
. August 20 11945. 

e'ro the combined meeting of Celmose and the Norwegian LutherAn Missionaries 
essembled 1n Duitf1ma: · 

Dear Friends and Bret~en' 

May our Lord richly bless you all during this bnportant conference. 
As one who has had the privilege of. knowing the Celmosa Missionaries for 
eight years, and nO\-v is having the ~oy of meeting for the first time 1..· three 
families of the Borwegian Lutheran Church, it has occurred to me to put 
down in writing my ideAs concerning your possible fUture organization, m 
case they may be of sn1 service. . 

Recalling pest history, thinking of present problems .anll~ anticipating a 
great future development in your large end varied territory, and deeply 
appreciating the kindly permission yau gave me to speak yesterday .in the 
light of my 35 years experience as a missionary in Colombie, I beseech 

your patience v.;ith me es I s~te the following pqints which embody my 
prrtyerful thoUght on the matters now before you in this important gathering; 

1. It seems to me that the demands in staff, properties, finance, education 
and expansion in a territory stretching like a VBst triangle from TUnja to 
Coouy to Venezuela, ere far greater than Oelmose. can be expected to meet 
and the.t unless these. demands ere met, it will be necessary to cede terri
tory to other Missions able to do the work; or else to play the unchristiAn 
part of the"dog in the manger". This cen. be said with e truth.fulness e perfectly consistent with the gratitude due to Oetmosa for their oooupation 
and sAorifiee during diffieul~ yeers1 which have conserved the opportunities 
and dnne the preparatory work. which now serves so splendidly as e basis 
~or future expsns ion. ~ 

2. The eoming of three families from the Norwegian Lutheran Church ~.t this 
t~e of deflated staff and CBlls from C~sanare and other places, seems to 
me such a gift of Providence as to call for hWmble end grateful rejoicing 
e.nd gratitude. 

3. While the :plen of territoriPl division eno the development of two 
seper"'te misstons adjoining each other, wot1ld seem a simple expedient at 
the moment, I feel oo!lvineed thet th~ adpption at thi.s time of such a pl.Pn 
would be unstatesroenlike end would be less efficient, than some plan of 
ooopo:bnte union, which wnuld enable you more easily to cope with problems 
of illQheRlth, furlough, loc,tion of missionaries ~.nd e United Bible Inst. 
an<l,.--Norrne.l Tl'A inin:~ scho0l, ,:-1nd whtch 1fOUld be beneftciel in Colombt&and 
at home as ~ demonstrAtion of solidarity in Chr1st Jesus, and of the ssori
fieing r/1 ·of oll other consider~tions to the development of the Kingdom 
of God end for the benefit of the Colombian people. 

4. I am persuaded thPt for the N.L.c. to~bome responsible for the entir~ 
Mission(of which the Oelmose Missionaries would netur.elly remain members 

end whose experience would mAke them invaluAble end entitle them to every 
consideration) is the natural solution of the problem. 

e 5. I see no reason why the contributors tn the Celmosa Mission shnuld not 
continue their prayerful interest in and sup·port of their Missione-ries, 
under the ne"'.' or~nizRt:ton and thnt t!'le Missionarie~ who crme out under 
Oeblosa should not cent inue t'"' vi~ it therrt vrhen on furlou~Sh. The fusion of 
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bcJ'th streams of' missionary interest v.rill berf"ly be sufficient to meet your 
j'ost pressing needs, and this friendly continuation 8nd conserwtion of 
past interest seeMs to me perfectly consistent with investing the N.L.C. 
withexclusive edministretive responsibility. 

s. Matters of adjustment would naturFlly be decided by the mAjority vote 
of the suggested United Mission, which would be in constFnt C')nsulV>tion 

also with the Home Board, and members of the Celmosa }tission PS well as 
those of the N.L.C. should express beforehAnd ~ willin~nP.ss to grecefUlly 
accept as final, all decisions of the r~jority. 

7. I suggest that Misssion seek to acquire land and put up buildings at 
some point, so as to have (a) a receivin.? home for new 'Missionaries. {b) 
housing fora Men's Bible Institute. (cJ e housing fore Woman's Normsl 
TrAining School (d) a worshipful chepel (e) a pri.'1l.B.ry school building 1n 

which would function a jractise school for the students of the Normal 
School (f') comfortable residences for two t'Pmilies end two single women 
end e. 'few spare rooms for visiting missionaries. The new missionaries· will 
learn much Spanish by sitting in at certAin classes, a~d by contact with 
the students, while the cost of the two T,.a ining schools v~ill be greatly 
reduced through having e co~on kitchen and to· A lArge extent, A common 
teaching steff and~ some co-educational classes. 

e. such a center might be functioning ~s eArly as 191.0, And not lPter thf:n 
1950. H 

9. In asmuch as it is desirable th~t such Institutes be located where food 
is cheap, people friendly end s well-attended church cnn be attended and 
convent ions, camps 'for youth P nd refresher courses be held, I suggest tee 

liberal, richagriculturel centre of .OOCJlY as A possibility for such a 
property, 'for Although it is not so central as some othP.r -places it has A 

de:f'd!l4te gllareantee :f'or the development qf half- A-oozen near by centres 
where schools and chapels c~n be/deve-loped, this providing en outlet f0r 

practical work during week-ends (')r holideys by the students, where they 
cen be tested out, P.nd conveniently supervised. 

10. If' the secretAry-treneurer of the !!'!.iss ion Fnd the book-stoTe rna iling 
departmP.nt can be located flt such e centre, 1'1 11 thf' bett£'1' but this is not 
essenti~l to the working of the plAn. 

ll.I feel that if s~me rel'ponsfhle sf:cTetary or BoFrd ~1ember of the N.L.C. 
could visit Colombia during 1947! p:refer!?lbly e~rly in the yeAr ftjr c~mmlt
ation, co-ordination end inspect on it would be F step tovmrd re ising funds 
'for the necessf"ry property in the United Stf\tes e.s v,;ell F.!s fostering the 
prr~yerful united interest .of the Home Church. 

1 Friends P.nd brethren I humbly submit t'hese thoughts for your considera
tion, and desire to thHnk vou for the privileee of meeting with you ell. 

Sincerely and grflte:t'ully you:rs, 

· Ale:xflnder M • .Allnn. 

Duitama, August 10 1 1945. 
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])ear Fellow :M1ssi onaries: 

Gr~ce and.Peace! 

Sept. 24, 1945. 
Duitam.ao 

,'J?oQ.ay,l received a lett.er:from Pas~or Gisselquist %'ith the 
following instructipn: · ' ~· - ·-

~ '· - - --, ... -......... 

·To make _copies of the minutes enclosed and send. them to 
•. ·each one' of 'the missionaries • 

. . 
Quote! The mission~ries sent ·out by the chlirch are also -asked 

to vote and send their reaction to their respective church 
foreign mission secretarieso 

Quote: Vve would appreciate if this matter were attended to 
promply by everyone concerned. 

Respectfully subini tted, 

'~ I 



Board Meeting. 

A special meeting of the eelmosa Board was held in St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, 944-14thAve. So., lfinneapolis, Minnesota. 

~ 

Present were: 
Rev. Benj. Ostrem, pres. 
Rev. J.O. Gisselquist, sec'y. 
Mr. Philip Hanson, V. pres. 
Mr. Thomas L. Sand, treas. 
Mrs. Thomas L •. Sand, financial secretary. 
Prof. Paul Nyholm 
Mr. H. C. Kallevig · 
Rev. L.C. Masted, advisor. 
DT. Rolf Syrdal, invited. 

The meeting was called to order by president, Rev. Ostrem •. 

Prof. Paul Nyholm led in devotions. 

Place and ~ime for annual meeting of the 8elmosa was first consi
dered. Motion made, seconded and carried that the annual meeting 
of Gelmosa be held in St. Paul's Lutheran ehurch, 944-14th. Ave. 
So.; Minneapolis, Minn., Rev.L.C. Masted, pastor, on ~ednesday and 
Thursday, Nov.l4-15 during the week of the Second Annual Missionary 
Conference sponsored by the Luthe~an Evangelistic MOvement held in 
Minneapolis, Nov. 11-18. 

Program was agreed upon. 

~tinn made, secon~d and carried that the president or the secre
tary together with Mr. Joe Walla see Dr. Aasgaard and find cut how 
soon Mr. Walla can be ordained. 

In view·of the fact that the miss1onaries on the field and those 
home on furlo voted fifty-fifty on propositions three and four sub
mitted by the Joint €ommittee, we as a board present follo~ing pro
position for their consideration and vote: 

That vie enlarge the field as much as possible and then divide 
it v.-i th the NLCA and the UDLC and that we work in as close 
cooperation as possible with the above synods on the field. 

Motion made, seconded and carried, In case our missionaries on the 
field favor above plan that ~e ·then send our president out to the 
field in Colombia and invite the churches to send a representative 
to meet with our representative and our missionaries together with 
their missionaries and come to agreement about the division. 

MOtion made, seconded and carried that copies of minutes be sent to 
all mis~ionaries including those sent out by the NLCA and the UDLC. 

Meeting adjourned·. 
J.o. Gisselquist. 

Sec'y. 



Dear Friends, 

Luther Theological Seminary 
Como Ave. and Luther Place 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
Sept. 15, 1945 

I have been serving on the committee of our two Church 
mission boards in negotiating with the Oelmosa Mission 
in an attempt to find a suitable solution for the work 
on the field in Colombia where you are now located. It 
seemed for a while that sentiment was favorable to the 
proposition of relinquishing the field to the churches 
that they might have the responsibility and control of 
the work there. I have found that the vote of the 
missionaries on the field was 4 in favor of such action, · 
and one against. The three missionaries then on the 
home fi base voted against this action, leaving the 
vote split evenly, as far as the missionaries were 
concerned. It is difficult to judge the sentiment of 
the board. Several members have voiced to me privately 
that they favor giving the field to the two churches, but 
there are a few that are strongly opposed to such action. 
The main reasons for the opposition among the board 
members seem to be: 1) Celmosa would not then have any 
field, and would have to look elsewhere for a field. 
Those who hold this view feel the organiza.tion must be 
continued, and are afraid that giving up the field would 
cause their dissolution. 2) Such action would exclude 
active participation of the Lutheran Brethren, which body 
they now say is contributing rather heavily to the support 
of the mission. 

On the other hand both board and missionaries seem to want 
us on the field, the main reason being that they feel the 
responsibility is too great for them to bear alone. The 
question then seems to be--either a division of the field 
or giving it over to the churches concerned. 

Missionary Ostrem did not favor a division of the field 
when he was in America, mainly for two reasons: 1) He 
did not see the possibility of enough expansion to make 
two full mission fields. 2) He felt that two LutheranJ 
Missions with different policies and methods existing ( 
side by side would cause confusion and might lead to 
misunderstanding. The boards of the two churches concerned 
share his views generally concerning a division of the 
field. One argument that has been given by some members of 
the Celmosa Board in favor of division is that in this way 
their supporters will gradually become accustomed to having 
us on the field, and that the field will eventually be given 
over to us. The opposite might also result, however. The 
feeling that we as larger groups intend to swallow them up 
might be ••x•% nurtured for a continued period of time. 

f I ' ~ 



If they begin to use the institutions for training natives 
p/that we establish naturally such institutions would influence 

the students in attendance. While such use of our institutiaas 
would strengthen the work of the Celmosa and lengthen its life, 
by supplying those things necessary for successful missionary 
endeavor, the influences of the schools might create lack of 
harmony because of differences of approach and principles. 

At the last board meeting of the Celmosa the Board passed 
the following resolution: 

In view of the fact that our missionaries voted 50-50 
on the proposttion 3 & 4, We as a board submit the 
following for their consideration: 

1) That we enlarge our field as much as possible and 
then divide our field with the ILCA and UDLC, and that 
we work in as close cooperation as possible with the 
other synods, on our Colombia field. · 

2) In ~ our missionaries favor this plan that we 
then send our president and invite the church to also 
send a representative to meet with missionaries on the 
field to come to an agreement about the division of the 
field. 

This resolution was passed by them largely on the stiength 
of a letter received by them from Missionary Ostrem who 
spoke of present possibilities of extensive enlargements of 
the field. The details of such territories to be added to 
the field were not described in detail, but they were 
expecting that information shortly. 

I have written in detail to you that you might be as fully 
conversant with negotiations as they are proceeding in the 
home-land as possible. The interpretations and opinions are 
my own, and are not necessarily those of the boards except 
where I have mentioned the boards specifically. For this 
reason I wish that you would consider the information 
confidential. 

What I would like to have from you is a frank statement of 
opinion as to the two possibilities that confront us at 
this time: 1) Division of the field. 2) Taking over the 
field for the two church mission boards. I do not know if 
we will be offered the field or not, but your opinion as to 
the wisest plan is solicited. I would like very much to be 
able to present your opinions before the joint meetings of 
the board, and to use them in general when we again are to 
meet before or with Celmosa, if they ask about your opinions. 
They asked me at their last board meeting fwhich I attended at 
their request for a short while after the above resolution 
had been passed) but I said I had not written to you. They 
said they would be glad to know your opinions, too. 

Meanwhile, may the Lord strengthn your hands for the important 
work you are doing. May He also guide the future of our 
entire work in Latin America. 

(Copies to Olson, 
Mork, Thoreson.) 

Sincerely 



€olombia ~bangtlical l.utbtran ;Wli!)!)ion 
of ~outb ~mtrica, 3Jnc. 

MISSION HEADQUARTERS 
944 • 14th Avenue South 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

DEAR MEMBER AND FRIEND OF THE COLOMBIA MISSION: 

A very important decision must be made at our next annual meeting in St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Min
neapolis, Nov. 14-15. It concerns our relation to the'Norwegian Lutheran Church of America and the United 
Danish Lutheran Church on our field in Colombia. Below you will find part of the minutes of our last board 
meeting together with· the response which we recently received from the field dealing with these matters. But 
first a few words of explanation: 

About a year ago the N.L.C.A. and the U.D.L.C. planned to establish a mission in Argentina, South Amer
ica, but due to political upheaval in that country the doors were closed. Our Mission was in great need of more 
workers at that time, and as the Church bodies had three families ready to move into South America, arrange-
ments were made to have them come to Colombia to work with us temporarily. ·• 

The Churches are anxious to establish a Mission of their own in South America. They have a goodly sum 
of money on hand for South America, as well as several workers ready to go. Our field in Colombia is too large 
for us to work alone. Other Missionary agencies stand ready to take over parts of our field unless we are able to 
occupy them very soon. It seems to be the leading of the Lord that our own Lutheran Church should share the • 
work and territory with us. Some of our friends at home, .as" well as some on the field, are suggesting that we 
turn the entire field over to the Church. 

Following is a part of the "minutes" of the ..l.ast board meeting: "After a lengthy discussion, and prayer
ful consideration, the board passed unanimously the folloWing motions with instructions to the secretary to for
ward same to the field for their approval: (1) That we seek to enlarge our field as much as possible, and then 
divide the field with the N.L.C.A. and the U.D.L.C., and that we work in closest cooperation on the field. (2) In 
case this meets with the approval of the workers on the field, we as a board suggest that our president visit the 
field, and we also suggest to the Church bodies that they send a representative, and that these men, together 
with the workers on the field, survey the territory and come to agreement about the division. · 

Motion passed that copies of these minutes be sent to the field, and that we ask the Church candidates also 
to vote and report to their respective synods. · 

From the field we have received the following responses to the above: Our worlters voted two against, one 
neutral and four in favor of division. The Church representatives voted unanimously against dividing the field. 
But voted the following concession io which our workers agreed, with only one dissenting vote. The concession 
reads as follows: · · 

That the organizations continue as they are at home (in a similar relation to that of the N.L.C.A. and the 
U.D.L.C. synods at present) and that only one administrative body exist on the field, elected by majority vote 
from missionaries on the field without regard to the organization whic_h they represent. 

We strongly urge that you make these matters the subject of earnest and believing prayer, and that you 
come to the annual meeting, if at all possible. If you cannot come, please write me your reaction. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

BENJAMIN OSTREM, 
President, Colombia Mission, 
Rothsay, Minnesota. 



Rev. Arnfeld Mork 
Duita.ma 
Boyaca, s. America 

Dear Friend in Christ, 

1415 Grantham St. 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
Sept. 17, 1945 

As chairman of the committee working on a solution of 
the missionary relationships of the Lutheran missions 
in Colombia I have made bold to write you for your 
opinion. Rev. K. R. Jensen of your synod, and Dr. 
Stavig of our synod are the other members of the 
committee representing the churches concerned. As the 
interpreta.tions that I give are my own, thus not official, 
I think that it would be well to consider them as being 
private information just for your men of the two church 
missions. 

If the two porpositions now before us do not come to 
fulfilment the laternate will be for us to seek another 
field and leave the Colombia field entirely to the 
Clemosa Mission. I think that you should perhaps take 
this into consideration, too, as you reply to my reqpest 
for a statement of opinion. 

May God continue to guide you and to strenghten your 
hands for the big work for the Kingdom that lies before 
you. May He also direct the settlement of conditions 
so that His will may be accomplished to His glory. 

Sincere greetings, 
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Resolutions of the Hissionaries of the N. L. c., 
and U.E.L.C. to the Celmosa Mission 

at the confeTence in Duitame., 
Oct. 2, 19"~5. 

Thankful· for the opportunity t-'"> have worked for Christ in the Celmosa 
Mission,for the fellowship in Christ en.io;.red, for the experiece gained, 
and th~ opportunity tn observe mission work here at first hand,and after 
prayerful and thoughtful consideration we wisr' to present the following 
resolutions for our mutual consideration and dj_scussi.on: 

I. We are confident that a division of the Celmosa field into e ..r:e.tcl 
for the Celmosa r.~ission and a field fm· t; e Church missionaries 
would be very unfortunate for the following reasons; 

a. 
a. The injury thPt would be caused to the work in the attitude 

of Colombians; believers, individuals, government officials and the 
Catholic Church. 

b. Our embarrassment before other Protestant missions that we 
cannot be one.group. 

c. The difficulty of sepanated school systems or of one mission 
group having the schools. As we see it,neither the Celmosa mdr we 
have enough workers to run separate schools. If one group has the 
schools then will we not have the sBme pro1Jlem thPt our Church hP.d in 
CF~nadP. before the Seminary was stPrted there? The students came .to 

the StRtes to study and most of them stayed there. Will the group 
thBt does not have'. the schools give their whole-hearted encouragement 
to their young people to attend the 0ther ~nup' s schools'? .And. will 
not some of the different attitudes and nolicies cause con~1sion in 
their ·(students) :minds? • · 

d. With a small staff in either group would there not be ~- undue 
difficulties ·w1th furloughs, replacements of workers, etc; that could 
be avo'ided in :r larger united group? 

e. Differences irt policy and practice can be better understood 
by believers if that is sLmply A matter ,f the individual missionary, 
but if one group has one policy, another gnoup another poldyy,yet 
Lutherans, :that! would be ani. occasion of stumbling to them. 

f. The. difficuu:)y of a gepgraphicAl division that would provide 
a 11 the d i:t':f'erent ;elements foiJniss ion work and for the differing 
abilities df the misst,naries and national workers. 

g. The difficul\ty of a co-operative effort on the field without 
an au,horitative~body. 

II. In view of/the above mentianed difficulties and in the event 
thPt Celmosa end t~~e two Church bodies involved must continue as 
separr--te sending. ~igencies,'\:e :n.Flke the following concession as the only 
workable solution! for a co-operative effort for the furtherance of the 
Gospel in Colomh7ta: 

That ithe organdzations· continue as t-,..,ey are at home( in a 
similar relatio:it to that of tne !t.L.C. and the u.D.L.C. synods at 
present) and tJ;{pt only one administrative body exist on the field, 
elected by me .i'o/rity vote from missionaries on the field without 
reg8rd to thP. ~rganizat!on which they represent. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Signed; 

.Arnfeld 
Harold 
Hf\ns V. 

c·. Morek 
I,. Olson· 
Thoresen. 



Duitama, Boyaca: 
Oct. 3, 1945. 

To the Joint Boards ~f the u.n.L.c. and the N.L.C. ; 

Greetings in Christ Jesus ! 

We would like to present for your consideration the 
following resolutuons which we have agreed uron after 
a thorough and frank discussion with the Celmosa mission+ 
aries concerning the matter of our working with Celmosa 
in Colombia: 

I. We are unanimously opposed to a division of the 
field of the Celmosa {to make two fields of labor ) in 
any way !6or the reasons given in the accompanying 
resolutions that we presented to the Ceimosa missionaries 
at our joL"1t meeting. We are convinced that the most 
fortunate and successful arrAngement· for· all C'1ncerned 
would be thet the u.n.L.c. and the N.£.c. become the 
administrators of the mission wcrlc here. · 

II. If this cannot be reA 1 ized then we would favor the 
concession that we presented to them in number IT. This 

is not onr chief desire, but we can see it as a possibility 
if nothing else can be done. 

TIT. If this concession eannot be Pgreed up'"ln and 
worked out then we would see not other solution to the 
problem than that we leave the field for the Celmosa and 
look for another field elsewhere. Since we are more conversan~ 
with mission possibilities in Mexico we would recommend that 
that country be given cnnsiderAtion in an;- necessary move. 

:rr. If it should be necessary to withdraw from the 
Celmosa field we feel that.something should be done to 
help Celn1osa over the difficult transition that would result 
in our leaving the field. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Signed: 
Harold L. Olson. 
Arnfeld c. Morek. 
Hans V. Thoresen. 



Rev. K.R.Jensen, 
Evan, Minnesota. 

Dear Pastor Jensen~ 

DuitBma ,Boyace ~ 
Colombia ,:3~A·. 
oct. t, 1945. 

As you likely know Dr. Syrdal has written to us reg8rding 
the~~sp~cial Board meeting of Celmosa. part of which he was 
invited to attend,(or rather regarding the outcome of the same). 
He asks us for a frank statement of our opinion on the matter in 
question. We are also asked by the Cetmosa Board to send our 
rea9tions~to our respective Mission Secretaries. Therefore I 
shall \~ite frankly but I hope also fBirly, even to the mention
ing of the discord which we have fe.lt among the Celmosa Mission
aries and which in our minds is the greatest obstacle to co-oper
ative effort for the Gospel in Colombia, and which has been 
sapping the strenght of Celmosa. We ( the N.L.C. nen and I ) 
ageeed to mention this in our letters because it rs not a crit-ieam , 
of Celmosa but a fact to be faced. We brought it to the attention 
of our Joint Conference here,Oct 2nd,(although it is not mentioned 
in the resolutions) end this resulted, I believe in considerable 
"house-cleaning". '\ 

The enclosed reports or sets of resolutions I believe are "i j 
clear but a few personal comments will be added, as Olson is also ~ 
doine; ~ in his letter to Dr. Syrdel. ~ ~: 

It was with feer and trembling, and with pr~"yer that we went · j " 
to work on the resolutions which we presented to the Celmosa group. X 
But ·we feel much releaved ann Bt rest in the fBct that we could ~ 
without any difficulty agree solidly and abllolutely upon the same i. 
as well as upon those submitted to you, to both of which we have 
signed our na~es. \ 

The Celmosa group woted for division of the field on a 5 to 2 · · 
vote. (Mrs. Ostrem v~s not present but I believe encluded in the f 

5 favoring division). They however met us on our concession(No.ll) · 
with only: one op:;osiryg vf)+.e. This to me is significant • .After 
our fi:~st ,j') int sess 1.on1 tney pr~pared a concession providing 
for equal representation from both groups on the administrati¥e 
body on the field. This we rejected on the grounds that it still 
indicPtes thet we cannot be one on the field as we of the two 
Synods now fUnction, and because of the difficulty involved by 
the fluctuating of the number nf workers each group might have 
on the field. And furthermore, if representation on the field 
ad!llinistro tive body should be constituted from a certain number 

from each body in the homeland, then these representative~hould 
be chosen from the three groups (N.L.C. ,u.E.L.C. and Celmose) 
Pnd not from two groups (the Synods and Celmosa} as proposed by 
them. That is, it would be inconsistent end unfair to insist on 
three co-operating hut separate groups at home And only two on 
the field. Whereas one unit on the field would theoreticBlly at 
ler.st, obliterate Pll differences. When we rejected their counter 

, , .. 2 
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consession they accepted ours as it stPnds ( in our second joint 
session Oct.3rd} unantmously but for one vote. 

It seems a bit strange to me that the Celmosa Board, in 
spite of the wise council contained in Rev.Allans letter (copy 
enclosed) would still largely on the strength of an unofficial 
letter from one ·missionary on the field pass the resolution to 
d4.v1de the f-re!d. But that of course is their business. It is 
true that there are some prospects for expansion of the field, A~.J
but yet one mission would have to work the conservative western~~ 
while the other the liberal ePstern and northern pPrt. Whereas 
one mission could, to much greatPr edvantege work both ·types·'.,ofv 
territory. It would be very difficult to divide the field so as 
to provide both types of territory for both groups. I think the 
Celmosa group realizes the difficulties presented in I. ,but seem 
to be more comcerne~bout avoiding any arrangement which might 
in any way endanger the identity of the present Celmosa organ-
izat-ion. · 

Y0urs in Christ, 

Arnfeld Morek. 



·~-
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Dr.Rolf A.syrdal 
1415 Grt'ntham st. 
st. raul a .mmn. 
Deer Dr. Syrd€11 J 

DU!t.fme ,Bo,a oe: 
Colomb1~ ,S.A·. 
Nov.28, 1945. 

Ao a result ot the action taken by the Celmosa Board with 
respect to the work on this field the Oel.Dlose. missionaries 
met yest.erda7 and agreed unentnoual.y 1\POD an urgent eppeml to 
their Doard• the Dature or which I 811 requested not to revetl 
at th1s time. You wlll tmdoubtedl:y henr from the Celmose 
Board 1:r and When they oons14er the plee of their a1asioDer1ea. 
The Cel.Dosa M1es1onar1es called me in tor a eess1oD last n!ltlt 
in which I represented your miaaloDariea. Tb.e above ment 1oDe4 
apr;esl ms ree4 to me and I l'm.s asked· to o011RUD1oete the ta.ot 
to the Boards ot the w.L.a. and the v.x.L.o. without reveelirlg 
itA nf!ture. 
n Ill doins this I act individually and without tho author-
ization ot Olson and Thoresen. 'J.'herefbre tho puiTOse ot this 
lettt.'!"r 18 merely to notify you toot • enmethins is st 1rins " 
117 pfl'rooMl 1n.terprtJ,tat1on of lfhet ha~ wken i,leoe is tllf!t 
lt is s1gn1ticent but not entirely 88t1steotory. 

we otOt!nue to proy with you that God •Y work out Ria 
will with ~spect to our Misoio!l !n tat1n Amorie&. 

(Copies to Dr.Oerlscn 
n nd Rev. Jtmsen.) 

Respectfully yourn 1n Christ, 



# , 
Soata, F!oyaca 
November 29, 1945 

Dear Rolf, 

I had held the preceeding ~etter over to think about it 
a little before sending it on to you. Today Andrew Larson came 
through bringing me the news of what took place in Du1tama after 
they heard' from their Boerd on the mAtter of the vote to reject 
the church. He brought me a copy of the letter you have now received 
from Rev. Morek as well' as the resolution pRseed by the mission
aries here on tlte field. 

Ae Rev. Horck states in his letter to you, he was not 
act1ng in e.n oi(\oial cApacity when he wa.s called in to that meet
ing ann therefore any promise mode by him at that time or any view 
expressed is his alone and not necessarily the opinion of our 
church mission. I therefore do not feel bound by the prcbmise made 
by him that he would not reveaY the bature of the resolution pas• 
ned by the Celmosa missionaries. I feel that the move to keep us 
from saying a.nything, if not deltberate on the part of the Celmosa 
missionaries, will work only to a misunderstanding and perhaps 
a hinderance of God's work here in Colombia. Ther~fore I sneak as 
I would have done had I been tnere at th~t meeting. 

As you shall know, if you do not already, the resolution 
is an appeal from the m1aa1onqriea hnre to their board th~t Celmosa 
offer to give up " the present Celmoaa field" to the church and . 
that Celmosa continue to exiat as such but work with and under 
the church for as long as they are needed, when they shall have 
the right to withdraw from the "present field" and move 1nto add 
work any other field *ather it be here 1n Colombia or elsewhere. 

This is fine on th'3 surface. I realize th'!t. you h~ve said 
that our dealings with Cel~osa are closed, but for the sake of God's 
work I do not feel th~t we should clos~ our eyes bacauee when the 
church pulls out it :r.osne the deA.th of Lut.herltn work in Colombia 
as well as finally the death of Celmosa itself. However, they are 
now coming to us and we can st.R.te our terme as for~ully as 'We like. 
I do not feel that we al-Joul~. ws stl too much time even 1n this. If 
the church should feel thus inclined, I believe that, terms c~n be 
staten a& take it or leave 1t with no more fooling. The Celmosa 
m1ss1onar1es ere feeling a little guilty today of whe.t 'they hsve 
done because they never expected the church to pull out. However 
they are not yet ready to give up Celmcse and I feel that thiv 
lR<Jt 1s what 1s auppoeed to be -sJ.ever move' to pull, the wool over 
our eyes so that they cnn continue Uelmoea. 

We .. ~pted once not to a,lit the f1eld for reasons thAt I 
do not th1nk""tfepeat1ng. Notice now th~t the emphe<sis is on the 
"present Celmosa field .. to be given to the church. From my tAlk 
with Hev l.arson I gather quite strongly thet they hAve 1n mind 
la.ter to go into the field from the edge of their prE'!sent field 

# to Bogota whi'ch would amount to the very thing thnt. we voted 
against doing. It would mean t.hen thrt we woul!d hav~ t,wo lutheran 

fields aide by side wlth different "everything". Even if it would 
not be that field but anothor in another pa!"t o;f Colombia it still 
would be a split field n.a far aa Colombi~ is concerned--And it 
will not work--1 t' will result only 1n hArdship 11nd nP-rhene "defeat 
for God's Kingdom. I do not say th~t Cel~oa~ haA to give itself 
up ae such, tho'J.gh tl-}1.~ \JVOU11 bl3 better, b~tt either they have the 
administration of ~11 work of a Luthernn naut"e in ColombiA And we 
move or the other way around. 1 

.... :::- 1<jlv4 1-{ tA vt..S -r 11 0 res efll. 
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DeF~r Hans, 

Duitama,Boyaca* 
Dec .1st, 19"1.5. 

I received your letter this morning for \'lfhi.ch thanks. 
Its contents somewhat surprined find grieved me. Even 
though I egree with you in principle, I took the action of 
the CelMosa group in good faith, and believe that whet ~ 

you talked out of Andrew can be at best only his personal 
idea (with reference to their tP-king the field from here 
to Bocota#). Since youl' letter to Syrdel interprets their 
action as a "clever move to pull the wo61 over our eyes" 
it also (perhaps not intentionally)makes me party to the 
"move" in that I wan willin t,o report the fact of their 
acting without saying what the action was. This is hovt
ever not the main reeson why I write to you no• why I have 
taken up the :~tter with the Celmose group here. It is my 
concern t!1at 3yrdal and our Boards get the correct inter-

pretP.tion of the Celmosa. proposal which has prompted me 
to act. Upon receipt ryf your letter I asked them if they 
had had such intentions (as indiceted by your letter).For 
if they had then, I have been deceived and have helped 
them in their deception. . 

A 'fter havjng talked with them I have no rea son to 
believe that their wish to "keep it silent " vres anything 
but that it go t~1rough the official channels; from them 
to their Board and from the Celmosa Board to our Boards. 
They also decla1•e thot they had no intention of taking 
over territory 1; indicated by Andrew. An official state
ment to this ~ffect is being sent to their Board and I 
srJBll have a copy to send Y"U which Of.'n also be sent to 
Syrdal. When they Sf! id "present Oelmose. field " I inter
preted the.t as the. "field" of which there v;as t~lk of 
dividine (from Ce.snnare to Bogota). Bec~~use if t·ney did 
not consider all of this Ps the "field" where could there 
be talk of dividing it when the suggested division ren 
through the Vtf!:r-y edge of t 1·le field now actually occupied. 
You ore however right in thAt the \':ord "field" in their 
present pleo moons only occupied territory and does not 
include the area in question. D..tt t:1e incloaed. ie: evidE'nce 
tl 2 t ~ they do -:-:;t ·,· ish to tn }:-e up work there in the 
event of t!'ltd.r rlen being vccepted. 

Now I feel thr1t t 1·e nBtter is rr:ther serious; ond my 
f'i:rst impulse is to write Syrdel a.nd explain the metter, 
including also e copy of their recomnenARtion.· But it is 
h:1port~ nt the t 1·<e be togeth,"'r on this thing as I k:now we 
\IO'c1ld be if we were t' lkiTh3 :f'oce to ~ce. TheTr;fore I 
ViOl!ld oug.:;est thflt n copy of this ny present letter to 

. . . ;; 
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you be sent to Syrdal, as ·t.t will reveal what has taken 
place. What you Ao brother, naturally is your business, 
but I know that you will want this clarified in some way. 
This incident does not in the-least shake my implicit 
faith in your good will and just lJudgment. You have a 
perfect right to tell a friend (Dr.Syrdal) mnything you 
like and I have no intentions of poking my'/ nose into 
such personal rights. But I am sure that you realize that 
your commentary of the situation can have t.er-reaching ~ 
effects, as our Boards could not at ell consider the 
Celmoaa proposal if it were as y~u fear. I still feel 
exactly the same about it as expressed 1n the brief 
commentary that I permitted myself to Dr.Syrdal,"it is 
significant but not entirely satisfactory". We realize 
that it would be highly unadvisable that they locate 
anywhere in Colombia, even in Antioqie. under the present 
conditions. But after ell,/ our Boards are aware of that 
also, and therefore would hesitate in accepting such a 
proposal if Celmosa decides to stay somewhere in Colqmbia, 
just as they 1Jould not consider a divided field. I am well 
aware that their appeal did not exclude the possibility of 
whet you assumed from your conversation with Andrew, and 
therefore this clarification is not to be lamented,even 
though it also falls far short of the really desirable. It 
would be a lesser evil to have two fields in Colombia well 
separated then to have them adjacent, but still a decided 
evil. 

By the way, reports are that Colombie. is closed as 
tight as a clam against the entrance of Protestant Missiotl
aries. In the event that Celmosa turn completely over to 

the Church we should need the missionaries on the field 
as much as they now neet us ror a while• even if they, would 
not wish to continue with the Bhurch • 
. , I would appreciate if you let me know how you feel on 
this. You are at liberty to send my letter or a copy of it 
together with the inclosed recommendation, directly to Dr. 

· Syrdal, if you so desire. But it we are not Qreed on it 
I should like to know as I then feel that a few words of 

explaination on my part would be· desirable. And I believe 
that Dr.syrdal should by all means have their recommendation. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian love, 



MISSIONS IN COLOMBIA 
Ot'c. J..l) /41./S 

• I I 

The special committee to meet with the Celmosa Mission at its 
Annual Meeting begs to make the following report: 

Two members of the committee, K, R. Jensen and R. A. Syrdal met 
,.,1 th the Celmosa during the afternoon sessions of November 14 and 
15, at their invitation. The special question for discussion at 
these sessions was the matter of future relationships between the 
Celmosa Mission and the two Church Missions, N.L. c.A. and U.E.L.O. 

Your committee was permitted to present the matter from the view
point of the church missions on the afternoon of the 14th. Mr. 
Allen's recommendations (as received by all board members previous
ly) were read as the views of a mission expert in Colombia. The _ 
following resolutions of our joint boards were then read, and 
later presented to them in writing: 

1. That the joint boards of the N.L.C.A. and U.E.L.C. concur with 
the recommendation of our missionaries on the field that there 
be no division of the field, 

2. Whereas mission leaders of many years of experience in Colombia 
strongly advise and urge that the Lutheran work in that country 
should be under one administrative head; and 

Whereas the work of the Lord is furthered more readily in an 
undivided unity of spirit within a mission field and that there 
therefore should be full unity in mission policy, school admini
stration, official representation and program of expansion; and 

Whereas in contacts with the government and other mission 
societies a single responsible .voice will be much more effective
ly heard for the advancemen~ of the Lutheran Church; 

Therefore, we declare it our conviction that the interests of 
the work in Colombia would best be served if one mission took 
over the entire field and assumed full responsibility for it. 

The joint boards further declare their willingness to assume 
such responaibility. 

3. That if the offer of paragraph 2 be not acceptable to Celmosa 
that negotiations be continued on the basis of the compromise 
proposal of our missionaries as accepted by the missionaries 
of both groups on the field • . 

4! The Boards urge that final action on these matters be taken 
at the next meeting of the Celmosa Mission in order that defi
nite and permanent plans may be initiated imnediately for the 
greater welfare of the mission in Colombia~ 

The judgment of our missionaries on the field, and practical diffi
culties of administration were presented as reasons against a 
division of the field. , , . ;,:2_ 
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Cooperation of the Boards and Celmosa on the home field was pre
sented as a proposition deemed workable and therefore agreed to 
by both groupe of missionaries on the field. 

In general discussion it was pointed out: l) that the field in 
Colocbia, if it were to be held tor the Lutheran Church, and tQ 
be developed fully, would require more resources and strength ot 
numbers than could reasonably be expected from Celmosa alone; 
2) that the work would be carried out with full evangelical zeal 
as desired by the Celmoea, if the Church took the field over; 
3) that the Celmosa missionaries would be welcome to remain in the 
mission even if it were taken over by the Church; 4) that they 
might continue in existence as a mission society supporting the 
work in Colombia even it the administration were in the hands of 
the Church, if they desired; 5) that they were all members ot the 
Church so that they would not be losing a mission field, but 
joining with the larger group in carrying out the work under the 
Church to which they belonged. 

During the sessions when your committee was not present, the "com
promise proposal 11 of our missionaries as mentioned in the third 
article of the Board's resolution was discussed but seemed to be 
considered i~racticable. The question was reduced to two possi
bilities - either that the field should be kept entirely for the 
Celmosa, or that it be given entirely over to the Church Boards. 
Dl~ing the afternoon session of the 15th, the "compromise proposal" 
was not considered, and was not put up for a vote. 

The vote was tuken on the afternoon of the fifteenth, after much 
discussion as to voting membership. Your committee suggested that 
three propositions be voted on: 1) That the Colombia Lutheran 
Mission field be offered to the Churches; 2) that the Celmosa 
retain the field and run it alone; 3) that the field be worked 
cooperatively as proposed by the missionaries. This suggestion was 
rejected, and the motion was made to the effect that the Celmosa 
continue us formerly~ with the idea that if this motion passed, 
the other two possibilities would be ruled out. This motion carried 
by a vote of 21 to 5. (Your committee members, being given the 
right to vote, accounted for 2 of the negative votes). . 

Besides your committee, there were only 24 voting members of the 
Celmosa Association present at this annual meeting. The L~theran 
Brethren .group was represented in considerable numbers. There were 
also several of the Lutheran Free Church members present. Not many 
N.L.C.A. or U.E.L.C. people were present at the time of the voting. 
When the complexion of the group was noted, it was felt definitely 
that the vote would go as it did, though we had expected a few more 
negative votes. 

According to the constitution of the Celmosa, only those who have 
applied for membership in the society and have been accepted, have 
the right of ballot. When this was discovered, it was found that 
only one person present was lego.l.ly entitled to vote. It was then 
suggested that t,he mntter 'l:ie delayed for two months till such 
applications could be made, as the Association had no list of 
voting members, However, common practice of the past meetings es
.tablished the princ.1pl·e that all who had enough interest in the 
mission to pray for it nnd to contribute towards ita support should 

.f I I 3 
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be counted as voting members. It was, therefore, agreed that the 
vote would be accepted as legal if the practice of former meetings 
'l;TO.s followed. 

Negotiations with the Celmosa Mission are now officially closed. 
The conmittee, therefore, recommends that the results be made 
known to the Mission Boards of the N.L.C.A. and U.E.L.C., and 
to our missionaries on the Celmosa field in Colombia. It further 
recommends that the missionaries be requested, according to. the 
original agreement of the Boards to proceed immediately to make 
investigations for another suitable mission field for the joint 
Church groups in South America, and that they report their findin~ 
back to the Home Boards as soon as possible. 

Negotiations with Celmosa have delayed us considerably in estab
lishing our own ficldo Therefore, we feel that we should now in 
all haste and with much prayer seek out the proper field for our 
missionary effort in South America. 

November 20, 1945e 

-



Du i tema 1 Boyace. • 
Colombie 1 s. A. 1 
Dec. 5 1 1945 

To the Joint Board of Foreign Missions of the N. L. c. A. and the 
u. E. L. o. : 
Grace and :peFice 1n Christ our 3£\viourl 

Knowing full vtell thet we have not been asked to spet'lk our minds 
age 1n on the queation of e tield in Colombia, we never·tbeless wish 
to be ellowed to express the following obse:rwtions end opinionst 

We ~VQ reoomoended to you thP.t there be no division or a field 
here in Colombie; tbi•t, if possible, the Ghurch should teke over the 
management of the wort, or that n working comrromise be affecto4. 
We made the recommendation for no division of the ~ield on the bAsis 
thet 1 as things stood within the 8eL'UOS& group in regard to respect. 
for the Church and its policies and practices, sueh sa arrangement 
would have been unworkable tending to mAke for only misunderstand

ings, hnrdsh1ps 1 and clisuni{y within the ranks ot Lutheran1sla and 
thl1t such would be disestroua for the progress of the work ot Ohrist 
here in this land. 

We wish again to make clear that we are still of the same opinion 
wherever such a condition as the ebove mentioned might exist. 
However, we also feel t~~t where a spirit of unity exists and Where 
there is evidence, of e wUlingness to eoopernte, such a division 
of field oan work to the glory of Christ. 

s 
'.Mle~fore we wish to make e plea to the Board the.t whould the 
Celmosa org$n1zation wish to reopen negoeintions wlth the Church 
Board, all possible oonsidel"Stion be given to it for the 
following reesons: 

& ) ~ the moment in 'Whieh the Celmose misaioooTies lenrned of 
the decision of their home or~1nization to exolud€ the Church 
there has been a true fear l.".eriifested for the tuture of' the aduls 
under their csre should the Church withdrev,r its forces; there bss 
been apparent a desire 'for the Gh':roh Which ~s lacking before; 
the~ has been an expresion of willingneaz to se~k fur~her into 
th.e Churoh'n principle of liberty of -practice( the doot:ri!ml 
hurdle having been mnde so!"le time BBO) 1 And most important. there 
is, we feel, a reel d~sire on the ~rt of those ~no nave been the 
most opposed to the Cnuroh to go further v.!ith us in seeking a 
co~~n ~sis on which we enn unite to con~t; the forces of the 
devil £1nd to br tng glory to the n~!:'le of Christ. 

b) As an expr~ssion and proof of the nbove ;:.'l.entioned 1"18n1fest
et1ons of chenge the miss1.onerifls of Celm.osa bPve met ~nd 
unanimously agree to ~sk their Bonrd to go to the Church with 
the following resolutions: (those herewith atteohed in the form 
presented to the Oel.mosa Board end with the signAture of the 
field secretary). 

. . ,.,....._ 
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As rE.:gerd.o these resolutions we vJish to mBke the 1'ollowinG comments: 
We roolize that they ere of en emergency nature end that tharef'ore 
their true stability cannot be y_nown at present. We reel that in 
themselves they d.o not go ft·r enough bccnuse their result coul<1 
be e division or the Luthf~ren t"ield 1n Colombia which we have 
opposed very strongly. The additional resnlution passed by the 
Celmose missionaries helps in tbot, should e division come, the 
two fi~lds would not be adjacent. We still feel that such a 
division of field would be UINtorkable if it were not for very 
strflng indications of e changing spir!t as we have 1nd ice ted above 
ins) end b). Therefore, in the light of these evident manifest
ations of e growing good-will, because we reel with Peter that we 
oennot deny the voice of the spirit1_we would urge upon the Joint 
Board of Zoreign Mis!dona to give nu possible consideration to 
the home org~nization of the o~~~-~IDsa should they heed their 
missioneries' plea and approGch the Church ?gain. 

In ma.king the above plea we wish it understood clef1rly that we do not 
went to compromise the Church'P ~~.-ition in eny -way whatsoever. We 
st~nd ~trm on the resolutions and recommendAtions made by ourselves 
in the past, but are willing to seck now guid~noc from the Spirit. 
Though we hflve from ·the beginning recognized the difficulties of 
working in this country es '''ell as on thin particular field we had 
hoped that God would have worked it out 1'or us and were therefore 
deeply ddseppointed when we heerd. the news thnt we were to .lePve 
this field. Therefore, in the light of the above, togethet' with the 
urgency of the task in tlmt Colombi.A aee!!!S to be closed for new 

entrance ana the gree_t need of a field whioh is indeed worthy of 
the high.est efforts of our Church bodies, we, the missionaries, 
wish to express our willingness to go fo~nrd with Chriet in this 
present venture • c1epend ing only on God in thf' t He vdll l:ll!'olte use 
of the ne-.-:ly-opened heartfl nn~ r~rdy \"till to bri.'l.g about, in His 
own t-i."'lte, a wnrk-ing unit of lR.borers in His hervest. 



Dear Rev. Mork, 

1415 Grantham St. 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
Dec. 6, 1945 

Thank you for your letter of Nov. 28. I wrote to the president 
of Celmosa immediately, and have at hand a copy of the action 
taken by the Celmosa missionaries. 

We had planned on having a committee meeting of the committee 
from our church bodies tomorrow, but I have postponed the 
meeting till the 18th. We had originally planned to draft 
definite recommendations for your guidance in preceding to 
find a new field. We hope now, that we might have some action 
of the Celmosa board by that time that we might consider. The 
Celmosa board meets the 13th. 

We will have to proceed carefully. The annual meeting of 
Celmosa turned us down. If there is an offer now, it will 
have to come entirely from them. But, I have been asked to 
meet with them on the 13th, and will at that time assure them 
that we will consider the proposition of their missionaries 
and place it before our joi~t boards. 

I have no official word to pass on to you, but-think that for 
the time being you and the two men from the N.L.C.A. might 
continue with no thought at the present of changing field. 
If that will have to be done later we will heve to meet the 
problem at that time. Pray much that God might guide those 
who will make the final decisian, that all may be to His glory 
and according to His will. We will pray that it will also be 
in His spirit that the decisions are reached. 

I am writint! i~mediatelv to K. R. Jensen so that he mi2'ht 
have the full text of the missionary proposition. He can 
then send it on to Dr. Cadsen. You can expect some more 
official statement as soon after our meeting of the 18th as 
possible. Hope that the spirit among board members and 
missionaries of Celmosa might be unified under the guiding 
hand of God in all things. 

May God grant you a blessed christmas season with much joy 
to you and your dear ones, and with rich blessings to the 
people among whom you minister. 

Sincere greetings, 

-~a. 



The Rev. Arnf'eld 0. Morek 
The Rev. Harold L. Olson 
The Rev. Hans V. 'rhoresen 
Boyaoa, Oolombia 

Dear Friends : 

'· 

425 s. 4th Street, Minneapolis 15, Minn. 
January 4, 1946 

The minutes or the meeU.ng _._. ... the B,pec1al 0oliQII11rtee on ,Lata Ame:ri:oa .· 
December 18th Julve been settl'~}'Gtl _'Via Ul- ma.U. On_ ~eJB.'ber 28th our .Bom'd 
met, and the m1nlrtes ot the 9b11Uti1'ttee were accepted: 

I need not elaborate on the reooJIIIl$1\dat1ons ot the . Co:unai t_tee except to say 
ths,-t the Ge:J.Il()s~ ,J~~ Wi;q. A'Q~ Jteel again 1.1!Jti:+ ~- 1'he- -ma~ter. wW, 
no· doubt, then again eome up·1'~ti.zwssion and -poss1'&-lr:' r·or ac't1on. 
However, in the meSDt1m.e we tee1 that ;you aholll.d 'be pt!Z'Jii~'ted to make a 
tour through South America leaving y&ur :tarailies ill .Oo1amb1a and returning 
to Oolomb1a atter ~he trip. I bave })eeJl asked. to wr11ie a :rather detaUed 
letter suggesting ·the 1t1n-e~. Pl.ease aote ~ha't 1).1s is a suggestion, 
and it' you t e-el. tha1 this 11 tiJlerary 1s -not the best ?&11 are ot course, tree 
to visit other p1aees than those ·mentioned 1n the lett-er. i'bis is only for 
your guidance • · .. 

I suggest that you oQJ.ltaet Ill-,. Ohapllall o'f the Gospel.· Kiss1obaey' Uni.on in Cali. 
Mr. Chapman has been a missionar7 1n Oo~omb1a since 1908. He also mows 
Ecuador well and C'4l1 g1ve ·70U'"a good deal or intoru:t1on both about western 
Colombia and aboul Eouaaor: I have not heard tha't llr. Ohapmsn bas let't 
Colombia or passed &W8J, s~ I ~pres&e }te is still 1n Oal1. 

From Oali you may go -to Q,uito, EC\l&dor. Contact Hr. 1\euben Larsen of the 
Vo1.ee or the Andes Mission. Hr. Larsen is in ebarge ot the station BOJB 
while Mr. Olarenoe Jones is in the States. You will haVe to get your visas 
for Ecuador either in Bogota or 1n 0&11 ·and will have to state that you are 
teachers. which, ot oGUr.se~, all of yo11 haTe bee'.·~ las1 Tear. 

From Q.uito you would. go Via plane or train to_ Gua;yaquil.. where the Christian 
Missionary Allianee has a Foiid11tag work. While in ~JlUIUil you ·ah.ould call 
on Kr. 0. J. Jensen, a wealt}lt"<Dtm.ish geatlean Yho '/is in the drug,tGre 
business. He is al.ao IOZ"ffegian Consul. His postal &!dress 1s Oastlla 487. 
When ;rou call on hill, bring hia greetings trom Kr. Eide here 1n Mirmeapolis. 
I have asked Mr. Zide' s permission to do this. Kr. Bide will himself write 
Xr. Jensen about J'OUZ' coming. · Also oall on Jfr. and Mrs. Arthv Worm-Muller 
in Gua;raquU. Mr. Worm-Mullet' is a brother of the well-known Norwegian 
prof'essor, Mr. J. Worm-Muller. 'fhef will be gld. to see you. You may also 
bring them Mr. Eide 4 s greetings. 

From Guayaquil you would go bj plane to Lima. It' 70U could get vi_sas for 
Peru, it may be worth while for 7ou to spend a week or ~o 1n that country. 
I suggest that in Lilla you contact Mr. John Savage of the South America 
Missionary Union and lfr. J. Ritchie ot the Bilale Society. They can give 
you information about the miasionary situation in Peru. Ask Mr. Savage 
about their mission's plans for Ureo. Uroo is a large farm owned by the 
mission near Ouzco. It the rainy season is over, it might pay you to go 
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by train from Mollendo or Arequipa and visit Cuzco, and ino1dent$lly Urco. 
You would then take ~rain to Pu.no and boat across Lake Ti t1caca to La Paz. 
l1' that trip is too s1;renuous, 70u would tlJ trom LUI& to La Paz. You 
~1 consUlt with Mr. ,Ba:vage as to whether he th1aks 1:t would be worth 
while t& v1si t the Methodist Rural Oettter in Huam.aaeaea eear Rwute&J'.o. 

In La Paz you woUll contact the .Uss1onar1ee ot the World Mi.ssion Prayer 
~eague, the Oanadiaa llapt1st lliss1ea and the Xethod.1at llission. ror the 
World Mission Pra7er League write Hr. Showa.J.ter, Oasil1a 266, La Paz. 
~he leader or the Qaj\adUu1 Bapt1s1i X1as1can is . Xr. BU~er aa! the 
Methodist ceater is :tlle las~t1l1t-.o Aaericano, La Pas,. Dr. Oarl S. lel1. 
director. 'Iou shO:ldf. al.se visit Jtr. Beck at the Pfeiffer Jlemorial 
Hospital 1n the s~'b. Obra.Jes. X woul4 svggest tl'lat 7ou t17 to v1si t 
the stations ot 'the World ltiss1.on h:aJer League, especially the .Guava farm, 

~~: ~!et= ~~~f~tl),bii~4ifls!:Pti:1i"~Ct~;;to:·B~~1!:!' 
work there. 

You woUld then go by train to J'llJiY in nor1Jhern. A.rgentJ.na, and tey,... to v1si t 
Em.bareaoion. Write 1n dvance 1;o Xrs. Berger Johnsen. b'baroacion, B.al ta, 
~entina, and tell her when you expect to be 1n Embaroaoion. Hr. Johnsen 
died last August, $ld J&.s. J'Ghnsen is at present in charge of the unique 
work among the Ind.ians at Eabareaei.on. It will be intierestin~ tor you to 
see this fine piece· of Dli.ssion work among the tribal people. J I also 
suggest tbat you vi.s.it Sal'ta Q.d hcmman and proceed. to Buenos .i.ires. 

e In Buenos Aires you sh.ould ,oontac:t the following: 
The Rev. J. K. A.rDlmster, Simllron 3182 . 
The Rev. Sverre E1lta, Mission Norvega de Kar~n.es, Avenida Ing. Huergo 1267. 
The Rev. Aksel KrelJs, Carlos Cal. TO 21'1. 
The Rev. Oarl.os Gattinoa1 ( lte'thodist), Ri vadavia 4044. 
Also Ward Oollege and tb..e Un.iGJl .SemiPBrf. as well as the Missouri Synod 
Seminary 1n Bu.enos 41res. It would be well it yov. e&u.ld visit southern 
Argentiaa. as veey +1kel7 the stream o'! aew 1mm1graats 1nto Argentiu will 
flow southward tr·om iv.eJtos .\ires. In the state ot B.1o Negra there is a 
large settlement ot Danes. 

F,-om Buenos Air-es JOU take & 'Plane to Porto 4legre, Brazll. Porto Al.egre 
is the center ot ~he large Lutheran work 1n so11thera Brazil. Besides the 
Lutheran centers ill Porto Alegre you should visit the Methodist College. 

Your next stop would l.Je Rio. In that citr I suggest that you contact 
Mr. Rodolfo Anders, Se-cretary ot the Evangelical Union, 12 Aven1da, 
Erasmo Braga. Also Dr. Turner ot the Bible Sooietr, and his predecessor, 
Dr. 'l'ucker. I also sugges1i that 70u Tis it Pastor BOdolpho Hasse of the 
Missouri Synod, an4,_.l?astor S~uel Nystroa at the Swedish Pentecostal 
Mission at Plaza Sao Cristovao. The men mentioned here will be able to 
g1 ve you the la,est intorma:tion about mission work in Bra.zU. Braz,il is, 
no doubt, the largest single tield. 1n South •erica, 'but during the war 
no new m1ss1on.a.ries were allowed, or rather no n.ew Jd.asion vas pe~itted 
to begin work. I have not heard 1t the war regul.ations are still in torce. 
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Iou will probably not get time to visit many educational institutions 
in Brazil, but I guggest that you make it a point to visit the Bennett 
Oollege in Rio and the MacKenzie Oollege at Sao Paulo. 

From Rio you would take the ~:Itl to Trinidad, stopping over night in 
Bel em or Recife. Froit .. !rJ.nidad you may go b)' plane to Oaraoas, and 
then continue b7 bua~~~ey boat to Barranquilla. 

) 

Arter that trip you will have a prettr good idea ot the mission work 
and opportunities in South America. Even it we can i!Sr continue in 
Oolombia it will be of great help to you to have studied the situation 
in the various countries to the South. 

Kay God be ld.th you on tlle .trip.and gui.de J'OU! Kay He bless 70u and 
make you a blessing wherever you go! 

Wishing you and your families a ver7 happy and blessed New Year, I am 

Yours 1n the Jaster's Service, 

JEG:EL 

P.s. For hotels, where you can not stay with missionaries, I suggest 
the following: 

Cali - Alferez Real 
Lima - Maury or Bolivar 
La Paz - Sucre 
Buenos Aires - Phoenix 
Rio - Pax 

3. 



425 s. 4th Street. Minneapolis 15. Minn. 

The Rev. Hans V. Thoresen 
Carrera 14 #39-49 
Bogota, Colombia 

Dear Rev. Thoresen: 

February 1, 1946 

1-iany thanks for letter of January 24th., It vras good to hear from 
you again. I send this letter to Bogota. but I suppose you will 
leave there a.s soon as you can get your visas and_ plane accornmodat ions. 

I shall try to answer the auestions in your letter, but please 
remember that my answers are my personal answers. The Boara_ '!.•rill 
not meet before February 27 - March 1, an-:l_ I can not say in hm•J far 
my answers represent the opinion of the Board. 

1. Hm-r much monev do 1·re now have in the Latin AmericanMission? 
The ba_lance as of yesterd.ay, the end of the fiscal year, is 

$32,605.80. Very likely this mission will continue for another 
bienniuffi ape.rt from the regular buClget. The annual budget will. 
of course, clepend upon the f ielct '1.-Te 1eci:le upon and the program 
you men on the field_ i.rill nresent to the Board. I wish 't-Te ha_o a 
~efinite estimate to nresent to the next Convention. but until we 
:1ecide unon the fielo_- "'e vlill not be able to clecia_e on an annual 
budget. -I can say. hovever, that our peonle willingly respond to 
an appeal from La_ tin America, so '"'hen ~IE' have a c1efini te progr.sm 
to present the money will come. 

2. Types of work. 
The traditional trichotomy has been: evangelistic, educational, 

'!leaic.sl. To this "'e shoulcl aaa_: literature. If our ,,rork is to be 
in the Andean Indians we ought also to add: agricultural and in
dustrial. Mission farms are an e_sset to the ~rork only vrhere there 
is a peon population t..;i th a governing class ,,.;hich tries to nrevent 
or et least 1oes not encourage the develonment of the clowntrod_clen 
along social ana. economic lines. This situation obtains among the 
Andean neonles. Again it must be said that the field you recommend 
and the program you suggest will largely determine how fer the Board 
can go. I may add - though it is he.rdly necessary - that all the 
work must have the evangelistic emphasis. Schools, hospitals, 
literature, farms are only justifieQ as pa~t of our work in so far 
as they are definitely agencies of evangelization. Missions schools 
are justifie~ only in so far as they answer one or all of the follow
ing purnoses: 1) To provide schooling for children of Christian 
(evangelical) parents~ 2) To prepare workers (pastors, evangelists, 
etc.) in the Church; 3) To reach chilclren of non-Christian parents 
with the Word of God; 4) To disseminate Christian truth in general 
end to manifest Christian living as an example to the community. 
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3. Number of Workers. 
Again we must first have your recommendation as to field ana. 

program. The Joint Board has three men and tw·o single i•Tomen 
(teachers) "rho would be ready to leave for the field. on short 
notice. If our field is to be in a country where American doctors 
are permitted to practice. we "muld have a doctor and. probably tr,ro 
nurses ready to go out. As a Joint Board we should be able to send 
even more on short notice. However, we must aim from the very 
start to have an indigenous church and to train an indigenous 
ministry. 

Well, the above answers may not be very satisfactory. but it is 
the best I can do at present. 

The financial items in your letter have been taken care of. 
Thank you for statement. which is very goocL 

May Goo_ be "\'Ii th you ano. protect you on the trip and shm-r you His 
will~ I mav state that the situation has change':l in Argentina ana_ 
Brazil with~the termination of the war. It may now be uossible 
to begin new -yrork in those countries, at least the -r:ar can no 
longer be given as an excuse to keep new missione!'ies out. 

With coro_ial greetings and best 'l...rishes to yourself an:1_ family. I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

JEG:EL 
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The West Coast of America Telegraph Company Limited 
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TELEGRAM A 

VZ6/LS 15/NAL 7 M I NNEAPOL I SHM INN 16 18 0852. 

LC MORGK OLSON THORESEN CASILLA 266 LAPAZ 

CELMOSA DECIDED CONTINUE COLOMBIA WILL CONSIDER 

D 11'1 DING FIELD o 

GRONLI. 

Emp. Y bora ---------------CME/MOL/1-44-5-PM-. =------ ---
N. B.- La Empress. no se responsal>iliza por equiYoeaciones, demoras o faltas de entrega. (Ley Internacional). 
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425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOUS 15, MINNESOTA 'I TELEPHONEs MAIN 6583 'I CABLE ADDRESSs MADAKINA 

REV. J. A. AASGAARD, D.D., Th. D. 
Cludrmlln Minneapolis, Minnesota 

REV.K.B.VAALER 
Colton, South Dakota 

REV. L. M. STAVIG, D.D. 
'l{ecording Secretary 625 W. 26th Str«t 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

REV. E. M. HEGGE, D.D • 
.Assistant Recording 419 Greenfield 
Secretary · Oak Park, Illinois 

REV. J. E. H. AKRE Clarkfield, Minnesota 

REV. J. R. LAVIK, D.D. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 

REV. C. M. HANSON 114 N. 8th Street 
Estherville, Iowa 

+ 
REV. J. E. GRONLI, D.D. 

,Mission Secretary 

REV. H. 0. SHURSON, D.D., LL.D. 
'I rea;urer of the Churcll 

The Rev. Arnfeld Mork 
Rev. Harold Olson 
Rev. Hans Thanesen 
c/o The Rev. John Armbruster 
Simbron 3182 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Dear Friends: 

March 29, 1946 
(Dictated March 25, 1946) 

Thank you for your letter from Quito, Lima and Areguipa. 
It was good to hear from you and I hope that you had a good trip so 
far. 

The Celmosa Home Board had its meeting as scheduled. The out
come was a vote_to decide to cont~ue as at present, although, 
they suggested that the field might be divided. I cabled ac
cordingly to LaPaz. As you have formerly recommended that a 
division of the field be not considered, we will not do any
thing about this until we have your recommendation as a result 
of your presenttrip. I need not comment upon the de~ision. 
I have written Mrs. Olson and Mrs. Thoresen at Bogota giving 
them this information. I also sent them the checks for-April. 

In Buenos Aires you will find much that is interesting to see 
and many people who will be alilie to advise you as far as Ar
gentina is concerned. May God be with you on the rest of the 
trip1 Please remember me to friends in Buenns Aires. I 
hope soon to have a let.ter from you from LaPaz. 

With cordial greetings, I am 

Very sincerely yours. 

JEG:sej 
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425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOUS 15, MINNESOTA 'f TELEPHONEs MAIN 6583 'f CABLE ADDRESSt MADAICINA 

REV. J. A. AASGAARD, D.D., Th. D. 
Chairm11n Minneapolis, Minnesota 

REV.K.B.VAALER 
Vice-Chairman Colton, South Dakota 

REV. L. M. STAVIG, D.D. 
'l{eeording Secretary 625 W. 26th Street 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
April 10, 1946 

REV. E. M. HEGGE, D.D • 
.AssistantRecording 419Grecnfidd Dear Harold and Hans: 
Secretary Oak Park, Illinois 

REV. J. E. H. AKRE Clarkfield, Minnesota 

REV. J. R. LAVIK, D.D. 
Saskatoon, Sask. 

REV. C. M. HANSON Il4 N. 8th Street 
Estherville, Iowa 

+ 
REV. J. E. GRONLI, D.D. 

.Mission Secretary 

REV. H. 0. SHURSON, D.D., LL.D. 
'I reasurer of Ike Cnurc!J 

lle are following you men with our prayers and hoping that 
God will point out His will for you. I am so anxious to 
have you get a complete picture of the situation in South 
America. I know that this trip is doing you a world of 
good and will strengthen your view of the Lord's program 
in Latin America. Just heard through John Carlson that 
you men had been at La Paz. I am writing to you in Buenos 
Aires because I know you should be there soon. 

No new developments have appeared in regard to the situation in Colombia. We 
are waiting for your report be for~_ going ahead vli th plans for the future. 
Would you men suggest that Rev. Sfrdahl or Rev. Stavig make a special trip 
down to Colombia and meet with you and the folks there before definite plans 
are made? That has been going through my mind for some time •. If you men 
request it I believe it will go through. Or would you prefer to come up to 
the States and tell us what you think should be done. Be frank to express 
yourself in every way. This week we placed an article in the Herald telling 
about the negotiations with Celmosa from the beginning and printed the motion 
made by the Celmosa missionaries when they unanimously decided to turn the 
field over to our church. ':le also put in the votes taken last fall a.nd this 
:'ebruary . 

. Our people are intensely interested in you men. I am printing Hans's article 
sent from Lima. Shall use short extracts from some of your letters so our 
people can follow you with their thoughts and prayers. My heart is often 
heavy when I think of how the work in South America is delayed. We constantly 
meet young people who want to go to South America but we have to tell them 
to wait. Rev. Mendenhall has accepted the call to South America, Miss Joyce 
Bergh has also accepted. We have two or three others whom we are holding off 
until we can know your plans. These missionaries should be leaving for the 
language school this fall. When does the school open at Medellin so we can 
lay plans for them? Time goes by and ,.re sit when God 1 s kingdom requires 
haste. 

Have been investigating a wonderful printing press and equipment used by the 
Army when they landed on the various islands. Within hours.they were able 
to print papers by the thousands for their soldiers in the language of the 
country. This equipment costs only about $20,000 and we could use it anywhere 
in South America. As I visualize the work in South America I can see a 
printing press pouring forth Christian literature, a Bible School, an ex
perimental farm, a radio station or time bought from some radio station, 
a girls;! school, a boys' school, and later a seminary. I can see 15 or 20 
evangelistic workers going from village to village with the word of life. 

~All this is ours if we _can just catch the vision and go forth and I know that 
W' you men have the vision. Let us pray that God '~:..rill put us on fire and give 
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us no peace until we are willing to go the \vhole way for Him. To me the 
days are short and the only generation we are going to meet is the one we 
are living with now. 

Please greet the missionaries on Armbruster Dudde and the pastors of the 
church in Argentina. They are willing tb help you men make plans if God 
is pointing you toward that part of South America. i'lish I knew where you 
will be in Brazil and I would write you there. 

The trees are budding, the grass is green, and the farmers are working out 
in their fields. Spring is everywhere, although we had a frost this morning. 
But there are many strikes going on and considerable unrest. 

Lots cf greetings to both of you and Arnfeld. We do not forget you. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Q,..,...,a., .. , ' 
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D~ar Hans. Harold and lrnfeld • • 

Greetings to you all! 

Ooouy -
fiprit 

Thursday;\ 11-1S46 

we were happy te receive your letter o~ card from 

Bolivia. It to~k 11 day~ before it arrived here. I will naint 

the Illiman~ and will have it as a mamor;r. I e.ent think I will 

see any of the otheT' Republics south or us. 

~ About the field in Boyac a it was voted in the Spring 

~.i~. C.onre,.ence that part should be given to the (;hurch. As you all 

! f _ know the te!"itory is tremendeous. You will have from kcaramanga 

/ f to Begot'-. all the way on the rail road. We will be mostly working 

""'th~ nlains. 
,_ 

Now about us out here working all it is not possible. 

w~ hq,~e not h.e>ard when A1vida comqs back. It •ould be just Ella 

and Ge~hard in the Institude. So far we think bbere ~11 be some 

15 Students from both groups presant. 

Olger will soon leave for f'urleugh. We have non~ in Tun 1a. 

I hewe asked tor rele~se fro~ the spring or 194~ to see ou~ aick 

eh11d and also to take a trip While there is peace to Norway. Then 

th1e field -will be epen. '~'he,-, we have nono-on the Casanere plains. 

w~ sent Juan Montoya to watch the Soata station for this month 

of April. From April and on we dont knew who will go there. 

We 11\(-e to keep it nnt11 you folks come back and to our Annual ir-

the first part of August. 

We will be waiting to find o,~t from you fol'k!! A.nd to 

h~al" about ynur plans. Then we w~11 hav~ to let go on some a~d 

thPn work accordingly' It you folks w1thdrww from Celomb1a. 
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DoJo~e~ is staying w1th us fo~ a few days. She came u~ 

with us When we had a commitc~e meet1ngs in S~ati. Sh~ C9me 

un very pale. Now she ts getting aJong f'1ne. She w11J bA gn1ng • 
after Easter to Sogemoso to meet h~~ brohter • and thAn ~h~ ~,, 

enter the study. 

We are goi'l:; t! reugh da.,. .. of f'eqr in this Republic. "'hey have 

not come to te~ms yet as who Is gotrg to be the only Candidate 

for the Liberal party. It s~ams like the Conse~vative wiJ 1 win. 

it would be ter~ible then. 11\'e dont kno"' the out com~ ~~t. 

The f1 ftt 'dll be the final of Me.~. We then will know if h0~e 1 ~ 

go1n1to be ~evolution o~ not. 

looks good fo,-. q 

crop in the near f'utu.re. 

',Ve R!'e now near~ng tho East,er Vactat1on. Then we w11J have 

lots of v~s1ters. We w111 have au~ meeting in Ca~~sa1 on Palm 

S•mdsv. Then we fllan to sT'fnd Easteyo d-.:" in Santa An~. ThA tAacher 

is go1nqto Tun~a on Satu~day f"o~ to visit he~ T"eople. She is d61ng 

fine work. Tne eh11 dren 11 ke her so m uc h. The y come here at 

seven in the morning to not come Jate for the clasPs at eAght. 

We have a pepny group,of ch1tlren. !5 here. 1~ 1n 8a~1RaJ. 

J5 1n Santa Ana.We hope to ha-e teaehe~s next yea~. If not 

ther~ •.-oulci no~ be llnY hope of a good sahool.The people in 

Ssnt g Ana. dont think mll.C~ of Pausanj as becAnse he dont ter-;ch 

Mo~t close for '*-hjs t;ime with gre?ting to ~ron aJJ 

" ;yg •dlJ be seing you in Ma~. 
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Duitam.a, Boyacti, 
April 12, 1946, 

Dear Hans, Arntfeld, and Harold, { <YV'- t-o u ;- c.{. So . ,4 t-1-1 1 ) 

The grace end :peace of God be yours through Christ Jesus our Risen Lord and 
Savior. 

As Easter is almost here I wish to take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
blessed Easter in Jesus name. May the significance ~ the first Eaater again 
ring with its fulness in our hearts as we lll9ditate upon the Season's message. 

Thank you, Hans and Arnt for your letters. Glad to hear that you were all well, 
which is an important factor, especially while travelling. We are happy yo be 
able to report that we too are all well, which we have heard f'rom them at the 
other stations thht they are also. And your families too according to O].ger who 
has just been in to Bogot~ a trip. He was here last night • 

You asked for our opinion about things as they are today, in relation to the 
or as to the relation of our Mission and the Church in view of the propoShl 
from ot1r Board. I hardly know what to say, Ql' should I say anything? I think 
you know what my view has been in that both before I saw any possibilitj' of 
expansion and division as well as after seeing that possibility. I have felt 
and looked at it that I see not why we cannot work side by side here if we all 
have as first and foremose the very essentiil motive for mission work, namely 
the salvation at souls (not that we can save them, but that we became useable 
and useful instruments in the Lord's hands to bring the gospel to them that the 
Holy Spirit may work through it). 

I believe that here is both work and place, for both a m4ssion like ours as fl 
well as thet of the church bodtes. And I think that the one needs the other. 
If our Bespective Boards get together on itwe can out here too, and even more 
easily here as we will see the great need mare clearly and would strive for 
the achievement of winning souls regardless of which of the groups we are 
working under. The NLC is m;y church, I wish to have a part in its program of 
advancement of Christ's cause. There are, I frankly admit, s0111e things which 
some advocate and favor which I together with others do not. But these things 
should not cause that 119 ffr#t could not work together with others if we have; 
as mentioned before, sal vat ion of souls at heart. 

Having that as our purpose I would say Let us pithh in together. Here is so 
nmch to do that it can keep you three couples and us three couple who are hee 
and Elizabeth and any others that can come out to help either of us busy to 

the ent.h degree. We will or can arrange the territory satisfactory I see, and 
then we will help each other in every way possible. If you cannot find what 
you are liboking for on the trip and see this as the country you should locate 
in then I say Come and God bless you. I do not know what more I should write 
on this matter • 

We did have a blessed time on the trip to the Plains and while out there. Weh 
had the opportunity to testify to many all along the way. We spent nearly two 
months all together. We had a good supply of' Bible, Testaments and other boo11 
along, but our supply ran out a long way before we were through. We were sory 
not to have enough along. The people were wondering when I would come out 

• ~ , .::L-
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there again. I promiaed to come in July. Now the rest here think that it 
would be too much for me, so I proposed that Andrew go if he would be 
in position to do so. Hence it was so decided as he informed that he could go 
and will likely go in June and stay out into July. 

We went out to La Chapa, Arnt knows where it is, and to 'rrinidad and visited 
the different places in between. Juanito wasalong and enjoyed it greatly. He 
said that while on that trip he had an experience of sensing the responsibil
ity of helping to bring the gospel to his near fellow-country men, yes those 
of his own territory. It surely was inspiring to see the hungry eager souls 
listtining as we spoke. Most of them seemed to drink in all we said. They are 
in great need of our prayer and need someone to be there too, to work 
steadily,either a nacional or missionary (foreign). 

As to the girl you mentioned Arnt, who wants to come to study, we have her 
application and I talked to her fai:her seeing he wrote me about her. I made 
arrangements to take care of her before receiving your letter, hence she 
is cared for, and is coming. 

In closin# Helene and the girls join me in sending you our hearty greetings 
and wishes for a Blessed Easter and trip. 
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-Dear Hans, 

1415 Grantham St. 
St. Paul 8, Minn • 
April 18, 1846 

Thank you for the letter just received from Jujuy. It took a long time 
on the way, but I hope that this letter will reach you, before you enter 
Brazil. 

I shall enter right into your questions, but I am frank in saying that 
I cannot give you a dependable picture, because there are too many 
unknown aspects of it. I might mention some of the baffling things 
first. At the first meeting where the vote went so heavily against us 
some of the students of the Lutheran Brethren school at Fergus Falls 
had been doing electioneering. They had come down to vote against having 
the field given to the Churches, and had gone around rounding up votes 
against us in the Twin Cities. We will not stoop to those tactics, and 
if the vote continues to be given on a free basis to those who come and 
not on a representative basis, the vote will swing with the particular 
group that is there. Another unpredictable quantity. is the vote of some 
within our own Church. Gisselquist voted in favor of giving the field to 
our Churches at the first meeting, but both worked and voted against it 
in the second meeting. There is no doubt in my mind that some of the 
"anti-Church11 element is interested in Celmosa, but how strong they are 
I do not know. I have tried to get a figure as to per-centage of support 
for the mission by synods, but cannot get the figures. The treasurer 
admits that the heaviest support comes .from NLCA. While meeting with 
their executive committee, the treasurer being present, I guessed that 
the NLCA gave about 65% to 75% of the support. He did not challenge 
that guess, but seemed to indicate that I might be right. But, how many 
of those would be in favor of giving up Celmosa as a venture and the 
field to us, I have no way of computing. 

They did vote at their last meeting to divide the field with the churches. 
However, I got the motion changed so that such an offer could be presented 
for consideration if the missionaries could present a workable plan of 
division. The thing that I am afraic of is that if we divide, the feeling 
of divided policy and 11 spirit 11 might be aggravated as long as we are there 
especially if we gradually get the ascencancy in numbers so that they will 
feel crowded out. I am afraid that that minority, martyr complex will be 
fed instead of removed. At the same time tt will ~ive them a new lease on 
life, and you can be sure, however much they are an opposition movement, 
they will capitalize on the fact that the Churhes are there and use that 
as a lever in gathering funds. They asked why we could not work with therr 
or side by side with them as we do with the Lutheran Brethren in China. 
My reply was that in China we do it on the basis of mutual respect, each 
group recognizing the other as a brother synod. In this case, I called 
attention to the many implications of mistrust that had been hurled agains 
the Church, saying that it would be impossible to work together if they 
would constantly have to warn their students attending our institutions 
and their members against the evils of the Church policies. If that spir1 
would change, then of course it would be possible to work side by side • 

This spirit is not true of all in Celmosa, however. Benj. Ostrem, Phil. 
Hanson and other leaders whoare of our Church are in favor of giving 
the field to the churches, and worked for that move. The entire Canada 
District is in favor of the Churches. I believe that the majority of 
financial supporters of the mission are in favor of turning the field ove: 

. . . "')., 



but that does not mean much unless they are present at the meetings to 
vote. Of course, the Canada ristrict should have had more than four 
votes at the last meeting, but that was all the individuals present. 
If delegation vote had been taken, I am sure that the vote would have 
been in our favor. 

The above paragraphs will give you a picture of the spirit and workings 
of Celmosa. Burgess sent a copy of my report submitted to the Church 
to you in care of Armbruster. I sent a copy of that report to Jensen, 
and I imagine that he will use at least parts of the report in the Danish 
periodicals. Now about possibilities for the future. 

There is still a possibility that the field may be given to the churches. 
The men from Canada are working strongly for that. They have been in 
correspondence with the missionaries on the field since the last Celmosa 
meeting, and there are at least some there that are strongly in sympathy 
with their feeling on the matter. I have the impression that Larson is 
one that is definitely opposed, but that Quanrud is in favor. I am not 
sure of the attitude of theothers when it comes to actual decisions. 
The only question is, what can the men of Canada do? 

Officially the matter is now closed. We can do nothingmore. We have to 
act on the supposition that the field will not be ours, unless some more 
clear signs are forthcoming that would change our predictions. There is 
the possibility of a divided field, but that is not definite. The Boards 
at home (of our Churches) are not in favor of division. Unless a very 
feasible plan can be worked out that will have the O.K. of you men and 
the Celmosa missionaries I know it will not be considered. Even then, I 
think there would be doubts as XNR to the advisability of such action, It on the part of our boards. 

1 Unless some radical changes occur, I think that the supporting element of 
i/ Celmosa will increasingly be the Lutheran Brethren, together with some 

elements or factions of the other synods. The men from Canada have 
indicated that there is a possibility that they might withdraw from 
Celmosa. When we get our own field in s. A. support from our Churches 
will largely be swung from Celmosa to our own field. The contributions 
of the UELC have fallen off almost to nil already. The leaders of the 
Lutheran Brethren are very much concerned, because they do not want to 
have this mission. Rev. Sletta of Fergus Falls confided in me that the 
actions of the students did not have their annroval. He admitted that 
I already knew, that the Lutheran Brethren have more of a mission load 
now than they can properly support, and that they cannot take on more. 
Sletta voted and spoke in favor of giving the field to the churches • 

{largely on this basis, I think) at the last meeting, though he had worked 
and voted to keep Celmosa as it was at the first meeting. If L. B. is 
largely left with Celmosa, and factions of other synods, it will mean 
that the spirit will be theirs. It will also mean that the amount of 
support they can raise will be on a starvation level. The missionaries, 
if they are to increase their staff, will be hard pressed, but the worst 
feature will be that the field will not be covered, and a spiritual 
starvation will result. That is what hurts me so much! 

I will admit that I cannot know what the future will bring. I have been 
wondering if the best plan for you men is not to seek a field without 

~any consideration of Colombia. Having weighed all possibilities of 
~a new field, make your recommendations. However, at the same time leave 

the door open so that we can return to Colombla if some sudden change 
should take place that would make it available--if you still think that 
Colombia is the best field. I am in touch with Benj. Ostrem, and will 
get any definite news from the field as soon as it comes. I will oass it 
on to you immediately, if you will keep me infonned as to addresse~. , , , 3 



Might I also ask for some impressions from you men? You will most likely 
/be unable to make a report to the Board before its next meeting in May • 

• 

! 
1 However, I would like to know your impressions of the Bol~via field of 

the Luth. mission as compared to N. Argentina. Carlson was over to see 
me recently. He said that he thought Argentina a great field, but spoke 
about whether it would wise for us to start a field of our own there now 
with the possible political disturbances that he felt sure were coming. 
He felt sure that entrance could be made throu~h Bolivia if we wanted to 
get in, but raised the question mentioned. He~has the idea that perhaps 
the churches should work with the already existing fields. I think that 
he has in mind the large school formerly run by the Methodists in La Paz:. 

y-He says that there is a likelihood that his mission can buy this school 
for a nominal price, and says further that he is planning on going ahead 
on the deal. He also plans on full-time radio work, and the farm with 
the many activities centered there. He did not say so definitely, but 
hinted that the churches may run the school and enter specialized types 
of work. There are some questions in my mind. A man should not be put in 

//specialized work, especially teaching, till he has had some experience among 
t ~be p~ople, or else his teaching may be too much divorced from life. We 
~also, therefore, have some work of our own on the field. Another 
question is whether it is to be under the mission-already there, as to 
organization and principle. Another thought is in reference to the nature 
of the school. It has been filled with Catholic students with little 
evangelical impact. The wiser approach is to begin in a small way with 
students that will accept our chief contribution, and that in turn may be 
influenced and trained as Lutheran teachers and preachers, if they are 
otherwise qualified. The reason I would like an opinion is that I have 
a hunch that this question may come up before the Board. Of course there 
in another aspect--if we as a Church group run the school and medical 

~ program, literature, etc., it will be a tremendous boost for Carlson's 
mission. It will also put the stamp of approval on that mission before 
the church people so that he will find it easier to raise funds. If that 
course would be the wisest, of course we would have to risk that, but 
there are many ramifications. One big question in mi:" mind is, 11 Has his 

. work in Bolivia been oversold to our people at home?' Does he have the 
/field and the successful activities that he implies? Then the other 

question is, "Is Bolivia the country in which we should sink- our money 
and efforts to make a real evangelical impact in S. A.?" 

We should have a field that is accessible, one that is open enough so that 
we can work ourselves in with our messa~e, one that is centrally and 
strategically enough located so that our influence can be felt more than 
locally. Paul's principle was to hit the centers from which would naturally 
radiate the impact ~ade in the center. s. A. will never be evan~elized by 
N. American missionaries. We must have a field from which it will be easy 
to train and send out native workers--when we ~et that far. Such a center 
will also be good for the dissemination of literature ana a base for medical 
work that can reach out to the smaller towns and rural areas reached by the 
center. 

If you can give an opinion on my questions, even though they may not be 
final, I would like one by air-mail so it will be sure to reach me before 
the meeting of the mission boards. 

We are praying daily for your guidance. May the Lord lead you in all 
that you undertake, and mold your thinking so that the final result may 
be to His eternal glory. 

Greetings to you all. 
Sincerely, 

~a~ 
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Pastor Arnfeld c. Mork 
% American Embassy 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Dear Pastor Mork, 

1415 Grantham St. 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
May 2, 1946 

I received letters from Hans and you today. I wish to thank you both. 
I was particularly glad to receive your letter with details that you 
mentioned. It will be of benefit to us at t,his time if any special 
petitions for help eome from the Bolivia Mission before our next 
board meeting. I do not know if anything will come, but some hints 
from Carlson inqlcated that he would be happy if we would take over 
the institution~ Paz. Your information bas strengthened my general 
impressions. I doubt very much that the most good could be accomplished 
at this time by sinking all our resources of money and man-power into 
an institution. Our principle has usually been that we run schools 
for the Christians to develop them, but that it takes at least three
fourths or two-thirds Christians in a school to give it the Christian 
atmosphere that is necessary for building a Christian nucleus of the 
Church at a school. This may be slightly diffef'ent in s. America, but 
I would want to be sure that we were doing more than transplanting a 
Protestant culture into a Catholic seed-bed, before a big venture like 
that were entered • 

I agree with you heartily that your recommendations remain open till 
you have completed your tour and returned to Colombia. Your report 
will be considered in that light. · 

I was at Moorhead, Minn. on Wed., Apr. 24, speaking at a pastoral 
conference. While there I received a rather excited phone call from 
Rev. Benjamin Ostrem from Rothsay. He asked if the ChurcSswould still 
be willing to take over the Colombia field if it were offered them. I 
told him that I was sure that it would be considered, that we were 
waiting for a report from our missionaries on tour, but that informal 
indications from them would indicate that they, too, would be very 
willing to consider such a possibility. MJ stat-ements to him will not 
in any way compromise any recommendations JOU make, but leaves the door 
open if the field is again offered to us. The reasons he made this call 
to me were several. 1) Pressure of certain individuals and groups that 
feel Celmosa made a mistake in not giving the field to the Churches. 
The Canadian group is strong in this attitude. 2) Petitions by at least 
one of the student groups in the schools conducted last year in Colombia 
that you be returned to the field. I have later learned that there was 
an indication that they may not return if their petitions are unheeded. 
(This information is private for you three men, as it is not for 
publication.) 3) The seeming certain possibility of the Celmosa mission 
losing both Soata and Tunja. 

What this appeal will mean I have no way or judging. The groups that 
have blocked the transfer of the field to the Churches may be prepared 
to lose these sections, sacrificing them for the purpose of having their 
own independent organization. However, on the strength of my reply, 
Rev. Ostrem is calling a meeting of the Celmosa Board a couple of days 
before the meeting of our Mission Boards in May. The Board will not 
have authority to cancel the decision of the general meeting of Celmosa, 
but might give some indication as tb the way the wind is blowing. In 

,,, .:t.. 
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that way, and to that extent, we can take their decisions into account. 

The possibility of the loss of the two centers mentioned will soon be 
common knowledge, as it is announced in Celmosa Clarion, now in the mail 
If that is correctly interpreted by the Celmosa supporters, it may chang 
the general opinion of the voting members of the mission. 

A letter from Rev. Vinje, a member of the can44ian Board of Celmosa, 
to missionaries in Colombia states that it is his opinion that the 
field should be given over to the Churches, and that Celmosa continue 
as an organization to support the work financially and by prayer as 
conducted on the Colombia field by our Churches. It seems to me that 
this is the best solution of the future of Celmosa, if the field is 
given to us, but so far this plan has not met with a very popular 
reception. However, if this plan is pushed from within Celmosa itself, 
I think it ·may finally be accepted. It may not live long under such 
an arrangement, but it would be a good stop-gap, leaving the future 
open for further developments. 

I am sure that if an agreement is reached, that the Church will have 
to offer to take over all the Celmosa missionaries. I have the word 
of the two boards that they would be willing to do so, and have given 
that promise to Celmosa. There may be a little period of readjustment 
from both sides under such conditions, but if they are met in the 
Spirit of Christ, I am sure they will not cause undue difficulty. 

I mention these things so that you may be as fully informed as possible 
as to the movements and feelings of the organizations and individuals 
at home. There is much of the unknown quantity that we have ·no way 
of measuring--not least, the voters that come to the meetings of 
Celmosa. Things may still rest at an impasse as far as Celmosa is 
concerned, which will leave us out of the picture. We have still not 
received any plan of division of the field from either the missionaries 
or the Celmosa Board. 

I am happy that you men are now on your trip. It will help to reveal 
the conditions of Celmosa as it is in reality without your help on the 
field. I am sure that you are also learning a great deal on this trip 
that will be of great benefit to the work of the Lord wherever-He call£ 
you to settle down. May God continue to be with you with His-protecti< 
and guidance throughout your tour. our prayers are with you daily. 

Sincere greetings to you all, 
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Harold L. Olson 
Hans V. Thoresen 

Avenida Caracas #39-49 
Bogota, Colombia 

Dear Friends: 

May 21. 1946 

Enclosed please find copy of minutes of Board 
meeting February 2? - March 1. 

I do not think these minutes need any comments. 
The items. marked 2 and 3 under Varia app1~. _· to all our fields, but 
they are a little premature as far as Latin America is concerned. 
~vhen we get our own fielo. and can furnish the houses the Mission will 
assume the cost of the basic furniture. 

Our Boards met again May 14th, and I can give you the main points of 
that meeting. The Celmosa Board met here in Minneapolis the same day 
as we met, and they said they wanted to confer with us.The whole after
noon of the 14th practically was taken up with this conference. The 
Celmosa Board offered the follmving proposal: 

11 The Board of Directors of the Colombia Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission of South America. Inc., in regular meeting assembled 
May 14, 1946, hereby offers to theN. L. C. A. and U. E. L. C. 
the larger south portion of our field in Colombia, subject to 
the approval of our workers on the field. Unanimously passed. 

J. 0. Gisselquist, Secretary." 

This resolution l·ras d.iscussec1 to some length after v.rhich the Celmosa 
BG.ard. withdrew to hold a separate meeting. 

The Joint Board then adopted the following resolution to be presented 
to the Celmosa Board: 

"Voted: Be it resolved that because of practical difficulties 
we do not deem the suggested division of. the field of Colombia, 
as of the suggestion made May 14. 1946, feasible. We renew our 
offer as churches to take over the field and the present mis
sionary staff on the field, if they so desire. We suggest further, 
that Celmosa continue as a supporting agency of the work in 
Colombia as conducted on the field by the churches. On the 
strength of this offer we 't-Till instruct our missionaries that 
they return to the field to continue their work there until the 
Celmosa Association can be called for consideration of this offer, 
provided that the Celmosa Board '\-Till recommend such action for 
the approval of its Association." 
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Morek, Olson. Thoresen--2 

The Celmosa Board after discussing this pro
posal at last adopted the following resolution: 

"In view of the fact that the churches, for 
practical reasons, have rejected our offer made 
to the churches that 'll're divide the field, and in 
view of the precarious condition of our field in 
Colombia, we as a Board ask the Association of 
the Celmosa to kindly vote on the offer made by 
the churches at the next annual meeting. 11 

There is where the matter now rests. I understand the annual meeting 
of Celmosa will be in September. 

~~ere does this leave you? Unless you offer a definite proposal to 
start a new field I internret the.resolution of the Joint Board to 
mean that you "return to the field (Celmosa field) and continue the 
work there 11 • You notice that our resolution gives the proviso that 
the Celmosa Board recommend our proposal to their Association for 
approval. The Celmosa Board does not make any recommendation but 
simply refers the matter to their annual meeting. I think, however. 
that this technicality does not alter the gist of our proposal, so I 
advise that you continue on the Celmosa field until final action has 
been taken, unless, as stated, you have a definite recommendation as 
to a ne1-r field. 

Thank you for letters en route. We were deeply grieved by the message 
that Mrs. Morek had passed a'ftray. Sb!&s ways often seem so different 
from our ways, but we know that His ways are the best. May God grant 
us grace to "see light in His light", and to find comfort and strength 
in the knowledge that He is near even in the darkest moments of our 
lives. 

May God richly bless you all! Cordial greetings, 

Yours in the Master's Service, 

JEG:EL 
Encl. 
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To. the joint Boards of the N.L.C.A • 
end the U.E.L.C. 

Grace end Peace in Christ Jesus 

Bogo~, Colombia 
June 5, 1945 

Upon prayerful consideration of whet we have learned from 
our survey trip of South America as well as of whet we understand to 
be the present state of relations with the Celmosa Board, we do not 
find ourselves prepared at the moment to give e. complete report nor 
final recommendations, due to the fBct'that the action already c 
taken (by our Boards, May 14, 1945) throws us into some perplexity 
and leaves the situation rather closed or unapproachable until the 
action of Oelm.osa in September be known. Secondary to this factor 
is the uncertainty of what might be the effect of our conservative 
government upon evangelical missions, at least in the immediate future. 
This may be more certainly known by August when the new government 
takes office. 

This, however, we are ready to say. Even though it may be 
difficult to say that the need for an evangelical witness is greater 
in one country than in another (because the need expresses itself 
in so many different aspects} we are convinced end agreed that the 
type of need which we as a church ere best suited to meet and where 
we can make our most effective contribution exists to the greatest 
degree in Colombia • 

Therefore, we are ready, without hesitation to recom~end 
c~lombia as our first choice of a field. But whether we would at all 
consid~r another field depends largely upon the action taken by 

Celmosa in September or upon the finding of a workable basis for co+ 
operation of the two missions on the: field if such be the case. 
We feel that an attempt at a geographical division of the field 
would, under present conditions be only a technicality and a way out 
of the difficulty. The actual or practical working of the field 
would demand that missionaries of both groups be movable, wherever 
the work required it, without respect to ~ territorial division. 
We also feel that our friends in Celmose both at ~home end in Colombia. 
ere coming to see and will clearly see sooner or later that the King-

dom of God can be best furthered here under the administration of 
the church, even if we should start on. the basis of a technical 
division. This we say also in accord with ,our proposals of December 
5, 1945. Of course, the only really desirable solution is that 
of one field under the care of the churches. The problem then is 
the bringing about of this or in other words the reel winning of that 

element (especially at home) which is afraid of us. There may be 
good reason to hope that this can to some degree be reali7ed even by 
September and that Celmosa will vote positively on the proposal 
which is before them at their annual meeting. But should they a third 
time refuse the offer of the church, it would result in a· certain 
negative psychology which would be harmful ta ell concerned. If 
there is a possibility of that happening in September would it not 
have been better to have met them pert way, in hopes of gaining their 
confidence over a perioo of time, or to have deferred any action 
until final recommendations relative to the survey trin could be 
considered? we·are perplexed es to whether the gap would be so 
w~dely opened again, in the event of a negative vote in September 
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that it would be wiser to seek another field or accept the "ta.ce
losing" and difficulty which would then be envolved in a divided field 
in Colombia. We would hope that enough true desire for the real good 
of the work exists in Celmosa circles to prevent them from capitaliz• 
ing on our preference for Colombia and again throw their weight in favor 
of division, confident that we would stay in Colombia regardless. 

We would greatly appreciate any light on developments at 
home in this respect. There are undoubtedly reasons for the definite 
action taken on May 14th which we have no way of evaluating. We shell 
in the meantime be considering end working on a detailed and til181 
report which will be ready for your August meeting but wish that this 
could have been don~ in conjunction with our Boards or with representa.f. 
tives of the same. 

1t will not be possible nor advisable for us to go back to 
Celmosa field in the meantime and continue where we lett ott but we 
shall be at their service in anyway that we can help them, without filling 
a place which later might have to be left vacant. Considerable hardship 
was caused by our leaving the field in January after a year's work. 
But u:9on their invitation we shall be glad to serve in any temporary 
capacity. 

Upon our own experiences and those o.f other missionaries 
we wish t.o -~ke a few suggestions to the candidates who will soon 
be working on ·their papers for entrancei~ 

1. Avoid absolutely the use of the word "missionary" in apply• 
ing for passport and visa of the same. Use teacher, professor 
(if it can be truthfully done) or pester, clergyman, theologian, 
etc. 

2. That the right attitude to the foreign consulat~ be always 
maintained, reme!!lberine that it is a privilege to be a visitor 
to the respective country. 

3. That if at all possible the visa of the passport be secured 
direct-ly from sbme Colombian consul without special permit 
from Bogota" 

4. That if this permit is demanded by all consulates end refused 
by Bogo~, that the candidates study in Mexico, as that would 
be less expensive than coming to Colombie on a tourist visa 
and not be able later to secure resident vise. (We are inclined 
to believe that even if Colombia should be closed to the entrance 
of new missionaries for a four year term of this conservative 
govennment, that would not be sufficient reason for not 
beginning work here at this time) 

5. That Dr. Clyde Taylor, washington, D.c., former missionary to 
Colomb is, who now represents several missions before the U.s. 
government, is glad to be of any possible help in problems 
which might arise. He also has contacts through which equip• 
ment for missionaries can be secured at great discounts. I shall 
secure his address • 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~~~ 
Com~ittee Secretary. 
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• To the Joint Boards of the UELC end the ELO: 

• 
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GrNc:tine;s in Chri.st :resusl 

We would like to present the_ following brie'f report of our trip in 
South America and the reeo:-n:nenda.tions that s:rter prayer:t'ul consi<leT"Rtion 
we hs ve prepared for your a:p:proval: 

Ecus<Jor 
Conte eta made: 

In Quito, the ce:pitol, we observed the greet W?rk of the 
red io stet ion HClB, now broadcasting the Goopel in 14 languBges with 
e.oo Gospel programs a month. 'He spe11t much time ·with Rev. Reuben 
Larsen, :rormerly jungle missior.af\ry an~ now co-director of the stAtion. 
We ch~nced to meet there Mr. Marroquin, onT Niend from Mexico, sec
retary of the !m. Bible Soc. f:'ith h.b we observed thf' v.-ork o:t" e 
Bible colt'orteur sellir:g lJibles on ~uite•s streets. We elso tBlkf"'d 
'\'rith Rev. savage forJ::erly missi.onttry 1~-0olombia, :now hf!ad o1' the 
str!tion's music. end with the r.:~:o'ffats, m~_ss1onaries 1".o head-huntinR: 
saw1ges, now master ~1ne mr,tr~n of the Ghrist. ian Miss. All ~ance'e 
school for mission~ries• children in Quito. ThF- sch"ol, se'!"ving 
T:.lissionaries of Ct")lo-1bia, Ecuedor ~nd Pe:r.lt we elso visited. 

In GuElye qu il, eent~r o'f ~ea ~€'roe • vr~ met the ReE'd 
brothers, sons of' vnn of the three fiTst misRiOM"!'ies to Ecuador, 
now ownf:rs o~ an office equip~ent end print :lng bu~dness ttat nr5.nts 
3/4 of Ecuf"q:J.or' s textbooks. We e lso t-alked with !!.r. Eostrrn"!, nev<' -
hePd o:r the c. MisE. f~ll. Bible School and with Miss Sheph~!'d veterr·n 
m.is~ lo!'l sec:retcry. Vie E te~1dec their J.nrge church FnC he~:'-rd of' the 

success of their open air meetings, 5 -:)!1 P Sund.1?'y, toot :n::rovkesf 50;6 
ilJl; the church' s :ncm.bersh :tp. %he ~'t):r'!!! !'!!,!'!! e:rs .,. nd }.KJ'. J"e nsen, No,..
wel,;isn Conm.1l, were :O:'lso contncted .• 

Observations: 
1. Only tv1o prcnrinc~s LTI Peu?ti.or a:re unoocn1pied• Boliv~r, pop. 

110, 2f,?C• P:rr-s 3.215 sq. miles, Oafi:=n·. PO!'• 125.109, 2,6'/'7 
nq. mil{'::;,. 

