with 
the wOl"k: 1n Tuja. BestcSes llelp!Jt« with tbe •~toea t!!ey haTe alao 4one T181tat1on 
wCil"k. other eat•cta haon thereby beeB -.de 8llll 8011! et tlt.oae haTe also com to 
the se" tees lateq. 

Som fit • other mn !laTe Tl81tecl 'l'aaja 4ur1JI8 the ~er, trylas to be 
fit help. Olaca weat there three tbes, !aorek: eue, and I waa out twenty ttDes. 
Mrs. wu alOJa« twtoe. Mtsa 107ce Bergh and l.lrs. Ol8on went also for ODe Sunday. 

We bed etx camaaat• ""tees, aDi OM prtTate COIIIIIWlton service tor one 
of the beU.eTera who \ft'l8 etck. 

'!Wo little children were 'baptize4. 

Acatn I say, ~ God richly bless all ihat has been doae f'or the 
furtheraaee ot HlS Work. 

Report for 1952 



"But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Since Miss Torkelson, and 1 were both stationed ~n Tunja f"or the yew: of 1~ 52 
and both of us doing the same type of work, it would indeed be impossible to 

awrite individual reports without having ¥ain repetition, which no one likes to 
Wread or listen to. Therefore we've decided to write our reports together. 

(Pardon the confidence.) 

After arriving from Bogota to Tunja the first part of Feb., services were held 
regularly even while the house was being repaired for a duration of five months. 

Sunday School was held every Sunday morning. 
The afternoon and evening Sunday services were in ch<-rge of rastor Gerhc.;rd 

Ostrem. Who made weekly trips from Boe.ota to Tunjt .. from Feb., until MC:i.Y. --
When the Montoya's arrived, Pastor Os::'Cr~m., made m:.mtnly visi "ts, 'as Senor Monto
ya was left in charge of the two Sunday services, &S well as the weekly Span
ish Bible study and the Youth meetings. Sra. Vicenta taught a Sunday School 
class and helped with the Lady's meetings. 

Ladies Meetings were held bi-weekly. 
English Bible Study was held weeKly. Some of the English students attend

ed trds Bible Study who would never have dared to attend any other service. 
Many valueable experiences were had "through these s~udies and how good it is 
to hear them say, they remember verses from the Gospel of John and then they 
will repeat them in English, such as - "Go and sin nJ :<~ore. " "I am the Light 
of the world." "I am the Way the Truth and the LJ..e,;ht no one cometh urltJ the 
Father but by me." etc. 

By means of contact one to three mglish classes we.r~ g"ven daily. This seem
ingly menial tas!C pr,oved to be a blessing to many. Fonner .&lglish studants 

atold us they were prohibited by ~he school to cvme this year even for Nfi6lish 
Wclasses. One class of five government employees, after rece~v~ng classes for 

several months had to c h.Jose between continuing Engl~sh classes or loos~ng 
their jobs consequently the class was desolved. 

Charges were $6.00 pesos a month for those emplo:;-ed and five for s1;udents. For 
the year we received $285.00 pesos, f'rom this ~15.vv yesos was used for cr-.&ri ty 
in i;he congregation. Leaving a bhl6.rlCe of ~·270.uv j]esos which we explained to 
the English students would also be used in the Lord's wor,.c. We suge,est it be 
sent to the Bible House, or for furn.LShJ..ngs for 1.he Bogota church. . r 

We enjoyed the contacts with the University students. Two of 1;hem ~lS¥zr;~ our 
instruction class wh~ch we started late cmd met spBSmodic~illy as all in the 
class could not meet at an appointed time. In fact we barely 50t started when 
because of examinations, vacations etc., tt1e class WE..S temporally discontinued.· 

W'i th.:.>ut a doubt most of our time was spent in persunal work either with those 
who carne to our home or .Ln visitation. And as a reaul t or 1;hese interviews 
around God's Word more than 30 Bibles including N.T. were sold. Most of these 
do not attend the services because t/J of the ilresent cond~ tl·,ms, .But we ti1ank 
God for the /3'/J..p/ f:LssurarlCe thut His Word wdll nJt ret .... rn un"to Him void. And 
we pray for those who have &.ccep"ted Chr~st and also for those who are still 
limping between two sides - or who fear mcm rather t!.FJl God. 

Respectfully subm~tted, 

~ 
~ 



1953 Tunja Station Heport 

'*Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name e;ive glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truths' sake." ?s. 115:1 

~ The beginning of 1953 was very uncertain as far as our mission work wau 
Wconcerned. The R.C. church at two specific times attempted to atone us and 

force us to leave. However, God in His infinate wisdom used influential 
~eople of the city to defend us and after several months their plana and 
threats stopped. The situation was so tense that not even the English class• 
es could be started until May, (leaving off the month o:f June) and even then 
some came at night and dressed in disGuise. This year the $140. 00 pesos 
paid by the English students was used for books, for the Tunja Cone.;regation 
library. Now, we believe the best way to handle the English problem in 
Tunja is through an 3nglish Bible Study. 