2. ~:t'lle rcd.io h~ E o·t~ent:<l .r1R n,! vi.llAges to t.~~e C'rOspel, b11t needs 
fl miss ionrr~r foJ.lovr-ur. ~ 

3. R0bert Reed im:rres~e•1 us with th~ co:ttr:Umtion Lutherans oen 
n::<Jkc witt fl W01'ghip serv'tce. 

4. ThE're ~re e:)out 30 Nor>veg't~ns on the island of Gelapegos, 
400milee from tte coAst thPt mtee minifitrat.ion. 

5. T~1c Reeds arc: c1'1ing n ~~e~t wort tr~rnlif<h their youth cr .. r.aps 
2t tbe rnuth ')f thP Gueyas River. 

Peru 
Contacts 

In I.imn we v1.s:ted .trte Penteeost61 Inst. anu work, £end 
observed the F.:!eth()iJ lst end 'Peruvian Churches et open air meetings end 
f)ervic(;s. We hna n J.nn,s conferf'nce wtth nr. R:i.tchie. :Peru's oldest 
missionr::ry end 13iblP- Soc. secretAry. now :retiring. Fortunbtely we were 
Ahle to ;:;ttend a luncheon conference of the missionaries of Lir~ v.ith 

Dr. No:rtl1 of New Y',rk. Sec. llf the Am. Bil)le Soo iety • the guent s~eBker 
In Areq_ulp."' VH~ he-'l seVP~!Ol conferences with l!r. Hawlc:v· of· t:ce 

lf.v'"' no:. t'n ton nf S. Ar1. t o bservf'c -:he lr ..:0rk !' net t r:e i.r eVfl n~e 1 iea 1 ci.r, f 
R~h·"'~l ~:r r:o~~ ~~0 stunents. 

., 
I I I w/ 
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No. 2 
Conclusions (Peru) 

1. 1•ne coun1;ry is nominally occupied excr:;;t for t.'i'lo provinces th· 
are jungle 8nd settled by Ind. inns. 

2. The eYBn.gelicel work is con~rolled by ~n evangeltoal oounctl 
th~·t denls with tll€: goverm-,ent. The lf'tter has restricted t!le numhe;r 
of m.isR ionaries to e ceru. in quotP- so that no oJH' oA n come in unless 
one goes out so thot no group can coBe in at any onE> time. 

3. In our contacts with tl'_fml we se'lHed thr: t the Evang. Council, 
in contrast to the other oount~ics, is united dnctrinelly (Baptistic) 
and therefore !t would be h<:'rd to vm1'1: wi.th the!!~. 

4. h~. Ritchie snp~ested one ~~ssible openins for new w~rk: thst 
of providing specialized wor~ers R~or;,; nn~veT~it'7 stunents or to 

train Sunday 3chool ·r:orkers. 
5. He did say ~hat the Lutherem~ could contributE': one thing, so 

lflclcins 1n Eveng:,. oh.u,-ches i~ I.r,tin lTt~<ri~, a ~€'nse "lf" worship. 

Contflcts: 
Th.e Yfr~rld Hission Pr?,ye::r r~eBgue, wor~ in lRi Pnz. Ooebft Fsn:!.. 
La C~inioo Am.erictHlfi • Dr. ~ nd Mrs. Reck. 
The Bsptist .work, Dr. !=:D_ly.er Fnd :rnrm on !r-ke Tt-tic~oli. 
Amer.ican Institute, Dr. P.nd '·~rfl. Rell. 
Friends Church. L_oq Pnz, Rev. ChP.p!718n, the :1r >·rork on Le ke 

'ritieeea. the senlin:1ry in L!'> POz, work in Sorata. 

Obsc:rvattons: 
I. if'"he Cf>Untr-:'" is nm:dnBlly o0cupied in so fnr fis the work 

rre:oe:1t in th~ country is pJp ced in such a vrey F s not to leave en:," 
single field wh,ich A new gro11p consisting o:f n muuber of missiow:r- ier; 
could tFke ovRr Y'tthout stA'"'ring or: tJ:.e toe? o:'' othe:r~ 2.1ready prE;ser 

2. Eolii.rif' Ilr'B mor Nisr~~on:'7·r:_cs 11~r oA·:-itr- T.11an Ftny other wtin 
#l:·;t:_··"" ica!l co~r!lt.ry ~ tnou:;h t}-;n necrl i :'l ttnt yet ~et,. 

3. hr:y '.'J'JT}: in Bol~:.rjp ':'0uL1 ':lf r: necefls-:it¥ )P elmost. pure Ind iar: 
w0r1.:, often in 'tcH(') L'1C'i1"!1 l~ngue-:sc-3 es well ~s :i.n Spnnish. T"nis mear 

t11f"t the wcJ:l: is Vf"ry :>r1~tt,tve Ar..d c!.~c~ not provJ.de a VAried progrt;l. 
4. Mlss ion 'ff:l~~ arf' " grmdnr-: met- ns of V!0T' · tn Bol ivi~ and for 

Bol "tvi<' s~rv~ qu:i"t.e WE'll, d~::en<'l in,g t0 ~Ot'le ext.e!lt. on lend And 
nP Mge~ent .. 

e) ~e ori~in?l cf"lst is tre,.,endous. 
b) It wnrkn we11 o~ly i!l (> country such 2s Bolivia 

wh tc t~ !"I!' s ~ serf no-vulA t~ ion. 
5. The:ne i:o in P.~lb.rir- P g"'~t !1eed far F ljteretv.re progra:rr. 
6. Th<'' 'V')r~.<'l f~isf1ion Pr-eyeT' LE'C!~l!e! 

a) The :mJ.s::c io~r'ies wer~ very f'r ~~13vdly ani'. .seemed tn :.)e 
v~ry rrmch oYle w-ttn the Chtmch. 

b} We, howPver, cRu .. ~ht tl;eir .f:i.eld f-'t a very lov: ebb l~. 
so :f?r as many of' t.he:tr experienced niseionariee5 we:re in the hom€ 1r>ri; 
thry·ue~. tho sf! pres~n.t seel"!ed 1:o be carrying on ErvE:n <'l bov<:: their nor:::!sl 
cn:pe etty and training. 

c) Due to so~e f'!xtent t.0 t1w f',1JOVe, it sccr.J.S thr:· t th:i.s 
niss5.on ha~r been over-rated in tlw home land 11s to t1K &rJOu.rtt of' v·":o'i:r 
that ts be:tnR done p,nr1 th~t c~n be r~one by t:w:::l. f:ov;evsr, .,.,·.:.thm.:.t (;x
oeut:ton the misfdOn find its personel seem to enjoy 0 ,PO~ition ·'lf hi1'h 
estee~ 8~0ng othf'!r missions in Tk)liv1B. 

d) They are des:perf, tely i!1. need of tr~: in-ec ·:.-'1r1:€':::-s tr, cr:: 
-pe sto:r~ l and ea ucr_, t lonnl work. 

ei It an]JeRJ'~ c.z tlvY.·"'·;l t~-J.(V ~ .. ::•v'; sln::'"'dv tc'~~r::·n :n. ~11 
t·h~t they cAn nen<l.le ;;:ith thr" str·ti.ons f-Ind tbt- ft.rm Pnd the nee-d fr,r 
for an eaucP- t tonfll nro.crrflrr. to ::2v noth 'inr.~ of 1:' l~ns for e lR:rce sch j 1 - t.:.:.)L W - .._ 
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such P s the American Institute and a red io st.atjon. 
e') There are great possibilities in v.rhr;t they hsve ond 

a substential mtssion can be mad.e of it, if they will keep t;hc::i.r feet 
on the ground. 

g) There is need und R srr,all :possibility of worki.."l.g vr1th 
them on their fi~ld and supplying the educational ttnd l1_tere.ry progrem. 

7. The .J\.!ne::ricFtn InstitutJe presents a clwllenge but it woulG. be 
somewhflt, of' P. one sided dream for our cr_urch. 

a) It has served greatly • through its graduates in 
public offj_ce, to make Bol:'i:vie liberel t1nd 'the most eesily ente:r:·€d 
cmu1try in Latin A.":llerice for mim;lortarias today. 

- b} Its· present influence for the Ga>spel could be 
truly greet unde:z: a definite ev-angelic&l o~:nership and. rrogram. 

c} To buy, the oJ:•iginal cost would be about $130,000 
··Nith en upkeep yeHrly of between $20?000 fln-3. $30. 000. 

· 8. Medical work is possible in Bolivie but even here only 
outside o:f the cities. It appeers t'hat eve:J. this need will begin to 
be met by the nat Lon:;:ls tr.emselves in the not too fer future. 

Argentine 
By :rail from I,.-::t Pa z. ArgE'nt1nP we ar:.'5_vect 1.n J"ujuy, t.he 

morn in~ o1' April ? , where v-:e attended the 1.1orning enG. eve1:..ing serv-ices 
of the Pl yr.aouth Brethre'.J. whose v~ork in !Toc"t,hern Argent ~f\ "~·e 1P te:r 
discussed. in detP..il with Rev. Gersrd the pastor. In the city of' Salta 
we also observed t,hci:r work end profited by Rev. Tremlett's ac\vice. 

R')wever, the ::;Dr:t untque singlf-7 r·iece of mi~.'~ton -work observe·~: 
W88 'th~t of the Johnsons in 'F!m.barcacion. By the powe!' of C':rud L1.G.izns 
of two once ene::ny tribes now live harn.oniously and ethically tof;~ther 
in F. cle<":n. end ne:::::t canp, E'ustaining the'1lsr"lves by v:or'-:lng ln the 
vlllage Pnd v~u"!inity a.s '.lfell 83 :from rrticle~ of hendW·'>r1:: ~1ar1e hy the 
'l.'ro.t"'en. Jl'l"om 300 to fiOO neet regulF:rly in the miRs ion c~1speJ. t;:-; he""r hhe 
W0rC'. of 1lod. Tbev 1rnov! Spe nish of which. the-; are ;:.raul, f n:1 :f'o:r ''>"h i.c11 
the government holds the mission in hiHh esteem. Since Johnson's death 
a young :rtAn. one of the early converts, is in chRrge of the cavrp, still 
under the supeTvision of Mrs • .Toh"J.son. ~.-;:x. ::1nd. Mrs. L.'U:l'bc'!'t, Jl...r.:erican 
~ission~ries, ·With seenin~ly no definite ~octrinel ~r orgenic ef~ilations 
w:it,n Eny grou:p, f1re 1H3l:!)ing Mrs. Johnson in t'h.e work. But it '·:oula see-Tt 
more fortun"''te thet ~3ay the Svm;l.d ish PentecostBls could. ~f'::-!'y on the 
wor 1.-: in the vta;.r thr-ct it !lr>s been stcrted. It is a nucleus ::-Jf' i:ork 
which presents e chf,llenge to any mission. The poss!.bilities of the 
e\"?ngelizatlon of thOR'€' tw~ tribes,(To'ba end !letAco}, throu;;h R thor
OUf;h tra.in-int.: o:l evangelists fron a~;:one; theBe Christien !ndiRns is 
tremendous. Even n')W so:>1e o:f t.her:1 Go ou+. to their 0~:\1!1 pefo:ple fls 
evangelists. The worl:: could be CPrried on 'by 'J Luthe:-an nis9ion·, in 
spit~ of some serious ;1r'll:>lemH esrec ifllly in respect to doetr:tne. 

In Tucu.cl'!n -v.re vi.;1 ited Rev. FrE:er:.an, a Souther:u BB.:r::tist, who 
encouregc(:. us to begin w:n.·1-: in Northern Ar;:,e"ltine, sr-"yin~ th"'t there 
wes great opport1mity end need i.n ell of the bigger centE>rs, "lrd thE>t 
in Tucuman were 30 nity bl·'>Cks un~ouchec1 where a church is gre?tly 
needed. (We have notec with interest th8t the Bfl-ptistR oove w:i.th 
suoct'7ss reversed the tred1tiona1 policy "get yot.1.T people ~nd then 
build your church" to "bu il(~ ~ro11r chlJ.rch ,., r..rl y-,u wilJ_ e;et. yl">u:r peoiJle". 
Tlle re:: son :Lor this llcs in the p~ycholo~y of the !l:lt in people· VJ":!o or
dinerily cannot concejvf' of W0'SShipping elsewhere than in fl chn-rch 
bulildiug). Here we ah'o met Profe~sor ;?P.l?VBCl!'lo, of thf' TTniversjty 
of Tuc~n who gr;;ve us :tnterBstin~ ltcht on the hi.story of the 
northern region. and on -t,he p:rpsent pol ~.:tiC"11 situftt·1.o!' .• 

I.n 11uenos A i'T'~H we et:tended Gooi! Fr:tdey r- nf Eester services 
1n sever~:,l churches inclncltng the UI..C, the ~rorweglf'n, Danish, SV-:e0 t~h 
and the Je-• ... -is'" Mlf'~~ :':'":.. '::;he :"'o11oY;r~_ne; person!':l vre:rc contPcted: Rev. 

i, 1 ~ 
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Ambrnnter or ttt: ute, Anderson or the N'lr. seeael:t•R ttlsPie!'t ~bs 
of 'the ~a~.oh1 &ete of' the SWed5sh. Odell or the Aurora Pub. Itouse 1 
Dr. Stot:!kw~ll o:" tJ1e U'n1on Sem.im:ry, Rev. Poole or the ~eth. Churoh1 
Rev. SonnPv~ltlt of the l)Utc~ Tieforr:ed. the Uiseouri Syl'lOd lll&llt especially 
ln'. 'Lehenb:nter of t.he ca:tnr.ry ~ne the secretaries of both 11lble Soc. 
'l'he ohuxones end school~ o'f the vcricus den~tions w~rf> obuerve<'. 
tie "'lttended 'the &nn:::e.l cnnt'cre:.1oe nt 'Rose,.io c'f tne 're>de~tion !>'f r.:vcng .. 
Ch:u:r.ohr-.s of }d.o de lt;; rUitf, (inolunh!fl Argent~. {l~tJ~y, Bnt1 Pftre~y} 
with Dr. Y~o of Cl:d.-.T. c s &'..test Bj."'en ker • rms.~ gtt !.net\ ins ieht 1nto t be 
work L"l thf;t region. Fron tl~ Bi.ble S<='e. ~ecretnr!f"n wr: cot the !nf~r
t-!lf:•.tlon on the southern }>rov:i.ncf:S of' Argentine .-nd the!"P~n-re fe1t thPt a 
tr i;p tlc-ougll those r.erts was nnt neeesssry. 

Observt~ t ions: 
·· ' · !~ Op'jiortunites in Uorth and South or Argentin~ s~.-,..~t 'de!lsnds 
u:pon the settletil(;l:.''t o1' these arees. This is especielly true o"! tbe 
So·u-thtrl'1l }irt.>Vincas. Rio Negro• Ohubut. Sa.nta C1JI'\1Z tU!d ?terre del Fuego, 
whiah. genenlly s;'~ld.Jlg aro bleak and very s~ly :vopuletf!d sheep
grazing lands. An irrigation pr1ject may change the picture to some 
extent. In the north the1•e is increasing d11"ficulty o~ :rncrten work 
due to the auoorent cl~ im of' the R~Jltlln cnu:roh • 

. z. Ru..;al work is SO!'lBWMt dii~fieult in l:lan)' ra:rt8 dL~ t-o the 
"hF.l.ciends'' set-up of' Al':'b"entins. Most is c!ty v~rk r-nd ell the lf'!rge!" 

Cllntel'S nre nomimlly occupied by one or more groups. 
z. '!'here iB no territor:L~l d ivia:i.on :'4'7lrtg mise ~J')!~'l t!nd some of 

..,._,. -t:-o,::. ~~~~·c~ C"'..,...,.l~·t~~~~ .... y-, ~ • ..-1!i:'t•~ n:e. c+ hr.~'l;> vJ.· ·-<••-_. ..,;.,_.,..~-!I~ '--'S~.I.J: ~- ..,to.,IV--'l:OJ~ ~ .. _,;,;; _. l':,J..,_ c::.- -.S.Vl·•._ • 

.;... TI·4.~!"Y !~tiasion s<.:h.ools E-re nnt as neef"'tftlf•ry fiR i:rt ,.,the!' 
<.:<:.!'untries nor ar0 thC!Y as gnoo :s !llis,-:tion ~P1'~Je.oh. . 

o. ·,•.;e beli~Vf' tl,t-tt the evnngelionl 1'rn-ees- in f.,"!"J!Ont.t~ Pl"e in 
a r-osit-ioll to cx-pc~x~ tt¥ met·d .. the L"lerewdnf\ de~nas. 1for P.XSmp!e tlle 
Lut.h~rt. n \\'Ork is <H1 the th.rf:3ilold of g-ze~ t cx:':ft nsion... Th~ m.o nn'W ha ~~

its own tj€'Jli!IDry ~>l~ tliH 1:0:0. Synou l(; 'l"fn:;"'dlV chf;ng1n# f:t' t.M USP. 0~ 
SJ?!.lnis.h in its St;~int~:.-y e>tl~ churches cnrf will thlis -t~ro on P- nore. 
\.!c-:.'-'l!l !tc taissiorl~~y SS)ttet. In ;19!1(:!'Rl thP. eve!l!).f!l ie~ 1 nhttrCl": ~t' 
,~trgent ~ and its li!>J?~~ershi:;l c.;-n en~~.:·~-;r-e qultc elosel! l'tJt.~ th~t. of tt:!~ 
u. s. "-• b! !lOSt eepf'ots f'XC~r~•"t ill mr:ii~'!'"!.OOl stre~Mh. 

Contfvts: 
-~~~~ I -- t:~ ~ '"t 

1 OJ'to .tL.:..0t:',l't 
!i11-iSOtu•i 3yncx'L ~·Jol"k, two clmrehen r>.~ sem~nt<ry 
J3("rtu1t col1~f:;;e 
1;!Eth,,Zi.!t-1t •.lt~Lnol:~ fo:- '\xl;.~~, nr:d gi:r.1s 
?ent~~stal tab6rnaole 

~,r; o ?F Ulo 

.Rio 

7~resb'"j"t€}"'ifln !.nst. !01' i:f3"1 \I'")~\': in,~ Clr'SS ':')~ 3"='"'!U'!1t~ people t 
locsted in ~r~t: C>JU-.fltl"7. 

~ .... y,..,.,..,..a..,. t'lr "t ~ ..,_.-r.; • 
.tU"' .,._'\..U4.\4...<~V V··w:...•~ .... _\.c-~c 

ltrs. !:".S.lly (\',-~_f.; :-:'t t~!€ d.l.reet')1~ of P:reflb. vis?ion} 
!):r. Ellis, sec. of Clll'ist-1f;n Edue .. in ttce7·U (Meth.) 

n::.:pt :tat Chrtrc~1 
~hnd:st n 

J>t-!ntec.ostAil Tt'b;,•mei.r> 
lt ts ;:;t\tlr 1 'L• 1 t 1H?< 1 on n 
l.tr· .. f.n-l."i{n·s. Si..i<). of t.r!t- r:ve ng. t!ni()ll. 
Dr., 'fur;lt:!', Au. BH,le s...,<:. 
nr. '.i.'ucke:r, B:::"". n I! 

.11cnnet Co~.}-e::;E-!, :::or gb.ln 
Union c:r~tt'r!ll~ :::·. Ro'> l"':"~·~h tns. 
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ObPervr,~ 5.ons: 
---r.Tf.i'ne~~e f:lre t!o tc:Y''l.'it,(l!'lr] {: ·~::I~t'1nr~ r"r'm..,"':::: t:Je nts~'l:lns And 
therE:fore no single field is e'\'~ :tlnble to n fl(·v: gr,up. 

2. Brazil is outstanc i.'l:-;; f:Jr t.~· f!"l')\"/th n1" its nat J.onsJ. church 
in the lo~~t; few yf~~rs. Todr;y it i:! sl:!.vf- rmd on f~re. 

3. fihe country 4_r; n.:>re oJ~ ~.r:·~''' ')eCu"Ie<~ by mis:> irms e1:1nr: the 
po;)ttJ.r. tnd eoazt. 

~. The int.ertor ·":re~ents DOSf\ ·~bil !.ties wh:lch ~re not too in
vi tin.:; f: ·· yet duE: to ho~l t.h r<.'~·sons E;l<'t .. ,}le sc;.rcity of populntion. 

!:3. 'i'here :'Ls co>y~ re::~s0.n 't..., bE-l iev(' trv'·t, r-.s the }:lOpulntion 
moves i.tlJ..~;uxi, the nctivc chW:'('\h will f:)llow it nnd Vl'Uite well fill 
the need wi't!J. t1w :prcser:.t nis!:': on fnrce •~ lref~ciy r,t work - this wlll he 
much likE' '1-Jhnt took r:lt;cc in thG ~::f:-st~·mrd rlloVeGent in the stetes. 

6. There is en ev~nr~el1c~JJ. c0nsciousn.ess among the peo1:~1e in 
g~nc~"? l found no Y!here eJ.se in T..r1t i.n .t..il;e>rioo. There is an estimated 
ewncnlical rtlepborshi:J ::1f u')nle 1,0",0,'100 wniie in the lnst nr::.1,ionel 
certus so::ne 4,000,000 £V:JVt: t:-lf:mselVf'r: r,~ nc'ing 0f the evn:1::;elica1 feith. 

7. There f\1'€: no· -e stirr:i· r:·s ;:·lt}dn ti:r Cnthol ic Ch~1rch which 
m,.qy hr·Vf' ~o::te !'r·vorf·blc results fn:r t:'l() fi;turc. 

s. J,ll. schoolB il". nrnz il must bs h.e>11iled by a mlt.ive d trectcr. 
9. Th(;::r·f'> :!.s r- lorge G!!-!"rlP.:t f'leTTicnt in t.!1e soutr1 w:\ich ol•iginc"l1ly 

vms o:f' the Ge::-:~t>~!l :r:v•"nc~e1icA1 Oh:;rc}; "b~,t w!2ich 11::}\. cell~~ ~tself Lu-t.h. 
due to th~ .. irl".·ssure- oi' lrK n':u~ge (1\:r"'.n~: the '.tf~~. This @',roup :i.s v. ithou.t 
..... ;--:,, ~,,~~ ~n .... -.-L- b1.1 ... r.;~ .• ·.,t ,.,..,.+t. E·'l' 1,..., oH~"'"d -f·I·--.-~·. ~·n,.,t 1'e-· -.. -ou--· of' their .1-A._..__ •. ...__.!,._..,~~-J.&.'{.."-t tt ....... t.<.)'l \\....;._, .... ~,., ~~V\..<..-.t~4.,. <0!..'--.k~ ...... ..; ~; ..... l Q.l.._ ~- #•-1 

own nn t lena l her i u~ gc. 
10. 'flhe -lnngtm.gc -.mule~ requ:L~c r: ch.::::·:;;e-over f:r.:-)Ll ·the I::resent 

th::)t(·:~~1t r .tH:·: 1.~2~~ L':!ir~~,~ (,:[ 0\1!~ :1i..:J;·! ~ion. e-. r·::5 · .... -o"J.J.d L(:ttrt r:~ c :::,t-r--i in r::.t:tJunt ()f 

l"<-·F:i~'T'ior~ ·Pr,.., •. ,, t) ... , ;.,;~ .... r.,-..;,., ''-"f··,,;cc•c .,.-~,~, 1• 0 ,., 5 "l'"t' "q O''"' -r."+1,n-,.·.-:·n 
t..l-., _._v v...-.. ..,,.,.,. ..t' . ._.,;•, ~·~~~~~- ....... -.~ .. ~"''L .J 4...._._....,_ ...;._ '-"'.L..,_ "· __ _, _ _. ...._:~' u tV.A-t. ~.,. ....... ........__ L~·-··~""' ..,_ .... _ 

b::rct~:'I'e~ ·:til Col<r~lJ 'ir nr~c; B·;l ivie. 
11. rr~ Bra":"il the ~-';re.-,tt'T ;:e~'(.~t:ni~ .yf t.i1e ot::stnblish;;vl •;!.()r1·- (_':1 

n ,... ..... .! V"} J "'n 1' .. 1' ' .. ... . ·1- 4.. • • .. r Pf"'\.~. ~ ni (' ~-~ ,_,, "-~' ,,_.~,.; iPHCS (': lJH'Ll.OEf·J..S ··.!l:ll e t..r.l.C: ;_•2lSS~OllfH':t.eB :.1 f !'lwuW,.(j; ..i..u..l..c:,;.s..; 
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AIR MAIL 

+ Dear Friends: 
REV. J. E. GRONLI, D.O. 

JJissioc Secretary 

REV. H. 0. SHURSON, D.O., LL.D. 
'lreasurer of the Church 

Enclosed please find copies of Minutes of Board 
Meetings of May 13-14, June 15th and 21st. 

No doubt you won~er why letters from here are be
coming rather scarce. You will see from the enclose~ copies 
the main reason for the delay in writing. I hai hoped to 
have something definite to tell you, but it appears we still 
must wait for some time before a definite decision with regar~ 
to a field in South America will be ~ade. The next meeting 
of the Celmosa organization will be in Septembet• You already 
know that there Will be a recommendation presentrto that 
meeting that the field in Colombia be given over to the Church. 

In the meantime this new situation 1n Bolivia has fieveloped.. 
I cannot write in details about this matter until final ac
tion has been taken and I would ask you kinaly to keep the 
information of these Minutes confidential until the matter 
has been definitely settlea. 

The Methodist Church is offering us their whole fiela in 
Bolivia but their price is consiQerably higher than the figure 
we offered as per enclose~ Minutes. The matter will be before 
our Boara for definite action August 25-28. We are trying to 
have a special meeting of the Boar~ next week to consider the 
proposal from the Methodists, but as both Dr. Aasgaard and Dr. 
Carlsen are in Europe, we will probably not be able to take 
final action before the meeting in August. 

Next week we have the Recreational Conference for our mission
aries and Board members at Medicine Lake. We hope and pray 
that we may have a blessed week together. 

With kind greetings to you all, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

jeg:h 
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The Rev. Arnfeld C. Morek 
Duitama, Boyaca 
Colombia, South America 

Dear Rev. Morek: 

July 25. 1946 

Many thanks for letter of the 18th which arrived 
this morning and for Report which is well written. 

Before this letter reaches you, you will know from 
copies of minutes sent you about the most recent development with regard 
to work in Latin America. I asked that this information be confidential 
as far as our own missionaries are concerned. We can not publish it here 
until definite action has been taken. The next regular meeting of our 
Board is August 26-28, although we have to have an emergency meeting next 
week during the Recreational Conference at Medicine Lake. 

I think you can easily understand that this whole situation makes it quite 
difficul~ not knowing what to do when arranging for new missionaries to 
go out. As you know, the Rev. R. K. Malde and family and Miss Joyce Bergh 
are about ready to leave. The Rev. Theo. Mendenhall and family will not 
be ready until the end of the year. I wrote Miss Bergh some time ago and 
asked her to get her passport and, if possible, visa for Colombia so that 
she could get to the Language School at Medellin the first part of August. 
I have not heard yet whether or not she has received her passport and visa. 

When this new development with regard to Bolivia was brought to us in June 
it seemed wiser to have our missionaries go to Mexico City until the 
question of field had been definitely decided. The main reasons for this 
are: 
1) No passport is needed for Mexico. and it usually takes about five weeks 
to get a passport from Washington after the application has been sent in. 

2) It may be possible now to get passport in Mexico City and this may be 
easier than to get it from Washington. It may also be easier to obtain 
visa in Mexico for Colombia, if that is to be our permanent field. 

3) It would be rather difficult to send a family to Medellin on a transit 
visa with the possibility of their having to leave the country after six 
months or so. That is also in accordance W1 th advice in your former letter. 

4) The situation in Mexico at present seems to be peaceful, and our mission
aries should be able to spend a year profitably there studying Spanish. 
At least during that year some definite action will have to be taken with 
regard to a field so that we will know where they will go. 

Please remember me to coworkers in Colombia. With cordial greetings and 
and best wishes, T am 

Very sincerely yours 
' 

JEG:EL ~ 



Rev. H. L. Olson 
Duitama, Boyaca 
Colombia, s. A. 

Dear Rev. Olson, 

1415 Grantham St. 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
Aug. 8, 1946 

I am writing you as secretary of your group, that you might be 
fully informed as to what is transpiring on the home front. I 
would also like to have your frank opinion as a group concerning 
the propositions that lie before us. 

I have not written for some time, as things got to the official 
stage when I felt it best that correspondence be left to the 
mission office. However, as new things are developing I have 
suggested to the Mission Board that I will be writing to you. 

First I would like to answer a question that was brought to the 
Board after our last meeting with Celmosa. It was then a question 
as to whether we should take over the entire field, or if we should 
subdivide the field. They offered to divide the field, drawing a 
line east and west, as you have most likely been informed. There 
are reasons why this division was not accepted. One was that you 
a·a individuals had expressed at several times previously that a 
division would not be a satisfactory solution of the problem. In 
this reasoning the Board concurred. Two different Lutheran groups 
with differen'b·~ concepts lying next to each other might not work 
out well for the church as a whole. You know the various reasons 
for this, and the difficulties. Then on the home front things are 
not easy in such an arrangement, either As far as I see there are 
only two possible results that would 4~rom such an arrangement. 
!)Either Celmosa would be floating onlth~-fact that the Churches are 
with them and wouid get a new lease on life in such a way that money 
would flow into their coffers and men flow out to toe field in numbers 
till the problems there would be multiplied. 2) They would die out 
in a few years, and during all those years and in the succeeding years 
as they bitterly mourn the death of Celmosa they would blame the 
Churches for coming in in a friendly way and proving false and 
swallowing them up. It so happens that there are two strong elements 
in Celmosa that are rather donimating. a} Lutheran Brethren and b) 
an anti-church element in the various churches that stand ready to 
blame the church at all times. Both these groups are hard to deal 
with. A clean cut is better than a long drawn-out death that will 
bring ill-will. In spite of their offer, we do not feel that it will 
be possible to work with Celmosa. Severe indictments were made vs. 
the churches at the last meeting of the Celmosa Association on the 
score of our mission policy. · 

The Celmosa Board is at present in favor--by large majority-- of 
turning the entire field over to the churches~if we can depend on 
private statements. They had promised to call a meeting of the 
Association for the last week in August, but other Board members 
objected so the meeting will be held the first week in September. 
IBaluigussrather umanfyoartu8 nate~ ashourtbardsimeet 1ointly the last week 

• l I o me~n t at here s som~ reac~ion so that 



the turning of the field over to us is not as certain as it seemed 
when last I met with a majority of the k~~x Celmosa board at their 
request. We have had the difficulty before--that men who speak 
privately in favor of turning the field over, speak otherwise and 
vote otherwise when it counts--in public. At the time when the 
Celmosa representatives met with our joint boards all but one who 
spoke were very definitely in favor of turning the field over to us. 
It seemed best in their jud~ent and in ours, hence our reply that 
we would hold off decidt~rthe board would bring as a recommendation 
to the next Celmosa meeting the sentiments they had individually 
annunciated, that the field be turned over. This they ref~sed to do, 
but they merely recommend that the matter be brought up for action 
again. 

Then regarding possibilities in Bolivia. I was in New York in June 
to negotiate with the Methodist mission. They offer to turn the 
entire field that they have in Bolivia over to us for a consideration. 
We think that they ask too much, even though they ask much less than 
market value of their properties. Their request is for $290,000. 
Tnere is about $14,000 cash in Bolivia that would be ours if the 
purchase was made, so the price would be reduced by that much. Even 
at that I feel the pr~ce is too high, because of the mission policy 
it would inflict upon us. 

The Institute at La P§.z·.· can be turned gradually into a more church
centered institution, with perhaps a seminary as the focal point in 
the system which might also inclu~e a Bible School. However, to 
run it as it now is would take about 12 to 15 missionaries ~at 
least short-time teachers from ~~rica. The u. s. governement is at 
present aiding the institute with a grant of $37,000 annually, but 
of course if it became a Christian institute in the real sense of 
the word that support would cease. That is more than it takes to 
run the institute at the present time, but with change of the 
character of the school we could not hope to have as large tuition 
charges as they now get, so the annual budget would be large. 

The institute at Cochobamba is smaller, and would be more easily 
moulded to our purpose. The difficulty is that the evangelistic 
work for building a church has been very limited, and has been among 
the Indians. They have been running the institutes for the Spanish
speaking people, so the largest running expenses are for institutions 
not directly touching the church. That is a rather sad mistake, and 
it would take a long time to make changes. However, we must look at 
the possibility, with the thought that perhaps God is here opening 
up to us a field that will give us a real possibility for making an 
impact for Christ in Bolivia. 

The Hospital at La Paz would also be ours, and I see that this could 
be a wonderful opportunity. Negotiations are so far on an exploratory 
basis. Would like your reactions. We will have to make more 
definite contact with the Methodists in September after the Celmosa 
meeting is over. 

Then a question that might have much bearing on the future work. 
What about the possibility of getting men and women into Colombia 
under the present conservative regime? Would like your opinions. 
Am also writing to Dr. Edward G. Seel for his judgment. If we 
cannot get more missionaries into Colombia, what are we to do with 
those that are already called, and more that are making preparations 
to go to ·S. America? Rev. Malde and family are temporarily going 
to Mexico City. 

; I " 3 



These are days when we need to pray much with open minds and 
hearts that we will be guided right. We must also take the 
opportunities that God gives us in preaching the Gospel. We 
hope that the various aspects of our future in s. America now 
hanging fire will soon be cleared up--but when th~ clear we must 
know that we are acting according to the will of God, and then 
be ready to act fast. I beg your earnest consideration of the 
problems now confronting the Board at home and you onthe field. 
I would like to have a reply at your earliest opportunity so that 
I can carry some word of your thoughts with me to the next Board 
meeting on the 26th of August, if possible. 

With sincere greetings in Christ, 

3, 



.. 

Dr. l:io lf A Syrdal, 
St. Paul, ~innesota 

Desr Dr. Byrdal: 

DuUama, .BoJ&ca 
August 13, 1946 

Thar.k you so much tor your letter of August 8 ani tor the added information 
that it gives us en the developaentl in the selection of our South American 
mission field. We met last night and after a tbarough discussion of your 
letter and the matters touched on we would like to add the following comments: 

As our report and rec0111Jlendation states we fell that if the Celmosa should 
\

1 

offer the field, without any strings attached,that it should be accepted. 
< We feel that we oan best serve the cause of Oh,.iat in a field tmt of(era the 

opportunitiea fer service that this field does: It also would by far!!he 
most economical to take over and man,at the present time,of the fields that 
are under consi4eration. And the fact that we returned to the field at the 
order of the Board makes it the o~ly thing to do if it is offered. ror it 
would certainly be improper for us under the eiraumstanoes with our return 
to the field to not accept it. Further, in all ~gotiations with Celmosa that 
has been the one thing that has always been offered them, to take over the 
field if they so desired. 

You have perhaps noted tba. t in our last report am l.a te letters to the Board 
tha. t we have considered more than we did when we came out here the possibility 
of a divided field. Such has been due to the obattge of attitude and the in
creasing a bill ty tba t we have fouui to work with the missionaries of the 
Oelmoaa. However. Thoresen would stand by the recommendation that we last 
sent and would favor division of the field with a workable agreemenil before 
he would consider Bolivia. In that workable ~eement would be included: t 
1. Church directorship of the one Eeminary-and the one Institute for both ~~~ 
fields, 2. Complete liberty in the matter of worship - to be practioed and ~~ 
also taught by both groups• 3. Strict adherence to Lutheran doctrine on bot~ ~'f:. 
sides. Olson and Morek find themselves unable to say right now which ot th~~ ~ 
two they \VOUld put seoond in consideration, (nen to taking over the field) .,.(IV\ ~ ~ 
divisior of the field with Oelmoaa or BoliVia. ~- ...r. ~? 

~~ lt might be well for us to state Un t the present &ecretary of Foreign .rCJ-
Affatrs in Colombia, appointed by the new. conservative prewident, is 
a l1 beral. And that as far as that goes only ~ oan 1mow what will happen 
in these Latin American governments. In anr country here they oan ohange 
ovetmight. If we feel that the U)rd opens a field for us then Re can also 
open the doors to enter that field. 

II regards to Bolivia we cannot help but feel that the investment involved 
both or men and money isstupendous. From so many missionaries on our tour 
we heard the coMplaint that their mission boards had made their Latin American 
mission only a sideline in place of a full-fledged mission. If we are not 
ready to make our Latin American venture the same as our other foreign missions, 
then the Bolivian proposition is entirely out ot question. As to the definite 
things offered we·omight add this -

1. That the hospital in .La Paz. under the present able management, 
is self-supporting. 

2. That only with the aid of the present director and a large part 
of the present staff of the Inttitute in ta Paz for a period of 



ye~s could that fine institution be kept goi~. It would have.to be kept 
going thus for some time. 

3. It would be a mistake to change the general program of the 
Institute because it has well served and will best serve 
Bolivia with that program. But it could have a more 
Christian emphasis and Bible School and Seminary 
faculties could be added. Bat leaving it unchanged, 
we teal that we as a Dliasion could best devote our 
effort to another prograJile 

4. It would be reasonable to think that the difficulties 
ariaing from the adJustment a necessary in taking 
over a Methodist field would be greater than even 
those in a divided field with Celmosa. 

'Ne are praying muCh tar the meeting in August that God may guide our .Board 
in the momentous decision 'that is theirs to make, and that God may also 
have Bia way in the decision of the Oelmosa. And we hope tbat these 
statements, though they are meager. ma.y help to shed some light• on the 
problem that is at hand• 

With greetings to all in Christ Jesus, I am, 

Sincerely in Christ. 

&~~tary ot the Cotrmittee 
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A~ter msre than t~o yeers o~ Drsyers, meditatf~ns, 
and ~eart-se~rchings, the Lore ~~s ~iven us an 
8n2'~er: <f.e -believe it is fro:-:: t·~':.e t~rDne of' ~~r!'ce 
c-:uiC:: eo_ 'c;y_ the :-:ely Spi:,i t. .:e b:o_ve s eerchea :=:;;r 
:neerts C"Jf'ain 911c. ~_::-pin ·and· on ;::;t:.r ~-::n2es as~-::eC: ,_;-:::;c 

to; ·.Joint the r.ray. 'ie ~1c::ve neve!' :~2.l tered fro . cu.r 
Ol'"'i;~inP.l t::ou_.(~ll~ t~rr~t 8-od l1e.C:_ leC: :1s ~:.; se1'ave _:lrl·· 

in Colombia, after the 6ocrs ~ere closed in Ar:en~ 
tir~2. 'l

1

he -()P_t}:--~ ~-:.?e cften bee~~ cl~uC:.r -ntJ.t t}oC: ~~e·-::/c 
us on t :1e 1-ray. 

rr:-;.e Cel:·JVSP.~ An11U2.l Conventic:n 1·19::: ~"lel(:. ~~-:i.s \·ee~:. 
I h?ve Oeen a :·;ie.:-!1;sr or~ tl~~is e.ss:-ci?-::ioY1 :'or· :=ev·el_,Et~ 
years an~ in~eres:et in it since ~~s be:innin~ in 
1936. ~·::7 congre;2, ti an in :::..,1 sbon, ::llin ::;is, 'J.c:.s 2ne 
of ti1e c~lGl-"~ter ~~;e:;~l)ers of this .:-:1i8sior1. <Jn · .. :-e~~efC.t:t~y 
afternoon, Septe~ber 4th, the c8nvention decite6 by 
~ vote of 23 for ~nd 5 against to turn the fie:~ 
aver to the ELC and ULC. fhis br:~~ht s thri~l o~ 
iO\~ to Ot.:.l" lleP..rtf f·or 1Je felt tl~lF~ j_~ i:e.S tl·le :~·Ji~·it 1 8 v v . 

' ..,--:.:n,...,.. ·r'~e-~e ·--,....,""",~' n ··-. ~,- r---,·-...... --~ t'iel--r-..~.-.1,....., J..8c,G.J... b. u 1 •. c-~." • 0 S.:_,ee.._~.es -:-,.o,c.l.:c v v ,.J..iu~c-c c 

tu:::--ning :;~~e mission over to -:~-:.e c::-.~::."'c~-:.. All t:::L~s 
~;er~e iri :L..,evor of i ~. 'l;l1e Cp_n8.C_iB:-~ l;rn ~ch hc:_C~ ~ 
meetin~ at Donalda, Alta., i~ Au~~st ~nf voteC 42 
for~ c:ncl l a;rctinst the tv~rnin::-: eve:--. o:(· ~!:_e ~r1iAE:..0r1o 
'1 .._ ~,.......... '-;,::,·_..~ '"--.l'i"""" +~,... ~ --~ c _-. -.")··-,..! i\r ber,..r-r ~8Su8rCav 2Iv8l.tv'-'l1 ullP CI1UrC._8~ ~J-~..,.,;.~_, J 'r .. t 

negotiatluns t-o1·'?rc the ne~: J:rac;rF..~. -~ ~urn o:f" -:~,50() 
will be ~iven to Celmosa tc ~ay f~~ any ~roDe~ties, 
etc. in Colombia. 

Am just sena1nz you this brief na:e in case yc~ hPve 
nat received word by cable. ~r. ~~on:i is out of 
tmrn. I 1·!(=lnted you fol 1~s to :~n:J~J ::-:ls BS soo::-: "'B 

oorsiole. This is just a 'JrivAt;:> ~e:ter to YG'..l. Tj1e 
of;iciPl communicq~ions tdlJ co~e :hrcush our c::ice 
8f' nell 28 2.11 c~et?ils. 

. , , ~-
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'ie h2ve ten . . . 
iTil s Sl or:P 2.-'\l e s 

you in t~e next six monthc or so. 
r'l&lC.e to 8olo::-,b2_a :?D( n::;t ::exico. 

is the d.ay 
Colo:n.l;ia. ·.re t-rill ·ora.:r fc:~ :you. 
ing out five hundred letters to 
Prayer Covena:--,t P.nd 2s~: t~:er:_ to 
venture of faith. 

GoO. bless you. 

8enc1 out 
.;e 'Hill 

arn Ju.st 

<:.u. 

·' ; ~ . ,-, ~ ' . : 

to 
(i ve~.t~..:~f1e.z~1; 

'lr: .::l:i<"·::l:-l_:, __ f 

_(- (!. ':: ~(:;!, -. 

~ enc~·~~---.~.t._·~:_-"~ . .-.~~-! 
-:- ,_):~ '~ 

in Christ, ;; - ) . -a.-.., .... ~.:( .fJib~ 

. -i 

:r 



Dear Friends in Colombia, 

1415 Grantha~ St. 
St. PaulE:, 1/.inn. 
Sept. 7, 1S46 

I hope that you have heard the news lon~ before this letter 
reaches you, but I cannot help but write a few lines to give a few 
details for your information. The Celio~a Association met Sept. 3-5 
and voted to ~ive the entire field in Colombia to the churches. The 
vote in the cinadian branch at an earlier meeting was 42 to 1 in favor 
of giving the field over, and it was 23 to 5 in favor;at the meeting 
just held in ;anneapolis. With this vote of givin2: the field over to 
the churches 1 s also acce;:;tanc e of the churchs s' offer to taks over 
all missionaries of Celmo~a that desire to continue the work in 
Colombia under the churches. This inclutes the missionaries in 
America that have been called an~ eith~y have not reached the field, 
or are here on leave. The latter inclu{es lrs. Sal~e, ~iss Shel6ahl, 
.d s s Bakke , ar. and .. irs. J oseDh Nalla. :d s s She leah 1 was once called 
by our mission board of the E:L.C. to ao to China, a~d had accepted 
the call. row ever, China be in.:.- clo:~ed-- at the ti:::e, .she acceptec an 
ap:~ointme nt of Celmosa to Colo:nbia. :~:he is noT on the 'Nay. I am not 
acquainted with Miss 3akke. I know ~r. ~alla verv we~l, as he has 
been a etudent at our seminary, and is rsturnin~ 1:,:--,is f.s.ll. e 1.s a 
~o~derfu~ly fine man, and shou:6 oaks an excellent Iissionary. I hope 
that the missionaries on the field will also continue, so that we ~ay 
be stronE'='r as a mission.ory :~orce to carry 0:1 the great '.':ork th:.re in 
Colombia. ~av God grant rich blessin~ to you all as vou continue 
togethef' worklng for the auvance:1ent 2:f tr-:·e ;-'in;:rco·n c:~ Joe a:T:OnF the 
people there, and building His Church to His ;::lory. 

~s to details, I shall ~ention the~ briefly. ie as the two 
churches take over full responJibility for the ~ork as of Oct. l. 
~e have been authorized by the Celmosa Association to retain the 
official na~e of the mission in Colombia if so desired. 3e as~ed 
for this, as we felt tjat it would lead to complications un(er the 
present regime if t~ere ~as a chan~e in or~anlzation and na~e, at 
least for the present. It was tho~~ht thai an evalu~tion of property 
and moneys should be made by the Celmosa 3oard and that we then pay 
for these th~t whatever money and property if any that is on the field 
shoul~ be ours. At the last session of tte Association, howevsr, I got 
the feelL'l.i:~ that it :ni'!ht have a better conclus$~ if the whole 
association mi~ht :nake a cecision i-'1 t~is ~tflt~, so that t~ere 
woulc be no long discussion with differences of op•nion that would 
ha.mper the L;J:rv::diate turni:-1;::: g,~e_r. of the fi.::;lc, so su:-~esteci t~at if 
po:"slblt3 they should make a'~~lftl~at once. They decided te> turn 
over to the churches w~atever money is on tho field, and all property of 
the :ni2sion for a stipulated sum thB.t was passed unanLnously by the 
Association and accepted by us. This is not a matter of absolute value, 
but the idea was to have all thinqs settled in a business-like :nanner 
so that thin~s could be properly wound up to mutual satis~acti~n. The 
su~ set was ~2,500. Gisselquist and ~ronli were a~pJintea to craw up 
the necessary legal documents and to execute them. 'Ita t wi 11 be done 
before vet. l. The Cel.:nosa Association will be ~neetin;r a~ain in :iov. to 
discuss ths future of that ore:aniz"ltion. . 'J 

There was a very fine spirit p;·evailin::c at tr1e ·:_ etine:. It:C?re was 
~o ill will, and no voicin! of opposition to tho :no~Ye that has now 
oeen consummated. I was tnankful to Joe ror th 

. '"e co:·JcL.;:::ion. ·., :J. 



.Now you and the other missionaries of Celmosa will be on the 
same footing after Oct. 1, all members of one mission with equal rights 
and responsibilities. I am sure that things will work out well on 
the field as you meet and work with the pioneer group there that you 
have already been ~ssociated with for these two years. I am sure 
that it is not easy~or them as they realize that a change is taking 
place, but know that with your sympathetic understanding and Christian 
fellowship the period of~justment will go well. I hope that the 
feeling of being of diff~t backgrounds and groups will disolve and 
that there will be a united front. The burden of the readjustment 
will lie heavier on you men than on them, but with God's guidance I 
know that you can make them feel at one with you in all things. 

It may be presumptuous on my part to offer any suggestions, 
but I do so just as a friend of you folks and as a friend of the 
mi salon. · Ther·e is nothing official attached to my words. I think 
that every consideration should be given the present Celmosa m1ss1onariE 
They have pioneered. They have looked on the. field for a long time 
as theirs. Wherever possible I think that it would be well to have 
~HKX~RxX«« them heavily repeesented in official positions, even though 
we as representatives of the churches take the back seat for a while. 
I also think that policies now in force should be tetained without 
change as far as possible while both you and they work togeth-r for 
anaggressive advance. I think that we should not be in a hurry to 
change policies, even though you are agreed they should be changed, 
but that they rather come about gradually. The main object that I 
hope can be accomplished this first year is that you and the ..Qelmosa 
missionaries can be welded to~ether into a close fellowship~ · 
the love of ,Christ so that you will be~ body. Then you can begin 
as one body to affect changes that will increase the efficiency of 
the work and the guality of the church to be built as you see it. 
I know that you will be aware of the tensions that may at this time 
develop. May God give you-grace and wisdom to so meet them that 
all will result in a greater blessing to you all and to the people 
among whom you are working. 

There has been delay in the negotiations. I know that this 
must often have tested your patience, as it has mine. However, God 
works in ways we do not always understand, and I am sure that even 
the delay has been of value. Now the field seems clear before us. 
Enter in in the Name of the Lord. May your ministry be blessed~ 

There will be no further consideration of the field in 
Bolivia. That entire matter is now dropped. 

With sincere greetings in 

Not knowing whether Pastor Mork has returned from his evan 
trip yet, I address this letter to Pastor Olson so there shall be no 
delay in having you all receive the news and details. 
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The Revs. Harold Olson 
Hans v. Thoresen 
Arnteld c. Morek 

Dear Friends: 

September 20, 1946. 

CIRCULAR 

As 'you already know, at the meeting of the Celmosa, September ~1, 
it was decided to give over the field in Celmosa to our Joint Boards. 
Our Committee met with the Oelmosa Board to go over details and it 
was agreed that the official transfer shall be made OQjiober 1st. It 
was also agreed tl:pit if the Celmosa missionaries des1re lEo jo!h us 
and become missionaries under our Joint Boards they will be welcome. 
I have already no~ified their missionaries in Colombia through Mr. 
Quanrud and have tnvited them to join our ranks. At last we have a 
field in Latin America and we pray that God will richly bless the 
work and the workers. 

~ I have delayed wr~ting you because I wanted to be able to tell you 
something about the new missionaries who have been called an~ are, 
ready to leave fo~ Latin America. trp until the time of .·the decision 
to give over the f.ield in Colombia, we were rather hesitant as to 
where our missio~ries should go to study Spanish. The choice seemed 
to be between Med~llin and Mexico City. With the decision to give 
over the Colombiai~field to us, it becomes logical that our mission
aries go to Medel in for language study. The question, of course, is 
as to visa. Miss· Joyce w. Be1•gh is now in Chicago. Last night she 
wired that she had received the visa for Colombia and will leave by 

; plane for Medellin September 26th, arriving at Medellin at 2:45 P.M. 
V September 27th. I am writing today to the Language School announcing 

___- ··her coming. 

The next to leave will be the Maldes. They have 3 children so it is 
not as easy tor them to travel as for single persons, but we sha11 
try to arrange for them to go to Medellin als~. However, the visa 
they get is student visa which will be good tor 6 months and can be 
renewed, I think, tor another 6 months. The thing to do from your 
end is to try to obtain the necessary papers so that our missionaries 
may remain in Colombia after the year is up. There has recently 
been a change in the Consulate in Chicago and the new consul seems 
more willing to grant visas. 

The Mendenhall& will be leaving about the first of the year according 
to latest information. Miss Belva Nerlien also has accepted call to 

... ~ 
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Reve. Olson, Thoresen & Morok -2-

Latin Amerioa but intends to have a term at the L.B.I. before 
leaving for the field. 

With oordial greetings to all of you and with best wishes for 
Godts guidanoe and rioh blessing upon you and the work, I aa 

Very sincerely yours, 

jeg:h 



IN RETROSPECT 

El Instituto Biblico Luterano, located at Duitama, closed its 
school yeer of 1945 on November 1st. 

It was a busy and in many respects e difficult year, but never
theless profitable, and rich in experience 'for both students and 
teachers, ell of whom were " ,green" at their job. Inexperieneelas 
most of the students were in the art of study and the instructors 
lLmited in their use of the Spanish, we sensed the directing hand of 
the gre-.at Master Teacher, shaping and molding the character and 
thinking of the students. Three of the five boys in attendence will 
now be serving in whatever capacity they can under the supervision 
of the missionary at whose station they are placed. 

The closing service had a double purpose in that we also 
celebrated Reformatio~ Day. One of the boys spoke fervently on the 
blessings which God has given us through the Reformation,socially 
and Spiritually, empiasizing the three great principles,"the Word 
alone", "Grace alone", "Faith alone "• Another boy, the student 
prP-sident1 spoke on behalf or the class. One of the lo_g!1~J~;lievers 
spoke in behalf of the congregation. The closi~ sermon~by Rev. 
Thoresen,director of El Colegio Luterano, Soata (Institute for girls). 
It was an ardent and heart-searching message, the principle emphasis 
being that we are ready to preach first when Christ is all and we are 
nothing. 

On November 3rd. both teachers and students piled into a truck . , . 
and rumbled orr to Soa~ to celebrate Rerormation Day on Sunday Nov.4t~ 
with a special program by both schools,including a talk by Miss Ella 
Heerde on the topic "the Reror.mation as seen through the eyes or a 
teacher". At the evening service Pastor Morek preached on the theme 
"Ye shall know the· truth and the truth shall make you :free". HoweYer, 
that which impressed the writer most was the simple and yet spirit
ually-dignified Commu4ion service administered by Rev. Thoresen in 
the oozy little chapel of Soata: The Lord vres indeed present to bless 
us with the benefits of His Death and Resurrection. 

As we part,our prayer is that God may continue to work in the 
lives of these our young Colombian friends by meens or His Holy Word, 
in which they have been taught, to the end tr£t they may become 
humble,efricient and Spirit-rilled witnesses of the Living Christ. 

Arnfeld 0 .Morek 
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INSTITUTE REFORT 
1948 

'!he Instituto B!blico-OUltural celebrated its opening service on April 11 in 
spite of the political uprising. '.l'he new Institute building, which the mission 
bought last year, was dedicated a.t the same service by Supt. Olson. Rev. Olson also 
preached the opening sermon in Rev. ~~de's absence since all trafic was paralized. 
Chiefly due to the Bogota incident the students from the Plains did not come. We had 
a total enrol,lmerrt,e of' 17 students. Four students lett before the term was over for 
various reasons. Of these we hope one (who lef't because of his father 1s illness) will 
return next year • I 

I • 

'!hanks to God, in spite ofj some disciplinary problems wl">.ich'llt'reatened the spiritual 
life of the student body, the school came through all difficulties with a. spirit of 
cons.,oration and Ohristian unity. It was a Y!Jar of constant trial of' some sort. But 
we believe that even ·this aore spiritual fruit in_ the lives of the students, and 
searched, tried and, strengthened the :faith of the instructors. Our 'l'Uesday morning 
faculty pr~er meetings were alw~s a source of strength and blessing and doubtlessly 
contributed much to the perfect harmony which existed throughout the year in the 
faculty. 

l)le to the circumstances known to all, the Institute closed with an impressive 
chapel eervi oe on the 20th of' October upon recommendation of the f'aoul ty and by 
action of the Executive Committee. The two graduates, Ana Wilches and Leticia Corzo, 
continued cla.saea of special instruction under Joyce Bergh in El Oocuy. 

The graduation, held in El Cocuy, wae a happy, festive and memorable da;y. We 
are very gratefUl to Joyce Bergh a11d the OlBons for the success of this graduation. 

Reepeotfully submitted, 

Arnf'eld O. Morek 



THE INSTITUTE K>VBS 

N!J our readers know f'rom f"ormer articles. t.he "'nati tut.o B!blico-OW.tura.l• f"unctioned 
in Du1 tame. 1n a building which the Mission purchaaed in 194 7 when Dr'. Syrda.l am 
Rev. Jensen visited our f'ield. You are alao sOI.!IINhat acquainted with the reuons 
tor evaouo;ting Dui t.a.ma. and moving our Insti tut.e to Bogota, . OOlombitt. •s oapi tal. 
'Ihls vas one or tho most weighty and d.it'f'1oul:t -.ttere or cur miesionariee • 
conference in January • The nearest man would ba.Te been Ttmja. ca.pi.t.-1. of Boya.oa, 
but that would mean drawing too nuch attention to EVangelical actin t.y in that 
oitq where we have also just now built the new olapel. and where work is up to now 
progressing very t'a.vora.bly under God ta band withclut too l!llCh perseouUon. Tbereto.re, 
it was thau.gbt. unvi*e a.t. this time to place J.aner missiona.r;r sta.t't and the student. 
boq- in that. ci ta'• lb&t lett, a. choioe between El Oocu¥ and aogott. El Oocuy' had 
llUOh in ita f"la.vor. It va.a closer t.ban aogott for 1llll.I\V of 'the studant.s ot our tield. 
I't is a small town and not so dit'f'erent frODI the enviromaent. in which our countzy 
student.e Uve, -and operation costs would be so atch less than in Begot{. &J.t since 
El 00otl1'• though a iiberal town, is surrounded .'bT very ftulatioa.l conservative com
DJmi ties and towns dOBd.Jated. by the Roman priests, 1 t was !'eared t.ha.'t t.he inciden-t 
of' DUi tama could be repea.t.ed even there. Some or you will perha.po recall that 
Pa.s:tor Olson, our field superintendent, wa.s impr1aoned in El Espino, a town on 
the highwq a.botrt 20 mi.mtes from El OOauJ'• 'l'heref'ore, in api t.e ot certain hesi ta
tions and tears, the Institute was t.emporarily placed in aogotS.. lbere is no place 
where the school oan go on a.e qUietly and UJD'lOtioed by the enGllF u in t.he capital. 
It has the obvious advantage of being in the center of oQ13mlu:rloat1on, but. baa at 
least two disadvantages. One is the .Vf!lrT high rent we m.tst F87 for a building. 
att I am sure our co-workers at home will also t?.rise t.o help us in 1;his time of' 
crisis. The other is that we have no wtberan ol:urch f'o.r the students to make their 
home while in this city. aut we truat tha.'t the Lord is also providing this a.a we 
now ba.ve a. cent.er where we shall start services at. &wtertime and plan to continue, 
havin::; some of the meet.ings also in the Institute building. This, :Jod-willing, can 
be tho beginning of two centers or aotiviv in Bogota in areas not occupied by 
other missions. 'lbe two are separated by a. distance of' about 48 city blocks. 

OUr new Institute home is a rustic-looking three story building with surf'icient 
spa.oo to house both the girl and bo.y atuden'te, provide class-room apa-ce, as well a.e 
residence tor BGlva. Nerllen and the lfall.as• Joyoe Bergh will live at the Yd.asion 
center, about 15 minutes by electric bus from 'tbe Institute. Rev• Walla will be 
Dean of the Institute when the l'brcks leave an f'arlough in July or A.uc.:;ust. 

This is a time of' crisis not only tor our school, but f'or the entire field. There 
is a ~ong national interdenominational movement at work in Colombia which does 
not al~s respect vhat we unua.lly consider interdenominational ethics, and wo are 
seeing a considerable reB.Ction to our tald.ng a der.tni t.e Lutheran stand on dootzine 
a.nd · pra.ctiee, even though we do not try 'to I:lSke I.ut.heraniSIJ atick OU't, like a 11sore 
thumb "• A f'ew of our st.udents have been loet to other schools and considerable 
agi ta.tion has been carried on in some parts of cur f'ield in favor or ai"f'ilia.tion 
with another denocination. In spite of ~hese ditf'iculties, ve look forward to 
meeting vi th a loyal and entb1aia.st1o student boq mmbering from 15 t.o 20 (matri
culation will be oo April 19}. Six ot these are coming from the Plains of Oasa.nare. 
One of tho boys reports thll.t he will come on f'oot t.o the nearest bus or railvq 
center, which will mean about !'our dqe' walking. The others from there will come 
by plane. we thank God for U1e encouraging repcrts that reach us of' the faith..~ 
work carried on by students who have gro.dua:ted from our Institute or have been 
worl-".ing during intervals. Word has just reached us from the Ost.rems of' the splendid 
work done by Oliverio Hora. (brother of.' tho student who wa.o imprisoned in DUitana 
during the persecution 1n that cit,yJ see Mrs. Morolc 'a article of the December, 19!1-8, 
l·ft.ssionary entitled, "fro, who wae :<'aithrul to Ghriat 11

} who baa helped thetl during 
the luot year on the l'lains. He bas hod two yearn of study in our Institute and is 

I r ; 



The lnati tut.e lf.oves 

nov returning to complete the two years he 1MJra for graduation. 'fbe greatest need 
of our field is capable and, conaeorated. national t.eachers and evangelists. Labor 
w1 th. us in prqer that God will call f'orth the seme. '!ben our ef'fo.rt.a shall not 
be in vain and the great harvest shall not be lost.. 

These ec&t.tered ~ are being written in the,\ very- rrocess of' JIIQ'Ving, with desks, 
parts of d01ble burKe~ bODs, -.t.treeaee, etc., on all eiden. We are waiting f'or 
one or the two trttcks wbieh we loaded yesterdq 1n DW. tama.. One pulled in to aogo!S. 
late la.et night and just 1then we had f'inisbed Ullloading.a. millt.ar,y poliee appeared 
on the soene - then another, both oarry1ng riftes. '1hen a plain-clothes official 
wal.ked up. 1J.hey' took t.he lioenae number or our jeep, .e;Dbblt( tor: 1den'toif'1cation. 
We were entirely tUl&V1U'G of t.he fact that BogotA bad recently paseed. a very good 
lav t.o prohibit moving at night. withOut a special permit. If all ft'i.denett,as vell 
as an expla.natJ.on by the Qfrutr of t.be houae, md not been in cur favor,. and it a 
phpician frielid (one of' the neighbors who 'thorlght t..he house was lte1n~ •cleaned out. ts) 
had not intervened, ~ lines would most. l1kel.y ha.ve been written in prison this 
morni.ng. As t.b.e police grinned and ma.rohed ofT, bid.ding UB •good night •# 1 e.aked 
them if' we might still unload tlle things we ha4 piled inside and tied on the outatde 
or t.he jeep. "res. you mJq t.eiU' it apart. ~r you like •, they' langhed hack. 
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DIRECCION TELEGRAFJCA ··c.ELMOSA" 

Institute Repqrt to CELMOSA Annual Conference, Bosota1 Jan. 6, 19'@ 

The Institute opened April 19th with an enrollment or 21 regular, 
1 special, and 2 part-time students. The teaching st.aff during the f'irst 
term consisted of' Morek, Joyce Bergh, Belva Nerlien, Fanny Jimenez, Mrs. 
Walla and myself'. Fanny. Jimenez, the special student attending on a 
Scholarship, and V~s. Walla, were part-time teachers. As Morek went hom~ 
for his f'urlough at mid-year, his position aa director fell to me, and 
his class hours were divided among the three ~ull-time teaqhers. Two re
gular students and the two part-time students dropped out during the 
year. One of the former was from an Adventist family and returned to the 
Adventists. Two students completed their studies this year, one recei
ving a diploma of graduation, the other receiving a certificate for a 
year of special study. 

Because of the presidential elections on the 27th of November and 
the 1ncree.s1ng 5eriousness of the political disturbances preceding it, it 
seemed wiee to close school early, the closing exercises being held on 
Sunday, ~ovember 6th. The school year was thus shortened from the ori
ginally planned 29 weeks to 26 weeks. 

Special activities of the students were a school newspaper. social 
and devotional ga~herings, outings and visits to various pointe of interest. 
For a time they took an active part in sponsoring the young people's ser
vice every other Sunday afternoon. Those from the tr~ee. upper classes 
and a few ~rom the beginner's class shared with the teachers in conducting 
the daily chapel services. 

Generally speaking we had a very fine group of young people. In 
sp~te of congested living conditione and the undesirable aspect of having 
JOth boys and girls living in the same building, our disciplinary problems 
were not many nor very serious. The majority were good students respon
ding well to instruction. We would like to nave seen more fruit as evi-

. dence of the Lord's working among us this year, but still we are thank
ful that in some a real growth in grace was evident. ae are confident 
that all of' them were blessed and enriched by the ~ord which they studied 
and the christian fellowship which they found here. They also gained 
secular knowledge which will be of value to them throughout their lives. 

I a:n very .grateful to my fellow-teachers for,,the1r faithfulness and 
devotion to the work and for their splendid cooperauion and helpfulness 
in every way. ~e are especially grateful to Belva Nerl1en for doing an 
excellent job as matron 1n addition to carrr1ng her share of the teaching. 

To God we give the glory and the praise for the privilege ~a have 
had of serving 1n this way. and because rie blessed so abundantly in 
spite of our misetakes and our failings. 

Respectfully submitted. 

~->(,-~ 
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Institute Report to CF.Ll')SA Annual Conference, Bop;ota, January Q, 1951 

The Institute year of 1950 opened on Xarch 1st and continued 
until October 29th witp no interruption except that of a two week 
vacation at mid-year. There was an enrollment of 1 special and 9 
regular students. ~ne additional student was enrolled for the second 
term. The small number this year was due largely to a decision taken 
at our Jnnuery conference to limit the enrollment to students of the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th years. This was done in view of the extremely 
delicate national situation prevailing at the time; and some of us 
did not wish to have the responsibility of a large group of young 
people far fro:n their homes in the case of a.n armed uprising or revo
lution. The teaching staff during the first term consisted of Joyce 
Bergh, Belva Nerlien, Vicenta D!az and the undersigned. Vicenta D!az 
was the special student, studying with a scholarship, but who ale~ 
did part-ti~e teaching. During the second term ;-J:arold 8lson, tpen 
returned ~~ the field, assisted with some part-tirre teaching. 

Throurrh the ~oodness of the L::>rd there were no interruptions of 
the school schedule and we suffered no molesting or persecution. 
There was very little illness among the students, althoue:.h two of the 
girls were briefly incapacitated by operations, one having a ton
sillectomy and 'the other an appendectomy. Because of fewer students 
there was less c~ngestion in the sleeping and study quarters, and 
co::sequently the atmosphere was per~aps :nora conduc1 ve to study than 
it was during the previous year. 

One :)f the :-r~ore ai'sappointing and saddening experiences of the 
yeaz· was having to drop a proraising young ;nan (Hugo Jimenez) from the 
student body. 3efore school opened he was implicated 1n a theft, but 
since ae appeared to be repentant it was decided to admit hi~ tb the 
Institute again. Some '1lonths later more evidence in the case ca::ne t:J 
light. This time his attitude was evasive and indifferent. )ut of 
consideration for the other students who ~isht be harmed by his in
fluence, and ala~ for his own spiritual welfare, he was asked to leave 
the lnsti tute. 'e are praying that the L:1rd will work true repentance 
in his heart and that he will ccnsecrate t1:nself a.no his talents to 
the service of the Lord. 

'Jihroughout the year there were the usual student activities. A 
student newspaper \vas published; iocial anc devcti:Jne.1 gatherings 'A'ere 
held; occasional outings and some visits to points of interest were 
made. All the students and the teachers shared in conducting daily 
chapel services. Some participated actively in the young people's 
services, and some were of assistance in the work by teaching Sundc:.y 
School classes. Three of the students were ~iven confirmation 1n£truc-
tion ana confirmed by pastor /~endenhall. ---

. For this next year, several young people, :nest of them from the 
plains, heve indicated some interest in co81ng to the Institute; but 
to date':coi'i,t.y one application has been received. It is our prayer that 
the Lord will send young people of His choosing, such as will go out 
as w1tnes2es and lights for Him in this dark country regardless c>f 
v!hat vocation they :Iit;ht follow· in life. 

-·. 



Institute re::ort -- p. 2 

On my ovm behalf and on behalf of the Niisston I want to express 
my appreciation to those who have served with me in the Institute 
this past ywar. They have been faithful and devoted in their service 
and have been most helpful and cooperative in every \-lay. 

For what aay have been accomplished through the Institute this 
year toward the salvation of souls and the building of Christ's 
kingdom we give all rr,lory and praise to God. For our many failures 
and mistakes we. pray for pardon and ask that God's all-sfllfficient 
t.,--z·ace might overrJJle to the honor and glory of His Name. 

Respectfully subo1tted, 

J. L. Walla 

P.S. This past year three students graduated with diplomas from the 
fo~r year course. They were Oliverio Mora, Hilma Bello and Amira 
Jimenez. One student, Vicenta D!az, who bas taught school for us 
in the plains for several years completed a year a special study for 
which she was given a cerjificate. 
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ANNUAL RPPORT 
INSTITUTO BIBLlOO - OUL'l'URAL 

Dec. '1. 1952 

•lherewi thal ehall a young .a cleanse hie W&.J'T B.r t.akin& heed theret.o 
according to thy Word". Paala 11919 

Again we are thankful tor the privilege of preeent.ing to Colombian 70UDI 
~ople the vherewi thal to c leanee azut keep clean their VIQ" - the Word of God. Bach 
;year it becoeea the 1nap1.rat10A t.o .. r.tce to see that cleanaiq procoe take 
place 1n aOIIUt ind.iv14uala' livea. And ve tru.et that lJy the grace ot Go4 that. _,. 
be the eerrice vb.ioh our Inet.1 tut.e read ere to Obriet. aDd to Ool•b1a. 

fhe aohool 7e&r of 1952 begaa March' and cloeed BoY. 2. We hacl 18 et.w!u:t.a 
d.urt~~g the year. thirteen young liCIIeA ami t1ve J'OUAg--. one ot the latt.er bei.Dg 
a apetial atudead, -.bo had at.tlllied one )'ear of law in t.he t11li:"ra1 ty awl who taug,bt 
in the Inatit.ute about halt '"'-• There .were fear 1ra. the laat year, 1 in the third., 
tov ill the ,eecond and. eight in the tirat. ODe ot the 1aat ,...r ~"UP tailecl, 'but. 
three young lad iea graduat.N. We wre ••lTf not. to be ole to empley thea .. 
teaehere but. w are g;lacl t.aat they can be ~ 1n other placeaJ cme of .th .. hu 
beea world.rlg in a downtown at.ore. another 1n the JlOIH ot the eecretary of tlut 
Bible Societ7 mel the third ie belpJ.nc in her h-.. 

Jloet. of the et.uclent.a 1n the eeecmd xear ... up reeeiftd part. echolareldpe, 
the aoat Deed.J ,/4, ot.here 1/2 end aoae 1/4• ~ t.he t1rat 7ear only ou vu helped 
but to our regret ehe couU aot keep • ae abe couU not. 4o the work. Becauae 
,. are aeel.Dg t.b.a.t. I'IU\Y do not. appreoiat.e the help &i'ftll th• V8 propose t.o keep 
lowering the aaowtt. of aid until all t.he attatent.a P87 their own _,. u we teel 
that then the7 w1ll make better Q8e of their opport.uaity to et.ud7• 

We are conscious ot the conatant. 41t"t'tcult ait.ua.t.ioa oa our t1eld due to 
the lack ot rural echoola. Becauae ot that we are unable t.o cull out. the atudent.a 
who are iDcapable Of adftnce4 study. and. at. the _.. t.t. we teel that w have to 
provide opport.wdt.7 tor at.wfy w those who have ao other poaatbtUty. Their pro
bloa became clur t.o ua with the 2 girls who wen ~~Dahle to ltaep up 1D ln year 
work. To help t.h• and to oecupy one ot CNr teachers w prorided 1hea vith apecial 
claaaea and we felt. that it. -.. DOt all waated. tlhell t.hef gave their t.eatimonlea ot 
having aocepted Ohrtat as their Saviour. 

Five atwieate received catachetical inetruat.ton f'rca Rev. Quaarad and were 
c onn.r..a. During the Jear two special d-aya were celebrated - Day o'f Prayer and 
Pra.iae amd the Day of Praise end Oonaecrat.ton. theaa brought. definit.e reault.a 
in t.he apiritua.l line of our students tor which w thank Ge4. 

This rear the teaching staff' haa coneiet.ed. of the, Director. Mi.&a Joyce 
Be~ u •t.ron and teacher. Kiss Leticia Oorzo. and Mr. Rodrigo Qu1ntero. 
a-aides theae Mn. Opal Olaoa baa taught trptng. EngU.eh and cooking, Rev. 
Olger QUanrud catechi~ and Jln. Belen Oat.retll eevtug. We thank God tor t.he 
help ot the... lfe also teel that. our policy of having Oolo.biane Gil the staff 

. haa proven practical thia paat. 7aar and we reco•end that. ve continue uatng t.he 
two who eenecl 1n 1952. 

We are ao glad for having our own propert.7 which ..., acquired in June. It. 
g1vea ua eo aLtCh aore t'reecloa 1.n arranging the houae and atch aore t'eeUng of 
atabllit.7 in not. havinc to aove each year. 

It. hae alao bec011e a ccmv1ct.1on that we ehould provide aore opportUDltJ 
tor work tor t.hoae 'Who want 1t in order to help theuelfte through the year. 
P'or t.he b07a several jobs are poaaible but for the g1r1e it. bec011l8a •on ot 
a problem. Th~~etore, it' &JIT meaionary knova of poaaibU1t1ea of work, let 
ua know eo thatlt can be provided. 



In aeyeral faculty mee~inge ve bed eome aerioua diecuae1oae about the 
purpoee of the Inat1'tut.e ancl the OolOIIbien t..achere tthowed "rloua thinking 
aleo 1n their part,icipation. Out. ot then d1ecuaeiou oaae the cODClwaion 
'that t.hit I uti tufA •uat t1rat ef all be a Bible SChool '• t.r1q -young people 
to Ohriat and lead the11 on in the -r. that ia, a trainiDg eehool tor life, 
and that aecon4 t.o that, but cml.7 eecon4ary, tt. ia a tra1D1Dg eoheol tor 
aerrtce. ae 41'Yallg8liata. t.eachere. etc. We need to e.phuize thla eo that 
t.he JOU!li people 'Mho comevi.ll not th1Dk jUEtt in t.erma ot a job ~- t.hq 
tiniab the Iutitut.e. 

Thank you,. ODe and all, who bJ prayer. ooopenat.loa aDd iJJtereet 
haft bel,..& the Institute in 1952. Ye t.rw.t. that w •1 be able with 
that. to go torvard with Ohriet. aM Col-.bia 'a JOtlth in 195'• 

SiDcerely • 1D Ohriat.. 
I~· c-, -.....< {. ~ 



I.NSTITO'lO BIBLIOO - CUI:!'URAL 

Fund Reoe1ete Diabunetlenta Balance Det1c1t -
Boarding Olub 4215.16 42~.16 

Proapectue 18.,0 18.,0 

Travel 75·00 75·00 

Poet.age It St.at1oaary 22·50 22.,0 

Athletic Supplies 100.00 100.00 

Matricula 619·90 80.20 599·70 

Special Inat. B..tg. 16IIJ.OO 1600.00 15.00 

L1hrary fa 100.00 100.00 

Rent .e.nd Upk. 79()0.00 828>.00 ,80.00# 

bpl.Mement a Upk. 1.2.52-ltl ~·~ ~·. 
Purn1 ture It Bqulp. 1202.,59 1 . -
Student A1cl 1254.47 1~0 ~ .,, ·" ~ 29·45 ~QJlaMolla. 919.,0 ~195 ...... ~ 100.00 10().00 

868.22 
I 409.45 t'"oula 19514.74 --1··21 l.9055·91 ti·~ 8alance on band ·11 

I !he deficit 1a because of having paid the Jan. 19" rent. 

Reapecttull.J aubai tted. 



Ea cJV{fsion 6vange!ica Euterana en Colombia 
Jhe Oo!om6ia Doangelical Euteran cJiliBsion of South cllmerica 

DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA "CELMOSA" 

J ' ' /" ~-----~-\ 

.. 1: ~1'-C/:-- ~-rt .,. ~ REPOn~ ~ ,_ I 15" ~:;v/ 
uae j oice-in.--'bha"--Lord alway I 
at hand.tl 

Bogott1 January 12, 1953• 

and again I sa,r, Rejoice. The Lord is 

There is muoh that we would like to have seen different this year. 
but knowing that the 1ord hae been at hadd, w know that we have 
been llessed in spite of our feeble selves. 

A.f'ter getting the institute building in readiness and making pre
paration f'or the school year. we were all ready' and anxious to begin 
when March oame. Sevent.een students enrolled, twelve of' whom were 
girls. Classes were conducted in the usual manner acczreding to 
the proepecto. Extr~curricular aotivities included such as 
paeeoa, a debate, a cantata and two dqs of' prwer, praise and 
thanksgiving- one dB¥ in each semester. 

The two dqs of' pr9\V'er and praise- the f'1rst led by taator Olson, 
ia.stor Ostrem and Leticia Corzo, and the second by FfWIW' de R~ 
r1quez, ftodrigo i.bintero and Pastor 'banruc!. proved to be of great 
blessing to students, teaohers and visitors. The second d~ we 
rejoiced to hear testimonies by two or the new girls who had recently 
accepted Christ. Previously, on their Confirmation day inthe 
church, we reioioed with othera who ~ve their testimonies for the 
first titlt-. shall not forget Ariel 1s joy for !Jeing aaptised that 
day. 

A time of the dav whioh proved to be or l!l.lch blessing was the 
quarter hour before bedtime in one of' the girls' dorms, every 
nigh~ at least nearly every night. we gathered for scriiture. 
singsong. and pr~r· S6Ditimes we discussed together problems, 
difficulties or even com~:laints, which seemed to make for better 
und6rstanding amon3st the girls. 6'~-....-$aturday ~venings we eang, 
listened to Quito, to records, sewed or knit. Xhe girls seemed 
to look forwad to this hour of relaxing. 

From July to the end of the school year, Iti.lma Bello conducted 
escuela primaria for two of' the girls who vere not able to continue 
with the heavier institute studies. Hilma waa IllUoh concerned tor 
their spiritual welfare of theae girls who had cOOlS from Oathollo 
homes. 

All in all we had a good. Jrear at the lnstitite. Lturally we 
would like to have seen more ElJ?iritual growth but-we know that the 
Holy Spirit was workiru~ in our midst. For me it was a blessed year 
with many challengea to my ClU"istian lire. ~ experiences brwght 
me face to face with how desperately human and weak l am. What l 
often expeoted in to others, I found lacking in ·myself and had to 
cry unto the 14Jrd for mercy and ,-,.uidance. It was a real joy to work 

~ ' ~ with the Director, Pastor Olson and the\other f'ullr'r part time 
\ 



members of the faculty. I thank Jod for the opportunity of 
working with them end with oor Colombian young people or our InsUtuto 
B!Jlico CUltural. 

November was my vacation month• I spent about nine deys in 
Fusagasuga. 

I am ao glad for the opportunity to have been with Pastor and Mrs. 
Morek in V.edell{n fran late November to the present. Before, I 
had only vague ideas about their important work there but now 
knawii\~ it a little better, I can at least. prf1¥ mo~ apecifioally 
for the different individuals or t.he yout.h centre and oongrdgation., 
there. I thank the Morcks and the !41sn1c:n for this privilege of 
being in Medell!n. 

I thank all those who have helped to make t.his past year or 1952 such 
a blessed one. T.ruly I have reason to rejoice. 

Sincerely submit~d, 



195.3 proved to be a blessed year. After conference, t remained in 

Bogota. The Institute year began the first of M:u-ch with nineteen full-time 

and one pro-t time students. Three students dropped out during the first or 

middle part of the )Tear. During the coUBse of the year we had two da.ys of 

Alabanza y Consagracion, one of them in our church in Teusaquillo. Graduation 

exercises took place the first of November. 

Vacation Bible Schools were conducted from December 7 till Christrn1s, 

which were closed by a Christmr:J.s program held in the church. There were 

three schools in Bogota with about twenty-five children enrolled, in 

El Redentor, eighteen in Tunjaelito, ~ eleven in Gaitan with 
n -

Amira JimSnez, Olga Hora'~}~;eonilde J.1ontoya and Luella Rold8n,~ 
I look forward toward )a blessed ye~ o.f service in 1954. 



INSTITUTO BIBLICO - CULTURAL 

Report 195; 

Beginning the first Tuesday in March. 195!)1 and closing that f'iret of 
Novetlbtlr, the !Uble; Institute was given another bleeso<l yet.:r• "tie thank EJod 
for His cere i.n preventing serious Ulneae, extreme ceses of di.aciplir~e, et.c., 
As we lonk beck we Oanru"t but eay, 1Hitherto hath the; Lord helped us". 

Twenty students began the year with us and seventeen tiniahed. One young 
fellow dropped ou1. after two sontha, not being able, emotionally, to adjust 
himself' to Inat1'tut.& 11.f'e. Two irt.here drtpped out et the half of the yeer, 
one due to fi.nencial di.t'ficul tiea and the other not being able to uw.ke the 
grade echolaetieally. ~s. Quintero, who elao taught part time f'1ni8hed the 
two year Bible Oourme end vUl teach tull ttae ne~t year, and Jorge ~orzo/ 
completed thE: four year course and plena to go on studying in th~ Colegio 
Americano to finteh hh eecondery training. 

Five of the first year etu.denta were confirmed in October by Pastor 
Quanrud, the fbrl con1'irments in the new church. We are happy f·or the
dna~rity ~:.e.ni:f'estod by four of them and we pre)• thet, the fifth will 
become c~re e~A more oonectoue of his need of Christ and yield himself 
to Um. 

For the first ti~ we had an entrance exam which was an ei~ort to 
determine the tibilit.y of the student, elao to provide t.houe vho mcholeetically 
merited it, a half scholarship. Not. wanting to grant scholarehipe treely to 
tint. ye:~r st•;dente since eo maey request it, we round this a hopefUl solution 
to the pro~lem. W• aloo did away with much help given to upper etudentet paying 
them instead 25~ ani hour for their worL. lbl$ &eemeG to bring e more egreeable 
response fro!il the students. 

The Days ot ?TNfer and Praiee that ere held, ono- each seme-::ter, have proven 
or great be::efit. to the etudente. Of special bheein~ wss the. seriea of' chapel 
meaeagaa th8t ?eator D{ez, of PU£rto Rico, gave the t~ec:.mci week he wae in Bogot~. 
Beeidee theae the &!H.leial speakers 9ho have vielt6d us frot4 time to time have 
broug:tt much good t.Q u.s. 

l.gaiu we eet~ee/ thet there i.e need of the Lord leying Rh hand on young 
people, point them to devote their time to the study of Goo 1e Word. Therefore, 
ve ask our CO\'!Orkere to join ue in prayer that the students of F.ie ehooting will 
come for the year 19;4. 

The Inst. Director r:;em:ee th!lt much of the bleeeing of the pest yeer i.e 
due to God 'a grace f'irat of ell, then to the very fine cooperation t.hat he 
hae received from l~e Joyce Bergh, Matron, Miss Letieie Corzo and Mr.·Rodrigo 
Quintero, teachers, and to the trllUng help given by Pastor Quonrud in Cat~lohi.nt 
CleBs, Pastor Ostrem in ?ereonal Work, Mre. Helen Ostrem in sewing, end Mre 
Opal Olson in Engliah, 'f-y~ing, end Cooking. To lach one sptJcial thsnk.e: 

~!fly Timothy 1tS bleeaing: rest upon our young people - 1"lhou hast known 
the> Scriptures which are r.t :~: to meke thee vise unto salvation"· 

In Christ, 

Harold· L. Olson, 
Director 



ACTA DE Lh REUNION DEL COMITE EDUCATIVO DE LJ\ IGLESIA EVANGELICA LU
TERANA, EFECTUADA EL DIA 20 DE DICIEMBRE de 1.955. 

ASISTENTES Rev. Gerardo Ostrem - Presidente 
Rev. Arnfeld C. Morek- Director 
Srita - Joyce Bergh. 
Sr. Gustavo D. Rodr!guez. 

de 1 co'ijlite. 
del Institute B!blico 

Cultural. 

El Comito Educative de la Iglesia Evang!lica Luterana en Colombia, 
CONSIDERANDO la necosidnd de que la juventud que ha do dirigir ol 
futuro de la iglesia tcngn una prepnracion mas solidn y mns cxtcnsa. 

ACORDO Proponer al Concejo Administrative de la Iglesia Evangeli
ca Lutor~na la ampliacion del plan de estudios del Institute 3!blico 
Cultural de tal mnnera quo se ajustc mas al pensum oficicl dol bnchi
llerato a fin de que los grnduados do nuostro plantel puedan, medinnto 
lc prosontacion de los exnmonos que so oxijan, ingrosar on 91 4o. Afio 
de Bnchillorato. Esto sa har!a sin elimincr ningun curso B{blico. 

EL COMITE EDUCATIVO ancuontra quo ~ara podcr llevnr a buen t~rmino 
ln no~brada ampliacion dol plan do ostudios dol Institute B!blico 
Cultural, deberan resolverse, on forma satisfoctoria, las siguiontos 
dificultades : 

la- Dcbido a que nuostras Escuolas Pr~arins Rurales no han podido 
funcionar Gur0ntc los ultimos anos, auchos do los jovenos aspi
rantcs a estudiar en ol Institute llegnn sin huber torminado de 
curser al menos 4 nnos do prim~rin. Es nnturul que on oens 
condiciones se vean incapacitados de tomar las materius del . 
Pensum del Institute. Lo anterior se hu podido observnr en anos 
anteriores y se hur!u mas agudo el problema con ln nmplincion 
del plcn de estudios n que nos rofori~os. 

2o. El aumento clo trabajo har!n indis~~nscblo lu colaborucion do 
un profcsor mns. 

)o. LOGIOAMENTE ol PresuJuesto del Institute de~c numontarse en 
f0rmu proporcionnl a los nuovos gastos quo hnbr!n quo atendor. 

so:Jt.ICIONES PROPUESTAS 



Ea cJrfision 6vangelica Euferana en Golom6ia 
Jhe Oo!ombia 61Jange!ical Euferan JYlission of South cllmerica 

Y I.:;l Ccnsejo Administrative ?rovision:::.l de la Iglesia Evange'lica Luterc.na 
en Colombia D/RECGON TELEGRAI'JCA .. CELMOSA" 

ACUERDO PARA BECAS 

En el I::oillbre del Padre, y del Hijo, y del Esp!ri tu Santo. killen 

11 Proct.a"c.. con diligencia presentarte a Dios aprobado, como obrero que no 
tiene de que avergonzarse, que traza bien la Palabra de Verdad 11

• 2 Tim; 2115 

. "' "' d i' d 1 La Mision Evangelica Luterana et Colombia, per recomen ac on e 
Oonsejo ~dwinistrativo Provisional, y con ~revia aprobaci~n de la Junta de 
Misiones Forlneas de la Iglesia Evar~tlica Luterana, velarl per el estudio y 
el sostenimient~ del becado en la forma siguientel 

1. Pagarl los gastos de viaje par la v!a mls practice. y econo~ica. 

2. Oostear! la matr!cula y pensi~n en e: plantel de educacitn. 

3· ?roporcionarl tul pequeno aporte para gastos persona!es suministrados por 
el Director del Plantel y fijado su monte. por eate y el tesorero de la 
l•iision. 

4. Gestionara los arreglos para que el becado trabaje en la Obra del Senor 
durante las vacaciones. 

5o Se reservarl el derecho de retirar la beca en cualquier momentot si las 
circunstancias as! lo r~cieren necesario. 

6. Se advierte que ni la Misi~n ni el Oonsejo se rArln responsables per el 
empleo del becado al terminar tate sus estudios, perc si habr!a la 
esperanza que rAbr& campo y pcsibilidad de trabajo para el obrero en la 
nies del Senor, y siendo este el case y el obrero id~neo, se espera que 
por cada afio de estudio becadc, trabaje un ano en la Obra del Senor, y 
bajo el cuidado de nuestra Iglesia. 

7. Los miembros de estos cuerpos prometer&n velar en oraci~n por 
"' para que este sea adiestrado en todo para la Obra del Senor. 

se espera del becado que il de su parte prometerl ccnsagrarse 
estudics para su mejor aprovecho espiritual, as! como para el 
de la Obra. 

el becado 
Igualmente 
a los ¢ 
futuro 

Secretario del Consejo A. P. 
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ANOTHER YEAR AT I. B. C. 

Insti tuto Mblico-Cul tural is the name which was given in 1947 to the 

school \'Vhich in 1941 began its work of training teachers and. evangelists on our 

Colombia field. Four students completed their studies that year, two of which 

were married on their graduation day. 

The purpose of this school _is to train for Christian life and leadership in 

the congregation, prepare teachers for the elementary schools of our field, and 

to give a basic training in Bible and church leadership to prospective evangelists 

and theological students. 

Row has this school served our church? Of the 26 students who have completed 

the 4-year course of secular and Bible study offered, 15 are today in active work 

on our field as teachers, catechists and pastors. This number includes two pastors' 

wives. Several of them have the distinction of being imprisoned for their faith. 

One has been three times a "prisoner of the Lord•. 

Students who have attended from time to time without completing the course 

are with a very few exceptions active and intelligent members of our church. 

Since the author was connected with this school during its formative years, 

it was a challenging experience for him to be its director during the school year 

of 1956- in the absence of Pastor H:lrold Olson. Of the 28 students enrolled 

(largest enrollment-in history of school) 25 will finish the year and~three will 

be graduated. 

The school year closes with a graduation service in our church on October 31, 

on which date we will, of course, also commemorate the important events of the 

Lutheran Reformation. 

-Arnt"eld C. Morek 
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Our 81.ble inetitute in .So~otl, Jolambia began ita •chool year on Maroh 'tb, 
1956, w1 th an enrollment ot twent.J-•~ 10Un.J •n and waman. 'l'My were a 
proad.•1._ group and 1 th&nktKl ~od tor the privilege ot worltirl; with thule 
Oertaillly thq b&d OOD!e w tM Bible ln.Utute koauH they de•ir•d to •tucty 
Godl wor4 and to prepare tbe•elve• to ''"' IU.. better. A.a ti• nnt on it 
beoamc olev that tM motive• ot aoa were not ao olearly 4et1ned• ln ..,. Jtind 
a. queat1on olaored tor an fUlftel" 1 •ilt\1 ve tbty twret• 

Dealing vi th th1e group ••-• a new ezper1enoe tfW •• When a problem ot clUoip. 
liM voee 111 heart wu al""i1• Marched.. l r~ni.zecl tbat~they bad not bal:l 
the pr1Yil~t8 tthi.ob ft"CIII chilclboocl had been mtm. 11U,Y ot thai had had ocmtaot 
with tM goapel a ••ey abort ti•• The WlueDH ot the aooial attitude• were 
atr~. A 11tU• lyi~ or ewali~ were not oOMidered ft!"1«~• l'lGI' oluaecl u 
ein.U•ually the t&oulv deoiaion wu that they aoeded:.oounaeU~ " but in 
e4dition: -to that •ome dt...,,.aite punielaent muat be adDiiDieterede 

1tut prOblem of' the inf'luenoe Of .. ot• a.leo preaented it .. lt 1n our little 
group. ~ain • queation • •Have we tailed ae t.-eow• .a.nd ~idea?" lt wun( a 
u. for eaul tr1n41ng c.r or1 Uoiaa, but. .. che.lleqse to br1na t;Mr;. race to tao• 
with 30\ll truth. · 

Hown•r we aleo had anoouragi~ experience• during the eohool yev. W. ObsvvH 
•ome in the group ot at.ud.mt.o wbo were 5rowing iu oonTiction ancl unduatar4~ 
ot the truth, GodS truth• and we rejoia.d. we au growth in "naitiv1t¥ to •in 
- end we thanked 30de ons youi\J gir 1 retuaed to aooept the attantiona ot a 
Oathol1e young 111&11 baoauh to her be~ a .Jhrietian bed -~ and ~od atrengt.b
ened her with •*rength 1n he7 eoul. 

We are now busy making Jlrtf&r&tiOM ror another eohool yee.r. lt 1e our p~ 
that He IM1' .. net the atudenta ot Hie choiae and that in all thing• He _,. 
be gloritied. 
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t ereonal rteport - 1957 

n 0 give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfaot love endures forever"• 
fealm l)6f26. In the year 1957 we have again expt.rienced the mercy and faith
fulness of our Lord.We thank Him for the spiritual blessings we have received 
during the past year and also for protecting the students f.rom serious illness 
or accident. 

The enrollment in the Bible Inati tute dropped considerably from the previous 
year. The group was small and when four failed to return after the midyear 
vacation we were faced with a big 11whyli? Even the students seemed to sense 
something. There wasn 1t the usual laughing and talking as we sat down to 
meals. No one had anything to say. A little later another boy dropped out. 
We gathered that he didn 1t consider it worthwhile to devote so much time to 
Bible study. Time passed and with that the tension , and we came to realize 
that those who remained were doing better work than at the beginning of the 
year • .l- erhape it was for the general _sood that sozue had wi thd:rawn. 

Pastor Olson started eome evening classes for young leot.le who desire to p 
prepare themselves to serve the Lord 1 but who must work tor a living• A 
group of fine young men attended and were very avpreciative of this opportunity. 
At the present time the~e is under consideration an extention or the evening 
classes the coming year. The courses will include Jible studies and helps 
tor ~unday 2chool teachers and lay ;'forkers. There is ,;reat need of national 
leaders both in our Sunday Schools and Youn2: ieoples groupe. l1ey God 5rant 
us grace to recognize Hie ";reen li.;hts 11 as well ae His ''red lights". 

£\esrectt'ully aubmitted, 

~~---;...-J ccrneli~n 



~STITUTE REPORT 1957 

We thank God that again we have experieucecl the truth of the words of 
Paul to Timothy• seoond epistle. '116-17 - •m acri)ture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching. for repDoof 1 for correction. and tor training 
in righteousness • that the men of God D1l3:y be complete • eqllipped for f!l'(eey 
good work 11

• And we pray God that the Word that has been taught to the 
young people in 19571 may bring forth that t'rtait.. 

For the first time the c~rse was for 9 months, beginning the first 
of february and ending the last Sunday 6n October. It. ws.s the opinion 
of the faculty that in that way we could prepare JllOre fully' those who 
studied in the Institu.te. The 1"awltg for the ,ear •• Miss Oornelia 
Jensea, Miss Helen Garcia, Mr. Jorge Oorzo (graduate of 195'• who 
also finished his secondary training in the Oolegio Americano in 19!>6). 
and JD¥Hlf • Besides, Pastor Pallaanias Wilchoa taught the class in 
Oatechi111t1 Miss Luise Ericksson, piano, Mrs. Opal Olson, tning, English, 
and Personal Evsngeli•• 

There was a. drop in the number of stu.deDt.s t'rom the year before,~ 
partly perhaps to the raise in the bos.rd to 50 pesos. And in the middle 
of the year four lett us, two beoaase of doing poor work, two because of 
financial problems, and another ls,fter on dropped. out. But Awe certatnlJ 
can add that the 11 with which we finished the year, that almost all of 
the, did much better work the second semester. 

lt was an inspira.,.ion this year to see that several~ the majority 
of the students, were su.pport.ed by their parents.. or by relatives, brothers 
or sisters. This is something that we ww.ld like to encourage, as 1'\ 
gives a. great amOWlt of a& tiaf'a.ction to those who help a young person 
to improve himself, and it gives the young person more feeling ar independence 
than if he receives his support in part. from the Jaisa1on. Another inspiration 
was the result of tille Aace~ion Day, which was aet. aside for now and the 
future, to eelebrate the Day of the Institute. From reports that have come 
in from the various places they had a blessed ~. &nd 259.05 came in 
through the various of'terings for the L"1Stitute. We hope that the 
clay will soon came when the offerings on this apecial d.~ will be sufi'icient 
to pay the scholarships that a.re granted to students that neecl them. 

.IA.tring the year t.hree half' scholarships were givent one to Miss 
Lu!Mila Mendevelso, of the ~d year, who in return prepared the breakfasts 
at the Inst •• another to Mr. JoJ ~la, also et the ,rcl, who taught 
physical tra.irling at the Oolegio Oelco (our clllrch nlaool in Bogoti) 
and at the Inst., and a third to Mr. Horac1o Sierra., who ran erranq• 
but who dropped out from the Inst. in August. 

We as teachers feel considerable concern tor the Spiritual condition 
of the students. Having to teach more than half of the OCNrse in the 
secular subjects we oftentimes feel that we do not accompliSh spiri~a.l~ 
for the stu.dents that which we W"'-lld like to. For that reason we ask 
the prayers of all of' you. that the Word which we do sow in t.heir hearts 
may bring to completion the work that God wants to pedect in their 
minds and hearts~ 



Direcci6n Telegrafica: 
CELMOSA 

Telefono - 495-137 

INSTl'l'UTO BIBI_..ICO-CULTtJRAI ... 
CALLE 79 NO. 9-77 

HOGOT A, COLOMBIA 

INPORME - Aflo 1957 

Apar!ado Aereo 49·80 
Apartado Nacional 2916 

Damos gracias a Dios que otra vez hemos podiclo experimentar la verdad 
de las palabras de San Pablo a Timote~, en la segunja ep!atol.a, '116-17, 
1 Toda Escri tura es inapirada divinamente 1 1ft.11 para enseft.e.r, para recla rgflir 
para corregir, para 1nst1tu1:n1r en justicia, Para que el hombre de Dioa 1ea 
perfecto, enteramente instru!do para toda buena. ebra1 • I pedimos a Dios 
que la Pal~bra sembrada en los jovenes en 1957, llev~ tal truto. 

Por pr1m.era vez el afio era de m.eve aeaes, empezando el primer de 
tebrero 1 termineddo el 'ltltimo domingo cle octubre. "'' la opini&n d.e la 
Facultad que as! se puecle preparar mejor loa que eatudian en el Inst. 
La Faculta4 durante el afto era la srta. Cornelia Jensen, la srta. Helena 
Garcia, el sr. Jorge Corso, 7 IIU senidor. A . ....U el Pastor Ulches dieS 
las clases cle 8ateai11101 1a srta. Luisa ErikuoD, pieno, 1 la sra. Opal 
cle Olson, mecanogrld'!a j, ln&l'•• '1- evangeliao personal. 

Vimos una ca!da en el mfm.ero de loa eatudiantes en comparasi6n con 
el afio anterior, tal vez, por haber alzado 1a peaaicSn a 50 pesos por •s• 
l en la mitad clel &flo unos wu.a.tro salieron, 7 otro .4.11 tarde, por divereas 
razones, de jlndonos con 11 estucliantes al nn. Pero se puede deair q11e la 
coneagra.oicm al estudio cle oaai t.odos 11 era 1a0ho mejor que en el primer 
scestre. 

Una inspiraci6n en el &flo era. Ter que tantos de los estudiantes 
eran aostenidos en aus estudios por sus pad.res, ol otros por sus pariantes. 
lata •• una coea que clebemos si•pre empujar, no eolaaente porque los que 
&JUdan reciben aierta eatiaf'accicm en el adelanto de otrja persoaa, pero 
la persona 111 .. p~ sentirse m«s independiente, si la_beca o &'f'lda no 
Tiene de la misl&n. Otra inapiracicSn era el resulta4o d.el d!a. 4e Ascensi6n 
que ahora ha sid.o apartado como tie.ta del Inst1 tuto. H•os recibido de 
loa diatintoa luga.rea noticiu de bendioicSn en aquel cl!a.. Aclemta unoa 
259.05 tueron dadoa en las otrendas de eata tiest.a. Ojal~ que prODt.o 
llegar!a. el d!a cuando las otrendu cle tal t1eata pagarfan las beoas 
que eon ooncedidas a los eatudiantea flue las neoeaitan. 

' 
lbrante el afio tees becaa de la mita4 tueron aonaeclieaet una 

a. la srta. wzmila, quien tielmente prepar& los de~· en el Inst., 
el eefior Joa4 Ayala, quien Jenaefio bien la edacaci6n t!aioa en el 
Oolegio Oeloo de BogottC 1 eu el Inetitut.o, 'I el seflor Horao:lo Sierra, 
quien ayud6 en unaa cliligencias, pero aali& d.el Inat. en agosta. 

liosotros, loa profeaores, sentimos m.cho cuidado por la vida esp1ritual 
de los estudiant.es. Siendo que tenemoa que ensefiar materia& secularee sentimos 
que no alcanzamos lo que queremos con elloa. Por eso, lea pedimoa sus 
oraciones al Seiior para que la Pala.bra aembracla. pueda llevar a cabo la obra. 
que Dios tuere perteccionar en el corazcSn 'I en la mente de cada. jOY~• · 

En Cristo, 

\~ J ( (}R~---



lHSTITUTO BIBLICO ,..; OULTU&L 
Report 1959 

At the close of' the school year one f'Bels like repeating with the Psalmist~ 
*O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good and his mercy endureth forever* • 
f'or one realizes that it has been because of that mercy that the teaching staff 
and the students have been kept from serious illnesses, accidents, and 41tf'iculties 
that could so easily mar the schbol year, that because of His mercy one is able 
to teach and see the fruits of that labor in the lives of' several of the students. 

With fifteen students we finished the year, start.ing with 17. It was thought 
that two girls could keep on and do the work, but after the f'irst two months we 
realized that that was impossible and they were transferred, one to the school 
in Sogamoso and the other to BogoU, where they have done well. It makes us 
as a tacu~i .... realize that we have to be mnre rigid in our entrance exam, in 
permitttng7itudents to go on who have been doing well in the exam. 

It. has been a blessing to work with the present faculty and thanks to God 
we have sensed a good spirit. among us and each has contributed to the good of 
the school. I have felt that there has been a sincere desire to be of help to 
the students in whatever ~ that that could be done. Especially has it been 
good to see tht way Miss Leonilde Mont.qya, 6naer Miss Belva Nerlien 1 s guidance, 
has assumed he~ole as matron and mother to the girls. She hns managed well 
the kitchen and even though some of the girls have not wanted to obey her in 
genera_! she has commanded respect and ohedi..,.. 

For the first time w sent out groups of' students to visit the different. 
congregation• and we :f'ound that it. resulted in much good as it gave the people 
in the dif'f'erent places the opportunity to see~ hear, and lmow our students~ 
and we also felt that the students came back with a better understanding of 
the work and the needs in the different places. We hope to be a\le1 however, 
to send them out in more separated trips and not. bunched at the end of the 
year as was the case this last year. 

Two .lliblH conf'erenoes were held in the field during the year, one in Tunja 
nnd the other in Sogamoso and in both places the response was most encouraging. 
It is hoped that there will be an opporblnity to have such in all the other 
songregations during the year so as to give to the ctnlrches the benart't of the 
study of the ~ord of God and to provide a closer relationship between the Inst. 
and the congregations and especially tl:e you.r.g people in them. 

\'11th ?astor l-iorck, Miss Nerlien and ~~. ~drie-tez assisting another 
Night School of the Institute was held in the Aulas Normann. The response 
wa.a good even though the .attendance was rather spasmodic. We raise the 
ClUestion !if it mi[;ht not be better to offer the services of the Inst. to 
the congregation and that a sfrid&dy be worked oat together with the pastor 
so that it becomes a more intfegral part of the congregation and not 
just a project of the Inst. 

As things stand now there seems to be a good interest on the part of 
other ycun;'; people to come and study and that is encouraging. We pray 
and solicit your prayees that this year may be one of' developnent, of 
decision, and of consecration to Christ. on the put of those who come 
to study t'lith us. \fe have sensed and it is Glr growing conviction that 
the lnstttute will fulfill its p~rpose only in so f"ar as we help those 
who come to study there to know Vni-ist as their Saviour and want to live 
their lives for Him. 

Harold L. Olson, 
Director 



'PRA.PPED BY LANDSLIDE 

Arnf'elcl c. v:orck 

We (five students from the :Sible School at BogotA and the writer) had presented 

the scheduled. program in El Goouy on behalf of the 11Insti tuto B!blioo-Cul tural" 

Friday evening. Saturday we continued on to Chiscas, another mountain town accessible, 

until a. year ago, only by mule trail. r.'e held our breatll and prayed as we crept 

along tho edt;e of the precipice to pass recent small landslides. A bridge close to 

the town had collapsed from the rains. The station wagon had to be left and our 

baggage, inoludb1g the movie projector, carried into to~n. 

That night the courtyard of' the big old mission house was jammed with townsfolk 

who had come out to see "Martin Luther" on the screen. 

At midnight a tropical downpour broke out of the skies and kept on mercilessly 

until nearly daybreak. The fitful moments I slept were harrassed by dreams of 

driving precariously along dizzy precipices amid falling rocks and sliding earth! 

Trying to persuade ley"sel:f I was net tired, I rose for an early breakfast, made 

a sick call ani prepared for the student program at 9:00 a.m. and Communion Service 

at lOaOO a.m. These were well attended and it was again a rich experience to preach 

the Word and administer the Sacrament to appreciative oountr.y folk. e On schedule we sat down to the noon meal exquisitelt:"prepared by our hostess; 

Miss Helen Danielson, ef~ioient and hard-working parish worker at Chiscas. On 

schedule we were prepared to leave at 12 a30 with twelve hours grinding travel between 

us and Bogot~. 

!hen began our unscheduled imprisonment among these otherwise superbly beautiful 

mountains. "The road is blocked"; was the report of a man who had come through on 

foot. Fording a swollen stream we drove out to see the landslide and try to estimate 

the length of our delay. 

Another bridge had given way, and, blocking the road at the most breath-taking 

curve on the lip of the yawning ~on was a rook the size of a transport van 

surrounded by others less imposing. 

The nagging disappointment of not being able to meet class schedules and other 

important engagements in :Bogot'- was considerably meliorated by the thanksgiving 

which welled from our hearts at the thought of not being pinned under that mass 

of rook! Trucks that had left the town Saturday night had gotten through, but we, 

because of our Sunday morning schedule, were trapped! 

How long would it take dynamite, picks, shovels and humart muscles to open the 

~ road and build a provisional bridge? A bulldozer, immobilized since a year ago, 



Trapped by La.ndal ide 2. 

was being repaired. When it began to nose into the obstructing earth at our end. 

ot the road our hopes rose. But toda;y it has not been working. More repair needed. 

So we wait: It only vro knew how long! 

'l'he news is good tonight, Wedne9d.~! A jeep oame in f'rom the outside together 

with the road crew, and. a truck got out (we think) bef'ore dark. Tomorrow by day

light this driver will venture upon that treacherous road with his precious "cargo" 

of five young Christian students. Oh Ood, give us a saf'e journey, for Jesus• sakeo. 

Amen! 

Though these dqs of' "imprisonmerrt~ have dragged on w1 th a sense of :frustration 

and uneuiness, they have not been wasted. Miss Danielson's gasoline appliances 

work perf'eetly now. 'l'he students hri.ve "pra.otioe-taught" in the ~ocal schOol, 

conducted devotions w1:ih the children, made visits, plS¥~ ball-with the police 

and others in the tawn square, and made t'rieDds. Last .night we showed the "Luther 

Film" again and moat of' the crowd atqed for a brief' devotional service. . 'l'od.ay' the 

students sang :for eigh~ar-old, aUillg Grandraa WUohes and she received 

1 Holy Communion. 

In &1.1 it has been a px-ofitable visit to Chiaoaa and would have been altogether 

pleasant had this good: not beea toroed. upon us. :But we slowly learn to give thanks 

for all things, especially for the open.!J:tg of' a blocked road. We ._lieve other 

roads are being opened - road.a and bridges to the hearts of men who atand 1n need. 

ot the message of Ood*s Son, who is the Wq, the ~th and. the Lif'e. 



LITERATURE REPORT 
1948 

Voi Luteranas 

The paper has been published bi-monthly excepting that the t'irst isBUe of the 
year covered three months according to Conference decision. It has been printed on 
12 pages excepting the Christmas issue and tr..a.t of the Ja.nuar~February, 1949, issue 
{now at the printers) which have 16 pages • 

. ·. Harold Olson and Belva Nerlien repla,oed Rev. & Mrs. Thoresen as "redactores " .. 

LiteratUre Committees 

The Literature Committee has met three times during the year to consider, 
distribute and report on the assignments given by last Oont'erence. 'The f'ollowing 
.minutes of the Literature Committee meet1ng 1 December 1;, Bogota, wit~ in{tica.te the 
progress or the works 

Meeting op~ed with prayer. 
Works reported translated I 11Listening to God •, Grade IV, Children •a part trans

lated by Evalina. Oaldwell. •From De~th Unto Lite•, Grandlund, translated by Gustavo 
Rodriguez and others. ~ow to Persuade and Win Roman Qatholics~ translated by 
Juan Montoya. Sooial group games translated by Hildur Morek. WO!tL I l11• • 1 -:ur 
R Si 1 •• One· tract. translated by Thoresen, "I ·want to Go With You, ''Hallesby. 

Missionaries have been acquainted with the needs of photographs for the editing 
of' the Grade III SUnd~ School book and have been asked to cooperate in gathering same. 

Several hymns have been translated and collectedt .Three choruses written by 
Antonsen, a comnuru on hymn and a baptismal hymn tzoansla:~ed· by Nerlien, t'ive hymns 
translated by Morek (one a Christmas bym), eighteen. Ad.vent, Christmas and Bp1pha.n¥ 
hymns selected trom existing Spanish :Wtheran ~a. 

Five chapters of "March of Faith • translated by Professor Bernal, 'l'U."lja. "'nfant 
Baptism and Adult Conversion" is being worked on. 

Stump's catechism already translated by "El Testigo 11 ... to be published in 1949 
and a copy of' l!l8.nusoript to be sent us by ~ Testigo •. 

Voted.r '!bat we recomr:;end to the Conference that Thoresen replace Z.lorck as 
dlrector of the paper and ll.endenhall replace OlsonJ also that Il'an."ly Jimenez e~rve as 
"redactora 11 in addition to Mendenhall and .Nerlien. 

There thus remain of the works approved for translation at last Conference 
the followings "Under His Wings •, "Ten Studies in rers~ Evangelism •, 11Bible 
Teachings", "March of ?aith" (except for five chapters), "'n:f'a."lt Baptism & Adult 
Conversion• (to be completed), and No. III of the Sund~ School series. 

It was decided by the Executive Committee in October to print an edition of 
the "El Testigo • version (u.L.o.) of the catechism in Bogot.a due to the difficulty 
and del~ ot' ordering copies from Puerto Rico. '!'be printing has not been done yet 
for lack of a preface to be written by the. Literature Director. 

We recommend consideration of change ot name f'or the paper by the Conference. 

We urge all missionaries and nationals to use their God-given talent and 
inspiration for the production of Spanish ~s and other works. There is a dearth 
or baptism and communion hymns. But remember to check existing hymnals before 
following your inspiration through the translation of an entire hymn only to discover 
that it has already been translated, as some of us have experienced. 

Respectfully BUbmitted, 

/ : ,,.v'/: ·~~- >'j·: c ,""-",:.c ·,-;r. .::_·r~• ~.-::12 ~· }!~~~t, '~· 
u... .-;' > 

/ 
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195() 
I 

An all-Lutheran Oonf'erence on Spanish Literature and l ublication met in 

fuel~to Rico ~ 1-5, 1950, under the ausl>ioea of the Oontinuiflb oommitt.ee on 

Spanish luhlioation -of the ULCA. 

Delegates from the l!.:iesouri Synod, the ULOA, the ALO, and the ELO-UELO mission 

fields and boards participated. The delegatee were as followsl 

ALO - laetor Alvin H. Koehler, Director of l<X!xican Hissiona, San Juan, Texas; 

ELO-Ui::LO - 1 astor Arr&eld o. Borck 

ULGA, .1\merican Board - la.stors Wm. C}. Arba.tlgh, board eecretar-.7., Santurce, l:uerto 

P..iooJ Leopoldo Caban, writer, lort Jai':'ereon, r;.y.; Francisco lt.olina, ll.eeior.ary, 

Rl:o Iiedre.s, .t-.n.; Eduardo H.oig, minaionary, Eontefloreo, 2an Jua.."l, };.?.., 

Jaime ::;oler, ciaeionary, l~ew York, r;. Y. 

ULCA, 5'oreign aoard -

l actors ~Im. A. Dudde, oieeion:u-:;, Bueno a .Uree, .Argentina; f.errJa..'l L. Jilbert, 

Board Secretary, New York, l:.y.; Jonas Villaverd'J, mieeiona:r;,·, 3lenoe Aires, 

Arsentina. 

~1orld liseion J:re;;er Le::1..;:.H3- Hiss Ruth Tearle, La :az, Jaja (}!'a., l.exico (absent}. 

'Tise ~iorld l.iesion ~rsyer Lea:;uc l:M pla.·1.r.:ad -to se:1d. l:iss ~:~u. Temple as ita 

delegate~ but wC:: to our regret we received ~1ord that ebe :;:,:.:_ her collea.:.;ues 

had beec forced to flee out of' :.exico due to a wave o:' t:croecution., a.."ld con-

aequently coold not attend. Tt.tey ·fiere able to save sor.~e of' their belongin_;s, 

among other things U;.eir recently-purcha.ced :r-rintir~ }resa. At tt.e time of 

wri tin:, Lise Telilple waa in Los t'in,:~eles. Svecial r:ra.yer wa.o o::'£'ered at the 

1-ucrto .i.i.ioo Con:'erelJCe for ':Jue Dlieeion and also for o:;r OolO!:l)ia lJ.asion. lt 

was 5ood to sense how deeply our brethren of' tte o ~.her synod a feel with us in t.hie 

ti;;.;e of' crisis an:l aetrba.cko. 
I • I 



All-Lutheran Literature conference -2 

An unusual spirit of unanimity ar.d pur.r-oseful enthusiasm wae senaed among 

tl:is eo varied a group o.: delegates f'rom all of the S,ynoda working among Spanish

speaking peorle from l\ew York to Buenoe Aires, who f'or the first time in history 

met to consider the urgent need for more ef'f'ective coordination of ef'fort in the 

production and. circulation of Spanish Christian literature. rapers were presented 

by delegates on tr..e various aepecte of' Chris~an literature, radio, audio-vieua.l 

aids, etc. 'lbe needs and fossihle ways o:' meeting them were considered in f'ree 

discussion. -,.;e submit here only a .surm:.;ary of tr..e r.:..ndin5o and resolutions of' the 

Conference. 

A resolution was prepared to be su3mi tted to the i~.t:oerican 3ijle Society 

requesting the revidon of' tl:e widely-uoea. sr,anish Reina.-Va.lera version of' the 

bible and the preparation of a version in modern sreeeh of' t.he Old Test.e.:ment t.o 

accomra.ny in one volutle t.he · e:::cellent Spaninh American version of' t.he New Taetaoent 

already in. use. 

The desirability of' a common LutU!ra.n eyrmal for Latin America was also cis

cussed with great interest, and recognized by all delegates. 

The Conference also recognized 'b.s a dedrahle ultimate goal the establieh

L~nt and maintenance of." a joint Spanioh editorial of."f'ice by the several Lutr..eran 

hodiec oonduct.in.~ mesionary work al.1l0r.g Spanisl; .l.merioane., thi.:: of'.f'ice to }reduce 

original 'rrorks and trannlatione in t:1e Sr.anish lan::;u:>.ge 1 01 eratir"-:; under rules 

and cond.itiou.s to .Je agreed u1on., ti:.us coordinatin.:; tho 1:ro_;ram o.f Lutheran 

publication in tt-..is field ani overoOlJin_;; ef'.feotively the duplieation~of" effort. 

and the other shortcomings that cbaracterize the present 9i tuation. 11 

FUrthermore, until thie can be attained, immediate coordination in the w~ 

of inter-mission consultation and the circulation of' r.J£U1Uscrir;ta for critical 

reading bef'orc pu!:Jlication will eliminate much of' the '1U;.lication of el'.f'ort and 

insure wider distribution of pu'Jlications. 

-.'\rnf'eld :~. ~ orck 



To Celmosa Conference, January 1951 

Ready for publication (nearly): Infant Baptism and Adult Conversion ~y Eallesby. 
~he ~s. is being read by other ~utheran missions, whose su5gestions will be 

compared before the work goes to the press. 

'A'Orks translated "in rough" 

1. Sveraruf'S Explanation of ~uther's Catechism (Question-Answer ~ype) 
:t~ .t.rticle for Tract: "Did the ..1postles ?ractice Infant Baptism?''• by .A.M.. Stone. 
3. Famphlet: ~now to Persuade acd Win Roman catholics'', publication of the Scrip

ture Truth Society. 
4. l'ext Part of "Listening to God .. , Grade Four S1mday fchool .Book, .ti.ugsburg Series. 
5. ".From Death unto :.ife" by c.o • .Zranlund. 

hymns: 

1. Built on the Rock 
2. ,:Zod's Nord is our Jreat Heritat:.re 
3. Christ is Risen (In use no.v. :ome of them need retouchin5) 
4. A Babe is Born in .Bethlehem 
5. Jesus Christ is Passing By 
6. 0 Jesuc Blessed ~ord To thee 
7. ~bide ~rnong Us, ~e Impore ~hee 
8. From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 
'='• ::::nme Ghoruses 

Works begun: 

1. The <11arch of Faith, 11.ugsburg Series. 
2. Ten Etu..:1ies ir; Personal Evangelism by Gornitzlm. 

'/,orks recommended and approved for translating: 
£ 1. Under His ~ings by Eallesby. 
~z. u dilly ~evotion book {to be selfected) • 
.- ~'>. i-. Biograpr..y .:>f Luther, of the calibre of Bainton's ·•.cere I Stand'', (tel be seliected) 

t.--- 'i.. ;, godd c.hurch history l to be sel,ected} 
r 5. "rhe Church o~ thtd Livin.:; :..ord'' oy :.ur;deber-5. (Co!lJroentary on Ephesians) 
P 6. ··~be Gospels'' by Ylvisaker. 
~ 7. "Faith, Eope and Love" by ca.r 1 13. Y l vi sa.Ker \On James, I Fei:er and I John) 
t---8. "Bible Banlibook'' by H.B. Halley. 

9. "the Religious Philosophy of "E"6ren Kierkegaa.rd'' by R. :rhomte. 
10. FreparatioL of bU6sourg £.r. Series to be pospomed in view of the fact that the 

complt:te Concvrdla :Series is now ava.ilalile in Spanish. 
11. ''Feople are Asking" by :.alton. 

Reco:-r.mended: 
1. ~he preparation of material on the .Vorship Service, Christian ~ymbolisrr., etc. 
G• The publication of a periodical or periodicals after the order of ''4 cr.umu and 

"The 0hristian Parent", in cooperation wi t.h ::>ti:..er Lutheran .Missions or organi
ations. 

~·. t:eeded: Hymns, ~ermons, Biographies, .Recordings, Dound films, Zlides, eoc. 

RespectfUlly submitted, 

;.rnfeld .:.:hairman 

r I I 
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LlTEhATUi..E EE.POnT C0!~1-

~rinted in Bogota: 
::ix sermons by ;:;r. ,.,'alter Maier iSpanish} 

~anuscrips of other Lutheran missions read: 

1. ".Bible Teachings", by Stump 
z. Explamation of Luther's catechism by Stump 
3. The ~ife of Luther by Stolee. 
4. "Prayer" by Rallesby tin part) 



t«>RXS PRIJTED: 

LI'l'ERA!URE COMMiftD JlJ:PORT 
for 19!)1 

1. 11 Ventan11las", by nwitter, 2nd edition (Tipograf:!a Uni6n) •••• 
2. 11El Bautismo y la Convers16n", by Ballesby (Mnmdo a1 D:!a) ••••• 
3· "Alabanzas" - collection of ~s with order of s~rvice 

for provisional use on field • • • • • • • • • • 

'l'RANSLA.'l'IONS: 

/ 

10,000 copies 
3,000 II 

2,000 .. 

We are sorry to report that due to the pressure of work other than that of 
literature, scarce]Jr any" translation has been done. Mu.ch time has been spent revising 
our translation of Rallesby' s '*Prayer" which vas dou too hastily. We are comparing it 
carefully with the original Norwegian. but there is still lllllCh. work to be done on this 
MS. · Our translation of "People are aald.ng", by Milton, is being read by- critics. Like
wise, a tremendous. amount of time went into the preparation of the h,.mn collection. 
Hovever, a fev b)1rlns vere translatecl and written during the year and are included in 
the book: 

"Alt!simo 7 Eterno Oreador" - ACM 
"Cristo s6lo en ru.do Monte" - H.L. Olson 
"Es tu Palabra, 1111. Seiior11 - ACM 
"Graba en m1 alma tu semblante" - AOM 
11 U>s ojos de tod.os esperan en T1" (table prqer) - ACM 
"Per tu benigno don" (for offering) - .ACM 
"S:!, yo s,, seguro estoyl' (ehorous) - Gerhard Ostrem 

DISTRIBUTION: 
The folloving orders.lulve been placed by other lldssiona outside of Colombia 
(Bookstore report will cover sales in Colombia): 

"Venta.nillas": 
Librer!a llmmanuel, WMPL, Bolivia • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . . 
Ruth Temple, lflfPL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
.Andr's Melendez (Concordia Publishing House, Missouri S7nod) •••• 
("Tipograf{a Un16n" has filled directly quite large orders of 

this booklet) 
"m :Bautis_, y la Conversi6n11 : 

Librer!a Emmanuel, WMPL, :Bolivia • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Andr's Mel,ndez (Concordia Publishing House, Missouri Synod.) • • 
A.H. l'oeller (.ALC - Texas) • • • • • • • . . . . 
Wm. G. Arbaugh {ULO- Puerto Rico) ••••••••••••• 

"La. 1en1 tud del E :!ri tu Santo•: 
Lutheran Laymen~s League Missouri Synod) •••• 
E.J .Keller (Missouri Synod. Argentina) . . . . . . . . . 
Librer!a Emmanuel, WMPL, :Bolivia ••••••••••••••• 
Ruth Temple, WMPL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Harry Smith (Missouri Synod, Texas) • • • ••••• 

Y~ "'"1 \10RlCS 'l'lWlSLATICD :BUT IDT R:r.A.DY ro PRIH: 
Q?~.-cf;.:ti-<R .1. 1. Sv~1 s "Explanation of Luther'• Catechis_. 

. . 

IJ 2. Pamphlet: "Row to persuade 8J'!il win Roman Catllolics" 
1 1 3· Text part of "Listening to God11 • Grade 4 SS book, Augsburg series. 
v 4. "J'rom Death unto Life", by C.O. Grandlund e 1 5· "Prqer11 by Hallesby 7 6. "People are Asking", by- Mil ton 

125 copies 
25 II 

50 • 

10 " 
750 • 
200 .. 
600 n 

• f .. ·_ 



Li tera.ture Committee Report, 1952 2. 

\OllKS B:roUN: 
It; 1. "The March of Fai th11 , .lugsburg s.s. Series 
Lf 2. 11 Ten Studies in Personal Evangelillll.,, by Gornitzka 

l«>RICS APPROVED lOR TRANSLATION: 
/(: 1. ~Under His Wings: by Hallesby" 
5 2. 1 dail:r dewtionaJ. book (to be selected~ 
If 3· A :Biograph7 of Inther (!here is a speci~ fund for this project). Bainton's 

book is not being translated in Argentina as we were made to understand. 
Stole• • a should soon appear. 

~-- 4. A good Church History (Unconfirmed report that Q.ual.'ben is being translated by 
Missouri Sj'nOd, Argentina). · 

1.::2.. 5· tt'l'he Church of the Living Lord,. (Commentary on l'phesians), by Lundeberg 
'7.::. 6. lt!rhe Gospels'* (Couuaenta.ry and trar.>Jl)"), by nvisaker 
/) 7· 11Filith, Hope and Love" (on James, I Peter & I John), by l'arl :B. nvisa.ker 
// 8. ul3ible !Iandbook", by H.H. Halley 
13 9. Egermeier's Bible Stories • 

..3 10. Writing of a. pamphlet on the meaning of the wrship service, etc. 

REOOMMENDATIOliS '1'0 OO:NFERENClil: 
1. 5!h.at _,re emphasis be placed on the Literature Program. 
2. '!'hat Conference list the works already translated, those begun, and those 

approved for translation, in order of preference as to the urgency with which 
the;r are needed, taking into consideration alao t-lte size of the works (some 
will take years of "'Crk .at the rate at which we are going). 

3· We recommend -.,re extensive use of ttor1entac1ones 11 , publi11hed by the ULC Co:aunittee, 
for use in auxiliary societies of the Church. 

4. We recommend, also, ~re extensive use of "Luz Cot1d1ana", d&il7 devotional 
prepared by the same Committee. Jld.itor C~ welcomas contributions in the 
wr1 ting of these monthly publications. 

5· That we continue to strive for all-Lutheran cooperation in the folloWing: 
a. !o prol!t)te the production of Spauish records, sound film, a.nit other 

audio-visual Aidw;. 
b. Preparation of a common Lutheran liJrmnal vi th nu.sic ed1 tion. 
c. ChilU'wa' s and )'tluth D~&&&zine, and other periodicals. 

6. We recommend the calling of an all-Lutheran Conference • which these and the 
many other matters pertaining to literature J11a3r be thoroughl.y discussed and 
promo ted • 

Respectf'Ul.17 subm:i tte4, 

~'-t~' L. f kt--v~ f 
Arnfeld C. Morek, Chairman 



Cert1~1co bajo juramwnto que los ve1nt1c1nco paquetea de l1broa 

que deepacho cont1enen cada paquete tre1nta 11bros de t!tulo 

"El Baut1em y La Conversion" p:>r el Dr. o. Halleaby traduc1do 

al castella.no por el SePior Gustavo Ro4r!guea l'i. • 1mpr1m1doe 

en Colombia. Oon del valor de cuarent.a centavos DDneda Colom-

b1ana oosto de 1mprenta s1n valor comero1al. 

Bogota, 
25 de septiembre, 1952. Flrmado 



:_~ ~t~~M:~-
-·: .. ~-\?~\:--.· 

--... -~ 

/_:.:: 

Cert1f:1_oo bajo juramento que los~ paquetes 4~ libros 

que de~ll&Cho contienen libros de t!tulo -"£1 ~aut.ismo y La 

Convetslon" por el autor Dr. o. H&llesby. tra«iUC1do al 

castellano por el~ Gust~vo D. Rodriguez y son 1mprime

dos en Colombia. ~ paquetes contienen ve1nticinco libros 

y cinco cont1enen ve1nt1 11bros. Son del valor de cuarenta 

centavos moneda colombian& cada 11bro costo de 1mprenta, sin 

valor comerc1al. 

Bogota, 
29 de dic1embre de 1952. 
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LITl!B.Aro:RE DimS OF LA!.'IK-.AMERICAli 
Im1[ElWJ PilllLDS 

la&gestions listed bY' Pastore Rerminio D£az and Anr£ eld Morek, Medell!n. 
October 19. 1953. for the consideration of those who are interested. 

1. 8uD4q Sclx>ol •terials - a complete .,..tea. (Concordia series good 'but too 
lbl1ted.) 

2. Vacation :Bible School material. 

3· .Children and ,outh J!188az1nes - like ·~ Chwl". 

4. "orientaei6n11 ahoul.d be improved. and. enlarged. 

5· Youth programs -A program 1Dwn•a.l 'tor latheraa TOUth groups. published quarterly. 

6. !raots. 

8. A good church history. --Qnal'ben is being translated by Prof. Keller of Concordia 
Semln.a17. Buenos Aires; •'!'en Studies• by' :Bruce, is being 
translated 'b7 ltr. Correa, Medell!n, OoloDibia.-

9. Common ~. -Revision and eDlargement of •m Manual de Oulto Cristiam• 
vi th Jlb.Sic edition.-

10. A good clmrch paper for all Latin .Perica - ll)nthly. 

11. Materials for women•s lllissionary societies. 

'12. Materials for Brotherhoods. 

13. J.udio-visual aids. 

14. A Spanish dogmatics (Jacoba is being traulated bY' llditor Oabanl. 

15. MOre devotional literature. 



--------
- Acta de OrganizacUn -

LWAR Y lJOBAa 

En la caaa del Rdo • .Arnfeld c. Morek. en la cludad de Medell!n, 
a laa 5 P.M. del d!a de 28 de lfovlem'bre de 1953, u eteotuO una rewl115n 
eapeolal de alguDOa paetorea e~laDa con el tin de oharlar alp 
trObre en relacltfn con los probleae de la lltc-atura ew.ndlica en la 
Re¢b11ca de Colcm'bla. 

ASIST.ImOIAc 

Aaletleron a eeta reuni&n loa Rdca. Arnf'eld c. Morek, de 1a 
H. Mia16n Luteran&. WS.lllam J. Davia, de la H. M1e16n Metodlata 
Wes1878DA~ .forge lH.ddulph, de la H. Mla14n Interamerlcana; Roberto 
Lazear y Arlstomeno Porras de la H. M1816n Preabitvlana. Taldblen 
ae1atlcf el Sr. 13. ~s de la lgleala Iatarana. 

ORGAlliZACIOlla 

Despu'• de una animada charla aobre laa necesidad.es dQ la 
Llteratur._ Evang'llea en Colo1!1b1a ee vttf la neceaidad de organiza:r 
un Coml t' lfaclonal e Interdenom1Dac1onal, con el fin de geeti.onar y 
uesorar la pq.bllcacUn de llb:roa e'fBIIdllcos en F.apafiol. A este 
Comlt' ee dieS el nom'bre de 11Comlt6 Interdenominaclonal de Literature 
~'llca en Colombia." 

pniKJ:ltOS AotmUX>Sa 

J!ln. eata renn16n constlt.u7ente, despu&s del acuerdo de la 
orgru:dzac16n, se toaron loa slgu.lenteec 

(1) La Junta Dlrectlva de ftta CoJII.slcSn qued6 eonatitu!da en la 
slguiente tormaa Rdo. Arnteld C. Morek (pres1dente): Rdo. Arlstomeno 
Porras (Secretarlo); Rdos. Roberto LaHal', William J. Davia y Jorge 
:B1ddulph, ., cal ea. 

(2) Se autorb6 al. Sr. Presidents, para adelantar la pub11cae14n 
del llbro •oRACl'Olf'l, obra del ~e&logo Jloru.,., Dr. o. Hal.lee)y, cu)os 
manuserltoe se hallan ya en Espanol. 

(3) Se autorir.cS la pnblieac14n de este heche en la prensa •V&.ll&'lica 
de Colombia. 

Se le'ftmtd la reun1.6n a l.aa 6 7 .eli& P.M. con 'Wlll oraciASn dirlgida 
por el Rdo. Wlllt.am J, Davia. 

/t/ Arnteld c. Morek 
Arnteld c. Morek 

Prealdente 

ltf A· Porras p. 
A. Porras P. 

Secretario 



THE 11REBI.RTH 11 OF A BOOK 

Obviously our present use of' tm word "rebirth" ia not exactly orthodox. :aut we are 
afraid that. no one woold read this little article if its title were "The Translation 
of' a Bock"• 

One of the greatest haniica.ps utrler which the missionary labors ia the laok of good 
Ohristian literature in the language or the people ha serves. Latin America has been 
no exception in this respect. In spite of a century, more or lese, of' I·rotesto.nt work 
here, there is a deplorable lack or all types of evangelical literature 1n Spanish• 
If we narrow the field to that or lut.hera.n literature, the lack is still more keenly 
felt. 

The f\ttUre, however, looks considerably brighter with the orea.ticn of' literature 
committees umer the different synods and missions and with more effective cooperation 
among these committees. However, more full-time writers and translators are needed. 

Few people who have not actually worked e.t. it realize hoW much time and effort goes 
into the translation of' a book• Here is an e:xmuple or cne, whioh, admittedly, has 
coat us more work and time than t.hG ayera.ge. 

A r».nnher of ;rears ago an urgent plea wa.s expreased on our field in Oolombia to have 
Hallesby 1s "Pray-er" translated into Spanish• We were informed tha.t it. was already 
bei~ translated on another :f'ield. So we patiently waited f'ar its appearance. One 
day the menueoript came to our deek with a request fer critical reading• With impatient 
eagerness of a ohild who for tm f'iret time takes a. toy into use, we bega..Tl devouring 
the first chap~r only to be crushed by diea.ppointment. The tra..Ylsla.tian was slavishly 
literal and A!lglish ccnstruction stuck out stiffly at the elbows or nearly every 
sentence • One ca.t ld weep over this t.ragsdys the etf'ort, prayer and time that s tiDe 
oonaeora.ted aool had unaelf'ishly poured int;o this work which seemed doaned to be 
"etiU<OOborn 11 

• 

Tranolation of' the book was undertak.en again, this time on our field, by a Oola:.tbian 
well versed in English and Spanish but wh.oae rapid production did not show evidence 
of' that "sixth sense 11 which a. transla.ttr needs. His work was thoroughly revised with · 
the help of several Oolcmbian o_·itios and carefully cwpa.re~it.h the original I'lorwegian. 
Then the manuscript was read by writers and translators in other ooontries. It 
returned beautif".Jlly adorned with multi-colored oorreotionn and su~ested changes 
between the lines and in the margins. 

These su:;gestions, 1n turn, were submitted to a prooeos of seleotioo which might be 
called tl-te survival of' the ''f'ittest 11

• Hooiever, t.hsy rarely presented conflicts. 
Rather, they were, respectively, fUrther contributicns to a smoot.her and more perf'eot 
translation. The f'inal dra.f't of the mar1.H1oript is being typed up and nearq ready 
to go to press. 

In a.ll, t.hio Spa.ni.ah version of "Prayer 11
1 vhioh will bear the name •ta. Ora.oi&l Oristiana.11

; 

has been typed five timee, 'read ba.ok 11 as many times for fidelity in copying; and 
critically read f'or seuoo, ~oai Spanish, doctrinal soundness and fidelity to the 
original by a dozen people, not to mention proof-reading and printing• 

Is it worth it? We are oomrinoed it iel The Englisl: veroion of this particular book 
has sped thrrugh mere than .forty editions in twent;r-t.'u-ee yeara, bringin.; rich blessings 
to ·thousands of' readero • It is our e8.!"nest prayer that the Spani::(1 version will be 

a ae eagerly read and that it ma;r also through the medium of' that language help to 
WI' "te.aah ·· 'll'1l1ey disciples to prO¥"• 

-Arnf'eld o. Morek 
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CliiJ«)SA LI~ UfOH, December., 1953 
- as presented to Committee on preparations fer literature 

conference at Rto de Janeiro -

A •. Works pp.bliahed1 

1. 11JD.. Bau:tiiJik) 7 la Convarsion", Hallnby. tr. Roddguez, !'alleres GrMioos 
Wm1do a1 »!a, :soaota, 1952; eo pagew, paper binding, 20¢, Spanish .,od, 
appearattce 11ttract1 ve; selling well on nee.rl7 all Lutheran Spam.ah-langnage 
~1elds. 

e. •fentamuu•, ta.avitter, tr. Morek, !'ipog:rat{a thd.cm, lledelltn, 195]., 
16 pages, )!)f:, Spanish good., appear:mce ve17 attractive., well recet"9'84 on 
Lutheran and mn-IA1theran fields; comparatively high cost is due to had wo~~ 
on colored ffiophane "vindttn·• (Eng118h ed. sella fo;r 154. Could be sub-
sidised. It is useful in personal eVIUlgelism. · 

3· *Alabansu•, collection of 2l4 ~ aDd choruses with Order of Service for 
p!'t)T.ltd.onal use on CelJil)sa. field. Contains a number of new ~ {some are 
translations. f.rom the Scand.ina:rtan aDd lmgllsh). ¥allerea Gri:f'icos l!wrlo al 
Ma. :Bogo ti, 1952, paper bind.ing, 25¢, appeal'llllCe fed!'. 

4. "ld. nem tud del :&p!:ritu Santo• {tract). c.x. Solberg; fipoi;l'afia Ull10n. 
~lU~n. 1951, 4 pagee, JtOc per 100, appearance fair, sentng well on nearly 
all Lutheran fields. It is tbe only Lutheran tract 1re have seen on the subject 
in Spanish. 

5· "Cristo a la Puerta•, tract, 4 ~·· fip. Unicfn, Medellin, 1953, '$1¢ per 100, 
appearance attractive, useful in evangelism; recc>JIIJIIeDd.«l 'for use ~here. 

6 .. Yeuth Programs (mimeographed)for li'aster, Pentecost, Mother•• Day, Reformation, 
Stewardship, Christmas, etc. Prepared by Belva Jlerlien and Everardo Correa: 
1mrth printing. 

?. •JUegoa J'11"Veniles" (mimeographed), fifty group games co11piled by Hildur 14orck. 
Should be revised and enlarged before printing. 

B. Works tranalatej (JISS read7 for cri tieal reading): 

1. •Prqer•, by' Jlallesby, tr. from J:ngUah wrsion by 1Jrdaneta-Ocrrea; re..tsed, 
co~aring it with orig1nal Jforwegia.n. lbglish Tenien has 176 pages. ~a 
work is uniq_ue on the sub.1ect atld 1s reeommended for use A.Jit)!lg. all Christian 
denominations. !'he English Ters1on has run a.t least .110 editions. 

2. ~en Studies in Personal Ew:Dgeliaatt, by Gornitska, tr. Correa. Jll:lcliah ed. 
bas ?1 pages. Useful for parish ed:tt.ca.tion, lead.erahip tra1DiDg eoursee, :Bible 
acboola and even seJ!11na.J7 stud7 guide on the subject. 

J• :~Jcplanation of lalther'e Small Oatech18Jil by Sverdrup, tr. Ostrem. Queetion and 
auwer 118thod., folloviDg the historical five-part di'rlsien of. the Catechism. 

4. "People .tre Asldng", by' Kllton, tr. ltoJas. :Inglish edition has 162 papa. A 
laalpf'tll gaide fal* Christian ,outh in proble118 of faith and lite. Jreeda eon
etdea'ble adaptation in aome parte to fit Latin American situations better. 

f ( ,. k 
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33. !_orks translated (cont'dl 

5· Material on ltpoeket Testamentr,J,.eague". prepved ey :Belva Nerlien. 

6. More~. 

c. Jfi?rks s}Ul in J!t!J2Fat1cn (translated. in ro'Q&h or partl7 translated); 

2. 

1. 11J'rolfl Death '1lttto Ufell, by' 0ranl11Dd.. tr. 'b7 WlrioWI; JlD&liilh ecU.tion has ?2 Ji&geSa 
A study guide 1D llibl~ teeehinga which leads the s~.J.dent into the :Bible 1teelf 
for study on the basic cklctrines of our clmrch. 

2. "Listening to Ged". grue 4 of Augt~burg s.s. Series. 

3· tlfte· Jfareh of l'alth" • grade 6. of .&ugaburg s.s. Series .. 

4. ftr~ Studies in Church Bietol'J"**, by llruee. tr. Correa. .An e:x:celleut. concise 
treatment o-r the su.bj«st, ~~pri.e.te for parish education and :Bible sebool use. 

5· Pamphlet on .worshlp ser'fiee. 

6. Pamphlet - 11Bov to Persuade and Win Roman Catholios11 (Spanish title to be 
different~. . ' _ 

7. 11J'Uled with the. Spirit", 'b7 liand.&lph.. llncUsh edition has 64 paces. A concise; 
S-criptural am inspiring treatment ct the Person m1d work of the Jlbly Spirtt. 
suitable f'o~ parish educ."i\tion. 

8. ~e Better Lifett, by Miller (OolllllleJltary' on Eebreve). 

9. Outline of Epistle to the Romans, illustrated b7 Artist-Pastor :r,W.'lhoflatm. 
(cuts have been made of 1lluatr,at1ons). 

D. Yorke ·list~ for tre!lation: 

1. lltrnder 1li$ Wings•, 'b7 Jfallesby (dew Uc u1 J. 

2 .. A daily devotional book (to be aelectecl). 

3· A Jlt)r. ertens1n biograpbT of Lu-ther (!'here is a special gift tum tor this 
~Ject). Bainton's '00ok.1s mt beillg tr81lslated in Argentina as we had been 
led to bellen. · 

4. A good Chn.rch lf1stor;r: Q,ual.bents work:,ia bebg trane-la.ted b7' Prof. Keller of 
Concordia SeJIIina!')", :Buenos Aires (a .,.e~:-y acceptable history: it coUld perhaps 
'be Abridged .in soJM plaees, ttueh e.s 1n the tref!.tment of the church 1n H.A., 
and a/eorr$9peruling part written on La.t1n J.aer1ea). 

5· -~~file Chureh of the Li1'ing J.ord1 , b)" tmneberg. A fine, seholar]Jr eo•entar:v on 
llpheei~a. 

·' 



D. Wotlt@ liated i'Q? ·tnm•ltt&ea. (oont•tth 

t5. -ne Clo~liJ-* 1 bY' nTiaaket' (s)"mpsis, haJ'IIOny and COlneatary); atMllf!tlt help 
fa? Bel"'IIn preparation or teachtng. 

1. •Nth~ llepa and. LOve* • 'by Karl :S. n..taak\Jr (oo~ ~n Juwa, I Pott!r A 
I 3ohl!). 

8. tl)t'ble ~-k'l, b;r If.,R .. Wley (I umel"iited that. thia YQrk te nov behlg 
tnn•lated by- Jtlttorial Oa:rtbe, San Jon, &eta lU.ea.') -

9. Jtger11eierta ~ble &tory lJock". 

(lfot-et tfttis llat ~ .,..qer acme ehaag~s iD l"dtud7ing OW" need«, but ~17 
it 1e re.p:rectmtatb• of' Metts o-n mr f'i-1tl.d.) 

l!l. Jt!!!~-·t~ bz Cflmtm ~ c;onf.ez.!DOe,. /a;ltlA..7.J , 1.95~ J 

1. -EDoottrege -~ dtens1'Y., uee o'! "Lu: Cot1dicnatt am. ff0rientatn6n•, edited 'by 
P-.rtor Cal&n. 

a. Production o£ Spanish recardi:D€s, SOUDi f'Um ar.d ether P.ntU.o-1'1S'W!l aidt~. 
'b. Prepant:\ieR of a ~n Iatheran ~ '\dth %!1t7SlC editivn. 
c. Childrw~t•• antt ,c-uth ~sint14, am. ether pe!"~iW.t:. 

3· lie reeo1l118114 the calling of -&n all-Lutheran conference e.t Yhioh tl\&$e and the 
IDt1ft3!" other -.tt.H pel"ta!:uf.ng to 11ten.t\tr'$ ~be ~ly £1.111CWJt:ed ma 
pl"'IICtect. 

Enelottal is a cow of ~t!Dn$ list\94 by Patrtol' He1"1linio Ma-s and q. Ws 4~ 116t 
eonai.der 1 t 0011p1-ete. It te G"t6lllp0nmecu9 :nttha- t!:J!t: th~ rerut of a thorough C!'U.M"q. 

e~fr 
A?'llfel 0. !¥.>rck 



6FICINA DE LITERATtlRA DE LA E. L. C •. 
MEDEL LilT 

OBRAS TRADUCIDAS DEL INGLES. 

En Prensa; 

LA. ORACION CRISTIANA- o. Hallesby ..._ Trad.: Antonio Urdan~ta 

DIEZ ESTUDIOS OOBRE EVANGELISm PEROON.AL - Odd GorbJ.tzk:a - Trad..: Everardo Correa 

En Revision: --Belva Ner1ien. 

lOS HECROS DE LOS APOSTOLES - Sailllel M. Miller -- Trad.: J'ulio C. Orozco o. 

:OOSQ.UEJO DE ESTUDIOS OOBRE SAN MATl!D Y SAN JDJAS - Samu.el M. Miller - Trad..: 
Julio C. Orozco o. 

ESTUDIOS EN LA PRIMERA EPISTOLA. A lOS OORIN'fiOS - Odd Gorni tzka - Trade: 
J'u.lio c. Orozco o. 

-- Olger Quanrud. 

ESTUDIOS OOBRE LA EPISIDLA A lOS ROl.fANOS- H. G. Randolph- Trad.: J.C. Orozco o. 

·LA EPISTOLA DE SAN PABLO A !OS G.!LATAS - C. J. Sordergen- Trad..: J. C. Orozco o. 

LA. FE, LA ESPERANZA. Y EL AIDR ••• ESTAS TRES- Carl B. nvisaker - Trad.: 
J. c. Orozco o. 

Sin revision: 

LA EPISIDLA. A LOS HEBRJ!DS - Mliy incierto sobre esto, porque la Intl7riuccion apa
rece en limpio y corregida por Orozco; no as:! lo e 
demas.) 

EL PENTAT.EUCO Y JOSUE - Samu.el Me Miller - Trad.: J'Ulio C. Orozco o. 

LA. GENTE NOS PRmUNTA- John P. Milton- Trad.: Luis Rojas. 

Revisadas por Arnfeld C. ~: 

LA IGLESIA DEL SEibR VIVIEtiTE -- X. 0. Lundeberg - Trad..: J'Ulio C. Orozco o. 



PRJ!OONTAS AL RID • .ARJnin C. J«)ROI: 
{st:~hre esc,-..; bir ;j -t .-a.d~A. c.;;,-) 

lfotamos que Ud. ha introdueido una nueva modalidad, dentro de las labores eTangelisticas 
en Colombia: Se ha dedieado a la traduceidn 7 pnblieaeidn de obras literarias (evan-· 
g'licas) impresas en Colombia. 

1. ?lS!l:, ..9l!! l!. intereea tanto ~ publieaeion it .obras eyangel1cas .m Esp!fiol? 

Por que considero la 11 teratura erist1ana evatWel1ca 1U1 poderoso medio para la 

evangelisaeidn de los no ereyentes y una neoesidad para la 1natruce16n de los creyentea 

en laa enseiianzaa b!'blioas y en sus responsa'Qilidades como cristianoa. 

?~100 ~ .!.!Jl !!MP!fica idea? 

Al dar me cuenta de que existen relativamente poeas obras e1"8.ngelieas en el espafiol, 

en eomparasi.&n con las Q.Ue existen en el ingles y e1 escandlna~, idiomaa atrav's de 

los cnales' tu! instru!do en el Evangelic desde la nifiez. 

2. ~ d.ifigu.ltades A! eneontrado .9. !a tradueciOn z. 'OUblicaeicSn U, obras eyan;;el1cas 
.!!! Colombia? 

La ma.vor dificultad que hemos enoon~ado en la traduecitn de obras eva.ng&lieas radiea 

en el hecho de que pocas personas son dotadas para tradueir. lfo basta el dominic de 

ums de un 1d1oma; ptlZ'a traducir bien (decir la miama cosa en otro idioma sin perder la 

belleza 11terar1a y la fuerza y estilo natural del original) se requiere un 11 sexto 

sent1do11 • Los modismos, sutiles portadores de lo as intr!nseeo y natural de los 1diomas, 

oonsti~en siempre una dificultad en la traduccidn. Son la parte -'s dif!eil de dominar 

en el aprend1zaje del 1.d1oma no natural del traductor. A menudo encuentro en las tra.-

nucciones de mis colaborad.oree colombianos fre.ses un poeo obscurae o que se aleja.n del 

sentido del original porque la sutileza de los modis!lt)s les ha ~.ngaiiadc: y cu.ando me 

c~nsultan es por lo general sobre sl~ modismo. Ctlando yo traduzco del ingl•b o del 

eseandinavo al espafiol oorremos el pe11gro de que la trad.uoc16n, aunque sea grsmatical.

mente correcta y fiel al original, carezca de vic!a, eolor y la belleza natural del 

eatJtellano. Mia colaboradores oolombianos encuentran menoa que corregir en m1s escritofl 

origineles del castellano que en m1s tradueciones. 

La m!s feliz solueidn del problema la hemos encontrado en u.na colaborac14n !ntima 

'!I franca. 

En cuanto a la ~bl1c;lei6n hemos encontrado JalmOS d1f1eultndes. Pero siempre existe 

el problema del aumentado costo del papel. Ad.-'a somos conveneidos de que las pn'bli-
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caciones evangelicas, sean libros, tratados o revistas, deben vestirse en un traje 

digno del gran evangel1o que procuran presentar. Esto aumenta el coste de la publioa

c16n, cosa que el comprador a veces no sabe apreciar. Y si no hay eficaz y energ!ca 

distribucicSn quedan estes 11 mensajeros de Dios•• lnactivos en la bodega. E1 estante 

jamas lPe los libros que ostenta. 

3· 1.9.Y1 piensa Ud, !.!. l.! literatura eyangelica producida l22!'. escritores hispanoamerica.nos? 

Me parece mmr buena y. como es de esperar, es por lo general superior a la litera

tura espanola producida por escritores o traductores nc hispanoamericanos. Existen muy 

buenos escri teres y poetas dentrc de las filas de la 1gles1a hispa.noa.mericana, Pero 

ee de la.mentar, s1 no me equivoco, que hasta ahora han 'Proc!.ucido m!s trad.ucciones que 

escritos originales. Aun en las revistas vemos una. cantidad de traducciones, con la 

excepcion ne aquellas cu,vos redaetores tienen la venta.ja de no saber el ingles. 

Aunque siempre habra nece!idad. de traducil•, porque siempre habr~ cbrRs que ml'l!rf'lcan 

ser le{das en muchos idioma.s, anhela.'OOs ver pronto realmente grandee obrA.s rvv~Ar .,n 

el seno de la iglesia hispanoamericana, obras Q.UA serB..."l traducido.s y globalmente le1'da.s. 

4. ?Ee! .£!!!:2. .4.! ~ 11 terature. ~ interesa m!.s7 

Realmente, no se decirle que me intereBa ms. La necesida<l !!le hn oblignc.c ha$t~ 

ahora a ocuparme mtis en obras doctl!inales. Com ustf'd sabe, Sr. Porras, la. Iglesia 

Luterana e~ u.na iglesia historica y confesional; es decir. que tenemos 1m sistema c_e 

doctrine. bien definido y basado en la Palabra de Dios y lo vemos com nuestro deber 

instruir nuestros miembroe en esta dootrina b!blica. Perm!tame decir aqui, n..'lte la 

bien Mltenoionada tendencia o deseo de unir en uno toda.s bs agrupaci,nes evangelicas 

en Colombia, que esto no se logra s6lo por abrazarnos y llamarnos hermanos (ya lo so~s 

en Cristo), sino por un franco y profundo estudio de nuestras rP.spectivas dcetrinas 

a luz de las lagradas Esorituras :r la historia. El protest::mti~mo que no traza su 

ex1stenc1& al. traves de los siglos hasta Cristo y los ap<)stoles carece de fun.1~nto. 

En Cololtlbia corremos el peligro de que la tendencia 1nterdenom1nac1onal llegue a eer 

otra denominaoion, como en efecto se ha hecho en otros naises, dn haber podido reunir 

el protestantismo bajo una sola bandera con!esional {doctrinal). La raz&n f'B nor deMs 

•. • • .3 
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obvia: se ha querido descartar las confesiones h1st6ricas. La. oonformldad. dentro de 

la iglesia d.e Cristo no es esencial, ni deseable, e1no ln unidad. Creems que la unidad 

puede exi9tir sin complete acuerdo en la 1nterpretp£1on de la Biblia y la dogmatica, 

-perc que no puede existir sin la f'ranqueza, el amcr y la mutua estimaci6n. 

Me intereea toda literatura cristiana que ~uede servir en la evangelizaci6n y que 

tiene por prop6sitc ln edificacion de 1a Iglesia de Cri~to, ~1e 1netruye en la fe, que 

estimula y Imteve a los creyent~g para una accion roisionera eficaz, y una vida eepiritUBl 

robusta y sana. 
~ . . 

5· ?~ mensa.1e tiene !!9..:. pnra. ~ escritores .16venes (eva.ngelicos) fut F.isua.no~merica.? 

'~Que mensajt1 pueclo yo tener especi~lmente nn.rR los jovenes esc!"i teres evangel ices? 

No soy escritor y ITI'.lcho menot~ escritor de ex.periencia. Solo dire como l~ctor cristia.no 

que llenen la plulJI.a. con la Palabra. divina y que escriban.J Dies c.ar~ 1a ins'Pirac1on·. 

SegU.n escr:ibe San Pablo en ~esios 5:13-20 y Colosenses 3:16,1? el ser llenos de la. 

Palabra equivale a.1 ser llenos del Esp!ritu. Lot~ l'9su.ltoooe son identicos. 

6. '?Que ooras ~ publicado ill esnauol? 

~ J:OCP.s hn.~ta ahera.: Un tratado sobre .. La Plenitud deJ Efl-p!ritu Santo"; otro 

titulfl.do •'Cristo ala Puerta•'; un folletc ilmstrando en ~olores el camino de la. salvP-.cion 

que llew. el t{tulo 11 Venta.n1llastt; un Ubro por el Dr. O.Hallesby, te6logo noruego, que 

pone en claro la relaci6n que existe entre la regttneracion en el bautis~ de ninos y 

la. conversion, titulad.o "El :Bautiemo :1 le Conversion" (tr. por Gustavo Rodr!enez): una 

seleccion peovisionP..l de hirmos con nuestro orden d.el cultc (en esta obritf! figurAll 

varios hir:mos trnducidcs del esc."J.."ldinnvo); ".Tttegos ... '1\l.venilesll compilsdos y eacad.o en 

mimecSgraf'o i programaa de Pascua, Pentecost's, D{a de la. JA.a.dre, D!a de la Reforma, etc., 

(per :Belva !1.. Nerlien). 

?Be! otrR.s niens~ publicar~ 

Tenemos varias obras pro.1ectada.s. algunas ya traducidas pero no sacadas em limpio, 

entre las ~~lea figura una version del Catecismo Menor de Mart{n Lutero con explicaci6n 
ltr. por Gerardo Ostrem) yo :prueba.s b{blica.Sf. una obra singular sobre la oracion, :por el Dr. o. Hallesb~ (tr. por 
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Antonio Urdan~ta.); un compend.io de la doetrina J.uteran~. titulado "De Muerte a Vide.", 

J:)Or c.o. Granlund; 11Diez estudios en el Evangeiismo Persona1 11 , por 0. Gornitzka (tr. 

por Everardo Correa); 11 La. Gente Nos Pregunta". por el Dr •. r. Milton {tr. por Lu{s 

Rojas). 

Ademas tene!!klfl proyebtada la traduecion de unos comentarioa sobre los cuatro 

E'\'11nge11os, Efesios, Los i:p!stolas de Santi~, San Juan, y Sun Pedro. una. historia 

eclesi~stica,y otras obras. 

€.J;tl;e vts-ta.. por- el RJo. !lrt'slomtY1C 'Potrtts

M~d€l/'{n, Colorn bio... 
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. Our Foreign Mission Fields Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 

THE BIBLE IN COLOMBIA 
By Jose Siciliani 

(Mr. Siciliani is sub-agent of the United Bible A
gencies in Colombia, South America.) 

The year 1825 marked the foundation of the Bible So
ciety of Colombia; Its founders were members of the Ro
man Catholic clergy and valiant laymen who together 
formed the board of directors. Its first president was Dr. 
Pedro Gu!'ll Mr. James ThompSon, agent or the British 
and Foreign Bilble SOciety founded in .London in 1804, 
served in advisory capacity. One can almost say that this 
Society died at birth because its accomplishments were 
negligi!ble. Although it voted to print the Catholic ver
sion of the New Testament, there is no certainty that 
this was done. 

EARLY MISSIONARIES 

Nevertheless, all was not lost for God had begun to 
scatter the good seed and the harvest could be expected 
in due season. Men who had served with the British Le
gion in the battle for Colombian independence remained 
in the country; as Protestants they could not keep si
lence about their faith in Christ. Among them was Gen
eral Fraser who gave real support to the Gospel cause; 
descendants of his continue to do likewise today. With
.in a short time, brave and enthusiastic missionaries 
came and continued sowing the good seed. Among them 
were Wilne and Penzotti, who traveled extensively and 
sold Bibles or Bible portions wherever they went; Dr. H. 
Pratt, to whom we owe the esteemed Modern Version of 
the Spanish Bible; and Mr. S. Smilie, author of the well
known Manual of Introduction to the Study or the 
Sacred Scriptures. The Presbyterian Mission, which will 
celebrate its first centennial in 1956, has wielde_d a tre
mendous influence among several generations of young 
people, especially through its American schools in Bar
ranquilla and Bogota. Many of their former students are 
an honor to the nation and to its homes today. 

CATHOLIC BffiLE ASSOCIATION 

In 1953, 128 years after the founding of the original 
Bi:ble Society in Colombia, the . Roman Catholic clergy 
was stirred with a new interest in the distribution of the 
Scdptures. In March of that year, Bogota's Catholics 
celebrated their first Bible Week. In conversation with 
me, a certain priest said, "If Protestants distribute the 
IBilble, why can't we Roman Catholics do the same?" 

The . same month marked the founding of Catholic 
Bible Action, and rumor has it that a "Catholic Bible 
Association ... such as exists in other countries" will be 
formed. T4e chief promoter of .these activities is Father 

Florencio Alvarez Vasquez of the Society of Jesus, par
ish priest of the Church of :La Perseverancia in Bogota. 
The .progrcun for Bible Week included a series of lec
tures by ~ious members of the clergy and laymen and 
women on such subjects as:· "What is the Bible?" "The 
Bible and the Rule of Faith," and "Literary Beauties of 
the iBible." Questioned by news reporters as to the ,r~a.., 
son for initiating a Bilble Week, Father Alvarez replied, 
"It seemed to me it would be a good idea since Protes
tants make much of the fact that we Catholics do not 
know the Bible . . . " Asked if Bi:ble reading is neces
sary for the Christian life, he answered, "The Church 
says that reading the Bible itself is not necessary (bOld · 
ours) for Christian living, since the Bible reaches us 
through ether channels (ibold ours): the catechism is 
a simple summary of the Bible; the Word of God, the 
passages from the Gospels and other Biblical books are 
made known through sermons, through the preaching of 
the priests, which becomes the living Bible (bold ours) 
... And what is Catholic living other than the Bilble in 
practice?" 

It is clear then, that while there is a desire to give the 
Bi:ble to the Catholic people, yet the opposite is true, 
since according to Father Alvarez the cathechism and 
the priests suffice as the living Bible. Are they not al
ready sowing "on stony ground?" The results may be 
the same as they were back in 1825. Naturally Colombian 
Protestants are pleased that Roman Catholics may get 
to know God through the Catholic version of the Bible. 

INDUI..GENCE FOR READING THE BffiLE 

I was told that more than 300 Bibles and 5,000 copies 
of the Four Gospels were sold during !Bible Week. No 
doubt, publicity through press and radio, announce
ments of the subjects to be treated and the offers of 300 
days indulgence for each 15 minutes of Bible reading 
awakened much interest among Catholics who previous
ly had not dared to read the Bible for fear of excom
munication. Far from doing harm, the results were 
most favorable to us, since many bought not only the 
Catholic but also the Protestant version of the Bible so 
as to make comparisons. In our book store we sold 15 
N acar-Colunga Bibles and many of our own. Once more 
there must come the conviction that it is impossible to 
change God's purposes with respect to man-He wills 
their salvation and freedom, not submission to the will 
of men. Isaiah says in chapter 55: "For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord ... So shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 
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it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall pros
per in the thing whereto I sent it." 

which is capable of fighting to the death against anothe 
which runs counter to it, using whatever means may l: 
at its disposal when the time is ripe. This religious char 
acter is deeply permeated wi1Jh superstition which finds 
expression in idolatry, all for lack of knowledge of the 
ibasic teachings of Jesus, because their guides are also 
straying from the Way. When such persons come to a 
knowledge of the Truth, they ibecome as firm in the 
true faith as they once were in their erroneous ibeliefs 
and practices. 

The contrast between prohibiting the Bible and giving 
it to the people is a tangible thing; where there is pro
Mbition there is retrogression; where people are free to 
read it there is progress. Thus it has :been in our be
loved Colombia-those who have come to know the will 
of God through the searching of the Scriptures do not 
fill our taverns, prisons, hospitals, houses of vice, because 
Christ reigns in their hearts. Those places are left for 
those of a false faith. Malachi expressed it well in 3:18: 
"Then shall ye return, and discern between the right
eous and the wicked, between him that serveth G~d and 
!him that serveth him not." May God continue to bless 
the seed sown in Colombia to the glory and honor of His 
Name. 

RELIGIOUS Zeal 

Colombia is a propitious place for the Gospel. The 
majority of its people are of a tolerant nature and an 
open spirit. There is, too, an extreme religious zeal 

The change in the political picture has been a retard
ing factor in the advance of the Bible in recent years. 
An assurance of rights and liberties for the people and 
by the people will make it possible for the Scriptures to 
reach to the farthest corners of the land. In view of the 
difficulties which evangelical work is still ~dergoing 
in Colombia, the fact that distribution of the Scriptures 
is possible at all must be considered a !blessing of God 
UjP<>n this people. Placing our trust in Him, we believe 
that, in the not-too-far-distant future, closed doors will 
be opened anew for the great cause of Christ. God save 
Colombia! 

NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 
student from Trinity Seminary, Mr. 
Mortimer Nielsen was secured to 
work under Pastor Berthelsen in the 
Brooklyn field. . . The ;present church 
was completed in the summer of 1951 
and dedication services were held on 
August 19th with the Rev. H. C. Jer
sild offidating. 

Again in the summer of 1952, a 
senior student from Trinity Seminary 
was secured to work in the Brooklyn 
field, this time Robert N. Hansen. 
When Pastor Berthelsen resigned in 
1953. to accept a call to Kingo Lu
theran in Milwaukee, Pastor Robert 
N. Hansen was called jointly to the 
Brooklyn-Oregon parish. 

In the summer of 1953, another sen
ior student from Trinity Seminary 
came, Roland H. Hansen, to assist 
with the work. During that summer, 
a few of the members felt that the 
time might be at hand to become a 
separate parish and have our own 
pastor ... A special meeting was called 
August 18, 1953, to vote on this mat
ter with the added stipulation that 
substantial financial assistance would 
come from the Wisconsin District. The 
vote to become a separate parish was 
'yes' by a large majority and in Sep
tember, 1953, the request for in
creased aid from the Wisconsin Dis
trict was granted. 

Later, a letter of call was ~ent to 
Roland Hansen to become our pastor 
in June, 1954 ... On June 27, 1954, we 
had perhaps the greatest highlight 
of Clinton dedicated th~ parsonage 
on that day we again held festive 

services all day. Pastor Frank Nielsen 
of Clinton dedicated the parsonage 
in the afternoon and in the evening 
Rev. Adolph Petersen of Waupaca in
stalled Pastor !Roland Hansen. 

And now as we celebrate our 5th 
Anniversary, we realize that Brook
lyn Lutheran has gone forward by the 
grace of God until now we have a 
confirmed membership of 156 and 237 
baptized members. 

We have had many interesting 
highlights in our five-year history, 
highlights that have caused us to see 
the fulfillment of the need of a 
church in Brooklyn, and the increas
ing number of people who come to 
worship is a testimony of that. 

Kankakee, Ill The fkst wedding 
in our new church was a beautiful 
spring wedding on March 2'lth when 
Miss Elaine Jones was wed to Mr. 
Rabert Clark. The couple left for the 
West Coast where Robert is stationed. 

Weekly Lenten services were cul
minated with Holy Communion on 
Holy Thursday with 102 present; and 
85 partook of Holy Communion. This 
is perhaps a record for this congrega
tion. 

163 persons attended church on 
Palm Sunday when a class of 6 young 
boys were confirmed and 30 others 
joined the congregation. 

We present these figures so that 
our many friends throughout the 
Synod, and especially those in the Il
linois District, might learn of the 
progress in this parish. The prayers 
and financial support of our many 
friends have been of invaluable as
sistance in furthering the Kingdom of 

God in Kankakee. All Glory be to 
God! 

Sermon Manuscripts Invited. Ser
mon manuscripts about the Christian 
family are being solicited for a book 
to be published next year by Abing
don Press. 

Two typewritten copies of each 
manuscript should be submitted to 
the editor, Rev. J. C. Wynn, 1105 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 
7, Pa., by the deadline of August 10. 
Preachers are invited to enter ser
mons a bout marriage, parental re
sponsibility, family religion, sex stan
dards, etc. An honorarium of $25.00 
will 1be paid for each sermon selected 
for publication by an editorial com
mittee from the Joint Department of 
Family Life in the National Council 
of Churches. Sermons sent in become 
the property of the committee and 
will not be returned. 

"Christian Children's Fund announ
ces that there are a limited number 
of Korean children who can be adopt
ed legally by responsible married 
couples. Inquiries should be sent to 
the Administrator, Refugee ReliefiPro
gram, Department of State, Washing
ton 25, D.C." 

AUGUSTANA AND THE UNITED 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

On March 28, the United Lutheran 
Church invited the Augustana Lu
theran Church to explore the possi
bility of merger. The. leaders of Au
gustana have decided to recommend 
to its Convention in June that this 

(Continued on page 13) 



HIMNARIO J.UT1<'RA.1i0 CON MUSICA 

La nroveetada pr~paraeion de un himnario luterano en eastellana, eon mUsiea, que 

tanto hace falta, se inicio en una reunion efectuada en Columbus, Ohio (F..EUU) del 19 

al ~4 de sentiembre pndo. Asistieron funcionarios y representatantes de varies s!nodos 

luterancs que realizan obra en Hispano-a.merica, tanto coroo personas versadas en la 

literatura y himnolog!a cristiana.s. 

L~ escasez de buenos himnos escri tos en Castellano v la inferioridad de mu.cha.s 

traduccirnes, en cuanto a s11 forma li teraria tanto co roo a su contenido doctrinal, 

crnstituyen un -r:roblema.. Una gran c:>ntidali rle las cancirnes religiosas que se usan 
no 

corrientemente aentro del r,rotestantismo latino-americano/s61o carecen de los elementos 

esenciales de la verdadera adoracion sino que alfUnas ta.mbien ensefian doctrinas erroneas. 

E1 gozo Cristiano, en ~~ez de ex?resarse en_ triviilida1es, ha. de ascender a lo sublime 

de }a t-1doracion por medic de himnos que se;m dignos de ser asi llamados. No obstante 

se inclnira en el himnario mu.cha.s de , as c1.1ncicnes espiri tuales ya atesoradas en los 

corR.zones rte 1os creyE>ntes, a. nesar rle no ser e}1as ,ioyas Jiterarias. En Rlgunos 

cases se ~ueden ~vitar errores haciendo ]eves cambios y tambien ponerlas asi en forma 

rAA.s ca.ntable. 

La. reuni6n del corr.i te inter-sinodal sobre literature. cristiana que se llevara 

a c~bo en Ja misme ciudad, del 1 al 3 de diciembre, tambien hade promcver la prepara-

cion del "rrvectado himnario. 

Otros ,-royectos del comite son: ~menf.ario; "'el eemitt §Ott: comentarios b:!bliccs, 

un te~to de historia eclesi~stica, unA. r<>vista. que "ueda servir a nuestras ie;le£>ie.s 

en toe::~. J R America Latina, obrps ~evocionales, ~t"'ria.les J1ara escuela domini cal y 

reunicne~ de la .1uv~>ntud, y rara los medics ::turlic-visu!3les de ensefianza, etc. 



Hymns of the Revo Arnfeld C., Norck approved 8/27/56 for the new 
IVICC. Hevised from the text in 11 Ala.banzas"o The numbers below 
refer to the location in "Alabarizas"o 

36 tCRISTO VIVEt tCRISTO VIVEl 
1 

,cristo vive! 1Cristo vivet 
Goza y canta, oh coraz6n; 
1Cristo vive! tCristo vivet 
Del pecado da perd6n. 
tCristo vive! 1Cristo vivet 
Con poder resucit6. 

2 
jCristo vivel tCristo vive! 
Del pecado nos libr6; 
tCristo vivel Infierno y muerte 
Por los ~uyos derrot6o 
tCristo vivet 1Cristo vivet 
Con poder resucit6. 

44 FIRIJfE EN LA ROCA ETERNA Y F'IEL 
l 

Firme en la. Roca eterna. y fiel 
Triunfa la Iglesia de Cristoo 
Caigan en ruina.s torres mil, 
Tonos solemnes aun llaman; 
Llaman a todos con fervor, 
Al fiel, al triste, al peca.dor; 
Les brindan sola.z eternoo 

2 
Dios el Altisimo Senor 
No mora en temples terrestres; 
Alto su temple celestial 
Los ia.bellones trasciende: 
MaS El quien cielp y mar fund6 
Del polvo un temple se form6 

Antigua salutaci6n de Pascua Y entre los hombres habita. 
Tr. Arnfeld C. Morek, 1952o 3 

Somo8 de Dios el temple ya, 
------------------De piedras vivas fundado, 

Donde la gracia ba.utismal 
47 PRECIOSA HRRENCIA OTORGA DIOS Por fe nos hace sus hijos. 

Preciosa herencia otorga Dios 
Al hombre en la. Palabra, 
Y nuestro empeno debe ser 
Al m1mdo proclamarlao 
Nos gu1a en el vivir~ 
Sostiene en el morir. 
Conc~denos, Senor, 
Leerla con amor, 
·3-1J.ardar sus ensenanza.s o 

Do s6lo dos o tres est~n 
Unanimes en el Am~n 
Dignase esta.r con su·-graciao 

4 
Edificamos pues aqu1 
A su loor pabellones. 
Mesa nos colma Dios al~i; 
Congrega en paz su rebano, 
Do su Palabra de virtud 
Obra sin tregua la salud, 
Y al Trino Dios alabamoso 

Nikolai F. So Grundtvig, 1817. - 5 
_Tr. Arnfeld Co Horck, 1948 Haz que a los pies de su Senor 

Los pecadores acudan, 
__________________ Y redimj_dos por su amor 

La vida eterna recibano 
"La paz os dejo, paz os do~ 
No como el mundo orrece hoYt; 
Mi paz os doy: Amen, Am~no 1 

Nikolai Fo So Qrundtvig, 1837. 
Tr4l.o.Arnfeld Co Horck, 1948 



Hymns of the Rev. Arnfeld Co J.Vlorck approved 8/27/56 for the new 
HCC. R.evised from the text in "Alabanu.s" o The numbers below 
refer to the location in 11 Alabanzas 11

o 

2 ALTISIHO Y ETERFO CREADOR 
1 

Altisimo y Eterno Creadorp 
Loamoste por tu infinito amor. 
La creaci6n te adora sin ces&r, 
Oh Dios que reinas por la eternidad. 
La creaci6ri te adora sin cesar, 
Oh Diosi que reinas por la eternidad. 

,., 2 
Digno eres T~, Santisimo Senor, 
De adoraci6n y ~~lico 1oor. 
Cielos y tierra 1lenos siempre estan 
De tu poder, tu 1uz, tu majestad. 
Cie1os y tierra 1lenos siempre estan 
De tu poder, tu 1uz, tu majestG.d. 

Te Deum del Sig1o lV. 
Tro Anf'eld C. 1Vlorck, 1952. 

7 SENOR JESUS, LA LUZ DEL SOL SE Fu'E 
The following is a translation 
of a Lyte stanza, to be added as 
the fourth in the HCC h:rmno 11Alza 
tu cruZooo" becomes the~_fifth 
stanzao 

4 
No temo el mal si T~ conmigo vas; 
Al enemigo T~ lo venceraso 
En medio de miseria y de dolor, 
Senor Jes~s, s~ T~ mi Auxiliadoro 

Henry F o Lyte, 181.~ 7. 
Tro Arnfeld C. Morek, 1952o 



A. C. Morek 
July, 1959 StG\1'23.: ) ..:HA1·'' ,:.~ Gtc. 

in i,y:.nH of .. ;;ul to ~ristiano" 

C/u~'l'AD cor JU1ULO. Sugcoat d.roJlk'inq Stanza ). Sonae is obaoure. Row will 
muaia he fitted to •-ord.a? If' lf4·reata, they will come where there's no 
punctuation 1n ao~ oH.aea. 

A-4 L£V:".NTATE o::m G\.iZO. ~at uai.ng lleinrioh Isaac meletV aa f'ound. in Lutheran 
H;mnar.y ,:~87, 'l'he 1\ymna.l (Auguatnna) 169, 19'mr>Al f'or Church ll! Hoo;e 279, 
and. also in several Reforad. 1!1mnala. The Lutheran ~ (l!o.) A~26, 
lat and )d meaaureB d.itfer from all other arrane,'C'r1enta or thi!l r,GJ00.7• 

2a3,7; 3 tl, 1 - "Gl ori.a. oh ~;eiior" 

'B-1 M:CC 84 1'U P''J.AJlHt. 'ES - Did. we ohangc !'irst line? I prof'or it as i6 even 
with defect. -

c-1 "k!elante 1'-orog.rinoe" - SU&~et n.udc "Pilgrim Song" (Latin Hymn) CfJN -~~2. 

FIR.'ME SI; JJ;. R(}~A 1•1 - See "'VI le1.ter of Aug. 11, 1958. Is there an J.,:,1::N sung 
after th.ia lzymn, and. &f'tcr otheru? 

c-4 UCC 110 - la3 Eo period. aft.er "pe~~". 

D-2 Oll, PA:>1k: DR tA l!U':'JJUDA;). ~ list &ttributoil -::•usio to \";"'hi ttier. W.oria arc 
by ~'hittior and murJio by ::aker. 

136. 1 a4 - is ahort one syllable.. ••Luego al atarieoer .. woull tak@ Of4l"C 

of' 1 t, but 1 am not toe ha.pr·Y a~:.lut "Lue:;a •t. 

":leniito ol l<u.en Joe~ .. aU[;';e$tG(l by ;;u.':Jlin (ace Arbaugh's let tor nf 7/28/53) 

;-,-7 Dl\: PUlA tULCl YO .::.'Y ;:,J. Vu. '.;]) 1!)8-3. I ~...-~~,:;t •••J>e !2!A ,r;:raci>'!:. .... •'Purau 
lu..s a l"{>tbar peculiar ~~:n1 in some c~~:l trivial oonnota.tion in Colombia. 

D-0 tl:Cii l(l4. 4•2 - .. Cu&ndo &e:.-ua.t$ JtrG:f~" inato:,.:i of "E.!, &[;UILS .~rofund.(H~". 
s~e ~letter of July 17, 1958. 

l>-9 SALE A LA l!JCP.A 1;.1: ~)1J.1AJCtR. 4a4 - ~~:rmJt ,..lao vo¢es" inate:>d. of "'nus V 

to avoid "sus" following •tJ'e86a". -
4t7 ,8 - Cb.unce to '•ccnoede nos e~(lmo :;ice 

Su ejef!lplo a imit.ar" 

G 1sS'l'J..) :fOR CRl~l'rO :'·r;:;'.'l:'S ar •• i LL'GfLD, LFGEJ'"'1 ?OR .::~u:.>:>J - ~·:r;r U"' tr' 
s1.une ~1n? 



1 t2 - ':'Sed brav-os en 1& lid" 
1 t 6 - "De f'irme leal tad." 
1•7 - ".A.l 'rodopod.eroao" 

Choru 111.nga a. bit a.wDard.l7 .. 
"ParJ.. aloansa:r". 

1. Tal oomo soy do peoa.d.or, 
Sin lllreoe.r tu arand• aaor, 
A tu 11amado heme aqu.J:: 
Cordero hcelao, a.cud.o a '1'1. 

2. Tal como &OJ' buac~do :paz,. 
Ell m1 atliooi&.l 7 mal teas., 
Com "bate rud.o eiento en mi 1 

Cordero hoel ao, aoudo a Ti. 

). 1'al 0011.0 807 OOD IIi aald.ad, 
Miaen&, pea& 7 ~~ 
Sal.ud 7 vi.na a reoildr• 
Cordero koelao, aoud.o a Ti. 

4. 'l'al ooao aozr 11ie aoogeria, 
Pat&l 7 al.ido • ~ 
Puea a pJ'Oit&M 7fl. Crei I 
Cordero hcelao, Acu4o a 1'1. 

2. 

5· 'l'"al como ao;r, tu compaa15n 
Qui t&do h.& to4a opoaioi&.t.t 
Ya tlqo aolo, hiM aqui (En 1'1, Senor, l.mp&l"' v!)(D) 
Cordero keel so, aoud.o a. 1'1. 

---------------

Check Order of Service for Cor~ir=ation. Confirmand ahoul4 be received. aa a 
~ioont mombQr. He is al.rea.d7 a aaber. 

tthe Order of ::;ernoe for Ordination provides tor t.h.e reading of the Epiutle and. the 
Gospel., only. le it not quite generally cuetomary- to read. «MVeral passages, a.a 
in the installation service? 

Julio Orozco inaiata that t1le uae ot the wo1"4. •catec~a" for b6pUu4 per80Zla 
reoeiving inetruction i.s ineorrect. A •oateca.o" is a peracm. recei"''in&' instruc
tion for ba.Pt.iaa, and. cazmot be used to refer in general to th~ oonf'i:naation elaaa 
as we do in I~ ish. The 4ictionaJ7 seems to support Oroao' a polli tion. lie haa 
proba.bly written you about it. 'l'he term oooQl"S 8e'V'Gral tiaett in the CC li8Jl118cripta 
as applied to contirmanda. Be suggeataRConftrmandoa" • 

._. ..... ~-------------~ 
'lh.e rubrica tor the "Ord.en para el i'a:t.'tierro" ri.l;htl7 inatruot to the et'f'N\ that 
the eervi.oe should he used onl7 tor such aa tie in the Christian td.th. Should 
there not be aOQe i:nllioation &a to what 8hould be d.or.e when thin is not the oaae -
tor example, in the case of an avowed. unbelieYeZ"? It ia not al.wqa ~· ChriatiaD 
thing to r.ef'use to serve t.he mo\U'2'18ra in auoh aaaea. But the pastor oan obvioual7 
not ~~• the entire service ~• it is. ~ould it not be halptul to have a apecial 
order to use at tt.6 .-:.<Xa.vo c-t thoae: whom v:-e f81il" :r...o<Vt~ not J.ied in thn f'('..ith? 



SUggested Changos, eta .. , in CC 
A.C. Uorck 7/59 

D-8 UCC 175. "Hi alma" 1n lc) is defective. I like the sense of the "1!1 alma", 
but ''!!. ai'iian would avoid oonf'usion in singing. -

D-11, MCC 214. 1 :5 and 2 &5 are serioualy detective e.s they appear in the MCC. 
They could be corrected b;r changing the "aun" in both lines to "A6n". 
It seems to me the context permits it. In fact, I wonder if Mendoza 
didn't inted it to be "AOn". 

D-11, MCC 212. 2c6 "lU. alma limpiara". A81dn it is the "M!....!:lma" combination 
which causes the trouble. Can we oh&JlBflt it to "El alma", obviously 
sacrit'icing the more personal and beautiful upresaion,. "ll1 alma"? 

.E-4, JICC 940. la2, "De alegria y luz" is short one syllable. It oan be corrected 
by rendering it "De regooijo y 1 WI". 3 a3 of the same ~. "Ro7 para 
Israel sediento", is one 117llable loq unless you sing "rael." as one syllab 
This can 'be corrected, ••Hoy para los aed.ientos". 

E-6, lfCO 246. 4a2, "076 tu voz de amor", stress falls on "6yo". Why not use 
the present, "oye"? 

F, MCC 280. lt4, "! au cabecita all! deaoana6" defective beoauae "all!" elides 
with tho last syllable of' "ca'beoiu". Can be corrected, "Do au cabeci ta. 
real d.escana6". 2al, "Durmiend.o en ~.!!....!1- Biio est!" is also ahort a 
syllable al.noe the "el" should Jcirl with the last qlla'ble o~ "paJa". 
It could be corrected b;y putting tWa" in plural, but :perh&.ps the cure 
is worse than the pain. 

F, MCC 289. I find in rq oopy- or J!CC a wggeation by Julio Orozco to olu.ulge 4:1, 
"Tambicm, niiios, oon los paatorea orad", to n'i'ambi&l, oh niiiitos, con 
ellos orad." 

F, !'ICC 304. 'l'h.e chorus is serioual7 detective. The "me" and the first a.yllable 
of' "ama" are to be sung together with the reeul t that 1ou are short a 
qllable. A very popular version of' this h1'mn renders the ohoruas 

"S.t, Cristo me a.ma., 
s.t, Cristo me ama, 
S!, Cristo me ama, 
La Biblia dioe as.t. 

'i'hia in rq opinion is not a slavish translation of' the fillglisb., "Yes, 
Jesus loves me", but a perfectly legitimate uae ot the emphatic "Si" in 
Spanish. 

• • • • Some more lame teet f"or whioh I have :t'ound no suggestion tor improvement are 
~CC 257, la51 Riqueza nueetra es; 
MOC 2621 2al1 La vida entera sol.2...!.a; 2&2, LiBera aombra ant! la lUBJ 
MCC 340, lt2 is short a syllable tmlesa 7ou sing "attis" ae two rqllabl.es. 

la6- the stress :t'alls on "~"· (See 11\Jg• under 0, p 2) 

I would like to i-Eliterate my d.isaa:tisf~tction with leaving t.he second etanu. ot 
MCC 16 with the def.ective feet as pointed out in the Uinneapolia meeting of the 
sub-committee. l trust that iue oor.sidera.tion \\·a.a given to the version submittvd 
by Orozco and roe with r.ny letter of July 19, 1951 ( oop7 attached). 



KCO 16 (Co:mpa:ro JWO 26) -

1. A- modi& noohe reao.n6 
Olorioao ;r ain ipal 
Un cuto anplioo de amor, 
Subliae 7 tllvinal; 
lltillaate luz raapland.eoi6 
En tlenJJ& obaouridM, 

4 

(<a leave lat stanza u ia) 
JtCC 16 

Y a loa paatorea &nuncio 
La vos anselioe.la 

(Y a los paatorea • aa1111oi-6) 
(Prot6tioaverdad) 

2. "Alud la Tina 7 ao wmata, 
Puaa he aqu!,oa do7 (OA, 
l!iotioaa lie e:r• eozo :1 pas, 

· Que }lU'& w,1o-a aone 
Oa ha naoiclo e la. cill'W 
Del Jdatico »art4, 
lln Salvador; Rd.ea~r 
Que ea erato el Jtdal.U." 

). KfB'lU.je grato proclam6 
Oeleate ~titud, 
~lUG por los campos reao.n6 
Con gozo 7 gran virtud' 
"I::n las altura &1-oria a Jioa, 
Y &1 aund.o aal.Yao14n, 
Al hombre buena voluntad.9 

Pas, gozo ¥ bendioi4n:~ 

~{que para toios ea~ 
or 

hombres de teaor) 
( Puea nmvaa 4e gr;m aoso oa 4/q) 

"Al.u.d lavista a1n temor, 
Mortal• por Aoquier, 
Puea auevaa de £I'D gomo os doy, 
~~ ea ·para todo aera. 

Oa h& na.o14o ua Salvador 
En pueblo ;le David, 
Je w-i.o el mmdo, Re4entor, 
~· •• Cri•to el Adalid." 

(que a tod.os han '!e aerz) 

1. Por t-u. celes~e .!>on 
Te d6aos hoy, :etor, 
Con gratitud de ooras&n, 
O.trend.aa de loor. 

2 • .Al. ~rd.omo tiel 
Con bendio16n Tu oolmaa, 
Y 41 loa d.iemmoa trae aqui 
Con gozo a tu altar. 

'f'TJ!!.F z SC:ft't..D!.JJin., LR 419, CON 404 

"Alzad la vista 7 ao tomlia, 
Pues he aqul oa 407 
BoUcias do gran SO~ :t ~a, 
~ para totkta aont 
Oa ha na.oido h.07 en Be16n, 
Jel pua'blo un Sal.Yador, 
F~l. promet14o Orieto El oa, ( ee 41) 
Ungid.o del :~~or." 

Por tu oeleate Dan 
?e d.maos oon aaor, 
y gr&titud Aa 00~ 
Otren4.&a de loor. 

(It "diesmoa" isn't "Christian", ohange 
or loaTe out aecor.d. stanza) 



ll de agosto de 1960 

Estirnado Don Pausanias: 

Aqui hay un trabajito que no alcanzo terminar antes de irme. Tal 
vez Ud. lo haria. Me narece muy util para el uso de nuestros fieles, 
especialmente en los lugares donde trabajan los "Testigos", (que es ahora 
en casi todas partes). 

se..h· 
Los ~ puntos que aqui aparecen los he traducido de la Historia 

Eclesiastica por Qualben, (la que el Prof. Keller esta traduciendo). 
Estos puntos corresponden en general a lo que en el adjunto tratado 
aparece bajo la "~dad", "God-head• y "Jesucristo". Tal vez valdria 
la pena de tratar lo esencial de los puntos en la otra cara del tratado 
tambien. 

Se podria sacarlo en mimiografo o mejor todav!a, imprimirlo. En 
el fondo de la Mision para literatura hay dineros desponibles para 
tales trabajos, teniendo la aprobacion de la Comision de Literatura y 
la Mesa Directiva del Consejo. 

Fraternal mente, 

adj. 



2o 

3. 
4o 

5o 
6o 

7o 
8. 

9, 
10. 

MANUSCRITOS TRADUCIDOS EN COLOMBIA (tfhf) 

Comentario sabre Efesios Lunde berg 

Estudios en Santiago, I Pedro y I Juan; If 

"La fe, La Esperanza y el Amor ••• estos tres" nvisaker 

Study Guide en el Pentateuoo y Josue LBI 
II tt It Romanos tt 

tl II tl I Corintios " 
" n If Galatas tl 

It It If Los Hechos It 

It If If Hebreos 11 

It tt It Mateo It 

If It " Lucas " 

Oro zoo 

Oro zoo 

Oro zoo 

" 
tt 

It 

tl 

tt 

11 

" 

,v .. 

llo LH Gente nos Pregunta, por el Dr. John Po Milton, Luther Seminary, St. Paul 
Minn; Trad. Luis Rojaso 

12o La Plenitud del Espiritu Santo, por He G. Randolph; Trad. Julio Orozco 

13o Buenos Administradores de la Gracia de Dios - sabre la Mayordomia - basado 
en I Bedro, por Harold L. Olson. 

14o Diez Estudios en la Historia Eclesiastioa - Gustav Bruce - Everardo Correa 

15o Otroso 

., 
, f ! 5 



J _j:.;; ) ' 

RESUMEN DE LAS CREENCIAS DE LOS TE5TIJOS DE JEHOVl A LUZ DE LA 

PALABRA DE DIOS 

1. Todo gobierno civil organizado es la "Organizacion de Satan" 
(Rutherford) 

LapaTabra de Dios di-ce: 

2. La doctrina de la Santisima Trinidad es una "horrible blasfemia 11
• 

"Doctrina de Satan". (Rutherford en "Seconciliacion 11
) 

La palabra de Dios dice: 

3. Jesus no fue engendrado del Padre desde la eternidad; fue nada mas 
g_)J,e ___ la m:is __ a.-J:ta 11 Cr~aeion de Dios 11 • 

La palabra de Dios dice: 

4. Antes de nacer de Marb Jesus existia como el angel l-iiguel y cuando 
n~cio ·dejo su existencia espiritual y fue hecho nada mas que un ser 
humano __ ~1Un hombre perfecto, nada maS y nada menos II 

La palabra de Dios alee: 

5. El cuerpo de Cristo no fue levantado eel sepulcro. 11 El hombre 
Jesus hade permanecer muerto para sie~pre." Pero de la nada 
Dios levanto un nuevo Cristo, un 1 ser Esniritual'', que no es 
Dio~]: _}1:0EJ~£_e. 
La palabra de Dios-·dice: 

6. Cristo no es nuestro ebogado (o intercesor) ante el ?adre, y 
el adorar a Cristo es uura idolatr:la. (Rutherford eD "Recon
ciliaci6n). 
La palaora de I5:Cos dice: 
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INFORME SIN'r'B':TICO DE L.A ENCUESTA S BRE LIT::GRi\TUR.A EN ESP A:(OL 
presentado por la _ _..Comisi6n 

DATOS OBTENIDOS SOBRE-LITERATUR.A 

Interina ante la Consulta sobre 
.Juli_o_ 8. -::::'.J.01 J:,ima 9 :peru 

,q~;; 

Li teratura 
J., v v.V~~~ 1 ')4 

en espan~ol __ 1l A ~-v&\ (._; _ J 1( 
t . ,v?.v~· \ 1 • 

\-' ) _,1 v 
-·-·--·· --- . ·- -~1 __ . •. -----. . - ·-. ' . \ 

A. Comentarios Biblicos y otras obrq.~ de referencia para el pastor y los opreros laicos 

l. Comentarios bibl icos-
' 

J~. {21-A,-r,~:i!- __ ~~ :~~;.~~'cc ) 
i -~-)~cb.;_-- /!'' -- _.;)/ .vvL /~.--. ..... ./·.-~1-~~/ . ' 

0 b r a 

En espanol, San Marcos y San Pablo 
de uso actual _ · : 

Jzc:;-?1··_:?---~-- ', _ Com~nt ~~-N~--'Te~~t~rnento 
·- - ' I. .. -/ ~-t:-'- -::::r~ ' 

• · .. 1 --1~~~---- . , /v /) ~-=----;t:~tL<:_:· .-:_ tYpme;;J. ar1-o1itbl:lco 

----/!~ i:,fo.,.~i)"..v--~en.t~-io al ruevo Testamento 
~ v:.-- -, /~(._/-tr, ~/ , 
J. _ . · .1.~~ c/~ rttomen~a . o sabre la Epis-tola a 
}. (; ·..,..,. 1 ' los Galatas 

/ Diccionario Biblico 

i • z/"~ 
.. ,y'YV Vh 

_( 'V)-- (/ I i)''V"' . 
tf. ~,. ~v/ 

.,t~ 
/ / .. /"' 

~ 

Compendia Manual de la Biblia 

Los Evangelios Explicados 

' Comentarios indjcados e~ la 
secci6n espafiolc de "A Theologi;... 
cal BookList" 9 TEF9 Or:ord, 
Inglaterra, 19~3 (Espacialmente 
el :#" 21) ' 

Comentario sabre la Biblia 

La espistola a los Galatas 

El Evangelio segtin San Marco_s 

A Traves de la Biblia 

Comentario sobre el Evangelio 
cle San Mateo 

(-:·:· - veces indicado) 

.. 

I 

I 
. I 

·Aut· or 

Len ski 

Len ski 

I V. I. (-:-:·) 
I! 
! 

I 
i 

I· 

I; 

I 
4 

4 

Abingdon h 4 
-- t 

Luis Bonnet y :;)chroedi;u:. · 3 

H. Karl Lenkersdorf 

Herder 

Henry H. Halley 

Ryle . ~. 

I ,, 
!I 

Jamieson 9 Fausset y Brown! 
il 

John A. Ail an 
.A.M. Hunter 

:•-

Myer Pealman 

J o Ao Broadus' 

., 
tl 

!I 

:I 

I ., 

3 

2 

2 

2 I 
I 

Com e.n tar i o s 

En general_ bueno, pero algo extenso y 
anticuaQ.o 

Excelente 

Es util e_n pa:rtes 

Obra popular, bastant:e satisfactoria 

Excelente 

Excelente 

Ti~me restimenes ·arqueol6gicos 

Basta.nte bueno para nuevos pastores u 
obreros "·· ·. '-

Carece de reconocimiento de los logros de 
los estu~ios biblicos de los ultimos 50 
anos 

Bast ante-- buena 

Bastc:.nte buena 

Comentario breve, con partes dudosas 

V\ 

l 
~ 
fit\ 

~ 

~ 
fV 

~ 

"" " V"' 



LIMA AGREEMENT 

e Considering that: 

'•: 
'. 

L - a) The Latin American Lutheran Conferences of Curitiba (1951), Petropolis 
( 1954) and Buenos Aires ( 1959) have helped to C.J'_e:ate- a c.-le:ar.~.consciousness 
of the fellowship and cooperation among the Lutherans of Latin America. 

b) In the IV Latin American Lutheran Congress of Lima (1965), with a repre
sentation of Latin American Churches never before achieved, we have found 
a marked emphasis on the development and intensification of this mutual 
understanding and cooperation among the different Lutheran groups in our 
continent. 

c) This drawing together implies a mutual responsibility on the part of all 
Lutheran Churches of Latin America, so that their consciousness of a 
common vocation and responsibility before Jesus Christi might be deepened. 

-~ 

d) There is yet much to be done in areas such as the following: 

1) To deepen the already existent Lutheran fellowship 
2) To discover and promote practical and necessary ways of expressing the 

mutual Lutheran responsibility with respect to the various aspects of life 
and Christian witness of our Latin American chur<;pes. , . · 

3) To undertake and carry out all those tasks which should and can be carried 
out together. 

4) To promote and carry out theological studies which, orientated by the Lu
theran Confessions, might elucidate the present, actual situation in Latin 
America and make us aware of the same. 

We the delegates of the IV Latin American Lutheran Congress, meeting in the 
city of Lima, Peru, from July 10-15, 1965, agree to create: 

THE PROVISIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF THE LUTHERAN CHUR
CHES OF LA TIN AMERICA. 

The Committee shall be composed of seven members, with one of them serving 
as Ad-Hoc Coordinator. 

IL The purposes of the Provisional Coordinating Committee are the following: 

1) To invite all the Lutheran churches of Latin America to participate and coo
perate in the formation of a LA.T-IN AMERICAN LUTHERAN COUNCIL. 

2) To prepare a draft of a constitution in close cooperation with the directive bo
dies of the Latin American Lutheran churches. 

3) To draw up a financial plan which will assure a progressive contribution of the 
participating Lutheran church bodies. 

4) To call a constituting convention of the LATIN AMERICAN LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
in 1966, if possible, at a date to be agreed upon by the churches which have pre
viously expressed their desire to send an official delegate or observer. 

Lima, Peru, July 14, 1965 



LA TIN AMERICAN LUTHERANS M<M. J.HEAD ON 

COOPERATIVE VENTURE 

Meeting at the Facul tad Luterana de Teo1og!a in Jose C. Paz, a Buenos Aires 

(Argentina) suburb, November 17-19, the •sub Committee on Literature• moved forward 

toward the program outlined for it at the IV Latin American Lutheran Conference 1n 

Lima, Peru, July, 1965. 

The Committee, composed of Pastors David Oalvo (Argentina), Ernesto Weigandt 

(Guatemala) and Arnfeld c. Morek (Colombie), will be n department of the proposed 

Lutheran Council in Latin America, whose structuring committee was also created qt 

th4" I,il!ll! Oonf'srence. 

Meeting with Committee as advisers were Pastors Robert F. Gussick, chairman of 

the structuring committee; Guido Tornquist, Director of the LWF Latin America Com-

mission, and Levon Spath, Secret&ry of LOUSA Division on Spanish Literature. 

Most urgent among the titerature needs of Luther~ns in Latin Pmerica is a graded 

Sunday School curriculum and an adequate text for catechetical instruction. To meet 

these needs, an editorial office is being set up in Guatemala City, with Ernesto 

Weigandt as editor in chief. Writers, translators, educators and artists in various 

parts of the continent will be contracted for work on these projects. Existing 

materiels in English and European languages ere under consideration for adaptation 

or as source material for the Spanish parish education courses. 

A budget, to be submitted for Rpproval by the participating churches and 

RgAncie-s, w-,s drawn up. This budget, for 1967, and gener~~l plan of operation, tt~ 

submitted for consideration of the Committee charged with structuring the Lutheran 

Council in Latin America, meeting also at the Lutheran Faculty in Buenos Aires, 

November 21-22. 

--Arnfeld C. i•lorck 
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MEMORANDUM 

Los siete miembros del COMITE COORDINADOR PROVISION.4L DE LAS IGLESIAS 
LUTER.~AS LATINOAMERICANAS; 

DEs 
ASUNTO: 

El Rdo. Roberto F. Gussick, coordinador ad-hoc~ 
Informe y recomendaoiones del sub-comite de literatura en espafiol; 
3 de marzo de 1966. FECHAa 

1. Conforme a la recomendaoi6n del IV. CONGRESO LUTERANO LATINOAMERICANO, cele
brado en Lima, nuestro comi te nombr6 a tres personas que integraran a1 sult
oowit6 de literature. en espanol. Fueron los tresa el Rdo. Davi4 J. Calvo 
de la Iglesia Luterana Unida de Argentina {secretario ejecutivo), el Rdo. 
Arnfeld c. Korok de la Iglesia Evangiiioa Luterana - S!nodo de Colombia, y 
el Rdo. Ernesto Weigandt del Distri to Kisional del Caribe del Sinodo de Ki
suri. (Vease el MEMORANDUM del 29 de julio de 1965). 