Our believers requested us n9t to have evening services, there:fore tlte 
Wednesday midweek prayer meetinb~s held at 4 p.m. and proved to be satis
fagtory. The Sunday services and others were held regularly with usually a 

d attendance. The special prot:,rrams were well attended too, by this we 

ldren who are enrolled in our Sunday School atte~Cathol~ schools and 
are prohibited to come, but even i~spite of this they do come when they can. 

n in round numbers from 15-30 including children. Bany the eighteem 

Pastor Gerhard Ostrem visited Tunja one Sunday a month until uct., 
v:;·hen Pastor Harold Olson was given charge of Tunja. 

Hilma Bello, was not able to continue visitation as planned. Sone 
people requested not to be visited as in some cases they were being spiedKt•n 
and threatened. Two little girls from believers homes were given classes in 

~secular subjects. These classes were held only in the afternoons and lasted 
wfor about four months. Hilma also helped with the services until October. 

Again this year most of our time was spent in personal work. They 
came in groups of two, four, six and eight asking questions and discussin~ 
differences in doctrine. Instruction classes were started and if numbers 
mean anything there were nine who joined the clasBes and the others return
ed time and again for further discussions. 

The University students were prohibited to come to our services and 
our £ission house, but we usually met the~ in town and thus ~ve us an 
opportunity to witness to tnem. In August they had a strike and the former 
director that they wanted returned. Then the students were given more 
liberty and thus were able to come back to us and also bring new ones with 
them. 

To climax our term in Tunja this year,in Oct. l~stor D1az, from 
Puerto Rico, held a series of meetings for three days. We stood guard at 
the outside door to prevent any disturbances. High School and University 
students attended under threats of being expelled if they did. The 
attendence was very good and above all the Lozdb~essed each one who came
The enemy was hushed and many were permitted to,~he Truth from God's 
Mighty word.. • 

Nov. 16th we left Tunja, as our furlo was due. "Neither he that 
planteth is anything, neither he that watereth, but God who 6iveth the in

-rease." 

Sincerely, 

7/~T~ 
-r~~ 



Tunja Repo.lrt 
1~·, 

Sinc6 Uiu.ch of ttc det61l npcrt1ng hae been dcne by !Uzabeth 
H eeni-. and Valborg Torkeleon tn their joint report thb one will 
cover other U!Lt't.t•ra. 

Bight col!ll!lunion services were held through the year with 
an ase1etance of 45 pe~sonl•· 

Visits we~ m~de regular~ UTLtil 1n October by Gerhard O.trea 
and the rest of the year by Harold Olson. Since tho =1aa1onaries 
lett 1n November, J.liss t.etiaia Corzo,. te~cher 1n the tnst.., and Jorge, 
her brother, 195' graduate, have carried on the work and have done well 
in epite of the dhcouragi.ng at.t.endance. She he• done conddereble 
vietting and he haa preached. Bapec1.ally vit-h t.he young people some 
work has been done. 

A ~oat intereattng 1natruc~1on claae has been held in the home 
of Ol1f: of the tMmbere. Rer lame alatt'er, also near 70 yeara or age 
1m~ she r..aye been v~ry appreciative atudente, ae well ee anot.her 
lady who hae eut".t'ered much ~eraeout1on in her home. 'l'Unja. it seeu, 
ie lees tense now and one can moye about with f'raedoa. May it mean 
the return of frcedo~ to he~r the Gospel and to ~oJ8l1p 
God such as vae the case a f'ew years ago. 

Station Head, 

L j tJ: }< ~>-··· r, __ , . - 'J .rl 



CHRIST!-IAS IN :OOTACA 

Tc C'.cioMbinnt tl!foche :Buena" (Chriatme.s 1tve) h praeticttlly an all-night effdr. 

'l"he 1'1re vorks, vhieh hn.v~ be.,n 1JOp-p1ng sporadically sine~ December 8 (Da.y ot' the 

Virgin 1 a "i~culate eonceptiCln"), bJ>eak into a rciD1.ng crescendo at midn1t;ht of "Noehe 

Buena" d.efying any thought of the "Silent lfight11 • The re-echoing sicy' ta aglov "1'1 th 

sputt.,r1ru>: c-olors, A truly bet'!llt1ful sight - fer the deat1 

It aeelft8 that ~ngelieala here have eap1tal1Rd en Christmas .Eve As a special 

night for prcgra.ma cf the S\ln(!sy Sehocl Md church rather than trrtng to make it tt 

family night aft 1a cur Scandinavian eustom. Pro@rde, hours long. w1 th dramas, reel ta-

for Y.vengel1eal Chri~tiana hA"P9ilv t~ke the yl3ee of the drunkenness and debAuchery all 

tee common en this Rely Night. 