2o Dicho sub-oomite ~~ oelebr6 su primera reuni6n en Kexioo, D. F., del 7 a1 9 
de febrero pr6ximo pasado, estando presentee eowo asesores el Rdo. Lavon H. 
Spath, seoretario ejeoutivo de Publicaciones E1 Escudo de Nueva York, y el 
susorito, en su oapaoidad de coordinator a.d-hoo de muestro comite. 

3. El informe del sub-oomite y sus recomendaoiones estan adjuntados, puesto que 
deben de reoibir el apoyo del cowite ooordinador provisional antes de ser re
oomendados a las entidad.es luteranas interesadas. 

4. Hay que notarse que estas reoomendaoiones se dirigen solamente a las entida
des de habla espanola, puesto que las iglesias brasilefias tienen su propio 
programa de representando a las entidades de habla portuguesa, que siPViera 
de enlace oon este subecomite en espanol.) 

5o Para que se inioiara, lo mas pronto posible, un programa oonoreto oon fines 
definidos por la oonsulta de literatura, efeotuada tambiin en Lima, se propu
so la formaoi6n de una Junta Editora que se estableoiera ~artir de enero 
de 1967 oon sede en Guatemala. La decisi6n referente al lugar fue diotada 
por ciertas oirounstanoias del momenta que, del punto de vista del sub-oomit6# 
ayudarian en ahorrar dinero y tiempo por existir ahora una ofioina en Guate
mala donde pudiera oolooarse esta Junta Editora y por estar ya presente en 
este mismo lugar uno de los integrantes de la proyeotada junta. 

6. El presupuesto sugerido debe de pasarse.por las entidades nombradas antes de 
oonoretarse y, por eso, el vista bueno de nuestro oomite no implicara que 
exigimos el aporte indicaio. Este presupuesto es nada mas que una sugeren
oi~ del sub-oomite. 

1. Para que lleguen estas reoomendaoiones a las entidades indicadas, nuestro 
comi te debe de aceptarlos !!!. prinoipio, es deoir, recomendarlas a las enti
dades. Puesto que Publioaoiones El Escudo celebrarl su pr6xima reuni6n el 
22 de marzo y la Comisi6n para America Latina de la Federaci6n Luterana Hun
dial del 29 al 31 de marzo, preoisa que el criteria de nuestro oomite se re
oiba lo mas pronto posible. 

8. De oonsiguiente, SE RUEGA que tengan la bondad de expresar sus opiniones de 
inmediato para que eaten en esta ~ del 15 de marzo. Otra vez, para su 
oonvenienoia, ~~~reoibe ninguna oomunicaoi6n, se da por sentado que el 
voto esta a favor de las recomendaoiones del sub-comite de literatura en es
pafiol. 

1 • Suyo en Cristo, 

Roberto F. Gussick 



F. E. L. PUBLICATIONS. LTD. 
1543 West Olympic Boulevard • Los Angeles, California 90015 

Phone: Area Code 213 • 386-4383 

May 19, 1971 

Mr. Arnfeld C. Morek 
The American Lutheran Church 
Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission 
of South America 
Apod. Aereo 511-33 
Bogota 2, Colombia 
South America 

Dear Mr. Morek: 

Please consider this letter as official permission to zerox 
copies of your Spanish language adaption of the song THEY'LL KNOW WE 
ARE CHRISTIANS by Peter Scholtes. This permission is granted to you 
without fee. 

I would request, however, that the composer of the melody, Peter 
Scholtes, be given credit on all copies of the song and that the following 
copyright notice be also printed on each copy: 

Music Copyright (C) 1966. F.E.L. Publications, Ltd. 
1543 W. Olympic Blvd. Los Angeles, Calif. 90015. U.S.A. 
Used with permission. 

We wish you all success in your work . 

....---~~urs, _,...-- ~ ~ 
r \ ( '<....- .-

1 I . /'F .chaefer / . 
• ~ rector of Publytat1ons 

JES/mlh 

Publishers of Music. Records and Books, Sacred and Secular • Chicago • Los Angeles 



HIMN"O .Al\!"TIFORAL PARA EL VIERNES S.AliTO 
(Melodia: No. 96 de "El Himnario") 

2~ tonada FLAB 40 
(Hambnrgo 8888, Lowel Yason, 1824) 

(El pastor lee o ca.nta las estrofas que contienen ITLas Siete Pal a bras" 0 
~la congregacion respoud~ cantando las estrofas que tienen asterisco. ;/ 

/lri'J{eld (2'.: Mot-c-k} lft3- 1/701-
1. Venid al G6lgota, venid; 

la voz del Salvador ofd 
que desde aquella horrenda cruz 
pregona vida, paz, salud. 
For sus verd~gos el oro: 
110h Padre, dales el ::~erdon; 
no saben lo que hacen hoy, 
cegada y torpe es su razon." 

* 2. iOh, intercede T6 por ~i! 
Fui yo, fui yo quier. te her:l 
por mi pecado y rebeli6n: 
Hui1lilde irr.plorote perd6n. 

3. Aquel ladron contrite oyo 
palabra de consuelo y amor: 
11Verdad. te digo, hoy estaras 
conr:ligo en celico solazo 11 

·:.· 4. J es6s, acuerdate de mi, 
pues yo tambien soy reo y vil; 
dame en la hora de expirar 
entrada en tu celeste hogar. 

5. El duelo de su madre via 
y tiernamente le ha~l6~ 
"Mujer, tu hijo, he:!.o ahi, 11 

y a Juan: "Tu MaJ.re~ b.ela aqui." 

* 6.Al verme solo en lucha cruel 
enviame un her~~o fiel 
que me consuele en el dolor 
con los destollos de tu amor. 

1. lQue voz de angustia y de iolor! 
lJan:as se oyo igual clar::or! 
116Por que, Dios r:lio, en esta lid, 
me abandonaste tl'1 asi? 11 

-:·:· 8. TU.1 por mi culpa :r tra.."lsgresion 
sufriste ar::arga confusion; 
y asi j a.r:-j,~s l a sufrire, 
mas por tu muerta vivire. 

9. "Sed tongo, 11 dijo el Salvador, 
11 Cual tiesto suco mi vigor," 
y dieronle vi::c:.;:re y hiel 
cw~pliendo asi Palabra fiel. 

·Z. lO.La copa an;arga de mi mal 
tan rebosante e infernal 
bebisto t6 alla por mi. 
Sacia.c:.a esta r;:i sed en Ti. 

11. i Co:r:. grande -voz de vencedor 
por ciclo y tierra resono 
triunfal procl&Ta de salud: 
11 Cumpliclo esta, 11 clarno Jes6s. 

-:-:· 12.En dos el velo se partie 
y el hondo infierno retemblo: 
De par en par aoriste t6 
portal de sal vacion y luz. 

13. "Padre, en tu ma.."lo entrego yo 
mi esp:lritu, 11 Jes6s clarno. 
Su noble rostra el incline 
y par nosotros expir6. 

w 14 • .Jes6s, ensename a vivir 
y salvo al fin, en Ti morir, 
la cruz, en pos de Ti llovar 
y en tu presencia caminar. 

• • * 0 * - * * * * * * * 0 * 0 * * 
"El cual rr.ismo llc:v6 nuestros pecados m: su cuerpo sobre el 
madera, para que nosotros siendo muertos a los pocad.os, 
vivamoa a la justicia; 90r la :wridc.. del cual habois sido 
sanados. 11 I Pedro 2:24 



{::12~ r2eY4 
~oriebab T8iblira ~olombiana ?t1 

L" p.l!db<a de O~tl~ 
.tt""'t<l va•a Wdo" 

ALFONSO CORZO C. 
Gerente 

1 

Bogota, Diciembre 22 de 1.988 

Reverendo 
ARNFELD C. I'IORCK 
4708 - 46. Avenue 
Camrose, Alberta 
CANADA T4V OE4 

Muy estimado pastor Morek y familia: 

Quisiera presentar disculpas par no haber respondido antes su carta de 
Septiembre 16 de 1.988, razon par la cual ahara les expreso gratitud par las 
dos cartas : la de Septiembre y el saluda de Navidad junto con las fotos. 

I 

El tiempo transcurre velozmente y cada dia que pasa, la vida est~ mas 
llena de casas de diferente arden. Nuestra Sociedad Biblica ha venido 
creciendo rapidamente en actividades, lo cual conlleva un crecimiento en 
personal, en espacios fisicos y tambien en aspectos a solucionar. La 
produccion total de Escrituras se ha intensificado; este ana produjimos 
245.000 biblias en Carvajal y en este .omenta estamos contratando la 
produccion de 191.000 m1s en otra imprenta; estas son biblias para nuestro 
trabajo y tambien para exportar a otras Sociedades Biblicas del Continente. 
Este y otros hechos hacen que ya tengamos practicamente tres departamentos 
bien definidos <Distribuci6n, Producci6n, Contabilidad) que siguen creciendo. 

La anterior explica por que estoy lleno de casas; 
justifica mi actitud de no enviar una carta a mis amigos. 

sin embargo no 

Ciertamente creemos que Dios puso su mana en la salud de Marta; de otra 
manera hubiera sido alga muy dificil por las circunstancias peligrosas que 
rodeaban el caso. Ella, despues de haber recibido tratamiento de radioterapia 
y de una segunda operaci6n exploratoria, continua con chequeos peri6dicos 
donde el onc6logo; pero gracias a Dios su salud sigue bien. Alfonsito termin6 
su tercer ana de primaria y Danielito va a iniciar transici6n. Danielito fue 
sometido a una operacion del coraz6n hace 2 anos, pero esta perfectamente 
bien. 

Hemos compartido con ustedes tambien la situaci6n de su enfermedad, 
pastor Morek, pero sabemos ~ue. Dios tiene sus prop6sitos aunque no los 
entendamos y, a veces, no querramos aceptar. Pedimos a El que les fortalezca 
y de paciencia hasta el final. 

SEDE PRINCIPAL 
Carrera 9 No.79-35 
Telefono:2 49 76 49 
A.A.89063,Bogota 8,D.E. CABLES: BIBLEHOUSE BOGOTA 

SUCURSAL 
Carrera 5, No.1 5-95 
Teletonos:2 81 46 71 
2 41 74 27 - 2 81 46 3!0 
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Respecto al permiso para el uso del dibujo en el texto de Efesios, no 
veo ningun problema par lo que ya pas6. Estey de acuerdo para que en futuras 
publicaciones pudiera anotarse la leyenda que usted sugiere en su carta. Los 
pastores Pavasars y Ariza no han hablado conmigo al respecto; pero si lo 
hacen, voy a confirmarles lo mismo. 

Creo que ya es suficiente par ahara; ee resta desearles lo mejor en 
Navidad y en el ana que esta par llegar. Reciban saludos de mis compaleros 
luteranos de trabajo <Luidina de Ariza, Flor Alba Pineros, Sr. Gualdron, Jorge 
Alvarez y Emiro Fernandez - de Socota> y de mi familia. 

Cordialmente, 

SOCIEDAD~ BIB~~~BIANA 

ALF!t CORZO C. 
-J=~ente-

ACC-fpg. 
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Se mencionaron las siguientes obras para la catequizaci6n que han si
do traducidas al espanol y que existen en fo~a de manuscrito o mimeografiadas. 

l. LA IGLESIA ENSENA. por Ebbe Arvidson y Tage Bentzer. 
2. CURSO CATEQUETICO. por el Rdo. R. Hoeferkamp. 
). CRECIENDO EN CRISTO. (Growing in Christ de C.P,H.) 
4. ~QUE DICE LA BIBLIA? (What does the Bible say?) 
5. BOSQUEJO CATEQUISTICO. por Casper B. Nervig 

Tambiin se sugirieron las siguientes obras en ingles para catequiza
cion, preparaci6n de lideres laicos, etc. que pudieran traducirse al espanol: 

l. EXPLANATION OF LUTHER'S SMALL CATECHISM. por Martin Marty. 

2. ADVENTURES IN THE CHURCH. por William Backus y M. Rundick. 

3. LET'S STUDY THEOLOGY. por Henry Reimann. 

4. WHAT IN THE WORLD? por Collin Williams. 

5. WHERE IN THE WORLD? por Colin Williams. 

6. CREEDS OF THE BIBLE. por Fred Danker. 

Obras sugeridas que pueden ser auspiciadas por Publicaciones El Escudo. 

1. CREACION Y REDENCION. por Regin Prenter. 

2. LA FE EN LA IGLESIA. por Regin Prenter. 

3. CURSO PARA CATEQUISTAS. por Roberto Hoeferkamp 

4. LET GOD BE GOD. de Watson. 
~ 

5. THE DYNAMICS OF SAN~IFICATIONS. por Wm. Holmes. 

6. Peake's Bible Commentary u otro comentario de la Biblia en un so

lo tomo y para un nivel de educaci6n secundaria. 

?. Un Manual de Evangelismo. 
JL 

8. THE RIGHTEaBNESSOF GOD. por Gordon Rupp. 



1M tou.o.Jaa iatoru.Uoa waa oltta1Ae4 b7 P.n. O. GaMI't O.U. 11p0t1 nt1U ..... 
nnd Ml'•• Ola~ ftU&JU"U~ end latemewtq th• l• Jlut'-a oa ...,., .. nlltl 10. It ta tP n
port ot u '-lttaok ~~~ede on tou AMr1oan otttzat, lilt. 8B4 Jat1. OJ.«or Q.uann.a. Miaa.lfelea 
~nielaoa and t.Uas 1118 li:llaabeth Hter«a, Who are lnnpltoal.ata•tnarteP ln Dtdt-, 
Bo7!M• 

~ !!! ~ gL !r!!. .... :.....,tta.-.....o-.t 

The attack took plaoa on Sun~q art.rnoon, May 23, 1M3, 4ur111g a prooMtsioa oele
b::-ated '' the OsthoUo Oburoh. It ••• a tew 1\lnute• before S P.M., tho .Pl"OCeadoa la8'1iq 
left the Ca,holio olauroh • sl:lol't Ume Ml'liC'. 

The misa1onaries (all Amer1oans) mentioned aboTe, toceth•r witb two Colombie~ Okll
C.ren tlil:lO wue utay1Ni w1 th thea, P.nd. 'he1:: 99l"ftll\, ';\'·!J'e all. 1ns1~• the b.O'Jift w!aQ the 
prooee1ion came along tu s'\rMt 011 wtl1oh tlMJ:V 11••· Several ot th•• ill01'141Di Jilt. ~ua
rud (who is the p.etor there), were tak1nc en e.fienooa roe't •' the tiM. 'liheB ,_, lleut 
the no1ae ot 'tho poo;le apJMaelltq, thiJ' realiaect ~hat 801118tllia& •• coadq, ea4 cot V• 
All doora to the atnet 4owalta1ra "" elrea4J oloee4, aa4 01 4ool'a f2 wiadolr•a&tt•• 
or,.a1ng ontl) the stl'eet on the .. oond floor tha1 mlaht h.e.w ben open were p:re•Jl'U7 
closed. Th4 :trladoual'iea obaened the tatller1q OI'OW4 tor a tew IIDIII8ata throua;h the orn
ioes ll!ld Ol--aoks in tUld between the ahu"tt-.ra ou the secoae floor. 

12! Stoniag 

Tbey notl.,ed that the people Tery coon bepn to throw none~. sncl whllll those tell 
-~~:~--. ,_. thuttera of 'tlle :roou ia ,.Meb "he; Rre. t~1 naol'fad to so ot~t onto *lla Tel'
an4 ·or porch feo1ng tl\e patio ta 'the ln,mo:: ot tht howle. :It waa neoeeaa2.7 to olo1e 
tile. 4oora between t~ J'OOJU aa4 tha Tel'8.JMle, &I tJae ltoael •a Oaaba ill la p-Mt a• 
tere, brealdn:; the ahuttoe an.4 l!laktng deep. C'tlts tn the oe$11118 on4 walls wherneZ' t-. 
Btruok. · 

~:oors :5arred ~ .~_.!l,loo~fd 

Jlr. Q.uant-'.14 wn• do1r11 to the ti:rat floor to lJer tu ent:raace door 1zL the zagub, 
end put pe1locka on tlla o'bal' c!oo:ra inside the bouse. .After loi.D& IC) he ret1.tl'ned to tile 
•erauda on the e•eo'll4 floor. where u rem:d,ned W1 th tlle oth.el'l, swal tin@ Whatave:r &llPt 
uppen. 

Btoniy Continued !a~ .!!d.!!, tfei&hbol',!y ~U3G 

'!'he tbrowiar, of awaea ooat1nue4 t~ n~>re thu e halt Jlotar, haTing bepn n tow liD• 
man'• betors thne o'olook. ~I' lt had ben aolnc on fol' 1011e ttJie o.t t~ front of tbt 
b~uee, 1ameone in a book patio ot a nelahbo:rina iouae besan to ~ow atone• at the mlla1~ 
sd~ts. ilne stone atru.ok the little boy, u4 aaotbe:r atl"wtk Mr. flU.aln'ud. •. ~tJt he wea able 
to dod~ enough to avoid belAC •riou~ art. Attel' 1101'1 the a he.lt laou the pol1c._
wbo ha4 ant Tad on tae soeu ....-c1 ·to ba-.e pinH ... 10at.ol ot tu 11 tuaUca; W• 
~ppeera to ha'fe l)9e one of the zea:tOu 1lh7 tbe at'\aotara 414 aot nter taJ'ther 1ato \b 
ho!lae. 'lb.e ooo ..... te ot tu lloue took zoef'Qae -•hind e wall Qiola tom. pan ot tU ~-
aade tlft1ll.D&"• 

... :our,__at.-1 ... 011-. gL!!!,. Attaok 

..\a atated above, the I!Uaoi: laated O'lel' a halt hour. 



Repor' !!. ~ Attaot 9,p. JMJ:loau 11. Psl!W • !Ia.! 
t 

!'D'""!!. rorod !!,!g. .!}!. B'e~&!t 

n. utr&noe tnto the t.bal'Gl h b1 _, of Q.e mala dool' to 'the bllildU& u4 tu 
hall, tl:lenoe tn~o 'lle ~at1o ud tHa there lAW the olL&P4tl•l'Oom.- A forced entl'uoe la'- · 
the lhapel Wll mnde, ho·•-aV81"1 bJ W8J' Of tJle doO~Wb.4oW ftith :faoes the IJt.:rte'-a. 61ol' 
which ne elnrs kept closed •. rue "'ctoor• •u eoapletelt 'bi'Oken 4oe, heae · u4 all, 
lee:da& onl.r the opentna b. the awt wall. !Doqh that o:paDtq the JtOb hac1 tlii'01ia * 
t1.ll'D1tv. from the o!lcpel u4 'Uoba it to pleo••J these tllU,e lla'Ye r-1ae4 n.ue • 
the nreet liP to \he PHHat tiM. !M ltoota, 1Jlolu4Ua tara boob, liilea, 11111 , .. ._. 
amte, !ertl'tUN poi'Uoae, uaota ete., wea ton to piece• anti! tbrowa 1ato the nra.t. 
The Upt bulbt 1D the Olla,Pel were brokn.. 

I 

,!reak1y .2! !!!:!,~.}Aadly 1ato.!!!,. Jatm9r 2£.~ JI!.WI• 
'!be ~oor lee4!ns t.roa. '\btt ohnpel-l'ocna 1nto tM pa·U• "a:s broken 'to pieoaa. l•nac 

oulr a ~e1't of the true a~diJtC. JortaatelJ' ths J80Ple apparently beonu trf.atat••4 
by the 1nte:.:"Ventloa ot the poltoe, aa •a,loaed tlboft, :mel heMe did not !Ult~ t-'li.8.1' 
itlt~ the hollse. Jrtr. Quauu4 ·haa ,., a flldloolr oa that doo.1'~ too, ud pon1ol.7 tat _, 
b.ev• h" some etfeet. U ..... aJPsl'ft\ .. that 111ae mob ha4 •ailed. 1Jo eatu tar..a• ao u · 
to t~t at tho aieelonutea. 

~tents,t~~ 

.~ enot stat8118nt &II w tbe aat\Ul" ot 4~ 4one is aot now available, but it 1a 
ev1den' thet the eJ.teat of the ._,._ · wa eomdddftbla. .An e,;act sta.~ement ooa be se
c'NHd· troJt. Ill'. "a.wmrud it desil'e4. 

a ... ~- eleyea 4oora •d wtad~ b70JcGl tou 011 tln ot \)lese wn ea.,l.ete
ly wr-*e4, ed the otUH gnatl)r 4aDel4~ a.. ot a.- U. 4oozoa 1n 't;qe llouH ;;t· 1lle · 
len410:r4, \!tho 111'e• 1n the 84Joln1JJC bou.. . · 

~ toroe ot the stones Jtade ~eep c~a ln tM walla ud a.tUDga, oaula& axteul-fe 
a..,. tnlide the 'buU.d.in.c ea •U u to tM •lls alone tM atNet. 

!!.!.!. !!,. .!!!!. 8\0Ma 

TJaa 1toaea raqe4 tl'OII tM ala• of a Ja(!lll '• eg ·to l'OOU "1Pill8 • .,..hl Pt.U. 
soorea ot t-. WQ'e uae4; the euot number 11 aot na1laltle, b'llt S.t 1• mcl•t the* tlllq 
wwe·~n,..ou. · 

Iadloatlosa ~ ~HUPI 

1bere is eocd eVidence th&t th1• fttta.etr •• no' all,TthlDC a''$-.pted or& the •JV ot 
the liOll.ent. Indica. tiona n:rtt tJaat lt ft'l pl.eaud aaa •U orpalzed JZ'iOl" to tilt •• 11:1• 
met ot the prooealiO!l. N• is lhows !»7 tJae toU•11'11 faotea 

l. People do :ao.t heft the ctufltott ot Mft.,iftC " su,pt7· ot .JOOJca an4 •to•a W.tla . ._ 
lfhile 1a a ~eaaioa,-or do they? · · 

!. '.fb:re ~~ .JlOt &Waea &Yaildle t• tJdt attaolc ia tJle n...-t C08Jt AQ U Jild 
b•en brousht b7 the ))8l!'tlt1»eate; eouequeatl7 the .. ,._.. ·wllo to-.4 pan ot· .. 
proo9st1on llad br()ught atone•. Wi'Ul t~. · , 

3. llol' ao i*)J)l• llrlke Ill p:racttoe O't 11.1"J'rlac Aoel wt.tll '~ 1Ja ~"ulou. ft!
Zll88el to the attaok b.ilTe atate4 that llotl •• otMI' lutn~~Mta ,... tl..C la ....... 
tnto the b.oue. . · . ·· . ·. ·· 



•· hople Jaan \o14 the ldeslonmea that ·\he prieet lla4 QOk• eplut 1h• trca 
hit pqlp1 t for a lone Ume, and thft" he had !'tfened etroa&lr to t1le1r \1101'11: on ,.., lift-

- T10Ut Sad.ay. 

·e. ~itne•••• io ta~ ~ttaok st~te th~' 'he priests were tn -.he ~rocosa1o~, .nd that 
~fte of t~ h~4 1a41e~te4 to 'he peo~le in ~he t!OW4 th~ they should do Wb&\tTe~ ,_., 
,.,iebed, i'ft 'ih~ aasae ot tbe nr!in.. U Q,.f!'l"~ thftt aome of the btmdllea. tnel! to up • 

. the ,rtest to ~• ~n with the prooeaslon, bu' -· ~~1ne4 1n t~t o~ the house, •' 
leeet tor aome ti-.. . ' 

The Am.erieMe had done no'\h11l!', outat<\e of the'" J)'Heenoe in the 'own n.nd the WJ\Ial 
oalm nanplioal 'W01ic, to }U'O'foke Ol' brtag on tbe onalaqht. P:.topegan4a work hft4 aot 
be'!!l 40!\e; 'belin.e:re tl"'OI othe: to"fiD.s wl:l> lind IIID'ft4 to ])W. taa hcd 'Visited thEQ alld bl"o~t 
o'thilre w1 ~ \h•, both to~ per10nal oonTe:tsat1cms l1.Dd tor the lll8et1ni;s whioh w•re hel4. -
No houae-to-hollH 'rieUe.tl~a he4 ben. done. No Utel'ature oontre.r,y to the lew ot the 
l&nd OJ' ap1ns\ aood aonl teftobiaa btl4 been a1ven to ~· 

!ieeUy,a 

For: apprui.mately a 1eu meet1nas ha4 beell oon4\10te4 on Sunday r~eai~a onlJr, 81U1 
\hat beldD.d oloMcl doora. S1aoe the t1ra\ pari of MaT a &mdq SChool se.rvioe had lNJe 
held 011 8udey JB01'1\1nga.. !he lftat few Swlde1a the ctftllae 4oor br 'lfP:1 ot ~· he.llwq 
lre.s lefi OpeD t~ people to enter freely lf they wiahed .to 4o 80. 'they li'Oul4 fil"st ell'U 
th-!! fa·Uo, ond ~ thel.'4l paaa into the eher.el-rooaa. ft) foor wsa ever lett opft ~ 
the ohapel-rooa to tlle str.et. 

fte aineiq ot ~·· the 1'8&411\g or iori})ture. pe.aaaae•. Si&le atwll and IU4Uatlou, 
and tNU baTt: M41.a the uual FOCte4llft. at .tM NFde... · . · 

Reaently e ·tew Bible elaeeu tor,... hai be81l oorututed br one of the lady cee1oa
•rl•• on weak-4a)"tl. 

Threat .!!. Amo%"1!!!! L1 y .. 

fi1Q :t'el'OoiiJ witb whloll thle attaok u.pon .wr1"ea o1t1&en.a was ouried out,~d 
mde"D.ce-4 by t'bt ab.ottts or the lio~. the weapou uae4, ont the 'riole.nce ot its aeUOD,
indicate elserly ib.a't 1 t ••• •• ln.tee:Uon aot Ollly w cleat70J' the lt.ou.se la wh1Gil ~ 
miu1on&l'1ea li1'e lnlt to 11:111 tile aiealouries. 't'b.le latenUoa waa not Ml1 eam.a 
out eitt.pl.y beceuse of' the in'Gel'Tent1o• of ~ pollo~ an4 looal ev.~4or1tlea. 

Second noor e lao Stonecl ...... .__., ....... 
A• atsted a~ve, thQ bedloOms oa the second tloor were also attnoked; tor tbe~ rea

~on the occupe'ftts ooulfl uot reu.in 1n thetr J'OOU 1 •·• ba4 "to ., ... to the Y6l"aa4a o,.alaa 
en tlle pa\io. Tbe HColld tloor ce111naa were 4amaged by tH ltonaa. . 

l.J!l'~ea'tietio' 

De~enlal ad auueipal poUM ofticel'a u•• S.aten1ewe4 Jar. q,u~ 8ll4 ~ 
note of tb.o 4e.mege doae to tlle b.Ouse,·lnlt 'lll• :ll1sa1ona.r1el clo uo-. bow bow tu -th .. e of• 
f1!le1'e be.1fe oeJ"led \heir 1aftlt1pt1oa. ft bo:pe tba." tl:le aeoe111U7 ate.,_ will lHt '-ku 
'o pl"'fl.de adequa\e ptG\eoUon of llfe and PN'P81''l1. to 1aev.ra MlJabV.'fl .. t ·of tile _.. 
P4Ul•• or Hpelr188 thtt bu1ld1ntr. ead· replaolD& turDitue ed eq-a1JIIIIIlt• lfll4 al.o to JH-
1'en't the HO~ll'1'ftOe ot S\loh epiao4ea, ill }')lituia and el&..UJ'e la Oo~f.a. 



'1. 

new• 
,_ Jl•tv•• wwe taan toUa-lq the etuotc aopiea aould be prooured tt n... 

,. .. ., ·.tau. to M'M \Uia. · · · 
. . .. 

P.tl.!g!lOJ! . ;.·· 
I • 

· 1JatJ OWbl' Ot tlle ho\18e Jaaa MOUHd deoJ.8n,loaa fl'Oil H"feral witnesses. atell ll~· 
"'~ are qul te O(lllpleie. Oop1ea of tbeee oo\lld probal»lt be aeoured if des1.:re4.· 

!h$.a lntoaet1cm 11 ,aw..l''k4 aabjeot to oont1rmsUon b1 l~. Que.nrud, since the 
report •• . oQmp1w atm lRtiDa D:U tama. 

., . o. Gerhard Ostrfla 

. ) 
. 1 

! 

. ~ . 



• "- llbee17 ot the UB!ted Ststee of Amerioa 
logot• . 

Cet~na 

Jocot&, Ooloabla 
1\me '1, 1~~ 

·I oeM to ~o«otl yeaterday, 8lld; otter hn'i.ll@ re~d tho repo~tt prfti)ared by lll'. 0. a.
hard Oatrem resfll"diue the .. Attaok oa the AMJ-1oea in Duitsa on Mar 23" I, aa one ot tM · · 
Amertoaas refer'i'e4 ~ • wish to oorl'O'bo:rete h.19 atateme.nt, end to aubld. t the tolloiriJic ftJ
leaentary 1:ntormattoa: 

Meana uaed 1n \he a1taok - ......._. ..._. ----
l • .A he&.Y1 boe w1. til brokea hall4l.e -.a toun« 1n .the ollapel-rooa after the at-.a.M • 

. 'ftd.e was 1'\taoYed by 1ne8t1&a~1on otfloere ee tTid.oe. 
2. Abo\lt ono hllnUe4 atoaea were oo\ulte4 !nelda the Jtoue ener the at'kok. 
3. A 'tr-eehly' dq hole t.n •• :aut.t ln tlont of· tlTae Mill'*& a.-. to il41oate 

tMt nones .-4 lteen ooaoealM tll_.. ia pre,parattcm 'fer· ~llo attaot. 
· 4. Aa ~h~ atoaea bee:aa 'o 111 we lleal"4 the .,'b shout,. •At•ra eon loe p.l'Oteat•t•l 

u<l "Abra el port6u. • · 

Priests !!. .l!l!. ,£.l"OOOf!\OB 

'l'hrH· pieata We:H direotU& the p1'0oaeatoa• u4 were pre seat· at lea at at the 1Jqia
n1!18 ot tbe stonlne;. One· ot th8a sea:ne.i to bo 1n oha~ga or the aohOol e;irla, ud app.--.4 
w tr7 to cat tb-. 1Dto a1JI@le tile.· llrt. QUilllftd. aitw one of t!M pteats atand.. •• Ida 
erm raleed And t>Oint to the 1-..· ot the Virgin, as the atoning began. Nevut~Ut~u. I 
hBYo hen told tlaat- tile followlq SuadaJ (N.a;r 30) ·the priest Jaa4· haa ld.e ptalpt~ eJ•f•et 
t!u:.t he \t,;aa 1!1 no "JP· to blM~e f(')l' the nttaot. 

Some de.JS befoM the a"ao1t, the ;")10th61'-la .. law or our laDdlord told .. that tM pn•t 
h?.d announce~ the\ Sift4a;r J1a7 2art would b-e the «'Jay ef the· s.ttact on the rnteatuta. At 
9 A.Jl •. oa thnt Sunde,·, the londlo~4 hirneelt om:w to eee me. IU1d nquected that I appl7 to 
the Amer1cum :&baesy'l.n BogotA tor pi'Otection, both of our p~ao•s and ot the· propenJ. 
He based thl e request on tha Yerbal threats mde by the prlan hom t!le pulpit apta.t tM 
~eaiongr1ea, a~ well ea asainst·bimaelt eDd f~l7. 

Police intervention 

I saw only .one ;olieemen on the scene abot'tl1 etter the nttack hed begloUl. He waa· 
blowint. h11 v.histle to~ help. The &!liM r-olioemtul latel" \old me that be was tb.e oa}J ou 
present at the beclnalag ot the a'taok. 

I have been wl4 .aat mre thea th1rtJ people. were arrested. ·TU laten reports l 
bs'Va hs~d rega~dlq them 1a ~at they haYe all been roleeHd, but tlla't some are o"l1ce4 
to re~ort to ·the au:tbori't:Lea dail;r .. 

JtnniftstaUon l!z ot t1zen_s .2!_ ,ps!te.llf.\ 

itbH then one h\L"'ldlted of tb.e 'oi Uz•as ot Du1 taM haTe been to 't.b.e houe ~ 8Uif.teat 
to u ~ell' pzoto\Uld H8l"ril to~ th• MY&~e •'taote upon Ul "ade b7 tlae Jl'1eat," aa tlaq 
terme•l 1 t. Amo11gn tbaa 1rare 11an1 ot tlle •at l*OJUnent 'business ,people, wlao 'have M1ct 
that "It was b1U'b81'1am to 40 B"lloh 'th1J18S aaainst people ·who are heJie tor the ltstt.-t flf 
the COUDti'J • • 

.. 



a 
.. 
.. IIIII._ W,t IIO'lt4!4 aDJ -.atteetatiosae aaaiaat u b7 tM -,.ople Ia IIM-.1 tt Did_. 11aee .. ,.._ ept.aote~ . . ·. ' 

'P'"" . ' .· . 
I aeloae a ·witten ~'"'••• ma4e bJ tJle lo4lollt. 

t"al10 •OloSI 811 8ft11ll OOp114 troll 'thtt J18W8J)8Hel" "&1. Rftdlaal" Of lft&t Wdk. 

I . 

. . 
. I 

... :, 

'·· 



• OFICINA 

REPUBLICA DE COLOMBIA - MINISTERIO DE GOBIERNO 

POLl CIA NACIONAL 

SECCION DE EXTRANJEROS.Secretar!a. 

E30GOTA. 

NUMERO 

PERMISO PARA TOMAR FO'POGRAFIAS 

VALIDO POR SEIS Q6) MESES. -

octubre 30 de 1945. 

EL SUSCRITO JEFE DE LA SECCI{IN IE EXTRANJEROS DE LA POLICIA NACIONAL, 

.. 

HACE CONSTARt 

Que se ha eoncedido permiso al senor CLA.RENCE GERHARD OSTBEhl".jl 

de nacionalioad estadounidense, portador de la cedula de ex~ranje

r!a n~ero 126 R.E., expedida en El Cocuy y refrendada en ~sta Se£ 

ci6n bajo ndmero 9416 R.E., para tomar fotografias dentro del terti 

torio de Colombia a excepci6n de los lugares· expresamente prohibidos 

por el Gobierno Nacional, por el termino de SF:IS {6) !~SES, contados 

a partir de la fecha~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --
En tal virtud se ruega a las autoridades no obstaculizarlo y ~ 

tes bi~n prestarle el apoyo que solicite. - -:- - - - - - -- ---- - -

Expedido en Bogo''' a treinta (30) de 

cuarenta y cinco ( lo945)o - ~ 

z~0~c 
D:OO:RGP. 

• 



Representatives of the Various 
Protestant i~;Ussions in Colombia. 

Dear !i'riends: 

()(;{:"" &,l r 'fl. . I 

BaAtc,..oli T< l! t{s~t'taer 

!laving had several years experience dealing with our diplomatic re
presentatives and the various Colombian Ministries involved in the 
legal aspects of our missionary problems, I feel constrained to 
make an observation based on that experience and on my intimate 
knowledge of the workings of the departments referred to • 

.. 
1 It is my firm c9nviction that we foreigners engaged in religious 
V v1orkJ being guests of this c runtry, should not appeal to our diplo- . 
1 matic representatives in connection with the various types of per-

secution which we meet in the course of our missionary work. 

~men such an appeal is made, the Embassy sends, not a note, but a 
memorandum (in the diplomatic service there is a big difference be
tween the two) to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Foreign Of
fice then refers the matter to the proper Government agency, be it 

· the Ministry of the Interior ( "Ministerio de Gobierno"), the Depart
ment of Justice, the Department of Education, or whatever. The prop
er department then takes up the matter, and it is settled or it is 
not settled, according to the judgment of that particular department. 
In other words, we may get what we want and we may not. And in the 
meantime, newspaper publicity is usually give~ to the incident, 
which publicity; does not help our missionary work to any great ex
tent and very often is harmful thereto. In <?.ddition, there is an 
underlying resentment against us for having appealed to Uncle Sam 
or John Bull, as the· case may be. It seems too much like an appeal 
to the "Big Stick". 

On the other hand, if the matter is taken directly to the Depart
ment of the Colombian Government most directly concerned witfi the 
question,. whether the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of 
Justice, the I\~inistry of Education or some other department, the 
same results will be obtained es might have been obtained by an ap
peal to the Embassy. At the same time there is less chance of un
desirable publicity, and we avoid the opprobrium attached to the 
appeal of e. foreigner to his home government for intervention in 
the affairs of this country, where, I repeat, we are guests. 

On one occasioL I had successfully negotiated visas for a certain 
missionary couple desiring to enter Colombia. The day I went to the 
Foreign Office to obtain the authorization was the day that puolici
ty had oeen given to the appeal to the U.S.3mbassy for diplomatic • 
intervention in the case of an attack on one of our Missions. The 
authorization was not fLrthcondng, and it took a lot of additional 
work.and wire-pulling to finally get the visas. Every incident in
volv1ng attacks on Protestant missionaries and mission property 
serves as a pretext for tightening up on entry permits. 
' 



• 
I would urge, then, that in all cases of persecution, the matter be 
taken up directly with the Colombian authorities, working through 
Colombian friends if necessary. I repeat that just as much can be 
obtained that way as can be obtained by appealing to our diplomatic 
representatives, and a number of undesirable consequences can be 
avoided. 

'Nith all best w~shes fon you personally and in the glorious work 
the Lord permits !us to have a part in during these momentous days 
in Colombia, fr~ught with wonderful opportunit;i.es, which lay upon 
His children a ~remendous responsibility, I anr, 

Sincerely,A f!· ~~ Apartado Nacional 35 U .J~ 
Apartado Aereo 3604, Bogota. Oct. 6,'49. Bancroft Re· sny r 

Enclosed is a copy of this letter which you may care to send to your 
I~ome Base, to acquaint them with this point of viww,. and perhaps a
voiding appeals to Washington ~rem that end. 



• 

• 

Colombia 
Conditions in Colombia have not improved politi
cally. Some of our churches are still closed by order 
of the Catholic priests and bishops of the area and 
under action of the local or district police under 
their control. This action is in direct violation of the 
Constitution of Colombia which guarantees religious 
liberty to all people within the country. Representa
tion by the natives in the areas concerned has been 
made directly to the national officials. It is hoped 
that in a short time these areas may be re-opened 
for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

In Parpa, one of the mountain regions where many 
people have been interested in the Gospel, one young 
manwho had been attending our chapel was mur
dered. His three brothers were attending a meeting 
at the time. Instead of scaring them away from their 
newly awakened faith, they were confirmed in it 
and took the final step to enter the Church. The 
Lord has many ways of gaining His victory through 
persecution . 



Bogota, Octubre 30 de 1949 

CELMOSA 
Tunja, Boyaca 

Elena en Parpa procurara volver Tunja martes. 

Valborg llega lunes. Favor algu1en quedarse con ella 

hasta llegue Elena. Hay campo donde Quanrud. 

Jose Walla, Carrera 13, 73-71 
· Tel. 94216 

CELMOSA 

Oil Omerica Cables and Radio 
OFICINAS EN LOS SIGUIENTES 

PAISES DE LA AMERICA 
ARGENTINA 
ARUBA 
BOLIVIA 
BRASIL 
CHILE 
COLOMBIA 
COSTA RICA 
CUBA 
CURAZAO 
ECUADOR 
ESTADOS UNIDOS 

DEL NORTE 

GUATEMALA 
HAITI 
ISLAS VIRGENES 
MEXICO 
NICARAGUA 
PANAMA 
PERU 
PUERTO RICO 
R. DOMINICANA 
SALVADOR <Ell 
URUGUAY 
VENEZUELA 

i l - .-. -~- .· 

EL SIGUIENTE TELEGRAMA FUE RECIBIOO 

,., ... ~· 1 -
\ _ __..._ ~- . ... -~ 

l ,-.,r .t •. Trr·, 
_....J ~ • '. - • _... .c. ' 

FILIAL DE 

AMERICAN CABLE AND RADIO CORPORATION 

La mayor red telegrofica internacional americana que 

proporciono servicio mundiol por cabl<' y radio. 

Comm~rdal 
Cab leE 

mackay 
'Radio 

ENLAZADA CON LA WESTERN UNION PARA LAS DESTINACIONES 
I::N LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS MAS ALLA DE NUESTRAS OFICINAS 

--, ~. ·-:, ... r 1 ....... 
-~ - -. ·- ,:__,. --

• <'\ -:- rr• T r~-
_ ..... J. ~ -~ 

"VIA ALL AMERICA" 
11 .1 171:~ 

, ....... 1 .. ' 

l..._. _:_ ~ 

FECHA DE RECEPCION 



011 Omerita GJbltH and Radio 
American Cab/~ & Radio System 

.. Via au america .. .. Via Commerciar .. Via mackay 1tadio·· 
INDIOUESE CON UNA "X" LA CLASE 

DE SERVJCJO DESEADO 
OROINARIO A OROINARIO EN 
TARIFA INTEGRA CLAVE (COE! 

URGENTE URGENTE EN 
CLAVE (COEI 

OIFERIOO CARTA TELEGRAMA 
NOCTURNA 

SIN INDICACION Al CONTRARIO 
ESTE MENSAJE SE TRANSMITIRA 

COMO MENSAJE ORDINARIO 

NO. 36:l 
MM 

HORA 

PALABRAS 

TASA 

ENLAZAOA CON LA WESTERN UNION PARA LAS DESTINACIONES EN lOS fSTADOS UNIOOS MAS ALLA DE NUESTRAS OFICINAS -
SIRVASE TRANSMITIR fL SIGUIENTE- TELEGRAMA, DE CONFORMIDAD CON LAS CONDICIONES Al OORSO DEl IORMULARIO ORDINARIO A LAS CUALES CONSIENTO SOMETERME 

MADAKINA 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

.~·-) 

(. ./ -·'!: / 

.7 --~ !._.) Bogpta, October 31, 1949 --
Mendenhalls Torkelson Tunja, Ostreme La Aguada, 

Bergh Danielson bringing Heerde, all others here, 

all well. 

Walla 

fiRMA DEL REMITENTE ____ _:J_0.::...;::6..:6..:!0ph:.:::.._';_!lf.:_a_:l:.:l:..:a:..:..._ ___________ _ ooMiouo Carrera 13, 73-71 
ACM 10-CC CL 2l!IOM 
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Dr. Rolf Syrdal, 
425 So. Fourth St., 
"inneapolis 15,- ·~tnnesota 

Dear Dr. Syrdal: 

Bogota 
Nov. 10, 1949 

Thank ·you for your letter of November lst reporting on the action of the 
Board. We had been waltinp to hear the outcome on the various matters 
but it seems that just at the present circumstances are such that we 
are not thinking in terms. of new steps or planning for the future. 
wnat I mean is that the future looks very uncertain judging from present 
circumstances. Of couree we haven't given up yet, but just now there 
isn't very much optimism amo~g the evangelical workers. 

The step which the government took last night, declaring a state of 
---Siee:e,. is so recent we cannot judge yet l'l'hat effect 1 t may have. 

Supposedly it should calm the situation and prevent further violance. 
Sessions of congress, departmental legislatures and municipal councils 
have been suspende6, censorship has been imposed on the press and 
radio, and the army an6 police are to collaborate i.m :-naintaining order. 
'de do not know, but supposedly the presidential election will be post
poned because of this. 

As far as we know our missionaries are al¥safe and well. The Ostre:ns 
are still in ::.,a Aguada and we haven't het:td from them since receiving 
a letter wr1tten the 1st. I have written two letters and sent two 
wires since that wes written with no res~nse. Of course co~mun1cation 
is always uncertain and even more so now, so we haven't been too 
alarmed over it. ·,e had discussed it here and were in agreement that 
we should encourap:e thern to co11e in to ::Jogota, which I drd in the last 
letter and wire. The students from the plains left here on Tuesday 
the 8th and should have reached "I;oreno yesterday the 9th. ",e are 
expecting that they or Gerhard would send s eorr;e word on theirarriva.l 
there, but as yet no word has come. 

;:iss Heerde is now here. J.fte..!.'_~o~JJ.l£-_Qyj;, ,Qi .l'..ar__pa _the ~pd _she spent 
one week in Tunja with ::iss Torkelson. ~e decided to close Inst1 tute 
1~-~-~-~~nqa,r ... :tll~ §th_so_ 'Ziss ~erlien then went to 1'unja to replace her. 
She is of course in need of a rest, was baving trouble with her teeth, 
and apparently police from the Socota region who recognized her were 
watching her too closely for co~fort when she went down town. It was 
wi thput doubt the leading of the r.ord that Jack 3ergh and Helen 
Danielson \vent up to pet her the week-Ema of the 30th. there was 
serious trouble in the- co'nmuni ty just after they came out. Vie appreciate 
your suggestion concerning her as I think it was nEeded to encourage 
the action, al thotwh of course we had talked about 1 t. 

;.·alae and Yendenhall had intended to ro to Tunja to-day to see how 
things are there, end to decide about the advisability of Torkelson 
and ~Jerlien co:ninp- in alFO. 'lecause of travel d ifficu 1 ties and to-
110rrow heing a holiday they nay have to wait :ntil ~onday. 



Page 2 

Leaving our stations for any time at all always presents the problem 
of what to do with the houses and the belongings, as it is so diffi
cult to get respons•ble people to take care of it. 

Cur original closing date for the Institute was the 27th of ~ovember, 
but because of the election on that date we changed it to the 17tb. 
'fhen last week reports became more and :nore ominous so we ae:reed to 
close the 6th in order that the students who could travel might reach 
their homes as soon as possible. Most of them have now left, but a 
few are still here,,;!'hose from the Cocuy and the Parpa regions. '.'ie 
hope that in a few a•ys travel will be better so they can get to their 
homes. 

'de~are not sure how to interpret one of the orders given last night 
re1'err1ng to public gatherings, but in order to play safe we :nay 
suspend our services for awhile, until we know· more about it. 

I am as~1ng you a favor again. ~auld you please send ~50.00 of my 
next quarter's salary to :v:r. II<Jelvin Underdal at Shelby, Montana? 
I believe it was about six weeks ago that I sent you an order made 
out to SFIRATONE ln ~ew York for two special lenses for my camera, 
asking you to enclose ~40.00 with it. I note that that amount was 
not drawn from my last check, so am just wonderinE if it reached you 
and was taken care of. \'lfhen you write \iOUld you please let me know 
about this. 

Thank you for your assurance of your remembering us in prayer in 
thses days especially. The times are ur.certain and we are inclined 
to look too much at the outward cond~tions. ~e need to keep a balance 
between what we see v.1i th our physica.1 e;es and that which our hopes 
:rad envisioned. The iord alone :.Cnov:s \'\'hat the future holds here, and 
may He have His way. 

GreetinEs from our ~issionaries here. 

tours in Christ, 

(!sJ .!_)j. /,;7 .· 

P.S. Letter just arrived from Ostrems which was written from ~'lorene 
in the plains as he was meeting the students that arrived there 
yesterday. They are O.K. but have not .1et decided to come up. rie 
says thinps are qulte normal down there, but of course they haven't 
been able to open the chapel and school yet. 



Colombia 
The political condition has not improved recently. 
The national election is set for November 27. At 
that time the people will choose between two out
standing leaders, one a Liberal who is far on the 
right, and a clergy-dominated Conservative who is 
reported as being extreme in his views. If the for
mer is elected, we expect that it will be easier for 
Protestant Missions to operate in the country. If the 
latter is elected, the present situation will most like! y 
not improve. 

Our missionaries from Tunja have written that 
anti-Liberal demonstrations have been severe there. 
Many Liberals have moved out of town. Protestants 
have also found it advisable to flee. Stoning of the 
mission property has happened frequently, and one 
night volleys· of shot were fired into the building. 
According to latest report there was some easing 
of this situation. 

Our missionary located in Parpa has made trips 
to Socota for mail and necessary supplies. On her 
last trip she was stopped by the police, some of the 
mail was confiscated, and she was given a warning 
not to return. 

The work in the capital, Bogota, is progressing. 
Pastor Bergh in a letter of October 13 writes that 
about eighty families have been contacted, and that 
some of them are receptive to the Gospel. 



Colombia 
A letter received from Colombia, South America, 
informs us that the political situation is increasingly 
critical. With increasing violence, it may be possible 
that most of our missionaries will be leaving their 
stations for Bogota until after the general election 
that will be held on November 27. Repeated .dis
turbances around our missionaries' homes have oc
curred. It has made them uneasy. The Rev. Gerhard 
Ostrem, acting superintendent of our mission, re
qu'ests much prayer for our missionaries. He also 
writes about the general situation as follows: 

"At the same time I wish to present before you 
again the petition to ask the Christians everywhere 
at home to be much in prayer for this land and 
its people. The situation is critical You likely are 
following along with the developments and yet per
haps you do not get it all. The people suffer a lot. 
In many places all is destroyed and the people have 
had to leave, and not for the Gospel but for political 
reasons. I do not know how it will tum out with 
conditions from now until the forthcoming elec
tions. We know you are praying with us about it. 
May God get to lead so that some result which will 
permit the carrying on of His work might· be the 
outcome. Be it so, 0 Lord! And, oh, that the peo
ple will soon see their great need of Christ the liv
ing Savior and Lord." 



~~ 
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Mission New1 ~ ~ R. A. SyrcJ•I 

Japan 
Prospects for our mtsston work in Japan seem 
very favorable. The Rev. Olaf Hansen arrived in 
Tokyo on November 5 by Northwest Airlines and 
has been able to secure very .fine property for a 
missionary residence. A small private hospital build
ing completely western in construction has been 
purchased. With slight remodeling it will serve as 
three good-sized apartments. Housing is demanded 
by the governmmt before missionaries can enter 
the country. Pastor Hansen went as a representative 
missionary and was granted extra permission on that 
basis. 

Mrs. Olaf Hansen and children and the Misses 
Bernice Boyum and Lydia Hansen will be sailing 
from Seattle on the SS China Mail on Janual'y 10. 

Colombia 
The National Election in Colombia on November 
27 ended a long period of tension for our mission
aries. Pre-election tactics of the Conservatives usually 
took the form of rioting and intimidation of the 
people throughout the countryside. Attacks were 
leveled at political Liberals and at Protestants. Our 
missionaries were therefore forced to withdraw 
from most areas of our mission .field and to take 
refuge in Bogota, the capital city of Colombia. Our 
missionaries had some rather harrowing experiences 
both at the mission stations and in their journeys to 
Bogota. We :ue thankful to God that He has brought 
them safely into that city where they will remain 
to watch the conditions before making .final deci
sion as to what the future may have in store for 
Evangelical missions in that country. 

The following accounts received recently give 
some indication of the destruction caused by the 
rioters: 

"Last Saturday I received a telegram from a friend 
saying that the rural community of Santa Ana, 
where we have a school and chapel and many be
lievers, has been completely destroyed. We came 
from Chiscas with two duffle bags and two suit
cases. All the rest of our earthly possessions are 
there, so we face the possibility of losing everything. 
We arc thankful, however, that we were all able 
to come out safely. As far as the future of our work 
is concerned, only a direct intervention from God 
can make it possible to continue mission work in 
Colombia." 
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"Well, at last I guess it is so. We talked to a chauf
feur last night who came from Cocuy. He told us 
they stoned the Evangelical home. A lady from 
there also reported the same. She also said she had 
talked to a policeman out there, and he said if 
Cocuy touched a policeman there wouldn't be a 
wall standing in the town. There are very few men 
left in town. They say some have left for the plains 
trying to escape that way. Last night we also talked 
with a fellow who used to live near Panqueba but 
who had to leave there some months ago. He told 
us of an incident here in Bogota last Sunday. Two 
ladies were talking as they came out of church; 
one said to the other, 'How do you like this.dictator
ship we have in this country now?' A plainclothes 
man stepped up to her and said, 'Lady, if you don't 
like it, come with me.' So he put them in jail. You 
would not know this country now if you came out." 

"Aibanacino's house, where the Institute was in 
Duitama, is destroyed and the house next to the 
Institute. All Liberals have had to leave as well as 
all from Tunja, and those who have not left Cocuy 
have had to recant. The situation is just unbeliev
able unless one is here to see it. Guns bristle all 
over the country. The Conservatives will win this 
coming Sunday. The American College is having 
trouble. Thy don't think they will be able to grad
uate rheir students this year as the government will 
not allow it." 

A cable was received on November 30, three days 
after the election, stating: "Every one well, writing," 
signed Gerhard Ostrem, acting superintendent of 
our mission. We were happy to get this informa
tion_ We had some concern for their safety. 

A letter written on Sunday, November 27, the 
dav of election, informs us that in Bogota the elec
tio"n was carried out without incident but that it 
was entirely one-sided, as was expected. Because of 
the pre-election riots the Liberals had withdrawn 
their candidate, so Laureano Gomez, an ardent Con
servative, is in control for the next presidential term. 

China 
The situation around Hong Kong, where we have 
seYeral missionaries, is continuing to be favorable. 
The Rev. Harold Martinson writes in a recent letter: 
"It is quiet here, and we are kept busy in our work. 
We hope it will continue so. It is almost a year now 
since we arrived." 

Pastor Martinson is teaching at our theological 

Lutheran Herald 



Colombia e.4 ~ • .2 p, '~ 9 
Latest information received from Colombia was 

sent while the' state of siege was still in force. Re
ports from outlying areas of om: mission fields in
dicate a loss of property and life. In some areas 
churches have been destroyed and Christians have 
been forced either to recant or to Bee for their lives. 

A "Conservative" president h2s been elected for 
the country. His policies will not be known .for 
some time, probably not until he lakes office and has 
organized his government. Meauwhile our mission
aries are staying on in Colombia watchfully await
ing the future. They are busy winessing for Christ 
in Bogota. Some have indicated a desire to return 
to the field to encourage the Christians and to more 
closely study the situation. Pastor Quanrud writes: 
"We are waiting the time that we can make a trip 
back to our mission station to see just what is left. 
The latest reports are that our house has been stoned 
but that things are still intact." 

Pastor Ostrem writes: "We have hopes that 
Mal des, Miss Heerde, and I shaft be able to go back 
to our regions after a week or so. We shall study 
the situation as best we can bef«e going." 



Colombia 
Information received from the Rev. Gerhard Os
trem in a letter from Bogota dated December 19 
informs us that conditions throughout our mission 
field are deplorable. It is reliably reported that 
our chapel at Santa Ana had been burned by a 
mob and that the homes of some of the Protestants 
in that area were completely destroyed. Other sec
tions of Colombia seem to have met some of the 
same difficulties so that the expectations for· the fu- · 
ture are rather gloomy. 

While the missionaries are out of our regular 
mission field, they are concentrated in Bogota. They 
are considering the possibility of concentrating on 
working in areas of this city where no evangelistic 
work is being done at the present time. 

Concerning our missionaries and their plans he 
writes as follows: "I plan to go down to the Plains 
for awhile, returning here in time for our Confer
ence in January. I plan to leave on the noon train 
for Sogamoso to take the plane from there tomor
row. One. of the boys from the Institute will go 
along, namely Oliverio Mora, who was with us 
there in the first part of this year. Quanruds are in 
Cali on vacation, Mendenhalls and Maldes, together 
with Helen Danielson and Joyce Bergh, are in Fu
sagasuga. The Wallas are in Cartagena. Belva Ner
lien and Valborg Torkelson are in Tunja. Elizabeth 
Heerde is here in Bogota and will be staying in the 
Institute together with my family until Conference." 

Letter from the Rev. Olger Quanrud, dated De
cember 18, gives the following report: "Last week 
we saw in the El Ticmpo that an inland town near 
Cocuy had been destroyed with 82 dead. The re
port said that the vereda was Conservative. We had 
our doubts as we know the veredas (inland towns) 
there. Today our fears were confirmed when we 
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talked with Pastor Mueller who told us that the 
vereda was Carizal where we had our work." 

He further reports that missionaries in Cali have 
reported several attacks in the neighborhood of that 
city wherein Protestants have been rather seriously 
injured. It is rather discouraging to hear the news 
about Carizal, as that is a place where we have 
seen considerable progress in our work. We have 
established a very fine Lutheran congregation in 
that inland point. The suffering of the Protestants 
under the present persecution has brought concern 
and sorrow to the hearts of all our missionaries and 
mission interested folks in this country. 

Pastoc Quanrud closes his letter in the following 
words: "As we look at the situation we cannot 
help but wonder why, but must leave it all with 
Him who knows best and hope and pray that it 
all wii1 be done according to His will and His 
name be glorified through it all." 



/a'nuary 17, 1950 

'.l'hings were not so bright for the Christmas sea
son in Colombia. The persecution of members of 
the Liberal Party and especially all Protestants was 
continuing at last reports. The following informa
tion is received from the Rev. Olger.Quanrud: 

"Last night when we arrived from Cali after 
being down to lower altitude for two weeks, we 
also found a telegram awaiting us, sent from El 
Cocuy, which told us that the house we lived in 
had been broken into and all our things destroyed. 
We also have that news from people who have ar
rived from there. December 12 and 13 were the 
days that the violence came to its height and is still 
keeping on, according to reports. There have been 
over 500 lolled in Cocuy, and people that saw the 
massacre said that the situation there is unbelievable 
now, dead bodies left to rot or for the birds and ani
mals to devour. 

"Carizal has been completely destroyed and many 
are dead. We fear for the lives of our people there. 
The chapel was bombed. Many of those people have 
gone over the mountain top into the plains. 

"While in Cali I talked with some of the mission
aries from the Cumberland Presbyterian who told 
me that their country work was done for also 
around there." 

In spite of this present situation something of the 
buoyancy of Christmas was shown in the coura
geous faith of the Christians who are facing the diffi
culties. Miss Elizabeth Heerde writes from Bogota 
as follows: 

"Most of our dear Colombian believers are stand
ing ur like bricks under the present severe persecu
tion. Latest news from Socota is that the Bishop 
from Tunja is going to Socota on the 28th of this 
month to oblige all our believers who had a civil 
marriage to be married in the Catholic Church and 
also compel them to have their children baptized 
in the Catholic Church. Oh, if God would only stay 
the hand of the evil one I The people are seeking 
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OOLOMBIA. 

Ool~ mo.re cono1otentl7 and over a longer period tr.a.n a:v ot.her Latin 
American repu'blio has made relativol:r d8lUOCl"atic ir.sti tutiona work. !l'ror.t the 
beginning ~the oenb.lry down to t.'"l.e past two years they have worked. in good eo~c 
yeare and bad, with a minimum et civil disorder and legal oonf'Union. 

aut. • 194.9 drew toward a clone. it looked aG it" an 81'& l!d.ght be en:ling. 
A m~v part,y in control o~; the. :presidency, the c:oneervatiws, hrus executed a 
political ooup trhic."l lays OOloabia under threat of yea.r8 ot righti.at tot.alitaria» 
dictahrabip, it not of Wldecl.:ared. civil vs.r. 

~ the uni Wd. States tbs developtutnta in Colombia htlve a.n immediate z~ract.ioal 
~~~ It' the rightist diotato.rehip mintainn itaeU" the ~st.:Sou.th Ataerican 
rep~liO; in tho t;J&ribboan securitq area., a oountr;r bordering t.M ~ Oa.nal, will 
be iDlefi:d. tely in the ha.nd.a ot a ng1mct hostile to·.~ Sta.tee inf'luen~ in inter-
American ~. it nat. ~ien4q to tf!O United zt,atea itself• · 

gol.Oillhia '• tuePS'Ju fJYS:t$ta. 

SinGe the ni.nftt.Mnth c.etury, Joloro1'bia l",a.a i'!.mctioDOcl poll tif.lE!Uly th:'oogh a 
two-party. aya'bem in vbi.oh tJ-Ae OOnftl"'ft\tives ani the Libqt-al& ao.r:roapoxld to .the 
P.-pu&lioan aDil ll&IIOtratic ~· in the Onit«l Statea. Each pa.rlq, .-tha:t is to as:;, 
iu ~v1cle4 ~relatively 'J'e&Oticmary- am Frogreesi'Ytl wil:!gs• The reutionN'7 
aont~ti._a fa.vor, in general ttn-ms. a atron~arm pvv~t which will keep 
OolMbia•s ~nUBile or oi-t;r workara and rural ?eo.8an.ts in thei:r place, while the 
Prf>\Jnseiw 0Qns$"'11ltives la.'YOI' graJual economic a..'lti sooial retora t.hreugh govern--
1811t -.nipul.a.tton ot labor ur.d.ou and ~st organtza.tione. . 

'the ~ona;ry Liberals h&v_, a l.aiau:-faire, atate-righta pb1lo»Op}\y &kin 
in ttt.speeta to that of the Di~ta s,pd. 'thei:r ~at.bizors ~n the t1ni ted St&tos. 
while the pa.rty•a larger Pl"'gi'8Sei.v• 1ting favors. wr.:erous wl.tare Jttee.nures u a 
~. tJiff improving OoloJnh1s.ta aoo1al •oonomy. 

'lheaa 41tfvtJuJOs art .turi.he1- omb~ed by religious issues • · ~. zoightr-willg 
Oonaervat.iv•• --~ ~ to see '\he ~ aa.tholic a~t~h more crlae.ly 'aa800ia:te4 . 
vi th tne ~t. u an. otJ~ Md disoiplinary agent-. ~· lett-Wing Libitnle 
are lrtzOflglyt in .taot solDUJ.wa ~tl)r. a.ntiole.r1cal"' l~ of their ~er• W'8tild 
btt bslfpy t0, ~UGh t..h.e ~ u the of't'ioial !'aith of' the nation,. it tblty M.t. 
they o(Rlld tta so wi th.oilt &11~ t.he peasants· and the ~ in their following• 

Afte:l' the Libenl.s won -=trol. at the goYG:rn%11$nt in 19,0.- thoae tensions wlth1n 
the z;_.. --.w Witb.·tbt r~l)ili.Uea or the tter~•s1on. and the we yews. 
In tM. 1946 eleoUon the;r _split ~ P•tr Wiele open on its pre"iden1Aal UolQrt.. The 
right ving ~- to bold on to the party -.ohineJ'1 8Jld 1lOJid n&te a ,..U.tey · ptpioian 
~t·lw politi.U appeal, ~ Ttlrbq, u t.ml ott'icial otUldi~te) tmJ ~tt, ~ 
ran a. bri.~ young nogot.,l laltoF union lawpr named Jorge &'U.Scv ~t&n, on a.· 
e~ we~atate pl&ttorm u an independent.. 
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'rh! !lO·;ot! r iota 

Then suddenly and drw:atica.lly, while the I:iin't.h International Oouference o~ 
.~oa.n. States waa in nenoion in Bogota in April, 1948, Ja.itM wu ao~sinated 
by a. loeal slum chal.rUter ~ doubtful uanita"· The dea.t..':i. o~ the 3ift.ed. ra.bhlo-ro.tsor 
was a.nnged by h1a rollowe IS 1n the l10flt. viC)lem and destructive tumw:t. in SO!lth 
Amlrioan history-the celebrated Bogot! riots.. Neither oolomhian poli tios nor the 
once oanoiliu.tary Oapina ?/hoez a.dmihiatration han been the a~ ainoe • 

For in the wake of t:.e 30g&l'...! horror, t.lle Oonserva.tive polit.ie&lliJ sround 
P6rez discovered certain stra.tegiee which tile':J considered i::mtmtJely to their 
practi.aal advantage. A eta.te o!' aie~. the Oolombian equivalent of !llaTt.ial law, 
wa.a declared vbile the diaordera t.rere .:;o1n,g; on, and lasted until the i"ollowing 
DeG.ember• It proved a oonvenitmt device on sev~ ooca..Biona for rushin..:; the 
a...tminiatration 1B ;·oll Uoal OH·Oi:li tion around., 

The ~oYernment, iii thout rarticularly 1:tOin,: in+...o the evidence, pro~tly ut1de;;-
. wrote t,he oha.rge that tr.e riow wer.e acr..rnur.istrvlotted. zmd .,Olmllmia~irected.. The 
charge et\tok with h1ght&ned upper-class Liberals an well aa lfith <»nservativaa, 
and wit.h religious eol.Oiibiws, vho \tero 'horrified at ~ing the aogota churches 
burning• Bo 1 t wv.a an ea.t'Jt step fro:t this l;ropaganda sucoees to ·the oampa.ign 
uCWJation the.t the Liberal !arty itself, to which both ·QaitLYl and bia follwintJ 
w&:mioally belonged. was Oo'E'mlist-l..n.eiltrated and o~e'b-direoted• 

After the riot.B F'resident r6r" tried at first to rally the country behind 
14m. 01'·. nudng. a. ooalition cabinet oOJ!!pOBK of oonserva.tivoe and right-win.3, ~
Ga1:tam.-ta:1114b.e-rals. The obarge or OO!I'.lmlmist ties wu ~aroly used eXO*pt against: 
!laitb.'- Lio~ political lioutena.l\ts, a.ulr~ rJJ"esa end radio de~rs of Gei••• ~and· oe the welfare progralli teli the bite ot the ltate-of\-siege 
.oensonbiP• 

Dlt 1ty early 1949 the .·~ture wan ~idly ch.al!ging"' 'fhe ooa.Utiftn oa.binet 
du!tolved a.Yld the places or .! t.s Liberal m(mlbere ttere taken aver by. nQtably rigll~ 
~tina. O.tlllQt-Dbip d.ieppeared -at the end of the state of siege. BUt with 
atmgr4BIJ.i0nal ele4titm11 oa:ning up in JUl:le1 the charge of ocmwn.ni.a'\ affilia.ti<mu 
agains.t· the Liberal~ became a V&l' oey- of t.~ aonsel"Va:tivetc• 

!m-e eigllifi.nnt.l;r st.Ul, l'Grd began :replacing a. lar;• . nUlllber of depart
DitlltAl .(etatel.:oY.-n~ap~d by the ·.r~iden\ in ool~With tough young 
~Uve ~emieta~ 40 .rut. as thGT we;r.e appo1n~, tho mrw· gOYel"'n~a ahook 
1ftP ~~~ prQYinoi&l poliao devart&ent.Bt etaf't;tng. ·tl:l$1!t with hao~led lQCal. ocnservar-
Ute .leaden auld att-onu-arm men.. . . • 

· ~berala ·~ tlw %'~ ~r local polit.1.,_. til' .outspoken 
~· Citiz.-. b$gan .runnS.ng int~ u1 the lmowt1 brUcls o~ polirse: trottble--heav 
tine• .na 3ill aent.emee ~r pettg o~o) 1~ weita .rv · tr'ia1 b. jail when DO 
obarptt could. he proved~ ar.d !'oUce bea.~s for: real or :tanoied ~1~ to offioers. 

On the eve of the JU~Ut elootiona, mob violence began in wmerous. small tow:rut and 
rurel·4enWz-s• 'ifhen L1heral ZMt~s vere bJ>oken up or raidltd.•. and Libe~ bl!taQ
quartere -tte..cked or deBt.royed., thG police were rarely on band. It the;r c~ at all, 
it vas usually jWJt.. in time to a.n""eet 'the Liberals on the ae$ne who happened to be e fighting be,ok. 

ObViously; t.he Oonaen-at1vca were building up a tenor Da.Chine to ~ 
Liberal i-'~ utiV1ty or ·~he oaotin; of a. Lioeral vote d.angorou.s to tho individual. 
+~:;~~tJ.~, ~,·11.~ S\teoanei'ul enough, however, to af'te4 the June elee~ 

'·. ~~i'··tl'ttlf·o~CJ, 1n· spite fft .~· ,eGltd.iuablt :~ ef··trMU· Y$.•.•:Aa ••• 3 
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the d1et.r1ots ~.more the terror had been moot. e.etive, retained their mjorit7 in 'the 
lower house o~ the OOlombia.n Oongese • 

art. when the new OOl'lgt-ess o~er.od in the oar ly autum~ i tn lJ.boral memhoro 
realized that they bad Well only a. prel.imina.ry ~rmieh. The terror I'li&Chine or the 
ooneenativea vas organi21ing itaelt and growing daily. U it oontinu<ad to develop . 
and to flmotion, :1. t could eteal the muob mo:re iapqrtaut 1950 prf)sidential eleotiOJl liar 
the Oonserratives, a~l? by .f'.rightemng the pttasant and Indian votero e.ncl the UDI!er
privil&gtd town &na otey liOl"kOrs a¥q !'l"Olli the polla • 

. 'J.llo Liberala count!t!tta.o;k 

:&e Liberal l!Ujor1ty in OOng;reae, then., were fa48d with a. vital question. 
How could tbs;y use their constitutional powers u t..i1e republic •a legiela:ti,,e hodzr to 
atop the t.r~or from operating? 

~ oonatit.utional ~ pr~· OtUlle up with an ~· OODgl"eoe 
oould ~ onut that. tJOlombi&l*a next presidential eleotionk ncl"lllally held 9!\. the 
first $mday in YBr• a~.)ld t.s.ka place during a period when OOngl"eoa w.a ·in MA814n. 
'lhen, 1t the teror -hine seemed to he gctt.ting out o£ !>.and, the 1ib$rel. -.jarity 
in OOllgr&as oOUld do a. good deal ~d oha~~n it by aJJ.ng Upft.Obment ohal-goa 
a.t;a.inmt !retJld.ent..lbth In tact, tM =ere .. . . ,:; ot an imH~aci'..ment. would susp«M 
the rre..,id.nt hom hia o:tfice ;mtil the trial vas ove, and ltUt in his .Place an 
llL'"lteria Fnsid~nWuignaw • ch.Hen by the Liberal a.joritq:. 

The Liberal lead.ers thought the eha.~ lftl.& lfOI'th ttaldng" an4 ~ the 
A da:te ut. the pr .. e.st<\e.ntiel. election to. novembu zt. '!be roqu1~4 <1onBtituticmal. eeuion 
w of ~ees ..- to end on ~emhe' 17 • That would. give tne t.i}jeralt all.. the til!»· thtiJ.t. 

W'U neoes•&l7 be:tare elw.J.on to wield the impeaohlnent olub# and three we.ka af\41'\!tVd. 

'l'he •n11mge ot tho· eleo:tion date natqrally swppGd up the Wr.ror in the 
oolombi.an c~Jnid«JJ and the Liberals retalla.ttld vigorously. a.~inning in 
Septell~UJJ", the amall towns and .rta"alregions 'of colombia b9eame a tield. of oPIJtjl.t.i.olm 
f:or armed. "barula that r~d. the 'R1.lep a.t. night, burning political M.wiquarltn'a, ptlioe 
~tatione~ ancl the hOHta ot rival i'Olltioal leaders, a.ncl uauaina.ting volitioal ~~does. · 
Death ouualtiea·mounted to hUn~ a. week. 

Tbl. ~tives baight..nod t.he tenaiono still. fUrther by naming the: tougheat. 
of all their reaeticma.zo:r lead••• t..ureano. G~, editor. o£. the BocOt'- MW:Pa.PttP .Jill 
31sltb as ~ presidential ()~14&t$.·. ~.~ whG had ldt oolombia. ~illS ~ - . 
Bogotl riots with the 110bs yollii\at ~his bl,~~ eaa ba4k la,st. epri.ng ~ '7\'JIC!·fA~· 
volunt.a.rT .etX11e in. Spain 'ltith plentq o.r old ~to nttle with .Ul Liberals -.n 
a. tev wealt.l>T l"igh~t; in hia aOOial cirol.e. .. ~ . ~ · · 

An ~· ~lerl.liLl r~u~-, btl mlldit l'Olit1<W. IIA{f ~ the oaapilp 
with ~ae that .oario i.:qhMdf~ hi..s Lib_.Q,l. 91-'l?Oillmt. ct.nd t~ ool.orabian auabaaoiJidar 
to ti:'.e Vati~, .1• a tool or atheiat. ~·• a.ru1 or Oood Neighbw it>..tl~ trOll 
•horetto• lllited. Sta~o vhtoh Et.nJ.little bfft'W· 

,· . 

1'he a.tt.ront to tho Liberals involVttd 1n tho GO.~ candidaoy M.d. li tt.le 
~teo~ 011 tbJ c~gn, «Dept to lnGI'$n.t:te ita pVtisan violcn4$• art ~17 

in the oontolft Of teworiOliB the CDDservaUwa drew tthe&d· · Jl:l· the beginni»g of 
I>Tovemb«r,. it w.e olear tha.t, With the tU~J(oi"t ot the I·roviMial police and ,;;ov~nttJ, 
tho vonserY&tivp .ba4 ~eW i.nt-o IGI'ltl-ol· ~· 'tl1e elation boards which would 41>. \he 
v~~-,:~..-u· 27• · · ; .·· · . . . ~ · • · ~ ¥ 



. Vi th thio development, the elaborate Ll.horal program tor oontrol11ns the 
oleotitm trd'~h the party majority in Oongroos ea=entioll.7 collapsed. Do.r!o EclW'ldia 
'ritbtrtv hiu oe..ndidaoy on October 'l on the grouni that thli ~a.t1ve g~nt. 
could not zuvant.oe tree and orderly ele:trt.ions. fb Novc=ber 9 an otfioial .ulegat.ion 
tA-om tho tiber&l ma.jarit¥ waited. an ~Tesittcmt l''rec With a notif'ica.t.ifHl th&t they f'l"'"" 
poa•« t.o nt.art impeuhrlent proafttlingtt~ The &resident. repli.t. w1 th a. ata:t .... ofi..U.ge 
~tion tougher 1'..lW1 the one at the th:ae ·f/4 the aogoU. ric:Jts, · 

All poll tioal d,isowraion wu banne4 . .frail preao. radio, a.r.d public plaUol'tiS• 
.·Pt.tb:U.o·meoti~o ·were fgrbidu~ ao WON~ ussionB ot the. OO~ia.n OOngresa. 
· ~ ~ memlJera, me«ti,ng.in seoret •. 1ofJU04. a deolantion that they would ~ 
to l1*ft and tranas.ct omurtitutiO'r'.al bui.MatJ ~len~.. ~ '\he ~~ WM 
ahief'b' e.oademie. 

Rtg~d. tig:t!,tw;eh1Jl 

The arz:v,. .~ 'WllJAl1 ob~ the eittix;g ge,arumentts .c()t:l!land» w J:40'N into 
the. princiFal oi ties ~t tho ~epubl1e s.nd keep Ol'der· All~. in ·~ p.r~ t.he terror 
eont.1ntlod. on both s1dea. . On ~.. 27 t und .. t.blt. ~t. ,.igi4. dictAto;IJlU.p in .. 
ltCI4$"n ld.story ~ oolombia. eltr<l~ ~ ~sident. Teermcally the vote ~ biz was 
all .bUt t.mallimousJ the Lih$t'altr strictly~ t.."lair b.oycott of ·t.b.e polle. 

T.hUl ~ '• ~tion next Auguot1 an4 fo.r nsarly e. ~ -....P<t:..-wll!l"d, 
OOlebia will find herself': in a constitutional tangle al.mof,t be7ond bo~ o~ ~811lbling. 
<E-:-It ia diffieult ~ ~ hCif tn. Oon0Erl'TB.tivea -=:pull h.ezt out of it.. b '\e,r:aw 
Of t.he rreeent Sena.t.e and Ohambel"'Of' Deputies of" tJw r~public· run conttituUonally until 
ate 1n 1951. 

'the normal course of the Oonr.ui~'V'fd.i:ves, then, in ord~ to hold • t.o ortioe, 
will be to govern for a.ll:l.oet two ~ars hy terror and ~ law" What will flJUIElin of 
GOlombia. 's promising d~rao,y atter eo long a pcritld. or restrairlt. and turbul~ 
l!"enains to be s&en. 



Apar~o Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia 
Jan. 31, 1950 

The Joint Boards of the U.E.L.C. and the E.L.C. 
425 South Fourth Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dear Board Members: 

The Celmo~a Conference in session January 6-17, 1950, greet you· 
in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

"I will go before thee, and make the rough places smooth; I will 
bre'k in pieces the doors of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of 
iron; and I will g~ve thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden 
riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that it is I, 
Jehovah, who call1'..:thee by thy name, even the God of Israel.'' 
Isaiah 45:2-3. 

If it were not for the faithful and eternal promiet&'-of God there 
would be nothing to encourage us in our thinking of the future of 
evangelical work here in Colombia. During the past year we have 

1 ~.,.,.had to withdraw from three of our stations -- L~~_§t, E:l. __ QQ£!1Y 
\../' and Chisca.s. As a. partial compensation, however, we have been 

permitted~o begin station-work and re-establish the Institute 
here· in Bogota; and now a.s an emergency measure we plan to begin 
a theological course for the training of three or four of our 
promising young men. Our Lord knows the future and goes before 
us, and we can only ask for grace to trust and faithfully ._.low 
Him that His Church might be built and ~is Name glorified. 

To you as members of the Board we express our appreciation and 
sincere grat~tude. The knowledge of your intercession, your 
understanding and your helpful counsel has been a real source of 
encouraEement. May the I~rd richly bless your every effort not 
only for the work here in Colombia but also in each of our other 
foreign mission fields. 

Sincerely yours in His service, 

COLOMBIA EVANGE~ICAL LUTHERAN MISSION 
OF SOUTH A~~RICA. 

J. L. Walla, Secretary 
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!'ranalation from "Bl ColollbiazJO•, one ot 
Cololllbia'a daily neYSpapen (November 8, 1952). 
Article appeared on front p.<~~ge. 

________ ....... 
!here ere several ed.nOA.t1onal iu\1t11Ucm. 1n Meclell!a. 

!'he campaipa in tla. rural ar•s. Oae schOol closed. 

lf5~. 

It has been repeatec117 atttrmed that Protutaat1P eoa\itutes no great t!.aJager -tor the 
people ot Antioquia clue to the Ca\holic ~rp1r1t vhich ia c~eriat1o of our J*>ple. 
Xevertholea•• this a.tf1rmatton ia. to a cer\d.n ex\ent. losJ.na ita force. td.llCft tM 
Protetlt&nt peril ie incread»c daily. Lately it. hu taku on aapeets t..ltat a.r. al.arll1ng te 
an crthcdox uciety aueh as ovs. 

SJXX)IDAltl SCJIX)IB 
A reliable proof ot the ..,.,. in which Pro teatanti• 1s 1ncreh1D£ e~~cntg u.s 11 es 1n the 

very s1plt1caut tact that 1n the M.a.ell!n area then are ft-q(H•eoodNT schools cperaUnc 
v1 th large attCid.uee. fheae J1NJ7' at'Wlellta are H1.Dg echu:ated in the rel.igicm8 principles 
of Protntantia. 

!he most aeriou f'aet about these echools ia that thaT are eo-ed.\'lCta.Uonal., an op.-n Tiola
tion of Cololdbia.'c lataip aatters of e4ueat1en. DloMl-. upreasly proldblt eo-education 
because d the dancer it iln'Olws for cur J")Uth in 8Jl euw!fGnm.mt S'tiCh as ours, aD'l also 
becauae of the tndition which has existed 1n our eotmtJT with rewpect to the ll&ttft'. ~ 

PIWWtY SCJ.IlOLS 
L1kewiae, from aoUl"Oes that are uttaJ.lT well JJOStei on these matters. w are informed 

that 1n Mat.U.!n alleut waty Protestant aebeolewJ an operating. in $pen violati.on of the 
existing legal requirements. (5) 

The a:t'ore-aant1ened data in 1taelf. 11ldieat& eleul7 the t1ti!J7 in whieh Proteatantiam is 
progressing in the c1 ty ot Hedellm, coati t.uUDg a Hrloua threat. to the true reUcton 
which the people of' AntS.oquia pro:feae, anc1 which repraenta their M8t &p1riiual. lttgaey. 

WJ:'fll)t'l' PaMin 
~he eame info'l"ii'lel'"a deele•:l th.."l.t th.,- had ao kDoWl.edge o~ these Protea'-.t ethseational 

eatablltduaenta, tMOJld..a17 and pri~. ha.Ti»g allY pet"'lit from the JUJ11stry o~ Mlmation te 
Cal"1'7 on u they hav.t. If this i'!! true. thdl" .xietace is doubl.)r a 'ri.olaUoa f)f Celodd.an 
lav: J'or be1Dti c~tion.al and i'&l" not going \h~ the 1~- pr<teedttraa r~red of 
all echtcational ~bliahllenh optti"atizt& in the n&U.on. 

Dl HI ftJ.nl 
lloYever, the Protestant peril is ~t «o!rl'inert. cnl7 to the c.,_rital oit.y ol" JwU.equia. 

The SUlG dana..r exists thro,..&&b&ut tllt9 stat&. espooiaJ.l7 1n ~-~ regkn& 1oih<tre there are 
no schools, no priests. 110r autho1'it1es which mit;ht defmii. the id.ealo~c-al utegrl.t}r of 
the p60J)l.e. l'cr ~le.. i:a the fl1Ul1aipsli ties of the 11Grlhttt~t and in the l.cY8I' Omca and 
llech!, Prctestant :d.sa1ona-110M- o! them from ~a..,quill~~ their e-.mpaips Yi thou.t 
&JI101lfl hinderiag them. J'Ust ver,- recently the m-torts of some priest• hll.ve counteracted 
thee• campaips a little, and the state fPYel"Zlltent has prollS.s&d tc open SGhool ... th• 
eold.D& year and establ1ch 111sa1ons which v11l d.ef1111tely hoe th.o population cf thMe area• 
from having to be at the ~ of' Protestantiaa. 

.AX:IBG ~ OOUIMY J'DT....E 
In MCal.la at present there i• on Inati tute which ~~ises in the tndatng of' 

a pas ton and rural vorars, V1 th an enrclllltlnt ct 250 studcmta who are bei~ tra1ae4 to 
W work among the country tolk of Antioqut.a.U) 'l'hese acen\a :u-e wll eoachtd 1D the •tho«• 

vhieh they are to use 1n Yiming the tcnorsnt people. 
hom the f'or~ing one ean ded-uce what the Proteetaut ca~ign 1n Antioquia v!ll 'be 

when thoe agent. have finished their eoune IBDd spread out through the state ot Antioquia 
to eov the sefid of tuthera.n f!rror. (7) 
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OJJ'ICIALS JLLliRDD 
.A.ccordlnc to information received, the State Go't'e2'DJiellt and the 6Celeaiut1eal autJJcritiea 

have recentl,- been stud)r1ng meams whereb,r thq might pat a stop to this Prete•taat ad'VIIDOe. 
'fhe Dational. pvernment bas Hen <>.oneultea. as t6 whether these a.bo't"$-=am,t1oned eatabli;l-..ments 
are au.tboriRed 'by the authoritie•. which does not Mea prGkble. 

StlJOOLS CI!lSJI) 
lathe ccmrc-t• of tlde ~&n to clean up our a-tate, a Prot.stant school vh1eh operated 

in Seprta hM b~ cloeed a:tter pl'O'riltg that it did DDt haTe the perlllt tWa the lft.nistl'y 
o~ J'dueat1on Rnd. did ~t aostp'-7 v1th the re&nlat!ou ret\tired ~f public am. Ff.vate schHls. {B) 

Corrective comments; 

1) Antioquia is a departao.t or state of COlombia. 

2) There are two Protestant seconda.r7 schools 1D Well{n. 

3) Co-education is mt against the laws of the couatr,-. but against Romaa Catholic 
practice. Many Cololllbian public schools in the ecnmtry ar•s have b .. n co-educational, 
and Protestant schools that have tuncttoaed for tll.r..-quarters of a eeatury have 
BIIWft ~· been called in quntion on this tssu. 
()"':J ~C~H I!J 

4) 'fhere are 110 JIIOre than three Protestant primary schcols in Medel.ltn. 

5) 'the government permit haa alW&7& been requested lMt of late has been denied in a few 
easn 'because of faM.tioal authorities. lhtcaatl,-, a well-establiahecl Presbyterian 
sehool in Medell{n vas ukecl to obtain a permit w operate hem the Catholic parish 
priest. !he Pr•sb7terian pastor (a C»lollbia) anavered, "I am the priest here". and 
DO thine more has come of it so far. 

6) '!'h1.e perhaps refers to the &t'*twl'2 school opera~ed by the MveJJ.tiata. '!'hey have 
205 students this year. 01' this JlU.Jdber oD17 a Tfir'Y a..n percentage are lliniaterial. 
students. 

7) 'l'he Lutherans have no school of arrr k1Jid in Mea.ellh. 

8) !hie achcol did have pverD.IIellt permit to operate but was arb1trar117 closed by 
two priests, one of whom vas the local school iDSpactor. 

4 & .. 3 



~e •:n Diario" of Medellu answers •111 Colol!l)iano • s 11 article 
the IUlJDe afternoon (JoT. 8), as follows: 

11 We have just read an attack on certain edueaUoDal. establ1shlnents in Yh1ch eo
education exists; that is, both sexes receive their instruction together. It is 
all edged that this is prohibited by Colombian leg1alat1on. Since whe? We publicly 
eontess our ignorance of arq such legislation. In the U ttle town of Ant1oqu1a where 
we were born and reared, we attended a ld.ndergartea run by nuns. '!'here, long AgO, we 
learned our first numbers and lettera together with the girls of our generation who 
are today Tenerable mothers or women who vithout exception are an honor to society 
because of their Tirtues. Even now in this city, 110t to mention others in the nation, 
w see how a da117 increasing nuaber of girls attad the university, eoJIIDlereial schools, 
technical institutes, l~e schools, etc., together with the bo111. 

•!'hus, 1f co-education is forbidden by law, th• that law is violated in d.ozena 
of pUblic and private educational establiShments, and not only in the confessional ones• 
but aleo 1n such aa conform to the principles of the Catholic Church, a11Dng vhich could 
be mqticned Jllaft7 well-known schools. • 

-n.ef'erring here to the Protestant schools 



THE CONVENTION ON MISSIONS 

between 

POPE PIUS XII AND ROBERTO URDANETA-ARBELAEZ, ACTING PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA 

(Signed January 29, 1953) 

The Convention on Missions is essentially a personal agreement between 
Dr. Urdaneta-Arbelaez and Pope Pius XII. The Colombian people were not 
consulted and, indeed, were ignorant of the negotiations until the sign
ing of the Convention was announced by the Government. The Convention 
is to last for 25 years and was imposed upon the nation by the Conserva
tive-Catholic Party during a State of Siege. It openly contradicts the 
liberty of religion and freedom of education established in the Colombian 
Constitution. 

The Constitution specifies that: 

"The Government may celebrate with the Holy See, subject to 
subsequent approval by Congress~ conventions for the regu
lation of the relations between the State and the Catholic 
Church on bases of reciprocal deference and mutual respect." 

(Constitution of Colombia, Art. 53, Par. 4) 

Notwithstanding this clear constitutional requirement, the Roman Cath
olic Church, through its influence in the Government, has blocked every 
attempt to have the Convention submitted to Congress. Colombian Prot
estants consider the Convention to be null and void. 

The English translation of the Convention herewith presented was made 
by the CEDEC Office of Information and Public Relations from the Vati
can text found in Raccolta de Concordati su Materie Ecclesiastiche tra 
la Santa Sede e le Autorita Civili (Vatican Cityt Tipografia Poliglotta 
Vaticana,, 1954), II, PP• 79-83. 

.f 

';.<,~~ "' ' ~ '..- •. 
. ·' 

Distributed bye 

James E. Goff, Secretary 
Office of Information and Public Relations 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia (CEDEC) 

\
~~~,-..~_ ~-.~~;,;;;;·~~-;--·-·--·""'·--~""'il 

partados; · o 2J_J ', ; .-~~:-::,::1 3J" 

Beg:;··, . . .. •)a, so·-::1 A~;erico ~ 
~-- • .r..:....-"'"l-,_...-~..1 

Apartado A~reo 158 
Barranquilla, Colombia 

South America 



EVANGELICAl. c~·· ll'lmr..:RATION ur· GULUMBlA 

October 8, 1953 

To Executive Secretaries or :Jield 6uperint-endents of Evangelical 
Missions in Colombia. 

Dear Brother: 

. You will find with this letter three enclosures which may be 
ot value to you in the crisis presently facing our work in Colom
bia. They are as follows. 

(1) Principal.Frovis~~ £! ~ 1223 Treaty QQ Missions. 
Please note that w1th the exception of one sentence in Article 9, 
this is not a translation. It is a condensation in my own words 
of the articles which seem to me to be of special interest to us. 
As you are undoubtedly aware, this Treaty is not a Concordat. The 
Concordat which governs today was singed in 1887 and was modified 
in 1892. A further revision of 1942 was signed but never ratified, 
remaining, thus, ineffective, I believe. 

(2) Circular Numbet:__2).~06 of 1953. A translation of a certi
fied copy which I obtained at the Ministry of Government~ Note 
that this is not a Decree nor a Law. It is only a circular, ex
pressing an opinion of the Secretary-General of the Ministry. 

(3) Map of qolombia, showing boundaries of the catholic Mis
sions. Not indicated on the map is the Mission of San Andres y 
Providencia. The boundaries are drawn from a map I received at 
the Nunciatura, with the title Q!.~1..sJ.9...!! E~~~~-~J~~~~ca £!l Qol:ombit!,, 
!22g. It contains the lat~~c }imits of the Missions. I have not 
traced the 4 Archdioceses. lf Dioceses, and the one Prelatura 
Nullius, from which areas· we <~re not· excluded by the 1953 TreatY 
on Missions. 

And now, a request. Please send the following information to 
Lazear and me as soon as possible. For that part only of your 
Mission's work which lies within Catholic Mission Territory, let 
us have: 

a. A list of missionaries stationed in Roman Catho
lic Mission territory, with the location of each. 

b. A list of organized congregations, with member
ship figures for each one. 

c. A list of the schools of your Mission, with number 
of pupils in each. 

d. A list of Mission property, with the value of each 
building and piece of land. 

e. A list of Colombian ordained pastors, licentiates 
and Evangelists stationed in Catholic territory, 
with the location of each. 

For what they are worth, I give you certain recommendations 
which Lazear and I drew up several weeks ago in the light of the 
January Treaty on Missions and the September 3rd Circular of Val
derrama Ord6fiez. 

(1) If you have missionary work established within the bound
aries of Catholic Mission territory, continue with it as long as 
possible. 

(2) If civil or mili :~.r: authorities order the closing of 
your work in Catholic Missio1" terri tory, demand a written copy 
of the directive. ~lease send copies to Lazear and me. 
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(3) If an American citi~·en or British subject is ord~red to 
stop his work or to leave G: -: .. olic Mission terri tory, notify the 
American or British Emba~s~. immediately, requesting the Ambassa
dor to take steps to prott.c·:.:. ti1.e Treaty rights of the missionary. 
The British Ambassador is th€ Ron. Reginald Keith Jepson. In the 
absence of an American Ambass~tdor the Counsellor of Embassy, Mr • 
Willard Barber, is serving as Charge d'Affaires. 

(4) In the event work of your mission is closed, try first 
to resolve the difficulty in the Department concerned, before 
taking it to Bogota. 

(5) There is always the recourse of litigating the order to 
close your work. Since Valderrama's Circular is not a Decree or 
a Law, the attorney can take the order to the Consejo de Estado 
for an opinion. This is expensive, and some of you are opposed 
to that type of action on principle. 

I personally believe the Hierarchy is in a position to foree 
the government to stop all frotestant work in the Mission terri
tories. In the meantime, I feel that our constituents and Mission 
Boards abroad should make their opinions felt in Washington, Lon
don, Canberra and Ottowa. 

Again, let me urge you to inform Lazear and me of all develop
ments in the Mission territories, and to send us the information 
I have requested in paragraph five. With the prayer that God may 
guide you and the workers of your Mission, I am, 

Apartado aireo 534 
Ibague, Tolima. 

Sin~yrely yours in Christ, 

~t:q1f 
James E. Goff, Secretary, 
Office of Information. 



PRINCIPAL fROVISI,ONS OF THE 1953 TREATY ojJ· MISSIONS 

Title: 11 Convenci6n Sobre Misiones Entre La Santa Sede y La Re
publica de Colombia 11 • 

I>.a~~.t Signed January 29, 1953, by Antonio Samore, Nuncio Apo
:::.t.Ch·:o, a~Jd Juen Uribe Holguin, Minister of Foreign Relations. , 

A~c. J. Cut1.'-~ . ..i.c missio::1aries receive identification cards en
t::.:.l:!.!.1t; ·th~:n ·'j..J ;;.re:ferential treatme:Tc from civil and military 
R:.:.tt.or:;.t~ds ~:.; ,,~.:·ll as the best transportation facilities. 

Art. 2. Cativ~ic missions in Colombia are 18 in number: 11 vi
cariato~aposto:1cos and y prefecturas apost6licas. 

A~~- The l~mits of the missions are defined in an appendix 
to thi~ treaty, \The ~ppend~ does not exist. At the Nunciatura 
I vas told thac a map ~ndica~~~g the boundaries is the only defi
nition in existence. See my E:-:l .;losed copy of the map for limits 
of the Catholic missi~n territories. J.E.G.) 

Art. 6. Colombia contrib~tes 30,000 pesos annually for each or 
the 18 missions, and 360)000 pesos annually for extraordinary 
expenses tl1e mis~ions may J.1ave. 

Art:.._Z. The government will help in the construction of or
phanages, schools and health centers and other beneficial estab
lishments in the mission territories. The national government 
will encourage departmental governments to increase their contri
butions to the missions: it will aid in the construction of Cath
olic seminaries in the mission territories; and it will establish 
scholarships for seminary students. 

Art. 9. Included in the powers and rights over education en
trusted to the Chief of each Mission are the following: 11 To in
spect and watch to the effect that teaching in the educational 
centers or the respective mission, including private (schoolsJ, 
shall be oriented in conformity with articles 12, 13, and 14 of 
the Concordat now in effect". 

Before a government official shall license a school to function 
in mission territory, he shall first ascertain the vill of the 
Catholic mission Chief. rhe only exception to these provisions 
is in the case of a private school solely for the education of 
children of non-Catholic fore:igners. 

The government undertakes to include in its budget sufficient 
funds for the correct functioning of all schools in the Mission 
territories, including adequate salaries for the teachers. 

trt. 10. Government officials will give special help and pro·· 
tee ion to Catholic missionaries so that they may carry on their 
work freely and without any otstacle. 

~-±!· Colombia will give to the missions, without charge, 
such lands as they may need for their work. 

Art. 12. No one shall be named for a position in the civil 
governmenlE in mission territory who is not known to be friendly 
and sympathetic to the work of Catholic missions. A complaint by 
a mission Chief shall be grounds for dismissal of a government 
official in mission territory. 

Art. ~· The representatives of each mission in Bogota shall 
enjoy postal and telegraphic franking privileges. 

Art. 16. This treaty shall have effect until 1978. 



CIRCUL~~ Nt~I?_ER 5106 ~ 1953 

Bogot<:, Sept. 3, 1953 

TO THE GOVE..RNORS, INTE1TDANTS, ~\lJ) SPECIAL COMMISARIES: 

Astherefrequently arrive at this Ministry, and surely to your 
own office, through various channels, complaints related to the 
actions and labors of pastors or missionaries of religions dis
tinct from the Catholic Church, the following instructions are 
given in conformity with the prior judgment of the Ministry of 
Foreign Relations. 

In accord with the disposition of various international pacts, 
foreigners resident in Colombia, who do not profess the catholic 
religion, shall enjoy the most perfect and complete security of 
conscience, without being molested, troubled, or perturbed in the 
exercise of their religion, which may take place in houses or 
private chapels, or in places of worship designated for that pur
pose, with the proper decorum for the Divinity and respect for 
the laws, usages and customs of the country. 

The previously indicated (provisions) are found set apart in 
the treaties celebrated by our Republic with the Netherlands, in 
1829, with the United States of North America, in 1846, and with 
Great Britain, in 1866. 

The Ministry of Foreign Relations has always considered that 
in the Mission territories of the country the presence of pastors 
or missionaries of religions distinct from the Catholic Church 
is not permitted. 

This has been the practice established since the Agreement 
celebrated with the Holy See in December 27, 1902, which was re
placed by the one of May 5, 1928, which was in turn (replaced} 
by the one ~f January 29, 1953~ and ministers of such sects are 
advised of this when they solicit permission to enter Colombia. 

Said Chancelry, in a communication of the 31st of the pre
vious month, designated with the number 2467, as a consequence 
of the previously-mentioned treaties, advised the Ministry of 
Government uthat it is not advisable to autherize the construe
tic~ of a frotestant establishment in Chimichagua (Department 
of Magdalena), for the reason that it lies in mission territory". 

As a consequence, the authorities of your jurisdiction should 
proceed in conformity with the instructions contained in the 
present circular. 

I beg you acknowledge receipt. 

Yours very truly. 

(Signed) CARLOS VALDERRAMA ORDO:i\TEZ 
Secretary-General. 

(Note: My translation. J.E.G.] 



M:.r. Ja.mea E. Goff 
Apartedo A~reo534 
lbagu•, Colombia 

Dear Mr. Goff: 

ApsrtRdo A'reo 1482 
Medell!n, Colombia 
October 13, 1953 

'!'han.lts tor ymtr· eire11lar of' October 8th w1 th encloBm"es. You are to be congratulated 
'te:r the fine, painstaking work ,ou haw ,don~, espec1all7 on the map. I am tmre ve 
have all been amdoutt to kDoY just what is cons1clered •i Pion terrl tor.r and what 1s 
not and. your commente on the gen.nO. situation are alsd very helpful. 

May I ask a tmor of ~u' Another copy cr the ldmeogrn.phed !Rf.'terial to send to nr. 
Syrdal, Bxecutive Secretar.y of our Board, if )'011 11ave an extra copy. OUr :Board meets 
in llc.ember M.d. I shoultt like thf!lll to haYe this Mterial on htmd. 

! ~ther :fro.m ~ letter that :mu believe the president will back the V!\ld~ 
Ordonez circular. · Do ,.au think therill ~ng to the opinion of some, that certain 
of the ministries have been taking ... 110mewhat into their own hams during the 
Prenidet•s ta.bsence from the capital? 

As to ~'11" qtt4tJtions J'eg1U'ding wol"k in the lld.aato. territories, let me sq that we 
,have no organized work there now. We had a mission station with resident missionary 
and eome twent? preaching places, with their respective gl"'1lJ>S of beUewrs, in 
Casanare. S~ the town. La Aguada, where the aa1n station al'ld only organized 
ecngr.~tion ·~ ,~~t~ ... ~ b~.,lt_tmt1t.el7 vlpetl:out, -the ~nr ~r the congregation 
have been scattered all oTer the area ·an<l "aolle of theilfare rif\lgMS in tho int~r1or.o 
\J1~ ha.vli! no mitlsicnu1es or national workers in lld.se1on territoiT now, and the only 
-property i!! the land on whieh the chapel and parsonage atood; I alD not able tcJ give 
any reliable estimate on the value of the 18Dd. I t.b.tU.l ask Pastor Ostrem if he ea.n 
~i.ve us this tnformntion. 

Sincerely' and gratefully J"urs, 

Arnfeld c. Jt)rek 

oe: Robert w. l.a:!ear 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 
Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 

ENDURANCE UNDER PERSECUTION 
By Mrs. Gerhard Ostrem, Colombia 

"As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the 
Lord is round about his people" (Ps. 125:2). 

Looking back I can see mountains, lofty and rugged, 
their sides covered with eucalyptus, pine and other trees. 
A trail winds down into the S. valley, which lies at an 
altitude of 10,000 feet above sea level. 

In this valley at the foot of the mountains there was a 
home, a lovely country home. We often called it "little 
paradise." Although it was but a small bungalow, its 
walls were always freshly whitewashed, and flowers 
grew in abundance-hortencias, calendulas, daisies, car
nations, sweet peas, and petunias of many colors. Every 
post of the corridor had a shelf which held a house plant 
always blooming. A spring could be found at the back 
of the house, supplying water for the household and for 
passers-by. 

In this home lived a happy family-happy because God 
had been good to them. They had five healthy children 
and a home of their own with many conveniences not of
ten found in country homes, as a nice brick stove with 
an oven instead of the commonly used "three stones" on 
the floor. But most of all, they were happy because 
Christ was the Head of the house. They were among the 
first to accept the Gospel in that area when Andrew and 

A young Christian family and grandmother. The man 
became a martyr for his faith during persecution. 

Alma Larson went there to open the work in 1939. 
A Forsaken Spot 

Because he had become a Christian, Don M. often suf
fered severe persecution, even being beaten and kicked 

by his fanatic father. He only prayed that his father, 
too, might know and love his Lord and Savior. 

What a joy it was to visit this home, where we always 
received a hearty welcome. "The children, as well as 
their parents, loved to sing. In my mind I can still see 
Maruja, then a small child, pucker her brow and sing 
with all her might. Her favorite song was the chorus 
"Living He loved me, dying He saved me." They loved 
Daily Vacation Bible School and never missed a Sunday 
service. 

That home is now a forsaken spot. Some of the walls 
are down, the roof damaged, and the doors and windows 
battered. There are no flowers to brighten and beautify. 
As has been so common these last years, their home was 
attacked and destroyed, leaving the family homeless. 
More Persecution 

Such was the fate of this family, so they decided to go 
away and start a new home. They crossed high moun
tains and deep valleys, and settled in an area where it 
seemed more peaceful. There they lived about eighteen 
months, cultivating corn, sugar cane and coffee; they 
were getting along nicely. But, how true as we read in 
Heb. 13:14, "Here we have no continuing city." When 
the coffee was ready to pick and the sugar cane ready to 
grind, persecution started in that area also, men coming 
in large numbers, killing, stealing, and mistreating as is 
so common. 

This family stayed as long as they could, but one day 
they were obliged to go into town to a religious gather
ing. All went well, but as they passed a certain place 
while on their way home with other neighbors, three sol
diers seized their sixteen-year-old daughter and forceful
ly took her with them away from the parents. The girl's 
father went to his daughter's rescue, but two soldiers 
took him, holding him as another placed a gun at his 
chest. Women and children screamed; some told the fa
ther to let the men have his girl and save himself. He 
was helpless in himself but he had a powerful Friend, 
and to Him he called aloud in his hour of need, "Please, 
God, have mercy on my daughter." Did God hear the 
cry of that poor father? Oh yes, He would not fail him. 
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem so the 
Lord is round about His people. Just at that mo:Uent, an 
Army official came around the bend and, seeing what. 
was going on, he put a stop to it and sent the family 
home. The girl was trembling and sick with fright, but 
they praised God in their hearts. 

Penniless But Rich 

The official advised them to leave the area, so the next 
morning the mother with the children and some of their 

(Continued on page 10) 



ENDURANCE UNDER PERSECUTION 
(Continued from page 7) 

neighbor girls left, taking with them a few kettles, dishes, 
some food, and the few blankets and clothes they could 
carry. These things did not remain theirs long, for soon 
they were taken away from them. "I was fortunate," 
the lady told me, "I feared our things might be taken 
from us, so I put an extra dress on so I at least had two 
saved." 

The father stayed on a while longer, hoping to harvest 
some coffee; but he, too, was forced to flee. A few days 
later, the family was reunited near the S. valley, home
less and penniless, but rich in the Lord. 

Starting Anew 
We had the joy of having them in our home for a week 

this last December. How they enjoyed Christian fellow
ship agam! They came to Bogota to find work. They 
do not think they will be able to remain where they are, 
and have no means with which to start over again. Their 
girls are always in danger and there is no school for their 
children. Maruja now wishes to enter our Bible Insti
tute. Pray with ua that this will be possible for her, as 

then she can again sing out without danger, "Living He 
loved me, dying He saved me; One day He is coming, Oh 
glorious day!" 

We have praised God for the years when we had the 
privilege to go with the Gospel into the IBoyaca field. We 
thank God for everyone who heard and accepted the 
Word of Life and was born again. We thank God for 
the way He has been round about His people in these 
times of trials and persecution, and for the testimony of 
these saved souls. How good it has been to hear them 
say, "It is true we have been persecuted, but God has not 
forsaken us." -The Missionary 



/'ii.Ona or the problaa or oonoern to the government. ani to which it is ee~ a friendly 
_aoluUOJl1 is tba.t ot f'rot...atant utivity. ot ce~Urae, there is rel1gic:ua libertq ot 

worship in Oolombia u guara.ntetd 8y the Oomtitut4on and which the goverrr~.~ent respeota 
eo that in our Dlidet one 1183 be bfllrn, Uve1 be eduoated end die aooorcling t-o the rites 

Jot the religion he pro.teaqa1 no atter whtoh it 1111¥ be, Catholic UD1 t7 has tmqueation-
ahq been Qn.G. of' tbl moat solid toundatiOflS of our m.tionalit.,". It we 1144 ·reUa1oua 
oontlicts to the tierce struggle ot the (politioal) parties, we wUl be oonir1buting 

...... to the dieaelution Of the ou.tnt.ry. Porwna.Wy, daring the oloee ot the 19th centu17' 
and during the f'iret 4eoa.4ea ot the present. oenfa171 the most Dal.ana•d leuors ot b ot.h 
partiGs a.b:ted to elhd.uate the religious tan.ar tr. the p&r't;J' struggles, aooep~ 
the Oe-.thol"o tmity ~tho n&tion as an aaoompUBhd tut. !he smalllliJl9ritq vbioh 
1a not Oa.t.holic respects tbe oellective sentiae:nta fer praotieel reuane. Aa 1a 

·"ev14nt, not only tr• 'the histoey Of the Retwatioa, but also f'rom daJ..q tt.lperienoe, 
tbt Protestant "propagfmda.• among the Latin "Opt.e does not tend to inoreta.N the DWiber 
of' ainoere and l'VSpeota'ble hot.eatan\a but rather te the loaa ot allreligiats f'ait.h 
and to the inevitQle fll!lbr&«ling tiE o~a en tlw pa.rt ~ all theao who have received 

'\.teachings fulldU~Gnt.all.7 contrary to eaeent.ial OatJtoUo ct..-s• 1hU propagacl& 18 
ord.iM.rUy carried. Gn by Deana of f'unda c~ 1n the tlniud States, aorat.hing 'tha.t 
a.tt.cta the exoellent OolcaltOoot.Amerioa.n relations 8lld the good naigblter poliq. It ia 
not a. friendly gesture to choose our oountr7 tor this m1ssicmary vork when these funds 
oould be \;lQd t.o greater uvantago in the tmiW 8\e.tee, where the~ are at lust 
three tilaea u ~pagans u in OOlombia, cr in the beathtm countriea ot uia.. A.trica. 
OF OceanS... It ia hum1.11a.tbg to qe u an organized ration, eolldly corusti tutecl on 
the foundations ot Ohriatian culture, that we eh«tld be taken, trom the rellgious point. 
ot view 1 u no ~ •s lan4• 

•In our America., mtional.Um arid OatboliciGt are syn~•· !be miseiena.r,y came with 
the diaocwercr and pre04lclad the •coatul•W• 1 a.Dd the colonizer. At the time of the 
conquest.. the clergy teak the lea4 111 ~ tbll r1gh'\J 1n the colOf.\Y' it wae tl'..e 
bearer ot cult."'"e• !he lndepmdanoe and tbi Republic are born among us with manit"eat,a,.. 
tiona or unanimous a.dhaaion to the Oa.t.holic religion1 and the orosa of Ohriat a.ocompaniea 
the award at Oar..:bobo, Boyu(, Jun!n and. ..,....taoho. OW' greatest at.awa.n hue invariabq 
prcclairaed their adhesion to 01" their respect hr tba O&tholio reUg1on. 1'o preserve 
that tradition, ma.intdn the reUcioue um:tq and aYOid tha creation ot religious oonfliota 
in the oountey, 1s the tak of the responsible leaare of both parties, and espeoiall,-
of the government.. tfe are Qat.helic u other people• are Budd.bist ar Mohamaedan. 
Protestant propaganda. ia not. !n accord with the interests of a nation such u Oolombia. 
solidly o~ud and oonatitute4 on t.bli ta.tnd.a:t.i• of Olristia.n culture, a.nd whioh 
appreciates to ita full valu.e the good naighbor pollq and sees in these proee).tting 
eampa.igna the greatest danger to our national union a.nd to American solidarity in its 

~ fight against 1nternatitma.l OollatmiDb It 1a provon that in Oolombia. these o8.1Jlpa.ig118 
are oratt,ily baiD.g taken adVIWtage ot by the onemi.ea of Christian civilization in order 
to hurl into thctir grasp the ignorant. ~~~.nd umta.r;r peasants, who upon losing their 

\religious belief's yield themselves def'enuless to the service of' international creeds. • 
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Medell:!n. 15 de ~sto de 1.954 

Excelent!simo Src 
Te:ti cnte Get .. eral 
GustaM Roja~;; Pinilla 
Presidunte de la RepUblica 
l3ogota .. 

Excelent!simo Senor: 
-~~ .. :, 

Creo yo que una de las mis grandes conquistas de los 
reg:!menes deJOOcreticos de gobierno es la de que los gobernados se puedan. 
dirigir libremente a sus gobernantes para alabar las acciones de estos, 0 

bien para disc~epsr de ellos cua:tdo el caso as:! pareciere aconsej~loo Es
te principio esta amparado en la hasta ahora vigente Constitucicn de la 

,Republica, y en uso de tal derecho de ciudadan:!a·con el debido respeto di-
rijo esta carta abierta a su Excelencia. ' 

En su discurso en el acto de poses5.6n ante la Asa""n
blea Nacional Consti twente para el cargo de Presidents de la Republica 
Y' en el cual su Exce!.enc:i.a, como es fle rigcr, expuso lon gu.iones por los 
cual es ~e 1·egiran ::Jll.C a~tos de gobie~, encuentro mu:v c23.·.C'amente ex-presar-
d:> el pensamiento de s-u. Excel.encia e:u cuanto a 11uno ds los pro·olemas q:u.e 
preocu:j)an al g~bier~o, y para el cual busca 1Ua Mlucion a.J"'..i~•tosa1'. Este 
p:N>bl.-3ma.~ en palab:-as de ~u :Ex:celenciat es la. ~paganda protestanta en 
rr..l.estro pa:lse ..\1 decir S"J. hcele:tcia q_u.e tie butica una !lsolu.::i6:a arnist-osa11 

para el~ l1ace pensar G:!l.e el gobierno considera este llam.do :p;-orile:na como 
de ca.si ex.::lusi va col¥eter.c1a. de la ~andlleria de la naci6n1 ~qo!W si en 
rcalidad se tratara ma~ro:-ma!lte fl.e gentes eXtran.jeras que vi "'-rie~~- en C.:>lom
b:l.a pl"O:fesar. ideas '.J :r::-a.ctican c·u.ltos una.s Y' otros distinto~ "" :i.os de :a 
Ig:es ta Ca·~olica Romana, Sin de jar de re:cono::er eJ hecho dQ que partt:: de 
lcs componentes de lae: hor.o:-ables colonia;.; de extranje:ros 'q-11.e entre noso·
tro£ vi vcn se halla er.. e~. c.~bo an cuestion, •a alg.~/'y nucho nas que esto. 
p·1.1e8 sa t1·ate. de un hecho cvlombiano ~ }~s de 100.000 co~atriDtas de eu 
Ef.:celenc.b., runax.tes de Co:om1:J~a. Y de SlA.S glotias COJii.O los q_u.e ~S pudie
r~m se::lo, ?ro!'esam::>s con t.:>do el ardor d~ nuestros corazones las d.Jctri
nan cr::.stJ.anas · to.l COI!i\) 6llas ~!>arecen en ios Santos :E:vangel~:>s 8 raZ.::n 
pn la cual se r1os con-:)ce pc:- el nombre de C:'i;:;tiR:uos ::;:w.:.'lgelicos~ Hoy 
il:_a propagania pr:->testau~6;1 se ha.lla casi totalmen·iie en ma.nos de gentes 
c0lom~il'l.Il:ls~ p:!eE es esancial- a nu.est:-o credo religioso e:l que cada uno 
que lle£Ue a se~· ;::,ierr.b:-.) de una. do -~estrns congrcgaci:mes so co~sti ~uya 
e:t prOjb.gn.ndist;;. c:.·~ii V·J dal Evangelici-de .reSOICristo., E:Jth. bien ento:.1ces 
q·u.e se b43que lt~ ::oluclou J?~'O}Y.J.e3ta por su Ex.;elencia. sin que :.e ~iP.rda 
de vis~a que hay u~ ma~or intere~ vital en ello para los protestar.tes 
cristlauos que para los rniembros de la misma. fe y que son extra.njer:>s en 
C.:>lombl~ 

JJice ademas su Excelcncia que 11 felizmente a :fines del 
siglo XIX y en las pri:na:::·as dccad.as del p=csente, los coniu.ct!>res m,;s equJ
licrado£ d~ limbos pi!'tiios se propusit;r'Jn di.&1.Lar el t"~t:lr religlo;.;o de 
lao c:mt1cn<ias p~ .. rt1.d.is7.ne, ~Ce:;Jtfmd;:, c::>mJ U!l l.e~h~ cu..~li1~ la 't:.I'!id.ru! ca
t6J.ica Ct€ :w. nad 6n'1., S:t:1 r.t..·wcre::l o.:p:ic.,_cio~eu sobre ~1 pa.rticu1P..r :!a ci
ta G.Ue r:u ~celcncia 1-JA?..ct:, ie este hec!10 ~istcSrico podr1a deja.r :a impresi6n 
de que t:n Colo:nbia hr .. bo ruguaa vez pugna nrmada por moti vos de discrepancia 



1deologica entre catOlicos romRnos y gentes de otros credos religiosos, S1 
la historia dice verdad.~ lo que ha sucGc'.ido a traves de los anos entre libe
rales y oonservadores en cu,;:tnto toea al asunto religioso he. side apenas m
tivado por un deseo de parte o.e los unos p:u-:t que el clero catolico romano 
no tercie en la contienda pol:ltica R fr~.vor de los otros. Ra sido y es epenas 
una lucha o pugna de cnrncter intoriJ.O entre los fieles de una misma. Iglesia. 

Lo que su Excelencin. llruna ~ropngnnda protestante11 , 

que no es otrn cosa que la. labor :n:i.ai\mern de nuestra Iglesia_ es npostol~ 
do esencinl n su program:"\ y no pod1"ia dej~rlo de lndo sin ser 1nf1el al t!IB.tll

dato de su Senor, Cri:oto Jes-a.so Conviene que a este respecto se tenga una 
e.rnpli~. visi6..1. del pa.no::.~A.m..'l I!l'..:.n.l1r.ltt El argumento que se da de la casi Uil&-t 

nimidnd cRtolicn i•onk'Ula de nuestra patr!a ~r que 1mpone que no se hAgan 11cam-
pnfias proselit1stnc11 per parte de :nir.g,L"'l otro c~o religiose, se invaltda 
en buen.c'1. pt1rte de:Jde cu:m,lo ln. Misw .. Iglesia CatGli~a Rol!IA.D.R sostiene y fo-· 
menta acti vidndes !!!istor1aras en pa!ses cle ta.."l. :uplia cul tura cristi::-.na. evan... 
gelica como son9 r-mtrc wchos otrosf los :;:.:a{:;:;P.s ercALdinavos. As! per ejel!).4 
plot Su.ecin, pnh d.e ~~cu G.e stete I!!illones do l!nbitrtntes, escasos cinco 
l!lil cntolicos roDa:~<:>s tienzn todo el apoy~ :for:\neo de su Igle~ia p.'1.Ta su 
ln.bor :proce:l! tj sta$ sin q·~e d gobierno ni el paeblo suecos traten en lo ms 
m!nimo de cohnrtn.J.1 estr. l.tc.:;;rtruli q:-.te todos all{ y en el resto del mundo s~ 
ben que ella se halla gartmtizadn en ln solenm.e DeclA.rP..ci6n de los Derechos 
Rwnanos. 

Ya q~e de estes ejen:plos he tratRdo, no se escaparl\ a 
ln bue~~ infor~'1.Ci6n de ~~ ~celen~ia ~~les hnYAn sido y siguen siendo los 

· resul tttdos de la libr€ pr·J~l:->.g:'lncla rdigiosa en la gran mayor!a de los pn!_. 
sew cultos del rnL"l.doo l3~ fue;rn verdnd cr~c la unid.rui rcligiosa es oosn esen-. 
c1ttl pnra el desar1·oll0 pr~gresivo de U.~"t nnci6ny c6mo podr!a cxplicarse 
entonces que nquellcs ptd' ses qt:e no ln ticncn W\"'f'.n hoy a ln vanguardia de 
la c1v111znci6n, y que precisnmente nlcnnzRron estn nosici6n cimera cuando 
en ellns se 1npuso el }"lTincipio de ln ms anq>lia 11bertnd de cultos? Acaso 
la culturn de t:Ues pueblos no se h.·\ debido en lm.ena pro:porcion al libra · 
juego -de las ideas, entre lns cunles las de orden religiose ocupan un pre-· 
ponderante lugnr? El que la propagn.ndn protestnnte pong1't en peligro la uni
dad nacionnl y ln oolidnrid:-d nmericNJa es darle eJ. problema, Excelent!simc) 
Senor, un cnr6.cter de conjura 1nternac1onal, necesm'1nmente :protogida o sos
tenidn por gobiernos interesados en atentar contra tales unidnd nn.cion~ · 
Y' solidRridnd nmericnnn. Si as{ fuer~ 16s protestnntes crist1nnos de Colom
bia quisi~rmx>s que se nos infora-u-a sobre el particular para dar nuestro 
ms enf:1tico repudio a estos intentos criminAles. mv Rlgo quo se pueda ~ 
ducil" como una pru.eba de que esto estn sucediendo en ln. forma en que su ~ 
celenciaparece dejarlo estnblecido? 

Por dltimo, Y' parn no feii§'!r la ntoncicSn de su Elcee.-
lencia, quiero n.penas hacer breve referencie. a 1o de estAr 11 comprobado que 
en ColombiA. estnn siendo aprovecblldas {lllas cru:pUias proselit1stA.s11 protes
tantes} ArterA.J!lente por los enemigos do 111. c1v111z.<te16n cristinna, para a
rrojar en sus brazos n cnmpesinos : ~e e ig110rantes que, ,U perder sus. 
ereencias reli_eosas (el subr~ es m!o), se entregnn ind:M'ensos e.1 ser
vicio de los credos (pol!ticos?) 1nternn.c1nnale~. Existe un amplio campo 
en estns afirm.ciones de su :Excelencia para una clilucidooion de pos1c1ones, 
cosa que nos 1nteresa en sum grndo n todos los eiudM.nnos do ColoJ!ib1a.. En 
la luchn contra ol corunism ateo 1 la Iglesia Ewmgelica Universal t1ene 
bien de:finidtt su actitud. Entre Cristo y Marx, l.lls protestantes cristianos 
hemos heche desde tmtiguo nuestrn esoogenciA.e Por ello se explica bien o. 
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las elara.s que 1~. verdr:tdera demcracia, que ha. erecido a 11-1. sombre. de la. 
Cruz, tenga sus ~joros pnlRdines entre nquellos ccnglomerndos humanos en 
donde predominn la fe y el esp!ri tu de los Refornrulores. Es tambi~n un ha.
cho bien notorio y diciente que ln ~vor y ~s decisivn infiltr1-1.eion del 
comunism 1m tenido lugnr en tierrns en donde el "totnlitm-ism" relig1oso 
ha. a.bonndo el orunpo pnrn el 11 totnli ta.risro 11 · 1Bf%1~o.. Er.tpezando por la 
misma Rusia, en donde la Iglesia Ort6dcxa Griega siertpre se mstro 1ntran
s1gente eon la propagf1ndn. de otros credos religiosos1 siguiend.o con Italia1 
en donde existe el mayor partido conunista fuera de 11la eortina de hierro"·, 
pase.nd.o por Espaful.. donde estc :partido h.-'1. sido ncallad.o pero en ningu.ne. ma.
nern scf'ocM.c, Y' oolo pAra nd.ucir estos conspicuos ejer.1plos, se presenta 
un contrnsto notn.blo con los pa!sos prctestnntP.s cercrmcs a Rusia, <'.onde 
esta doctrina pol!ticn cuenta con el ~ine reChazo de las gentes, as{ se 
Wtlquisten en form. peligrosa eon sus poderooos vecinos mscovi tas. No es 
un nerc clecir de Jesucristo CUB.ndo pro-n. los creyentes ~vos de todos los · 
siglos y de tcclC's los pueblos les anuncio: 11Si perseverheis en m1 doctri .. 
na, sel"6~s verdndernmente d.isc!pulo s mo·s. Y ccnocer~is la verdad., y la 
verdnd os hfll".<. libres" (San Juan, IX, 31 ... 32). Estn vordad que liberta. e.1 · 
hombre, y que J1('\ es otrn coSA. que el SP..crificio del Hijo de Dios en el GOl
gota, sostione la lucha milenaria del bien contrn el poder do las tinioblas. 
Tenemos que cc:nfesRr que heri!ln.ncs nuestros b.nn logrM.c ser enga.fiad.os por el 
espejism del col'!llllism m.rxista; perC' se puedc decir cpe en proporcion hn.n 
side ellcs mRS que los venidos a tnl partido de ctros credos religiosos? 
Sincera.rnonte crec-· y scstongo que nc, puos la rc:Uidnd visible es r:tUY otrn1 

nun en el suelo de nuestrn MisrnR patriae 

J.l dirigirrne n su Elecelencin por nedio de esta lineae 
no me estoy ton-m~.c. ln personer!a de nillg1in cuerpo o Iglesia Protest:mte. 
Com ya lo dije nl principio, Excelent!siro Seiklr, lo Mgo en m Sir.J>lO . 
caracter de ciudn.drulC C(llC'Mbinno; perc tengc ln. inpr<si{n de que en estes 
conceptos que J!l6 he ~rosurnd.C' a poner respetucsamente a la dignn conside
rtlci~n del primer ~strndo de la repUblica m ncorpafia la gran ~r!a. 
de l'lis herm.nos en ln. fe c1"ist1ana.. 

Con rds sontinientcs de r.d m.,_wr c<'nsidera.ci~n y res
pete • soy de su Excelencin scrvidor y ccnpn-triota, 

(Fdo.) J\llio c. Oro zoo o. 
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Tesorero 
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Bogot4, Foero 3 de 1956 

Senor 
MINISTRO DE GOBIERNO 
E. S. D. 

Acatado seftor Ministroz 

Representante Leqal 

Dr. Gabriel Muiioz Uribe 
Cra. 7, NC? 14-35, Of. 301 

Tel. 24-421 
Bogota 

Con pesar nos vemoa en 1a penosa neoesidad de lleur a au co
nacimiento loa siguientes heciDs, que constitu;yen actos de persecucicSn 
injustif'icada contra la Congregac~n Evangelica de Socot4. 

A)- Fa el JDes de agosto de 1955 fU.e aellada la casa destinada 
a los cultos CrtatianD& Evangelicoa de Socot4, con violacion de las 
circulares )lo-R. 71785 emallldas de su min1&er1o, '18. que dicha cas 
habia sido previamente dernmdada con arreglo a tales circulares. 

b)- El )1 de Diciembre, en momenlios en que un nuclao de eva&

gelicos se proponim entrar • oracicSn para alabar a Dios, sorpresi
vamente tueron tomados por la policia 7 conducidoe a la carcel, sin 
que de los detenidos sei\;tenga notic:ia en 1a ac'J;ualidad. Entre loa 
detenidoa tiguran peradrlaa de irreprochable rectitud ciudadana como 
Ariel Bello, H:Uma Bello 7' todta loa que tueron condual.dos, a quieneli 
1a '4nica causa para que se les persiga es ser Cristial»s EV'angel.icos• 
en uso de un derecho qua le consagra a los ci. udadanos colombianos la 
Constitu.cion Hacional. 7 las propia.s recientes circul.ares emanadas de 
su Despacho. 

c)-como estos bechoa estan compl.etamente colocados fuera de 
las prdenaciones,reglamentaciaDes e instrucciones dados por su despa.f. 
7' de cuyo acatamiento querems ser los primeros en sujetarnoa. 

Consecuencialmente 1 7 ante 1a gravedad que esta injustida 
encarna de encarcelar sin ca-. a unos ciudadanos honestoa, 7 p0r 
el hecho de que la casa destimda a los cultos coptina sellada.,-.a.t 
suplicam.os ae digne ordenar lA concemiente al. Alcalde de aquella 
poblaci&D se ajuste a sus iDatruccionea 7' a las diapor.Lc1ones vf&eDtea 
sobre libertad de cultos. , 

Ro nos dirig1mos a1 seiior Secreta.r:io de_.Gobiemo4 de BoJ&CL:;por<? 
dicho tunc1onar1o ha declaradtt qua •el acabant eon eaa tlgabunderia 
protest.ante• 7 en consecueada no aspiramoa a obtener justicia de ·1111 
parte. Porque creemoa en las aeguridadea del Gobiemo BaCional, aaa
d.illoa a Ud. como nacionalea 7 extranjeros, en deDBnda de garantiall 

Mision Interamericana - Sinodo Presbiteriano - Alianza Cristiana l&donera - Presbiteriana Cumberland - Santidad 
Calvaria - Union Evangelica de America del Sur - Cruzada Mundial Emngelica - Mision Suramericana a los Indios 
Union Misionera Evangelica - Metodista Wesleyana - Iglesias E:Vangelicas del Caribe - Hermanos Menonitas 
Iglesias Menonitas de Colombia - Iglesia Cuadrangular - AsamlJieas de Dios - Iglesia Evangelica de Villarica 



Prestdente 
Rdo. Francisco Ordonez 

Apdo. Nal. 13 
Apdo. Aereo 516 
Armenia, Caldas 

-2-

Secretarto Etecutivo 
Rdo. Juan A. Dyck 

Istmina, Choc6 

Tesorero 
Rdo. Roberto Arrubla 

Apdo. Nal. 16 
Palmira, Valle 

Representante Leqal 

Dr. Gabriel Muiioz Uribe 
Cra. 7, N<? 14-35, Of. 301 

Tel. 24-421 
Bogota 

minima& para el ejercicio de nuestro& cultoa a D1oe con arreglo a nue 
tra conciencia. 

Suplicamos encarecidaJIBnte al ador Ministro de Gobiemo 
tomar las ntpidaa 7 oportunas medidaa pam que las autoridad.es ·de 
Socot4 ajuaten 8U actividad a las normae. 7 diaposiciDnea de Ud. 
a las cuales nos hemos acojidl:t s1•pre• 

Esperamos su pronta 7 oportuna intervencion 7 noses grato 
suscribirnos COmoJI sua atentos serdd.ores • 

fttSION EVAIGELICA LU'tERAMA DE COLOMBIA 

ARNFELD C MOReK 

CONFEDERACION EVAt«;ELICA DE COLOMBIA 

Representante 19].. 
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Senor 
MINIS'm> DE GOBIERIO 
E. s. D. 

logot4,D.~ &lero 9 de 1.956 

W 1 Cr.1st1a1Jo-1BY&ngel1coa deterd.dos en 
Socot4 (Boy.) 

Desde cuando tuv!mos 1a oporturd.dad de llevar a su 
conocimiento los hechos de ~l'HCUCion de que se. ha. hecho objeto a 
la Congregacion Bvangeliea · (Luterana} de 8ocot4 7 q• culDd.Daron con 
la dete.nci.&n de nun. pel'80naa que respondeD a los siguit111tea noabresa 
IRMA BELLO, KELVIRA I&L, A1UKL BKLLO, .A8DRAL1X) PORRAS, I.RAPAU.A1 . 

ABELAROO TORRES, JOSE AGUSTIH PJlW». 7 C.ARUB K IlLLO. 
Como tpm no se ha dado · eoluc18n a tan gran probl-. 

'V'f111111Ds ante Ud. nuenaente aol1citandole atdftC8d41.Mllte n. interYen
ci&n. 

Segun mticiaa • plenaunte contirJDadaa, .parece que 
las bases de acusaci&l BOD lu cle "teDU' lieoree de contrahando" 7 
segun se atirma. tab1• de "etectuar nnmioaee pollt1eas11• Las eolaa 
acusaciones citadas son po:r ai .t.aa la prueba liaS evidente de la 
persecucion de que ae hace nct.Sa a loa EnztaelJ.cos em aquel Muni
cipio. Ee conocido del Mlld.aterlo, po:r ser llll tests.mio pab] 1co 
que loa CristianN Bnngellcoa abomh• de toe Yio!AJ 7 en especial 
atacan el v1c1o del alcohol. Cancen po:r tanto de t•&J•clla lee q11t 
han tomulado &eJ~~ejante acusacia de todo paato de viata talso. X.. 
que ae dice de reunionea polltieas, ea ev1dcte que entre Cr.tat.lanoa 
Evangelicoa no se haoe clistinci&l de credo politico~. pues au 
reunionea en culto se dirigen solamente a a] abut 7 adorar a Dies. 

En tales circunstancias, 7 por loa supuestos delitoa 
o intracciones, los nueve detelddos han aido IIIUltad.os oacla une con 
la 8WI8. de Ciento diez pesos (tllO.oo), es decir, que e1. plan de recaudD& 
es para reunir una multa de mil pesos entre los nueva detenidCB • •sta 
en l.a forma de U :blpoaic16n de la mul.ta se hace notor.1o el tin ••
mente persecutor.l.o contra ciudadanoa honestos 1 de 11agnitico teattaonio 
social 7 moral. · 

Rogamca po:r tanto a au deapacbo intencd.r prontamente 
para que esta anoualla, sea co~ 7 se deatijen loa sell.oa puestoa c 
la casa de habitac16n de Pedro Pemcdes Vel.andia, qtd.en 1.gual.mct.e 
firma la pre aente petic1on. ///J. . . , ., Del aeflor M1nistro con todo reapeto, 

Y-11:~1;;; 46 '> (:_ ~"' i l'ko 0~ u .. br 
J · . ,/ ~ 4't1~'~i'c-,{c.nh fey . ./ 



SECRETARIA GENERAL 

Seflorita Dofia 
TRELLA HALL 
La Ciudad 

Bogot.(, D.- E.~" 2. 7 HAlt f958 
'~. ,.;'_;· ' 

·i 

En relaci6n con 1a consulta verbal 
de usted sobre la manera de hacer efectiva la Resolu -
ci6n Ndmero 5Z6 de 1956, tengo el gusto de manifes- · 
tarle lo siguiente: 

La calidad de -eat61icos o n6 de los · 
estudiantes matriculados en establecimientos drigidos 
por personas o entidades- no cat61icas, se definirc! por 
1a declaraci6n que hagan los padres en el momento de 
asentar la respectiva matr!cula. El libro de matrrcula 
es, par tanto, el documento que sirve de base para 
cumplir 1a Resoluci6n NUm:ero 5Z6 de 1956, reforma -
toria de 1a Ndmero Z851 de 1955. · 

Con toda consideraci6n soy de us
ted atento y seguro servidor, 

JCG/adec 

(/, :1' ~ 
~~RCIA _/ 

Secretario General, Encargado -



sdoR 
OOBEijNADOR 

E. s. D. 

Mq dietingulcJo atBDra 

Reapetuoaament;e queremoa poner en su conochaiel&o que el B!a martes 11 del pre

sents mea el Rnerendo Pausaniaa VUchea, pastor de la Iglesia de El. Redentor 

en Bogot.f, cle la tliaion Brang&lica Lut.erana • Colombia, tu' pueato preao en 

caaa del Sr. Arquhaedes Bello, en la vereda d.e San Pedro, Municipio de Socot.f, 

donde ae haJlaba .con el tin de Claplir una oc.iai&n de orden interno de la 

Oongregacion Evang&lica de dicho luger. El. Sr. Ariel Bello t.ambien i"ue pueat.o 

preso el miamo d!a con el pastor VU:ches. El. ct!a junea 19, el Sr. 0liver1o .. 

Mora, Pastor Licenciado de la Oongregacion de !unj a, as dirigio al pueblo en 

las bores de la mafiaDa para bablar con el Sr. Alcalde y saber por que hab!a 

ordenado encarcelar a loa Srea. VUchee 7 BeUo, e iftll.ediatamente '\ambia tu& 

pueato preao. En todo eeto no hay otro motbe sino el de que por rezones de 

oonaiencia proteaan la Religion Oristiana Evagetica y no la OatOlica &m,ne. 

Oomo eatamoa eeguros de que Ud. no tolera loa abuaoa ni las arbit•eriedades 

antes menaionadas, en f'orma reepetuosa aolica-oa se airYa ordenar las inves

tigaciones del caeo y poner f'in a hechos que ~en vergiienza a un pa!a cniya 

Oonat.ituoion babla de libert.ad de conciencia. 1b ea eats la primers vez que 

•• cometen atropelloe violentos en eaoe luganet el 10 de enero de eate aiio ee 

bi!D ,un encarcelamiento en masa de los evang&icoa que se encontraban celebrando 
.:< ·-~ (.' .• ·-·· ... :-; 

8WI actividadee religiosaa de Ai'io Nuevo en la vered.a de Parpa. Un a vez mae 

aolici.S-oa eu aabia intervenciO'n al reapecto. 
' Somos del Sr. Gobernador, 

Tunj a, Abril 20 de 1956 

Juan N. Montoya 
o.o. II 4092113 de Bogot.f 

Belva M. Nerlien 
c.R. II 1880 de 'runja 

Arnteld o. Morek 
o.R. # A-8687 de Bogota 



PRISIONES CELEBRES EN CRISTO. 

Fil. 1:13,14. 

Con eata.s pala.bras se expresa e1 apostol Pablo~ frente a loe{lar~os afios de pre
sion por causa de Cristo. 

Los jud{os qu~iceron poner preso al f!postol , creyeron dar un paso en firme 
en cuanto a impedir la extension del Evangelio. Pero, he aqu{i , que el priai
onero se goza por el exito de sus prisiones; habiendo llegado el Evangelic por 
conducto de el, basta la misma guardia pretoriana. 
Los encargados de reprimir por la fuerza el a~nce del cristianismo, llegan a 
la fe en el Crucificado por el mensaje de unprisionero; a quien las cadenas 
no hab~an becbo caller. As{ fue, como mucboe del ejercito imperial, vinieron 
a engrosar las filas del crucificado galileo. 
Este era uno de los exitos de las prisdlnes de Pablo; pues el Evngelio llego 
a ser conooido por toda la guardia pretoriana. 
El otro exito de las prisiones de Pablo estda,. en que 11mucbos de los bermanos 
lln el Senor, tomaron animo 8 para 11hablar la pelabra sin temor 11 • En tanto que 
el gran apostol a los gentiles, veta reducir su campo de accion a causa de sus 
prisiones, otros bermanos tomaron su luger de combate, para 11hablar sin temor 
la paiabra 11 de Dios.lF~liz, aquel siervo, que~que au puesto de combate ba 
eido ocupado por otros valientes soldados que estan decididos a llevar adelante 
el mensaje del Evangelic de Cristol Y presieamente era por esto que dec{a, 11 y 
en esto me tegocijo, s{, y seg~ire regoci~andome 11 • 
La tercera cosa poll la cual San Pablo se regpcija, es en esta: "que ya por fin 
habeis hecho revivir vuestro cuidado acerca de m1 11 Fil .4:1G. 
iL No era esto motivo de gozo para el apostol al ver como aquell~iglesia, hizo 
llegar hasta el por 11 conducto de Epafrodito• su dadi~ de amor? 
Esta era una msnifestacicn de que su trabajo en el Senor , no tab{a sido vano. 
Las ofrendas_se multiplican, basta coste•r el largo viaj~que Epafrodito tendr{a 
que hacer desde Filipos heats la lejana Roma, a donde llegar{a con un 11 refrigerio 
de smor" de parte de eats iglesia,al prisionero apostol • 

En mi caso, no podr{a decir que exactamente acontecio lo mismo que al apostol 
Pablo. Pero s{, hay algo en comlln; y es el de haber sido "prisionero de Cristo 
Jesus" y "en esto me gozo y bolgare", como ln dec{a el apostol Pablo. 
Era el 17 de abril del presente sno~ ouando alumbrados por los palidos rayos de 
una luna que se ocul tabs ya en el lejano b6rizonte de las montanas coloi11bianes; 
cuando nos enoaminabamos en medio de varios agentes de polic{a, hacia la carcel 
de la poblacion. · 
i Cual el crimen, se pregunat~a alguno, para proceder de essfmsne"ra a al tas ho
rae de la noche? 
El crimen era el mismo por el cua~se acuso a Pedro y los otros apostoles en Je
rusalen , cuando los magistrados les dijeron: •He aqu{, habe{s llenado a Jerasa
len con vuestra doctrine• Hecb.5:28. 
S{, por la 11doctrine 11 de Cristo, por su Evangelic era la causa por- la cual fui
mos llevadoe para ocupar por ocho d{as, un calabozo inmundo y mal-oliente. 

A pesar de~o poco agradable del luger, el Senor tuvo para nosotros grandee 
bendiciones. 
El gozo de anucnciar el Evangelic a personas con quienes de otra manera no hu
bieramoa tenido contacto. Muy especialmente a quienes estaban encefgados dea 
nuestra custodia. As! que, como en el caeo de Pablo, nuestras 1 prisionea eran 
bien conocidas". 
No podemos decir que estoe agentes haya~ceptado el Evan[elio, pero a ellos lle
go la palabra de gracia en Cristo Jesus; y conforme a la promesa, eeperamos que 
no volvera vac{a. 



Como en el caso de Pablo y Silas, nosotros tambien cantl!bamoe himnos al Senor. 
Himnos que no solo eran concuelo para nosotros , sino que llevaban a quienes nos 
o{an el mensaje de Cristo; mensaje que llevabamos en nuestoe, corazones. 

FUe tambien motive de gozo par~nosotros al ver que el 0 cuidado"fde algunos 
1wrman.os de esas "tegiones, revivio para con nosotros , al llevarnos todos los 
d{as los alimentos necesarios; aunque para esto ten!an que recorrer todos los 
d{ae, varies ki6metros a pie. El Epafrodito en nuestro caso, era la senora Ali
cia de Bello, quien voluntariamente y con sacrificio nos atendio aquellos d{as 
de prision. 

No podemoa menoa, que dar gracias a Dioa por esta experiencia en nuestra vida 
crietiana, y por las muchas bendiciones con las cualea nos colmo durante esos 
d!as. · 
El triunfo aparante de~enemigo al lograr prohibir la celebracion de nuestros 
cultos y cerrar nuestrae escuelae; eeperamos ~ue el Senor los convietta , en 
una vendicion para au 1gleaia., porque ."todas las cosaa ayudan a bien , a loa que 
amana Dioa" Rom.8:28. --=:C~~~~~ 

P. Wilchee • 



OOPU 

Sefior Don Oliverio Mora 
Tunja 

Eat~ado amigo 1 he~ano en Qriatoa 

a.ia, Mayo a, 1956 

Reciba mi oartnoao ealudo porque le deaeo ae enouentre bien, diafr~ando del 
mnparo 1 bendici&n que a&lo noa ea concedido por Jeaueriato NUestro Glortoao Sal
vador. 

Llle~ bien, graciaa a Dioa. Sal! de '•• a laa 7 •~· 1 llegue a Du1t.ma 
bien, donde tom' bua a laa 10 a.m. llegando al pueblo (Soooia) a laa 2 de la 
t.arde. Entregu' lll oart.a o not.a del Seiior Seoretario a Don Oar~spara que ft 
la diera a1Alcal6e. Pero &1. U. reeibirla ae entureotcS 1 mandcS lo 'eobaran a la , '~ 

carcel a1n darle ninguna eaperanza, quedando a&lo la delllTodopoderoao D1oa. Ya 
el le ten!a decretadoa tso.oo de multa a1n decirle la cauaa de tal. 

Oontiml&n amenaDndomaJ Dioa nbe todaa laa ooaaal ea por au oaua 1 por eao 
m teu.er6noe atmque tengamoa que aufrir en eats mundOJ at acmoa :f'1elea haeta el fin 
Dioa noa dara la corona de la vida eterna en la manaicSn que Oriato compr& con au 
aangre 1 quo eat' preparando eano fiel .aigo de loa que oreen en El. 

Trieteza me da ea nbel' lo que el Sefior Oura dite en au predicacicSn el 
domlBgo, •n!a del Senor 1 • Pu .. el en Tez de bablar al aer allllano de aor lea 
habla de vengenza, deatrucci&n 1 od1o oo~ra noeotroa, cr .. turaa e htjoa de Dtoa. 
Parece que elloa~enaan peraeguirnoa; pero eatln haciendo lo que Oriato dijera a 
Satlo Ollamado poateriorment.e Pablo) cuando Uaa a peraegutr a loe criatianoas 
1Dura coaa te ea dar cocea contra el aguijon1 , ;rt~ten le d1J~ cuando el le dijos 
1Quien orea, Senort", JeaW.le reapondto• 'Yo 110y JeaU. a quien tii peraiguea•. 
Eat.o mi•o eaten haeiendo aquelloa que preteuden 1 quieren aer nueatroa ~u, 
pero que noeotroa no loa tenemoa como talu, eiP:, antea lea emmnos como Oriato 
noe lo ell8eflo a or~r por ello• y pedtrle que lea bendtga 1 lea conoeda la luz 
de au Santo Eapfritu para que vean au error, y wengan al Senor como debcoa ir, 
con coraz6nea' cont.ritoa y hu:dllados, depoa1tan4o nueat.ro pecado, para que 11 
noa p erdone. 1Porque .S. confeaamoa nueatroa pecadoa El •• fiel Y juno para que 
noa perdone nueat.roa pecadoa y noa limpie de t.oda maldad. • I de ~uan 119. 
"Por~la aangre de feaucriat.o au Htjo noa Umpta de todo peoado.• 

Eato le eacribo cano informe de lo oCMUJ'rido, para que le comunique al 
Sefior Gobernador o al Senor Seoretario del pernicioao procedimiento del Senor 
Alcalde. 

Eepero me escribas pronto contendane otro• reaultadoa. 

Me hace el favor de aaludar a la Srta. BelYa y Roaa. 

Rectba junt.o con au m._ misdeaeo per wu bienatar 1 bendiotcSn en '••• 

Sinoeramente, 

Ariol Bello (f~) 

(Por falta de plata no tu{ yo mi•o•) 



~re 3: 

Seiior' Gobernado 
'l'unja 
En Su Decpacho 

/ 

Nuestro m~ dhtinguido eefiors 

8ol1c1tamoa ant..e Ud., Seilor Gobernador, •• cambS.e ~1 alcald.e 4e So~, 
por no poder eater de aouerdo en mucbo• punto. tm el d•••pello 4e au tunclon••J 
no que -exitamoa eet.o por capriobo per•onal aine porque quer•o• ,que el alcal6e 
de nueatro pueblo •• ctaa maa+i'lba reclaent.u ... la lq. Ita ·ha\ti.clo mucho deu
ouerdo 1 deaorderten el pueblo por cauaa de au 11818:aclm.1n1atl'aclon. 
Nueat.roa reolamoa~ ant.e Ude aon abraplemente de oden aoo1al en .,18\ar del bieneatar 
que neceat.ta el pueblo. · 

Buecand.o por.medio de la pre•ent.e carte la aolft1cSn ,8in emuerar todoa loa 
motivoa que noa obllgan a tom.al' ena medida, p41Umoa noa garant.ioe la debida 
admintatraoion que e1 Gob•en,o, dn lugar a duda, ofrece para toda la ttacion 
y esperamoa que por S.nt.errnedt'o de la autoridad ol Sefipr Goilernador aea reauelto 
este prob1ena. ,; 

' 

.. ~"~. 15 de Mayo de 1956 -.p-t· -·. . 

.. J....' 





Bocoti, Colombio, 
11 de septiembre, 1957 

Sr. Teniente Carlos Humberto Diaz D. 
Alcalde de El Cocuy 

Respetado Sefior: 

Me peJ."'lnito iir]girme a Ud. en la forma E'dis atenta con 
ol fin de manifostarle que no tuvimos nineuna intenci6n de servir 
como trampolin politico an sentido perjudicial al senor Alcalde, 
hecho que ha podido averieuar ya por oonversaci6n con las Srtas. 
Elizabeth Heerde y Valborg Torkelson. 

Por lo contrario, agrad.eoemos al tar:1ente la protecci6n 
,1ue la Alcaldia ha dado a nuestras': labores evangel:isticas y educativas 
en el municipio de El Cocuy, lahcres '100 a veces ha.n sido des-
aoredi tada.s pero que, como bien sa be ol senor Alcalde, son llevad.as 
a cabo con motives netamente cristianos y sin miramiento alguno a 
intereses personales. 

Del aeflor Alc;3.J.de, Atto. y s.s. 

Arnfel~- C. ·: oro1~ 
Director 

L..Q:_ Adjunto copia de v~ rectificaci6n envia(la a. El Tiempo. 



• 
J..:;n au edici6n clel aiete iel men en currio, pl!gina Hoxta, t.o!'oora columna, 

apa.reoi6 en este iiario una in:form:toi6n uobre m1cooos on 1'4. Cocuy en la cucl 

se afirma inexactamente * 
"La. l~ia16n ;~vn.ng6lioa en Jogot8., por nedio de la .E:mbajada Americana, pondr! 

el oorres:pond.iente d.enunoio anto el Miniaterio ole Gobierno y ante la JWJ.ta 

La ~:inion ;;;v<::ngelica I~uterana en Colomhi<:., una entidal totalmente apol!tioa, 

a:t:irma. que no ha presenta:io, ni preeentar!, d.enunoio del menoionado ca.so por no 

ver en t11 nine-una ,usoriminnoi6n relie;iosa
1 

ni agresion intencional. 

La Kini6n, que oi,. en muohne coasi,')nos so na •.risto obli~a a intervenir en 
algunos 

favor de viotimao de at~opellos anti-evan,~liooa en/otros munioipios, no tiene 



"fREY STOLE MY WATCH Al'lD 1!Y HEW F!Af" 
J3y Arnfeld c. Korok 

"What's wro~ Can I help you?" asked a friendly voice at his side as 

Evangelist Bello turned to see a refined and cultured-looking fellow prisoner. 

Bello had spent an unpleasant night tr,ring to oatoh some sleep on the floor of the 

Tunja state prison. It was colder but cleaner than the jail at SoootA where he 

had been held more than a week for visiting the .Eva.ngelioals of his home com-

"They stole my- watch and my new hat", sa.i.d Bello, then added thoughtfully, 

"but they probably need them worse than I do ••• ~ Go~~orgive them." 

"What makes you talk like that?tt asked his new friendi "Jou are different 

from most of the fellows who get looked up here. You seet you can't be here one 

night before they steal your persenal belongings." 

Bello told his story. 

"So you are Evangelical", said the prisoner. "Do you happen to know a · 

Pastor Mora? He comes here a lot to talk to the prisoners. We are good friends." 

"Of course I know him. Re is our Lutheran pastor here in 'Punja." 

Bello was released after a few days and later his t"riend was transferred to 

a penitentiary on the outskirts of BogotA~ Here he became acquainted with 

Pastor Pausanias Wilches and members of his Bogot! congregation who make regular 

visits to the prison. This unusual prisoner, whose story- may perhaps be told later• 

joyously confesses his faith in Christ ~~d points out how he was attracted b.1 the 

Christian attitude of Evangelist Bello toward those -uho had robbed him, and how he 

came to know Christ through Pastor Mora's personal presentation of the Gospel durine 

visits at the Tunja prison. 



Senor 'inistro ·Ie G.·bierno (eb~et"~ 175 8 . 
(S<"AC<ido et1 r:~y:e( f;~!fadoj 

Senor ltinistro: 

Loa firnenteo del presente memorial, 

ciuiadanos colo;,~bianos, mayores rle edad. y vecinos ·iel 

municipio 1e Socot4, Boyac!, renpetuotm.r~ente nos lirigimoa a Dd. para poner 

' en ccnocimiento loa siguientes hechos: 

1. ,En la. vereds. de Parpa, municipio de :.1oooU,. ~yacd, e:x:is t.e dea1e ha.ce 
•''. 

m!s •ie tr~;inta. aiios una con:;reg.:.oi6n le oristianos evan~licos los que rlesde 

un princiipio conatruimos nuestra propia ca.pilla. para adora.r a :lios confcrme 

a loa 1iota:io3 de nuestra ooncienci& y en c nformidad con los Leyea. 

2. Jesde el afio de 1949 se desat6 contra. nosotros una perneoucion a instiga-

ci6n d.el cura pA.rroco y de las autorid<'i>ies civilea de la poblaci6n. Como 

con.secuencia de esta. fuerte persecuci6n el 9 ie ma.rzo de 1950 la n.enciona:la 

capilla y la casa pastoral rueron saqueadas 7 totalmente destruidas. 

3. Dna escuela de ensefianza primaria funcion6 sin interrupci6n por mas de 

25 aiios hasta que en el afio de 1950 se hizo impoaible llevar a:lelar.te eata. 

labor ed.ucativa por la. :fuerte perm~c'-lcion, ast como por haber sB.o .:lestruido 

el local le au f'u.'loionamiento. 

4. En 1954 se reanudaron labores ed.ucativas las que fueron ter:::inante pro-

hibidas en lig''Jsto te 19::i5 :por el ent;:,ncGs Alcald.e ,'!e aquella poblaci6n. 

5· Por cl :7:iar.:~o. al:o 1954 empeza.nos la ccnatruccion de una nueva capilla, 

ano le 1956t con el encarcela:;Jier.t:J ie su ccnstructor, el ~)r. (;arloa Leal. 

6. Pastoros y n:iembro;:; le osta oon{','!'€g~:;..ci6n han Gioio encarceltdos y rnul tados, 

vejadou y ca.lumnia.ios 1urante esta ••epoca de terror" desatnd.a contra nosotros 

por las n.utoridades tanto ci riles cor::a eolesiaaticvs le e ste. r!unici:pio. 

7 • Las muohss 'luejas •1ue b.emos elt~vad.o a }.:,s autori·lades superiores en· aiios 

paaaios han si;lo inutilos, ya qus ningurw. &.:cion justiciera f.>e ha toma..:lo a. 

favor :ie los :;:er;<Jegu.iloa ev::m~~~l i~o~1 1e e sta poblaci6n. 

Tales acton le violaciSr:. lo la ,Jon:.;titucion y L,.s Leyes s6lo se 



los deeechos Je sus ciudaJanos en sus fue:ros intimos. 

Librad.oe ya de tel ola.S$ de go'bierno por los acontecimientoa del 

diez de mayo del pasrulo ano, y oonociendo las 1)Uena.s intenoiones del actual 

Gobierno de reatituir tm gobierno :leoocrAtico que ga.rantizarA, sin distingos 

politicos ni religiosos, la vida y honra de sus ciuiadanos, hemos tenido a 

bien eleva..r a la consi,le.ra.cion del seiior M.inistro este memorial a fin de que 

se ordene y earantioe el funcionamiento de la. eacuela que tanta fa.lta est& 

ha.ciend.o y se nos d.eje liemina.r con toda libertad la oonstrucci6n d.e la 

nueva oapilla a. fin de alora.r en ella lib.rar-:ente a nuestro Jios d.e a.auerd.o 

a los dicta.los J.e nueat.ra conciancia y lentrv le lo esta.blecido por la Jon-
, 

stituci5n y I.e;.res de :nua::;tra. patria a las o:u.Uas estarnos oblig-a.ios a obede-

cer y a.catar como cristianos. 

apliquen en ~1 Leyes concordatorios, pedimos del aeuo.r Ministro ee 1igne 

aoatn.r nuestra petici~n y t,x:a.:r las med.iias oorilucentes a et;a:ra.rrtiza..r el uso 

de 



.·. 15.- .st!ft-) ,rs-r 
COBCB!'TOS SOBU BL OOJIG.USO BVAJRIILICO CBI.EBJWK) D CALI 

(trom -~elato:r", Cali) 

ttAjuatbdoae ala mu estriota 'tioa in:rorma.tin, ·llELJ.TOR :rep:roduoe ~mente 
l9s oonoeptos del Padre Benoit, directo:r-'-loout«r .4e un program& ra4ial oat61ioo
romano en eata oiudad, 7 la opini6n del aefio:r presidente Lleras Oama:rp, • 
:relaoi6n con el reoiente Congreso Latinoamericano aobre Comunicacionea livangllicaa 
de Lite:ratura 7 Radio, ~os detallea in:rorm6 ampl~te eate pari6dico. 

"DEL PBIO. BEIOn' 
• ••• m oongreao p:roteatante que ae est& llevaado a oabo aqui en Cali, at' 

oompueato po:r gates domfatioaa de la m&a ~a iporaaoia... SoD pi-oteatantea 
que, Junto ·con el com.uni•o, nos eaUn querien4o pmar para ellos.~. Ta ·DO aomoa 
cat611coa, Do aomoa 4emodtiOoa, puea el proteriantiamo 7 el comul11amo Do& han 
gat'l&do para elloa. ~. Ta eatUlOa domina.doa. ... · 

'Pobre Colombia, pobre Cali ••• pobre gobier.no ••• 
• Colombia ha aido invadida por doe potenoiaa ext:ranjeraa que DOS baa haoho 
p~ la ft&Cional.idad 7 late oat411cat el ·ooamdamo 7 el p:roteataatiao. 

'De'bemoa saber que el prot•atantismo ea corruptor 7 tomen'iador d.e la Jda v1l 
inmoralidad, pues desintegra loa hoga.res oriatianoa, tomenta el diYoroio, eto., ete •• 

(Pmoco Luis Enrique Benoit. !'rases pronunoiad.aa en- au program& *La Voa 
del Ev&ngeliott en la Elaiaora RCO de Oal.i, loa diu 15 7 16 de loa oorrientea). 

tt])m, PRESIDEBTE LLERAS 
'Via Jlarooni. CL SB 5 JogoU 66 Sept. 18/59 2031 • 
.Astrdbal. Rioa •. 

'Oomit' de Rsaolucionea, Oong:reso Latinoamerioano Commdcaciol'lea JWangQ.icaa.-oali. 

·~ el guno de inf'ormar a usted que au oo-mUoaci6n·4.el.dJ.es7 aeisde
aeptiembre .tu6 llevada oportUI'l&DMtnte al oonooiaianto del aefior preaid.cmte de la 
:rep1iblica, quien enc4rgame agrdeoerla en au nombre 7 traaud.U.:r a usted.ea sua 
votoa mts oordialea por el hito de las deliberacionea del congreao. Atentamente, 

Alberto Oonz&les J'ernhdes, aecretario general preaidenoia. 
Bf OFKO CL SR5.• 



RBLIOI011S 

DCJmSTIC SERVICE 

RADIO PRIEST SPURS 
00La4BIAN SCHOOLIHO 

NEWS 

-12-

By Religious Hews Service (5-4-59) 

SBRVIOB 

Ul,UTED NATIONS, H .Y. ( RNS) -· In Oo1CIIIb1a, South Allerica, where 
some 5-i million out ot a population ot 13 million can neither read nor 
write, an enthuaiastic priest is using .the atruay-s to wage a successtul 
battle against ignorance, poverty, disease, alcoholism and oriJae. 

Initiated 1n 1947 with a hanemade tran81111tter, the aohool b7 
radio progrm ot Msgr. Jose Joaquin Salcedo has grown into a ~spheric 
movement praised and applauded throughout the world, and now has 
thousands ot rad1ophon1c schools in operation under the ,... ot 
CUltural Popular Action. 

This grass roots movement tor mass education was described here 
by Msgr. Salcedo at a press conference called by the united Rations 
Scientific and CUltural Organization- Invited by the State Department 
to visit the United States, the prelate recalled that when he came 
to his first pariah in Colambiai the remote mountain hamlet ot Sutatenza, 
12 years ago, he fOund the peop e not mere17 unable·-M read aD4 write 
but living under the most squalid conditions. 

At that time, the vfllage was a pueblo with about 110 inhabitants, 
but the parish which it served counted more than 8,000 souls. '1'o 
reach his widely scattered parishioners Pather saloedo eet up a little. 
broad~asting station. . 

Aided by three &eminar,r students, he constructed a ainsle radio 
tran8ln1tter, In 1948 there wora only three radio ~oct:!vinQ Hta 
around which the people could listen to tor those tirst lessons in 
reading and writing. Today there are three 200-toot radio towers in 
SUtatenza carrying Father Salcedo's instructional progrsas to saae 
40,000 classes scattered in thousands ot remote villages 1n the 
Oolanbian Andes. 

And Sutatenza i taelt is now a modem town that enjOJ"a all the 
up-to-date conveniences, including paved roads, theatre, aqueduct, 
schools, hospitals, and radio and telephone oQIIIl\lnicationa. 

While enj07ing the patronage or the oatholic ObJrch, the Ollture.l 
Pop1lar Action movcent ia non-sectarian, non-polit1oal 8Dd aon-prot1t 
making. . 

There is no better W&)' tor tbe united States to pve praot1oal 
aid, Father Salcedo pointed out, than b7 helping people tbroUsh edUca
tion to solve their own prOblems. The tree world, he said, should 
"invest time and money not merely tor the material advancement but tor 
the spiritual and cultural progress or peoples in underdeveloped , ' , ,;2 
landS • II ' 
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Promo~CJsf!£.a~~1~~, · ...... .. 
News that Peace Corpsmen iti rural Colombia are skyscraper building in Bogota and a hand in many dif-

to be billeted with Roman Catholic priests appears-to; ferent activities. "Radio Sutatenza" poses as an anti
supply the final clincher as to the fundamentally sec-· illiteracy program for Colombia and solicits funds in 
tarian nature of the oper*ion in that country. The'· the States through the American Foundation for Cui
corpsmen' will obviously be under the sponsorship and . tural Popular Actiori:.In truth, however, "Radio Suta-
tutelage of the village priest. It is in the rural areas of tenza" is the hierarchy's answer to the famous Protes-
Colombia where priest-incited mobs have frequently tant station, "The Voice-of the Andes" which has had 
destroyed Protestant churches and driven Protestant .a wide audience in Coiombia. 1he ?rote~tant station 
missionaries from the community. The Evangelical. receives no government subsidies of any kind. 
Confederation of Colombia lists 116 known dead as a Fr. Salcedo's "anti-illiteracy" campaign is regarded 
result of tbe anti-Protestant persecution there. Pl-ot- as a fake by informed Colombians. He is so lacking in V 
estant observers in Colombia assert that this act of the trust of Colombian leaders that when American 
official deference to the village priest will undoubtedly officials in ICA (International Cooperation Adminis-
be regarded as placing the stamp of United States ap- tration) sought to funnel funds from surplus commodi-
proval upon his anti-Protestant behavior. They feel ties sales ~o him; Colombian officials themselves 
that their lot will become increasingly difficult as a stopped the deal. Among Colombian Protestants Fr. 
result. t~;t.,, .. ,. 'Jv-.._,~:... ~~ /)~~. Salcedo is known as a bigot who does !lot hesitate to 

(kc.U.: C...-t t:; vLt -Jt..r '{~-.. u· {,qv.,.J.tr.:.. indulge in anti-Protestant activity which he is very 

One of the tasks .assigned to Peace Corpsmen is the 
building of schools whose teaching program will be · 
controlled by the Roman Catholic Church. Some of the 
schools are reported to be in areas where more than 
200 Protestant schools have been closed in recent years 
as a result of a concordat between the Vatican and the 
Colombian government. 

Actually, the clerical partnership promoted by the 
Peace Corps is only one phase of the effortto use U.S. 
funds and commodities to promote Roman Catholic 
aims south of the border. Eagerly grasping for foreign 
aid funds is a priest, Father Jose Joaquin Salcedo, who 
has pretty well sold his cause to the State Department. 

anxious for the U. S. foreign aid program to subsidize. 
· When former Ambassador Cabot was falsely accused 

of favoring Protestants because be objected to their 
being harassed a-nd beaten, Fr. Salcedo broadcast at
tacks on the American official: · 

· Aid For Salcedo 
This man and his Roman Catholic-broadcasting 

program are now a prize project .of the ICA. The 
agency's director for Latin • America, John W. 

. "Johnny" Johnston and its director in ~9gota, Charles 
P. "Chuck" Fossum, have gone all-:-~ut to get foreign 
aid funds foJ Salcedo's anti-Protestant program, .The 
priest is very anxious to get the inoney as he is deepty 
in debt. Aside from enhancing the already far too pow
erful Roman Catholic clericalisD;l· in ·colombia, it is 
hard to see what Directors Johnston and Fossum ex
pected to accomplish with U.S. subsidies to Fr. Sal~o. 

Another clerical boondoggle is to be observed in *e ~ 
flow ofU. S. surplus via Roman Catholic agencies. noro..: 
thy Kilgallen, herself a Roman Catholic, reports,_froiil 
an eyewitnessobserver that U.S. surplus tlour and wheat 
does not seem to be reaching the needy in Latin~~-
ica. The marking on thcf surplus bags was too much, 
for Dorothy. It tead: "DONATED BY J'HE·PEOPLE.' < .• 

OF THE·UNITED STATES UND'ERTHE KEN:.>·.-. 
NEDY CATHOLIC AID PROGRAM." She :reports 
that while the needy obviously are riot getting it;'no~ 

How To Beat The Protestants body seems to know where the stuff is actUally going: 
Fr. Salcedo is the founder of "Radio Sutatenza" One observer captioned the problems of Latin~· 

which has mushroomed into a large operation with a ican aid neatly: "Too many tarantulas in the bananas." 

[) o r NY· e. <).J J rn .u...._, ~ , 
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ism usually has nothing but pity and scorn for the 
unenlightened Bible-reading Christian. Herod and 
Pilate can still be counted on to agree on one issue. 
But we are led to ask the question: were the Gospel, 
which is the power of God unto salvation, faithfully 
preached, would there be this new diaspora of our day? 
As Christians we are not so much concerned which 
particular church the people choose to attend as we 
are that the churches of our land be found holding 
forth faithfully the Word of life. 

There is a curious likableness about the American 
religionist and his determination to coexist with anyone 
and everyone, whether he worships in a church, shrine, 
mosque, tent, store front, temple, synagogue, joss house, 
high place, or lodge meeting. But the modem ten
dency of putting faith on a subjective basis (e.g., 
'What is true and good for one need not be true and 
good for another"; "Your religion is real only if it is 
real to you"; "The important thing is that what I 
believe comforts me"; and so forth) has called in ques
tion the objectivity and reality of God himself. 

We have arrived not just in the post-Christian era 
where Christ is rejected while his ethics remain; we 
have reached the "post-modem" era where even the 
morality is gone. Who are the new "spiritual" leaders 
now beckoning America? They are marijuana-smoking 
beatniks, blob artists, composers of offbeat anthems, 

WORLD VISION IN COLOMBIA: 

v' .. CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

and pantheists from the East. What is the revised 
version of the Mosaic code we are now asked to adopt? 
Acceptance of cheating, lying, corruption, and laziness 
as normal behavior; contempt for law itself; indiffer
ence to immorality and even to sex deviation. And 
what are the sanctions for such behavior?-anything 

" under the name of "religion" that does not interfere 
with our selfish drives. 

Popularizers of social studies freely admit that a 
connection exists between the increasingly invertebrate 
state of American character and the flight from the 
historic Christian faith. The task of the Church is to 
show that "religion" itself is no solution; that the road 
to hell is paved with religious fetishes. 

In the days ahead, according to observers, Christian 
faith and other religions will be confronting each other 
in ·unprecedented ways. We_ welcome all such en
counters. Mter centuries of "holy" warfare, an era of 
religious understanding and brotherhood is long over
due. Together the theistic religions should be speaking 
unequivocally to the hedonistic naturalism and the 
militant atheism of our time. But we have no reason 
to stop evangelizing. The Great Commission has never 
been revoked, nor has the Father's purpose altered. 
It is still true that nothing less than spiritual awaken
ing and a fresh obedience to God in Christ will save 
America and the nations. END 

Protestant Mission in a Catholic Strong~old 
Gathering 350 pastors and workers 

from Colombia, Venezuela and Ecuador, 
an epochal World Vision conference 
May 9-13 prodded evangelical forces to 
a deeper sense of their spiritual task in 
a time of unrest in Latin America. In 
the newly completed auditorium of the 
Interamerican Mission Seminary campus 
in Medellin (second in size to Colombia's 
capital city in Bogota), delegates heard 
Dr. Bob Pierce, Dr. Paul Rees, Dr. 
K yung Chik Han of Korea; and Editor 
Carl F. H. Henry of CHRISTIA.''UTY 
TODAY press the burning relevance of the 
Gospel to the plight of modern man 
and contemporary culture. 

Colombia has been a center of Roman
ist repression, and not infrequently of per
secution, of Protestant missionary effort. 

Chafing under press reports of Roman
ist intolerance, spokesmen for the U. S. 
Catholic church, steadily expanding a 
drive for political power, have com
mented ambivalently. Some have waved 
aside the accounts as "mere propaganda"; 

others have deplored the tendency of 
Protestants to identify Romanism with 
"Spanish Christianity" (without them
selves repudiating it); others have spoken 
of religious liberty as a proper expectation 
by non-Romanists. 

Evangelical workers in Latin America 
have steadily sharpened their evangelistic 
focus, aware that Roman strategy changes 
frequently. Colombia today has the fast
est growing evangelical population in the 
world. In Medellin the 3 50 delegates in
cluded 30 from \Vestem Venezuela and 
30 from Ecuador; the others were from 
Colombia (50 missionaries, 240 na
tionals). This was more than four times 
the number of full-time Protestant 
workers ever gathered in assembly in 
Colombia. Roman Catholic persecution 
has purified the Church and stimulated 
growth. Baptized church members in
creased 51 per cent during the live worst 
years of persecution, and the Protestant 
community now numbers about one per 
cent of the population. A survey of 

evangelical work in Colombia by the 
Evangelical Confederation and the Na
tional Pastors' Conference now shows 
192 organized Protestatit Spanish-speak
ing churches, 40 I congregations with 
regular services, 119 Protestant-sponsored 
schools, 22 hospitals, dispensaries or 
clinics, and 13 seJninaries or Bible insti
tutes. But there is still only one worker 
for every 24,000 inhabitants. 

\Vorld Vision arrangements were im
plemented by the Rev. Robert W. 
Lazear, Jr., of Bogota, executive secretary 
of the Evangelical Confederation, and 
the Rev. Bert Biddulph, rector of the 
Interamerican Seminary in Medellin. Fol
lowing the conference, the seminary dedi
cated its new building-a gift of World 
Vision-and carried on another week 
with study courses. The background, 
education and intellectual level of Colom
bian pastors are extremely varied, from 
rural worker to city pastor. Cultural 
background too is varied, with diverse 
mixtures of Spanish, Indian and Negro 
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blood. Almost all denominations acti~r'' s~~~ pastors have been_ imprisoned, bian Congress) which gives Catholics 
in Colombia were represented, Southe 26. s~~t at, for preaching the Gospel. \ exclusive rights to evangelize vast areas. 
·Baptists largely remaining aloof. Twenty-three members of therr oongre- Quasi-legal means of repression are·used. 

Larger in size than Texas and Califor gations have been martyred. Many re- \In the past four months a dozen visas 
nia combined, Colombia has 13,500,00 ported that churches they had served . have been refused Protestant missionaries 
inhabitants, mostly Spanish-speakini. were set afire or dynamited. The Chris- and teachers by a Jesuit-trained immi
The nation has maintained a high cul- tian and Missionary Alliance Bible Insti- wation officer. Most of these are staff 
turallevel, mostly Spanish in orientatio~ tute in Annenia, Caldas, will soon (replacements. At the peak of Protestant 
its colonial foundations having been lai1 graduate as pastor-evangelist a lad who jeffort there were 300 missionaries in 
by. Dominican, Franciscan a~d Jesuit is ~e only survivor of an evangelical j Colombia; the :t_tumher is n~w dow~ to 

p~ests. Secon~ ~hoo~ are stil~ lar?ely1·~ family .. of seven whose lives we·re. . brutally i 200. Mean~hile? Colombtan pnests 
pnvate, the maJonty being mamtamed stamped out. . ~ ·-- ·-· .,--j freely get VISas m great numbers for 
by Roman Catholic religious orders. The . esttateg'icSfilliitioo-has improved many activities in the United States. 
Constitution of 1886 confers civil rights somewhat with the election of President Colombia is more Roman Catholic 
and social guarantees upon all residents Alberto Lleras, a compromise candidate than the other 20 Latin American coun
of Colombia, including the right of peace- serving until 1962. Lleras' personal sym- tries. There is one priest for every 3,750 
ful assembly, freedom of consCience, and pathies are With the liberal party (which of the Catholic population. The Jesuits 
the liberty of all "cults'' (provided they is mildly anticlerical, favors a disestab- were the apparent intellectual authors of 
do not contravene Christian morality or lished church, decentralized government, the persecution of Protestants in what 
the la'Ws).' Religious teaching in all edu- popular education). The conservative seented a thoroughly prepared and fo
cational institutions was made compul- party has the support of the Roman mented assault. Their articles in the 
sory by . a concordat signed with the church, and favors centralized govern- press charged that Protestants are bring
Vatican in 1887. · ment, an established church, and the ing in communism, or unwittingly serv-

No direct pressures were put upon the great landed interests. But as the head ing · it (by destroying religious and 
conference. Medellin province is the of a coalition government, Lleras' per- national unity); that Protestants favor a 
center of Colombian Catholicism,.supply- sonal power is limited, and his cham- loose morality, are advance agents of 
ing two-thirds of the nation's priests. A pioning of civil rights does not come to U. S. imperialism, and are allied with 
news report in El Tiempo said that Prot- full expression. revolutionaries; that Protestantism is an 
estants were meeting to discuss the Holy After 50 years of conservative power, exotic movement which uses foreign 
Father's invitation to tltem to return to the liberals won in 1930 and during the funds to buy converts. They even pro
the church of Rome. The final night next 15 years Protestantism moved ahead. posed annual observance of an anti
a priest dedicated an image of the Virgin In 1946 the conservatives won. From Protestant day. Their main premise was 
directly in front of the second Inter- 1948-58 Colombia was in a state of siege. that Protestantism is a heresy that must 
american Church and fanatics then Persecution of Protestants coincides with he stamped out. 
stoned the church. this period of conservative political con- More recently both Catholic and secu-

In Nutibara Hotel, the World Vision trol. In 1950 harassed Protestants formed lar writers have questioned the spiritual 
team heard a documented report on the Evangelical Confederation, uniting (in contrast with political) strength of 
Roman Catholic persecution and intoler- 16 denominations and missions, which Romanism in Colombia. Qne leading 
ance in Colombia. In the past 12 years, then regularly issued press information Romanist estimates that 25 per cent of 
116 Protestants were killed, 66 Prot- when the government ignored many the population is "practicing Catholic." 
estant churches or chapels were destroyed memorials and it was evident that police En route to Colombia, the World 
by dynamite or fire, and 200 Protestant in many places were working with the Vision team held a five-day conference 
schools have· been closed. Since 1948 clergy to suppress Protestantism. These on Barbados, where 325 workers from 
there have been several thousand cases persecutions left orphans, suffering, and 29 denominations gathered · from 20 
of persecution. A summary of 2000 hardship, but they united the Protestants. nearby islands. The program was imple
statements signed by victims and eye- A tum for the better is seen in the mented by the ministers of Barbados, one 
witnesses shows that Roman Catholic recent advocacy by the Bishop's Council of the tiniest but most populated of the 
priests participated directly in 30 per cent of a "soft policy" toward Colombian islands of the British West Indies. In an 
of these cases. Believers have been Protestants. Some spokesmen are cham- area of isolated islands, with scattered 
beaten, made to move by threats against pioning an "ecumenical" attitude, urging missions and many independent and non
their lives, deprived of civil rights (civil prayer that the "separated brethren" will cooperating churches (130 denomina
marriage opportunities particularly), return to the fold. Some ~5 Indian terri- tions are listed), the sessions served as 
ejected from· hospitals when in need of tory churches, shut down by Catholic a reminder of the unity of evangelical 
care, denied burial pennits for deceased demand, have been reopened. The "stick purpose as well as an encouragement to 
loved ones, tlteir homes arbitrarily and stone" era seems to have come to a workers in lonely outposts. Many workers 
searched, their children discriminated halt. seemed largely uninformed and uncon
against in schools, their church services Yet the basic causes of persecution re- cerned about the destiny of the Christian 
interrupted by priests and police, and main, so that the peace is an uncertain movement elsewhere in the world, but 
their cause publicly condemned Ly civil one. These basic causes are the Con- they seized their opportunity before the 
officials as well as priests using loud cordat of 1887 (Colombia is the only conference closed to present an offering 
sp;a..}{~·-stationed-at-Githolic chm:ches,_c country in continental South America to Dr. Han for the Christian churches 
/~A poll of the evangelical workers at \ bound by such a concordat), and the in Korea. Delegates represented Meth

,/ the conference yielded its own sordid 1 mission treaty of 1953 (a personal agree- odist, Pentecostal and holiness groups in 
; story of Romanist intolerance and perse-J ment between an acting president and the strength, these being most active in this 
\ cution aimed at their pastoral 3Ctivities/ Vatican, never approved by the Colom- missionary theater. c.P.H.H. 
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200,000 ·Killed in Colombia 
In 14 Years of 'La V~ql~pcia' 

Robbery Has Replaced Early 
Political Goal of Terrorists 

(Sidney Lens is -a writer, lecturer, traveler and Chicago 
labor leader,) 

. BY SIDNEY LENS 
Written for Daily News Foreign Service 

U 
BOGOTA, Colombia-Latin America is a cauldron of civil 

· war and bloody revolution. But probablr nothing compares in 
intensity, duration and sheer murderousness with the "violencia" 
in Colombia theese last 14 years. 

The number of those killed Orlando Fals Borda of the Na
is set by three leading soci- ·tiona! University, the motives 
ologists at 200,000 - in a pop- of these men are a confused 
ulation of orily 15,000,000. mixture of :vengeance, bandi
Though the terror has abated try and politics. 
in recent years, it still exacts In recent years robbery has 
an annual toll of 3,000. become more pronounced than 

A few weeks ago one ter- the other motives, but Dr. Pals 
rorist band led by a man believes that, given ideological 
named Desquite murdered 42 leadership, the guerrillas can 
helpless persons in the State of again ·be turned to revolution
Caldas. This merited interna- ary doctrines, perhaps "Fidel
tiona! headlines, but lesser ismo." 
mass murders are seldom re- Sometimes the guerrillas ex
ported. They are accepted as tort protection money from 
part of the Colombian way of large landowners. Sometimes 
life. No one, either in or out they steal a-few cows. Some
of government, believes they times they murder out of re
will end in the near future. venge. The army has been un

able to extirpate these groups, 
first because of the terrain, 
second because they have 
gained so much experience in 
irregular fighting, and third be
cause they still command a 

THERE ARE AT least 50 
groups of guerrillas roaming 
the mountainsides of the States 
of Tolima, Caldas, Valle and 
Santander. According to Dr. 

considerable amount of peas-
ant support. j 

two major Conservative lead
ers Mariana Ospina Perez and 
Laureano .Gomez agreed to a 
50-50. sharing of power as a 
means of stemming the vio
lence. 

-LA VIOLENCIA" began 
in 1947 during the presidency 
ofMariano Ospina Perez, a con- • 
servative. Ospina was a min-/ 
ority president, elected only be
cause the major Liberal Party 
was split. 

When Lleras became presi
dent under this national front 
formula he offered amnesty 
and financial aid to those guer-

Some of 'his extremist fol
lo~rs decided to consolidate 
his power by conducting ter
rorist raids against Liberals in 
the hinterlands. 

This campaign might have 
fizzled out had not the leader 
of the radical wing of the Lib
era& Jorge Eliecer Gaitan, 
beert assassinated in the center 
of Bogota in 1948. What fol- 1 

lo~d was a shapeless and 
bliud violence that combined 
frl15tration and hate but was 
unable to find political consist
ency. 

rilla groups who would lay 
down their arms. Some did and 
la violencia decreased. It did 
not come to an end however. 

What has happened is that 
many of the sons of the orig
inal guerrillas are now full
grown men. They've been hid
ing in the mountains to escape 
either Liberal or Conservative 
vengeance on their fathers -
since they were 5or 7. They've 

·been given no educat' 
have known no stabilit 

IF CONDffiONS i 
old homesteads were 
tious they might be will. 
return to their fathers' f; 
But a typical coffee grow 
Colombia, with 10 acres 
land, does well if he e< 
$200 to $300 a year. 

FIRST BLOW was struck 
by the Liberals, who demo!- , 
ished. burned and looted a good · 
part of the downtown area of 
Bogota. The Communists, who 
had supported Gait~n's rival in , 
the previous election, joined in 1 

the fray both in Bogota and in 
the countryside. 

Tile violence became a see
saw battle between the two 
major parties, Liberals and 
Conservatives, with the initia
tive fidling to the latter and 
the mpy, which it controlled. 

Despite government bla. 
dishments. therefore, the ne"' 
generation of · guerrillas pre
fers to fight on in the moun
tains. Many are nothing more 
than bandits. Most have long 
since forgotten why the fight
ing began. 

AFTER DICTATOR Gus
tavo Rojas Pinilla was over
thrown in 1957, Liberal leader 
Albedo Lleras Camargo tried 
to stan the violence by form
ing .a united front with the 
Conservatives. Lleras and the 

But, the killing continues - b 
50, 60, 80 a week - and one c. 
day soon, if economic condi- b· 
tions in Colombia continue to n 
deteriorate, it may again take p, 
on political hues. 
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Apartado A'reo 111-33 
BorrotJi 2, Colomb!.a 
February 3., 19/;4 

From time ~o time we have reported on the progrena of the 
inter>lon.tessional "dialogue" b Colombia. .An informal and 
unof'ticial meeting o.t ProtoriMt leaders, held in BogotA, 
Janua:ry ll, 1964, came up with the following unofficial reoom
mend.a.t.it .. ns in respect to the "ioma.n t.haw", suggested by Dr. 
J amos -~;. Coff' : 

"(1) 'rhevlogiilal 1 dialogues•, including joint stU<iy of' the 
;)oript.ures, in orier to ~:usek ;.he will of God ror o:1r life 
in oo taon, the structure .:;£ th~ Church, an·i to understand 
mortt elearly the matt.eri'l i.h"i t nopa.rat.e us. 

"(2) Ooopi$ration in matters of ~utua.l concern in the reiilm 
of 3ooial action on ~;he aivio level; in working for worl'l 
pe;,ce, r~,r aooial justice, the resottle:-sent o:r r(c.f"ugees, 
against juvenile 1.eli.oquo.nay, raising tile atoo:.'lu.r:is o'f li'fe 
Q.n:·l 0()!"J(1uot, arld. ir.o::-£asil1fr our consciousness of' rGspor:sibility 
to our neighbo-r, .:~s Jesus ta.w;ht us. 

tt( 3) OpotA ~uacuasions on ~~r~~blema arising f'roro d.J.:f'tert-r.oes in tlle 
oouoept of marriage, fl:l.ntily planning an~i. religious liberty." 

The enclosed is a translation of the coverage given by El t'iem,Po 
(Colombia1 s lea:iing d;:Ulr) of a rttoont meeting of Prot(JGtan1fs ar:.<i 
Romar. Catholics. This ent.huniaatie ooveragt; by El Tiempo' s 
repor\r:l" 'fltW11s in sharp aon ~rr,st 7.i th oooasional reports t'rom 
tit& hinterland., auoh as the r<:cent harra.ssment a.mt etoning of" 
Prot~i~hr1t::; in the muni.oipali ty of SotaquirA, by 'Urcot instig&
tion ,,f the local priest.. 



• B:1GO'l'A. In the Catholic- School .J"f !I'Atima · mor{'l thatl' 1·,ooo pers:)ns 'came to~ether 
laet SaturcJ,<a¥· ~o at.tead, .a joint religi.ou.s •ll-rvice ;vesiied ~v•r ·"bz : 
the parish J>rie·st, i~anuel ?stfvez, ttr;d the Evn.n,s:al ical pastor, 

·Guillermo Aoot~ta.; ' 

Fo~r hundr.~~ ,_Ye~ · : .. : /,!'··, i __ ~e~,0u~.,war3 a ··e bnc~.r~ing to calm :io~. In Rome the 

T:cume?ioal Councll marke:l the r~~~t.~•fficial _t~tc;;.~-~f ~.~~e Catholic Cht;roh"~o~ar(l ... 
terminatin~-· four ~et~ t uri en ;)f ::lispu tes nrd misunlerstl:llldingn with other Chri Gtian 

•,i 0 • ~ .' . .., ~~ "':: 

cot:!'cssi,);r-;s. 'l'he r~·tJ(;,. ·.;il ine;: :jpirit d' Jo•·.r. XXIII spread. 1 ike a dt,"?P or oil OV9r 

every heart ant fil ~~r(;; i11to overy ~~'use, every chapel, overy coun,try, ~'very Christi< 
- • ... <- - --- ' .. :· "1 .:.· ·,' . f ~ - . . : . . -..! 

}\.Ju:r: _hun-ired YfH~!'·iJ or ::otdfe betweon brcd,lHH' ,, four J.mnired y~ars "ull of burninc:s, 
,. 

martyrdoms, confronting r.N"ies, e:z:co:t:::llr'ic.af.i. ns, !HFl:·cS 1ei)ort .. ti.ons ar:1 irreconci 1 abl < 
~.. -~- - - ' • -, ~ I> . i ·~ '- . ' 

hatre<l sep&r'-~tinr: chi1 'r·Gr. from })arents ~t ~itting 1lr0tilers against t1·oth~r~-;, are 
,! ,. ' '~ ~· 

coming tv U1 en;t. 

'!'he h;)ur of reocr.c:i.lia.tivn h.-:"'~ ~tr-uck in .;doiJbiu al'so. f.\)r tho first tir;;e 

. ) ' ~" ' 

b:)th a ::a t~Dlic rri•' st dd ·.,. pr•;t sta.r;t FlGtor off'i.;iated. January 25, 1:: ·d,ic~l 

'.l'i~e :;arL;;h priec.;;t )f 
I • ::; :·~ - : . I.,., 

Gtdllerrn0 .~\costa, pl' ~i l.td ·:.var this highly -'igr.ifio~n i religi<:;:.w !E,rvice with a 

crc;wd of over 1,000 Cnri$tL,na present. 
4 

fs.r to the south of ~>ur c .. pit•.J., is 

But on :>a turl r:.y thit•t!'-' took 
r Hf"'""O ._.o. tnrr:- * ,.... .,-.. t "" ,_. ..... 1 ._ .. 1, ~. " .... 1, ~> :; , '.11. '" o ,· r. st~vez's r;rc ,t visicm, 

, ~ :~: ·r . 
' 'anuel .::; _en ll¢art 

teeply Christtit-tn spirit. 

. . 
n~:r:;r?. ;)r.s.en Proteate.nt8 in thi.:-; seotor \;'ho 

r blioly _propagate tzH)ir error_s <1Ll try t; v\.m·re_rt peo;ole; f;hall we drive ti~em o,..~t, 

~·uthor ~.';:m".Ja1 at~vez, ne~l!los.ir«~ his 2a1.ience ·witt 7..he!1C fnl:atL~Hl 
., .· '. 

i"a thor?'' 

ru~! Gt.rai;ht-1acei pari;;hiur;era, retor-.:..·i: ''vf'iv'; thGtn out? l'hat's out o-r the 

'-lueaticn! I want. to tdl 
' f 

,. ,· 
.t:. 

Anct from that rby '.ht<r, hn.n come about a r::r;)wine UJ1'lerntanding between priest 

unJ ;'astor, an un·4er t<nd.irg thut broup.'ht .;;rJO~lt t:w abovo...;mcntiuned Rervico. 

::r. :evtor ; a ·J, .. 



J r.~l.y •• ~- •• 'a 3. 

"" i 

affable poraon Wr•o :ape:~k~~ ;,~i th :·iOU.n l"f'Vere.r,oe tUd. l>ro t.herline::.HiJ in the tone Gf 

place • 

.. Our lifo at· tirr.or; LL.n been -lifffoul t 1H3Chuse wo h<:wa enoountere1 misunier-
·. r ~ .. . ; L,. 

stunliq:-s an:l v;..oleLce. J ;:st a fnw d.aya ar,o ir! :::arinilla ••• or in P'usa, a !'ow 
:' .. ~ : ~··i.-· : ·:" :,_- .. ~ , .. -~-!~ 'j ·-~~ ':.+,' 

weeka a~o, or ·in L}H:> ;)r.r.t:,ri'ier suburb ••• thero hnve been problems nn·l bitternesa. 
' .-:"':,.;, ·: ~ ~-~: :, !' ~. :-·~· .,. : ;_. 7 . ., t~·· ' . ';' 1 • • • 

'.fhere_fo;·o, we aT'e har;•Y nov; vd. th the initiative taken by rather !ia.r.uel ::~st,VI?Z for . 

t.his he., .. utir'ul rooo::c11 i~Hi;.;~ ard for ·~ht-' Gathc.ii~ hlerar~b¥·,··~- '~p:p~ova.l; ~r. i_t." 
., -~" • ~ . -:'-"t'~ J . ;;- .;.~"--.t,.· r ~:-~ . ¥ • ·)~.- - • 

'J.lhe ·eo-pas r.or SJH1aka quietly of the d.iffic-ul ties which he ani his "brethren,. 
~- , . . : ;,, ~~··. ·i"..Jt'T·> ' .:'~7 ;' :~ . ~. ' --~· .. ',... 

lH<~Ve suffered.. There is::~ 1 t a. trao.e .. .of an.iJru:i.ai"tJ in. . .h.ia .. woria. He un(lerst&.r~1s that 
•.' •. . . • .-. • , •• ~. • '; • ; ~· ' -- 7 

ignorance, rather t.r~ m :~~'11 ice, 'is to l:llame, n.nd is interast.erl. -~nly in the f'ra.tPrna.l 
- . ..,. -;' :.·; <. 

relations botween Christiar<a which fnthor ::.ar,uel !':stevez is p~omoting in Golombin. 
1 'J,>¥at;iel'~,oals believ~ in the <li;{nit; 'of ~·hril1_t, ;in.-t~e !J,0sp~'1, in ~he '31 •le, 

; r :'·c ~: i" •, ( .~ "':: 0 
>< o.• > ' 0 ~- •.• • ~ J': -, · · . ~ 

in the Trinity, in 1J&;:;H2m, in one, ildissol ubl~ .~a.r,ringe, ad. in -~~o_!nmunion w~tn ~he 
. ~. ~ :_- . . .• . . ~ -- - . . 1 • .. ' . . ·-

une of beth olerr.-€nts. ·:;t1 are separ-at(d. frorr: the Catholics t>nly by the ocnf·e -;~lion, . ~ . ' . . : 

th~ existenc·: of_ .;mr:;:.<t';)ry - in .wb.~ch ·.,:c ic.> n;;:-t ';)(o:l ievo - and. in t},e au.th:.Jri ty ci' 

thi":'l T'ope. Do yuu rc Ji;''' thd. ther·e ie muah t;;ore that unites Uf.l t ... an tb.e-.. t ::tapar&tes 
~<! X t ~ '.: :: >1.' T ~ " . y: 

us? Our ini:qui tie~>. 
~ ~' .,. ' :: ' . :~. '-, ,• 

t ·, 1 is ten tt) tlll"o tE?xt fron" Isaiah read by a 

' a.l1r.;;;,~sinc <!. : u'.:. .L --~'.; .t "'' tholics while <: •:::n.th~lic ;;riest ad.dn his stentorian "AlH'll'I" 
.. '._... .... 

l.J "'-:.~.~uv.'lvl:,;>.> hi.;; :1 I't"HEent ·.dth th( 1;i1,11o~t1 ..-o:rrJ.a. 
; /', 

,;h;1t astonishil1 . L•int-; L~ h 'Pl>enine in thin Lsrgc auditorium of a GH.tl~· 1 iu 

schovl ii; which_ a thouaru:d i eord e, ten .:;atCFJlic nuns, two Protczta.nt ch.:;.irs. fiVG 

:.riests, two pastor' ;;;.n l t;•-o P;otc stan't munioal 'erisambi es playill~ .popu1ar1 "";,,cr·,~,:\. 
l 

. . ~ ··~ ;' 

While father :uu1Uol .stevcz prays, th<, Prot,.st:lflts list<m with c::t:rl,centr~~tion, . . . '': 

with D. ?tr<.nr:.o concer.t:r;.•ti·n ~hat causes t!t'·m tG clo~e. tlicir oyeB arvt h;;a.r only 

ti:c worln f .'.i.<:' ;;ath<.)lia rriest. !..nd af'ter\-:':;;r:g,~ th~~ V~eoliCHtl pastor, (;uillsrn:o 

Acosta (who plays th'f~ a.;..;ord.ion in the 1~n::'!amhle used only to seJ."V'e th.e Lor·l), prays. 

''(hen, while he ,spoaks, hir; voice ~ihrant, ,;:~~~ t~mnion ani roistic~~~ ~he Catholic 
• < ~ ' -., > <' : ~- • :r; :- _·•. ', • • • T '-' :_ 

prie3t prays al no, ad. :~ ' t!10lic nun whi3pers in tho ear of anoth~r: "How br:autifull 

he speaks! Rt>W< t~in ~:U!'!t plea~e our Lor·l! "; 
• • • :~ ,·,. <' ~ 

F'or oyer.· tViO uvw•a lti·se.Ch.f'i"tiw, t.ogt.ther with tbeil' ministers, .me-t to 

fore;et ttthe id.quiti~nl; thaf h<ive ol"oate-l :·tivisions' b&t\:-een 1i'a;~ at<l: asked. Cod' that 

love might agt<i.D reign a.uwr~g those who are ]?refuen. 

'kC.ay this exer::)la:ry ~ct ,;f f'ot.h,.,r ''cll'lUC1 :atfvez f"in·l a ruvorsble echo 

throughout the oountry! 
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Crucifixions, hangings, sadistic techniqJs of torture, dismemberment 

and killing. Estimated 200,000 murdered and 600,00 injured between 1946 

and 1966. Particularly intense civil strife in the years iw~ediately following 

the April 9, 1948 assaJination of Liberal populist Jorge Eli~:er Gaitln. 