It Yf'8 cur-criv11e<"'e tc 11Ccept th~ invitaticnd' our luthert'lD. congregation in 

':fun~1a ( e~;-1 tal cf Bc.yaea) tc help thmn celebrate Chrhtl&ls. Ile1 va Nerl1en and r~eta.rlc 

U1=1ez havl!' ~Cln~ fine 1oltlrk the~ AA~ are un.-4cubtedl• Alsr ren:p1ng scme of the frui t.s 

About ttYJm.tJ'-!1ve. Ca:M) .out en Chrbt~s :'ve 
~ ·-' :.· ' '·i ·~ . ' .. 

fer th~ urogram pree~o.nte:" l:-v the young people, "-he grer.ter :part cf whcm remained fer 

thA midnight 9@rvi.ee '"an~ fe-r th"' fArfNell plirty in hcnor of the !.Ores famly. 'I'his 

l~;ted unti.l 3:0<" a~m.- !he "Upez f'lltft1iy wifl -~~d .le11.e fc.r Argentina ·~e:ri~ ~~elht 
!.Cr;~z·-.{i t~ ~tsrfh:ft: 'aelti~fuoY .. tralnlng~ '!h~re YP.S DO ·l~Jk cf tbt> llaWU "flovel7 

~i-~~;~l'tl;.~ vbteh th~· t41tlns '-~r. 110 erpert ·~t :,lrlag :on .;;.eh 'Occ'fl.81onl~ ... vere e!Jpecially 

tmpr.:ossed 'bv th~: ~~~-~ ~-r t~ st'li:r!entti Who;~ talks ciertalnli eont~tnl!!c ~r~ _,thali 
.,. .· ;..,~, -~. t.. -~ •• ;_ .. ~ ;..>.·:. ; . . _, '- ·_. ... ,· 

61 flow~r"". · "'hey• w..,re etrl!ight-forwnrn t~stimn1t>s 'al ~he ehM.ge which God has brought 
• ·- I . . 

~bcut in thei-r 11 VP9 ~inc~ thoy CR~e tC k!'lOv''the t'Gctrpel; In a-p1 te of th"~ .llite hcur ot' 

thl~ m~.-tine. th.,re ,~~-- .1\ ~ed attl'lntiane~ Rt th-~. ~~rvtee Christ-s day ~when '!oi:f' Cc~ion 
;,. ~ 

"lit" f4«1m1n1t~t.,r:ed. 



? • 

• ·-t' ,.....:: -

..:. . ' ; ~ 

were V@ry nteh enccmr~ ~ th.~ Chr1•tmae rrogram P-lld servicee, th~ ~ttendAne"' ~t whieh 

-p~·ved t.h~lr ·~a:r.t~n't far t,c~o. 'small. The )lont('nl 'atart~ vl>rk in -'~g..uiisC: "t4m mcnths 
•••f :·l ,., ""''' ~ -; .. ..:: \: ,; '·'' • .I< .. ~.·'~·· '{, '' ~-4' ~ ·~ ~- t,' .· • ~~ 

91!0 with a ~mllll 'bc~rdtng school for boY'S tro~ thf! Plnins Brl!'a 'ltb~e· Protestant 9Chools 
··.i. ~ • "' j.. ,;·' lt I • • _;._ '~ • :;. • ; .,.: ··- • :... ·~ .. ·- .. :0. • ' -.: ~ :: -:..· J ,.; • • . ~· •, • :.~ l ... , 

are proecrib#td by Colol!1b1a's concordat with. th~ Vatican • 

. i;:l.,.~ .. ~·L;...:._: .. , ;._~. _i.,t , . ..;._< ... .:. ·.,o·,~.;:_- ,:o_ •:.:· •• · .. ~:-~ .. { , t ':_ .... ;:- __ '\_ .. :_ ~- ,_,_;; .,_, {~,,;_;(;.,. .~l'> ,.· -., ; __ • ·, • 

we see the pi"'mise of e vigoJ'Ous nf.N congregat'lo'n in Soga.m.o ~ slsc th~ ·u.rg.nt· need 

~Of ~lldt'ng On th~ -l~t Wh1ChL ,.,.l"eC~tl~ ~}.~sed ln thtti' ~trateg{~~-eity~·, '!\\\' 88 y('U 

~~; 'knc;~::Jtbe: tc01o,~~1· .. !l.l~dcii 1~ ~ ~n "'ihe ~er !cretin \d~~!~li 'budge\. ·Md· th~re 

Syrdal 
Jensen .. -'· ( :. 
Skanderup 
Nerlien ~-~ 

. " 