Unparalleled ferocity in modern times. 1 "Colombia, over the decades of 
..c:-r: r-f;,-. ...::r ~ 

its history, sowed a fertile field of hidalgu!a, intolerance, economic and 
~ 

social rigidity, religious strife, bureaucratic preference and privilege, 

mercantilism, the mediterranean ethic and the 'new feudalism' of paternalistic 
wktdt.~O~·.ff 

industrialization, and it reaped la violencia. "2 ~ ~ ~ ~d 
~~~~· 

Numerous accounts, analyses, and attempted expianations of La Violencia 

have appeared but according to Catherine LeGrand3 only recently have the studies 

tried to relate the events to larger political structures, a most significant 

advance in this direction being Paul Oquist's Violence, Conflict and Politics 

in Colombia. Oquist employs an historical, structural analysis. Included in 

his thorough work is a summary and critique of the previous positions presented 

which emphasize one or more causes: political, socioeconomic, institutional, 

psychological, cultural and racial. Varying degrees of merit are assigned these 

explanations but Oquist sees one of the likely causes of the weaknesses in 

the literature to be the "common presupposition that underlies most of the 

interpretations: that the violence was a unitary phenomenon susceptible to 

4 
a single set of explanations for the entirety of the Republic of Colombia." 

La Violencia was however a diverse phenomenon, prompting Oquist to use ~ .c.______ ~ /~~' 

a structural regionalization approach as part of his study a ~ ~ ~· ;z;.j· , 
// / ~ ~)i"V,;-<fr/.-• • 

In different areas of Colombia, different types of contradictions, 
some intraclass and others interclass, developed into conflicts 
with a high potential for violence. The following are some of 
the most important of the myriad types of conflicts: partisan-
guerilla civil wars; traditional rivalries between villages with 
vendetta men tali ties over t:1e entire gambit of conflicts endemic 
to agrarian societies; conflicts over the control of local power 
structures; land tenure conflicts; the coerced abandonment or sale 
of agricultural parcels; conflicts over the appropriation of the 
coffee crop and other forms of banditry; and revenge violence stemming 
from all the foregoing.5 



2. 

After examining the historical precedents for severe violence in Colombia 

and discussing the origins of La Violencia including modernizing changes 

and the increasing influence of the state in Colombian society, Oquist 

tackles the question of why these diverse conflicts almost simultaneously 

erupted. His basic hypothesis& 

A partial collapse of the state occuredas a result of intense 
partisan conflicts. The political elite was divided to such an 
extent that state authority was deflatecl. This took place at the 
national, regional, and local levels. It is this partial collapse 
of the state that explains the nearly slaultaneous evolution of 
n\ulerous":conf~tcts-into violence. This dovetailing of various 
physically coercive struggles is what explains the intensity of 
La.Violencia. The duration is in partattri~table to the difficulty 
of reasserting state authority in some areas. 

Reasser1tion of the state occured as t~raditional partisan conflicts decreased 

in importance and the interclass conflicts became more important. The 

threatened elite initially supported the 1953 ailitary coup of Rojas Pinilla 

and then worked to overcome the partisan hatreds that had led to the partial 

collapse of the state. Exclusivistic and hegemonic Liberal versus Conservative 

politics were replaced by the 1958 hegemony of both Liberal and 

alternating state control. This Frente Nacional was successful 

traditional party vio&ence, not so other, including interclass 

Conservatives 
quickly 

in/reducing J·"'.t,,.-'· 

conflict rJ1 

(1954-1966). The state was reinstated violently in rebellious areas reducing 

but not completely eliminating violence which in some forms continues today. 7 

Of the many threads intertwined in La Violencia, this paper attempts to 

examine the religious one. In Colombia, a nation almost completely Roman 

Catholic, at least nominally, religion has Played a vital role. The role, 

particularly in political conflict, played will 
Jh~ fl).}. ~ ~ r;kr~.;A "'! 

be noted. Examples of Church involvement and division during La Violencia --- ~-
itself will be dealt witH. Finally, religious implications growing out of 
~ 

the violence experiance will be discussed. 



l),(v· 
~ _.)). Vi Violence is 
r 

J. 

not~ng new, recent, or unusual in Colombian history. 

.j Bailey refers to previous "outbursts of politico-religious hatred", citing 

as an example an especially bloody civil war in 1867 which raged for eleven 

months "with the Conservatives whipping up the religious fears of the 

peasantry to create an at1nosphere of holy war against the Liberal government • .,B 
rwt&dl~~-~~~~

ln discussi~the long series of savage civil wars, fought largely along 
. .; 

party lines /Levine and Wilde assert that the Colombian Church "has long been 

an impertant factor in this continuing partisan conflict, both as an actor 

in its own right and as the embodiment of symbols and ideas motivating 

impassioned defense or determined attack."9 " According to Henderson, who 

illustrated the lo~tanding alig~ent of the Conservatives with Catholic 

orthodoxy, when the Liberal government deported the Jesuits in 1849, "the 

die was cast: religion was to be the dynamic in Colombian pa}; hatred. ,.lO 

Stressing both the tenaciously powerful hold of the Church in Colombia 
w~: 

and the political dominance of the Conservatives, Dix admits it an overstatement 

"to say that the Conservative party was notfl!ing JnOre than the political 

vehicle of the Church. · Yet the Church did very closely identify the defense 

and aggrandizement of its interests and doctrines with the Conservative party."lJ.. 

Most priests have been identified with the Conservative label. Furthermore 

there has been traditional identification of the Liberal label with anti

clericalism and of the Conservative label with pro-clericalism. 12 VFluharty, 

however, emphasizing the fact that virtually all Colombians are Catholic, 
{.. 

downplays the differnces between the parties on the basis of alleged 

l)J 
disagreement over the ~lurch's place in society. Payne agrees that most 

Liberals were not ideologically anti-Catholic. Finging little ideological 

diff~ between the parties, he nevertheless asserts differences on strategic 

matters particularly the issue of the influence of the Church in government. 



4. 

Liberals were anti-clerical largely because the clergy was interfering with 

Liberal office holding opport.uni ties. 
14 'I;:::::;~,;;~ 

Whether ideologically motivated or not, political strategy included 

in~cating part.~~t was traditional and loyalty that took on 

quasi-religious overtones. vweihert, in discussing this quotes Alfonso L6pez 
~------

Michelsen's denial of the previous ex~stence of purely political parti:s• .• f.~, 
,;ai,.M~~~~~~~-

Rather, they were "religious sects, closed churches into wnich one was born 

and died without real convictions, in the same way as one inherits a religious 

cree4rhich • • • must be defended ardently unto death."l5 Moreover, in the 

long history of involving the peasantry in the political process both parties 

"atterrtpted to instill in this peasant mass a fanatic loyalty to the party, so 

its votes could be counted upon in elections and its bodies in time of civil 

strife. In this contest the Conservatives also made use of their ties to the 

Catholic Church to create in their rural f&llowers a confusion between party 

and religion, leading to a messianistic~millenarian element in their activities."16 

If the impression of a monolithic or perie~tly united Church, or of a lack 

of factions within the two main parties for that matter, has thus far been 

created, it needs dispelling. In studying the traditional Colombian Church, 

Wilde shows how it was a more disorganized and dependent institution than 

usually imagined. Decentralized,ait ba9.anoereal national organizational unity 

or bure¥racy. Genuine hierarchical authority was lacking; the Archbisho:g of .. 
()) pu /:::-H~ ? W JW ~ d{ ,vr,~,p· ~ 

Bogota's directives were often disregarded. The Church, as well as the parties, 

were often divided over what its relation to the state should be. 17 

Nevertheless, the partisan element of the Church usually gained the upper 

hand in its collaboration with pro-clerical Conservatives. The 1886 Constitution 

and 1887 Concordat with the Vatican a~tempted to formally institutionalize the 

Church into society. Obtaining this kind of gover•ment protection encouraged 

a vulnerable dependency, and when "after 1930 modJ'nization threatened traditional 



18 Colombian society and politics, it also threatened the Church." Modernization 

included secular labor unions supported by a Liberal administration which 

had regained power in l9JO after a long absence and reinstated its political 
1. 

exclusivistic hegemony somewhat vengefully in the next 16 years. New government 
~ 

structures such as the Coffe~Growers' Federation emerged in response to new 
/--~- -

economic needs. Education and welfare were being s~. These modernizing 

changes19 ,"threatened the very structure and self-conception of the traditional 

Church. Its whole institutional identity was based on its public character, 

on its identification with the structure and norms of Colombian society."20 

The Church's legal and political props were also being challenged in 

this era of transitional crises. An uncharacteristic unity was displayed by 

Church leaders in their stand against the "atheistic" reforms of the Constitution 

by the Liberals in 19)6. Traditional resources such as pastoral letters and 

sermons were used in an attempt to mobilize public opinion against the Liberals. 21 

When the Liberals proposed a new Concordat in 1942 acceptable to Rome, reaction 

was split, says Wilde, along oft repeated lines of the nineteenth century. 

Moderates, led by the Archbishop· of Bogot.f~d .the Papal Nuncio, willing to 

support reform and tolerate some secularizing for the sake of peace, aligned 

themselves against various bishops and Conservative party leaders, notably 

Laureano G6mez who would come to play a highly intolerant role in La Violencia. 

Despite the initial split, the threat was met successfully by achieving an 

Episcopal consensus to unanimously ask the Pope not to ratify the Concordat. 

When he complaed the government let the matter drop. 22 ~ut temporary respite 

severely more trau~ic1~n the legislative 

~~/t:*·· 
would soon be replaced by a crisis 

and symbolic. 

Whether willingly or not, the Colombian Church became embroiled in La 

Violencia. Examples abound of its politically partisan involvement. Commenting 
/ -.\ 

on the political ¥,;tiuatJion of the 1940's, Dailey states that "whether from 
. '----..---./ 



~-conviction tradition, or expediancy, Conservatives and Liberals still identified 

themselves as defenders or opponents of the Church's position in the Colombian 

State • .. 23 .. .l4 With the election of a minority Conservative president in 1946, ~ •y 

initial spark of Violencia, the most visible immediate response within the 
~ 

Church "was to identify the cause of religion wholly with the Conservative 

party, and condemn the Liberals as atheist and communist. This position 

which predominated in the early years of massive violence, was openly political 

24 in the narrow sense." For many Colombians the Libezal party represented 

"an attack on the traditional sacred order. Liberal identification with 

secular forces of urbanization and industrialization in the 1930's placed 

the party squarely on the side of modernization. Its latent ant~lericalism 

reinforced this identification, especially when attacks on churches took place 

in several sections of the country following Gait~n 's as~ in 1948."25 

These attacks, including the burning of the Archbishop's palace during the 

Bogotazo, dramatically underlined the previously mentioned threats to the 

Church. Many bishops explicitly forbade their flocks to vote for Liberal 

candidates in the 1949 Congressional elections. The return of Conservatives 

to power was seen by many in apocalyptic terms as opportunity to conquer all 

errors and enemies of the Church. 26 

Others "within the church in the late 1940's (initially a distinct minority) 

opposed taking sides in the political battle."27 According to Levine and 

Wilde they were led by ~ogota's Archbishop Ismael Perdomo, and included 

Luis Concha Cordoba, later to become archbishop under the Frente Nacional.zg 
~-----··· -- . .-·-------- -- ---···: -·· -~ 

Overlooking a lette~ prior t~ 1949 electi~issued by Perdomo opposing 
9 -----~· 

liberalism2' Levine and Wilde cite his pastoral call for unity and love and 

the forbidding of clerical support of one p~y over another, or even mention 

of party in sermons.JO He urged priests to act as mediators. ~ome priests 

courageously maintained their~ality but most bishops and clerics did not 



?. 

support the archbishop. Though the Episcopal Conference as a whole was 

gradually driven essentially to his view, very few initially saw .as he did 

the need for consensus between the parties as the only chance to contain 

La Yiolencia. The protective dependence offered by a Conservative government, 
~~ 

though unconstitutionally in power in 1949 was preferable to the majority 

~-------
within the Church to the anarchy and~mmunism that seemed the alternative.Jl-~ 

Champio~ for man~ of a threatened system and a threatenea Church was ~

Laureano GOmez. Coming into office with much talk about his "Christian 

concept of government'' he soon had the opportunity under the old patronat~ 

to be consulted on a replacement for Archbishop Perdomo who died in 1950. 

Crisanto Luque, Bishop of Tunja, one of the most anti-Liberal of the prelates, 

was the choice.32 l GOmez's Conservatives enjoyed the open support of the 

Church.JJ Liberalism was equated with Communism in politicalsdocuments and 

consistently used religious themes, not least in presidential speeches& 

When they erased the name of God from the preamble of the 
Constitition, when they adulterated the wise principles which 
reigned over the concordance of the spiritual and civil power, 
when the youth in the University and secondary schools was submitted 
to unmasked instruction in naturalism and atheism, there emerged 
a process of disfiguration of our national soul and destruction 
of our noble Christian and free country, giving us instead a 
structure which forced the people to pass over red paths of revolution.J4 

Heavy reliance on such symbols as the Church, family, and Hispanic heritage 

found a pow~rful resonance. The Conservative~;party stood for the traditional 

sacred order and ia.JViolencia became a kind of holy war defending this order 

against th&se who were undermin,ing:i~P5 

For the most part a rural phenomenon, La Violencia often witnessed 

partisan clerics rallying peasants in internecine conflict. Often Liberal 

peasants were identified with secular modernization, Conservatives with the 

traditional sacred order. Liberals were attacked as heretics and enemies of 

the Church. / Father Guzman, who stresses the need to distinguish between 
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fanaticism and faith, between "Catholicism" and true Christianity, mentions 

the murder of priests particularly in ~ommunist influenced districts and 

partisan.pa.:tticipation of churchmen especially in Conservative dominated 

areas.36 With reference to rural areas where state control collapsed and 

violent conflict ran its course, Oquist notes parish priest competition for 

control of municipal power structures and points to pistol-packing priests 

"who directly led their own cliques in battles against opposing groups after 

inspiring Sunday masses. Others did not participate directly in the violence 
wMA.o~~fo_Z.·? 

but rather employed agents to represent them in the more violent aspects of 

the political -struggles ... 37 Example~ are easily found of bishops who ·· 

"condoned and even encouraged the direct partisan involvement of parish 

priests during the worst years of the Violencia: mobilizing their flocks 

against the Liberals, swearing out 'safe conduct' passes for certified 

Conservatives, handing out Conservative ballots in parish offices, and the 

like ... 38 Dix states that "whether as partisan itself, or instrument of 

partisanship, the Church's involvement in politics tended to nullify its -
potential role as pacifier in the years when Colombia cried out for 

someone to save the nation from the mounting wave of political violence."39 

Of the Roman Catholic Church's involvement in La Violencia one of the 

most controversial examples, both in and outside of Colombia, especially 

during the period itself, was the alleged persecution of a small minority 

group: Protestants, both foreign and Colombian. Though few in number, 

Protestant missionaries, especially from 

at an increasing rate while the Liberals 

the United States, had been arriving
1 

-~1 
had been in power, 1930-46. By } #/". 

1953 and 51~ growth from 1948, there was an estimated Colombian Protestant 

40 constituency of 100,000. Explanations of the violence against this 

growing minority can be divided into three groups: political, religious 

and politico-religious. 



The political explanation grows largely out of the Catholic arguments 

posited by Father Eduardo Ospina's 1954 refutation of Protestant claims of 

persecution translated and circulated in Bnglish as The Protestant Denominations 

in Colombia. Persecution of Protestants is denied. Whatever violence 

suffered by individual Protestants was the result of proximity to or 

involvement in the political struggles of the times. Existing legal 

restrictions on Protestant activities are necessary due to the social 

disorders and religious losses caused by vigODOus Protestant proselytizing 

41 act.irlt1•s.... . Cathollc'.·arguaents .. question the veracity. of Protestant 

allegations and emphasize that the Protestants traditionally supported the 

Liberal party and thus incurred political rather than religious opposition. 

Furthermore, any anti-Protestant sentiment resulted from grewing nationalism . ,~ 
~~ 

' i h t d Pr . . h y i 42 ~~~~ /_..r, ":' wn c equa e otestant1sm w1 t ankee sm. ,. .r· , : 
Protestants counter with a mostly religious explanation. Justifying the 

need for an evangelical witness in a nominally religious country, charges of 

proselityzing are denied.43 So also those of anti-Catholicism though the 

majority of Protestants in Colombia were and are denominationally non-historica1,44 ~ 

groups which to this day often seem intolerant. Protestants argue that -CJr-l'i 

ultimate responsibility for their difficulties lies with the Colombian 

Catholic Church allegedly taking advantage of the Conservative return to 

power to mount a concerted government-church effort to limit and possibly 

eliminatengrowing Colombian Protestantism.45 Being a Protestant and a Liberal 

was doubly damning. Myriad examples of discrimination and violence including 

descriptions of the deaths of 125 "Protestant martyrs" are disc.ussed by 

James Goff. Though a Presbyterian missionary and involved party, his research 

is seen by Sister Dailey as convincingly and authoritatively establishing 

"above all the persecution's ex~stence", not through definition and argument, 

but "by means of the sheer bulk of the cases presented."46 Critical of,the 
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mutual stereotyping, overstatement, and lack of ecumenism on both sides, 

Dailey laments the years of anti-Protestant rhetoric, the support of restrictive 

laws, the refusal by the hierarchy (even if unoficially involved) to vigorously 

condemn persecution, and the '1rresponsible and reprehensible action on the 

part of some clergy", concluding that "the Church bears the responsibility, 

at least indirectly, for many of the zell!!giou5 abuses of the time."47 

Political and social analysts seem to opt for a poltico-religious 

explanation. They see the persecution, says Dailey, "in its early stages 

as mainly an offshoot of the nation's civil strife."48 Gomez's religious 

interpretation of inter-party divisions is considered important fuel to the~~~ 
C>V:-~ /''i 

fire. And "because most Protestants were a~-~~~~~~s • • • the line r;: J/ '. 
between religious persecution and political violence becomes difficult to ~r 
draw."49 Guzmin's conclusions echo German Arciniegas' assessment of the 

situation as "the diabolical confounding of religion with politics."50 In i:J-
N. 

the context of what ~ .lfAnY ways wp.s a nominal, 16tn ce11:tury_ Churcp large).y ,_ 0.. 
'[~~-lr~ ~~~ ~~~~.,)fl'/ 

unaffected by t~~-Re:~r.DlCl~~~n5 Fluharty asserts that "in essence, it was ~e;J~~/ 
Crusades, the Inquisition, and the Castilian Reconquest from the pagan ~bors,;t:ht . 

,(~J/I.v~ -'• 
all over again in miniature ... 5Z John D. Martz considers the persecution of _1~"'~ )i'4'i/r 
Protestants in two phases; 1) the violent persecution of the G&'mez era, 2) 

1
; 11 ~/ 

H~., 
the discriminatory 1ersecution of the Rojas era and after.5J 

----------------------
Protestants 

rallied in a concerted way to give publicity to their cause both in Colombia 

and especially in the United States with the intent of bringing the weight 

of world opinion to bear on the Colombian government?4 The deep hostility 

of the Church against foreign sponsored missions, states Wilde, should be 

understood in terms of the threat to the Church's traditional territorial 

and cultural identification with Colombia as a "Catholic Country".55 

Application of Oquist's structural regionalization analysis provides 

a helpful insight in terms of what Dailey sees as the core of the Church's 
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problem in regard to persecution of Protestants: the rural clergy. Pistol

packing or not, often poorly trained, nationalistic, and~ hateful of 

heretical sons of the Reformation, these rural leaders frequently felt their 

social position challenged by the presence of the foreign missio~ and 

evangelization program. and not surprisingly turned upon this perceived 

enemy in the heat of civil strife,56 In light of partial state c~e, the 

division within the Church, and the politico-religious confusion it seems 

unlikely, even if the hierarchy had made a concerted call for non-violence 

against Protestants that the toll would have been much different. 

Less direct examples of Church involvement in La Violencia can be noted. 

Liberal police who joined and encouraged rioting in the Bogotazo sparked a 

purging of Liberals from the force, Their replacements were called Chulavita 

police, a name derived by Liberals from the locality representative of arch-_ 

Conservative minifundio areas of Boyac~here absolute loyalty to party and 

Church are str~ held values, and from which massive police recruitment 

took place. Liberals,and Protestants feared the police who were zealous in 

a holy crusade against the infidel.57 Beyond the formal deployment of personnel 

in La Violencia, varied and numerous bandit gangs and death squads exhibited 

"the rnistica, or a kinq of spiritual and ritualistic morale. The trappings 

included tatooing of the cross for the Gonservadores • • • • 

Oquist discusses the possibility posed by Dix and Williamson of sexual 

frustration resulting from the Church's emphasis on monogamy as a factor 

in violence.59 No treatment is made of this idea in Virginia Gutierrez's 

study of the Colombian family although there is a correlation between areas 

of Catholic marriage (as opposed to common law) and the Andino, Antioqueno 

60 and Santandereano cultural groupings she discusses. Parts of these areas 

were afflicted with relatively high levels of violent conflict, but the many 

other potential explanations, and what Oquist considers to be an unsound 
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presupposition that monogamous people are more violent than others, likely 

leaves the Church's role in this dimension somewhat distant. 

Politically partisan, politico-religious, and societal involvements 

in La Violencia by the Church have been demonstrated. The Church not only 

acted in, but was also affected by-La Violencia. A gradual shift, at least 

in the hierarchy, to Archbishop'ierdomo•s position mentioned earlier, is 

discernible. 
I' 

Granted, the Church accepted beaefits from the GOmez regime 

"a harrying of Protestants and a new Treaty of YJ.ssions in 1953 • • • • But 

it showed increasingly a certain wariness about the old regalist."61 The 

growing distrust of GOmez's personalist and absolutist style was climaxed in 

the Church's recognition of his overthrow by Rojas whose gestures of aid for 
l))h.J~ ~ 3 

the peasants as well as anti-Protestant measuxes won some clerical support. 

other concrete advantages such as support for Church education encouraged 

intial endorsement of Rojas thereby allowing assertion of Church autonomy 
f,€;2 

from the Conservatives; 

The shift away from partisan politics can be traced to short-run 

str~tegies in 1949 and the early 1950's appealing for peace: symbolic gesture~ 

processions and peace crusades. But the violence continued unaffected. 63 

Moving closer to the Perdomo postion, the bishops issued a pastoral call in 

1953. the actions in tne preceding time of most serious crisis for the country 

were deemed not in keeping with Catholicism or Christianity. It was a call 

to more than lip service, an'.:appeal for return to the basic tenets of the 

faith.
64 

Taking a stand against the GOmez desire to use the Church as a tool 

of political faction, the Church disassociated itself from partisan politics 

and emphasized its ecclesiastical authority at the Episcopal Conference in 

1954. 65 Eventually an undercurrent of opposition within the Church swelled 

causing the Church to play a visible role in the 1957 toppling of Rojas. 

Appalled by the regime's corruption, violence and populism, and despite 
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yi 

Rojas' protestations of fealty and deference, the Church felt threaten~ by -
his style of rule without the accustomed institutions and traditions: 

In some sense Church elites expressed their solidarity with their 
social peers, with the traditional ruling elites. That identification 
now, finally, went beyond the old.jeleavages within the oligarchical 
elite. They endorsed the shared leadership of both parties and 
threw in the lot of their institution with them, in their attempt 
to reassert their collective hegemony and to mend up insofar as 
they could, the rent fabric of traditioni.l society.o6 

Levine and Wilde, summarizeng the resolution, with the replacement of Rojas, 

of the longterm division within the Church over partisan identification 

and participation: 

The breakdown of the old political system after 1948, the imposition 
of military rule in 1953, and above all the devastating dialectic :." 
of the Violencia itself had the effect of resolving this historical 
debate in favor of the more moderate, less interventionist position. 
A clear consensus developed intthe hierearchy that the church must 
stay out of party politics. The bishops also came to see the Violencia 
not as the product of one party alone, but rather as the outcome of 
~~heredit~y hatred" between groups in the nation -- hatreds which 
church involvement might often reinforce.67 

Blessings were bestowed on the bipartisan Frente Nacional through which 

there was political salvation. 

A major religious impl~n thus grew out of La Violencia in conjunction 
---~ -----~ 

with other social implications. These included, besides the horrifying death 

toll, social dislocation, economic loss and migration to cities68 where the 

high rate of contemporary crime is partly a residual effect of La Violencia. 69 

A freeingc,of:rilral folk from emotional dependenc~pon local leaders and from 

obligatory allegiance to traditional parties has been observed. Some argue 

that a positive "new rural consciousness" is evident among campesinos whose 

land invasions have sparked modest agrarian reforms. 70 But above all, declares 

Henderson, "the violencia shamed Colombians and made them appraise themselves 

in a new light."71 Guzma:n and colleagues' comprehensive 1962 treatment, 

La Violencia en Colombia, caused a furor that contributed to this national 

self-appraisal. ,'~:;; 
~yl!r 
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Of the various effects on the Church, "the Violence implied the most 

fundamental king of failure.~ 72 "Algo fall6", admits Guzman and then lists 

many soul searching questions regarding the Church's education system, 

training of priests and other possible failures. It is, he says, worth 

reflecting deeply on why the pastoral letters were unable to contain the 

"bloodletting of seditious Christians in fierce conflicts ... ?J The failure 

of the traditional Church to stop the violence considerably we~ened i~s ~) 
position in society.74 ~.p,;. _1M~ J tA1Jt~i]/ r· 

Futhermore, La Violenclla showed the Church that "Colombia was not, as 

it had complacently assumed for so long, 6n pueble culto l cristiano 

("a civilized and Christian people"). Taking a fresh look at its own 

society, the hierarchy now saw a mission territory. Having renounced the 

strategy of partisan political action, it now turned to strengthening its 

own structures. ,?5 Confront4.Ggi<athew reality of "mushrooming cities, 

intransigent labor unions, an anarchical country side, and a tottering 

political system ..... , 76 the Church adapted its structures to include new 

di~ hierarchy consolidation and expanded social outreach such as Jesuit

inspired trade anions. 77 

This more autonomous, socially responsible, and modernizing Church, however, 

was far from being truly unified. The collective national structure now 

institutionalized as the Episcopal Conference was not really challenging the 

primacy of the individual, regional di~7B and in Wilde's estimation the 

Church at the end of the 1950's had not yet found a secure new identity. 

It lacked "the iastitutional capacity and confidence for any bold innovation 

in its relation with Colombian society."~9 

Yet a new age with potential both for 
~ 

~·~~ 
hope and regeneration as well as ~ 

for new conflict was dawning. The call for renewal and global ecumenism 

growing out of Vatican II (1962-65) helped defuse the Catholic-Protestant . , 
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hostility in Colombia. Protestant churches, many of which had shifted to 

urban centers as a result of the more intense rural persecution, continued 

to grow, but now in a context of increasing mutual toleration if not 

t . 80 coopera 1.on. The 1968 General Conference of Latin American Bishops 

meeting with Pope Paul VI in Medellin frankly admitted the great nominalism 

necessitating reevangelization and reconversion to the faith, as well as 

committing the Church to "cooperate with other Christian confessions •••• "81 

The prayer of most Colombians, both Protestant and Catholic, was that 

violence would never again be kindled. 

Nevertheless, in the setting of a changing Catholic Church, the issues 

of politics of politics and violence were dramatically reopened in the 1960's 

by Father CamililoTorres and those of similar persuasion. Applying a broad pi-C::' 
concept of politics, Torres faulted the Church, th~~o_ll~-~- ~"::t'tisan / 't!fjill ': 
supporter, for still supporting the allegedly unjust regime and institutionalized 

82 violence of the system. Claiming that a new peasant hierarchy was challenging 

the traditional structures as a result of La Violencia, he argued that the 

seminal social revolution could not be consumrrated, nor genuine change likely 

occur in Colombia, without resorting to violent means. 83 
I' 

Guzman dedicates 

a chapter to the question of Christianity and violence. Emphasizing Christ's 

redemption as integral to the whole person, not only spiritual, but also 

material, economic, political and social, he points to Torres as "Synthesis 

and Paradigm" of Church renewal, and ends the chapter with extensive quoting 

of Camilo's last recorded statement which reads, ''jLiberacion ofmuerte!". 84 

Killed as a guerilla in 1966, Torres is for many, especially those subscribing 

~ 
to "liberation thelogy", a martyr. 

Building on the progressive encyclicals of Pope John XXIII, and the Vatican II 

emphasis on being the "Chu~~h of the Poor", the Medellin Conference is often 

seen as having condoned the use of violence for social change. 85 The Bishops 
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certainly challenge political leaders to eradicate injustice. Admitting 

that in the "face of institutionalized violence" it is not surprising to 

find the "temptation to violence" they nevertheless ·condemn violence as 

breeding violence, and as "neither Christian nor evangelical", thus echoing 

a statement in the Pope's address, "Not in hate, not in violence is the 

t th f . h it .. B6 s reng o our c ar y. :; 

A significant implication of La Violencia is· the factrthat·the majority 

(based on ·interviews by.=_Levine and Wilde in the mid 1970's) of Colombian 

Church bishops rejects the liberation theology stand: 

Many bishops have vivid memories of the Violencia, and fear that 
renewed clerical action in politics (indeed, almost ~ large~ 
scale activism) will lead to massive bloodshed again • • • • 
While many Catholic radicals now consider violence as a legitimate 
and potentially effective means of revolutionar~ocial transformation, 
those with some experience of Colombian society and po]tics are 
understandably skeptical on this score. Few other nations can offer 
so stark and example of such massive violence and bloodshed producing 
so little social transformation and revolutionalry change. Church 
leaders feel that. in most cases violence mainly harms the poor ~nd 
weak, permanent ~ troops for competing upper-class cliques. 7 

Fratricidal conflict pitting peasant against peasant is seen as stupidly 

futile. 

Between the positions of-previous ~isan politics and the broad 

interpretation of politics which espouses radical opposition and violence, 

the bishops of Colombia are involved in leading the Church in a pastoral 

thrust which deeply involves them in "the setting of agendas for decision 

in public life."88 Amid sporadic but contbuing violence and bloodshed, a 

contemporary example of prophetic prompting of responsible lay leadership 

is Cardinal LOpez Trujillo's begging of FARC guerillas to accept amnesty and 

reincorporate themselves into civilian life, and his imploring of the 

government to create the conditions of social justice "which are the sole 

guarantee of human development • .. B9 The pervasive Catholic charismatic 

movement is potentially a source of stability and reconciliation for the 
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Church's difficult mediation task and mission of healing. 90 But as Pope 

John }aul II's recent visit to Central America poignantly illustrated, the 

hardening of political positions, the increasing violence towards radical 

and even moderate clerics, the intensifying criticisms of the Church 
the 

from many sides and/widening splits within Latin American Catholicism itsea£ 

make the balancing act ve~y precarious. A major danger many of the Colombian 

bishops see before them is that "the general transcendental goals of the 

Church may be lost in pursuit of short-term political alliances and programs."91 

Having had a long history of partisan poltical involvement the traditional 

Catholic Church in Colombia, though at times divided, responded in large part 

hostily to such perceived threats as societal modernization, Liberal secularism 

and Protestant missions. Both actor and acted upon in the terrible trauma of 

La Violencia, the Church emerged less partisan, more autonomous, and deeply 

conscious of a need for renewal. Striving to adapt to new realities in a 

spirit of ecumenism and greater identification with the oppressed it continues 

to struggle, still divided, with how best to accomplish its mission to society. 

La Violencia classically illustrates what Mario Moreno, "Cantinflas", wryly 

considers to be the tragically common confusion of Christ's commandment of 

"amaos los unos a los otros" for "armaos los unos a los otros". The difference 

is only that of an "r" but it is the difference between "love one another" 
11 

and arm one;ianother"., 
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Ea JVCisi6n 5vanoelica Eufemna en Oolomhia 
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Jhe aotom6ia 6oange!ica! Euteran cJYliBBion of South cllmerica 
_......,._ __ .. 

DIRECCION TELEGRAF/CA u<H.MOSA" 

REPORT OF THE EDUCATION OOMMI.TTEE 

Due to conti!Uled limitations upon our nrk in Oolombia., the 
education program has been greatly hampered., especially in Boyac(. 

After the 1952 Oonference, on the reo~dation of the Education 
Oammi ttee with the .Bog ott sta.tior:P-head..,. Pe.stor ~anrud, also a 
member of the committee,-Let.1c1a Corzo wu secured to tea.oh at the 
Institute and to help at the Sogota station during 1952• 

On the recommendation of Oliverio and Frooeso Mc:ra. S:nd Jose Garo!a. 
at our 1952 Oonferi}tlCe., steps were taka to pla.oe a teacher in 
Las Salinas. Ana Wilches was contacted to tea.oh there but as she 
was una.ole to go, llilum Bello was oontatted · and she left for El 
0arr12.al the f'irst part of Maroh• As ale found. it impossible to teach 
in Las Salinas, she: set up a school at tbe home of Pedro Le6n 
Alvarado. Her telling of how the children plqed very quietly at 
recess time so as not to attraot enel!JY' attention., their moving.· 
their classroom £'rom tree-shade to treeShade when the opeosing forces 
seemed to be near_, and their rescue of school books frQD -~bare and 
there, calls for admiration of her aggresiveness and effort to carry 
on4 a school. Af'ter a.l:tout five we~:~ t;:Jr:·· when it was impossible 
to go on this way, she returned to Sogott. 

The Qlanruds offered a part ot their hoaae to be used as a school 
room. 1lte to insuf:f'icient '~souela. priaaria''preparo.tion$ two or 
three or the first year students were unable to keep up with their 
cla.seea. ln the light Of this and the desire oft the oanmittae to 
employ Hilma. en escuela primaria. waa set up at Q:.tanruds for three 
mornings a week and t. at the Insti tuto tor the rest of the school 
week. 1'hese schools were begun the latter part of July and continued 
to the end of the school year. 

ff ~ 
Since there is a very definite need for an esouela primaria in 
Begot&. .f'or our believers' children~ some conaideration and atud7 
has betm made with that end in view. S.eral parents of Bog ot( 
and Boyaoa have expressed a desirefor such a school. Because of this 
urgent need, let continued et'f'orts be made to set up such a aohool 
or schools 1n this city !'or children who otherwise might have no 
opportunity for education. This is important for these Colombian 
children as future citizens of their coontry and for the carrying 
on of our Bible Institute. 

Thanks are expressed to memberalo:f' the education committee and other 
missionariea,for their interest and cooperation for the advancement 
of education in our mission and therefor in Oolanbia. 
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The year 1953 was begun with J!lUch enthusiasm to begin a primary school 

or schools in Bogota, one perh'ips in Cha.pinero and another in Santander. 

Af'ter an intensive search for a house to aceo~~ such a school, especially 

in Chapinero, we found nothing available bec11use of 9( religious prejudice. 

Then Mr. Perez suggested the posibilities ot such a school in the garage of 

their home in Santander but that was found to be impossible. Through their 

kindness ·they g'ive us the use of an ups~ room where school was begun the 

first of March with an enrollment up to eleven children with qll grades from 

one to five, with Amira Jimenez as te~tcher. Then the Perez family moved to 

Restrepo after two months but the school~ contirmed till NOv. 20 in their 

new ho:roe. The attendance toward the b.st part of the yeqr was six children. 

This achool project h~ts not been altogether satisfactory; there have been Jllal1Y ' ~ 

handicaps for both teacher and the ~erezes but we are thankful to both for their 

good will and cooperation. 

A travelling school has been in session in the Parpa region from the first 

of March to the end of November with Isabel Fernandez de Mendeveslo a:=; teacher 

with up to twenty in attendance, although tMt has not by any means been the 

average. The project seems to h11ve worked out fairly well considering the 

nature of the school. A letter of appreciation signed by several parents 

was sent to us in emoly January. They express a desire for a teacher and 

it possible a school for next ye~. 

Mercedes Santos, Luidinat Horales, Mercedes Olivos, Ana 1>/ilches and 

Susana Correa taught with the Presbyerians this past yeroo in Girardot and 

AriOOro. 1-!ercedes Santos beean the .first part of February and since Ju]y 

served as sub- director, lllidht.a began in May and Hercedes began in August. 

Rev. Emery expressed great satisfaction for the work done by the girls and 

the Presbyterians expressed a desire to rehire 1-laz.cedes Santos, Luidina and 

Susana again this ye~. 

:r.'ercedes Santos and Luid.ina went to the plains md it is hoped they shall 



be able to establish schools there. An oral plea from p!trents including 

Catholics for a school came with OJ.ga Mora from Cqrrizal Dec. 1, 19.53 for 

a school this ye!U". 

Hilma Bello has been doing a noble uork of teaching Vacation Bible 

School in Socota regions with Jtuouja P:u-ada 1s help. Hilma with\ the 

help of others, is carrying on services. -''Ths:,,.,. 

There is urgent need for a school in Bogota to be begun in February. 

I think a two-teacher school even ,,:, with quite a small enrollment would be 

most satisfactory, with not too small a pension fee per child. 

May God bless the efforts f"or education in 19.54. 
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"I KNOW THE CONDUCTOR11 

'!'en-year-old Vicente (seven-year-old-sized) grinned ha~);Jily up at me. The 

inward focus of his dark ey-es :"..nd the scli:r' on his cheek did not mar the handsomeness 

of his earnest face. 

11 1 1 ve only got 70 centavos, but I '11 make out all right. I know the conductor. 

He \rill let me ride free. 11 

His too-big shoes "fere beth gaping A-t the toe. His W'Lc Q '!!§,dark hair 

neerled cutting. Scant'7' r:.s his clothes were, he aid net seem cold in the 6:CC' a.m. 

chill of :Bogota. The train had. just pulled out of the central station 13.nd 1vould 

soon stop at 66th Street to pick up the passengers and empty milk ca.ns waiting there. 

It ··:as hard for 'licente to wait. He •:ras going to our coard.ing school in Sogam:>so. 

Yesterc'!.ay he ha:i escorted. his older sister to :Bogota where she irculd attend cur Bible-

high school. :Both children were about to be enrolled in our mission school in Tunja. 

This brought intense pe:r-secution upon their -,fidcwed !ll) ther. She "fas hounded by the 

women of the "Legion of ~~~~ who pressured. cajoled and threatened her, offering to 

pa:v- for the educaticn of hBr children in thE' boarding schcols r<l!l tv the nuns. 

Picture after pictU!"e :r-aced .,cross t'1'" screen cf my !rind - young people v1ho se 

education had been disrupted bec:mse of this cunning Roman Catholic squeeze play fer 

co;n'Jlete control of edu~ation in this countrv. Th·~re was G. •.rho ~·tas refused admittance 

to the pedagogical depR.rt'llent of t.he NBtional un;ve~si,ty_aimply because he is Protestant; 

young !-~. who \-las recently expelled from high school ·bec:ause he refused for conscience 

sake t~ · repe~t ~the "Mari6lhtro'lia 'pra.v~rs led. by' tb~ pri:est who gives the religion 
. . ; ... - . ' - ~ 

.ClPSS ·in his· school;" C. t WhO~e. s'cholfuo'~hip '-laS withdrawn and who was expelled from 

the univ~rstty·o~·cau~e h~ brriught.-class~tes to'ottr s~r'V'i~e~irt. and·S. who' keep· 

. .:;c· {·1' \'}" ,., •. '--:. ~· '··- \'~""·'.'-~.- •• ·- -···.· ~ ··:. - r··· . . . '··- ...... 

their ·rA.ith; a pa1ri:ful secret in chopes. that they" might· finish thidr edueat ton·: then 

~ur. connt~.l sbho~l~ tt'~ealed" 'long months ago by arbitrary local authorities; over 

one hiiha~~~ Protest'ant.~eho~i~ clbs~>hhd.. mo:fe tlian ~lf or .. ~chobl.:.agM: chi!d.rar1 

in colbm~ia: n~t"jl~:~cliool.;"· 

:. :!he t:f.ainc c~~e· io; a.· Clatteri~(>§to:P~ ''M.v lit tlec'fl-i'ertd' ~ripp~d; iui hand ••• 
,~. 

t I T !.~>(_ 
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''Adios y muchas graciasl 11 

i·;H~p~~two peso~ into his Jacket .. })o~ket·-'for foo-d·:c:)r·for~M:a tfcket~: ··· 
'"' ' (_' ',, . 
ai r~ally don't need it. I know the conductor." 

I 
"Then''u~e- it''ror;noteoooks ttt s~hcio'l. tho~<:: cionit los~ ~ur'-'i~tter·or:·tle-

~o~:r!~~<l~Hon-tc Mr-: ~Iito:ra~"_~,., 

< ,. ~~;the cr~wd~J tii!¥d.lci~sl coacn -h~ w~v~'a hatlPii.Y;'' tiu::·t~k tr;itn' rourtded 

.;;hom his )!)cther_:I·,~d:re~ iil the Old<BCiok~ 1' 

••• Cod bless 7c.J ·y-otiiig· fuan. You ·are on· the-· right train! 

--A. C. ~-4orck 

' ' ' . '· .n.-

.. :::;• ...... i: 
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OUR HI:..:;.3IOH SCH()OLS IN 00Itl1BIA 

Five years elementary school in the city &r tour years in the country is 

more or less the equiv~lent of six ye~rs in our North Amaric:m schools. 

Attendmce is not obligntory and with the exception of a few pub11c schools 

(where the poor go1 if at all), education costs ~· ~h monthly fee per child. ~. 

According to "19$ Al.n1anaque l-tmdial de Seleccionss" 51.6 percent o£ the 

people are literate. 1n tha rur:U :n'Oas especiall,y1 the te<1ohers are poorly 

trained and otten they and their p.1pdls persecute the Protest!!nt children. 

So much emphasis and tiroo 1e placed on the requ:h'ed subject "l.eligion" th:at the 

other requisites of the course of studies are neglected. In such schools, mass 

is usually oblig•to~ · y 
The different.~ missions working in Colombia have it neeessavy to set uo 

/\ 

their own schools. O:Jr mission ende:avors to give our f'uture teachers some teaching 

methods besides the B"ble and secular subjects (the latter somewoot equivalent to 

junior .high) at our Dible School. Howe~r, due to the' 1nsufficien+..JI amount of 

pe&gogy that there 1~~ U ve and in most oases- to the l!1Ck or supervision 

~h'1t t~ should hwef\which bas been :tq:.ossible to gi~ they hsvo the tendency 

to go out ru1d te11ch as they and their grandparents were ta 1eht. 

This yc:1r i.ro were fortunate in getM.ng permits from the government to C::U"l"Y 

on schools in Boeotti, '1\mja, SogQooso, 1!:1 Cocuy, Cmwrizal R.lld SQeota. 1n Socota, 
~~~~cw-

:tn SPite of pel"ldt, there is no school ~ because local 'lUthorities placed 
1\. 

a seal on the door a..Tld permission bas not been procured to remove the seaU In 

Bogota, our school is conducted by two teachers in the church bMement which is 

divided off into two classrooms by A curt~in exteDded across the width of the 

basemnt. Seilorita Ana h::ts grades one and '8wo :mel Senorita Amira, three, .four 

and five. 

Dle to her own inferior education, the frequent inadequate classroom...._ 

facilities, the hit-A.nd-r:dss :tttandmce of the cbUdren, mtm..."T of whose n:trents 

h~vo a nonchalant attitude towqrd educ:1tion J'n' ss the teAcher~ j I) b 1 S 



a dificult one. However we do appreciate the efforts of JllOst of our teachers 

in their dosire to serve the lord by te.t1ching the children- future citizens of 

town-.orrOW'r in the way that they should go. We usualJy find :tn our InStitute that 

the students prepared by our own tenchcrs ~re better qUalitiad to continua tho 

studies there, than fllai\Y others. lie need to uphold them in prr()'Ur and p~lly 

look forward to the <iV When the Gospel CP-D have full sway' And even reform 

our school. system. 



Rev. A. c. Morek 
1329 Keeton Street 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 

I 
delay 
it 

Dear Rev. Morek: I received your letter of Dec.4/60 yesterday noon. 
notice that it was received in BogotA on Dec. 7, so please excuse the 
in answering it. Please write to : Apdo. Nal. Chapinero 153 ; whether 
is National Mail or Air Mail, it does not matter. 
I hope ~ha~,this letter reaches you in time for your paper. ih,ave enclosed 
the(letter you mention and agree with you that it would be a good documenta
ry ev-1denc6. 
As far as the Church's control on education I think you know it as much as 
I do. However I shall include what I know. 
In the " Reglamento de las Escuelas de Cundinamarca - Decreto No. 0266 de 
1.957- Abril 25 - en el Capitulo I- " De la Organizaci6n general" dicen 
los siguiantes articulos: 

"Articulo 6o. La marcha de las escuelas serA controlada por los Inspectores 
Escolares ppr medio de visitas de "orientaci6n11

, de 11 control" , y de "revi
si6n11. 
Articulo 7o. 11 Durante tales visitas el maestro presentarA el material de 
enseffanza, los libros de estu~d~ y de consulta, y las anotaciones personales 
de orden didactico que posea, para que el Inspector pueda informarse acerca 
de la preparac16n de las lecciones. . 
PARAGRAFO • Ademas el Inspector revisara los libros reglamentarios, cuader
nos de trabajo, examinara a los escolares e indagara minuciosamente sobre la 
marcha de la escuela, para que en el acta correspondiente, cenceptue sobre 
los aspectos pedag6gico y administrativo relacionados con el maestro visitae 
do. · · 
Articulo 8o. Durante el primer mea de labores de cada affo los Inspectores e
fectuar&n reuniones de maestros en la cabeeera de cada Municipio, en las 
cuales daran instruc6lones precisas para el curso del affo segdn las orienta
clones emanadas de la Direcci6n de Educac16n. 
Articulo 96. Los Inspectores Escolares podran convocar a reuniones de maes~r 
tros cuando sea necesario tratar asuntos de grande importancia para el per
sonal docente, o dar normae tendientes al beneficia general de las escuelas, 
y por lo menos una vez al affo, a liceos pedag6gicos, cuya finalidad primor
dial ha de ser la de ampliar los conocimientos de los maestros eon el 1nter
cambio de ideas, aprovechamiento de experiencias en relaci6n con la tecnica 
de la enseffanza, temas de estudi~ verdaderamente prActicos, trabajos colec
tivos o individuales, consultas y aprovechamiaa~ de todos los medios que 
el ambiente haga prop1c1os. 
Articulo 10. LOS PARROCOS EN SU CARACTER DE INSP-ECTORES LOCALES se asocia
ran a las reuniones de maestros y liceos pedag6@1cos paara orientar la 
enseffanza religiosa dando normae· metodol6gicas a los maestros; organizando 
las practicas piadosas en las escuelas y encauzando y dirigiendo el aspecto 
moral en educadores { educandos." 
En el CAPITULO II - ' De la formaci6il relig1osa y pa1lr16tica", dice el 
"Articulo 11- Las Escuelas oficiales deben ser "Escuelas Cristianas" donde ,. 
el espiritu cat6lico se haga cada dia mas notoeio por el ambiente religioso 
de au vida diaria; por el ejemplo constante de un maestro modelo de virtudes 

· por KXXR~% la practica de actoe diarios de piedad que lleven a la forma~ 
c16n de habitos cuya existencia se asegure en la vida del individuo; por la 
preocupac16n constante del maestro por inculcar ideas de valor en sus 
alumnos, como el deshacerse del respeco humano en asunto religioso; por el 
especial cuidado en la preparac16n de las clases de relig16n y la unc16n y 

, convicc16n en la trasmisi'n de las enseffanzas del catecismo; por la preocu
, paci6n constante de maestro y discipulo en tomar parte activa en las ceremo
nias religiosas; y en fin, por una formac16n integral del nino mediante 

• I • 9-
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f la orientaci6n dada por los Pontifices en las enciclicas sobre la educaci6n 
1 de la juventud. 
I Articulo 12. - La imagen de Jesus Crucificado presidira todas las aulas es
' colares. Ademas , en cada edificio escolar se procurara erigir un monumento 

a la Virgen Maria, el que sera cuidado con esmero por los niffos. 
Articulo 13- En cada visita &~ Inspector Bscolar, de acuerdo con el Parroco 
respective, debera informarse cuidadodamente del desarrollo del Programa 
de Relig16n; revisara la preparaci6n de las clases de esta materia; examina
ra a los escolares y solicitara que el maestro le ponga de presente la 
preparaci6n de las clases, los libros de consulta y el material de enseffanza 
que tenga para sus lecciones. " 
El CAPITULO XII- " De los Inspectores Locales de educaci6n. 
Articulo 83.- El cargo de Inspector Local de Educaci6n sera ejercido por el 
Parroco de cada lugar. Los Coadjutores ejerceran el cargo de Inspectores Lo
cales suplentes. 
Artdculo 84- Son ~clones del Inspector Local: 
lo. Controlar la marcha de la educaci6n en el municipio e informar sobre la 
anomalias que se presenten al respecto. 
2o. Visitar peri6dicamente las escuelas de su jurisdicc16n. 
3o. Presidir en asocio del Alcalde las fiestas patriae y escolares y los 

examenes finales. 
_ 4o. Visar las n6minas de los maestros de escuela y en general de todo el ~ 

personal docente de primaria, complementaria y nocturna que actue en 

-- 5o. 
,_. 6o. 

-·- 7o. 

el lugar. 
Convocar y presidir la Junta Municipal de ~ducac16n. 
Controlar la conducta del personal doeente. 
Informar por escrito al Secretario de Educaci6n sobre las faltas de lo 
maestros y profesores relativas a la conducta moral, social y religio-

sa, adjuntando el informative correspondiente~ 
8o. Intervenir ante las autoridades municipales para que la reparaci6n, 

arreglo y dotaci6n de los locales escolares se haga oportunamente. 
9o. Certificar la conducta de los maestros ~u~ndo ~stos soliciten ascenso 

lOo. 
llo. 
12o. 

en el escalaf6n. 
Hacer cumplir el reglamento de las escuelas. 
Visitar las escuelas nocturnas que funcionen en la localidad.. 
Todas las demas funciones y atribuciones que le son propias en su cara 
te r de parroco. 

Articulo 85- E1 Inspector Local en au cartcter de Presidente de la Junta 
Municipal de Educaci6n , tiene facultades para intervenir en la fiscaliza
ci6n, distribuai6n y oportuna inversi6n de los fondos del presupuesto munici 
pal de educaci6n. 
Articulo 86- El Parroco, en su caracter de Inspector Local, y en su defecto 
el Inspector Escolar, propondra al Secretario de Educac16n un candidate 
para ejercer el cargo de Inspector Local SUplente, si la Parroquia care
ciere de Coadjutor, y en caso que tal designaci6n sea necesaria. 
Articulo 87- Cuando en circunstancias especiales y extraordinarias el Parro
co considere necesario, variar ocasionalmente el calendario escolar, debera 
solicitarlo por escrito al Secretario de Educaci6n con 20 dias por lo menos 
de anticipac16n, para que ~ate pueda consultar el asunto con el Ministario 
de Educaci6n,. Unita entidad que tiene la facultad de conceder tal permiso. 

El CAPITULO XV. " De 4a Junta Municipal de Educaci6n. 

Articulo 99- En cada Murlcipio habra una Junta de Educaci6n Integrada asi : 
Por el parroc~en su caractaer de Inspector Local, quien sera el Presi
dente. 
Por el Alcalde, quien sera el V1cepres1dente. 
Por el Personero, el Tesorero y un representante de los padres de familia 

quienes seran los vocales. 
• • I 3 



- 3 -
Por el Jefe de Grupo Escolar, quien ser! el Secretario, con derecho a voz y 
voto. 
Paragrafo lo. En las Inspecciones de Policia , Caserios y Corregimientos 
que tengan Parroco, habr! una Junta Local de Educaci6n compuesta por el 
Inspector Local, el Inspector de Polic11 o Corregidor, el Jefe de Grupo o e 
Subjefe y un padre de familia, la que funcionara en la forma seffalada ante
r1ormente para las Juntas Minicipales. 

Paragrafo 2o. El representate de los padres de familia sera nombrado por 
el Inspector Escolar de la Zona de acuerdo con el Inspector Local y el Al
calde o el Inspector de Pol1cia. 
Articulo 100. Son funciones de la Junta Mude1pal o Local de Educaci6n : 
lo. Sesionar per16d1camente con el fin de estud1ar los problemas de la 

Educac16n en el ~ipio y darles pronta soluc16n. 
2o. Asist1r a las reuniones a que sea convocada por el ~esidente de la 

misma, el Inspector Escolar o func1onarios de la D1recc16n de Educac16n 
3o. Organizar la celebraoi6n de las fiestas patriae y escolares y la fiesta 

del Maestro. 
4o. Hacer la distr1buci6n de los -delegados de dicha Junta a los examenes 

de las Escuelas Urbanas y Rurales. Igualmente determinara la fecha 
para cada escuela dentro de las comprendidas en el Decreto de Examenes 

5o. Determinar la lista de los ninos que han de ser beneficiados con el 
Restauaante Escolar. 

6o. Resolver las cuestiones que ~e proponga por escrito la Secretaria de 
Educaci6n. 

7o. Elaborar el proyecto del Presupuesto Municipal de Educaci6n. 

En el Capitulo XXI , encontramos : " De las n6minas de los maestros. 

Articulo 137. La legal1zaci6n de las n6minas de los maestros de escuela esta 
ra en concordancia con el articulo 11 de la Ardenanza No. 94 de mayo lt 
de 1.920 sobre 1. P\1blica, cuyo texto es el sigu1ante: u Las n6m1nas de los 
Directores de Escuela iran firmadas por el Alcalde y el Inspector Local del 
respectivo Mu~ipio. 51 uno de los dos o ambos negasen la firma por creer 
que el maestro no ha cumplido con sus deberes, el interesado apelara ante 
el Inspector Provincial. Este estudiaria el asunto y se hallase injusta la 
1nculpaci6n, firmara las n6minas, requisito con el cual podra cubrirse su 
valor aunque falten las firmas del A lcalde y del Inspector Local. 

Espero que lo anterior le d~ un cuadro mas o menos exacto de la influencia 
del clero en la Educac16n al menos en lo que respecta al Departamente de 
Cundinamarca. Conviene advertir que los directores de Colegtos o Escuelas 
Privadas necesitan un eertificado de solvencia moral expedido por el CUra 
Parroco. En el caso de establecimientos no cat611cos, ese certificado sera 
expedido por el alcalde y el Inspector Escolar o por el Director de Educacio 
como fue el caso de Sogamoso. 

En cuanto a Sogamoso me place comunicarle que ya recibimos la Licencia de 
Funcionamiento para Colegio Miato y que solo falta pedir la visita del 
Inspector y presentar unos pocos papeles mas para conseguir la aprobaci6n 
de Estudios. 

La compra de la casa para el internado del I.B.C. esta protocolizada pero 
falta la firma de la Escritura y, claro esta, el recibo de la misma. De 
acuerdo con el contrato de venta estas cosas se haran a mas tardar el 10 
de Enero. La casa es grande y me parece muy apropiada. 
Saludos de todos nosotros para todos alla. Quiera el Senor proporcionarles 
una Navidad llena de sus Bendiciones. Bueno, senor Morek, sera hasta prontc 
Claro, que si lo cree necesario, pue~,;,:..~;e (ec-~;,~,o~~~c~~J:~,~ 



ON ARRIVING AT THE SEMINARY 

Every time I. consider that God has called me for His work, I· have to 

prqa "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in ·the way everlasting!" 

Psalm 139 t23, 24. '!'his is my pr~er just now. 

My coming for study in the Seminario Luterano Augsburgo de U3xioo is a 

privilege that comes from God to me without uzy- reaching after it. Like that 

are God's designs for those who know that they are unworthy in themselves. 

He makes possible the impossible and disposes what is just necessary for the 

life of his children. 'l'he only reason for me to be here is God's will. He 

wants me working in His harvest. 

I see the opportunity of' learning how to give the Word of God to those who 

do not know the gift of Calvary as a tremendous responsibility before GoC.. 

The Seminary has been organized as a part of' the Evangilioal Lutheran 

work in 'Mexico and for that reason I am sure that God is·-.world.n.g here through 

those who are the leadership of the institution. ~ God give the advance in 

His work here in all manners. 

We, my wife, my daughter and I, have found Christian friendship both in 

the Semina.:t"J" and in church. And we hope to find not only friendship but food 

for our spiritual life. We thank God for His blessings. 

--Juan N. Montoya 



A congregation which draws its members from all areas of a growing metro
polis the size of Bogota (two million), finds it difficult to maintain a spirit of 
unity among its members. Redeemer Lutheran Church in North Bogota has 
many members who must spend an hour or more traveling by bus to attend 
church on Sunday morning; and for many this is the only contact they have 
with their fellow members. In evaluating_ the congregation's program-its 
needs, problems, and challenges-the pastor and leaders saw a definite need 
for area fellowship groups. They also realized the need for trained leaders for 
these P..roupii, but there was a definite lack of pastors and other trained per
sonnel who could prepare interested laymen who offered their time and talents 
to serve in this way. The problems are far from solved but there is hope that 
one day there will be several congregations in the city-and that each one 
will be served by a full time pastor. Pastor Jacobson tells here of the first group 
he is leading in a training course. 

AN EXPERIMENT 

IN lAY TRAINING 

MARLAYNE JACOBSON 
COLOMBIA 

l he challenges are staggering to 
faith and to strength, but we de
cided to try an experiment utilizing 
trained laymen whom we will call 
"deacons." With the feeling of in
adequacy I ventured into the class
"~ which would be given to several 
laymen who vc..!anteered to take 
part in the experiment. These faith
ful and consecrated laymen will 
spend a total of 42 hours in class 
studying doctrine, themes on the 
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LAY TRAINEES, Mr. and Mrs. Antonio 
Lara, in their home. 

Christian life and witness, intro
duction to the Bible, practical theol
ogy, church history, and church 
missions. These future "deacons" 
(four men and three women) are: 
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Lara (Mr. 
Lara is an accountant for the Bayer 

.... _,.~~--;M,il.-~'•<J./~·' 

Pharmaceutical Company and cur
rently the president of our congre
gation), Mr. Fausto Bernal who 
works for the City Health Depart
ment in a rat extermination pro
gram, two brothers-Alberto and 
Gonzala Delgadillo (University stu
dents), Mrs. Bertha Moeller and 
Mrs. Sara Millen (housewives). All 
are required to do outside reading 
as well as to write a theme paper 
on some topic related to the course. 
A manual containing all of the lec
tures used will be given to students 
for future reference. 

A "commissioning service" for 
these deacons will be held during a 
Sunday morning worship. After 
this the plan is that each of the 

MR. GONZALO DELGADILLO is super
intendent of Our Redeemer Sunday 
school. His brother, Alberto (seated), 
is one of the teachers. 

MR. FAUSTO BERNAL places poison in 
strategic places in a home as part of 
his occupation as rat exterminator with 
the City Health Department. 

men will be in charge of a certain 
area of the city to visit our mem
bers, lead Bible studies and train
ing sessions, and promote a united 
effort among the members of the 
area to cooperate in an evangelism 
outreach. The women taking this 
course will be assigned to lead the 
women's groups and carry out the 
visitation program especially to the 
sick and needy. 

Every day there are more and 
more open doors to the Gospel. We 
see a great·challenge to the Luther
an Church in Colombia. 

-rrl f ('v1 r 5' :r; ) .N/1 :.: ;/ 
:5e;t· If~ 7 

:v•~,~..,~w-.. " 
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INFORME 

SOBRE 

AI:, REr:£:IRO DE PASTORES 
. ·• · ... · .' 

EDUCACION TEOLOGICA 

POR EXTE!lSIOlf 

Junio 30 de 1.970 

5/t'MfL:f~ 1-
]b.f f~es 

M.L. Jacobson 

SUGER"'"NCIAS ··PARA LEER • ESTE INFORME : Se sugiere que lea todo el .in
forme. Sin embargo, si le es imposible, se sugiere que lea el m!Jii-
mo que incluye parte I (Nrcesidad de Educ~ci6n Teologica en Colom
bia); parte IV ( El plan "'eneral de Seminario por Extension); y par
te VI (q_uge~encias para poner en pr.actica este plan en Nuestro S!nodo) 

UN PENSAMIENTO AL PARTIR: Considerarido todas las leyes·. aerodinami-. 4' 
oa~, ~1 abejorro no tiene ninguna posibilidad de volar~ Su cuer-
po ~s demasiado grande y pesado ·en comparaci6n .con sus· alas •. Sin-

_ embargo, el.abejorro no sabe esto. Entonces , ~1 prosigue y vuela 
en todo cas.o ~ · t .j 

~ 
~ . 

i1 

PARTE I 

LA NECESIDAD DE TEOLOGICA EN COLOHBIA EDUCACIOB 

.Muchas Igle sil!s=-...;;s.;;;;i;;.;n;...;.P.;;a;.;;;s..;;t..;;o;,::r_..;;n;;;;i;....;E;..v;..;· a;.;.;n-!-lg""e;;..l_~.;.· s.;;.t.;..a.;;.;. 

Actualmente, en Colombia , hay varias. congregaciones sin un pastor 
permane'nte. Tambien 'hemos cilcidido cerrar obr2s, principalm.eiite. 
porque no h:ay Jmtores disponibles para mandarlos a estas obras_, y 
no hay esperanzas q~e 1a Iglesia crezca • en· una forma signifi.c;:·ativa. 1.) 
durante 'los proximos ahos. Es una tristeza ver a estas congrega-
ciones abari.do.dadas. La· experiencia noe ha eo.se;.iado, tambi6n que·__) 
t!La congregcicion. necesita el.consejo -, explicac:i.ones de un pc-.stor. 
Por otra parte, la congregaci6n · necesita · t.o'uiar la ·santa Cena fre-
c·uerlte .. ente. En el Orden para la Confirmaci6n ·(culto Cristiano 
Pag. 236) exigimos que los aspirantes· c::>ntesten la aguiente pregun-
ta: ' 
11 Prometes como miembro de la Iglesia E'lzangelica Luterana, !,)erma- · 
necer fiel a sus ensehanzas y con dilig~ncia haccr uso de los medi~ 
de gracia? , 
Cristo nos ha exhottado en Juan 6:53: •me cierto de cierto os digo 
si no comeis ,Ia carne del Hijo del Hombre, y:bebeis de su sangre. 
no teneis vida en· vosotos'~. Aunque pWgamos muc'bo hiilcapie en que 
todos,deben tomar la &:;anta Cena frec11entemente 1 es imposible cum-

__ plir este deber para muchos luteranos por falta de ·pastor que se 
los administre. Al .decir esto no quer'-mos desconoc_cr la gran la
bor l abnegacion de nuestro Presl..dente .. en vi:si tar· a tstos luga
res. a pesar de estas v~sitas, muchos luteranos toman' la Santa 
Cena infrecuentemente. 

Es muy factible que congr~gaciones y miembros sin piStor puedan ser 
"llevados por doquiera de t odo viento de doctrina, por estratagema 
de hombres qtie para engariar ·emplean c·o-n astucia ·las artimafias del 
error". 
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(Efesios 4:14). Por lo menos, estes miembros puedan enfriarse en la 
fe y seguir a otras doctrinas. 

El Ministerio de Hacer Carpas 

No podemos pensar en poner cualquier persona como pastor para nuestras 
congregaciones. Necesitamos ~storesbien preparados para todas las 
congregaciones. Un pastor no bien preparado siempre esta limitado; en s 
su pastorado. Tal vez, rios convenga consider~r otraw formas de co~seguir 
pastores y prepararlos. Pero.aun solucionando este prob~ema, tene-
mos el problema del ms tenimiento de la obra y del pastor • .Posib~emen
te, haya una soluci6n. Se llama u El Ministerio de hacer Carpas". Se 
toma.su nombre del ejemplo del Ap'ostol Pablo quien se sostU:vo por 
hacer carpas (Hechos 18:3' 2 Tes.3:6-9) en vez de depender de las 1gle
Eii.as · por =au sostenimiento. ·En esta forma nu~·stras congregal?iones peque
fias pueden sostenerse sin tener que pedir ayuda del S~odo. Por lo 
tanto toman mas interes en su propio .desarrollo y en el crec~miento de 
su membresia. El Profescir Plutarco.Bonilla de ·la Asociacion Latinoa
mericana de Escuelas Teologicas dijo; "Las iglesias en Am~rica Latina 
no podran muy pronto depender principal.:at.·ntc de pastores pro.fesionales 
de tiempo complete". (P. 119) TEE) 

Posiblemente esta clase de ministerio podria ser lo correcto y lo natu
ral especialmente para iglesias ruralc~. El Dr. F. Ross Kinsler escri
bi'o: "En vez de cerrar la iglesia rural por r~ones puramente econo
micas, es decir, ~uando no·pueden--sostener a un cl~rigo profesi~nal, 
dejemos que el laico llene estes puestos". (~EE Pag. 251). En todo -caso 
el profesionalismo no e:s natural para el campo. EJ; Comerc.iante tiene 
su finca ademas de su tienda. El l!der es un lider natural quien ha 
ganadoel respeto de sus vecinos no porque ha hecho una espelfializaci6n 
sinol.:por..que ha mostrado su sabiduria y su .capacidad naturale Por otro 
lado,en las ciudades, cbnde si hay mas esp.ecializac.i6n ' el tjl~dico cura 
a los enfermos, el abogado atiende a los que tienen pleitos .. El pro.
fes·or Jaime Emery , del Seminario Evangelico Presbiteriano de G~~nteina
la ~-.dvierte: "Este contra.te en especializaci6n _produce mu.chos puntas 
en que habra c onflictos y por eonsiguiet?-te nrcesita e;er cons~derado 
en cualquier programa de entrenamiento"• (TEE ~g. 15) El Dr. R·u~ 
Winter hizo notar que la -gente rural desconfia enel profes:1.onal yes 
ia raz6n nor la cual 'las iglesias rurales resisten ~n pagar un suel 
do-c'ompleto a uno que solamente sabe de una sola cosn. Tambi~.n, ~s la 
rnzon por la c ual el pastor especialista no , eo · eicnte c6mqdo ·ni 
aceptado en el campo-. (TEE pag." 82) Read, Monterroso, y Johnson se 
refiEieron al mismo fcnomeno diciendo: 11E<.'.cuci6n, quizas rroveu 
acceso a un nivel Eocial mas alto, pero rio gana a.utomli.ticamente una 
posicion de lidernzt,0 : .•••• porque la masa no educadn. quiere lideres 
de su propio nivel. :tombre con cducacon universi taria Q. menudo encuen;.._ 
tran que son incapaces de servir a la gran mayor!a de los evangelicos 
latinoamericunos (LACG - Pag. 328). 

Otro hecho importante de co.1siderar cs la c-.mi~acion de la gcnte 
rural a las ciudades. L:~·- parte rural, por lo general,va a perder mas 
y mas de su poblacion hacienda a~~n mas dificil sostcner a un pastor 
profesional en el campo. Para que la iglesia rural pueda sobrevivir 
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y fu~c:ionnr tendria que seRun movimiento de grupos. pequeiios. Enfren
tnndo a esta realidad, .significaria crear una~ -estructura o sistema de 
organizacion .. que permita que estos grupos puedan funcional;' sin sen
tirse- inferi·or~s ·u. :Parasites que·· dep.a.nden sie-mpre de otrose . \• '.·;. ;' 

~ ·- . .._ 

Em.'Pero, hay que ~ota~ qua la posibilidad del·i!ii.nist·~rio de hacer 
carpas no e e limita aolamente a J,.as ig1esia.s rurales. Po·~;>iblemente, 
podr!a ser la mahera en que debemos em.pezar obras nuevas. Unlaico; 
bi.en preparndo en teologia si tiene el uU,smo nivel de cultura y de 
educacion de los·· que va a servir, puede · empezar y alimenta.:r;- _a una 
igl.esia. mision. Esto, es coaocido en otras partes del mundo. En EE. 
UU .• por e3emplo hay un cientifico nuclear, que cada :tin de semana po
nes~ cuello clerical para servir a una contiregacion d~ 1a·Iglesia. 
Ep;i.scopal. · Esto, ea c.onqcido en otras partes de EE.UU 1 · es muy co-
mun en el Africa del-SUr. . 

La Cierra de los Institutes B1blicos 

El Institute Biblico ha sido un metodo muy eficaz en el psado por lo 
cual muchos hombres de frandes capcidades han sido · preparados para el 
pastorado •. La Iglesia Luterana en Colombia es un e jemplo de ~sto y 
hasta ulll, tuvo exito.; Sin embargo, el Institute .Blblico 'cultural· 
entre entiempos dificiles cunndo el n6mero de nlumnos disminuia. 
n·esafortunadamente, esta es Ja experiencic:\· de muchos ins.titutos bi
blicos en America Latina. For ejemplo, Samuel F. Rowen, escribiendo 
de su experiencia cementa: " En Guadalupe (Isla del Caribe); por 
ejemplo, el nemero mas grande de alumnos asistiendo en cualquier arlo 
dado, fue de doce. En algunos aiios.·era. mucha la duda en cuanto·a la 
apertura del Institute porque faltaban estudiantes. Al fin, ·ol Insti
tu:t:o tuvo que cerrarse. El deseo de conseguir cstudiuntes : significa 
ba sacrific.:..r los requisites necesarios p..;.ro. k entrada, o aceptar 
a los de poco. edad y poco. experiencia. Trunb{~ii, el · costo ee mantener 
los edificios, profesores y o.yuda de of;i.Q~na; era ina.consejable por 
tan pocos estudicmtes'J •. (TEE.pag. 136). Desde que la Iglesia Evan·g~li 
en Luterana- Sinodo de ~olombia cerro el IBC, hemos procurndo encon
trar ulgo que lo reemplazcn. Sin embargo, no nos satisfacer~ cuulquier 
reemplnzo. Tiene que proveer una educacion·teologica igun.l o aun mejor 
si tuera posible,del IBC y servir a un mayor numero de personas. 
Hemos busc;;do el reemplazo para que :;?Ueda :proveer . para ln Iglesia 
Evangelietas y pnstores como el IBC hacia con efito en otra· ~poca. 
M~s, el reemplazo tendria~e proveer una educa.c~an adecuada para que 
los graduados puedan servir a ln Iglesia en los distintos lugn.res 
rurales y urbanos. Tendria que evitar los problemas de los institu-
tes biblicos·· nctuales como: . . ""· · . · 
1) Po_cos estudiantes, 2) MUs profesores que estudia.ntes~ 3) Co~tos 
altos~ 4) Educacion unicamente para j6venes · quienos no han sido 
probados todavia, 5) Sa.crificio de normas y el· CaJ:llbio de. vlan de ' 
estudios :para acomodarse a los estudinntes para que se les. atraiga 
a k instituciont 6) Presion para pasar·· a estudiantes inf.eriores. 

imam. 
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·La 'Educacion Teologica. p~a Laicos 

Si es ci·e~t-6 que creemos «1. la do·ctrina del Sacerdocio de T~dos :los· 
Creyentes y el niandato de Efesios 4:11-12 (y dio cap:-.~idades a cadri 
uno, c onc.ed.iendo. a ••••• otros ser pust orcs y aaestros. As! prepar6 a 
loa.. suyos. para ln cer · su trabajo-·de servicio) tendr!amos que consideP: 
rar .. a toda. la Iglesia y sus n~cesidades de educacioJ.?. teol6gica cuan..;. 
do::.invest~gamos las diferentes m~todos de educacion. Educttci6n teolo. 
gica.debe.~ener como proposito descubr:i.r y desurrollar dones'espiri .... 
tuales .. que· cada cristia.no tiene ( 1 Pedro 4:10). El prof~sor · del se: 
minnri~ 'Wesleiino de Boliyia, _Mortimer Arias, mantiene: "Solo·: (porl'la 
educo.cion d~ lu comunidadcristiruia) podemos ren.lizar el sacerdooio 
de_, to4o6. los c;-eyentes y m.odificar el clericalismo e~ nuestras · ig:le..; · 
Sias pastor-celitril:..,!lS donde el pastor es el je:f-e, el cuba de la rueo.. 
da, y el hombre indispensable de la congregaci6n. Los creyentes·, el 
pueblo de Dios(Laos) son la Iglesia. El desarrollo del laico es mucho 
mas que instruccion 0 entreil.amiento: es el descubrimiento. de lo: dones 
que Dios ha dado a cada uno y ademas el lu~ar donde estos puedan ex 
presarse en el cuerpo de Cristo. " (TEE p5.g.l97) ( 

Hay laicos, mujer~s y hombres, quienes desean un e~tudio teologico 
que es serio y·sistem5.tico. La preparacion pra el_pastorado o para·el 
papel' dEd laicado en tl m:u.ndo actual debe~ ser parter: de un solo plan~ 

. . 

El.Dr. Jose Arrequin, decano del Seminuria Teol' ogico Bautista de Me
xico,.. di.jo : "La idea y ·el concepto de Senunnrio por extension es bue 
na porque nos viene a recordar que el Semiriario es una agencia de la 
_Iglesia ·al servicio de los miembros y de la comunidad en que esto. 
funciona. Nos viene a recordar tambien que la tn.reu ro proclamar de las 
buenn.s nuevas y de evangelizacion no p·ertenecen solo n.l ruinistro, · s 
sino a cada ·miembro del cuerpo de Cristo. Prepararlos para estn. tarea: 
en sus diverscs niveles·, es turea de la Iglesia, m~diante ln. funcion 
docente del Seminario" ~· (S:rCC pag. 8) . 

PARTE II 

DEFINICIONES DE TERMINOLOGIA USADA EN ESTE INFOP.ME 

Seminario 

El termino Seminuria es usado en dos man~ras. ·Primero, se refiere 
a cualquier establecimiento destinudo para la educaci6n de los que 
van a dedicarse n.l pastorado de la Iglesia u otras-posiciones den
tro de la mismo.. Segundo, se refiere a cualquier estublecimi.ento 
destinado para la educacion de cualquier illiembro de 'la Iglesia para 
que de-sarrolle sus dones por media de un estudio bil;>lico, te!.ologico, 
historico y practice lo cun.l acrccentaria y ampliarL~ sus pos~bilida
des de ministerio dentro del ministerio total de lu Iglesia; 
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Extension 

Exten-sion es. un metodo por lo mal los :rectirsos de una educaci6n • .te68 ,-\--> 

logica y crist'ia.na· son llevados a todos los que desean estudiar a ·- · 
donde y ·cuando sea. n.pr opiado .p·ara ello-s. 

.. :. .. ... -···· ~ . 

. .Autodidactico 
. . . 

El Seminario pl!r EJtteilsi6n depende para lti mayor parte deL'~prendi
zaje en que ei estudian te estudie solo sin la presenc~a d'e un prof'e
sor .. Por esto se llama auto-didactic() o auto- estudio. 

Manuales auto-didacticos 

En,el Semin.:lrio 'por Extension hay manuules eer;itos pro. :acompaii~ el 
texto de ltl. c lase. El lllanual guia al 'estudinnte en. ;us...'estudio~- para 
que entieiida y ai!.renda el mntenido del tex:b'o.· _ _. 

Instruccion Programada 

lCns'truccion programada EE un a tecnica nueva por la cual · el estudia~te 
es guiado paso a pl. so segU.n su nivei., de lo conocido ha.St"a ·'lo de's
conocido en la on teria para que el aprenda el contenido de un texto. 
Para lograr esto es necesario analizar los pusos 16gicos en el pen
samiento y aprendizaje humo.no.- se caracter'iza_por unos marcos con 
una pregunta y alguna informaci6n ·q_u:~ .. iueg-o s_e.rio. n~cesaria p:t ra con
testo.r otrus preguntas. 

Despues de la pregunta que hace pensar al estudio.nte, apo.rece la res 
p~esta que. co·nfir·ma si e-1 e.s:tudiante ha aprendido el material o no. 
Abo.jo, huy mas inforllUl.cion acerca de la instrucci6n programada junto .. 
con-:un ejemplo. ES LA. CLAVE DEL EXITO DEL .AUTO-ESTUDIO Y DEL :sEHINARIO 

. POR 'EXTENSION. 

PARTE III· 

POR t:tuE SEMINARIO ·. POR . EXT_E''rSION ! 

El Seminario de Exte!.1sion o .['radicionnl 

A veces se eye que huy dos.alternativo.s en ln educaci6n teol.6gico., 
el Seminario trudJ.cion'al o el Semin;u-io de Extension, y una de las 
des es mej or. Este debate. ha llevado u ·vnrin.s .p:. rsoho.s inteligentes 
y preparudas al emocionuli:smo. un. e j:cmplo •de ·esto es cl debate que 
se llevo a cabo en lo. samblea de la Asociacion Lutinoumericano. de 
Escuelc1.s Teol6gicas. (Rggion del Norte) el diu 30 de Enero de 1. 969 
en Managua, Nicaragua. En el fervor del dcbo.te se oyen muchas afir
rnnciones exageradas. 
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11 Cu::mdo el estudiante tiene textos de alta cnlida.d para es4;udiar 
por su cuenta, la cnntidad que .· aprende en una horn de cstudio es 
a menudo mucho mayor fuera de clase que en ella, aunque esto no 
significa que se pucda proscindir del contacto de clase. Con es
tudiantes mas maduros, se puede depenaer todavia mas del estudio. 
autodidactico y una seccion de extension de tres horns semanales, 
podra ser un impulse psicologico, espiritual y acadcmico sufi
ciente para aprovechar de verdad la mayor pnrte del tiempo de que 
dispone el <Btudiante, especit'..lmente si este tiene uru:t ocupa.cion 
secular simultanea. Este sistema aparente:.1ente funciona bien con 
estudiantes post- graduad::>s en unive;;rsid~dcs que no hncen nada mas 
que estudiar. C ual es la razon de cllo? Sera quo los estudiantes 
post-graduados ahora son te1.n intcligen tes que puc; den trab.'1jar por 
si mismos, 0 es que son tilayores y mas maduros? 

En clase 

· Niiios pequeiios 

Jovenes 

Estudiantes mndtJ.ros 

Escuelas por corres
pondencia. 

autodid5.ctico 

Horas Efectivas de a:::.rendizaje FOR SEMANA 

En clase Autodid5.ctico 

POR AltO 

En estos diagra ,v~s puc de verse pririlero l2. clane sin te1.ren que es 
adecue1.da por lo menos para niiios me11orcs. Luego tcnemos el c aso 
de niiios mayores que pueden hacer tnreaE. Las horas de tarca, a
sumiendo que el maestro las haya prupar.'1do con cuidado, he1.n ad
quirido mas valor debido a que much2..s voces el EEti.ldio autodidactico 
es super1or. ~1 nivel s1guiente es el cnso de los cstudiRntes m~s 
rnaduros que pueden trabajar con un numero reducido de hor:"..s do con
tact a. por semana (estQ nu s~ga1f1ca que siempre sea tratado nsi). 
Finalmente, los curses par corres.pOLid<-dC1n C2.si no tow.a tieopo 
del maestro por cada nora de estudio del cstudinclte. Una palabra con 
respecto a e scuelas por correspondeJ.!Cia. Par;.,_ estu.dios teologicos 
serios nada ex1ste en espaiiol 011 la actualidad, 2.unque hay c;mchos 
m-~tcriales prometedores que pueden scr mojoro.dos. Pero cste .•o cs 
el problema. Lo ,ue ocurre es quE: se neccsita una ciert£'. clase de 
persona para sopor tar el sic te.na , y aun los que perseveran no 
pueden seguir el ~~s~o ritmo que los estudiantes que rccibcn 
ayuda pers.o.ml por seffiana. Por esto el diagrama de la dcrccha 
(por afio) mucstra mcnos noras pctra estud.iaatcs por corrcspondcncia. 
<~·pag. B> 
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Educaci6n en el Contexto de la Vida Diaria 

Unn de las vent2.jas dele ew.inar~o por extow:;ion cs que cl estu
diante. n}cibe su ·instruccion en cl coritexto do 'la vida diaria y 
normal • .r.:or csto el tiene ·mas posibilidad de poncr en pfC..ctica ·lo que 
aprcnde~ El Dr. ·H.)pewellc pensaado en el seminario ideal dijo: "si 

··fucra muestra iatenci6n frincipal de oquipue al hombre para. el 
··usunto de sor testigo en f.l mundo ••• yo imagina:r:ia que haria todo 
lo posible para que el hombre permanezca, fi\rnnte su prcparacion, c:>mo 

· uno que fu.ncid.nn completaml:nte deiitr6 de la mismc:t socicdad o.n..:1a 
cual nRci6, y usaria.nos t;l instnumento dc;l r<.;;tJ:.ro de csa fiocicdad 
solo cuando el valor de tal rt;t:Lra y ah:ditacion fucra ovidente
mdnte justificado ••••• Creo que im~n1tarianos cl a:tudio tcoloeico 
a ser priilcipalmante un media de infor•,mr e interprctar el fen6me
no lo quo .1.ucstro hombre diar~a<aE.atc · eC onfrcnta en su vida y mi
siCm11 (TEE pag. 40). 

-
El Crecimiento y'Aceptacion dc:l [:;istcE;::.__::~.~- :.::xtension 

En "los ul timos 20 e.rios cl is tcma de exte,.lsion ha reciliido mucha 
acogida en EE.UU. La Univer&idad de c<::!rolina ·del Norte, por Ejemplo 
tenia en 1.967 mas de l()(Jl,OOO estud:ia.iltes en 45 centros de cxten
si'on (TEE pag. 140) 

La idea y el primer cxpericlllento :21 seminario .por extension s.e 
llevo a cabo en el ~ecrn.nario .t..van.g~lico PresbiteriaJ.+O , d.e Guatemaiha. 
El experiemento empezo en 1.963. Habia muc,ha re:sictencia ca ~ontra 
de este siste:ua auevo y el se::J.inarl.o por oxtci1Sion tuvo tres aiios 
muy dificiles , pero pr.onto. lllOStro que SU experi!lO~to tenia exito. 
Otro seminar-io en' Gua·temala, el de la Sociedad do Amigos, inicio 
oTfflgundo programa par extension on 1.966. · Asi, crecio 1.:--..idea y. en 
1. 967 habia 9 .sem.inarios en· 6 diferentes pr..isos con. programn.s de 
extension. El ulti~o dato disponiblc i~forma que en 1.968 habia 
18seminarios en 8 diferentes pnises de ~mcrica Latina que ofrecia 
un programa dE: exte:.1sion • ( TI:E p~g. 123§. "En c adn casos estos f£:-ft 

m.inarios tit:,len mucho mas estudiaates matricu1ados ahoru que los 
que tenian en sus programas enteri;.lres y la calj_dr:.d l. c1 liderazgo 
ha mejorado sig~lificativamente. (TEE pag. 264) ·' · 

En L962 e1 Semin'lrio Evaagelico ?r'"sbitcriruo de Guntemnh tenia 
ci:1co estudiaates en su sE:mi;:mrio tradlc io;.ml. En el a<io eiguiente 
cmpo zo su programa de extE:nsion con 63 estudiantes. :t;;i1 cnda nflo 
crecia el numero de estudiantes : 1.964 - 88, 1965-·- 90, 1966 -143 
1.968 - 220 (TEE pag. 280, 373) El Seminuria Biblico Unido de 
Colombia gozaba del mismo exito. En un afio el numero de cstudiantes 
matricuL.;.dos ·salta de 19 <Studiantes que habia en e1 scminario 
trndicional a 156 -estudiantes en cuatro divisi~mcs (Bogotti., Cali, 

. Medell:in con ambos programas) (TEE pag. 210) Cali tenia 21 co,tros 
de·extension (TEE pag~ 438). En agosto de 1.968 el Dr. Hinter 
informo que la Iglesia Luterana Alemnna do .i:'ol:'to Alegre, Brasil. 
tenia un ,,,rograma de ·,o::te,lsion con mas de 40 estudiaates .(TEE pag. 
191). 
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El ceminario de Guadalupe en las Islt:.s -del C?.r e e·mpc·zo con 
muchos estudifuLtes, pero disminuyo el numero en 1 segundo afto 
La razon que dieron por esto era que SU ae.urin.-U'iO teologic 0 

Jorge Allen de Bolivia en n.gosto ae. 1.968 te~1i[t 62 cstudiates·_ 
~n .el prograraa por ectension y 83 en el scoLmrio tradic,ional. 
Notaban que el 11 trabaj o de los estu.diantes en extension, en nin
gun sentido es ·inferior de los estudia.ntes en el s:nainario tradi
cional". (TEE pag.l94). La Igl~sia Lutcrana de B::;livia cmpezo su 

--semi_nario por ac:tensi6n en l!'ebrero de 1.970. Toda.v1a no hay informe 
de este semiimxio. 

PARTE IV 

EL PLAN GENERAL DEL SEiUNARIO BOR EXTENSION 

Orien tacion al Prin~ 

Al principiar hay una orieataci6n pt'tra todos los estudiaates. El 
proposito de esa orientaci6n cs principalraente de explicar el 

·sistema a los estudiantes. T~e:J.en que tener unn idea general del 
-sistema y tie no que conocer sus rcs;:o;.u:abilidn.des. ·lin la oril?n .. 
tacion los estudiantes at:Jreaden como utilizn.r lo:s :aanualcs auto 
didactic as y c~o esti.ldi~r l-!Or su %ro~ c uenta. En Gundc~ojm 
el semin~rio'lfce~~af \Pcff?i>u1?iWfek~ac~o~~~~~ o cuatro ~ias 
(TEE pag. 327). En Guatemala ·la ticnen en cada lugar dondc hay 
un centro de estudios. Empiezan·con un cu.lto de apertura a lo 
cunl est an invitados t ados los miembros de este sector, los 
profesores, y los estudiantes de otros cez1tros. Se sugiere que 
haxa ua uredicador especial para la,ocas~on~ Despues del .culto 
Io.., estucaantes t~enen una orJ.entac~on a ao.Las do::lctc se ma·cr~cu-
lan oricialmente.y reciben sus priemras clases (TEE pag. 477) 

Educ~ci6n General 

Siendo que lo.s titulos y los ;nanuales estaa bn.sados en ln. edu
cacion general que tentja el e&tudiante, E: e ha preparado un 
curso por el cual el est.ldiante puede estud.iur por oxtoi1sion 
y ganar su educacion primaria y bachillerato. Des,.,ues de 
estudiar manuales · especialee y _de ser ayudado ·:>or cl maestro 
local, el EStudiante puede validar eu pri:~::o.ria y recibir reco
nocimien to del gobi.erno. Al tcner su priwa~ia, e s mas cn]:ICitado 
para estudiar en e),. semiaario por extc1sion y tienc un nuevo 
optimismo y co,lfianza en si misnw. En Guate~la habia mns de 
l.-000 estudiantcs en estc progrnma y Ba£ de 500 han recibido 
su titulo-de primaria. Estos manuales cstnn en revision actualmen 
ta en Colombia por un cooite dela As~ciacion de Escuelas y Cole
gios Evnngelicos de Colo.nbia •. Otra posibilidad sera el m:1. te
rial de.la Division de Educac~on de Adultos, del Miaister~o de 
Educacion Nacional. 
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7) Ofrccerles c::lntacto.s con especialic:taE p::>r charlas 
tilesa red"Jnda, o fonferencias. 8) Dar la ::>portunidad de 
bib.~ ioteca mac gra11de y desarrollar s.ilc cnpttcL ades de 
imrc:stigaciones independie.~tes. 9) ?roveer inspiracion 

.. -tual. 

ProgreC'la Final 

informales 
usar una 

hacer 
espiri-

Cada ano al terminar los e.st~dios hay un progra~• final de gra
duacion. Para el programa se forma un cora grande de todos los 
estudiantcE. Los ensa~os se realizan en· lo::: cen.tros regionales. 
El Dr. Winter comeata sabre el programa final en Gu.J.tcr:taln e.e!: 
"Pero hay una vez en el afio CU.?..ndo todos sc rcune n •• el pro
grarna. final. In ten tamos h~:;cerlo lo m6.E grande lJOEible .• Podemos 
tener hn~:ta 3.000 pers::J.ES asiste_ltes. ConseguitiloE cl tcatro 
mf..s grande en cste sector del pais, oradores intcrnaci::>nales, y 
haccih.oslo una oca.sion grande. Teaemos a todos los eetudiantes 

desde los indios hasta los· estudl.antez univoreitarioE me..rchan 
do en la misma procesion y todos los graduado en cualquicr nivel 
llevando la miEma capa.·La unica COca que es difcrente OSlo que 
esta escrito en EU diploma, pero nad~e en el auditorio pucde vcrlo 
(TEE pag. 339) • 

Plan de Estudio 

El plan de estudio c onsiste de tres a .:.os de curs3 telln30 cursos 
que duran un .semestre. Esto es equivalente al numero de horas 
de estudio de un seminario oo tres aL.os en ::!:Ee.UU (TEE pag.416) 
El plan incluye cursos en p:::icologin y sociologi.:t. El profesor 
Emery explica la razon por incluir estos crus::>s: 11 psicolog1a 
y sociologia tratan de dar al estudiante un entendimicnto de lo 
que su pueblo es y por que, y tambien un estudio de los clcc.wn
tos sociale::: y culturale::: de su propi::> pais. Es de sumn ii:1por
tancia que nuestros estudiantes eutieadan est~s 0lE!rJcntos y el 
papel que tienen en los problel!las que ::urger• tanto donJqo cor:1o 
fuera de la Iglesia". (TEE pag. 95) En otr.:: parte el lilismo pro
fesor dice : "El curso debe ser de t::-.l. amplitud que los estu
diantes obtendrL•n un punta de vista y nprecio amplio para que 
puedan compr8nder los valores y debiliJ.e>.dcs de cadn grupo dcntro 
de lEt cultura del pA.is." (TEE pag. 18) Tambien, cbbemos rccibir 
y entender los principios de~ dinacica dak grup~. 

El dia 6 de SeTJtiembre de 1.967 en Armenia, Colombia, un c;rupo 
de instituciones evangclicas y conscrvadorcs creo una Organizn
cion que se no.nbro Union de Institutiones Biblicas de la Gran 
Colombia (UNICO). 

Estn organizacion tiene como proposi to de producir libros pnra 
usar en los scminario.s por exteasion. UNICO ere&' un -sub-comite 
nombrado Comi te Asesor de Textos Autodid~cticos (CATA). Este 
Co1i1ite esta compuesto de personA.:: de difcr~;~tes cnpncidades 
tccuicas, como conocimiento de los planes de estudio, de la 
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int5truccion programuda, del idiE:lma, de publicaciones etc. 
CATA en.su reunion en Mcxi~o en diciembre de 1.968 clabor5 
el siguiente plan de est..td:io que se es1Jera servir como guia pa;... 
ra las instituciones interesad'as en el f'emiiL:.'U'iO por extcnsi on. 
(TEE pag. 292,535) 

Primer afio 

Hist. y Comp. del 
. ··A.T y del N.T 1 y2 

Histor~a del Cris
tiai1.ismo 1 y 2. 

Orientacion y cl 
Hog~r Cristiano 1 

Pcgagogia 2 

Estudio inducti
vo de Marcos y Her 
meneutica 1 y 2 
Homiletica 1 

Al.)TIU).~ Rlc..O r. 2. 
Eticu-pcrsonal ·1 

Evangelismo 2 

:· '~-:· ~~ . 
. ... -- ·-·- ~· . 

Segundo aii.o · 

~.;r, . 
ene~:~s y Exodo 1 

Libros PoeticJs 2. 

Cristianismo Frot. 
e H~st. Pr"ot. en 
Am. Lat. 1 y 2 
Antro y Psicol1[1 y 
II. 
Homiletica 2 

Romanos y Galatas l 
y 2 

Teologia Bi~blica 
1 y 2 

Psicolo. pastoral 1 

Musica:Himn~logia 
y direccion 2 

Tercer afio 

Hist. y. Doct. 
Ro~'lno. l. j 2 

Jeremias 2 

del Cutol. 

Frograma de Ed. Crist. 
en. la Iglesia 1 
Etica social 1 

Isaias y Lit. Apo~alip
tica 1 y 2 

Teologia siste~~tica 
1 y 2. 

Creciwiento de ln 
Iglesia 1 
Sectas falsas 1 y 2 

En el grafico arriba el 1 y 2 eignifica el numero del eemes
tre. La. linea ------ indica lo _que los estudiuntes por ox
tension toruarian. Los cursoE .para el primer aiio scrian los que 
apart;d.en arriba de la linea ,ciebajo del titulo 11 primer afio 11

• 

Los curaos para el E egundo aiio de extension serian loE que 
aparecen debajo de la linea debajo del titulo 11 primer afio11 a.tc. 

Los cine o {)Ursos o.frecidos cada ano (aunquc ay'trcccn s cis en el 
grnfico). El e studiante por exte~1sion "L•uede to mar uno hasta cin
co segun su motivacion, tiempo dicpoaible, y rccursos econoni-

. cos. £st6. incluido reeursos economicos _.orque cl estudiD.ilte 
tiene que p::gar por la' matricula, cl 'curso~ sustextos y r.1nnuales, 
y los ga.st8s del ceatro Regi8nal. Lo.. m'"yoria. de los estudinntes 
tomnn dos crusos cadn semeEtre y termiaan en cinco a diez aiios. 
Si toman so~o un curso cada se~estre ter~ihnran en quince nfios. 
En Guatemala, haEta 10-l' afio 1. 968, solo tres han terminado en 
tres · afios (TEE pag. 309) 
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Los mntcriales y lao tituloE ganad:::~s s E. basan en el nivel aca
demico que tengan los eetudiantes. Los siguli.antes son los niveles 
acad6micoi-con sue correspondientss nivcles de estudio teo~ogicos 
y su titulo; (TEE png. 196) 

Titulo 

Certificado en Teologia 
Diploma·en Tcologia 
Bachillor "B" en Teolog. 
Bachiller nA" en T0olog. 

· Lic0nciatura en Tcolog. 

Nivel de aducacion general 

Tres a."oE: de priGJ.aria 
Seis ai1os de primaria 
Tres afios de secundaria 
Bachiller completo 
Geilte profesioaal o loe que t:t.enen 
por lo uh .. iJ.OE 2 -3 n.-~os ._c universidad 

C:::~n este plan ae ext~~~i6n es posiblo ~sco~dcr nl sisuicnte ti
tulo por medio de: 1) Tom<r mas educ~cion ge~eral y 2) Cample
tar algunos eetudios te6logicos del eiguicntc titulo. La i().ca 
es quo todoe estudien uri curso b~eico , ~c~o loe quo estudian 
pura.l?s ~itulos de Uiplomas, Bachiller. y Liceaciatqra tienen 
queterW.ihar algunas·'tarcae cada vez mas dificilcs segun el. titu
lo. El profesor ~mery da un ejemplo que repetimos aqui: BEn el 
curso de introduccion, un es~udiante del primer nivel estudiaru 
una leccion eobre los libros de la Biblia, un resumen de la histo 
·ria biblica, y algo de goografia. El cstudiante delregundo nivel 
haru esta leccion y tambien una lecci6n sabre ln f:)rmacion del 
canon. Un estudiante universitario podra hacer una leccion 
·m~s eobre los problemas presentados >~r el critico t~xtunl. Los 
curses son c ada vez mas !ftificiles para los estudiantes de los 
niveles superiores. Un estJ.dinnte··qtlien a£cicnde en r:u preparnci6n 
acndemica podra ascender ell su- nivel C:cl sc.!1J.l1ario por media de 
completar las leccLJnEs extras .. Su certificacion !fte gradLtado re
fleja el nivel de estudio ea el titulo que rccibe (TEE p6.g.95) 

PARTE V 

ALGUNOS ASUN'7'QS ESPECIFICOS SOBRE EL SEMEfARIO POR 
EXTENSION 

Calidad . de Educacion 

~a cnlidad de educacion en cl seGlinarJ.o por extea::.:ion debe ser 
mantenida igual como es espcrada del ~eminario tradici~nal. Se 
puede~logr11.r esto por medio de te.1er los !uiStil.)S requisites 
para entrar a estudiar, el mismo material.para el curso ~on cam
bios necesarios para sntisfacer la n~cesidad de cada sistema y 
los mismos exame.les que cubren la totalidad de la materia. 

Pero, que tal la calidad de educaci5n en los sEminnrios eocisten-, . . 
tes que Ofrecen cl prograrna por extension ? En ·algunos c asos es 
todnvia temprru1o para juzgar y en :::~tros la evaluacion se hizo por 
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c. Es el titulo que hemos dado a Mr. 1:14-45, "El Hinisterio 
~ublico"' el titulo . iirecis.o ? si I NO 

Res: Si 

6. A base del punta anterior ( No. 5) resuma en sus pr.Jpio.s p..'l 
ln.bras la r:izon por la cual hemJe escogido el titulo, 11El 
Ministerio PUb~ico", para Marcos 1:14-45. 

Casu. 
Clase 

PARTE VI .• 

SUGERENCIAS PARA PONER EN PRACTICA ESTE PLAN EN NUESTRO SINODO 

Nombre 

Es importante que escojamos · el nombre parr.. nuestro Se1:1inario por 
extension con mucho cuiCb.do. El a()mbre Institute Biblic·b , hoy 
en dia §ignifica algo rudimentario que sirve unicr~.mente pc:ra los 
laicos y los de poca cultura. Necesit2:nos un nonbre quo r.epresen
te una educacion surerior de teologia ·1o quo -en verdnd .es el pro 
grama de educncion teol.ogica por exte~1sion. Por otra parte tnl 
vez algunos pueden acuearnos de ser dcmasiado p;resuntutis·os si 
nombramos nuestra institucion por el noillbre ~~G Semi'letrio. Tam
bien, al noiltbrarlo semL1ar1.o , ~lgua:Js v2..n a t:J,i.l 'rlo. como un re
ehnzo de 11u~stro semj__uarJ..8 ·cETA de M6xico lo cunl a~ serin. ~ucs
tra. inteaci6n. 

Pre sen to los siguientes nombres pare c ,;u:id;.:;ra.ci6ti y c~iscusi6n: 

SETELA - Servicio Teologico Luter::cn.o .de A~rc.\dizaje. 

IDETE Instituto de Desarrollo Teol5e;ico. 
!'.! -

J· -· 
. ; 
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.· Planeacion 

Sugiero que el Retiro de Pastores nornbre r>rovisionalwentc:al Di
rector y a .. llos profcsores del seminario por extcnsJ.6n pn.rn. que 
sirvnn como un comite de planeaciSn con L.1. rcs]1oasabilic1ad de or
g.:nizac~on. Estos nombres seran luego presentn.dos al 9onscj~ Si
nodico en sus reuniones de Oct~bre para la aprobacion. El Comite 
tendria que hncer un estudio de cada congregn.cion luterana de Co
lombia para concretar cuantAs personas tendrian intcres en el 
Seminario por extension y· que nivel de cstudio necesitn.rian•· El 
comit'e fijara los cursos que ee:. van a ofrecer y posiblcwcnte fi 
jara el plan de estudio total o Si ·todb vn. bien, quizus poc!amos 
empezar l<1.s clases en Febrero de :1:.'!·9?1.-

Lugares y Frecuencia de Visitas 

1. Bogota ( Aqui se puede colabor~~ con el Secinario Biblico Uni
do de Medell'in q-u~ tiene centro de extension en ln. ciudad)·, 

2. Chiscas - El Cocuy (Un profes:->r puede e.ncn.rgarse de los dos. 
Se puede tener. un-c.c entro en solo un lugur para los dos o se 
puede tenerlo por separado). 

3. Socota (Un pr::>fesor puede ate'1der este ceutro desde Sogamoso 
o Tunja). 

4·. Sogamoso 
5.Tunja _ 
6. Paz de Ariporo -Orocue (Un profesor puedc atendcr estos cen

tres por separado). 
7. La DQrada ( Un profesor puede atcilderlo desde Bogotli) 

Cu ·ndo sea accesaro Cali puede colaborar c::>n el Semi.:;.1ario Biblico 
Unido que tiene muchos centres en el area. Bucaramanga ?U~de abrir 
un c-entro, pero hasta la fecha no hay con quien c olaborar. Lu fre 
cuencia de vicitas del profesor dej='cadc muclio del tiempo clisponie 
ble del profcsor y de los fondos que haya p~a pagar per el trans
porte. Se calcula que Bogota , Tunjn; y Sogamoso pueden tenor 
clnses cada S~MALA ; Paz de Ariporo, Orocue, y la Dorada pueden 
toner up,n clase cada mes, peio la clase de cuatro horo.s·. seguidas. 
El C ocu~5fAgocotn pueden tener clascs cada quince dias. Lo 
ideal seria tener clases mda s emann en cad<'. lugar o por lo me nos 

. cada quince dins, pero c :Jnsidorando que lo::; ··;rofes:"lres no traba
jar-~ por tier.1po completo y que el Costo .:le O:\iltcner visitns c::tda 
quince dins en ciertos lugares seria pro!libitivo, no podeoos 
seguir cl ideal. 

Nombramiento del Director y Profesores 

Procedimiento 

Como hemos dicho arriba, seria posiblc que los pastorcs y Evan-
gelistas congregr;.dos en el.Retiro de Pastorcs nombren :r;rovi-
sionalmcn~a al Director y .ct los Profesores -,-i.ue a la vcz coasti
tuirian el comite de planeacion. Luego 1 ·en Octubre cl Co:1sejo 
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Sinodico aprobarl.a .. el nombramiento· y fijarian el tiempo determi
nado -~~ara e jercer ESte nombramiento • 

Parn cualquier nombraaient::> posterior, la Junta Directiva del 
Seminario compuesto del nirector y Profesores presentnra los 
nombre·s de personas id6neas al C::mse jo Sinodico para su apro
bacion. Sin embargo en ei caso del director seria mejor que el 
Consejo Sr16dico se encargue del nombramiento y la a:t>robacion del 
candidate ,.nra la direccion J~l Seminario. La Junta Direc~iva 
puede, tal v~z, ·presentar :a~gunos UJmbres como sugereilcia. 

Req_,.tisi tos Necesari:Js para ser Director 

Seria aconsejable que el ·irectcr pueda dedicar un cuarto hasta 
media tiempo en ru trabajo para el seminario. J!'uera de esto el 
director debe tener l~s siguientes cualidades: 1) Deber poseer 
un conocimiento complelo del progr.ama de seminario por·.extension 
y un conocimiento ge:.1eral de la iastruccion ~::r::>grannda.' 2) De-
be mostrar interes en el program c::>mo esta ·siendo llevado·.a .ca
bo en la actualidad. 3) Debe tener experiencia en ensenar. Ji) 
Debe poseer un conocimiento general de la n'Ucva disciplina que 
se llama 11Dinamica de Grupos". 5) Debe tener capci:cidad de entre~ 
nar a los profesores en el programtt del seminario por extension. 
6) Debe, poseer un buen conocir:ti.E:nto de teologia y de las mn.t'erias 
que van ·a. ser presentadas en el plan de estudios. 7) Debe_·tener 
habilidad administrativa. 8) Debe poseer un titu~o de estudios 
post-graduados. 