..;·· 

. ' 

. 
'' 



T01'iJA REPORT 

Pr\ul 's \vords, 11By gr<tce are ye s~ved through faith,·' Md not by works 

lest any m~n ~ould boast, n have had a new imrnct on me these months in Tunj~. Tunja~ 
th~t cold, conserv~tivo1 religious, historic~l~ proud, self-centered city where 

~..v<~~,J4~-y /Zk 
most of the n1tives think their , culture is suoerior to nll, is a real fiell 

~ . 

for the propa.r,-'ltion of 1'sRlva.tion by f~ith'1 • There are curious neo7Jle who are 

begilliling to w~ke UJ:> to the fact that whnt they have he'ird nbout sn.lvation and 

about ev!1l'1Re1ical missions is not nll true. Bibles haw been sold and secretly 

ll1a.l\Y are re!:!<.lini; them. 

In Zunja sor.te now members h.-'l.ve boen added to tho church through confirmation 

and B::mtism. After ?~..stor ~anrud left in JuJy~ P-urtor Olson has been in cb-!U'ge. 

Services have been held at llsOOA.H. a!'ld 11t 7:15P.M. and atnd'lY' School at 10:00 

' ,, ~~· 
A.M. The ladies LM Ihrcas have had therr weekly meetings every Hond:zy- afternoon 

and the young peo:"'le on &iturday evenings at 71lS. On iiednesd~ nights we have 

had our Bible studies nnd pn~r sessions. 

The ~ttend~~ce ns a. whole has not been discouraging. During recent months 

there h!!s been an increl'lse in the children •s q_ttend11nc~ in the Sund:ly School for 

which we ::u-e very ha..,;ly. Y,·uth meetings h-.ve been quite well !!.ttonded and there 

h!ls boon much enthusinsm/ So:oo nm; ones are coming. Our Dorc·'s Society· hns been 

to study for the priesthood he~rd r.l'Htf r;tudies on the book of Gn1nti!l..M. He told 

one of the r.irls of the congrccqtion th:It m.~ he would be like hither and h'lve 

to cone out of wh'!t he was ph.l1Iting to do. :le hope :md pray so. 

and thmkful for the visits to preqch on Sun&ys, by ?asters Olson and Horck and 

Hr. Alfonso Corzo. ~·Je kUO'-N they nre busy th.ch one in his work so we have 

~:)rreci 'lted their time -,nd effort spent '"ith us. 

7here ·w1s r:mch !.lctiv:ity .,t our :~ou~-::o espcci,1l~r the 1..,st t··o 'r!ont!IS Hith 



Testing the Winds 
of Change 

DALE BIU>NO 
COLOMBIA 

Colombia is a country of deep and widespread Catholic influences. Colom
bia, Spain, and Portugal are known 2~ the "three conservatives." The peo
ple of the highlands with whom I work are reserved in their comments, 
deep in their convictions, and violent in their character. Between the 
years of 1948-58 there broke out a political and religious violence the com
plexity of which is far beyond the scope of this article and whose cause is 
found only in the fabric of the culture. Needless to say the destruction of 
Protestant churches and schools, the murders and threats of murder, and 
the stonings all left a black mark on the country and its state church and 
a deep scar in the tiny Protestant community. 

In these days the violence has passed, the Second Vatican Council has 
taken such behavior out of style, and the Evangelical Church is left facing 
such a radically changing situation that it is hard put to find its place in 
history. As Pastor of a small Lutheran Church in Tunja, the capital city of 
a conservative state, I face this question daily. In one attempt to test the 
winds of change I have plunged into the inner-workings of the Catholic 
Church to at least take its pulse. Three days a week I attend a one-hour 
class on church doctrine, drink coffee with the rector and chat with the 
professors of a Roman Catholic seminary. Whatever will come of this is 
hard to say but at least it has provided for a welcome historical marker 
of change. 

One day I discovered that Tunja was to have a new Bishop and by co
incidence he was to be the priest who lives across the street. I congratulated 
him on his new calling and he in turn invited me- to his consecration 
service. My wife and I arrived at the Cathedral in time for the service but 
far too late for an empty seat. Military police lined the aisles and blocked 
people from going too far forward in the nave. Standing among the com
mon Colombian laymen, we suddenly found ourselves being beckoned to 
bv a young Seminary student from the choir. Much to our surprise he 
ushered us to the front of the Church beyond the M.P. line where I was 
met with an "abrazo" (a gentlemanly embrace used among friends) by a 
Seminary professor. He in tum, being the choir director, ushered us to a 
comfortable seat just behind his choir in the front part of the Church. It 
seems only a small gesture but perhaps it indicates the pulse of a heart that 
wants to love. 

!liE /v11 s s I DN 1-l(::: 't 
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