Requisites Necesarios para ser ~rofesor 

Lo ideal seria que el profesor pueda trabajar por el tiempo ·com
l>leto, pero c::msiderando las necesidades· de pastores, no poc1emos 
pensar en eso, .. · Deslmes de nombrar lee primeros profesores, se
ria posible ·que otros, eea pastor o lai¢o 1 qnienes han asistido 
por un ano a las clases dirigidas por · el profesor, puedan ser 
nombrados para dirigi.r las mismas elases a· los ·prihcipiantes du
rante el segundo ano. Fuera .. ~e csto el profesor debe teaer lns 
siguientes cualidades: 1) Debe haber estudh~do el programa de 
sem:knario por extensi6n y prese:.1tado un examen sabre los concep
~osy 2) Debe saber co~o dirigir una ~iscusi6n y lo mejor sefia 
que haya estudiado algo de la "Din!i.mica de grupo 11 (Vense la bi
bliografia). 3) Seria mejor que tenga un titulo de estudios 
teologj_cos y un titulo de c. :etudios !J-ost.:..grndua·(ros o una buena 
experiencia en la ensciianza. 4) Debe vivir cere<:>. del oantro de 
cxtc lSi on , si es posible, porque si el prof esor tiene que 
viq.jar li'.rgas dist0acL1s, el c::.:sto au;;:~entaria mnsidernblemente. 

Cursos y MaterL~l 

La. Junta JJirectiva, o sea el director y los ]'rofi3sores, deben 
fijc..r no solo cl pl:J.a rle estudi::>s. tot-3.1, sL1o t:cr,1bicn los 
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curses que van a presentarse 1Jrimero. Ei arden dcpenc1e c:e las 
necesidades de los estudiantes y los recursoe dis~~onibles. 

La Junta Directiva ·tendra que revisr.r todo el mnterio..l ·. ya produ
cido para ver cual se i)Uede utiliznr e'J. nuestro progrnmt' .• No serA 
posible producir nuestro mnterial pirque el material programado 
cuestn mucho 'para producir y requiere tiempo y personal carecita
do ~~ra producirlo. Sin embargo, tal vez, sea£ beneficia produ
cir un curso especial de sociologia, psicol:>gin. y antropolog1<:~. 
a base de la realidad en Colombia. Tum bien tendri<uaos que ];Jroducir 
un curso de teologia sistematica. Empero, p~demos pouer cste 
curso pnra los cstudiaates del .segundo afio ~ tercero quienes ya 
han aprendido Qomo est~diar por su propin cuenta. Podemos escri
bir un manual que les guie 1 .r--ero que no cs complctamente programado. 

Apoyo y Acreditacion 

Es abF~lutamente indispensable que el semilli~io tenga el apoyo 
y acredi tacion por lo me nos de la Igles:i,a Ev.".llgelica Lutcrana
Sinodo de Colombia. Para lo~rar esto sugiero que el Coasejo 
Sinodico acepte el plan. y lo p;r:eseate a la .Asamblea General c' e 
la Ilgesia para que la Asamblea apruebe el plan y cree·.la institu
cion del seminario por ext~nsion al nombre que escoja. K• Asnm
blea tendria qre considerar los estatutos que el Comite de planea
cion present'e. 

Problemas 

Uno de los obstaculos para el progr~rna-sera lis distancias que 
los profesores tendrian que viajar a los ce"1tros y su correspon
diente c osto elevado • En Guatemala la clista.1cia mas lurga que el 
profesor tiene que viajar es de 250 Kms. Aqui, tendrem::>s dist.:ln
cias mucho mayores. Debido a las distancins tambien, ho..bra ·.un 
problema en cuanto a reunir a los estudiantes cada mes en el 
Centro Principal o Regional. Posiblcmente, podawos reunir a los 
estudiantes de dos 0 tres centros de exte,J.sion del area ~~mra un 
centro Regional. Podamos reunir a todos los estudin.ntes del 
Seminario en un lugar para una orientaci5n 1 m.cdio- semeetz:e y 
graduacion final. 

Relacion con el Centro de Estudios Teologicos Augsburgo 

Debemos comunicarles en el CETA que siempre es nuestro dese::> apo
yar su labor y enviarles estudiantes. de Colombia. Esperamos que 
nuestro seminario por extension nos uyude a solucionar problemas 
que el CETA no es capaz de ayudar, per::> que !10 sea uc competcncia 
para el CET&. Esperamos que nuestro seminario por extension pro
duzca aun mfts estudiantes para el CETA .aunqae sea Cl1 otro plan. 
Nosotros al vcr capcidades intelectuales superiores en un joven 
que da promesa de ser un te5logo creative, le enviaremos al CETA 

' 
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para esturlios especiales si ha terminado sus cursos en nuestro 
scillinario en Colombia o para ter~nar EUS estudios en el CETA. 

Seria bien s olicitar al CETA 1ue mnsideren la posibilidud de abrir 
un departament::> de extension del misoo CI:TA. En tttl caso ·lo que 
tenewos aqui formaria p8.rte de dicho clepartnmento. El CETA podria 
entonces, estnbleoer las normas de la educncion teologica por exten
si6n, producir los ma teriales necesarios , hacer los G Xamenes para 
que los e studiantes ·por ·ext~r1Si:on presenten los wisr.1os ex:lmenes 
que presentan los e.st~dia.nte.:S r.eEidentes en el CETA, y conclH>Ee. 
los titulos. se'gliri ·el nivel del estudinate. 

/mam. 



PROYECTO DEL PRESUPUESTO 

PARA EL IEL-SC 

SEMINARIO POR EXTENSION 

ANO 1.970. 

Comite de Planeacion 

Cuutro reuniones Viajes ••••••••••••••••••••• $ 
ComidaS •••••••••••••••••••• 

Utiles y correspondencia .~ ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Compra de mQteriales •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••• 

TOTAL para 1.970 •••••• $ 

A.No 1.971 

PRESUFUESTO DE GASTOS DE INVERSION 

Ce~tro de Extension 

9i, mesas gra.ades con 8 sillas •••• C/U $ 
91 tnbleros ••.................• 
9t Cartelerns •••••••••••••••••••• 
9! Armarios con llaves para libros 
4i grnbadoras "C assete"•••••••••• 
~ libros para cada centro •••••• 

iS03 

Centro Regiol1al 

3! mesas gr~~des con 8 sillas ••• C/U 
50o3libros para la Bibliotec~ ••• 

1 armaria con llaves para libros 

4oo,oo 
50.oo 
4o·~oo 

· 6oo·.oo 
l.ooo.oo 

30.oo 

4oo.oo 
30.oo 

l.OOO.oo 

300.oo 
4oo·,oo 
lOO.oo 

4oo.oo 

1.200.oo 

3.6oo.oo 
450.oo 
360.oo 

5·.4oo.oo 
4·.eoo.oo 

40.~500 .• 00 

54.310.oo 

1.200.oo 
15.660.oo 

l.OOO.oo 

$ 17.200.oo 

Total de gastos de !~version 71.510.oo 

NOTAS; 
1. Posibleil1ente exic.tan ya en. las iglcc.i<e:.s c:1 d~:n~:c pcnsamos 

ru.,lizar lus c lases. 
2. P'Jsiblcmc >1te ao serian nez.esarias por un ticmpo 
3 • Hay la posibiliclnd de c JLlseguirlos gratis ;)or ;;mdio del 

FD•1do de Educacion Teol5gica. 

PRESUPUESTO DE CUENTAS CORRIENTES 

EGRESOS 
Admii:listracion 

Sueldo- Secretaria ~ tiempo parcial (2 dias por scraana 
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~00 horas con prestaciones socialcs a $ lO.oo 
t!orresponJencia y partes ••••••••••••••.• 
Sorvicio de mimeSgrafo ••.••••••••••••••••••••. 
Utilcs de escritorio •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• 

Vic:.j es 
Comite de planeacion (enero y febrero) ••• 

$ 

Centro de extension ( tra,lsporte J: :)r bt.ls y avian, 
comida calculada a $ 35.oo por dia) 

Cniscas- El Cocuy (cada 15 dins por 3 ~ias) 
Vi.:::.je ••• 
c o:1ic\:1. ••• 

Socotn (cnda 15 dias por 2 di<'.s) 
Vi.-:1j c •••• 
Com.i;Ja ••• 

Orocue y Paz (:e Ariporo (ca.~1a r.1:~ ~7 di;cs) 
Vl.>. J o •••• 
Comid<?.. .... 

La Dorada (cada m~s p0r 3 di.:s)Via.jc •••• 
Comida ••• 

Retiros 
Orie~tncion p~a profesores (2 veces alan~ pori 
2 dins ) Vinje •••• 

Comida ••• 

$ 

3Z.. 

9.ooo·.oo 
500.oo 
300·.oo 

. 500.oo 

l0.300.oo 

4oo.oo 

1·.44o.oo 
2.620.oo 

· 960.oo 
l.680.oo 

4.320.oo 
2.940.oo 

480.oo 
1.260.oo 

16.:wo.oo 

1LJ-o. oo 
68o.oo 

Centro Regio~al ( 4 veces al aiio y t Ot~::>s c.. un lugar) . 
Vinje...... 1~.320.oo 

ConfereJ.1Cistas especiales para el Cec1tro regio:1al 5 .• 100. oo 

TOTAL $ 17.~240 .• oo 

Total del presupuesto de cuentns corrientes ( !===~~~~~~~~~=== 
INGRESOS 

Matricula: Por semcstre Por <:1fio 

(Nivel dip Joma) 25 estu<liaates a $ 20. oo C/U $ l.OOO.oo 
Pension ( Nivel dinloma) 

25 estudin.~1tes a $ 30. ooC/U por ,unte¥ 
ria (2) ...••.... ················· 3.000.oo 

TOTAL $ 4.ooo.oo 

.......... SUBSIDIO NECESARIO 
US $ a $ 19.oo 
Por estudiante 
P::>r estc1di"'.:1te. 

us ~~ 
• • • • • • • UEl $ 

pesos$ 

Gnstos para el estuJiru1te del nivel diploma JOr 
Matricula ••••••••• 

Pe;.1sion ( 2 cur.sos por sc. .. iestre ) ••••••••••••• 
Libras ( pr.omodio $50 por mat.) •••••.•••••••••• 
Comida en centro reg1onal •••••••••••••••.•..•••• 

Total de gastos por est~dia~te por Gila 

afb: 

39.640.oo 
2.086.oo 

83.45 
1.585.60 

4o.oo 
120.oo 
200.oo 
120.e>o 

480.oo 
================== 
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Si:;MINAHY ~!3L!.ST-OFF" IN CVL{AII13IA 
Arnf~ld c. Morek 

For more than a year the Colombia Synod has been wor~ing out plans for its 

program for theological training by extension. In ~anuary, 1971, the annual con-

vention of the Synod created "Selite" (Servicio Luterano de Instrucci6n Teologica 

nor i~xtension). 

In April Lutheran leaders from Per!S, Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Colombia, 

Guatemala and Mexico met at Bogota in consultation on this exciting new Latin 

American concept of theological training. Steps were taken for coordination in 

the preparation of programmed self-traching materials, and Spanish-spee~ing Lutheran 

residence seminaries were requested to consider establishing extension programs 

with e.ccredit6oti.On of extension studies. TheEe relationships are still under study. 

other Protestant seminaries in Guatemala, Bolivia and Colombia have for so~e time 

been accrediting extension orograms. The Augsburg Lutheran Seminary in Mexico is 

a member of ALET (Latin American Association of Theological Schools). 

At the present writing (August ~1, 1971). Colomhia Synod's extension program 

is just getting off the ground, ~ith four exten~ion centers. Two of these started 

early in August.· Two others will be going by the middle of Seotcmber. 

Total enrollment is predicted at about 40 students. An estimated 25 •,.;ere 

expected when plans for the extension program began. It is on:y natural, however, 

to expect some drop-outs. 

•selite", while starting ns a lay training ~rogrem, is shaped so that serious 

students can over a longer oeriod of time acquire equivalent training to that of 

a traditional residence seminary. Theoretically, e good student can complete in 

six years the equivalent of a three-year formal seminary course, while he continues 

to work at his job, supporting himself, and famih·, if married. It may well tai<:e 

him longer. Each student is allowed to work at the self-teaching materials at his 

own oace. However, it is advantageous to ;{eeo about the s11me DACe cs others in his 

extension center, with whom he meets periodically (together with teachers) in a 

group dynamics situation for discussion, review and tests. . . . ~-



!3eminary "Blast-off" in Colombia 2. 

The extension conceot focuses on the mature, natural community leader who 

is already active in his church. With the programmed, self-teaching materials and 

periodical class sessions, he acquires on-the-job training which equips him more 

and more for the varied ministries of the church. Thus, he is not trained away 

from his native environment (which is so often the case when younger students go 

abroad for seminary training), but is trained within the vital context of his daily 

life and community. 

While it is too early to evaluate this in-service training pro~ram, pioneers 

in tbe concept, such as the Presbyterians in Guatemala, are already seeing good 

results after about eight years of operation. The United Bible Seminary of Colombia 

reports ten resident sttldents enrolled this year and over ~0 extension students. 

While tte extension concept he e its wea;enesees, it has decided advantages. It may 

be one of the important answere to vital church growth and self-support. It 

involves a revolutionary end more of a New Testament concept of the ministry, based 

not eo much on academic degrees as on the spiritual function of paetoring the 

Christian flock. Pray with us as we work, end watch and hope in Him who called us 

to his ministry end said "Go"~ 



Ja 
( i 

( 

SERVICIO LUTERANO DE INSTRUCCION TEOLOGICA 
POR EXTENSION 

D CARRERA 13 No, 55-56- TELEFONO 353465 • APARTADO AEREO 53005 - CABLE: CELMOSA c::___ BOGOTA 2, COLOMBIA 

Fl\Oih Arnfeld o. Morek 

Meld.oo Oity, June 14, 1972 Lutheran ExteneiOil Seldnariea OrJt!!!!ze an! 
Oall Coordinator 

Representa.Uvea of Lutheran extenaion sead:naries in Peru, Bolivia, Ecii.Uldor, 

'Venezuela, Ool011b1a an4 Mesioo Mt at Augab\arg Lutheran SeairJ!u-y, Mexico 01 Q', 

JWM 8-10, 1972, to aeei: a more effective cooperation in cw-ricW.WI and the pre-

para Uon ot eel t- tea chill&~ progratr.nae4 • ter1als. 

Participating in the Oonaultation were& 88bert Andrews, Bolivia; Robert 

Engwall, PentJ John L. Jobneon, 8JtadorJ Rudolph Blank, Venezuela) Ray Rosales, 

MexicOJ Amfeld c. Morolt and Patteaniaa WUches, Colombia (thtt latter as President 

of ELQ-Golombla Syuod)J Inger L. Nielsen in reoreaentaUon of South Ameriea Lutheran 

Mission of Norway in E:quadorJ Edpr Keller, representing '£exes t'ietrict or the 

LutherRn Ohurcb - Mies~ri SynodJ tr~odore Bachman, Executive Secretary of the 

aoard of 'Theological Edt.tcation ot the l.OAJ · C · ~~~· 1~4h ./1-~ 
~~ I r .r~-P-~o . 

!be Consultation (second ot 1te nature~ bei in Bogotl, pril, 1971) 

voted to create a OOntinuing ao.mittee on ~utheran theological &xteneion Seminaries, 

composed of the directors ot I..utheran extension aead.naries in Latin America. Elected 

e.a officers of the Committee verea President, Arnfeld c. 1-iorelq Vice ?resident, 

Rudolph Blank; Secretary, John L. Johnson. Augeburg Seminary of Mexico will 

adzainiater the Oouittee•a finances. A total budget of $2,,200.00 wua ap~roved 

tor 197,, and $25,900.00 for 1974. Thla ineludea office, administration, editors• 

honorarlume, initial training ot writers, initial printing of materiala, ealaey 

and housing for a full-time coordinator. 

The Committee has extended a call to Prof. R~aymond Rossle·s of Augeburg Semine.ry, 

Mexico (with ratirication of aald school) to coordinate the extension ~rograme ot 
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Lutheran htns1on &em1.nar1ee Orp.Dize ed 
Qall Oaor41aat.or 2. 

The LW'I, Departaeai. ot Obw-cb Coopentloa, is bein& aelcocl tor a crut to 

cover the a41d.IU.stn.Uoa·wpt end the Kbaioa Boards ot the Al.C. LQ& eel Lo-tts 

tor the ealaey b1td.&et. 

Ov-er 100 etwlents ·are now enrolle4 1ft L&Un American Lutheran E.xt.ena1oa 

hii1Dariea. 

Accordinc to a 1971 aanq •ds bJ Ol.AH (Latia .Aiaerioaa 0..1tt..e oa 

!beolopeal TeXts). tbere an 4,878 people stu4Jiag theology bF eateuioa in 

Spanish-apeak1Dg Latin Atqrloa ani 1,400 in inud.l • 

co -Milton Oleoa 
Freel Pankow 



1. Ocmaul ta.Uoo at AugebuJ>« Sea1naJ7• Nelli• Cl~,. .Jt.me 6-10, 1972. • Ll&tberan 
extension aealnariea. I.ett to l'iptl l.rofeld c • .Moree_ Co101abla; Patlaaa1tt.a 
W1lohes• OolombleJ t4pr Keller. texas; Jobert Aadreva. Bolldar- llclclolpb Jlauk, 
VeDttZWtlaJ RaT ao .. tee. llexicOJ Iaaer Jllel .. n of tlo~.t ora call to Squadctr 

(hidden 1n part by Ba7 Roaalea)J &obert. iD.pall. PentJ lola Jobuon. lf&tlador, 
'fbeodore Bachman.. U.S.A..J B111Hr c. lrauae• Preeid.eat of AQcatK&ra S.-iaaey. 
Mexleo. 

2. Pastor A! ftro Llpez. Ph.S,dent. of Luthe1'8Jl Cb.trcb - llexlco .,.._ ud Ohairaa 
ot Board of' P.egenta of' Augs'INrc Semiurr. lle&lco. aacl Paator Paaeaqlaa llllchea. 
President ot ELC - Colombia 87DOC1, ahalce haMs at'tel' the 8oaJ'cl YOt.ed to 
establish an extension departaout and to back the ezteuioa ...tarl.ea S.n 
calling Prof'. ltaz Boaalea •• their cooril•tor. 

'· Pastor Alftro L&pcz 1• thamcu b7 Paat.or Arnfeld o. ti(orck ot Ool•ld.a, 
President of Continuing Coni ttee tor Latin A~~er1can LutheraA EXteaa1oa Seataartea. 

4. Pt"ea1dent Hilmer c. lra.use of Augabur& S.•laar7 (left) eDIIi..,. a PI'GCftlaed 
courae ln the BoOk of' Acta beirc prepared ia ColOIIbta. 

5. Meeting of Augabllrg &eainaq's Soard of Regents,. Jlexloo at.t¥. 411M 12-1'• 1972. 
t..rt to r1&ht: Prof'. iatebaJt lllciarteJ l'aetor faueoiae Vt.lohe•• Ool•b1aJ 
Dr • .Jorge Corzo. Colombia (replacing Seontar,. Alton•• Coree); hetor lbaeael 
helgeaon, AbO Araerican Kiaaicme~ Pastor l'red Parakow. LC - Xo. 8Jll04 Seoretal7 
tor Latta AalericaJ Pastor 'll.Uiolpb at.-, Veaezuel&l Panor JIUtlla& 01--. 
Mexico; Paat.or Al.Yaro L&pe:. Cbltme.n of Joar4J 'Prot. H.O. l.l'a1llle• l'nndent 
of Sem1DA17J Pastor Mcdarclo a&oes. Oezatl'al Allerlca. JU.ealug fna photo le 
Jtaator Heae of Mexico. 



Bogota, Colombia 
December 10, 197} 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Co-Extensi6n (Coordinating Committee for Lutheran Extension Seminaries in Spanish 
America) met in Bogota, Colombia, December )-6, 197), for its third meeting since 
its creation in June, 1972. The Committee is made up of the directors of the 
Lutheran extension seminaries in Spanish-speaking America. 

Present at the Bogota meeting were: Almer Fenner, Bolivia; Robert Engwall and 
Edelmiro Cort~s, BerU; Richard Erickson and Kore Eidem, Equador (the latter as 
observer for the Norwegian. South America Mission); Neem!as D!az, Mexico; and 
Arnfeld C. Morek, Colombia. Missing were Rudy Blank, Venezuela, and Carlos Ml.estre, 
Uruguay, invited to report on the new extension program just opened in that country 
last July. 

Among other business, the Committee sharpened up its working objectives, took 
steps to clarify relations .with Augsburg Lutheran Semjnary in Mexico City, 
assigned the writing of several programmed study manuals to respective authors, 
and tried to select a Lutheran candidate for a specialized course in extension 
teaching. 

This course, geared to train 10 Latin American educators as specialists in extension 
teaching, has already entered its first stage, a survey to be-made in the candidates• 
home areas. Specialized study and training in directing teaching workshops will 
start early 1974 at the Presbyterian Seminary in Guatemala. The men trained in 
this program will hopefully become trainers of others: extension teachers and 
writers of programmed self-teaching materials. 

The need for both is great. 
Institutions and Seminaries) 
theology by extension in the 
extension programs. 

ALISTE (Latin American Association of Extension 
reports that there are now ll,OOOpeople studying 
different Latin American countries, in 80 different 

All this means a new and daring concept of the Christian ministry and a more 
practical on-the-job training for the varied ministries in the church. It is an 
attempt to raise the academic training of thousands of functional pastors of fast
growing churches in Latin America, the majority of whom have scarcely an elementary 
education. Ironically, the historical churches (Lutheran, Presbyterian, Anglican) 
who have ~nsisted on high academic standards for the ministry, have grown painfully 
slow in comparison to the new evangelicals. While striving to improve the training 
of many lay workers (some of whom may become ordained pastors in the course of time), 
we are convinced that ordination is not something contingent on a university degree. 
Rather, it sho'..lld be contingent on the nastoral function, the church's approval 
of and blessing on men whom God has called and anointed for a given ministry, 
and the confidence of those they serve. 

We referred, above, to theological education by extension as embodying a new 
concept of the ministry. Perhaps it is rather an old~~ that of the early 
church: Jesus teaching His disciples; Paul teaching Timothy, Titus, Aristarcus, 
Trophimus and Mark ••• and they did it without programmed materials. They were 
"programmed" by the Spirit of God. 

-- Arnfeld C. Morek 



CO - EXTENSION 

Informe del presidente (y Coordinador interino) a la reunion conjunta con SEMLA, Mexico, 
D. F., Junio 11-12 de 1974. 

I. Historia de Co-Extension y sus relaciones con SEMLA. 

A. Consulta de Bogota, 20-22 de Abril~~!· 

El primer paso concreto tornado por los seminaries luteranos de extension 
en Hispanoamerica hacia la coordinacion fue la Consulta de Bogota en Abril 
(20-22) de 1971, convocada y costeada mayorrnente por el Seminario Luterano 
Augsburgo de Hexico. Asistieron los directores de los programas de extension 
en Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Peru y Bolivia. Por motives de salud, 
el entonces Rector de Sernla, Prof. Hilmer Krause, no pudo asistir, pero mando 
con el director del Plan 70, Prof. Ramon Rosales, un mensaje grabado. Ademas, 
fueron presentados importantes estudios sobre varies aspectos del ministerio 
cristiano por: Prof. Edgar Keller, Prof. Ramon Rosales, y los pastores Mario 
Jacobson y Rodolfo Blank. 

En dicha Consulta se resolvio: 

1. Nombrar al Pastor John Johnson como coordinador, especialmente en lo que 
refiere a la preparacion de materiales autodidacticos y la consecucion 
de personas idoneas para escribir tales materiales; 

2. Gestionar con los Seminaries luteranos en Hispanoamerica la creacion 
de departamentos de extension y recomendar a las escuelas de extension 
afiliarse con los seminaries en lo que fuera posible y deseable; 

3. Tomar el concepto de las respectivas iglesias sobre la formacion de una 
asociaci6n de seminaries luteranos de extension (Vease Acta Abril 71, VI, 
Recomendaciones). 

B. Consulta de 11exico, Junio 8-10, 1972. 

A esta Consulta, realizada en el Seminario Augsburgo, asistieron los 
directores de seminaries luteranos por extension en Hispanoamerica, mas el 
Prof. H. C. Krause, Rector del SEMLA; Prof. Edgar Keller; el Dr. Theodore 
Bachman, en representaci6n de las Juntas misioneras de Norteamerica; la 
Srta. Inger Nielson, de la !1is:.on Luterana Noruega de Ecuador; el Pastor 
Pausanias Wilches, presente de la IEL-SC, y otros observadores. 

En resumen, se resolvio: 

1. Organizar un comite coordinador irtegrado por los directores de Semi
naries Luteranos de Extension; 

2. Pedir a las Juntas Misionera3 norteamericanas y ala F.L.M., financiar 
el proyecto; 

I I I i).._ 



3. Pedir a SEHLA permitir que el Comite asesore al coordinador (un profesor 
de SE1·1LA), y que administre los fondos del Comite bajo la autorizacion 
del Coordinador; 

4. Elegir Mesa Directiva del Comite: 

Presidente - Arnfeld C. Norck, 
Vicepresidente - P.~dolfo Blank, 
Secretario - John L; Johnson; 

5. Llamar al Prof. Ramon Rosales como coordinador de los seminaries por ex
tension, especificandole los deberes de tal cargo; 

6. Especificar l~s funciones del Comite; 

7. Se elaboro el presupuesto para los afios 1973 y 1974; 

8. Se elaboro un plan basico de estudios a recomendar a los seminaries de 
extensio~, pidiendo, a la vez, a estos que presentasen planes de estudio. 
que reflejaran mejor las necesidades actuales de las iglesias de America 
Latina; 

9. Se comisiono al presidente del Comite para gestionar la solicitud de fondos 
de las entidades patrocinadoras, y al llamaniento del coordinador •.• lo 
que en efecto se hizo en seguida, con la autorizacion de SEMLA. (Vease Acta) 

C. Primera Reunion de Co-Extension, :-iexico, Junio 11, 1972. 

Basandose en las decisiones de la consulta, inclusive el nombramiento de 
la Mesa Directiva, el Comite procedio a la consideracion de: 1) Una comisi6n 
editorial; 2) escritores de materiales autodidacticos y 3) varies asuntos 
de protocolo, (vease acta). 

D. ~iones tornadas por el Consejo General del SEMLA en su reunion de Junio 12 y 
13 gue se relacionen a Co-Extension. 

1. Se recibio el informe del presidente de Co-Extension y su recomendacion 
de crear un departamento de ext ens ion del SE1·lLA, el nombramiento de un 
Coordinador de los seminaries por ext<Jnsion y que SEl·lLA llevara la conta
bilidad de Co-Extension. ··-

2. Se torr.aron las siguiente3 resoluciones, que citamos textualmente del actc: 

A. Seminaries de Extension: 

Considcrando el exito del Plan 70 del SEl-1LA en la preparacion de 
laicos y considerando la necesidad de coordinar las actividades 
de los Seminarins de Ext8nsi6n en Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Venezuela y Peru, Resuelvase establecer un departamento de Extension 
del SEHLA. 
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B. Se acordo accptar las peticion~s solicit~das por el comite continuRdor de 
los seminarios por Extension, a saber: 

l) Ncmbr·ar un coordinador qce sea m.i~mbr::> clc:•_ cue:;..,po docente del SEHLA y 
que dicho coordinador sea ase~o~~do_ por el Comit~ continuador de los 
Seminar.ios por Exte:nsion. 

2) Que SemJa lleve lR contabilidad de los :fondos del Comi.te Continuador. 

C. Se acordo c...utorizar al Comite C":lntir..uc:.-_~or para ho.cer l:..amamiento al Prof. 
Ramon Ros3les cc;no CoordinadOl"' del Dep:trtanento de Extension de SEtiLA y 
de los Seminaries de E:r:t ~ns ion. 

D. Se autoriz6 a la Facult<-d del SE!·lT,A par;.: contra tar los servicios de un 
coordinador del Plu.n de los 70". 

3. Se resolvio sugeri:r a los cPar;--os constituyn!tes cuA adelanten ges:.:ion8s en sus 
respectivas iglesias co"1 ni:_'?S c.. p-:-·:;:>::.trar, cl::mtro del elencnto latino a pastores 
que :ro,irian :lcgRr a ce:.·, c" el futuro, ])l'OfesoreF del S"Sl·1LA o en los programas 
de Extension. (V8ansz Act?.~ .::EH::.,_\, Jt1nio b72). 

Cabe dccir que, :Oasddo en las rr:e;:cion<c:ts acdr-nes d~ :. Consulta de Hexico, 
la Pri:n<:>ra Reunion de Cc-::::.-.tension j' dP ~ 2or:sejo •_,;ener.?.l de SD!LA, fue llamado 
el Profesor R0sales co,->u Cu.::;rc.i •-?.do:"~ carev qu.s ocut:a a pdrtir de enero del 
afi0 1973, y se ha co-:-;eguido el buen c:poyo fin2.11cie:'o de las t:c-es Juntas t·1isio
neras de las Igl-esic:ts l'Jo-_~ ;:ec.;ter.ir:anc.s dt J.a l:0rlc i·iission Prayer League y de la 
Federacic•; Lute:c·-._ma Eund;: '-· Eel la. u.us~::;cic. rl"'~- F.cofcsc':' Losu.les, que viene 
hacienda estudios de doc·t_:::>l'e.do, je a1;osto 197:} de 1g74, el suscrito ha servido 
como Coo:.--dim_:lor intel'ino. :\itemas, COJ'O so: s;:',e, l cts senoritas Eleanor Schulz 
y Rt.cth Ts::>;:>le ltar; c.l:endido los ast:ntos r'_c secrnar:a en la oficina central de 
Co-Extension, en los predi0s dal SE:1LA. 

£1 Pastor l!eemi.=-. s Didz ha vPni.:'o dirigiodo eJ_ ?J ?_n 70 eel t·:e}dco. 

II. ~1archa Gene1•al de C:..-Bxtens..~.or.. 
-·-----·--~-----¥-- ------

A. Otras Re~~iones: 

l. l·:.sdellin, C<~~-cmbi_a, cr,ero, 1972 

Se reunio el Cumit2 cr: L:, ~:.tv1~ .. ' de :'iod~L.b, en conexicn con la Consul ta 
Internacionv.l que hubo, la cu?l <E:S . _ ll'~ a ;.~.iste (Asocic:.c ;_em Lati.nr-~rr,2,.,-:_ 
cana de Inst::_tucj.or:es y .::;er,•:i_:,c:lriss Tcologicos pol' Extc1sion). 

En esta reunion i'~c Co-:S;.ctensi_c::;. Ec elc>:Ooro nn plan c~e trabajo y pro
cndii:lieT1to en cuanto 2. 1 '"'.3 :nanuscl'i ens de rna tt-J.'ial"S autcdidacticos, 
( Vease 2Cta) . 



2. Bogota, diciembre, 1973. 

Ya que se han leido en la presente reun1on las aetas de diciembre de 1973, 
documento que formara base para parte de nuestro trabajo en el memento, solo 
me voy a referir a las preocupaciones principales de esta pasada reunion: 

'I-, 

1) Las relaciones entre SEHLA y Co-Extension, motive principal de la presente 
reunion (vease numeral VI del acta, y el documento de SEMLA.) 

2) Adiestramiento de personal docente y escritores. Como se sabe, el comite 
hizo grandes esfuerzos para "f>eclutar 11 al menos un educador luterano para 
cursar los estudios de especializacion ofrecido por Aliste. Seleccionamos 
a 6 posibles candidates, pero ninguno de ellos podia aceptar debido a com
promises de trabajo. 

3) Se trat6 de definir mas especificamente los objetivos de Co-Extension, 
(vease ~eta, numeral XX). 

B. Talleres y otras Actividades del Comite. 

El Coordinador organize un taller para personal docente y escritores, que se 
llevo a cabo en el Seminario Presbiteriano de Guatemala, en Junia del 73, dirigido 
per personal de Aliste. 

En Julio del mismo ano, el Coordinador visito a todos los programas luteranos 
de extension, menos el Institute Juan de Frias Je Venezuela. Ensefiaba la Evangeli
zacion en el Encuentro Anual de SELITE en El Cocuy, Colombia y edit6 su Manual 
sabre la Evangelizacion en forma programada ~ntes de viajar para el Norte. 

El suscrito coordinador interino tuvo el placer de ensefiar en el Encuentro 
General del Instituto Juan de Frias en Ciudad Guayana, Venezuela, junto con el 
Prof. Roberto Huebner, en marzo del presente afio. Tambien le ha tocado la organi
zacion de varias r~uniones, como la de Co-Extension en diciembre, la presente, la 
de la Directiva cie Aliste en Febrero, y el Taller de Aliste qne se llevara a cabo 
en Bogota los dias 17 al 21 de junio. Este es uno de los varies talleres dirigidos 
per los 9 primeros candidatos del plan de especializacion de Aliste que en estos 
mesas se estan realizando. En Julio, 8 al 12, habra otro en Bolivia auspiciado por 
Co-Extension y Aliste. 

Durante las mismas fechas, el Prof. Roberto Huebner estara ensefiando hermeneutica 
en el Encuentro General de SELITE en Sogamoso, Colombia, la segunda vez el y SEMLA 
colaboran directamente en los programas de P.Xtension, fuera de Mexico, en el presente 
afio. 

En muchas maneras hemos experimentado las bendiciones de Dios, pero hay una cosa 
que especialmente me preocupa, y es que hemos hecho el menor progreso en el area 
de actividad que representa nuestra mayor razon de ser, o sea en la preparacion 
de mat-eriales autodidacticos. La verdad "'S que todavia no hemos encontrado a per
sonal idoneo que disponga del suficiente tiempo para realizar tales escritos • 

• ' 5" 
-- --------------



Ademas, la mayor!a de nosotros somos todavia inexpertos en la tecnica de la 
programacion. Perc poco a poco se anda lejos. 

Hermanos, que sigamos andando .... perc un poco mas aprisa! 

Arnfeld C. Horck 
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TEE BY DUGOUT 
A C. Morek 

Theolo~~al Education by Extension (TEE) goes on 
in strangely different places and circumstances. 
Sometimes~ in cities with college graduates, 
sometimes in palm~thatched huts with men of scanty 

· formal ~ducation, but amazingly self-taught. 
Today I want to tell you about a teaching workshop 

· recently held at El Banco, a town of over 1.000 people 
· jusf above the mouth of the Pauto River in Colombia, 
S.A. 

Fred (who took 'off time from his Grade XI Alberta 
Correspondence Course) and I went _ by car to 
Villavicencio on the edge of the Eastern Plains. The 

· trip was uneventful except for waiting our tarn to cro5s 
·the narrow .army bridge at the spot where a recent 

• landslide buried nine buses and other vehicles with 
• om 400 people. 

<The next- morning Bob Finke, an independent, 
missionary;, flew us to Orocue in his tiny one-motor 
plane~ The one and one-half hour flighHook us over 
rivers and grasslands dotted with patches of trees. The 

·gray zebu cattle and giant white cranes wae specs on 
the green. Next day (Sunday) we had two services 
with the little group at Orocue. Monday we tossed our 
knapsacks into the huge dugout and specl down the 
Meta River, with Oodo'miro Camargo at the helm. 
Powered by a 25 h.p outboard Yamaha;this hollow 
log, 39 feet long and 5- feet wide, makes an excellent 

, - craft. Made by one of the believers, it was bought by 

6- The Shepherd 

We begin our trip down the Meta 
River with our helmsman; 
Clodomiro Camargo. 

the church for about 222 dollar_s, considerably less 
than commercial value. On the way, we stopped at a 
palm-thatched farmhouse whose walls were largely 
made of lumber from the "St. Paul", our old riverboat, 
now dismantled. By late noon we reached our 
destination; El Banco, about a 30-minute run up from 
the mouth of.the Pauto: Here we were to work for a 
week with three extension students: Juan Saenz, who 

· pulls or fills teeth and makes dentures; Clodomiro 
Camargo, a practicing, 5elf-trained medic who travels 
with his Bible, stethoscope, syringes, and a supply:of 
drugs; Ambrosio SogamosoJ a sawyer, now trying to 
eke out a living with his family on a plot of ground 
cleared in the jungle. 

We worked in two areas: The doctrine of the Holy 
, Spirit, and Practical Homiletics. Bible texts~ were 

analyzed and outlined, then expounded at the evening 
services by the students. Mutual criticism w~ made in 

· next·_ day's sessio11~ The visiting teacher-preacher 
managed to coach ·from behind the scenes except for 
Sunday morning and one evening when-he spoke on 
sanitation and nutrition as related to spiritual health. 

Even though these plainsmen usually have enough 
plantain, cassava root, and meat to fill.' their 

. stomachs; they obviously suffer from malnutrition and 
tropical parasites. Beef, tough or tender, sells on the 
plains for eight pesos a pound (about .29 U.S.). But a 
chicken, sold live, brings 100 to 120 pesos (about 
$4.40 U.S.). Malaria, at one time almost extinct in this 
area, is now on the increase.· We slept each J}ight with 
our hammocks protected by mosquito nets. . . , 

Fred cheerfully faced the inevitable consequences of 
being a "P.K." when asked by those who led the 
meetings to "give his testimony". He was well r~ceived 
and enjoyed t~e trip even though he didn't get to see 
any "chiguiros" (tapirs) and monkeys in the wild He 



Working with three extension stud~ts,at E1 Barioo. 

. . . 

minister to these people. It seems he knows everybody 
andisloved and trusted by all. He now sees themgent · 

,. . need~ t(!achlng as well as, preaching. These groups 
' are Wmg visited by self-appointed, roving evangelists · 

Who mnfUSe and divide the new b'elievers, trying to .get 
a follnwing for thems~ves. Yet; at all the points where 
we taught, there was a positive response to 
O~iro's challenge to remain loyal t9 the Lord and 
to. be seiVed by our church: Even though we were 
teaching rather than preaching on this trip, a whole 

, family at one place spOntaneously decided for Christ. 
, . At aaether, our last night .on the river,. eight new 

.Jnemtaers were received and given communion .. • 
· ... · NeJit morning, at 4:15, t~otor began p.:.Shing us 

·' upstNBm~ We reached Trlriidad. at 7:30,. on time to 
···catch an ailing DC-3 to Paz de 'Ariporo7Ht>te we spent 

' ,. ·a la.g ~eekend . ·with.', Benjamin 9Jeda. (recent 
did eat chiguiro and. turtle meat. Population is gradaate from A!Igsburg ~Lutlteran. ' Sem~ in 
mushrooming ~ong these ··rivers; with banana. and MexiCo) . and his~ -:oongr~gatlon_.~;~ 'participating ~n 
orange plantations breaking . through the · jungle services · and closipg <:: exercises of the school 
vegetation that fringes the banks. Iguanas and turdes Enrolment was over 200-this Year: 
stared placidly from tree trunks as we .passed. Rich ·• M.day, a(4:45 a~m., we startedby bus for Yopal, 
varieties. of colorfUl birds· supplied the background Soganoso and back to Bogota. The first lap of the 

·music for the motor's constant piuT. . journey took ··us seven· hours· inStead of three and 
. As you have guessed, the workshop is finished and ooe-llalf. We forded the first river successfully with the 

we are moving upstream, calling on settler~. .water over the flo(,rboards of the bus. Crossing the 
preaching and· teaching, among the groups of new .. ··. S~1 river,' the motor (even· though wrapped in 
believers where we tied up for the night. The first day . Plastic) got wet and stalled. After an hour and a half, 
we stopped seven or eight timeS. Teaching sessions · . we were pulled out by a trUck. · · 
were held in five different neighborhoods. It was pure ,; . At about 10:00 p.m., we were home again, thankful 
joy to see how the Holy Spirit is using· Oodomito to· and laappy .. :. because ~e had seen God at work. 

MEDICAL MISSIONS AT PONT A CROSSA, BRAZIL 

by Peter Mathiasen · 

Dreams. • • 

Dreams ... dreams ••• dreams! 
We all have them and often work a lifetime to fulfill them. 

Sometimes the years slip by and we don't quite manage to 
get where we wanted to go. Sometimes we find that our 
Vision ~as too small and the Lord had to nudge us on to ' 
greater things. ; 

The evangelical community in Ponta Grossa. Brazil has 
' had its dreams too. Now over 10 .years ago the evangelical 

churches, mainly Presbyterian, Baptist and. Lutheran 
formed an association which had the express purpose . of 
making possible medical care for many who were not.able to 
obtain it. Land was donated and a hospital building erected, 
all with local funding, appeals and donations, a real example 
of initiative on the part of the church of Christ in a 
developing nation. The enthusiasm generated and the will to 
serve has been truly remarkable and inspiring. 

Now, however, the_Association (Associacao Evangelica 
Beneficente de Ponta Grossa) has come to a difficult hurdle. 

In onler to begin to operate, even on a partial basis, funds in 
"-large sums ""ill be neeessary for basic equipment, offices, 

and epeJ;ating rooms as well as for hospital rooms and 
out-r-tient clinics. Costs have snow-balled and continue to 

. do sewitb each passing month. Needs have increased in the 
area. lar beyond original estiniates~ Ponta Grossa is now 
entering a stage of rapid groWth ,and expansion· as industry 
moves into the .city, with accompanying population growth, 
and JeS, ~ shortage of hospital beds. Many of those who 
arriw in the city are unskilled workers, and end up in slum 
areas. These too need medical ,care,' and often are affiliated 
with neither agricultural or mdustrial health plans. 

' 
Wkt c:an ·we do? We can be concerned Christians and 

pray for these people and the hospital · whic:h Christian 
people are working to· put into operation. Especially we can 
remember in prayer the need for Christian doctors, nurses 

· and administrative personnel necessary for a good hospital. 
· And tien we can contribute of our means as the Lord leads, 
and tkus help them to fulfill a dream which .bas come close to 
being realized, but which has this one last hurdle to leap. 

March 1915 - 7 



PROYECTO : C E N 1' R 0 TEOLOGICO 

I. l~~RODUCCION: Historia conduciente a su necesidad. 

A. Aptecedentes ep Torno a SEMLA 

I :A •. , / 
i -+" Q 

Cuando en los anos de 1960 y 61 se estaba dando los pasos definitivos 
para establecer un Seminario Teoldgico luterano que habr!a de servir 
a las iglesias luteranas en el Sector Norte de America I~tina los
lideres de la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana-Sfnodo de Colombia ~stuvi
mos ampliamente convencidos de que Bogot~ ser{a el lugar indicado para 
tal establecimiento y eso por dos razones principales ; 

1. La centralidac geogr~fica de Bogot~ ; 

2o Colombia prestaba gran facilidad para la adquisicidn de finca ra!z, 
personerfa jur!dica y visas, tanto para alumnos como para profesores 
del exterior. AJ contrario en Mexico todo esto era, y es dificil!~ 
cimo y complicad{simoo 

No obstante, como todos sabemos, se establecid el Sdminario en Mexico, 
ya como CETA (Centro Teoldgico Augsburgo) o ya como SEMLA (Seminario
Luterano Augsburgo). Pero la historia ha venido dando razdn a los fun
dadores colombianos que en esa epoca perdieron la batalla que se li
braba para tener el Seminario en este na!s. Tal razdn Be debe no sdlo 
a los factores ya mencionados, sinh ta~bien a que las iglesias de Me-
xico no han sabido dar una acogida cordial a los estudiantes extran

jetos ni prestarles un ambiente propicio para su entrenamiento pr~cti
co y para el crecimiento de su vida espiritual durante los anos de es
tudio. Y esto a pesar de tener dentro de la comuni0ad Teoldgica de Me-
xicoexcelentes profesores,excelente biblioteca y excelentes facilida

des f:{sicas • 

B. S·oHcitud de Venezuela: No s6lo en Colombia se ha sentido frustraci6n ·
por 1o anterior, sino en otros pa{ses tambien. En 1974 lutcranos de Ve
nezuela presentaron una solici.tud doble ante una recni6n conjunta de 
SEMLA y Co-Extensi6n ,pidiendo, en pri!!ler lugar, que las oficinas de Co
Extensi6n fuesen trasladadas a Bogot~ , y en segundo Ingar, que se esta
bleciera "un centro de estudios por residencia en Bogot~,para beneficia
de pastores y Jaicos". Ve~se Acta de la Reunidn Conjunta, junio 11 y 12 
de 1974. 
Ve~se tambien el estudio hecho por el Dr. Rosales y el Pastor Ao Co :Morek, 
con miras a tal traslado. 

C. De I.BoCo a SELI'l'E: Cuando en 1964 el Consejo Sin6dico tom6 la doloriJsa -
decisi6n de eerra~l Instituto Pibltco Cultural tom6 a la vez la resolu
ci6n positiva de buscar otra mar.era "e preparar obreror: para los u:tni::-
terios de la iglesia. 
Al fin, puesto en ~arch3 el segundo semestre de 1971, SELITE (Servicio
Lut.erano de lnstrucd.6n 1'eo1dgica por Extensidn), fue l<:i respuesta a esa 

neces ic~od. 

!\ecomem'lacior de Ja IEL-SC: Debido a 1o prolongada ctuc es 1a .l!"""!ducad.6n rco
Jdgica -poT ~xtenf'ion, y el poco tiempo que a veces tienen los alu..11mos de 
extension nara cumpli.r con sus tareas,se ha manifestado el desco d: tener 
un program~ de resi~encia para suplementar los estudios por extenst6n,aun-

que fur?ra f!e corto plaza. . . E 
Tal idea fue expresada verbalmente por el Pastor 01J~cr~o Mora de 1 Co-
cuv y fue iiado ct1rso en "!a Asnmblea Genera 1 de la IE~-,:,C ~ en enero de -
J 976 · cuando sc resolvio reco::nenr'lar 2. Co-Extension Y ~EW...LA la creacion -

' 6 i~ · C 'otnbt'a cue funcionarn en com-de un Centro Tcol gico de r~s ucnc1a en OL ~ 
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binacion con los programas luteranos de extension en esta :trea del Continen
te. (Ve~se Acta Asamblea XI, F.) 

II. OBJETIVOS DEL CENTRO. 

A. Proveer estudios suplementarios para alumnos de los programas de extension 
en Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuado~, Per6, Bolivia, ete., en la medida que es
tas escuelas teologicas de extension lo necesitaran; 

B. Proveer un plan o sistema de actualizacidn Teologica para los pastores de 
nuestras iglesias • (ve~se acta Asamblea General, Enero de 1976 ) 

c. Proveer un lugar para : 

I. Estudio e investigacion b{blica, con biblioteca (de libros caseells,etc) 
y con un profesor-director de tiempo completo; 

2. Residencia para un ndmero limitado de alumnos (ocho o diez a la vez,pa
-ra principiar) 

3. Talleres, retiros y encuentros para alumnos y pastores, comit~s, etc. 

D. Asesorar a las congregaciones en sus programas de educacion parroquial. 

E. Preparar mateirles autodid~cticos para los centros de extension. 

F. En resumn, en colaboracion con los programas de extension, tormar ten16g1-
camente el personal idoneo para todos los ministerio de la iglesia, como 
maestros, pastores, evangelistas, trabajadores sociales, administradores, 
periodistas, agronomo~, medicos, enfermeras (os), amsicos y mdsiccSlogos, 
etc. etc. 
Enti~ndase bien que estamos diciendo formar teeldgicamente, pues, obvia
mente, la preparacion especializada para muchos de estos ministerios se -
har!a en las Universidades y las escuelas t~cnicas o vecacionales. 

I II. EL+ALUMNADO 

Especialmente los alumnos de extension ¥ los pastores, pero s~ recibir!a -
a cua}quier persona que haya consagrado su vida al servicio del Senor Y -
que deseara prepararse mejor. 
La admisicSn podr{a ser a base de la capacidad del alumno para cursar deter
minadas materias a su debido nivel, como se hace,por ejemplo, en la Uni
versidad abierta de Inglaterra. 

IV. ~L PROFESORADO: 

Para principiar se recomienda que haya un profesor-director (ojal~ con al
menos sus masters en Teologia y/o en educacion) que trabajar!a de tiempo 
completo asesorado de tiempo parcial po~ 

A. El Coordinador de Co-Extension; 

S. El Director General de &elite; 

c. Otros profesores o especialistas invitados. 

V. OTRG PERSONAL 

A. Una buena Secretaria-mecandgrafa- administradora, Y 

B. Una persona para Ja limpieza y mandadoso 



VI. 

• - l ,_ l 

PLANTA FISICA: 

A. 

Se 

Una construcciiSn que contarl:i con: 

1. Un cuarto para biblioteca; 

2. Dos " para aulas 

J. Un cuarto para secretarfa y materiales; 

4. Un " " oficina del director; 

5o " " " " del coordinador de Co-ExtensiiSn; 

6. " " " " del Director de Be lite 

7. " n It Capilla; 

s. Dos apartamentos para alumnos en residencia. 

recomienda 1~, considerciiSn de las siguientes posibilidades: 

1. Comprar un pequeno edificio de 50 6 apartamentos~ de buena construcciiSn 
pero no ultramoderna. Tal edificio tendr~ probablemente garaJj:es que si 
no se los necesitara para veh:!culos, podr{an usarse para futuro desa
rrollo: Talleres de tipograffa,artesanfas,bodegas, etc. 
Pos4ble valor: J.ooo,ooo.oo =us. 84o507~00. 

2. Comprar terreno y construir segdn las necesidades. 

Posible costo: J,500,000.oo =US 98,592,oo. 

3. Ubicar el Centro Teoldgico en el mismo nredio del proyectado centro 
de retiros. Vel:fse descripci6n y estimacl6n de ese proyecto. 

4. Empesar por arrendar espacio en uno de los Seminario o establecimien
tos catolico-romanos que dispongan de lugar. 
Costo: sin averiguar. 

Dotaci6n deY Centro: Mu~b}!3s, ,Maquinas, Equipo, et?i r _ 
<") } tl"t.A-' l .) l ~ 71./". n i 'J-; $-~ 4/vtf- g' ~ .: . .J-/. rr 

J escritorios ejecutivos a 6oJ90.oo c/u = 19,170.oo 

J sillas ejecutivas a 2600 c/u * 7,800.oo 

1 escritorio de secretaria a 5.000.oo = 5.000.oo 

4 mesitas de maquina a 900.oo c/u = J.6oo.oo 

3 archibadores(de 4) a J.900.oo c/u = 11.700.oo 
2.400.oo 1 silla de secretaria a 2.4oO.oo 

2 mesas biblioteca a 1.300.oo c/u 

8 sillas biblioteca a 900.oo c/u 

mes~ y sillas para aulas 

= 

= 
= 
= 

12.000.oo 

2.6oo.oo 

7.200.oo 

12.000.oo 
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JJ./S ~ I 

12 sillas para capilla a 900.oo c/u = 7.200.oo 

2.000.oo 
1 altar a 2.000.00 

2 mlfquinas IBM de escribir 

a 39o270.oo tfO,{p 5 D.c~t 

1 mimeografo Rex Rotary 

1 calculadora el~ctr6uica 

"' 
2 grabadoras Cassett 

= 

el~ctricas de 20" 

= 

39o375oOO : 1 l..f .).. SOt 4 (//~ 

3o550.oo 

3.550.oo 

T 0 TAL •••••••••••••• 221.28'5.oo 

c. Amoblado de dos apartamentes a 75 .. 000.oo c/u = 150.000.oo 

As{ que el total del costo de la planta fisica 

podr{a ser : 
El Edificio 

Dotaci8n 

Muebles dos Aptos. 

3.ooo.ooo.oo 
221 .. 285.00 

150.000.oo 

TOTAL •••••••• 

~stea en D61ares us!,/94.433 con/' im .. pr. evisos __ se. r!a e. ntre. ~S$95.000. y 
100.000.00 - vV~ J£1. --?f;l?r t-rpr;;L_ I IS/ ;_r.~--(J, ct/ 

Hay todav!a detalles omitidos como estanter!a y tarjeteros para las bibliotecas 
los libros, cassettes, etc. No se ha incluido ahora proyectores tampoco. 

VII. FINANCIAMIBNTO 

A~n con las mayores esperanzas de fomentar<mayor) mejor mayordom{a entre la fe
ligres!a de nuestra iglesia, un optimismo realista no alcanzarfa a creer que -
las congregaciones del S{nodo podr{an cubrir el costo inicial del proyecto,ni 

pof unos anos el costo de la operaci6n corriente. Por eso habr{a que solicitar 
ayuda de otras fuentes como: F.L.M. ; A.L.C.; LCA; LC-MS; WMPL y ELCC. 

se har{a m~s o m~nos como sigue: 

a) Los alumnos y/o las congregaciones que los recomiendan para el estudio cu

brir'an el costo de: 

1. Uaa cuota nominal de arriendo destinado a sufragar los gastos de servi

cios y mantenimiento; 

2. Los libros y materiales de estudio; 

3. Una matr{cula; 

4. Una cuota nominal de ensefianza; 
5. Comida que ellos mismos se proveer{an en los apartamentos. 
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~ B. El S{nodo de Colombia pagarfa el sueldo del Director de SELITE. 

C. Co-Extensi6n respaldado por las mencionadas entidades patrocinadoras pagar{a: 

VIII. 

1. El sueldo y la vivienda del director del Centro Teol6gico; 

2. El sueldo y vivienda del coordinador de Co-Extensi6n; 

J. El sueldo de la secretaria mecanografa - administradora 

4. El costo total del establecimiento, o sea la finca-rafz y dotaci6n. 

le distribuir{a estbs costos entre las mencionadas entidades patrocinadoras 
en porcentajes segdn la posibilidad de cada una. 

FUNCIONAMIENTO LEGAL 

'rendrfa que estudiarse con Co-Extensi6n la mejor manera de amparar la planta 
f{sica con personerfa, sea con una nueva o bajo la Corporaci6n ~ang~lica -
Andina (o sea el S!nodo). 
En todo se vigilarfa a fin de que el proyecto no llegue a ser otro "~lefante 
blanco" o una cosa enclaustrada e institucionalizada, sino una operaci6n mo
vil y din~mica que funcionar{a en combinaci6n viva con los programas de ex-
tensi6n y el empefio evangel!stico de las iglesias. 

\ \ Tal vez se lograr!a conservarlo as! estando bajo la administraci6n de Co-Exten-
~\ si6n, a no ser que el Sfnodo de Colombiaquiera lanzar y mantener todo el pro-

~ yecto s6Io con el reepaldp de fuentes que lo ayudarfan con el financiamiento. 

~ l1 Falta elaborar un p~esupuesto anual con o d~,los ga~tos de 1~ operaci6n co-~ , 
rrtente. e~~v-~r"-£wfx c1rL:j--t<A·~tt- _£/•tA~/~ ~~- r.e '~"'-/ZA'/~-n-

/ ~;(/ W • iftJ -~-t/ '",/(Le__- 1'7.-- L-C- '~A-- ·'h~ i--L-ft./ L ~~---~-ef-. ~~ o C""'"'~" 
IX. CALENDARIO: A--<r- ~->1-L/v,_:,~ ) i-t'' ~V k1 L ,;t-(' ('~ #- &Ju,C,.. 

Podr{a ponerse en marcha tan pronto como se consiguiera los fondos necesaTios 
aun antes de trasladar las oficinas de Co-Extensi6n a Colombia traslado que 
tendrfamos quw posponer como dos anos debido a estudios que estar~ haciendo el 
actual Coordinador de Co-Extensi6n. 



SUGERENCIAS EN CUANTO A ESTUDIOS PRELIMINARES NECESARIOS PARA ESTABIECER EL CENTRO 

DE ESTUDIOS TEOLOGlCOS 

(Averiguaciones y Proyectos que se harian en grupos para presentar a consideracion 
de la Comision de Proyectos) 

I. ORAR: Todos, especificamente, pidiendo aDios sabidur!a., vision y discernimien
to para hacer en wdo su voluntad. 

II. OBJETIVOS Y ESTRATEGIAS: ~. Wilches, Roy Seger, H. Lara, Alfonso Corzo y Jorge 
Corzo. 

Elaborar Objetivos y Estrategias especificos para la 
IEL-sc. 

III. DESCRIBm LOS MINISTERIOSl G. Wilches, Roy Seger, H. Lara, Ramon Rodr!guez y 
Aristarco Silvt• 

, Describir los ministerios idoneos para lograr los 
objetivos, 

Tomese en cuenta Rom: 12: .3-18; lfl Cor. 12: 4-11; 
Ef. 4:1-16, y las necesidades actuales de Colombia. 

IV. ALUMNADO: P. Wilches 1 A. Corzo. Morek y Seger. 

A. Pronosticar su categoria y capacidades. 

1. Lideres de poca preparacion academica que desean suplementar 
sus estudios por extension con cursos intensivos y oortos. 

2. Bachilleres y Universitarios que se sienten llamados a prepa
rarse para el ministerio Pastoral • 

.3. Profesionales y otros que desean una preparacion B!blica-teol~ 
gica para poder servir~ mejor a1 Senor y su Iglesia en distin
tos ministerios. 

4, Pastores que desean mejorar sus capaeidades y mantenerse efi -
cientes en el ministerio. 

5. Profesores de religion en los Colegios y Maestros de Eseuela -
Dominica! que desean mejorar sus capaeidades. 

B. Pronosticar el ndmero y la procedencia de alumnos en las catego
rias anteriores. 

1. De Colombia, euantos? 

2. De Venezuela, cuantos? · 

.3. De Ecuador, euantos? 

4. De otras partes, cuantos? 

5 • De otras denominaciones 1 cuantos 'l 
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V .. CURRICULUM: H. Lara, G. Wilches, A. Corzop B. Ojeda, Oliverio Mora J Nehemias 
Parada~ Armenio Pifieros. 

Tomando muy en ouenta el Curr!culum Basioo para Se~inarios de ex
tension elabora-do por Co~ion y Semla1 

A. Coordinaoion entre Extension y Res idenoia 

M:!nimo de materias oursadas por Extension 

M:!nimo de trabajos praoticos entre Cursos: EvangelizaoicSn, etc. 

B. Diversidad. para los distintos ministerios. 

c. Diversidad segUn. los distintos niveles aoademioos, capaoidades 
y oonooimientos. 

Do Como medir el rendimientos 

1. En los estudios'l 

2. En los trabajos de min isterio? 

VI. CUERPO DOCENTE Y ADMINISTRA.TIVO: G. Wilohes, H. Lara, Seger, Morek y E. Torres. 

A. Fundiones y responsabilidades. 

B .. Cuales capaoidades y cualidades? 

Co Categorias y nnmero de personal. 

VII. UBICACIONES: G. Wilches, V. Pavasars, H. Lara, Alberto Delgadillo y E. Torres. 

Bogota? Sogam.oso? Otro lugar1 Ventajas ;r desventajas? En coordina
cion con el Centro de Comunicaciones y/o Centro de Retirosi Venta
jas y desventajas? 

VIII. FINCA RAIZ: V. Pavaaars, :ff::t~·~;z.1i__.adillo, E. Torres, Benjamin Ojeda y J. Saenz. 

Comprar terreno y oonstruirt 
Comprar edificio y ada~tar? 
Arrendar espacio en algdn plantel existente para un per!odo de en
sayo·? 
Otras posibilidades? 

II. PRESUPUES'JrO: G. Wilches, A. Corzo y E. Torres. 

A. Consecuoic;Sn planta f!sieat 

B .. Dotaci6n Planta F!sica'l 

C. Biblioteca y Equipos 

Totales: 
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Xo ADMINISTRAC ION Y MANTENlMIENTO: Po Wilches, Jose Ayala, A. Corzo, A. Delgadillo y 
B. Ojeda. 

XIo ELABORAR PAUTAS PARA MINISTERIOS PAULIN{~) (de hacer carpas): Todos los Pastores y 
Evangelistas. 

XII. ENlRREVISTAS CON OTROS LIDERES: Doctor Jorge Corzo y G. Wilches. 

XIII. OTRAS CONSIDERACIONES Y AVERIGUACIONES. 



Comisi6n que prepar6 este trabajoi: Rdos. Gerardo Wilches, Roy Seger, Hernando h 
Lara, Lie. Alfonso Corzo, Dr. Jorge E. Corzo 

NECES+D~S DE LA IEL.t.SC 

1. Liderazgo ( pastores, laicos ). 
2. Necesidades fi~Lcie~as 
3o FaJ. ta de programacioti del trabajo a nivel del Sitiod.o y a nivel de las 

congregaciones. 
4. Neces~dades locativas. 
5o Fal ta de Comunicacioti y Coordina.cion entre las ooncr.regaciones y entre Gstas 

y el Sinodo. 
6. Profundizaci~n y aplicaci6n de la doctrina cristiana tal como lo enseiia la 

Iglesia Lutera.na. ( crecimit::nto cuai:li tativo de la IEL-SC J 
7• Creciniento cuantitativo. 
8. Acci6n Social de la Iglesia 
9. Sentido Misionero de la Iglesia 
10. Relaciones con otras Iglesias, ~~tidades, organizaciones, etc, 
11. Actualizaci~n de la presentaci6n del mensaje biblico. 

OB.TETIVOS GENERALES DE LA IEL-sC 

tt HACZD DISCIPULOS " 

1. Preparaci6n de 1/!deres ( pastores y laicos ) 
- pastOl'OS 
- evangelistas 
- maestros de Eso. Dom. y secula.:res 
- otros 

2. Fomentar la participaci&n de tcdos los rniembros de nuestras congregaciones 
en el ministerio global de la Iglesia de acuerdo a las capacidad.es, talentos, 
posibilidades , etc. 

3. Que mediante una adecuada planeaci6n y progrw;:aci6!1 del trabajo · del Sino do 
se logre o se e:x:perimente un· crecimiento ta.'1to cuali tativo cooo cuantitativo 
dA su mcmbresia a traves de J i 
- EVANGELIZACION Y ACCION SOCIAL 
- EDIJCACIOU EN SUS Dli't•:-tEiiTES .ASP.:!JOJ:IOS 

4• Que la IEL-SC enfoque su trabajo evangel!stico de acuerd.o con las ensona.nzas 
biblicas y el ejem:plo de Cristo mismo, es decir, tomando a1 hombre como un todo 
integral, tomand.o en cucnta no solo los aspectos espirituales sino tambien 
los temporales. 

5o Qy.e la IEL-sc guie a todas las personas involucra.da.s en el trabajo de los 
C_.?legios para que mediante conomird.•:•n·~of:> ~.;~G.;-.. '-'~"'- mas profundos y aotitudes 
mas posi tivaa, adquiera fOl'r.la.s d.e CO ducta mas rospom::ables en rela.ci6n con 
Dioa, con la Iglesia, con ol mlUldo fisico, cou el pr6jino y consigo mifl!!lo.,. 



6. La A~ci6n Social debe orienta::--se a IJrogra.":lar traba.jos 0 proyectas que le 
perm~ tan a las personas de le.. Ie-,lcsia. Y fucra da ella x mejorar s'.ls condiciones 
de v:tda Y por lo tanto poder vi vir en illla forma m&s digna. 
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OBJETIVOS Y EST1:wGIDll DEL snm:OO 
OBJSTIVOS G El.H1R.A.L3S. 

7. Incrementar los recursos financiaros ::uediante una adecuada mayordomfa. para 
procurar au autosmst~~iento. 

8. Que mediante un estudio serio que contemple posibilidades econ6micas, si tuaci6n 
actual y proyecci6n de la obra del Sfnodo, se definan las necesidades locativas 
priori tarias. Se debe llenar una necesidad y no a la inversa. 

9• Esta.blecer e increma'ltar relacionas con otras iglesias cristia.na.s y con aQ.tmllas 
entid.ades seculares que puecian se:rvir pa;ra los fines deseados. 

C:],JTRO TID LOG I CO 

OBJ"STIVOS 
l. lme el Centro T ~ ol6gico provea programas de cap~ci~aci6n para la.icos. Esta capaci ta,.. 

ci6n puede da.rse en el Centro Teol6gico propiamen:e d.ic:t.o o en las congregaciones 
que la soliciten, asesorado ror 01 C~1tro Teol66ico. 
Dichos programas de Capacitaci6n estar&~ orientados a preparar laicos en uno o varios 
de los siguia'ltes curses : 

1.--- t---
evangelizaci6n, mayordmmfa, 

1---
dinamica de grupos,, m~todos 

y- v--
iutroducci6n a la Biblia, elementos de Teologfa Pastoral, 

}....-- t---
de Estudio Biblico, maestros de Escuela DominidJal, 

J...----
relacio::1es humanas, c~bo b.a.bla.r en publico, m(:sica y liturgia, otros segt'in ]JW ,.--

2. Preparaci6n de pfANG3LIST.AS 

1Iabra dos (2) niveles: J1'vangelista y Ev~gelista Bachiller. 

A- EV.ANGELIS".r.A...: para ser Evangelista se requiere: -- Escuela Primaria cono minima - -~------~ 

- Haber tomado todos los CUJ"':.'sos enumerados en el :;;>unto Ko. 1 de Objetivos del 
Centro Teol6gico. 

B- EV.ASTGELISTA BAC3ILLER para ser Evangelista l3achiller so requiere ImYBKl"X I 

- Cuatro (4) ~1os de &h Bachillerato, como minimo 
- Cursar toda.s las materias del ptmto Uo. l cl.e Objet~yos del Centro Teol6gico ,~.-
- Cursar las siguientes materias : administraci6n t'arrootdal, "el crecimiento de 

~ t--- - ~~ 

"" la iglesia " ( TeoloGfa Pastoral ) , horail6tica, ele::entos de He:rmen6utica y Exegesis, 
r t-- ? ~ t-
. cul tura gG!loral, t:;:-abajo soqinll, curso de ·cateq_uistc.s ( Eo6f'f'erkamp ) , denominaciones, 

('I ·t_ --cP'r:::r# < /. l.--

actualizaci6n de la p~esentacion del Evru1gelio, historia de la I~l~~ia. 

?j~era.:r:aci.5n ..la PAStO~~- - Jiv.o2 .£. sistema de Residencia y por Ertensi6n -
Ambos planes tendran actividades acad!micas alternas con actividades practicas: 
Ej: 4 meses de estudio, 3 meseo de practica bajo la direcci6n de un pastor, 

4 meses de estudio y un (l) mes ce vacaciones. 
Para ser Pastor se req_uiere: 
- preparaci6n para laicos, prepe.:raci6n para :illv"angelista y Evangelista Baci.:d.ller, 

" pensum especial para Pastorcs, planeaci6!1 y programaci6n dol trabajo pastoral 
a ni vel parroquial. 



4o Cursoa de A_ctualizaci6n Para Pastores 

Bstos curso.;deban incluir actualizaci6n de la pres~Mi6n del Evangelic, Planeaci6n 

~10. 

~. 

' 

.....________ --
y programaci6n del trabajo pastoral, c6co capacitar a los laicoa, organizaci6n de 
talleres, retiros, enc':"nt.roa, etc. "-1 _ ~ ~-'Jf ~-

.!!aesti-:!as ~ (/ fl 

_!liblioteca_ Para. estudio, consulta e investigaciones. 

Intercambio con otros centros 't'eol6~tes y Cat<!Hcos. 
OXrecer los programas a estudiru1tes de otros paises. 

Que el Centro T0 ol6gico fllncione en estrecha relaci6n con al CCCC para alcanzar los 
objetivos de bvangelizaci6n y Acci6-tj Socic.lo 

...._____ -----
Preparar materiales di~cticos de acuerdo a las neceoidedes y objetivos aotuales de 
1~ ~~-~tc~ de atcualuerdo a las ni>C_"Sidada_s a, li!§S~_e_gac_iones_y_a~a_lu_zH de la pro elJlca. J.ca ac • 



SERVICIO LUTERANO DE INSTRUCCION TEOLOGICA DE LA IEL-SC 

POSI:BLE DIAGRAMA ESTRUCTURAL 

DIRECT I VA 

lntegrada por: El Coordinador General,el Cuerpo docente residencial y los 
Directores de centros de Extens16n; El Presidente del S!nodo, Ex-Oficio. 1 

COORDIN.ADOR GENDAL 

{De Residencia ~ Extena16n •• ) 

CENTRO RESIDEICI.AL 

lUiM!eR-PROJ'ESOR {.ASeaorado por el Coordinado r General) ' 
I . 

CENTROS DE EXTEl1SIOB 

Los Pastores locales ensener{an, asesorados por el Coordinador General, 
quien organizar!R talleres y cursilloe regionales, ademas de los cursoe 
residenciales,y conseguir!a personal docente adicional de tiempo parcial.' 
I I I 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • ** • • ... • • 



CONSULTA LUTEW,NA DE EDUCACION TEOLOGIC"'\. - Bogota, Colombia 

Junio 14- 18 de 1.976 A C T A S 

t. INTRODUCCION.-

En la ciudad de Bogota, Colombia a los 14 d:las del mes de Junio de 1976, se ini
cio la, "Consulta Luterana de Educacion Teologica 11 con un culto oficiado PJr el 
Pastor Pausanias Wilches, Presidente de la Iglesia Evangelica Sinodo de Colombia, 
quien dio la bienvenida aHos Asistentes a la Consc.llta. ( Dctos. 1 y 1-A Saluda 
Pastor Wilches· y Asistentes). 

II. NEGOC IOS.-
Los negocios se iniciaron con 19. present<tcion por el Prof. Roberto Hoeferkamp, 

. a nombre. del Comite Org::miz'ldor, de las siguientes recomendaciones que· fueron 
· aprobadas 1 '<.: 

1. Nombr~r.8l Pastor Pausanias Wilches como Presidente d~ la Consulta. 
2. ~·c~ tengan daracho a.vpz -Y voto los Delegados de las Jglesias Lute

ranas de America Latina. Tendrin derecho a voz unicamente los repre
sentantes del Semim.rio Augsburgo, de Co-e.~ension, el Comite Orga
nizador de la Consulta y los Representantes de las Iglesias que pa
trocinan estos · programas de Educf:'.cion Teologica.Que tengan derecho 
a voz sohmente en los gruPJs de discusion los invitados y observa
dores • 

. ·' • QUe el trabajo en Grupo se haga por pa:lses y o regiones. 

III. Los grupos de trabqjo se organizaron as:l: 

1. Mexico 2. Centro itmerica y El Caribe (CONCAP) ~. Venezuela 4. Colombia 
5. Ecuador 6. B0livia 7. Chile, UrugUay y 'u'gentina. 

Los representantes de las Juntas de Misiones y demas·invitados pueden asistir 
a cualquiera de los Grupos: por el tiemPJ que deseen. 

~1 trabajo de los Grupos se realize conforme al programa de la Con3ulta (Doc.2) 
Las concluiones de los diferentes grupos ap<trec5n en los siguientes Documentos: 
a) 11 Nuestra Tarea como Iglesia" (Doc.3) 
b) " Nuestras necesid'ldes ••• nDoc.4) 
c) " Nuestros recursos 11 (Doc.5) 

IV. Estudios b:lblicos: fueron dirigidos por el Dr. BELA LESKO, Rector del Seminario 
Luterano en Buenos \ires. 

V. Conferencias: 
a) Dr. A. Sitompul - 19 .• 11La educacion Teologica hoy" ( Doc. # 6) 

2a. 11 Informe sobre becas de la F .L.M. 
b) Sra. Zulema de Reinoso - Informe sobre CELADEC. 
c) Dr. Raymond S .• Rosales -"El Recurso de Erlensi6n 11 (Doc. # 7) 
d) Virgilio Zea S .J. - 11 La Educaci6n Teol6giea PJr Extension en ln Igl. Romana 

(Curriculum Metodolog:la, Requisites, Etc.) 
e) Lie. Nelson Cq,stro - 11 Prop6sitos origin"'.les de Educn.cion Teol6gica por Ex

tension" (Doc. # 8). 
f) Dr. Esuebio Arey11 - 11 Las Iglesi'l.s Luter':'.nas en Chile" 
g) Dr. HERBERT ZORN - " Autosostenimiento de los Semin':'.rios 11 

VI. Encuesta sobre la Mision y Ministerio de 1~ Iglosia en America Latina (Doc.9 
pags. 43). 

Este informe fue estudiado y revisado en los Grupos. En la Sesion plen~ria del 
18 de Junio, se qcordo felicit.'lr 1. los Profeseres del SEMLA, a los encuestadores 
por dicho tr<tbajo, se les pidio que continuqran con el tr:lbJ.jo de proces<Ulliento 
h'lsta donde les sea posible, en vista de la gran importancia de estos d~tos. 
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VII. RECOMENDACIONES.- a SEMLA y CO-EXTENSION - Ver Documento # .9. 

VIII. AGRADEC ll1IENTOS.-

La Primera Consulta Luterana d~ Educ~ci6n Teologica acordo por unanimidad y con 
aplausos manifestar su gratitud: 

l. A lq, Americ<tn Lutheran Church, a la Lutheran Church of America a Missoury 
Synod y a World Luther:m Feder1.tion y a la World Mission Prf3Yer Leage, por 
su aportc fim.nciero y por la presenci-a de sus represent<J.ntes, lo que fue 
fund.<JJnental p'lra el exito de esta Consulta. 

2. Al Comite {)rg<tnizador ( Dr. Robert11 Hoeferkamp, Prof. Raymond Rosales, Rv. 
Kenneth Mahler y Lie~ Alfonso Corzo C.) por su brillante trqbajo en la Or
ganiz~cion y realizacion de este cert~n. 

3. A los conferencistas por su valiosa cooper~cion y las inquietudes que des-
pertaron. · 

4. A la Sra. Myrirun P~rez de Ramirez por su excelente trabajo de secretar!a. 

5. A las· herm3.nas Vicentinas l.dministradoras del {,.lbergue 11 Los Pinares 11 , por 
las atenciones y amor cristiano que brindaron a todos los asistentes al Even_ 
to. · · 

6. Al pastor Arnfeld C. Morek por sus esfuerzos y valiosa colaboracion por mu
chos afios en las diferentes formas de Ed~cacion Teologica.- As! mismo la 
Asamblea dese6 para el y los suyos un vhje feliz al C_lnada. :' 

7, Al Dr. Raymond Rosales, por su v1.liosa colJ.bon.cion en SEMLA y CO-EXTENSION. 
Se felicito por su nambramiento como Director Asociado de W.M.P.L •• 

IX. CL:\USURA.-

Siendo 1-..s 9.P .M. del diP. 18 de Junia de 1976, luego del Culto con Santa Gena, 
el Past0r Pausanias Wilches, decl1.ro clausurada b. Primera Consulta sabre EduC.§. 
cion Teol0gic'l en jzneric'l L'ltina. 

FRATERN.l.LMENTE EN CRISTO, • 

HERN 'u'IDO LiliA RAMIREZ EDUJffiDO :i. CABRER'\.i M. 



English Translation --

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LUTHERAN 
CONSULTATION ON THEOLOOICAL EilJCATION 

Bogota, Colombia, June 18, 1976 

I. We, representatives of the Lutheran churches in Latin America (Northern 
Zone), deeply concerned about theological education in Latin America, 
have, by God 1 s grece, met in Bogota, Colombia. 

II. We have agreed that the context in which our churches exist impells us to 
interpret with a sense of urgency certain situations arising !rom the 
scarcity of pastors and leaders; the ministerial crisis; a deficit of 
theologicAl education on different levels; the lack of coordination in 
the educational plans or prog:rems in relation to the concrete realities 
of the church in Latin America. 

III. Upon detecting these realities by means of the survey taken in our congre
gations, i·Je concertedly affirm that the Reformation of the XVI century is 
challenging us to constantly analize and rethink our task in the sense of 
Ecclesia Semper Reformanda, and that: 

A. The church cannot ignore the specific realities of our communities. 
A correct end sincere discerning of the signs of the times is indispensable 
in order that the Christian Church may fulfill its missionary function. 
Therefore, in the context of education, vze cannot construct a global 
methodology, but rather must do so by regions and in some cases by countries. 

B. The priesthood of all Christian believers impels us to recognize that 
theological education, on its different levels, is not the privilege or 
right of a select fe11, but should be equally 1·1i thin the reach of all 
believers '"i thout distinction of race, age, social status, sex or level 
of academic preparation for the complete realization of their vocation 
and ministry. To the extent that the doors to theological education are 
opened to all believers, the church 1dll receive the real support of our 
peoPle in general. 

C. The gro'·'th of' the church is attained in direct relation to our faithful
ness to the Gosnel and our daily spiritual renewal. The constant up
dating of the curriculums of our theological institutes in Latin America 
and the inclusion in their nro;··rams of courses relevant to the nolitical, 
social and economic realities ~f our nations are necessary and desirable. 
Yet, ~~ must not lose sight of the theological and spiritual dimensions 
of our task. 

D. The educational deficit of our churches forces us to recognize that 
theological education by extension (without discarding the traditional 
education i!llparted by our residence seminaries) seems to be the most 
adequate alternative at the church's disposal for attaining a massive 
ministerial training. 

IV. Based on all these f'indir1gs and conclusions, this Consultation r·ecommends 

A. to SEMLA and Co-Extension: the creation and revision of educational 
pro~rams on different levels in order to prepare for the different 



Recommendations 

ministries of the church, such as: pastors, teachers, evangelists, 
writers, administrators, communicators, social workers, musicians, and 
others. 

B. to the churches: emphasis of the fact that ordination is the exclusive 
prerogative of these (the churches), and also recommend the elimination 
of the ambiguity and discrimination which at times exist: in the 
ministerial catee;ories and in the titles used to designate them. 

C. to the L.W.F. (with the request): that its Department of Studies organize 
a workshop of theologians and exnerts in Latin America on 11 the relation 
between ordination and the missionary task of cur churches .'1 Taking into 
account that the function of theolo~ical education, in its different forms, 
is related to the question (often inadequately understood) of ordination, 
an exhaustive and contextual study of the matter is considered necessary. 

D. Further General Recommendations are: 

1. Greater coordination and v1orking relations among the existing Lutheran 
institutions of theological education in Latin America. Such coordina
tion ·would avoid duplication of effort and cost; 

2. Production of teaching materials by the teaching personnel of the 
seminaries and institutions, and that conditions and means be provided 
in order to accomplish this purpose; 

5. Creation of a basic curriculum for the extension schools (programs); 

4. Training of Latin Americans as teachers in seminaries and institutions; 

5. Consider the suggestions of the Central .America-Caribe p:rouu (Document 
No. 5); 

6. Evaluation exams for Extension students wishing to study at Lutheran 
residence seminaries; 

2. 

7. Summer courses and short courses £'or supplementary training of .extension 
students; 

8. Study and consideration of letter from the Latin American Lutheran 
Church of Bolivia; 

9. Implementation of the points elaborated by the Venezuelan group on 
"resources at our disp~sal 11 (Doc. 9: 5,6 ~ 7); 

10. Expression of support and confidence, to SEl•1LA and Co-Extc:1si6n for 
the good '"ork carried on in the development a."ld improvement of our 
theological education. 

NOTES: 1. SEMLA: Seminario Luterano Augsburgo (Augsburg Lutheran Seminary) 
2. Co-Extension: Coordinating Committee for Lutheran Extension Seminaries 

in Spanish-America; 
). The enumeration of tl,is translation is different from the original 

Spanish document. 



EXCERPTS FROM CO-EXTENSION MEETING 
Bogota, June 19-21, 1976 

Regarding recommendations of· the Consultation (International Lutheran Consulta
tion on Theological Education, Bog:otJ(, June 14-18, 1976): 

A. Agreed that SEMLA and Co-Extension have a mutual interchange of observers 
at the resPective meetings of each (See VIII, A., and IX, D.). 

B. ~reed that a basic curriculum on different levels be created. To 
accomplish this task, a committee consisting of 2 professors from SEMLA, 
the Coordinator and the President of Co-Extension are ~o meet as soon 
as possible (See VIII, B. and IX, A). (Rote: We understand that these 
four men met in Mexico City the last days of September, 1 76). 

C. Voted that the Coordinator of Co-Extension and the Rector of SEMLA 
communicate the results of the Committee• s r1ork to the churches and 
extension seminaries, and also contact the LWF Dept. of Studies re 
implementation of the workshop mentioned in the recommendation of the 
Consultation. 

New Coordinator; new location for Co-Extension. 

D. Voted that the offices of Co-Extension be moved from Mexico to Bosotn. 
Definite move was postponed until a 11 prudential time 11 due to the fact 
that the new coordinator, Nehem!as D!az (called by Co-Extension at this 
meeting), finds it difficult to move to Bogota at this time (see VIII, C. 
and X., C, D, E, F and G). Pastor D!az replaces Dr. Ray Rosales in this 
post. 

Scholarships. 

E. Voted that Pastor Nehem!as D!az be offered a scholarship to obtain a 
r~ster 1 s degree in extension teaching and administratio~ at the Latin 
American Biblical Seminary at Se.n Jose, Costa Rica. See X., E, F, and G. 

F. Voted that scholarships for 6 Colombians, 2 Bolivians end 1 Equadorian 
be approved for the three-month crash course in Extension teaching and 
programmed writing, hopefully to be held in Colombia and Bolivia next 
March, April and lviay, sponsored by ALISTE. See X:V., A, B, and C. 

Economic DePendence of Theological Education in Latin America. 

G. Voted to communicate to the local programs of the supporting churches 
our concern about finding solutions to the nroblem of the economic de
pendence of theological education in Latin America. XI., A. 

E. Voted to request each of the six supporting Ydssion Boards (ALC, LCA, 
Mo. Synod, LWF, WMPL, NSAM) to contribute the amount of $5,400 (u.s.) 
for the 1977 budget. 

New Extension School 

I. Voted to accept the ne"\'1 extension program (LCA) in Uruguay as a member 
of Co-Extension (see VII). 

I ( • :(_ 



Excerpts 

All about texts. 

J. Self-teaching texts off the press: 

l. Acts of the Apostles (2nd Edition) by SELITE, Colombia, and Co
Extension; 

2. The Gospel of John, Bolivia; 

). Homiletics (translated from English original used in Indonesia), 
Co-Extension, 1-iexico. 

K. Texts approved for publication: 

1. Introduction to the Pauline Epistles (translated from Portuguese), 
Venezuela; 

2. Ministry in the Church (to be translated from English original used 
in Indonesia). Assigned to Pastor Edelmiro Cortes and Dr. Leonidas 
Omar Bayo of Uruguay. 

Elections. 

2. 

L. Voted to accept the resignation of Pastor Arnfeld C. ¥~rck as President 
of Co-Extension. 

M. Elected to replace Pastor ~brck in the presidency .was Pastor John Johnson 
of Ecuador. 

N. Reelected as Vice President ,.,as Pastor Rudoluh Blank of Venezuela. 

0. Elected as secretary ;·1as Dr. L. Omar Bayo of Uruguay. 



' EL RECUHSO DE II EXTENSION If 

Esto concret:unente quiere d~cir -
I Una ~ Diferente de Educacion Teologica 

(A) Obvio· que es justific~ble una v~riedad de forma) 
( 

B Las caracter1sticas de extension son l~s siguientes: 

1. El Seminario va al alumna. 
2 .• El autoestudio guiado 
' · a) Hay un .encuentro semanal. 

b) se usan textos programados en la casa. 
3.. Hay diferentes niveles de estudio 
4. Es aplicable a diferentes finaladades Como: estudios p1storales, capacitacion de 

obreros laicos, educacion continua, etc •• 

C Existen variantes. 

1_. La original se llama 111 Educacion Teologica per Extension. 
?.. La Teolog!a Abierta .• 
.3 .•. El programade Honduras, para el nivel congreg'lcionA.l. 
4. El flan Seterita~ .. 

II Extension tambien se ·refiere · al hecho de qu~. un buen nllinero de Programas luteranos 
latinoamericanos usan o est;~n par usar esta. fo:rm:a de educ:ilcion tecrlog{ca.: 

A En la Zona Nortea 

1. Bolivia 
2. Colombia (2) 
.3. Ecuador 
4. Mexico (2) 
5 .• Nicaragua 
6 .• Perd (2) 
7 .• Venezuela 

;,.: 

B En otro~ pa!ses latino~ericanos: 

1. Argentin11 (2, 
2. Brasil 
.3. Chile 
4. Guyana 
5. Uruguay ,;U,k_ib~J$ri~ 

; ·• ,.... -- .·"' 

III Extension s!gnifica asimismo una Asociacion de progr.91llas llamada Co-Extension. 

A El nombre 5:1gn1ficaa Comite de SeminJ.rios Luter'lnos par Extension en Hispano t"unerica. 

B Los afiliados de Co-Extension: 

1~ El Plan Setenta del So min 1rio Luter<:tno Augsburgo. 
2 .• Institute Teol&gico do Extension Juan de Frhs de la Conferencia de Iglesias Lu

ter-:tnas en V<~nezuela • 
.3~ Seminario Luterano de Extension de la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana en el Peril. 
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4. '., Semin11rio Luterano de Extension de la Federaci6n de Igleshs Evangelicas·r,tuter"l
nas del Ecu1.dor. 

5 .Semin:uio Teologico Luter<:tno en Bolivia de v·;.rias l!lgrupaciones Luter11nas. 
6. Servicio Luterano de Instruccion Teologica por Extension de la.Iglesia Evangelica 

Luterana - Sinodo de Colombia. 
j. ~~"f . . 

C. Co- EXtension de'sempeiia la~s 'siguientes funciones: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Servir como medic de contacto entre los progrgmas. 
Ser centro de Jnform":.cion acerca de extension. - · 
Coordim.r 1'3. produccion de. textos programados. 
Facilitar la capacitacion de especialistas en extension 
becas. 

por ·.~edio de tq,lleres y 

5. 
6. 

Asesorar los respectivos progr~un9.s loc9.les. 
Mantener relaciones pliblic9.s con varias entidades Luterana& y evangelicas de edu-

7. 
8. 
9. 

cacion teologica. 
Promover extension.entre las iglesias Luteranas del Continents. 
Fomentar el estudio de extension y sus implicaciones. 
Mantener u_na ofic,ina Bn Mexico. 

D~ El sostenimiento econ6mico de Co-Extension proviene de las -siguientes Juntas: 

1. La American Lutheran Church · 
2. La Lutheran Church of America. 
3. La Luther~n Church -Missouri Synod 
4. La tuther~n World Federation 
5. Le. World Mission Prayer Le:>.que 

. IV Una palabra. fina~: a pesar.de que·el sistema de educacion Teologica por extension tiene 
sus debilidades e imperfeceiones' de todas mane.ras, es evidente. q_ue -ha·· comprobndo su 

. iltilidad y por ende, su lugar, dentro del contexte tot<tl de h. ,educaciiSn teologica de 
la Zona Norte de Americ'3. Latinl!l. 

. ·. 

•.;.. 

r· 
:. :- ·-·. 

•. . . . . 
~- ... 

~ . ~- ~-
., ·,. 

• .. .,. 
J. 



•ms 11 C09PERAO IDlED LA IQt.ISIA uqrnp.mA LtllJlWiA.::SDODO PI 
COLQMBD I LA IQIISIA UAIGELICA t.tm:lWfA PIL QAliAM 

CoDaiderando que el OoueJo Sin&dioo de la m-ac 7 1a Aaa'blea GeDe:ral cle la aia
u, en 8U8 reapectina rewdo~~ea de EDeN de 1m, naolviez'on 1Jdoi&r relac1onea 

L crt."'-Ydtt~ 
directaa de Cooperaai&n oonla Igleaia ~~el Cuad.i, loa repre .. ntantea-

de eat&, auateren napefruoaaente a aquella que, .,., priu1"08 paaoa en eatableaer 
la deeeada oooperaaidn podrtan aou1derarae loa aiplelltea 1 

I. Que ae emen a lu otioi.Du de MiaioDea JfuncUal.ea 4e la IlL del C&nad' en -
Saskatoon, aopia de lctu, Intomea 7 CWilcpd.er aorreapoDdencia cpt at&Aa a las 

U.U d.e cooparaci&n entre las doe icle&iaaf 

II. Que tocl& aollcitud que leTallte la m-sc, ua de peraoD&l o de otra :!Mole sea 

endada a la IlL del Caudi a1 1p&l que a 1a Iglesia Lv.terana Americana. 

m.Que v•emoa la posibU~ de cooperar 1Dicialaente en nanto a peraoD&l cana

dienae ai aa! ae deaea, 7 en 1a capacitaei&n cle lldena eolollbiaDoa, por aed1o 

cle beou, ·~ en Colollbia o en el exterior; 7 eD el I.Dtereaabio de personal en

tre las doe Igleaiu, sea de eort.o o de largo pl.aao. 

IV-. lp'adecer!amoa que 1a eDtidad competent. de 1a liL-SC tuviera a bien responder 

en aJ.guna forma a estaa augerenoiaa para que vqaaoa lleg&Ddo a truar unaa pau

taa .U tonaalea 7 eapea!ticaa en ewmto ala d.eaeada cooperacicSn. QQe el Sefior 

de 1a ales nos &JUde 7 ms d1r1Ja a tal tta. 

&lUD"ELD C. )I)RCX, en representacicSn de 

PAUL !llSTB.UICIN 

Preaentado ante el Consejo SiDOdico de la m.-sc el da 24 de Euro de 1977, en 
Bogoti. 



Integrantes: 

INFORME DEL COMHE 
CUP~ICULUM BASICO 

Por Co-Extension: John Johnson. 
Neemias Diaz ft. 

Por SEI'1LA: Roberto T. Hoeferkamp. 
Roberto G. Huebner. 

Fechas de la reunion del Comite: 10 y 11 de Febrero de 1977· 
Mexico, D.F. 

1.- Las primeras horas de nuestro trabajo consistieron en po
nernos de acuerdo para la fijacion de una agenda que rigiera el rumba 
de nuestras actividades. Todos estuvimos de acuerdo desde el princi
pia que nuestra principal labor seria la de elaborar un Curriculum Ba
sico para Extension. 

Pensamos asimismo que tal Curriculum Basico tendria que tamar 
en cuenta los distintos niveles con que Operan los varios seminaries 
afiliados a Co-Extension, esto es, Certificado, Diploma y Bachillerato. 

2.- Pasamos asimismo un tiempo considerable en la revision de 
los cuestionarios que este Comite habia elaborado en la reunion de 
septiembre pasado y que en su totalidad, esto es de todos los programas, 
habian llegado a manos de este Comite. 

Las respuestas que cada director de programa proveyo mediante 
este cuestionario nos fueron de utilidad aunque no en materia de reela
boracion de objetivos como esperabamos. 

3.- A cierta altura de nuestras actividades creimos que un paso 
indispensable era el de revisar los objetivos de cada programa afiliado 
a Co-Extension para asi tener mas claro ante nuestros ojos los propo
sitos que cada programa tiene en mente. 

Para revisar estes objetivos recurrimos a dos fuentes. Primera
mente a la presentacion escrita que cada seminario ha hecho casi desde 
su fundacion. Seguidamente, a los cuestionarios que este comite habia 
enviado a cada programa como resultado de su primer reunion de trabajo 
de septiembre pasado. Por razones explicadas en el punta # 2, nos 
dispusimos a tamar los objetivos tal y como se nos presentan desde el 
principia. 

4.- Luego de tener ya los objetivos lo suficientemente claros 
en la mente de cada uno de nosotros creimos que, en base a esto ultimo, 
debiamos elaborar un objetivo para los seminaries afiliados a Co-Exten
sion y que, consecuentemente, marcaria el rumba del Curriculum Basico 
que se nos habia encomendado. En otras palabras, el objetivo de los 
varios seminaries afiliados a Co-Extension seria el mismo para el Cu-
rriculum Basico. --

5-- Cada uno de los participantes trabaj6 individualmente en la 
elaboracion de un objetivo que sintetizara los intereses de cada pro
grama. Luego, confrontamos los esfuerzos de cada uno de nosotros y 
lleguamos al acuerdo de que el objetivo de los seminaries por extension 
parece ser el Siguiente: 

11 Los seminaries afiliados a Co-Extension tienen el objeti·"ro 
de capacitar a lideres cristianos para que estes, de acuer-
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do con sus donas recibidos del Espiritu Santo, guien al 
pueblo de Dios en el uso de sus talentos relacionados 
con ministerio, servicio y testimonio". 

6.- Delineando el objetivo creimos que antes desefialar cursos 
especificos debiamos pensar en areas. Asi en base al objetivo ante
rior nos resultaron las siguientes areas: 

I.- Area: Comprension de los Fundamentos del Pueblo de Dios. 
II.- Area: Conocimientos de la Realidad Latinoamericana. 

III.- Area: Capacitacion para Guiar el Pueblo de Dios. 

7.- Teniendo ya definidas las areas, siempre sin perder de vis
ta el objetivo rector, procedimos a especificar sub-areas. Las sub-a
reas nos quedaron de la siguiente forma: 

1.- Para la primer 
, 

~~ Biblia. area: 
Doctrina. 

c) Historia. 
· 2.- Para la segunda 

, 
a) Situacion Socio-economica en area: 

America Latina. 
b) Ambiente Reli9ioso. 
c) Realidad Historica Nacional. 

3.- Para la tercera 
, 

a) Expresi6n. area: 
b) Persuasion. 
c) Servicio. 

8.- Como punto importante de este informe es necesario deja~ 
sentado que creimos muy importante conocer el proceso de trabajo as! 
com~ las inquietudes que ha venido siguiendo el taller de Literature, 
que se ha venido reuniendo en Antigua, Guatemala, y ultimamente en ~o
gota, Colombia. Para tal caso, el Profr. Hoeferkamp nos hablo tanto 
sob~e la metodoloc!,ia que se ha venido siguiendo en estos talleres como 
un resUmen muy rapido de los documentos que se han producido. Cree~os 
que;dada la trascendencia que los materiales que de este taller surjan, 
hab~a, mas adelante, bastante contacto entre este taller de literature 
Y las instituciones teologicas para las que este comite trabajo. Ac9r
dam9s pues, reiterar el acuerdo de la reunion pasada de este comite'en 
el ~entido de buscar cada vez mas nexos con los trabajos del Comite de 
Literature de la Zona Norte de la America Latina. . 

9.- Ponemos pues a la disposici6n de los varios seminaries afi
liados a Co-Extension, a las iglesias participantes de la Consulta de 
Educacion Teologica, celebrada el afio pasado en Bogota, nuestro mod~sto 
trabajo con la seguridad de que en ello pusimos nuestro esfuerzo y que 
a resumidas cuentas, la plenaria proxima de Co-Extension dara su vere
dicto sabre el mismo. 
Mex~co, D.F. 

Por el Comite Pro Curriculum Basico. 

Presidente: Secretario: 

Profr. Roberto Huebner. Neemias Diaz Mazariegos. 



CURRICULUM BASICO. 

Primer area: Comprensi6n de los Fundamentos del Pueblo de Dios. 

Certificado 

1. Antiguo Testamento 
2~ Nuevo Testamento 
3. San Juan 
4: Los Hechos 

Primer Sub-area: Biblia. 

Cursos 

Diploma 

1. Antiguo Testamento 
2. Nuevo Testamento 
3. San Marcos 
4. Los Hechos 
5. Isaias 

Segunda Sub-area: Doctrina 

5. Doctrina Biblica 

6. Vida de Lutero 
(en base al libro 
de Ingerborg So
le). 

6. Teologia de Lutero 
(en base a los ca
tecismos). 

Tercer Sub-area: Historia 

8. La Iglesia de 
Nuestrcs Padres. 

9. Vida y Obras de 
Martin Lutero 

Bachillerato 

1. Nuevo Testam~nto. 
2. Antigua Test~mento 
3· San Marcos 
4. Los Hechos 
5. Isaias 
6. Genesis 
7. Romanos 

5. Teologia de Luterc 
(en base a los ca
tecismos). 

9. Teologias Modernas 
10. Teologias Clasicas 

11. La Iglesia de 
Nuestros Padres 

12. Vida y Obras de 
Martin Lutero 

13. Historia del Pro
testantismo en 
America Latina. 

Segunda area: Conocimiento de la Realidad Latinoamericana. 

Primer Sub-area: Situaci6n socioeconomica de America Latina. 

7. Historia Nacional 
8. Sectas 
9. Catolicismo Romano 

10. Antropologia 
11. Sociologia 
1.7· Sect.as 
13. Catolicismo Romano 

14. Antropologia. 
15. Sociolo~ia 
16. Situacion Socio

Econ6mica en Ame-· 
rica Latina. 

17. Sectas 
18. Catolicismo Romanc 
19. Protestantismo 

actual 

' ' , ::( 
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Tercer area: Capacitaci6n para Guiar al Pueblo de Dios. 

10. Predicaci6n 
11. Adoraci6n 
12 •. Educaci6n Cristiana 

14. Homiletica 
15. Liturgia 
16. Educ. Cristiana ? 

Segunda Sub-area: Persuasion 

13. Evangelizaci6n 17. Evangelizaci6n 
18. Psicologfa 

• Tercer Sub-area : Servicio 

14. Mayordomfa 19. Mayordomia 
15. Administraci6n Parro- 20. Descubrimiento de 

quial Cultivo de Dones. 
210 Administraci6n Fa-

rroquial 
22. Desarrollo de la 

Comunidad. 

20. Homiletica 
21. Liturgia 
22. Himnologfa Lati

noamericana. 

23. Evangelizaci6n 
24. Psi.cologfa 
25. Dinamica de Grupo 

26. Mayordomfa 
27. Descubrimiento y 

Cultivo de Dones 
28. Administraci6n 

Parroquial 
29. Desarrollo de la 

Comunidad 



CABRERA 13 No. ~~-~6 

TELS. 49 ~1 87 • 49 42 71 

APARTADO AEREO ~1~88 

BOGOTA 2, COLOMBIA 

CABLE: " C E L M 0 S A " 

Dt'Viei&n of World Mias1ona 
l't'angelical Lutheran Church of Canada 
247 First A~. lforth 
Saskatoon, Sas~ S7X 4H5 
Canada 

Dear ~rothers in Christ: 

SINODO DE COLOMBIA 

Mq 17, 1977 

Ma.,v the graee and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with ,.ou al.wa...vsl 

First 1 wish to exprass our specis.l appreciation for the eolaboration e.nd :.U.niet.ry 
of the Rev • .A.mf'eld C. Morek in benctfi t of our ahu:rch. 

Then, as president of the Evangelical Lutheran Chnrch-Colombia Synod and also director 
o! SELITE {.r<.!xtenaion Seminary}, let me respectfully request the extension of Pastor 
Morek's s;erv1ees in favor of our church and 1 ts theological training program. for at 
least one y-el'lr 1 so that he might eon.tinue to work 1n the prepnration c-f more self
teaching materials. 

Confident of y-our kind al'.d. favcrable cos1derat1on of our request. I thank you most 
sincerely, wishing Ood' a richast bl&ssings "-JiOn 70ur ministry in Ris 1tingdom. 

CordiallY" yours in Christ, 

ec P'i.stor Morek 



SEMINARIO LUTERANO AUGSBURGO 

The Rev. Paul Nostbakken 
ELOO • World Missions 
~\? ~'rat Avenue North 
Sa.Kat~~. auk. an. ltH5 
ca:alia. ~: '··"' · ··. 

'Dear Pastor Joatbakkea: 

Apartado Postal 20-416 

Mexioo 20, D.F., Mexico 

April 10, 1978 

-"-»UtOi-~~-~.~-fok,haa requeat•4 that Pl'Of• leeaiaa Diaz and·~ evalua\e 
:the .f'4.i-at ei.lht :chapters (or studies) of lds course• "1 Bel.ie-weia ·the 
Hol,- Spirit"("Creo en el Espiritu Santo"), written for use in extension 
sellinariea in Latin. America. I am herewith sending :rou rrr own evaluation; 
perha~ Prof. Diaz wil.l also have something to write. 

I believe that the course fills a real need in our work in Latin America. 
Pastor Morek, vi th his man:r 7eara of experience in Latin America, has inti
aate knowledge of our needa and is conacioual7 trying to fill them. I be• 
lieve1 ia·general, that be succeeds quite well. 

> - : ~ 

I am eapeciall7 glad to observe the following emphases in the course: tbe 
connection of the gift of the Hol7 Spirit with baptism, the clear distinc
tion between the "fruits" an4 the "gifta11 of the Spirit, and the praGtical 
discussion of the "gifts in action" (with the clear distinction and at the 
same time the close relation between the sifts ud ministries of "proclama
tion-teaching" and "service"). It is Pastor Morek • s purpose to lead our 
Latin American Christians to make fuller use of their "gifts," and I am in 
wholehearted agreement with this purpose. 

In general, the course reveals a sound grasp of Biblical, Lutheran teaching 
and the ability to apply it to Lutheran work in Latin America. Pastor 
Morek's approach is considerably more ttpietistic" than m:r own, but I ack
nowledge this u · a valid emphasis and as a correction to •1 own approach 
and background, especially since he always emphaaises the means of grace 
and stresses that manifestations of piet:r are not an end in themselves. 

' 

, .....;... ~~<Furthermore, Pastor Morek makes no secret of the faot that he has been 
-:"\ ';:or·\~ touched by the charismatic renewal which is affecting sectors of the his• 

• ,v" ~,..¥ toric churches, and he attempts to make features of this renewal fruitful 
"-~~f:, 1~~ for· Lutheran church life and work in Latin America. While I do not count 
.'" t>'l_1 ..J.. mJself a "charismatic," 117 judgment is tlult Pastor Morek has seriousl.J at-
'rv1 ~/--tempted to be responsible and to avoid all extremes in the charismatic ap-
v -:J.·\ proaoh. However, it may be that certain Lutheran churches and missions 
,:v-~ '1' ; in Latin America will be "put off" by the charismatic emphasis--althosgh 

\: .~-,~"·-'" ~ . I believe that it would do them no harm to expose themselves to it. ,; ..rr., 
~:.\ ',) I have the most trouble with chapter three: "• Baptism vi th the Hol7 Spirit • 

.1V•~}t t•,, " (the experience of Pentecost}". I have a number of detailed comments on 
1 

,;,,.,-··~. portiou of this chapter (and on a few others} which I am sending directly 
~)>·'',; =~~ to Pastor Morek in Spanish, with the intent that he seriously consider them 
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before he produces the final draft. 

The one point that I miss in the first eight chapters is the relationship 
between justilication by grace and by faith and the Holy Spirit. However, 
I observe that the tenth and last chapter or study, entitled "Walking in 
the Spirit," will have as the first of its three sections "the forgiveness 
of sins." I am sure that Pastor Morek will there have the opportunity to ~ , 
develop the relationship that I missed. My concern is whether it will be , ~·t;t'f.~< 
more effective to treat the forgiveness of ains at the end or the beginning 
of the course. Pastor Morek will have to decide on that point. ~he ninth 
chapter or study, which has also not yet been written, "The Church, the Work
manship and the 'Workshop' of the Holy Spirit," will also be important in 
order to give a full picture of the person and work of the Holy Spirit. 

I again want to stress that this course will be most helpful and will !ill 
a real need in our work in Latin America, and I hope that Pastor Morek, 
with his experience and equipment, will be able to continue writing courses 
for our Latin American extension seminaries. 

Sin~rely and fraternally yours, 
/(, T. il 

Robert T. Hoeferkamp 
Dean, Augsburg Lutheran Seminary 

co: Rev. Arnfeld Borck 
Prof. Neemias D~az 



Iiiay l 7th, l 0'70 
-'-../I...-' 

Dear Arnt: 

T:tis will be just a short note to 
let you in on '.'.hat ls e:oing on in Colombian 
extension program. 

As you can e::aL1er from the letter, 
we have discounted the idea of nrenaration 
of pastars t:troueh extension. That-would 
just take too long - may be even 20 years. 
So now we are concentrating on the ~repara
tion of laymen (or is it laypersons) for 
the different ministries. Concentrated study 
like this should not take more than 5-7 

of~ years and at the end (or even after every 
course) they would be given a cerificateo 
Upon era~uation they could be certified 

in their field. If someone would want to ~o on to be a pastor he 
would have to c;o to a regular seminary where the extension courses 
·xill be accredited. This mdllit lB:::ely 'N•.j_ll :rean Mexico. The SEI1!LA 
profesors (may be because of the Colo:,~bi;:m experience) have changed 
their attitude a lot o I j1)_st got back from r,'iexico and t!1ey now 
want to become fully integrated in the Mexican Lutheran Church lifeo 
This includes the seminarians who would be required to participate 
in regular congregati nal and evan[elistic activ~tieso This kind 
of an attitude ta~ces the bite out of Colc:(:::iz~n crj_tj_sism that ttey 
do not:tinc but sit around and stuC:y for 4 ~rears. Intelectually 
we2.1 nrenared but Dastorall v pract :_call v E~t i:::.g - all theory anC: 
no -r~ctlcea The piofesors have even co;teDplated the possibility 
and in the board meeting it ~as nassed th~t both SE~LA and Co-ex
te~ci6n cease to exist ihe way they are ro~ anf the two £et married 
anc_ become one bocly. Co-eztensi6n v:il2. t:l~~e u.,;:; tlr:i:3 CllJ.estion in 
th.eir ann'lilal meeting in July o Unfurtur.ately I vrill be 'U.able to 
attend. This, in my opinion, will be a muc~ healthier set up from 
tl:.e w2~y :it i;.:; :1 'i; _ :· •• iL also mean tt.:o.t :C'.ll extension courses 
\'-'~11 be ser:1ina::-:r accredi ted.and t"!':ere ·:rill ";)e no prob~_en r.-'hatsoever 
about caine from one to the other. Sxactly ~~at the new set u~ will 
look li-:(e :Is no":; }::novm but it will have to be com::_Jlete integration 
of the b•Jo modes of study. The profe scrs .. ,j L_ also receive nevr 
r:.•·r r"i.::-f'PY'P11t Y'e~"'OY!"'ihilit;os 1~ec~''l""P t'-ev ··.r~ll fOr'P} ::J;-'cTt Of '~'-'~~-~ ~---~~~..----- ~.---'- ~- /'-.Jl-' J_..._Q __ I...J __ ,.._ .. .L-....- I.J .._J...,.-'1.>__)--" ---"'._, \,....._ _...._ ~ • _.!.,. •• 

extension studies too. The whole ~or~s are becoming more interestinE 
all the tine. So happy writing! 

Sinceril7 :rours, 



SERVICIO LUTERANO DE INSTRUCCION TEOLOGICA 
POR EXTENSION 

D CARRERA 13 No. 55·56 - TELEFONO 353465 - APARTADO AEREO 53005 - CABLE: CELMOSA 

c.__ BOGOTA 2". COLOMBIA 

A: Felipe Anderson 
Hernando Lara 
Natanael Lizaraso 
Benjam!n Ojeda 
Arnfeld C.Morck 

17 de mayo de 1979 
Nehem!as Parada 
Roy Seger 
Ari st2.rco Silva 
Erfa!n Torres 
Gerardo filches 

Estimados cotrabajadores en Cristo: 

iQue el Senor Jesucristo les gu!e concediendoles el 
E:p!ritu de sabidur!a en la obra de ed.ucacion teologica en la 
congregacion en que esten sirviendo! 

11es adjunto el :plan de estudios basicos acordado en 
la reunion· de la directi va de SE:LITE en 12. semana nasada. Creo 

. . d ~ t . , . l ., 'd . t que se en:.;1en .e que es e no es r:.1nc;un curr1.cu v.r:1 r1g2.. o n1 am-
noco indica nin,g-una Jrecedencia de cursos cue uno tendr!a cue 
....... -- ..... ..L. ;l. . 1 ,, ', ~ . -· , 1 ,, segu1r en a con[;rega.c1on. Asl co~2o =ue :!..Yl::!.lcs.oo en a reur:.1on: 
u...no podr!a tamar u:n cur so de la Bi bl is. y le:. semana siguiente 

t d 
. h . l , ... . , .., . , - 1 ,,..., 1 . . " . es u 1ar ~ornl_e~lca y as1 a;~1car ~a ense~a~za 01~ 1ca 1nmea1a-

tamente en la ·oredic2.cion. Lo mismo Doclr!a hacerse estudiando un 
curso doctrinal. Esta manera de estudiar har!a todo el estudio 
de SELITE mas practi co y -~)or e 30 tari2bien r:mcho mas intere sante 
y beneficioso tanto para el estucLmte co2-:1o para lc:c congregacion. 

Ahor2, al,g:o en cuanto a. los ;:~ateri<:tles dis-oonibles. 
Materiale s que pueden usars\; ya: -

lo In"::roduccion al A.T. {Sa::r;;ey)- cs.ntiu:::uJ. muy limitada :pero 
- , + 'l . "' - . . ya ~o nan Uul_lzano en GUC~as ccngreeaclo~eso 

2. Hechos (!i:orck) - C2J'ltir:'.2.d. suficiente 
.. 'P . . . , . . t ('· r. ) ..... - d .f" . + ). ~.rlEClTJlos ae crec:1Lle11Jo HJC..ravrc.n, - can:-lC.a SU..LlClenve 
4 TT • l ,-t ' + ' ' " ~ • ' ~ " ' l + n • nor1,J.e -lea - C2.Ylvla.:.:>.u .Lll'Yll ::;2.ca; ac'tu:-' __ :~1e:r;."e se usa e ~ 

Saeqmoso. Ser~ bueno saber si ~a tenido buena acogida 
nor narte de los estud.iantes. Si esta es buena podremos 
tr~:!.t2"r de cor:.sen;uir ::is co:::ias, si no - hay otro libra 
nubl i cado ·Jor los ?re :=='hi terlac"lo s de Gc1.2.'te:r1ala que sitto.e 
;tra metod~lo~!a v ~~rece ser ~ueno. 

5. Introc~uccion a E-ufstoias P3;L1_inas (Venezuela) - cantidad 
3u.fj-: ciente. :?L~.ede 0er-·~1ir s.l e ;3t1..1dio de los Iie cho s. 

U.u·'er,',',-~~ .. ~ .. ;.,.,,.F c~'"".Ll' r1 ::.,r~eQ c,.,~i 0-]~~e,.,.Le"" ;;:p ec~.L1l•lioc· r'ie s Iif"'teo ( Anrli-
J,.l.. ~---'-' ..i.l.\...A..,j G\,J..LV l....l..·~·~'-- 11....1 -'A---·-· - _..,..; .._, \.,...;..~ .._,\,1 ...... \._ u ........ • . .L~ )\. C.) 

ceinos de Arcenti~la) y S.Jv.c~:n (l'.1.ter2.nos de Bolivia. 
-'c•toC' m~+e"l. ::o' ec: -_-,,n '--•l'G''"c- v ,~-,.,:!ctico" 7Jero ffil...lV volu:.,i-• ..J ~-_) U ;. ,_..... v - ..._..._...:._ t..J '--' \.... ~..L. '-' A .-- -.-...., ._~ .) -·~"' ~ '"-"" "'--' .L • ~'-" 

nosos. El estuQio de S.~ateo TioCr!a durar -oor lo :Jenos 
( 

- -~ -- , . 
un ano y rnedio soil. 5 tcL1o::: con _·_as o ;neno s 200 paglnas 
por tomo) y ol cJe 2. Juan r:._"J.iz{s CLYJ. arl.o 0 son 75 lecc::..o~~1es 
con 368 paginas). 

Materiale s C.ueno ;-:) cru.e se :puc:c~e C'lJ:L.e[Uir: 
l p;,.+r·,...i'' ,.e l'i Ir-·'~'r'J."' (u"e~·,,;-::;eric:y~'-' de Guatemala)- son 

• ... ,. ..L ,_) .- ,j ..i.. _a~ ..J_ _._ c~ 0 -l_ '- )....) - (..).., .j.. ...L ...... , ..... - ~- - .._.,. .... v 1-_j 

dos cursos cada uno con 2U li~ro y res~ectivo libra de 
trab~jo. El primero trata de la ~i~t~ria hasta la Reforma 
:r el ser,u::1clo- cle los :~cvir~iel:tc:::: :1as iffil)ortantes despues 
(1e l~t Reforr.-~2. llE~~:?ta. el siclo }CX. 

2. b~toc~os de ense"e:mza (Jor;-~~e Alle11) - trat;::,_ del plan cle 
· l · ,,..,~..,... ,,n,. lr:cc"_>~n. e l1 s e:?~ -~~:.r_ ~~J 011ell~::1. "';/ __ e:~ ~; LldT~e ~2.s c. e lJ J:'e ~~ '-~. ~::..~ (A ... -:t ~; ._, --

I I • 
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3. I Corintios y pastor;:o,les (AlL .. nza de Armenia) 
4. Introduc cion al 1~. T. (Pre sbi "tc;;::t..iana de Guatemala), 

parece g_ue tarr.bieE hav ot=::-o ::mblicc;.do ·Jor el Insti tuto 
TI , - • ' ~- ~ -'- ' -'; 
...Jl b..Ll co ue Occ:::·.& y :-.1ue se usa en Ar:~e~11c:: perc no he 
visto una muestr~ de este libro 

5. Genesis y Exodo (:Presbite:r-j_2_na de Guatemala) 
6. III Rxt!culo (Morek) - proximo per salir 
Adenas en el Institute B{blico de lirrnenia estan usando un texto 

para la. admin i strz.cion de la Escuela Domini cal. No he vi sto 
este texto y por eso no s~ si se puede recomendarlo. 

Para la Orga.nizacion cle una CongreR:2.cion nor ahora nor lo menos 
se puecie u•oar "Edificare mi '-'Iglesi~" (ahara agotado, perc 
si hay de!:r1anda se puede co::1seguirlo) esnecialmente si lo 
u-'cj l i za en con junto con "La Vida de la Ic;le sia como el 
Cue~o de Cri':::to" (:Bolivia, c.ntids.d suficiente) que se 
va a utilizar ahoTc.. en :Bucc:~:r;:;uaanga. 

l?csiolenete el a:?'.o enti'::.mte 11:a 2. salir el estudio de Efesios
Colosenses (Morek). 

Comnarando el olzm de e stuc_io s con lc. l L:>ta de materi2.le s 
e -n e--~ ~+ Y1 • ~ .; vp - .!. '--. t -- ----~ -<-.~lt - V(\?.1.. l. al En el -~ .d_;::. ve ... Cla pOlce~.cOS veT ..:..ct rel,lellG.:::t ..;_a. a Q8 ''•~-ver - • ... ...... 
~rea o!~Jl ice. no h2.v tex·:~o s Dar a Deuteronomio ni el Evangel io ( si no 
quiere usar ni S.M~teo ni s:v:uan e:xiEtentes). En el parea doctrinal 
no l-:ay nada en cu2nto a :Dios y hombre, I y II Art1culos, SacrdJ.nentos 
o Ic;2.esia Luterana y J.as de~·1as agrunaciones. En el estuO.io practice 
no }:.ay l)C1Ta e:-c~gesis, di:r'eCcion de cu.lto, rel8.Ciones humc:mas, evs.nge
lisr;;o y se2:;uL~i"'Eto, :nayorcom:La, autosusteninie:nto, d.esarrollo de la 
con'..;..~~l o un te~:to cof.ll)leto de la organizacionde la congregaciono 

El ~~1:?~::-:. cle es-'-~·)_c~ics nos :;;;v.sde 2,brir lo:·, ojos a las metz.s 
C]_lJ.e ::e dAten. 2.lc2.nza:r y a los recnrsos necesarios para al canzarlas. 
I\o·~ ~~;l)~de i~JJ~.ic--=-_:c· c~-~~-clles r~:.:-~teTi.:.=:~les ::1 o(~en1os l1sar de lo Cllle ya se lla 
P:Jc:r':'. -'-:.= y lo ~_;_ue todav{c:_ l:.?_ce f:'ll ta.- Ahora ~como vamos asu:plir lo 
f~l~~~te? Ucl ~ismo puede t.,.,~~~r de ?~e]a:r'arlo. Los p:rofesores de 
SEI~=li se ~~l3~L ccrc.prorr.cetic1o de esc~i~~i:r r:-la-teri:~,_les para los progr -xnas 
, ' . , - ll b l . d " , t c.e e~=~oenslo:n., pe:ro e ..... os no sa en _as necesl ao~es !)las urgen es Y 
cor:c:ret-::,_s de lo·:; dj_stintos caJ!l}JOS. Kosotros :;>cc~enos sugerirles en 
qu~ ~reas deben concentra:r sus es~~erzos. 

En_l~_rr6xima reu~ion de.~a d~re~tiva podemos revisar 
e~=:te ctll e lllClC .::r las areas CTUC.l. .. eS ·~co:::.d.e necesi tames materiales. 
Iv~ier-' "'.:r:c:._? t:J.r to fe.vcr de re ~·1 e::-=1 onc-~r so ore el lJl em de e studios, 
si 3S ~ebe hacer alsunos cambios c aciic~ones y la mejor manera . , 
de a~rcvecha:r los e3tu6~os en la co~gregac1on. 

A ten ta~'1e.ute, 

S. S 0 211 C~i sto 

~~ 
Vi es-fu.v-~ Pv.va ~ar.s 

~ I I .B 
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PLAN DE ESTU:OIOS PARA EOS 4 MilUSTERIOS BASICOS DE L~i. COl~·GR0.REGACIOH 

I PRE:OICACION II EVANGELISMO III EDUCACION IV IvlAYORDOMIA 

Se enfatiza 
exegesis y 
homiletica 

B 

Introduccion 
al A. y N. 
Testamento 

A.T.: 
Deuteronomio 
1 Profeta 

N.T.: 
1 Evaneelio 
Hechos 
l Ep:l sccola 

0 

:Dios y hombre 

Sacr&me:~to s 

Hi storia cie 
la Igle,sia 

co 1) .... 

Exegesis 

Eon1ileti ca 

:Direccion de 
culto 

I 

c 

R 

Se enfatiza 
evangelismo 
personal 

B L 

Introduccion 
Al Ao y No 
Testamento 

A.T.: 
Deuteronomio 
'l Profeta 

N.To: 
1 Evanc:elio 
:-Ie cho s 
l Ep:Lstola 

T R I 

I A 

Se enfatiza 
la Escuela Domi
nical y cate~uesis 

B 

Introduccion 
al A. y N. 
Testamento 

A.To: 

I 

Deuteronomio 
1 Profeta 

N.T.: 
l Evangelic 
Hechos 
l Ep:Lstola 

A 

B 

A 

Reconciliacion Dios y hombre 
(II Art:Lculo) 

La Iglesia Lute- Sacr8nentos 
rana, otras Igle-
sias y sectas 

A c 
Relaciones 

hu.'Tianas 

T 

Metcdolog!a de las 
distintas maneras 
de evangelismo 

SeGuimiento 

Historia de 
la Iglesia 

I c 
Metodolog:la de 
la ensenanza 

A 

Direccion de la 
Escuela Dor:;i.ni cal 

Se enfatiza 
entrega personal, 
cuidado de los re
cursos dis~onibles y 
su descubrimiento 

L I A 

Bases b£blicas en el 
Antigua y Nuevo 
Testamento 

.!.'I.: 

s I c A 

I & III Art:Lculos 

Introduccio:r.. a 
mayordom:La buena 
y mala 

_4-uto so stenilden to 

~esarrollo de la 
comunids"d 

0-rr:-·:or:.; z"' ,.,; o'Y1 de una ~oc:;.;.. .... .,..~.... CJ.. ..... ..~- .~.._ 

. , l congregaclon - e 
papel de cada fer
sana, socie2des y 
finanzas 



June 5, 1979 

Dr. R.T. Hoeferkamp 
SEMLA 
Apartado Postal22D-416 
Mexico 20, D.F. Meaico 

My dear brother Bob: 

Upon receiving your good letter of May 19, with enclosed comments, Hildur and I 
both exclaimed, "praise the Lord!" Thank you, Bob, and please don't feel guilty 
about the delay. I can identify very well with your feeling of periodical un
productivity and frustration because of work piled up. True, the circulation 
of the material has bean delayed some months, bu~ I feel happier and more confident 
about it having been reviewed by a theologian as caeeful, honest and biblical as 
you are. 

ELCC World Missions at Saskatoon extended my writing ministry last year upon the 
good evaluation that you and Neem!as made of my work, and now at their April meeting 
enthusiastically extended it "to June, 1980, at least". 

I have now taken into account your comments and have revised the MS accordingly. 
Now Hildur is typing up the final draft and will get it on its way for publication 
within a week or two. 

Thank you for good and careful work and for your encouragement at points where there 
was (is) danger of being misunderstood, such as in chapter 3 and i~ reference to 
what I say, in the hhapter on the church, about our denominational identity and 
recognizing what God is doing within the ranks of Catholicism. You realize, too,. 
that this comes from a person who could have reason to be a "Catholic hater" due to 
what we endured at the hands of the Roman Catholics in Colombia during "la violenc•a", 
1948-1958. 

Basically, I am leaving chapter 3, "El Bautismo con el Esp!ritu Santo" in its 
revised form, but incorporating the minor changes you suggest regarding: "la sola 
fe", p. 25; the matter of faith not being "un mere asentimiento intelectual"; 
the other sentence about the returning baptized peeson which now eeads: "Basta 
con que nos volvamos a El y al pacto bautismal. •• " The tinderlined has been added 
even though I do emphasize our "walking wet" with the waters of baptism, on p. 31. 

It seems that, at least by correspondence, it will be difficult for us to come to 
complete agreement on the matter of Christian experience, whether it be that of 
"conversion" or subsequent experiences. I certainly hope to have avoided the 
danger you so rightly point out: that of making a pereon feel inferior or incomplete 
because of not having had a certain experience. Even in the statement under the 
diagram I do not speak of a stereotyped experience but of the totality of life-long 
Christ•an experience. This will be made clearer by adding: "a travea de la vida". 
So it will read: "El ministerio total de Jesucristo para nuestra salvaci6n y 
santificacion se halla latente, potencial e inherente en el bautismo y ha de 
llegar a su desarroleo complete por medic del Esp!ritu Santo en la experiencia 
_personal de cada creyente a traves de la vida." (Ef. 1:13-14; 4:30; II Cor. 5:5; 

•ev ;;L 
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Fil. 1:6; II Pet. 3:18). 

I guess that in your German, Missouri Synod, bac:qround there could have been an 
over-emphasis on the objective and the non-experiential in our relation to God, 
and in my Danish Inner-Mission heritage there could have aeen an over-emphasis 
on the subjective experience of our response to God's grace. Yet, as you have 
seen, I strongly emphasize the total objectivity of God's coming down to us in 
salvation. I also view authentic: Christian experience as o)jec:tive workings of 
God in us and for us ••• not something we do~ . Hem I would also include the 
controversial experience of Pentec:ost,~or it is God's unction upon us, His 
powerful Spirit coming into our weakness, equipping us for fruttful service. And, 
if I am understanding you correctly, you are not discrediting such experience ••• 
only guarding against any impression that it would leave those, that had not in 
some clear-cut way experienced it, feeling that they were inferior or incomplete. 

As you know, there are Missouri Synod colleagues that have been much more vocal 
than I in the renewal movement; for example, Erwin Prange, whom you probably know. 
I save tried to walk a path of mediation between "trigger-happy" charismatics and 
stuck-in-the-mud people who see no need at all for renewal.. See enclosed copy 
of "prologo" to "Creo en el Esp!ritu Santo". 

By the way, just as a personal appreciation for your beautiful, brotherly concern 
in helping me with this book, I am sending you, under separate cover, a copy of 
Prange's first book, TilE GIFT IS ALREADY YOURS, and a copy of Larry Christenson's 
THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AMONG LUTIIERANS. You may have read them. If so, give 
them to someone else who might be interested, or place them in the SEMLA library 
if they are not already bhere. I understand that some of Prange's writingsuare to 
appear in Spanish. 

I know you will put the best construction on what I say and do in this respect also. 
I consider you superior to myself academically, intelec:tually, spiritually, and, 
perhaps, even experientially. Yet, both of us might be more joyous, more freed-up, 
more dynamic and effective with a constantly freSh and over-flowing infilling of 
the Spirit. I must oonfess to having neglected "the gift that is in me". Therefore, 
Paul's admonition to Timothy about "stirring up' the gift" hits me quite directly. 

Now, to get back to the MS. With due respect to your s~erior scholarship, I 
disagree with you on the book of Acts being written later and schematizing the 
Pauline doctrine of the Spirit. No matter how we view the abrupt and non-conclusive 
ending of Acts, it seems to me, 1.&tionceivable that the author would not have mentioned 
Paul's activity after the first Roman imprisonment and his martyrdom if it were 
written later than all his epistles. Later than some, ~es. Even though the 
argument of silence is not conclusive, I date Galatians before the Acts 15 conference 
for the simple reason that Paul does not avail himself of that important decision 
when refuting the Judaizers in Galatians. As you know, John A.T. Robinson applies 
the same kind of reasoning now, redating all of the N.T. books before the year 70, 
mainly because none of them mentio~as a historically completed event, the destruc
tion of Jeausalem. 

I also believe that Luke wrote the book of Acts and was personally present with 
Paul, at least in all of the "we" sections of Acta. Even though these sections 
have been diversely explained, they read with the crispness of an eye-witness 
account that well fits Luke, the doctor. Luke was, I believe, very c:l~se to 
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Paul (II Tim. 4:11; Col. 4:14). Hence, I feel we do him an injustice by insisting 
that Acts 1s not a good source of doctrine or that it conflicts with Paul. At 
the same time, obviously, I guard agains~ building totally on Acts for a complete 
pneumatology. 

I heartily agree with you on the desirability of bringing more of Luther's rich 
insights into the discussion of the church, but find it difficult to do now without 
lengthening a study that is already too,long. ·For the same reason I am also · 
leaving the matter of the ehurch and the Ringdom of God as is, even though I may 
be guilty of slight ambiguity in those introductory remarks where I lump the two 
concepts together without adequate explanation. 

You are also right in' cautioning me to check the Ver. Pop. with the Greek. As I 
now work with Ephesians, I discover several weaknesses there and ilsewhere; e.g. 
Rom. 5:1. 

As to the minor gramatical defects you note, I think some of the chapters you 
received had not been reviewed yet by Jos~ Hemin Ariza. 

We are really happy about j,ar teaching sessions with our Colombian students 
in July. God will truly use you to enrich their faith and insight in His Word. 

Cordial greetings from home to home. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Arnfeld c. Morek 

Encl. 
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10 enero 1980 

SERVICIO LUTERANO DE INSTRUCtiON TEOLOGICA POR EXTENSION 
Box 1242, Camrose, Alberta, Canada T4V 1X2 
Telefonos: Ofc. {403) 672-9332 Res. {403) 672-7523 

Muy estimados miembros de Co-Extension y 
el Rector de Semla: 

Reciban ustedes el mas cordial saluda en los vinculos del amor cristiano y mis 
deseos de que el ana nuevo les traiga las abundantes bendiciones del Senor Y que 
la nueva decada sea de gran avance para la iglesia de Cristo bajo la acertada 
direccion del Espiritu Santo. 

Nuevamente les agradezco el haber podido acompanarles en la reun1on plenaria del 
pasado julio en Antigua. Agradezco tambien recibo de las Aetas de la misma Y el 
libro "Estudios en las Sagradas Escrituras", Volumen 1, El Pentateuco, par 
Guillermo A. Ross, que llego en el momenta de escribir la presente, unto con el 
"Curso: Genesis" sobre dicho libra, sacado en mimeQ,grafo. 

Sin haber tenido la oportunidad de leer dichos materiales, me pregunto, sin 
embargo, si el trabajo que yo haria sabre el Pentateuco no sobrar!a. Por eso 
pido al Coordinador de Co-Extension y al Rector de Semla una evaluaci6n de la 
obra del Dr. Ross y de las hojas mimeografiadas de estudio que, a todo parecer, 
se estan hacienda sabre cada libro del Pentateuco, basadas en el libra de Ross. 
(Yo tengo solamente las hojas sabre Genesis.) Agradecer!a el que me hiciera 
llegar tal evaluacion cuanto antes, pues, si estos trabajos pueden suplir la 
necesidad que existe en completar los materiales exigidos por el curriculum basico -1 
de Co-Extension, no debemos duplicar tanto trabajo. Mejor ser!a usarlo y asignarme 
a m! la preparacion de otros materiales. Naturalmente, ser!a ventajoso para el 
alumno tener todo programado en una unidad lo de Ross, as! que trabajar!a solamente 
con tal texto programado y la Biblia y no con tres unidades. 

Aprovecho tambien la oportunidad de hacer referencia a la pagina 5, parafo 2, 
de las copios!simas Aetas de julio, 1979, que reza: "Pide la palabra el Rev. 
Morek .para hacer la defensa de su actuacion en Colombia. Dice que su falla fue, 
quizas, de arden administrative, pero lo que sf recuerda bien, enfatiza, es que, 
al volver a Colombia en 1970, todos los pastores le acompanaron en sus planes y 
lo apoyaron totalmente." 

Parece que no di en el clava al explicarme, pues no dije exactamente eso. El Sr. 
Efra!n Torres tiene raz6n al decir que hubo oposicion a Selite por ser la ETE alga 
impuesta desde afuera (no impuesta por mi) y que algunos de los pastores no le 
dieron el apoyo que se esperaba. Lo que yo recalque fue el hecho de que en la 
Asamblea General de la Iglesia Evangelica Luterana - S!nodo de Colombia, de enero 
de 1971, a pesar de la oposicion que hubo, se voto unanimemente en pro del plan 
de Selite y par m! como director de el. Luego, en la practica, unos apoyaban el 
plan y ensenaban en el programa y otros se mostraban tibias. 

Con la ferviente oracion de que el Senor de la Iglesia les acompane y les fortalezca 
en sus labores, me despido 

Su servidor en Cristo 

~f~~ 
Arnfeld q. Morek 



MISION LUTERANA PARA BAJA CALIFORNIA 
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SAhl DIEGO, (;AllfORNIA ?2lt4 
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23 de febrero de~'1.9BO 

Rvdo. Neemias Dlaz l4azariegos 
Co-Extension 
Apartado Postal 20-416 
,., • "'0 D r,o ._,,,~ • .:.. 
.:ex~co t:. , · •••• , he.AACO 

huy estimado colaborador en Cristoa 

Hace alrunas se~anas sacamos «as fotoconias del manuscrito 
de CR£0 JEN .EL .i!:SPirliTU 3AHTG, tiramos 1~ portada por mimeO
grafo, y encuadernaoos todas las paginas para formar el 
libra. ~ntonces ya tenemos dos ejemplares del opus magnum. 

~na copia voy a llevar a Guatemala la semana entrante, 
cuando salgo el martes para pasar dos semanas en aquella, , 
preparando otros manuscritos. La otra guardaremos en esta 
para nue6tkD archive. 

81 manuscrito original conservamos hasta que recibamos in
struc££mnes a donde se deba a enviar. 
tHan terminadd ustedes todavfa con el tiraje de todas las 

OJas y el trabajo de encuadernaci6n? ~ueremos ver al me
mento mas propicio el producto terminado. r-·avor de enviar
nos unos ejemplares. 

, "' 
Segun lo que me informan de C~uatemala la factura, nu:nero 62, 
se le envio antes del fin del a.iio. He ima~ino que ~ fue 
recibido. ~sa se puede pagar directame~te a la oficina en 
Guatemala, aunque el trabajo fue hecho en. 3an .Jiego. 

~Ha vista usted los dos lib:t:Ds que prepa.ramos u1 timamente, 
enti tuladas las 1lAZA.iJAS D;.:.; LCS APc.3'l'UW:;, '.Lomas I y II? 
Las diez lecciones de cada libra estan basadas en el Libra 
de los Hechos y tratan de la hi.:.toria de la Iglesia durante , 
ese periodo. Hay en los dos casas libra para alumna y para 
maestro. Se puede adoptar para ninos, adalescentes, a adul
tos. ~se material se produce en Guatemala. Vamos a enviar
le unas muestras, cuando llego la semana que viene. Tal vez 
se podJ::lo. usar en algunas de sus clases en sus visitas en
tre las iglesias. 

Daniel Saavedra ahara estf trabajanda por tiempo complete 
con nosatras en Tijuana. Ha iniciado trabajos muy intere
santes. Tendremos que invitarle a visitarnos cuando proxi
mamente este en el norte de Nexico. 

Que el~enor siga bendiciendo todos sus esfuerzos, es el 
deseo ~herman a en Cristo, 

Robert~~~ussick 
cc t Arnf eld Borck ~ 



24 February 1980 

The Rev. Arnfeld C. Morek 
Box 1242 
Camrose, Alberta, Canada T4V 1X2 

Dear Arndt: 

Again, a delayed responae~to you reply of 26 December. 
The month of January was an extraordinarily busy time. 
Then on top of it, I came down with the flu the beginning 
of this month, which out about two weeks. It was mean. 

As you see in my letter to Neemias, we have not received 
any word from him on the progress with the production of 
the book. I hope that they are not having problems. I, 
too, am anxious to see it. 

As I mentioned, we had photocopies made of the manuscript 
and bound up two books. Look very good. One I will take 
to Guatemala on Tuesday of this week far our files there. 
The other I will keep here. I am hoping to find the time 
one of these months to read it. 

Thank you for the information on the stencils. You are 
fortunate to receive a special discount from Gestetner. 
We are not that lucky in any of the three countries where 
we do our purchasing: U.S.A., Me3d:co, or Guatemala. 

The experiences which we have had in the:;:past in sending 
vinyl stencils to various countries in Latin America have 
all been good. We send them as "printoo::matter," since 
the burned stencil is printing on the surface of the sten
cil. 

My hope is that I can get back to the work on the church 
history later this year. It would be a good feeling if 
we could have the manuscript ready for review by the end 
of '80. We would like to send the manuscript to select 
readers arofund Latin America for their reactions before 
going into the final preparation of the text. Neemias 
was well pleased with the first nine chapters that deal 
with the Church outside of Latin Ame:i:ica. 

Our warm personal greetings to all of you from all of us! 

~c})r~y in the Savior's 

R~F. Gussick 

service, 
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Taller sobre "Ordenaci6n, Mlsi6n y Ministerio en America Latina" 
Lista de Participantes 
Bogota, 14-15-16 de Agosto, 1980 

1o. Pastor Dr. EUGENIO ARAYA 
Iglesia Evang.elica Luterana 
Avda. Lota 2305 - Casilla 15167 
Santiago, Chile - South America 

2o. Revdo. IVAR AGOY 
Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Noruega 
Hisi6n Luterana Sudamericana de Noruega 
Casilla 178 
Cuenca, Ecuador - South America 

3o. Sr. REYr-1ERT BARTRA VASQUEZ 
Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Nacional Andina 
Avda. Republica de Chile No. 566, Jesus Maria, Apartado No. 723 
Lima 100, Peru - South America 

4o. Revdo. HELMUT BURGER 
C.P. 2876 
90.000 Porto Alegre RS 
Brasil, South America 

5o. Revdo. EDELMIRO CORTES 
LCA, S!n~do del Caribe 
Rox 3215 Bayam6n Gardens 
Puerto Rico 00620 

6o. Revdo. RENE CUSICANQUI V. 
Casilla 8471 La Paz 
Bolivia, South America 

7o. Profesor NEEMIAS DIAZ MAZARIEGOS 
Co-Extenai6n - Apdo. Postal 20-416 
Mexico 20, D.F. Mexico/ 

8o. Revoo. RUBEN DOMINGUEZ MARTINEZ 
S{nodo Luterano de Mexico 
Apdo. Postal '61 
Chihuahua, Chih., Hexico 

9o. 

Hl. Revdo. SAMuEL R. FLORES 
t.: i si6n Luterana Mexicana del Centro 
/.J<~rtado ,Postal No. 756 
Lc6n, Gto. Mexico 
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Taller sobre "Ordenaci6n, Misi6n 
Lista de Participantes 

y Ministerio en America Latina" 

Bogota, 14-15~16 de Agosto, 1980 

11. Senorita FEBE MAGDALENA FLORES ROBLES 
D!az Mir6n 115, Dpto. 202 
Le6n, Guanajuato, Mexico 

12. Revdo. MIGUEL ANGEL FERNANDEZ ESPINO 
Iglesia Luterana Espiritu Santo 
Apdo. Postal No.26 -Ahuachapan 
El Salvador, Centro America 

13. Revdo. Dr. KARL GERVIN - y Senora Gervin 
Church of Norway 
Underhaugsveien 15 
Postboks 7062 Homansbyen 
Oslo 3, Norway 

14. Revdo. LEOPOLDO HEIMANN 
Igreja Evangelica Luterana do Brasil 
Cx. Postal 202 
93 000 Saa Leopoldo, RS, Brasil• South America 

15. Revdo. PETTER HOLST 
Iglesia de Noruega 
Casilla 3927, Guayaquil, Ecuador- South America 

16. Profesor ROBERT T. HOEFERKAMP 
Seminario Luterano Augsburgo 
Calle de la Otra Banda 54 .. A. Postal 20•416 
San Angel, Mexico 20, D.F. 

17. Rcvdo. JAMES E. HENNEBERGER 
Divisi6n for Word Mision and Ecumenism 
Lutheran Church in America 
231 Madison Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

18. Revdo. JOHN JOHNSON 
FIEL del Ecuador 
Casilla 1334, Cuenca, Ecuador- South America 

19. Profesor MARCOS KEMPFF 
Instituto Teol6gico por Extensi6n 
"Juan de Frias" .. Apdo. 187 Maturi~, Edo.Monagas 
6201-A -Venezuela, South America 

20. Revdo. HERNANDO LARA RAMIREZ 
Iglesia Luterana-S!nmdo de Colombia 
Carrera 13 No. 55-56 
nogota, D.E. Colombia- South America 
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Tnller sobre "Ordenaci6n, Hisi6n y Ninisterio en America Latina" 
Lista de Participantes 
Bogota, 14-15-16 de Agosto, 1980 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

Pastor C~UuOS LESKO B. 
Consejo Luternno de Venezuela 
Apartado 68.360, Caracas 1062-A 
Venezuela, S.A. 

Revdo. CARLOS LINDQUIST 
American Lutheran Church 
Casilla 1334, Cuenca 
Ecuador, South America 

Revdo. KENNETH MAHLER 
D&ocesis Luterana de Costa Rica y Panama 
Apartado Postal 445, Panama 9A 
Rep. de Panama 

Revdo. ARNFELD C. MORCK 
Box 1242, Camrose 
Alberta, Canada T 4 V 1 X 2 

Revdo. CIRO MEJIA 
Apartado Postal 1905 
Santa Ana 
El Salvador- Centro America 

26. Revdo. RICARDO .PIETRANTONIO 
ISEDET, Camacua 282, 1406 Buenos Aires 
Argentina,SOUTH Al-IERICA 

!\../' 27. Revdo. VICTOR PAVASARS 
Iglesia Divino Redentor -A.Aereo I 1681 
Bucaramanga, Santander.Norte 
Colombia, South America 

28. Revdo. JORGE POSFAY 
FLM. 150 Route De Ferney 
1211 Ginebra 20 
Suiza. 

29. Revdo. RODOLFO R. REINICH 
Iglesia Evangplica del Rio de la Plata 
Esmeralda 162, 1035 Buenos Aires 
Argentina, South America 

30. Dr. RAYHOND S. ROSALES 
World Mision Prayer League 
232 Clifton Avenue 
Mineapolis, Min. 55403 -USA 
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31. Revdo. MARTIN SAMANIEGO C. 
FIEL del Ecuador 
Casilla 1334, Cuenca 
Ecuador - South America 

32. Pastor JUAN A. SCHWINDT 
Iglesia Evangelica del Rio de la Plata 
Esmeralda 162, 1035 Buenos Aires 
Argentina -South America 

33. Dr. JOHN STUMME 
Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Unida 
Jose Pedro Varela 3035 
1417 Buenos Aires 
Argentina - South America 

34. Revdo. JUSTINO URI 
Casilla 8471 La Paz 
Bolivia, South America 

35. Dr. SOREN BOL~QER 
Carnacua 282 · 
1406 Buenos Aires 
Argentina- South America 

36. Dr. YOSHIRO ISHIDA 
150 Route De Ferney 
1211 Ginehra- Suiza 
l''LH. 
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J:Ol,O'fA, 14-15-16 DE A(-:Os10,1980 

Rf·:CO?lENilAC W:HO:S : 

Nosotros lns reunidos en estc Tnller lue~o de haber ~studinrlo y reflcxionado accrca 
rlel Tcmn y:: mencion.-1do, hc:-r<):J ~cordado en prescntar n nucstr!ls lg,lcsias alr,unas cx
hortacioncs, conclu;:;iones y recomcndnciones. 

Hemn~ crcirlo sen nuc>:::tro dchcr pedir r.my rcspetuos?r:"l~nte que l::ts I;;le.sias se concie:1 
ticen de los sip,uien::es formulaciones: 

P.Flill1ACIONES GEclERALES 

1o. - F.xit>te un Nini.!~tcrio p,enernl de t0da la Igle!lin que forma parte .de la raz6n de 
~"r ln r:-d;:;m,,. r·:l lluc·:..-.. Testrmento contcmpla el hccho de fJlle ln fe en el Dios 
{·!c• .lf'\!ltlt"": r 1 :1tn :·.~ C')~:prcnn ncccflnricm·~rtt<'! C'n J!iniat~r·i o~. To do d lsc i pulo bnutiz:l 
ci'J rn ~:1en('.1nlr:~c!ntc: un lHnjtH.l·o. 

2o. - El ~linint(lrio Gcncrnl t.fcnc una cloblc dimcn~i6n , a enh<:!r unn internn-~ ln 
f•di ficnclon n~ ln IGlcr.i.n misma, y otra C}ttcl.:na dirigida hac1a ln socicdad co-,_ 
mo r~r.timonio d~ p.-1.lahrn y obra; nmbns dimcnsioncs son incii soluhles. 

3o. - J\Cf'rCA de cHcho tlinbtcrio cl Nuevo Tcetnmento scilala dos (2) linenmientos gc
nr>r,'\le~. Prir.:Tr.o el f-:lccrdocio real 6 univcrsnl de lMl crcy~ntcs y cl Hiniste
rio nsp~ciol u oficio de la Palnbra y los Sacrnmentos, csto ~ltimo sc concluyc 
en el nrdculo 5o. ctc lo ConfosiCn de Augsbnrgo. 

4o. - En cl p11chlo d~ Diog el Rsp!ritu Santo mnnifiesta Dones diversos capacit,ndo 
ll!1 1 .1 la Iglesia para la pro pia cdi ficaci6n y el scrvic io <1l mundo. No debe ol 
virb;·se ln c:n.s.-,nn;1za de los Done!"! (j11C clamficn la DoctrinR. dol Sacerdocio Ur1T 
vcrsal de lo:: crc:ycntes. I 

5n. ·- En Cll~tnto n.J. ii::_nintt~rio Especial (Crdcnaco, /\po:;tolado) se prtict:ica dentro del 
S.xenioc io n .-:.::. 6 un i vc:-.:sal en tc::-minon de la predic<tc i(Sn de 1 a Palabra y la 
~~mi11istrnci6~ de lo~ S~crnmcntos, ln enscfi~nza y la Diacon!a tanto en su dimen 
si<;n pcn,on::J corno ~oci.--,1. I.n e"intcncia de la Palnbr:> y los Sncramenton rcc;ui~ 
re rl0l Oficio rnra los mismos. 

r,fJ. - Ad<'miis de la p-rc~d-tcaclon de la Pnlahra y la administraci.6n de los Sacrarro!ltoa, 
ll\ labor Pasto~:~al lncluyc cl ayudnr a los fides e C'ncontrar sus Dones, crear 
,.~true turns id:Sncns pt.<ra L1 rrli.cticr1 de los nir:mos y la c.apaci tacion correspo~ 
d i f'n t c. 

7o. - !'or ot.ro ]aclo, cl .Ministerlo e:sro.dnl se co:7,pletn si s~ nr:lcti:a la divcrsiclaJ 
d~ t·lini<Jt,~tio:; onlcnllrl~i[l, en lt\ tlnidad del C':-n{ritu v d,., .:Kn<•;:-oo con las nccesi 
drvlr·'1 contexttlHt<!:;, con.o dr> h0.cho yn fJ~ ln • 1 ,~~-'> c>n L-1 lnrr·.a tr-:Hlic i<'\n Cris::iii. 
nn, tnl05 cr,,,w el il7!,r0nu<;o y ln En:Jcof1::.;:;~n. ( Vcr I·>;f!tJe,n:l 2··:1 de ln Ponenci:~ 

;-;1 tl;ni.<Jterio (].:! i~odo:; l03 creyc<1t(';; l)~lutiz<~,:c::;). 



10. 

.. 2 -

- .)C recomienda scgul-r: c.pn ln practi~a de la Ordenaci6n y cl uso del tthmino, 
porque tencmon scSl idns ba:::cs B:fbliCI.\5 y doc trin.1l~s pnra Afi rma.r y prnc ticar 
la rnismn. La Orc1e11aci6n d(!De ser practicada en el car;o de todos los Hinis
terios especinlcs ( punto 7 anterior) • 

2o. - .La 0rdcnnci6n depende funrlmnentalmente del llamado y no necesarinmente de los 
~studio~ ncademicos aunquc una formacion teologica basica es indispensable. 
Tamhicn se recomienda que todos los Ministerio.'l Ordenados practiqucn una cdu
caci6n teol6gicn continuada. 

3o. -

4o. -

Los requisites indinpensables para cualquier Ordc::nncion son : 
- llamado cxterno c interno 

- pr.eparaci6n Ordcnncln y pApec!fica de ncuerdo con la situacion socio-cnl tural 
- cualidnd~n ecplrltunlcs y personalcs 
- un peri' odo rl(! p1~ilc: tic a y cxper:f.cncin a mnncro do prueba 

lA. Timoteo 3: 1·13 - Tito 1: 5•9 

dur<tci6n de la 0rdenaci6n es por ticrnpo indeterminado pero no necesnrie.mcn
te vi tnlicia. 

J..A PROBLEMATICA ECOUOHICA 
---------------------------

- En America Latina, uno de los fac tares que ohstnculiza la puesta en marcha de 
los Minint~rio9 e3 cl econ6rnico. El Toller rccomicnda por tnnto, que no se de• 
)~ de cunmlir ln rli~"i6n que Dios,ha tra-,~s de Je:;ucristo, nos hH cncor.1cnclnclo 
ror lnfaltn de rcctJ~~oa flnoncieros. E3 nccesnrio cl uco de nu0stra crentivi
d..:;d pL1;:·.1 .s11plir lan ncce.sid[tdcs de lnn Iglcsin'3. Un cjc.-nplo rodra scr la for
nile ion de cquipos ilinisterinles, y t£nhicn el uso de t1inistros voluata;~ios. 



TAtLfR 2;0n:.m "ORD;~iii\ClON-N:;:~:.10:~ Y l'.:;:I.lS._:::~ _..::, ~· ... : ;:;;-;..C.I\ LATINA" 
------··· 

Rccomcnd<lcioncs gE:nerales a las Iglesia~ y al VI C0ngreso Luterano Latino<..:neri
cano ll cclehrnrse en Bop,ota del 17 al 23 de Agosto de 19 1 0; 

1o. - Reconocemos que no hemos podido o.studinr todos los ~snectos conccrnicntes 
;;l Tcmn del T~ller y por lo t.r:nto rcco:nend~sos que 1 ns Iglesias por !:U 

~"""-"...._-><--!:..:~~.,_....__,_,_,'---"o~t~r~o~Tali c;: tt"ntcn los siguientro~ M;pect:o3 : 
la muj Ct'J 

- ln~ consccuencins de la prncticn que esta nueva forma de Hinisterio 
f'ltl<'de pro cue i r en ln est rue turn eclctJil1stica 

- In cordin~ci6n de los diatinton Ministcrios 

- ~~ rccnnocimicntc de los Ministcrios entre las divcrsas Iglesias 

ln cuesti6n del osunto de qui{n ordcna 

2o. - Se recomienda que el dcpartcmcnto de Estudios de la Pederaci6n Luterana 
tlundial col<>.bore en la o1.·ganiz~ci6n de un Taller sobre "Ad0raci6n y L:i
turgi.a" a lr. luz de estan idr!nS ~obre r!:i.nisterio y en el contcxto Lati
nomn~ricano. 

3o. - Se recomicnda as! mismo a las Iglesias de A~erica Latina, el estudio de 
aspectos co~o Dones Carism,tico3, Cnrncterizoci6n de Ministerios como D!a 
cona!l, Pantor, llllc!Jtros, segun cl Nuevo Tcst.~-r,cnto y el cstudio sabre la
C<m 1; r~r,flc i6n 1 ocn l. En CB tos t rnbaj o u 1 ns J r.l cni a~ ref eri dn.'l p<)(lrf i'D so
ltr:itrn: r.r>lHhOrl\cJ()n dul depn1~l:<iilOrtto de F.r.tudios rlc ltl F.L.M. y ,"\n! co;;o:o 
n11''" nn\:ll~ll·">G into1'(::,;~do:J. 

NEEf.llM~ lHAZ l·l. 

Socretnrio Ad-hoc 



(;('. l~rmr;r·'sn L utPr<m:J :....~,tirn.?1meric3no 
l7-2l d~ ~gonto ~e l9JD. P0cot~ rol. 

1.- iJ1r trf've:nentc ~na CXi•lic;Jci6n CC lo C:!JP. r~s clil Semin.Jrio pCT ext:'nsi(in, 
!nclui~ ?1simi3~c ln 1UE es.Co-Extensi6n y ~{no func~on~. 

2.- La rilU·~·:-cE:; en A.L. s'" er.cuentra mal distrihuic2. Por rique::a entirnco 
a los ~i~nes raterioJes ~U3 s2tisfacen necEsidades hu~an3s y qua acle
m2;,, s e : cumu 1;, en gr:ond es c _n tid a des ;1or ur;o:~ cuan tos. H ecursos Si'l

+is"ft::r:tore~~ --1~ necesid,:Jder; Sf'rian loc:: ~limentos,· la CiiS<o, El vutun6-
r- 1 .. . , • . vil, x~3xve~::co~ P~_ ubrigo. ~-n e, SJ.~.tP'll-- soc'oP.cnorT•Jt:c :::un. nos rJ f]n. sc 

:'w•ci 2 cons ide rar tal:lbit§n :~orno riqUf~Za 2 a.·; ue Ilo::; medias que pr:;rn: i ten 
la arlquisici6n d~ lo 0rriba crtJ~ciado t~lcs ~0mo los implemenL~·· ~? 
producri6n y nl di~ero. 

l.- Eo IIL!':stro •n~"dio, l_a educaci6n S8 h::~ con•J?rtico tambi£n en une1 '-'i'J per 
m~dio de la cual pu~den satifAcerse necesidades per lo ~ue se le puP~L 
80n~i~er~r ~nmo tina riqueza. ~ refiero dcsde leugo a un tipo Je sduca 
Clc:o que se·1 lu::r.:Jt.ivcl como p•Jr ejemplo Jn univcc:rsit<Jria. r·::~ segunda 
clfir~~ci6~ enton~n3 es cue l~ Pducaci6n, tomada como una ricue~2. sa 
nnctl'~:-~trE". inequi tc;+ivrme~te ~Estribu=.dc entre un rerucido se~tor de pr:: 
·tiJ 'rgi:l~~o~;. .\si como rJ pr:Jbre de he co':'formerse ::on unas r11ig:j as de 
p~n, unns ~uantos h~r~pos y un~s miser2bles rhozas d~ CGrt6h, dr 1~ misr· 
f::n'il:!, ~·e la cnTldE·r.a a me::!io lPer y escribir ruanda no,} :!n,·1fe'-w+isv 

4.- Cu~nrlc en A.L. l~s opri~idp~ clamar. par Justicia exigen n~ s~la~ente 
una ju:::>tu r:listr~~uci6n de los ~if'Jlex bienes materiales sine ir.clt!··-, :ie 
1os m~~ins ~oy 0JtarrPnt~ valorGdos c~Do !leri~ el CG30 de 1~ Pduc~~i(n. 
Lo c;ur "'8 h::;ce ~:-. rrt:c~'"H' ;·-d>-;e: ~ h,-,,, ,-,c:r , jr-or--:;~·:~o i·~€:<_::::,~, "'" ;,-!·:,;- si· 
!':·,,::; c1 Ljf' ;-•or;~,it:~n t..:l accc,,o del pueblo,; una ma::,,o± inform:oc:ion, · sto f· 

lo qua se cnnocP. como demo~rtAti?aci6n de la ense~anza. 

6.-

P~r ln ~uR re~re~ta 2 1~ 2du~~ci6n teol6gica, mucha ge:o~c ~r ha ~arlo r· 
tc rl~ ~uc ~s yn tienpo de cn~p2rtirl~ P~uitativ~m~nt~ ~on ln iglP i~. 
no es 1·· r~1~e3ion exclusiva de unn ~lite y nuc ~] laicarlo ~odo, de~~ 

ner !Ena acce~o 3 ella. Esta es unn de las r~?~nes de xistir rlPl ] ~~~~0 
Semin~rio de ext~nsi(n. 

Gon rl ~emin3rin de extensi6n, 2dem~s deJ h~~~~ de comr~rtir cor. ~trn~ 
Ja riqu~za teol6gica s~ tienrn tod2vi~ un2s VPntajas m&s. Conn los or 
~udics se tom~n en el cnn~exto del alumna, 6ste tie~a la oprtunid~d de 
de RjRrERrx~xx~~Rx~iRxt~~t~xl~xtR~xi~xzxz~xix combin~r a cedn dia l2 
teori2 y la pr~ctica. Su forrn2ci6n se dG en r::l contPxto de sus ~Pcesi 
dades y las de la i~lesia y ror tal motivo, 81 ~lumno puerle descuhrir 
m6~ f~citmente aquello que rPalmente ~ecP~ita r::n su form~ci6~. Un nun 
m5s que debe aAadirs~ es que la formaci6n rnsulte much!simo r~s ~arata 
~~ por Jo tant~, m&s accrde co~ la condici6n e~on6mica de nuestras igl: 

7.- Un ~unto m&s que veo en la ETC quiero expresarlo a lA luz de las reco 
mendaciones rlrl Taller sotrP rrden2ci6n que celebrsmos la semana pasa
da. Si Jas igJesi2s logran alg6n dia poner en prpetica una diversific. 
ci6n del ministPrio ello segur~~ente va a i~plicar nuevsa form~s da dar 
instru~ci6n teol6gica, en est~ ccntex6o, ETE bi~r. puede ser una altern' 
tiva t:Jr.;<:,n:ln r:n cuen"t<_ las 'Jr::nt::Jj i.'S dei:xp!t<H~tr~x,-.~:t~:r::i:~x~ sefl:Jlsduc· en r::l 
Dunto anterio:":":". 



EDUCACIUN NO FORMAL Y ~U INFERinHIDA~ 

M chas snn las p~rson8s que que hoj se oponen a ETE adu~icndo que la P§eparac 
qH~ suministr~ es inferior 2 la poriveidil par cl sistema trarlicional. E dicE 
inc'uso que en rJn memento cuando la soci~dad valor5za M~ y exige m~s y m&s lc 

.. grades academicos es contr:dictorio no equ.::_par:lr mejor " los futures ministro~ 
Yo creo que esta forme de penser M® en. parte no es correcta BM~~ aunque si rE 
conozco cierta ~6gica a su planteam~8nto. Hemos ~ ~irlo enseAsdos que la e 
~liHllasi61J se adquiere en el aula y qrre los univer,;idac!cs, tanto como los semj 
rios, ~on lo~ fabricant8s de profesionistsa y pastorcs. Nuestro concepto de B! 

tudiante re~ponde a un ptar6n determinado y cuando se da un caso donde el 
relative enclasutramiento escolar no se produce tenemos la tendencia a desva[ 
lorizarlo. 
Debo d~cirles a Uds. que desde_ya hace algunos a~on se ha inc~ementado el 
cuestionamiento de estes conceptos y a cada vez m~d, las invAstigaciones dE 
muestron que los ingAnieros, los m~rlicos (y los pristores tambi~n ) y los pre 
fesionales en general n~ no se fetrican en Ja~ insttituciones educati vas prr 
fesionales sino en virtu~ de otros sl2mentns QUO m~s determinantes. El fen1 
meno apr~ndizaje, a 6ltima instancia l2 raz6n·de ser rls las insti+uciones esct 
lares, es algo que se produce dentro de ncsotros mismos ror m6ltioles facto 
r~s cnmn la motivaci-bn, la vocasi6n~ el inter§s osi como la puesta en ~t~x~: 
pr~ctica de los contenidos te6ricos. De ahi que reducir el ~xito del aprendi 
zaje al mc.ro hecho de una aula con lo::; estudiat·tes f'rr.nte a su conferencis· 
result3 hoy en dio un tanto cuestionabl~ pues en 6ltima in~tancia, un apre· 

dizaje po= repetici6n 1ue no implique uno significacj6n en nuestra vida ~~x 
corre el peligro rle convertirse en una 3cu~ulaci6n d~ datos y conceptos qu· 
eso si, GedPn servir muy bien r~rB cnntestar un ex&men. La idea tradicional d 
que educar cs trasmitir conocimientos de uno a otro in~ividuo ya no es 8cep 
dr h~y en rl{3 ;· al contrario, el apr~nrlizaje cs ~lgo que el rnismo estudian~e 
debe dc~cubrir y re!izar cuando se encunntr~ en un~ inmersi6n total en ei 5r 
de 3U inteT6s. Reconozco que hay datos, fechas, conceptos y contenidos ~ue d 
ben aprenderse ~era jnluso 6stos, pueden ser hoy suministrados de muchas ~:ne 
opt~racionales. ~·!o fetende desde luegp negar el v<'!lor rlel aolar creo q11e sL: 

ut:i.lidnd es incuestion3h.ln mt'ixime cu'Jndo se tr.:Jnforrnc> r:n une F!specie de l,:bo 
toric en ~i~nniQ CQn ]~I rr§ctice. [~m~ 5nf~r~~ci6n d~~~ decirle~ qU8 QCtualW 
t r: c n f"l c x ' --: o ~ c ' r u r: rl <:• n c u r sa r t ::d n t :i p o rl o w- t 1 1 d ic s d r; ~ d;:; 1 " prim a ria 1-: c. s t 
la Uni·.rr.:·rs.i_clad Pn e.l lJi"JF'<r'o s;si:ena al:J;_rrto. ')f rlr; :-c•Jchas insti.t..ucionco; en 
Es~,dns ~Jrirlc-:- y Eur8na que sst6n -tr?i:.'njnndo d" fL'rmos no tradicicmales. ( n2 
inforrnc:lcirn de la UAf':). lc:-uieril acl_,r;c'r .3r;•d' rwe en nin']Lin memento ;>retendsro 
de,~ir. •lUI? 8l :?P."Jinorio tr~·d5.CiOO-"') r)r:l,e S8T sustitu:lr'""~, r_:_:r:~fl 'lllP Pl ~P.minFJr~ 
y la escurl2 ~n ;JEnerc. 1_ t~enen su ftlnn~6n ~ val:iosa y un::J dl5 las co3c.s nuP. r. 
cLl:,lt.c:rr:ns c--; c~uiza estar ;::bierto:; s3.empre a nuevs;:; rr'si~il'!8rledes. 

f( E C IJ r 1 E f\J D fl. C I 0 f,' E S 

Uno d? 13~ nrimeras cnsos qtre dcbo decir es cn~i en sl wismo SFntido de l2s r 
crm~rldaciones rl~ nu~stro Taller snbrP 8rde~aci6n y ~!jn~stFrio. Nuestras i~~~~ 
rlEbcn ser c~nsnientizndas ~obrP el valnr ~uc h~v en le diversificaci6n del 
nister5.o en f~nci6n dei ~acerdocic ~~ia ~n2l de ~odorls los creyentns y el Mj 
tcrio especial. 

2.- Es neces3rio haccr ~6s acce~siblc la educaci-nn t~~l-~gica con~ervando < 

pre un:J c.:J idad. Wtl:i: ~t8Cf~Gi t-rmos n:ir 1_'1 que ;J:.!SiJ rn r'•ucc:trar- ~scuelas y. aprt::r 
d f' e s 2. s '1 e -~ n ':! c i en cia s • S P ::J c u a J. f u ere l;:; f o r:n 2 r 1 u 2 uti_ 1 j c P •n o ~: , c n n t ""l 1 · de CJ u 1 

mantpn9a ~fnctividad y ~~eratividad, la ii~YYdRb~YX~~~v]a rrlucon56r teoJ~~ir 
de '?StC1r L,l_ ::;rJ.r"ic5o rlr. ln rnisi6n rlc Ja ir:lPsia pn. cJ mu~do, muy .pcrticulilrnH · u· ~- h-· 11 -,ric purcl l·''frctU<:li llUP~>t: al mundn 1cd:in0amcrJ.cano en dondc .' o'J no' " .._nm · '· 1 

< '- · 

m i ~ j S t r'"' r i 0 • [ 0 rl pi.'':' t 0 r J a f" ~! q U ~ Z c.! t e -~ 1 (j] i:: c e s (~ u j Z (; U n ;: de 2 n U 8 S ~; r F.l S 0 fc} i J c 

nee' ho31 en rlS .-,. j./ C L-:/1-1 //1 .5 D /~,;:J 2 fv! 
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CUI~C FfHlCLJ,fil/'.R EL lTf'J',fl .. lf 

RCll DE LA LJLICi\Cif 1 f,! H:rtt.OGICJl, 

I G L E S I A Y F t\ C lJ L T 1\ D ' ' E T E U LCl S I A 

Una manera de ~struc&urar lo educ~~i6n tcol6gi~a es en facultades 
rle teologiCJ. 

Un c.!er:-o dc:;cente bien ; n~par<Jdr., estudi,,ntes que rlodiccJn 

todo o mucho de su tiemro a Jos esturlios, una til,l:i 0teca, un curriculum 

de algunos aHos y posibilidades par2 !a inve~~icaci6n cientifica 

caracterizan las fac11ltades.. Tal~s institucinn~n hAn sirlo y siauen 

siendo una parte importante en la preparaci6n y la formaci6n de pastors~ 
y ·otros ministros para la proclamaci6n de} 2vange~io en las iglesias 
luteranas en am6~ica latina. 

que enfrentan las f~cultades ~8 toolQg~a, defcnd~ria l2 tcsis ~ue ellas 

deben ser un e.lr.rnento · ciave en la eriucaci6n tenloj.ica en itUestrn continente 

realizando su tarr.a en relaci6n en~ otros tires d~ ens~0a~o teol6~ica. 
P~ro en estas breves palabras mi intenci6n es otra. Qui~iera 

plant~e1r la c11n.sti6n dn. la relacior entce la igJesia y la facult?d de 

es crucial en ~1 en~ender cl a~ortr de la e~uc~ci6n ten16ricD a la 
procl~maci6n del 8Vangelio. 

1 • 

de teolrsia, como creaci6n de la -~~'lP.::;i:J, r:l·e!:e :":'c.:;r•tir .s) ~c:v.::;ngeli·-, .Y .:,: 

::'..: r.-, · 6n ~ir~ sr r. 



ex: · lor;~ n d ,, OUP.\f ciS 

-posibilidade~ de vida.y misi6n. En una sociedad que rerrime la ver~~d 
c· 

con fuP.rza y rr.iedo y· que la manipul<" cfln las ilusioner: cie tma cul.+ura 

dP. consume, el llamado de ser espacio de ~ibertad flUe lwsca crl.t-\ca"""r:nte 

la verdad es llamado de testificar el poder del evHngelio, y es llamado 

de ser signa del reino ·de Dios y cnn esto servir a l~ iglesia y 1~ sociedad. 

Como espacio de lihertad y verded, debe cr~ar un ambiente !ibre de 

dogmatismos viejos y nuevas, y alenta-:- J.a:-; cu!:'stiones c:rl.ticas que forman 

un m6todo de pe!"'sar y que. ahren la pue.rta a dimP.nsiones esrondidt:s d~ 

la fe y lG realidad. Se ~rata de cre~r una coherencia en su ensP.Haza, 

mientras reconoce la divr.rsidad Je!] i tima entre Jo[: cri:,tian'ls. Lo r;ue 

sea espacio apropi~do ~: lo que no sea se d~termina en un proce~n c'Jntinuo 

de exrermPntaci6n entre la iglesia y la facultad. 

3. 

las nr~cticas dP l.a iole~i~ CU8 
~ . • • ~- • .,J . I 

han perdid~ contact0 can la re3lida~ com~ las ouR han rendido el PvangeJin 

a los ccnrlicionamientos del momenta. Exr'Jrn·a el. sentidc' dr~l evanoelin 

" dr->.fine Jo .qu~ no cs P'Jangelia. Una f8r.u1. tarl de +.eologi<1 debe inc.1 uir 

en su estruc+.ura el ""Studio dif_;ciplinacio de 12 realidad, invest;...,ar'~O, 

r 0 r e j em r l il ' J. 0 s f 3 c t 0 r e s s 0 c i 0 J 0 . i c 'J s 8 n <.: \! ;_=> n t f) .") J a 8 " 3 n q e l i z i-l c i 6 n './ 

analizando l~s causas de la injustici~ y 1~ ~obrsza en ~u ~ontexto. ~u 

RvanneJio y apr~~i~d~ a ]a realirlarl. 



June 8th 1982 

Dear Arnt: 

After a rather nrolonged silence {which you should not take as a 
sign of indifference) I finally got a~ound to writing to you. 
I'm sure you are very interested in what hapnened in Lima and the 
future that it holds for Co-extensi6n. So h~~e goes. · 
It was quite a meeting. 'Ne found out that the sponsoring agencies 
were not at all bappy with the things that happened last year in 
Mexico. Neemias' resignation and the big budget increase probably 
raised a few eyebrows. As a result the Missouri Synod didn't even 
want to pay her share of the expenses for '81 to say nothing about 
'82. Only with difficulty Neemias had gotten them to contribute for 
'81. From now on they will not contribute directly to Co-extensi6n 
but wll give their share toward the ~eeting of expenses through 
their own programs in Venezuela and C.A. So far this year only two 
contributors have kept the ship afloat. They were all waiting what 
would hapnen in Lima. Nell, so~et~i~g did happen. 

First of all we decided to break up into 3 regions; 1. M~xico t C.A. 
2. Colombia-Venezuela-Puerto Rico and 3. Ecuador-feru-Bolivia-Uruguay. 
There have been rumors that Argentina and Chile also had shown inte
rest in extension work and if and when th~y decide to join then 
Uruguay would go in with the other two countries. From now on there 
will be only one plenary every two years but it will be longer -
there will also be a taller. This will start next year when we will 
meet in Cuenca. During the off year ·,ve will hold regional meetings 
but these will not be paid by Co-extens~6n. ~ach 6hurch or program 
will have to find its own way of financing its representative. 
Co-extensi6n office will move to Bo~ot~ but without a secretary, 
mimeograph anc only one typew::!"i ter 1. they hac the use. of 3 in Mexico). 
So there wili be no need to rent office snace - the SELITE office 
(somewhat enlarged, I l:j.ope) will

0
£gve to do. For any preparation for 

printing we will have to find some ·,vho kr,ows hQV,'uto typ_e. All the 
books that will not be needed in Mexico or C.A. -wlll be shipped to 
BogotJ and stould arrive may be in August. 

As you could well imagine there was cuite a discussion about the 
coordinator. Finally it was decided ihat it was to be ~~part ti~e 
unpaid position. Certainly he would ~ave to travel and familiarize 
himself with the different ~rograms and be in ch~rge of printing 
new materials. When finally all was said and done the lot fell_on 
~·~So-~ on top of everyt':ling else I am the .new coordinator. This 
certainly corr.plicates my life even ~ore. ~efore long my passport 
will have all kinds of "Entra~a y salida" stamps in it. I still 
don't kno'! how Gerardo and IELCO wi-::.l~eact to t~is. Only today I 
wrote to Gerardo explaining to him what had hap::ened. _At a!.ly rate, 
when your books are finished and re:;dy ~o be prJ.nted.~ust send t~~m 
to _m~. We approved the printing of ~fes1os and Creac1on y Redenc1on 
a~ well as a reprinting of Hechos. There is quite a demand for 
Hechos and we ran out of stock. 



We'll see how the boards will react to these changes. It was quiete 
a shake up and the budget really went down. By the way, I almost 
forgot, we also received a letter from Stahlke suggesting that all 
the books published by Co-extension be regis-cered or co~ted so 
that no one else woul~ be able to appropriate them as his own. P~~ase 

~ do that with the ones t:tat you 8re finishing now and copywri te them 
in _Qanada. · · ~---

This should be all for now. I will leave some space for Arlene to 
give_other news. 



.5i SERVICIO LUTERANO DE INSTRUCCION TEOLOGICA POR EXTENSION 
Box 1242, Camrose, Alberta, Canada T4V 1X2 
Telefonos: Ofc. (403) 672-9332 Res. {403) 672-7523 

Dr. Robert Hoeferkamp 
Apdo. Aereo 51133 
Bogota 2, Colombia 

Dear Bob: 

May 6,1982 

Thank you for your good letter,which I should have answered ages ago. But I had 
determined to finish writing Part One of Creation and Redemption and also incorporate 
your suggestions on the Ephesians Ms.,for which I am most grateful. 

Without trying to defend any weaknesses in the Hs. I wish to explain why some of my 
approach is as it is, and has rightly become the object of your fine criticism. I have 
now incorporated almost all your suggestions, and have slashed some of my work,mainly 
where you find me stressing minor things. fhis can easily happen, even with writers of 
greater stature, such as Ross Kinsler in his study on Mark. I do wish you had marked 
more of them with some sort of sign in the margin,so I could strugJe directly with them 
as I have done with those you did comment on. I am trying to read the Hs. as if it were 

. the work of someone else. It is now a year and a half since I wrote it, and this helps 
me be more objective. Thank you for the several quotations of notes from the Jerusalem 
Bible. With them and my English version of the J.B. it has been possible to strengthen 
some areas.(Unfortunately I had giv~ Spanish copy and neglected to replace it). 

'\ 

Some of the "pious exhortations" have been omitted. Yet I have purposely tried to relate 
the exegesis to the possille spiritual experience of the student, so as to not end up 
with a steril~and impersonal treatment of the text. The many references to parallel 
passages are motivated by an attempt to l~t Scripture interpret Scripture. I find 
Regin Prenter doing this •.. No doubt more effectively than I. You are right in suggesting 
that it could discourage the student and that he would not bother to read them at all. 
But the conscientious student who wishes to dig deeper has them at hand for further 
reference if he wishes, and when he,in turn,will teach others. AU through this self
teaching material I am trying to drive the student into the Scripture for answers or 
attempted answers. Usually what we discover by our own research sticks with us better 
than what we are told. A special effort has been made to change the places where I may 
have been guilty of "dogmatic exegesis". One of them was an attempt to sum up a comment by 
W m. Barclay, but I will take the blame. 

Yes, the stud~es are too long, and I have used the machete several places. But for the 
logical treatment of the material I wish to keep the outline as it is. Hence I am 
leaving the Hs. with the original 12 "estudios", but broken up into 20 "unidades". The 
biogra~hical and chronological material in the origin?al Introduction will appear as an 
"apendice" for the benefit of those who may happen to study this material before they 
have taken Bible introduction. Reference is made to Rudy Blank's work. But I need to know 
How much it covers and ~.,rhere it can be obtained. 

Some of the "apologetic" remarks have been removed from the Ehp. Ms., and some of the 
all-correct multiple choice questions have been changed. Out of the some 850 teaching 
questions 35 were all right,which does not seem excessive. ~fany of them come as summaries 
of different sections. These occasional all-correct questmons also cause the reader to 
reflect to see if they are really all right. Quite aware that this material should be 
field-tested on Latin American students, I have done a sort of field-testing of certain 
areas, using Fred and another Spanish speaking student as "conejos". OOps! That was on 
the first part of Creation and REdemption, and not on Ephesians. 



- 2-

Yes, I am benefitting by using Prenter's work in the original DanishAlso, to me, he 
is more theolagical and less philosophical than some of the German theologians I have 
been exposed to. 

Now to change the subject,Being so far from Colombia I should keep my mouth shut on 
IELCO aflairs. I can think of some reasons for sending more students to Sao Leopolda 
for a final year or whatever. But having you and Pavasars there in Colombia, why not 

.get on with the "CENTRO deESTUDIOS TEOLOGICOS", as a combination of extension and 
residence study, and together with the Presbyterians~i~ they are interested, as I 
have been told? Israel Martinez has complained.~'hot he can write his thesis with 
most of the library at Sao Leopolda being in German. 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Neemias D!az,Wbich for reasons I shall not explain 
here, has not been mailed yet. Would you please reply to the inquiries I make there, 
especially as to what I should do with the Ms. on Eph ••• and also the next one. 
Co-Extension has money for printing, has it not? Pavasars knows the printers in Bogota. 
I also introduced Gerardo Wilches and Efrain Torres to them. I do think it is better 
and eliminates more chance of error and mess to do them by off-set. But, whatever, 
we need to know soon how to do the masters. The Eph. M5. is ready for Hildur t~o the 
final draft as soon as her health is better. Much as she enjoys helping me, she has 
not been in thw office for months, except a day or two. And as you can see, my typing 
is not good enough and VERY slow. 

Cordial greetings from home to home. I hope you are now happily settled in Bogota. 

Sin .. cerely. ~in" Chfist, 

(l-'V~-Jdtt 
Arnfeld clr Morek 

Copies to 

R. Blank and V. Pavasars 
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INSTITUTO TEOLOGICO DE EXTENSION JUAN ~DE ·FRIAS 

Pastor Arnfeld Co Morek 
Box 1242 Camrose, Alberta 
CanEida T4V 1x2 

Dear Arnfeld; 

.-. 

·x 

I . 

Qflcina Central 
.. r 

• Apariado Postal 216 

· ·Puerto Ordaz - Edo. Bolivar 

:Venezuela· 

14 de julio de 1982 

Many thap~s for your recent note which I received on the eve of my departure 
for the Co-Extensi6n meeting in Lima. I have been "ranting to anm•Jer you sooner, but 
something else keeps coming upo 

You will by this time have received the results of the Co-Extensi6n meeting 
in Lima from either Pavasars or Neemh.s · - but if not here is 
a brief resum~: Co-Extensi6n will continue - but not in the sa.'lle form as before. 
There vrill no longer be a full time Co-Ordinador like Rosales or Neem!as Diaz. 
Pavasars was elected as Part Time Co-Ordinador - without salary. A number of the 
Mission Boards do not see the need for a salaried Co-Ordinador and hence they have 
cut the items out ef monies they have set aside for Co-Ext~nsi6n. The Missouri Synod 
for example has appointed Bob Huebner, full time co-ordinador for its own teological 
education programs and consequently they do not feel inclined to budget money for a 
Co-Ordinador for Co-Extensi6n. 

The C:::l·~"llctensi6n office in Mexico City is being closed and its equipment soldo 
TJ1e courses and books that remain will be sold through Jan Tollefson's book store in 
Ivlazatl;:m. Pava.sars. is to set up a new Co-Extensi5n Office in Bogot~. The next meeting 
of Co-Extensi6n will take place next year in Cuencao Thereafter there will be pleanary 
meetings every two years and regional meetings on the odd years whe~ there are no 
pleanary meetings - so that more time can be devoted to special regional needs such 
as working out materials in indigenous languages. The Prayer League has been pressing 
strongly for this kind of an arrangement. We trust that Huebner and doeferkamp 
will continue to write materials and will be available for workshops 1rrherever the!'e 
is a Co-Extension regional programo 

I have read through your letter to Bob Hoeferkamp regarding the courses that 
you are wri tingo There may be a danger of "piau::: exhortations" in many progra"'!s -
but my experience has been that there is an even greater danger of acadewic imper
sonality that divorces theology from expereince and deadens the heart of the student 
and the stirring of the 8piri t. Luther, Augustine and ',1esley 1r1ere certainly not: 
above a fitting pious exhortation and I donn't tr~nk their works suffered for it. 
What I fear more than pious exhortations are no exhortations at al1. 'J.Ty crossing out 
the pious exhortations that you find in Paul's letters and see i·That you have lefta 

The Co-Extensi6n meeting approved the publication of Un Solo Pueblo as soon as 
possible - also a reprint of your course on Hechos. Unfortunately the devaluation of 
the Mexican peso cut in half the amount of money that Co-Extensi6n had nest-egged for 
~ublishing purposes. 

H ere in Venezuela "'e have never gotten r.;...11;:· further in working on N. T. introductdmn 
than publishinG our translation of the Pau!i~ __ 3:istlcs. I run sending you r> revised 
copy of the same. Prof. Alberto Garcia of Concor-;-;ia Sr:minary in Fort VJa·me has 
Y)roduced a course on Cristologia - text, l·.rorkbook, ~&~ssetts ~rJ. ello You~ might Hant. 

---~ -- .., 



to wrtie him and get hold of a copy. The Missouri Synod. has re-publis:hed Hueller's 
Dogmntics in Spanish and Walther's Law and Gospel in spanish. Volumes __ ~ l/lc 9 of 
.Luther's Works in Spanish will be off the press soon - they cover Luther's Commentary 
0n Galatianso r·:. L ' 

1 
vie pray that yor( good wife is in better health. Keep up the g~od :Work and let 

ti>-·····' ' 
us c0ntinue to hear from you. · ·· ' 

For Christ & For His Kingdom 

'' 
'•(' 

~ ... r 

c _r: 
0' 

: _[0' 

;.. --. 



The Rev. Rudy Blank 
Apdo. Postal 216 
RJERTO CRDAZ, Edo. Bol!var 
Venezuela 

l~ deer brother Rudya 

BQX 1242 
Camrose, Al. berta 
Canada T4V 1X2 
September 2, 1982 

Your good letter of July 14, 1982 (which was received just a few deys 
ago), gave me enaOUTagement and joy in the Lord, especially ''~hat you 
say in defense of "pious exhortation". In all that I write I try to 
drive the student into the Word as his highest and best resource, 
trying (as you sey) not to divcrce theology from Christian experience. 
And, basically, I think our good brother Hoeferkamp would agree with 
that procedure. He gave our ELCC Board of 'tlorld Missions a very 
favorable evaluation of ray 1 Creo en el Esp!ritu Santo", stating that 
my somewhat 1 pietistio 11 approach he considered e.n asset. As I write 
I preY that it mey be honest, Biblically sound, spiritually warm end 
challenging to people of different backgrounds of piety. 

Thank: you, also, for the information re materials available. In the 
"prefacio11 to Un Solo Senor, Un Solo Pueblo (on Ephesians), I make 
reference to yoijr work on the Pauline Epistles. I shall be looking 
forward to receiving the copy you mention- end will write Prof'. Garo!a 
for a copy of his material. 

The ne,-1 phase of' Co-Extensi6n operating in different areas seems good 
to me and should help us get more into the grassroots of' our needs. 

I have requested the ELCC Board of \'iorld Missions to put me on retireoent 
status as of Dec. ;1, 1982, even though it is doubtful that 11Creation 
and Redemption" will be finished by then, taking into account also the 
time needed for our critics to read it. The Ephesians course is ready 
for the final draft to be done, and hopefUlly V. Pavasars can make good 
arrangements for publication and copyright in Bogot&. ·1\'ho handles the 
finances for Co-Extensi6n now? 

11 Abrazos" to you and your lovely family, from all of us here. 

Cordially in Christ 

Arnfeld c. Horck 



i=rof. Vicsturs ,'avasars 
:;o-t:xtcnsion 
Apsrtaco ~reo 51133 
3 OJOl' A 2, Golo:nbie 

Lear Viesturs: 

3ox 1211-2 
~n·arose, .~lberta 
-Jenada ?l~y lX2 
~fa'! 9, 1983 

ay registered mail 't1e arc aending the final draft of' the Ephesians course, 
"Un Solo Senor; Un Solo i-'ueblon in four separate envelopes, each weighing 
lees then ~{}0 grams in order to meet the requirements for First Gl!?ss Air 
;.:ail, trusting they ~-Jill reach you directly to tbc Synod Apartado Mreo 
::15)8. The enveloDes or<: nu-:nb<:"rcd 1, 2, 3 and 4. ?lease checic thebrl out 
Pnd relieve our minds by lettin~ un '-~!'!OW that they all were received. 1'ie 
manuscript is reedy for ti·e off-set :;rocess anrl thus needs no furtbcr 
typing nor proof reeding ••• unless, of course, yoo ·-:ish to proof re:'ci it 
again end make further cl:anges. In that case yoo. '?iOUld !:ave to find a 
typist and a word >rocessor to re-do all pages ~-.'here changes are mode. 

In like manner '<te will be mailing "c;rcaci6n y nedenci6n, Scgunda l'arte 11 

ss soon as it is reedy. ·:e are looking forward to receiving, by Hr Aail, 
3oh Loefer:Ce.:np' s good criticism of n Pri~r9 ?arte". 

Ee!:Jember, the original manuscript of 11 ;::reo en el Esp!rttu Scnto" is in Bob 
Gur;.:;;ic:,• s o..:"fbe. YO!l ··;i U ~:ave to c1ecide :··here it !'hO..ild b"' :-ce-:1t on file. 
The vinyl ~t~::H:ile f'or tr·-:- !% .. ::;~ ':>ook tJre in 1-~:r.:ico, I sunnose, u::-;l('s~ tl:ey 
have. bce::1 brout:: t t :1 .'Of;:Jt~. Arrarently tb'Y 1!T~" nm-. in very ·.::>od co :dition 
for several sc-ratcLr:s a:Jl: b"! otches eTJneor in tre first nrinting. Also, J.:hc 
entire book, up t:' ~Jr· ''.-';;(::r~icc'', !l• !67, h11~ t.· e ev~n-number Pages on ti·.e 
rigLt-Lnl~C. sil:c c.::d '.; e cJd r:dmh~rs or. th:- Jr~t, c:ontrnry to universnl 
practice in printing. Perl-:nns it ;;:auld be •:ise to run the seconc edition on 
offset, usine tle orir;iz:.d mu~usc-rir-t ·:·i,icl· ;-•e s~nt to Gussick. 

e are addreeaing both manuscripts to i~fra!n 'l·orres su tLat :.c con si0n for 
u~er.J and keep tLe-i:J se.fcl:; :.:- c nsc yO'_l or ·,o•, !lli:--:1-t bf> gone :Cor so::nc ti::;e. 
TLus, ~L~ Er'·~::. !:~ ctrF11 R' ::-;L , : 2:0~; ·:1a:tu~cr!~ts •-!ill hf> Rent to: 

~~~~~]Il:.lDO 
----- sr. ~fra!n Torres 

;pp:rt~-1 J ~~":"'!0 51 ~~·)8 
3 .JJJr 1; 2, Colo1ibia. 

cc - Dr. R. Loefer~<:n:np 

J? c st or :~ udy :n ank: 

Fraterna}ly, 

Arnfcld ~. ;.1orck 



L~. Robert rioeferkamp 
Apdo. Aereo 511-JJ 
Ll080ta 2, Color..bia 
3o,Jt:~ America 

llox 1242 
Carnrose, Alberta 
Canada T4 V 1X2 
June 27, 1983 

Like r:e did 1d th t:.e f L,aJ. cira:c't of the J.....pi.eSia.l1S course, we are 
.Sfrain Torres, most of "3egunda ,ilarte" of ,;:t:::,ClJS Y H:!.Dt::iGim~. 
t.hat the L1'hesians r.,aterial caJte through without a;,y dilficulty. 

sena~ng you, via 
.Pavasars says 

1t seems tr.at since retiring \uec. Jl, 1982) J.. have terr.:;:orarily become very lazy ••• 
and I am still fi~:ljtir<: Hith so:re health prohler:s. Therefore, what I ho_pe can be 
done in one tiral ci-w.pter is still on the "drawin[, toa!'c". It will probably take 
ti:e '-:,eneral outli:w fo.:r:, of: 

~~ ~ r~ -· -r·,.-·-- .. ,~·, 
_., ""-. '._'.i.,..:._·- '.$c. .. .,J .. ~)~ -;c, lo l:)s J:~edimi.::::>s del Se.;or 

l. J1JsdfiC2.CiOS 

.... ~. Sn~t:ficados 

: ;} or1 ficatios 

Tt will strP~s our .:rr~f;pom;e t :-> :'ledempt io11 a.s a royal :;.)r1esthood of the redeei"ed. 

:ole arc:? planning to sperd a fe\lr days with Hildur's far.ily in Ore::~on (June 29-
~luly 7) cud '!Jill try t8 co;qlete tpis st'.;:3y, th., "pref<u:io", etc., 2.fter that. 

~-ievsral of t:-e lc~;so s ·ow :_.,•ire se~:t (t;studios 0, 9 y 12) have not been "blue
penciled" oy r-.y !,:;ood la.ncuae;e critic, i'aco .daza. But l would like to get as 
much as :,:;ossible ot, it::.; Hay towa:::-c }Jublication befo:re the a~ove-rr:entionec. and 
other tr;=,v8is thi.E' ~urHrler. Also, ny ir.:pression is L-.at your r:~stery of Sparlish 
ls aB ;;o ... :;.d '>E t~2-: o ;:·.r.>t Jatir:: 11:Le:r·ican:::.. 'I'hereforc, l would appreciate your 
usi!1P, o:,e eye "'.'or lL .uistic crj t.:';.cism a.r1o "'":·:e other for theolo, ical o1Jservatio1~s. 

Yerhaps, to s::ve ti·c, i:L' t!ierc. 2.re no J•aj-.:>r theolo.:,ical rr;atters t::; discuss, you 
anc' • ict·.Jr cou].i' fiui ~' c...ooc :y~.i.t>t a.m:: p:coof-rea.der so a.s to con1]?lete the final 
draft there i ,~o(;,oia, ;.:it,·: r.o need t:> ret1.1rn it ::e:!.'C for :Uldur to do. .t'lease 
let :u) ~no1: •. :,s of c;;~.;.s dat'~ c·'S -~;-~ve r~'ce.iveci tJ c.:riti.cisft: of "J:'rirr.era rarte". 
i.e., ·,st:;dtos 1-~). 

copy - V. .i avasa:;-s 
B. 13lank 

>·'r2.lernally 

Arnfeld c. l;orck 



~~·~ o __ :_A:_~_E_:A_,_:_,_:_o._5_~--~-6_T_E_R_A_N_O_P_O_~_E_E_~_~_N_;,_~_NR_U_C_C_I ~-P_:_R-TA-TD_:_:_E_~_:o_G.;.5_~_:o_: ...=1 ~ I c:.__ TELEFONO 35 34 65 CABLE: •CELMOSA« BOGOTA 2. COLOMBIA 

14 d~ febrero de 1984 

A: Miembros de COEXTENSION 

Estimados hermanos en Cristo: 
Que la sabiduria del Espiritu Santo les ilumine para que puedan cumplir 
cabalmente con la obra tan importante - la educacion teologica para el 
5iglo XX. 

El nuevo Edificio Administrative de la Iglesia Luterana de Colombia fue 
inaugurado a fines de julio del ana pasado. Aunque las oficianas ya 
estaban listas para ~ader iniciar los trabajos aca, sin embargo hubo una 
demora bastate larga antes de poder pasar las instalaciones al nuevo 
edificio - la empresa de telefonos no instalaba los telefonos y una 
moderna oficina sin telefono no sirve. Par eso hasta el 1Q de febrero 
pudimos hacer el trasteo. Ahara tambien COEXTENSION tiene su propia 
oficina en la Calle 75 NQ20-54, tel. 212-57-35. La oficina funciona en 
el primer piso del Edificio de la IELCO. 

Durante el ana pasado COEKTENSION ~olvio a publicar el libra de los 
Hechos. Ahara hay una buena cantidad de este estudio y estan a la arden 

~ par US$4.oo. 

Manana sale a la imprenta el guia de estudio del Catecismo Mayor, publi
cado par SELITE. Se debe usar esta guia con el Catecismo Mayor que se 
consigue en la Libreria Aurora en Ruenos Aires. La guia de profundiecion 
fue preparado par el Dr R.H 0 eferkamp. El costa sera US$1 .ao. 

El estudio de Efesios par A.C.Morck esta casi listo para la imprenta. 
Espero poder arreglar para la imp res ion la semana. entrante. Todavia no 
se cuanto sera el costa unitario pero me parede que no sera mayor de 
US54.5o. 

El 6ltimo libra que aprobamos en la reunion pasada (Creaci6n y Redenci6n) 
esta en las manes del Dr.Roberto H0 eferkamp quien ya casi ha terminado 
su lectura v correcci6n. Esoero que en unos 3 a 4 meses lo tendre en 
Bogota y asf padre arreglar tambien para su impresi6n durante la segunda 
mitad de este ana si no antes. 

Las publicaciones de COEXTENSIDN estan a sus ordenes. 

Atentamente, 
5.5. en Cristo, 

I I· / ---:---:. 
I~~./!~------- I ..,.,_~· - =~ 

Viesturs Pavasars B. 
Coordinado r 



Rev. V. Pasasars 
Co-Extension 
Apdo. Aereo 53005 
Bogota 2, Colo~bia 

Dear Viesturs: 

Box 1242 
Camrose, AB 
Canada T4V 1X2 
June 23, 1984 

-
.Thank you for copy of your Feb. 14, 1984, letter to members of Co-Extensi6pr:. 
which arrived not long ago. You and your important work are much in our prayers. 
Enclosed is copy of my:f:etter of June 22 to Bob Hoeferkamp. Busy as you are, 
I would still appreciate reply to questions asked during the last year or two. 
One of the nost urgent is: wbere is the manuscript of "Creacion y Redenc;:i6n, 
Estuqio L", Prefacio, Eibliografia, etc., and when can we hope to hav:e it back 
here so criticisu,1 can be noted and final draft prepared? 

Then, please send me ~~ complimentary copies pf tl1·2 LIJi1esians work and likewise 
6 of "Creaci6n y Redenci6n" when it is printed. These copies are for r::e and 
those ~<:ho have helped vlith the job, the ELCC World !·iissions office, etc. In 
addition to these, I trust you are giving complimentary copies to Dr. Eoeferkamp, 
my esteemed and most deeply involved critic. 

Then, I •wuld like to purchase 2 copies of "Los Hect.os de los Ap6stoles", 
; Estudios by A. Corzo and A •. Horck, and 2 copies o£ r-;y book, .. 'Creo €m el 
Espiritu Santoi11 

Co-Extensi6n, in Minutes of Ju1y22, b82, voted to give a gratificaci6n of 
$150.00 U.S. to d!y excellent "blue-penciller", Hr. Francisco flaza, vho has no,.., 
-cheerfully edited 2 of my books as a completely voluntary gesture. I feel 
confident and grateful HiW!l he has checkPd :~·y wor~:. ·1';-..is is necessnry, for even 
though he has, on several occasions, compH.dienteci me ior excellent writin2, in 
Spanish, he ah..-ays finc!s ;:;orne little 0.etFlils S!icli 2S t:l2 use of •the prepositions 
which betray me as r::ore Canadian than Co1o'lbi!3.'1. Ht' js not' happy either v;hen 
I u~~~e. tt~r;~LS listed in r:-..c diction<--1ry .:~~~ n(:.~_r:J ic.is!~O~~~·, (~v:en thou,?h !JO(iern \Vriters 
use therr; freely. If receipt of tnis "gratificacic)n'i i1as not ueen acKnm.;ledger1 
Ly ,,P.~lCOa or hus not iy~er~ sc~nt, ~lr::1s':= s;~r::("::0 it nr: ::_ts v;:Jy. l-iis r._e,,.r address is: 

·F. J. Plaza 
Apt. 104, 20/+0 
Calgnry, Ab 
Ca.natia, rf3E 

S!+ A venue S. l'i. 

How I woulti lilze to see you 2nd other frjencls in Co.J..ondJi<) anc ciwt •·:itn you in 
the De',; o1.ficc·,s! I undr~r;:;tcmd th::1t \O:C hacl to hn:· tile t\:O nei1;Lborin::; houses due 
to dn:nagc by our ae"' construction. If so, \o/H?.t are Lilej beint, usee for:· Gr, 
\•ere Lv:;y rle:;~olished' ::;ivin.:: you JT;OT~" parkin:; sr·nce? :~ow AliOUt il. }Jicture of the 
far!lous "Torre Luterano"? Any hope that tl"le govcrm·!ent will come access with 
anything for •Jar·1age of the: old pr~rsm1?.fe anc' cJassro<J·ns on C8raer~1 i3? 

c - ~. Hoeferkamp 
_.,. Cl;In~"~ 

ArnLelo C • . ~rck 

• 



Rdo. Sr. Viesturs Pavasars 
Apartndo Aereo 53005 
:Bogota 2, Cdlibornl;!ia· 
South America 

Dear Viesturs: 

Box 1242 
Carrirose, AB 
Canada T4V 1X2 
September 12, 1984 

.Thal!kyou for your letter of September 5, 191:>4, and for the copies of "Los Hechos" 
and the Ephesians course •. Ly the way, page 152 is missing in one of the copies. -
And. now we discover that \ve committ-ed a "boo-boo" v:hen we sent the Ephesians Ms. 
to you. ~;Je did not includ,e the graphic rendition of I'. ph. 3:14-21 which I make 
reference to on page SG. l-Ie are sending you a copy herewith so that you can · 
forwai'<.i sor-1e to each TU: entity that may have purclwsed copies. Then you can 
also·make as many copies.as needed to insert under the front cover of the copies 
you still have on ilantl. I am very sorry a'Lout this oversight which causes more 
work for you and Liore expense. Please for1.;ive. ~Iho diS. the printing, by the 
way?\~e're glad they ;rectified the "nones y pares" E'listake after·only 20 pages 
of. the mistake. The !1f.::h' ed.ition of "Los I:edws" 2j;pears to have been retyped. 
Does that mean that the olu off,-set ~a!stcrs·whicb I left in the office-could 
not be'·used for another run? Too bar~ we did not run l'10re copies in the;.-first 
place. -- vJould it· co::t r::uc•l ;~:ore to co future printinr::s on better paper? 

Then, tll<~re are tviO' '~ uc'stions I have repeatedly a~:J,:.eu, •·:ilich ·at: ill rerc.ain un
answered: . 

1. Has Francisco Plaza received the.U~S. $150.00 "2rutificeci6n" that Co-Extension 
voteq to give him? . ;y letter of June 23, 195!>, gi vee. !;is ne\1 a(hiress, but I shall 
repeat it as follows: 

F. J. Plaza 
Apt~_l04 
.204C - 54 ·Ave. 
C2l~->!ry, L\L 
c~~f1<JdtL 'f3£ 116 

'""" .,, 
._; .... , . 

2. Did Bob Hoefcrk2cr;:;J get t::e final 
to Costa ~icn for criticDl rcadinz? 
to type up the finnl draft. 

chaptar of "Crec:cion y Pedcnci6n" \iith rlim 
\~e 're still \1<-ntlng for this chapter so as 

Give Arl-ene our thani~s n1sc for her ~~ood lctte.rs >lith rey,ort ·of fres!1 life here 
and there in t!-1e crn:rc:-1. · '. ',:c pray for yon end~hc c;;urclr in Coloi'tbia - and in 
the world. "l'llcl-c nrc~ :::-;o:.lc !:.~i.::;ns .of :-tc~"' li:e ~1err:~ toe. 

,Right nm-: it looks like our con6regation is ;ncetin0 the clwllenge of sponsoring 
4 families for entrance to Canada, \vho ·are illesslly in the U.S.A. and on the _ 
point of being deported. \Je are alr(!edy helpina~·ttle t\:o lovely tmailies from· 
El Salvador v1ho vJcrc brought in by th~ Canndi:m government. A big problem here 
is the high rate o£ uJiemployrJent anong our mm Cane.~ inn population. let alone 
bringing in refugees from other parts of the "-'orld. Eut it seems- that God is 
pushing us into that sort o£ service. Our 1-:essiah Lutheran Church here in 
Camrose is also blessed with t\w gifted pastors who preach the t:ord \vith clarity 
and power. 

Cordial ereetingfJ from home to home. A' c I fVI () (C k 
copy - R. :-foeferkamp 
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